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LETTER.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
BUREAU OF EDUCATION,

Washington, D. G., August 31, 1876.

SIR : I have the honor to submit the completed report on Public

Libraries in the United States, undertaken in the year 1874, and ordered

printed by your predecessor.

This report, it will be observed, constitutes a part of the exhibit made

by tiis Office at. the Centennial Exhibition, and is modified accordingly.
Lack of funds prevents the reproduction here of the graphic views of

the growth of libraries based on the statistics of this report, which form

a part of that exhibit. The other portions of the special exhibit are made

up of views of library buildings and collections of reports and catalogues
of libraries.

In no other country, it is believed, do so many libraries publish either

catalogues or reports.

It having been decided to do what was in the power of the Office to

increase the usefulness of public library work in this country, by pub-

lishing information respecting public libraries and the results of the

experience of librarians, the undertaking was committed to the special

care of Mr. Samuel B. Warren, who manifested an intelligent interest in

the subject, and whose attention had already been occupied with it in

connection with the statistics of libraries collated and published in my
annual reports. He has remained in charge until its completion, and
much of the value of the report is due to his judgment, scholarship, and

fidelity.

After the difficulties of the task had so increased as to require addi-

tional labor, Maj. S. K Clark, long before favorably known to me for

his ability, extensive reading, facility in research, and thorough method
of work, temporarily employed in the Office, was assigned to assist Mr.

Warren. They are the editors. Their labors have not been limited to

the forms or hours of office work.

Special acknowledgments are due Mr. Thomas Hampson, the accom-

plished proof-reader of the Office, not only for the unwearied care he

has bestowed upon the proofs, but also for his many important critical

suggestions in every part of the work
;
also to Miss Mary E. McLellan,

an assistant in the statistical division of the Office, for the excel

lent manner in which she has performed the difficult task of compil-

ing the statistical tables; also to my chief clerk, Dr. Charles Wanvn,
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for the care with which he has carried out my wishes when he has acted

in my place. I am indebted to the officers of the Government Printing

Office, especially to Capt. H. T. Brian, foreman of printing, for efficient

assistance in the mechanical execution of the work
;
to many geutlem en

who have aided by advice and suggestions in the preparation of this re-

port; to Mr. A. R. Spoffbrd, Librarian of Congress, who has throughout
the progress of the work cordially given the benefit of his wide experi-

ence and intimate knowledge of the subject; to Mr. Justin Winsor and

Mr. F. B. Perkins, of the Boston Public Library; to Mr. C. A. Cutter,
of the Boston Athenaeum

;
to Mr. W. F. Poole, of the Chicago Public

Library ;
to Mr. H. A. Homes, of the New York State Library ;

to

Mr. W. H. Venable, of Cincinnati; and to the other contributors,

nearly all of whom have rendered much valuable aid in addition to the

treatment of the special subjects confided to them. To many librarians

and others interested in libraries whose names do not appear as con-

tributors, many thanks are due for valuable 1 assistance and advice,

among whom should be mentioned President D. C. Oilman, LL. D., of

the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore
;
Rev. Frederic Viuton, A. M

.,

librarian of the College of New Jersey; Mr. Thomas Hale Williams,
librarian of the Minueapo is Athenaeum, Minneapolis, Minn.

;
Mr. S. S.

Green, librarian of the Worcester (Mass.) Free Public Library; Mr.
Charles Evans, librarian of the Public Library of Indianapolis, Ind.

;

Mr. E. B. Elliott and Mr. Rafael A. Bayley, of the United States Treas -

ury Department ;
Mr. J. G. Barn well, of the Philadelphia Mercantile

Library ;
General B. S. Ewell, president of the College of William and

Mary, Virginia; Mr. R. A. Brock, secretary of the Virginia Historical

Society; Rev. William S. Southgate, Annapolis, Md.; Mr. J. L. Ridgely,
G. C. Secretary I. O. O. F., Baltimore

;
Mr Addison Hutton, architect,

Philadelphia; Mr. J. W. McLaughlin, architect, Cincinnati; Mr. R. M.
Hunt, architect, New York

;
Messrs. Sturgis and Brighaia, architects,

Boston; Mr. W. A. Potter, late Supervising Architect United States

Treasury Department; and the Hon. George F. Hoar, of Worcester,
Mass. To the many school officers, librarians, and officers of societies

and other correspondents, who have kindly furnished reports and infor-

mation, thanks are gratefully tendered.

The issue of this report makes it proper to call attention to some
features of the plan of work in this Office.

It has been my desire in reference to each phase of education or class

of institutions, such as colleges, libraries, and normal schools, embraced
in the annual reports of the Office

First, to perfect the statistics as far as the means appropriated would
permit and as voluntary cooperation should be accorded.
The extreme diversity in the manner of conducting the business and

keeping the records of educational institutions of all classes in the coun-

try rendered that harmony of results essential to useful comparison and
correct inference difficult of attainment

;
and required (a) sound discrim -
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ination in selecting the points of the various systems concerning which

inquiries should be addressed; and (b) great care in devising a nomen-
clature which, suitable for general adoption, should mean the same to ail.

Second. A second part of my plan of work has been, when the statis-

tics of any class of institutions become reasonably complete, to use them
as the basis of a special report, embracing the most important points in

their history, administration, and management ;
then to bring out, for

the benefit of each, the most instructive lessons in the experience of all.

This report is the first attsmpt to carry out the second portion of the

scheme.

Third. As a third item in the plan of work upon statistics, I have kept
in mind a correspondence in substance and form which should enable a

student in the future to gather those rich results that can only be

derived from facts noted year by year and extending through a long

period of time.

Fourth. A fourth item in the plan looks toward bringing into a com-

mon nomenclature the statistics of the principal phases of education or

classes of institutions throughout the world.

* It will be observed that neither the third nor fourth part of this plan
for the statistical work of the Office has been attempted to any consid-

erable extent in this report. If the means of the Office were adequate,
it would be my desire to treat each year, in a special publication, some one

class of institutions or systems included in the tabulated portions of my
annual report. The value of a series of these comprehensive surveys of

various systems, methods, or institutions of education could hardly be

overestimated. The demand for them is increasing, and will not long be

satisfied without them. Those who comprehend the general plan of the

work of this Office need no explanation of its difficulties.

Acknowledging, with great pleasure, the constant and cordial cooper-
ation of your Department,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN EATO^,
Commissioner.

Hon. Z. CHANDLER,
Secretary of the Interior.





INTRODUCTION.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND EDUCATION.

For forty years the importance of public libraries as auxiliaries to

public education has been recognized and dwelt upon by American edu-

cators wherever common schools have flourished. Beginning as ad-

juncts of the district schools in New York and Massachusetts, free

public libraries in some form have been established in nearly twenty
States of the Union. It was known that within the last quarter of a

century the number of public libraries had greatly multiplied, and that

they had assumed a position of commanding importance as an educa-

tional force, but there were no data for determining the'exteut of their

influence.

THE LIBRARIAN AN EDUCATOR.

The influence of the librarian as an educator is rarely estimated by
outside observers, and probably seldom fully realized even by himself.

Performing his duties independently of direct control as to their details,

usually selecting the books that are to be purchased by the library and
read by its patrons, often advising individual readers as to a proper
course of reading and placing in their hands the books they are to read,

and pursuing his own methods of administration generally without ref-

erence to those in use elsewhere, the librarian has silently, almost un-

consciously, gained ascendency over the habits of thought and literary

tastes of a multitude of readers, who find in the public library their only

means of intellectual improvement. That educators should be able to

know the direction and gauge the extent and results of this potential

influence, and that librarians should not only understand their primary
duties as purveyors of literary supplies to the people, but also realize

their high privileges and responsibilities as teachers, are matters of

great import to the interests of public education.

NECESSITY FOR A SPECIAL REPOK T.

Recognizing these conditions, the United States Commissioner of 1M-

ucation began in 1870 to gather and publish the statistics of public

libraries in this country, a work which lias been steadily continued each

year since that time. As the statistics became more complete ami the

number of libraries making reports increased, the awakened interest of

all engaged in educational work expressed itself in more frequent calls
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for inforn.atiou regarding not only the number and extent of libraries

already existing, but also respecting the different plans of organization,

sources of revenue, etc. ;
and asking advice and information on the sub-

jects of library economy and administration, the selection, arrangement,

cataloguing, binding, and preservation of books, the proper buildings,

and all the multifarious interests of a public library. Similar calls came

from librarians, from library commit tees, and from others charged with

the duty of organizing new libraries, but having little experience in such

affairs.

At the same time it became evident that the number of libraries con-

tinued to increase in an unexampled ratio, and that a reasonably com-

plete account of their condition could be obtained only by a special and

systematic inquiry. The increasing demands for information already

mentioned not only made the need of such an inquiry imperative, but

required that the result should be accompanied by the suggestions and

conclusions of librarians and others whose ability and experience enable,
them to speak with authority on library subjects.

Another consideration was influential in determining the preparation
of this report. The interest of the General Government in libraries, as

shown by its liberal grants to the Territories and by the building up at

the capital of the nation of valuable working libraries for the several

Departments, and its disposition to add to the general sum of knowl-

edge among the people as evinced by the liberal expenditures for the

publication and distribution of public documents have never been

measured. It is known, in a general way, that many million volumes of

Government publications of greater or less value have been distributed

among the people at a cost of some millions of dollars; how many no

one can tell. Notwithstanding the depreciatory criticism of this class

of publications, there is probably hardly one among them that does

not possess positive value to many persons. The results of the explo-
rations and surveys that made the Pacific Railroad a possibility were

published by the Government; the patent room of the Boston Public

Library containing the slighted Patent Office Reports and Specifications
was visited for study and consultation last year by 1,705 persons; and
the number of users of these reports is yearly increasing; the Medical

and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion, published by the Gov-
ernment, forms one of the most valuable contributions to medical and

surgical science that has appeared within the last century; and an
element of actual value belongs to most if not all these publications.

They a i<- designed lor the use and benefit of all the people, and should
be placed where they will be readily accessible to all. It is hardly cred-

itable that there should not be in any public depository in the United
ven in the National Library, a complete series of Government

publications. Thanks to a higher estimate of their value and impor-
tance, earnest efforts are being made to supply this deficiency by several

libraries, especially the one mentioned, and it is hoped they may prove
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successful. Many librarians are unacquainted with the steps they
should'take to procure these publications for their libraries as issued,

and so lose the opportunity of procuring them at all, and many large

communities are thus deprived of benefits intended for them. Private

individuals cannot be expected to collect complete series of public docu-

ments, and if they should do so the benefit to the public would be small.

Public libraries are the proper place of deposit for such collections, and

the time has arrived when, by knowledge of their privileges and of the

means of acquisition on the part of librarians, and by more systematic
and thorough methods of distribution by the Government, these collec-

tions will be begun and regularly increased and maintained in every

part of the Union.

A careful abstract of the laws and regulations governing the distri-

bution and exchange of public documents by the General Government
and the Smithsonian Institution, and a statement furnished by the

Treasury Department at the request of the Secretary of the Interior,

showing the amounts expended by the General Government for libraries

and for certain special publications for distribution, were therefore

deemed essential and will be found in the proper places' in this report.

It has been judged both necessary and expedient to issue the report

at once and as a whole, rather than in a series of Circulars of Informa-

tion extending over a considerable period, not only because the proper

presentation of the subject and the exigencies of the case seemed to re-

quire it, but for reasons of economy as to time, labor, and expense.

PLAN OF THE REPORT.

After considerable study of the subject and consultation and corre-

spondence with eminent librarians, the following plan was adopted :

To present, first, the history of public libraries in the United States
;

second, to show their present condition and extent; third, to discuss

the various questions of library economy and management; and fourth,

to present as complete statistical information of all classes of public

libraries as practicable.

The number of libraries is so great and the history of many of them

so rich that to print even the briefest sketch of each one individually,

the plan adopted by Jewett and Rhees, would require many volumes,

and it therefore became necessary to divide them into classes and treat

of their history in that form, though this plan has been departed from

as regards the principal libraries of colleges, of theological schools, and

of historical societies, brief sketches of which will be found in the proper

chapters. A further exception will be found in Chapter XXXVIII.

which contains sketches of the public libraries in leading cities of the

United States, where the chief depositories of literary treasures are found.

Gentlemen who by their local information or their special knowledge

were considered competent were invited to prepare such sketches. It

has been found necessary, as the plan of this report has been modified
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by circumstances, to abridge some of the notices furnished and to omit

others. In many instances work has been done and appears which

was performed by librarians of particular libraries, but the general re-

sponsibility remains with the authors whose names are given at the

beginning of the sketches for the several cities.

The one hundredth year of our existence as a nation was deemed a

suitable occasion on which to present a sketch of American public libra-

ries at the time of the Revolution. It has been prepared with great care

and most industrious research, and forms a chapter that will excite the

deep interest of every lover of his country who reads it and contrasts

the literary resources of our country one hundred years ago with those of

the present time.

Public libraries are next considered in their direct relations to edu-

cation, as adjuncts of common schools and academies, of colleges, of

professional schools, theological, law, medical, and scientific
;
and as a

necessary factor in the elevation of the unfortunate in asylums, and in

the instruction and elevation of the vicious and criminal in reforma-

tories and prisons.

The necessity and practicability of enhancing the usefulness of col-

lege libraries by means of professorships of books and reading are dis-

cussed and advocated.

Next the history of the relations of the General and State Govern -

ments to public libraries is traced, showing the province of each as

defined by necessity and experience, and exhibiting in detail the results

that have followed.

Following this the libraries of historical societies, of young men's

mercantile and young men's Christian associations have been sketched,
and their influence on the increase and diffusion of intelligence described.

And last, free public libraries, established and maintained on the same

principle that free public schools are, receive attention and considera-

tion. These libraries are regarded as fulfilling for all a function similar

to that which the college libraries perform tor those fortunate enough
to pursue a college course

; rightly administered they are indeed what
one writer has called them, u the people's colleges."
The propriety and feasibility of establishing art museums in connec-

tion with free public libraries are discussed, and considerations favoring
the creation of such museums urged.
The history of the several classes of public libraries, together with

some general considerations touching their management, and some facts

ivsptM-ting their present extent and condition, having been presented,
the many details belonging to what may be called the economy and
administration of public libraries are considered. Here are presented
the fruits of the ripe experience and best thought of eminent librarians

respecting the different topics suggested by the above general defini-

tion
; they will, it is hoped, answer satisfactorily the numerous appeals

for advice and information, as well as stimulate the already rapid growth
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of free libraries, and so of general intelligence and culture. The division

and arrangement of subjects in this department are as follows : 1. Li-

brary buildings, including plans and descriptions. 2. The organization
and management of public libraries. 3. The administration of college
libraries. 4. Catalogues, comprising an essay on the subject by C. A.

Cutter, librarian of the Boston Athenaeum, and a table, chronologically

arranged, of printed catalogues of American public libraries, followed,
in a succeeding chapter, by descriptions by their authors of two notable

catalogues now being published ;
a plan of indexing and arranging a

library, which has received the approval of several distinguished libra-

rians, and is now in use iu the library of Atnhenst College; and a descrip-
tion of the classification adopted for the Public School Library of St

Louis. (The Rules for making a Dictionary Catalogue, by Mr. Cutter,
are printed separately as Part II of this report, for the convenience of

librarians, for whose use they were mainly prepared.) 5. Indexing

periodical and miscellaneous literature, giving a description of the ex-

cellent plan in use by Professor Robinson, of the University of Rochester,
N. Y. 6. Binding and preservation of books. 7. Periodical literature

and society publications. 8. Reference books. 9. Library memoranda.

10. Titles of books. 11. Book indexes. 12. Library bibliography.
All of which, it is believed, will be found of high value to librarians

and others interested in the establishment and management of public

libraries.

REPORTS AND STATISTICS OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

Considerable space has been devoted to library reports and statistics

in Chapter XXXVII, where will be found, besides remarks and illustra-

tive tables showing the discrepancies in the reports of different investi-

gators and the difficulties of gathering such statistics, the following,,

viz: A table of public libraries in 1776, 1800, and 1876
;
a table show-

ing the number and extent of public libraries which now contain 10,000

volumes or more in the years 1836, 1846, 1849, 1856, 1857-'58, 1863 r

1874, and 1875; a table showing the increase iu number of American

public libraries during the last one hundred years, by periods of twenty -

five years each, and the number of volumes they contained in 1875
;
a

summary table of public libraries numbering 500 volumes and upward,,
classified according to size

;
a summary table of all public libraries in the

United States, by classes and States; and a number of other tables re-

specting funds, circulation of books, loss and wear of books, etc., together

with souie analyses of the library tables published by the Bureau of Ed u-

cation in 1871, L872, and 1874; and last, the statement of the expendi-

tures of the General Government on account of libraries and publica.

tions, before mentioned.

Following this will be found sketches of libraries in ten of the chief cities

of the Union, prepared by gentlemen (generally librarians) in the respec-

tive cities. One of these papers, describing the libraries of Charles-

ton, S. C., contains also some notices of public libraries in the Southern.
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States; and another on the public libraries of San Francisco notices

other libraries on the Pacific coast. Chapter XXXIX comprises the

general table of statistics of all public libraries in the United States

from which reports have been received, prefaced by a summary of its

contents, and followed by a list of the names of librarians and other

officers reporting.

A few items gathered from the tables of statistics will indicate the

remarkable growth and present extent and importance of public libraries

in the United States. So far as is known, there were in 1776 twenty-
nine public libraries in the thirteen American colonies, and they num-

bered altogether 45,623 volumes; in the year 1800 the number of li-

braries had increased to 49, and the number of volumes to about 80,000;

in 1876 there are reported (including the society libraries of students in

colleges, reported separately) 3,682 libraries, numbering in the aggre-

gate 12,276,964 volumes, besides 1,500,000 pamphlets; the latter very

incompletely reported.

The above do not include the libraries of common and Sunday schools,

except a few of the former class not of sufficient importance to materi-

ally modify the figures given. For several reasons, mainly because it

did not seem essential to the completeness of this report, no attempt
was made to collect the statistics of church and Sunday school libraries,

of which the number is almost as great as that of the churches in the

United States
;
these contained altogether, according to the census of

1870, about 10.000,000 volumes.

Of the 3,682 libraries, 358 report permanent funds, amounting alto-

gether to $6,105,581, and 1,364 report that they possess no such funds,
while the returns of 1,960 libraries afford no information on the subject.

Only 742 libraries reported the yearly circulation, which forms an aggre-

gate of 8,879,869 volumes
; 1,510 reported an aggregate yearly increase

of 434,339 volumes; 830 reported a total yearly income of $1,398,756;
while 769 reported an aggregate yearly expenditure of $562,407 for

books, periodicals, and binding ;
and 643 reported a total yearly expend-

iture of $682,166 for salaries and incidental expenses.
The increasing rate of growth of public libraries in the last twenty-five

years is well exhibited by the table, which shows that 20 libraries were
formed from 1775 to 1800, 179 from 1820 to 1825,551 from 1825 to 1850,
and 2.240 from 1850 to 1875. It is altogether probable that nearly all

the 688 libraries the dates of organization of which are not reported
were also begun within the last twenty-five years.

It has been impracticable to obtain definite and complete returns of

the total amount received by public libraries in the last century from

gifts and bequests in money; some $15,000,000 in all are reported, but
it is safe to estimate the whole amount at $30,000,000. This amount
includes only private benefactions and does not take account of money
received from Government, State, or municipal grants or taxation. No
estimate can be formed of the vast contributions of books that have been
made during that period.
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PRIVATE LIBRARIES.

It will, of course, be understood that no attempt has been made to

collect information respecting private libraries. While a multitude of

these libraries exist, thousands of which are of great value, some rival-

ing in completeness, in special departments of knowledge, even the col-

lections of the leading public libraries, it would be impracticable, if

otherwise expedient, for the General Government to gather and present

reasonably complete and satisfactory information respecting them. On
this subject the remarks of Gen. F. A. Walker, Superintendent of the

Ninth Census, are regarded as conclusive. He says :'

At the ninth census (1870) the total number of libraries returned was 163,353, contain-

ing 44,539,184 volumes. Of these, 107,673 were private libraries, containing 25,571,503

volumes. No return under this head was made from the State of Connecticut, the

deputy marshal reporting that no exact information could be obtained. While this

increase in the number of private libraries aud volumes therein over the returns of

1860 shows that this portion of the census work has been performed with far greater
effort and care 0:1 the part of the assistant aud deputy marshals charged with the col-

lection of this class of statistics, the results are yet manifestly far below the truth of

the case for the whole country, while, in respect to certain States, the figures of the

following table are almost ludicrously disproportionate. The only 'compensation for

this failure for such it must be pronounced, in spite of the increase over the returns

of former censuses is found in the consideration that the statistics of private libraries

are not, from any proper point of view, among the desirable inquiries of the census.

The statistics of the manufacture and importation of books would be far more signifi-

cant and instructive, while obtained with one-tenth of one per ceut. of the effort that

would be required to collect accurate statistics of private libraries based upon any
classification that might be adopted.
The last clause of the foregoing sentence intimates a practical difficulty which,

however the methods of the census might be improved, would always render the sta-

tistics of private libraries of the least possible value. Unless each one of the two or

three hundred thousand private collections of books which might claim admission to

such a table as that in contemplation of the census law were to be personally visited

aud inspected by a competent judge, it would be impossible to prevent the intrusion

into that table of tens of thousands of such collections without any merit to entitle

them to a plae there. No matter how carefully assistant marshals might perform
this duty, or how fully instructed they might be from the central office, the mere fact

oi six or seven thousand persons being employed in collecting these statistics would
be sufficient to defeat, utterly and hopelessly, all approach to uniformity of treatment.

One-half of the assistant marshals would call that a library which the other half would

not, or, more probably, nine out of ten such officers would admit everything that

claimed to be a library to their lists.

The plan most commonly urged for preventing such a want of uniformity in the col-

lection of the statistics of private libraries is to fix a number of volumes below which

no collection of books shall be returned as a library, as, say, 100, 200,300, or 500 vol-

umes: but it is quite sufficient, without argument, to disprove such a proposition, to

indicate the practical difficulties arising from such questions as these: What shall be

done with pamphlets and unbound volumes? With children's books-? With school

books, old and new ? With public documents, State and national ? It is not too much
to say, that if all these classes were to bo rejected, nine out of ten collections in the

Knifed States which would otherwise pass into a table of private libraries containing

one hundred volumes and over would be thrown out, while, on the other hand, it is

difficult to see what value such a table can hava for any use, scientific or popular, if

these classes are to be indiscriminately admitted.

'Ninth CensiH of the United States: Population aud Social Statistics, pp. 472, 473.

E II
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PLAN OF GATHERING STATISTICS.

It may not be amiss to describe here the plan followed in gathering

the statistics for this report. As has been already intimated, there was

until 1870 little information respecting public libraries in existence.

A-* late as ls.~>o an American Secretary of State was obliged to reply to

the application by a committee of the British Parliament for such in-

formation that, with the best disposition to do so, he found it impossible

to comply with their request.
1 At that time the late accomplished

Professor Jewett was preparing for publication his report on public

libraries in the United States, which appeared the next year, and was

the pioneer attempt to give a description of all our libraries. In ]s~>!)

Khees published his Manual of Public Libraries, which contains a list

of the names of 2,902 libraries; but he was unable to obtain an

account of the number of volumes in more than 1.3; 58 of them. The

works of Jewett and Khees were prepared with great care and in-

dustry; but the rapid increase of public libraries within the last tew

years has made them of little value for purposes of reference. Other

partial statistics were published at different times, but no systematic

attempt was made until 1870 to procure returns from all classes

of public libraries, except in the returns of the United States census in

the years 1850, 18GO, and 1870. These returns did not attempt to name
and locali/e the different libraries, and were for other reasons incom-

plete and untrustworthy.
2 The Reports of the Commissioner of Educa-

tion for 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, and 1874 furnished statistics of several

hundred libraries. Beyond this little was known save that there were

in the country two thousand or more public libraries, each exerting a

less or greater educational influence, of which nothing was generally

known
;
even a knowledge of their names and whereabouts was limited

to their immediate localities. It therefore became necessary to ascertain

first the name of every town in the United States the population of which

was sufficient to seem to justify the belief that it possessed a public

library of some sort. Letters of inquiry were sent to all such towns,

generally to the postmaster, asking whether a public library existed, and
its name

;
the name of the library being obtained, direct inquiries were

sent to it. In each of the larger towns and smaller cities the superin-

tendent of public schools was chosen as a correspondent ;
in the larger

cities persons were selected to make special investigations ;
the directo-

ries of cities were consulted
; gazetteers were examined; the officers of

all institutions and societies that might be supposed to posvsess libraries

were applied to for information
;
and correspondence opened with clergy

-

Tiien, officers of courts, of cities, counties, States, and with other persons

likely to possess information on the subject of libraries in their respective
localities. The reports of Professor Jewett and Mr. Khees, and a list of

; his IrttiT see page 7

- Ninth Census of the t'nitc<l States : Population and Social Statistics, p. 47-2.
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societies and institutions published in 1872 by the Smithonian Institu-

tion also afforded considerable information respecting the names of

libraries.

This preliminary work involved the writing of some 10,000 letters, to

which the responses have generally been most prompt and gratifying. A
mass of information was thus gathered which formed the basis for subse-

quent specific inquiry and correspondence ;
and the cordial cooperation

of all interested enables us to present, as the resultof much time and labor

expended, definite and. trustworthy information respecting nearly 3,700

public libraries of all classes.

It will be observed that the table includes statistics of some public
libraries containing no more than three hundred volumes each. Tiiese

have been added in cases where the recent dates of the establishment or

other known circumstances of the libraries justify the expectation of their

permanence and rapid growth.

ILLUSTRATIONS.

Each of the library buildings chosen as a subject for illustration has

been selected with reference to its historic or representative character.
Thus representations of the Redwood and Loganian Libraries are given

solely because of the historical interest that attaches to them as the

first on the Western Continent devoted entirely to library purposes.
Both were built about the same time, a quarter of a century before the

Revolution, and one of them, the Redwood Library, though greatly en-

larged, is still devoted to library uses. The Lenox and Ridgway Libra-

ries, now nearing completion, each the gift of a single individual, are

also represented; and perhaps no more striking evidence of the vast

growth of public libraries in this country could be found than is afforded

by the contrast between the first two buildings (each also the gift of a

single public spirited citizen) and the two last named. College libraries

are well represented by illustrations of the library building of the Col-

lege of New Jersey and the interior of Wellesley College Library, (for

women,) each of which is a monument to the munificent liberality of a

wealthy citizen. Engravings of the Boston Public and Cincinnati Pub-

lic Libraries are presented as examples of the largest free libraries in

the United States built and maintained at the public expense; while

the Concord,
1

Roxbury Branch, Northampton, Worcester, and Cornell

Libraries are included as representatives of free library architecture in

the smaller cities and towns. The last, bearing the name of its builder

and founder, who presented it to his fellow citizens, is properly assigned
;i jilace with the remarks respecting patronymic libraries, in Chapter
X Xll.2 A cut of the building of the Library Company of Philadelphia,

organized by Franklin in 1731, properly represents the early proprietary

libraries. It was the third library built in this country, dating from

1 For this cut acknowledgments ;uc duti Messrs. Harper A Urotbers.
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1792, and is still devoted to its original uses. The cut of the Appren-

tices' Library of Philadelphia represents a class of libraries that has

conferred great and lasting benefits on many young artisans, but which

is being rapidly superseded by the free and other public libraries which

offer equal advantages to all.

While perhaps no one of the buildings represented may be regarded

as a model in all respects, neither is any one without its points of excel-

lence, and several are admirably adapted to their special uses. Taken

together they fairly represent the past and present of library architect-

ure in America, and certainly show an improvement in some degree

commensurate with the growth of the libraries they shelter.

The plans accompanying Mr. Winsor's contribution on library build-

ings (Chapter XXIV, pp. 473-475) are the expression of long experience

and careful study of the subject, and will doubtless prove of much prac-

tical value.

With the exception of the Wellesley College, Concord Public. Cornell,

Loganian, Library Company and Apprentices' of Philadelphia, and the

Cincinnati Public (exterior) libraries, the engravings have been executed

by Miss C. A. Powell, a graduate of the Cooper Union Free Art School,

of New York.

SUNDAY READING IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

Within the last few years several public libraries in the larger cities

have thrown open their rooms for reading on Sundays; notable among
these being the Boston Public Library, the Free Public Library of Wor-

cester, Mass., the Cincinnati Public Library, the Chicago Public Library,
and the Public School Library of St. Louis. The reports show that a

large number of persons avail themselves of this privilege for improve-
ment and recreation, and that the number of Sunday users of books

and periodicals at most of the libraries has steadily increased from year
to year.

The number of Sunday readers at the Free Public Library of Wor-

cester, Mass., the first public library in New England to open its doors

to Sunday visitors, for each year since 1872, when the privilege was
first granted, was as follows: In 1872-'73, Sunday readers, 5,706; 1873-

>74, 7,179 ; 1874-'75, 10,142.

The superintendent of the Boston Public Library, in his report for

1873, remarks that the use of the reading rooms for periodicals on Sun-

days
" was from one-half to three-quarters of the average week day use.

The frequenters were uniformly decorous
;
the most favorable feature

of the result being that a large proportion of the Sunday visitors were

not such as are seen in the rooms on week days." And in his report for

1875, in summing up the experience of the library in this regard, he

says,
" that from the start the use of the Central reading room has

been abundantly commensurate, and has justified the movement."

Some interesting remarks on the results of the Sunday opening of the
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Public Library of Cincinnati and of the Public School Library of St.

Louis will be found in the sketches of those libraries in another part of

this report.

ART MUSEUMS AND THEIR CONNECTION WITH PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

While the plan of making art museums adjuncts of public libraries,

as advocated in Chapter XXI, may at first seem unpractical and un-

wise a study of the experience of the British Free Libraries in this

regard leads to a directly opposite conclusion. The art gallery of the

Birmingham Free Library was established in 1867
;
in the five follow-

ing years it was visited by more than 600,000 persons ;
in 1872 it was

open 36 Sundays, 49 Saturday evenings, and 289 week days ;
the Sun-

day visitors numbered 13,064, the Saturday evening visitors 12,817, and
the week day visitors 119,880, making a total of 145,761 for the year.

The gallery then contained 35 paintings, 4 statues and busts, and 11

collections, more or less extensive, of artistic manufactures in glass,

pottery, and metals, owned by the corporation, a large proportion of

which had been presented ;
9 paintings, an interesting series of draw-

ings from nature, and a collection of enamels deposited by the Birming-
ham and Midland Institute; and 23 paintings and three collections of

Japanese enamels and metal work lent for exhibition by their owners.

The library committee in its report for 1872 says :

The reading rooms, especially at night, have been greatly crowded daring the year,

and the art gallery has also been used by a largely increased number of visitors.

Looking to the growing usefulness of all departments of the libraries and of the art

gallery, and to the advancing demands upon their space, the.committee regard with

much satisfaction the wise aud liberal. resolution of the town council authorizing the

extension of the libraries and the art gallery.

The report of the Liverpool Free Public Library, Museum, and Gal-

lery of Art for the year 1873 contains the following :

The success of the annual exhibitions of pictures held during two successive years

naturally drew attention to the want of a suitable building where a permanent gal-

lery of art might be collected, and the annual exhibitions held without the necessity

>l disturbing the arrangements of the museum for several mouths in the year, as has

hitherto been the case.

An application to the city council for aid to provide a proper building
was unsuccessful, but the mayor of the city announced his intention to

devote 20,000 for a building.
The same report continues :

The subcommittee have now the pleasure to report the results of the late autumn
exhibition of pictures at the Free Library and Museum.
The exhibition was opened to the public from Monday, September 1, to Saturday,

November ay, during the day, at a charge of Is., and in the evening, from Monday
< >rtober 13, to Saturday, November 2y, at 3rf.

The number of admissions by payments at the door amounted to 13,318 in the morn-

ing and 18,3(>l in the evening, making a total of 31,670, besides :>;>:? season tickets, and

altout 10,000 pupils of educational establishments of all classes aud denominations ad-

mitted gratuitously.
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The number of works exhibited consisted of 454 oil colors, 5r>- \vat.-r colors, 15.") pieces

of sculpture and other works of art, forming a total of 1,057.

Of tln-se, f>72 were for sale, and 'J71 were actually sold lor snm> amounting to

7,402 17*. (><l.; 787 10s. being expended by the corporation in pictures for the per-

manent gallery of art now in the course of formation. The total receipts amounted

to 1,5G6 Is. 3rf., leaving a profit of 466 Is.

The general results of this exhibition have been encouraging, as the following figures

denote, and when, their nature is examined they are still more satisfactory :

Dally
1872. a\>

Day admissions, (Is., 12 days at 6d. each)... 13,276 90 days 117

Evening admissions, (12 nights at 3rt) 9,618 43 nights iJiHi,

1873.

I>ay admissions, (all at Is. each) 13,318 78 days 17"

Evening admissions, (all at 3d.) 18,361 42 nights 1

Water Sculp-
Oil. color, ture, etc.

Works exhibited, 1873 454 5f,< 35

Works exhibited, 1872 430 501 29

Increase 24 67 (i

The large increase in the number of season tickets, viz, 523, as against 332 in 1872,

demonstrates the existence of a rapidly increasing section of the public who return

again and again to study the pictures carefully, and who will in time form a body of

independent and cultivated art opinion, the effects of which must be most advan-

tageous to the town.

Hitherto the committee have been somewhat disappointed at the comparative apathy
of the artisan class, but this year the attendance in the evenings has been very hope-

ful, so much so, indeed, as to warrant the expectation that an interest in art may be

thoroughly excited, and a knowledge diffused among that class which may be pro-

ductive of valuable industrial results. The presence of art galleries and museums in

1'aris has enabled that city, in the absence of most material advantages, to become
a large manufacturing centre, owing solely to the educated taste of her artisans.

London has, within the last few years, become the seat of art manufactures which
have in several instances been the direct outgrowth of South Kensington, and which
in most cases owe their success to the interest in art it has excited and the opportunity
of study it affords. If Liverpool is to become eventually more than a mere warehous-

ing port, any means of attracting such manufactures into her midst should be most

anxiously improved. The attendance of the artisan class at these exhibitions is,

therefore, a most important element from an industrial point of view.

In addition to the art gallery thus successfully established, the Liver-

pool Free Library possesses also a valuable museum of natural his-

tory, etc.

The annual report of the Museum Library and Park Committee of the

borough of Salford, for 1873-74, shows that there were in that year

5i!7, .">oo visitors to the museum, 800,000 to the park, and that the issue

of books belonging to the Central Library and its two branches (contain-

ing altogether 53.024 volumes) was 313,389, while the number of readers

iu the reading and news rooms was 177,000.

Like satisfactory results have followed the joining of art and natural

history museums with other free libraries iu England, and it is believed

that similar benefits would accrue from the union of public libraries and
museums here.
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THE STUDY OF LIBRARY SCIENCE.

Considerable space lias been devoted, under the title of Professorships
of Books and Reading, to the discussion of the question of a new col-

lege professorship the duties of which should be to teach students what
and how to read. While this would meet the needs of college students,

the much larger constituency of the public libraries would still remain,

as now, generally dependent on the librarians for advice and direction.

Hence, it is clear that the librarian must soon be called upon to assume
a distinct position, as something more than a mere custodian of books,
and the scientific scope and value of his office be recognized and esti-

mated in a becoming manner. To meet the demands that will be made
on him he should be granted opportunities for instruction in all the de-

partments of library science.

In Germany the importance of this is beginning to be realized, and
the plan of making it a subject of special study in the universities finds

advocates. Under the title of The science of library arrangement with

a view to a common organization among libraries, and to the special

study of library science in German universities, Dr. F. Jlullmanu, libra-

rian of the University of Freiburg, says :
l

It is very desirable that library science should, more thau has been the case hitherto

in Germany, form a subject of discussion at the meetings of librarians, and that one of

the points to be discussed should be whether library science is to form a special branch

of study at the universities.

I. LIBRARY SCIKNCE SHOULD HAVE A COMMON ORGANIZATION.

Three points have to be considered in this connection :

1. The system. The best authorities agree as to the desirability of a uniform library

system for Germany. At present there are very few systems which entirely satisfy the

demands of our age. This is not the place, however, to criticise the faulty systems of

various libraries, as they are sufficiently well known.
In creating a good bibliographic system we meet with considerable difficulties,

especially with regard to the harmonizing of all the theoretical and practical require-

ments, so as to combine a scientific with a convenient arrangement. At present one of

the two generally preponderates. It frequently occurs that one and the same work is

ranged under twelve different heads in twelve different libraries, which, of course, i-

very confusing. All this tends to show that it should not be left to the will of every
librarian to establish a system for his library, but that there should be a uniform sys-

tem throughout the country.
In order to produce a uniform system, it is of course necessary that individual views

should readily submit to the wishes of the majority. The chief feature of such a

system should be the logical arrangement of the details, without, however, carrying
tlie method of headings and subheadings too far. Smaller libraries, especially, will be

able to do without many of the headings required by larger ones.

2. The catalogue. The new system, of course, presupposes a rearrangement of the

catalogue. We would not advocate absolute uniformity of catalogues, because the

results would not bo commensurate with the amount of labor bestowed. It would,

however, be very useful if the "catch words" in all the German libraries could, as

1 Die Bibliothekseinriohtangaknnde /mu Tlieile einer ^emeinsamen Organisation,
(lie Bibliothekswissenschaft als solche einem besouderen Uuiversitiitsstmlium in

Deutschlaiul nnterworfen, von Dr. F. Hullmauu, Custos der Friburger Universitiits-

bibliothek. Freiburg i. Br., 1874, 23 pp.
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niiu-li as po -sible, be selected and be treated according to a uniform principle, so as

not to let individual opinion be the only guide in tbe matter. To show bow necessary

tins is, we will only mention, as au instance, the different way in which various im-

portant questions are answered, e. y., regarding anonymous books, compound words,

obsolete words, etc.

3. Placing of books. The most convenient way will be to place the books on the

shelves from the left to the right, commencing from the lower shelves, and to have

every book numbered. This numbering should not be continuous through a whole

library, but merely through a division, as the very high numbers, especially in large

libraries, would cause considerable inconvenience.

As in many German libraries the system, cataloguing, and arrangement have not

kept step with the times and with the development of science, and will therefore have

to be changed sooner or later, all such libraries, after they have been authorized by
their respective authorities to make a new organization, might derive the full benefit

of a common discussion of the whole subject. Other libraries might without great

difficulty adopt some things immediately, but should certainly, whenever circum-

stances demand it, carry out practically all the theories, after they had helped to

discuss them in the interest of library science.

AVhat excellent results could in this way be gradually obtained, not only with

regard to the mutual usefulness of all libraries, but also with regard to their individual

usefulness!

Many of the present inconsistencies and egotistical arbitrary rules would vanish?

because these things could then be under much more thorough supervision and con-

trol.

It would, moreover, simplify the conscientious fulfilment of the librarian's duties,

so that it would no longer be necessary for each librarian to have detailed accounts

regarding his treatment of library science. Such a "diary," as Ebert calls it, is,

unfortunately, seldom made, for many librarians do not leave any manuscript notes

for their successors regarding their work and the principles according to which they
have carried it on. This circumstance proves very detrimental to the library in case

of removal or death of the librarian, especially if no oral tradition has beeu pre-

served regarding the method of working. This will explain, to a great extent, why
at present so many libraries, in spite of an immense amount of work, do not reach

their object as fully as would be the case .if a uniform system were established. Such
a system, by making librarians at once at home in any library, and by producing a
uniform method of working in all, greatly facilitates the use of libraries for our men
of science. Thus it will not be entirely chimerical to suppose that in course of time,
even if centuries should pass, a general systematic repertory of literature will be the

result, which would at once show any gap still existing in a library.

II. LIBRARY SCIEN'CB A SPECIAL STUDY AT THE UNIVERSITIES.

Supposing that a uniform library system according to our ideas should gradually
become prevalent, we do not thereby have a sufficient guarantee of the greatest possi-
ble perfection of our libraries. For this will essentially depend on a suitable library
administration

;
and this leads us to the question, how the qualifications requisite for

a librarian can best be obtained.

Although the importance of the office of the librarian has from time immemorial
been fully appreciated, such appreciation has hitherto not been sufficiently general.
For not only was a librarian's place often considered as a pleasant and respectable

sinecure, or as an office of secondary importance which would allow the office holder

conveniently to pursue his favorite studies, but even to the present day has the office

of a librarian at our universities not generally been considered an independent office,

but has been given to one of the professors.

We are glad to see, however, that, both theoretically and practically, the opinion is

gaining ground that only a man specially traiued for it can successfully fill the place
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of librarian. Such a special training belongs very properly to the university course,
as we intend to prove by the following remarks.

In appointing librarians there is no such guarantee of their competency as is de-

manded of other aspirants to public office when they finish their studies. A most
essential point is wanting here, viz, the opportunity for a suitable preparation. For
the occupation of an assistant librarian seems to be scarcely a full equivalent for it.

Aside from the fragmentary character of such a preparation, it can scarcely be taken

into account, because there are comparatively few such places, and the choice for future

librarians would be limited to a small number of persons.

Thus the practical occupation of the officer in the library has hitherto had to take the

place of his education for his duties. This had the great disadvantage, that especially
in modern times, when the extent of human knowledge has increased to such enor-

mous dimensions, it took, contrary to the true interests of the library, a very long
time for the librarian to acquire the necessary amount of knowledge in branches of

science with which hitherto he had been but little familiar. Schrettiuger, in his Manual
of Library Science, Vienna, 1834, was the first who advocated the necessity of a special

school for educating librarians. He only touches the subject very briefly, and desires

that such an education should be given at the chief library of the country, where his

manual might form the basis of lectures on library science, and that only the future

library officers of that country should have the benefit of such instruction. This,

however, would scarcely supply the want of librarians for Germany, and we would

therefore, instead of instruction at a library, recommend that library science be studied

at the universities, not only in one state, but in the whole of Germany; i. e., we desire

that at one of our universities, gradually perhaps at several, lectures on library science

should be delivered by competent men. This course of lectures should extend through
three years. As on leaving the gymnasium most young men will have become proficient

.only in German, French, Latin, and Greek, there will be required :

I. Further linguistic studies, which may be pursued outside of the lecture room. As
most important in this respect we would recommend the study of Hebrew, English,

Italian, and Spanish.
These studies should be carried so far at least as to enable the student to read a

book with the help of a dictionary and grammar, and to acquire a knowledge of the

library technical terms.

II. Lectures should be attended on :

I. General history and collateral studies, e. g., diplomacy.
2. Systematic universal encyclopedia of sciences, with special regard to the best way

of defining the proper limits of each science.

3. Universal history of the more important literary productions, with special mention

of their scientific and booksellers' value.

4. Knowledge of manuscripts.
5. History of the art of printing.
6. History of the book trade.

7. Some knowledge of the fine arts, so as to enable the librarian to know the true

value of engravings, (copper, steel, and wood,) lithographs, and photographs.
-'. Gradual development of library science and introduction to it.

0. The most interesting data concerning the well known libraries of the world :

"
bibliothecography."
10. Library economy, (administration, financial management, etc.)

II. Practical exercises in cataloguing and classifying, (especially the more difficult

subjects, e. g., manuscripts and incunabula.)
I'-i. Management of archives.

Of the subjects mentioned under II, Nos. 2, 3, 5, G, and 7 should be in the hands of

I'oiupetent librarians or men thoroughly versed in library science; Nos. 1 and 4 are

treated of in most universities.

Alter finishing such a course the student would have to. pass an examination before
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a special committee composed of the professors or persons lecturing on library science.

and receive a certificate of qualification for the otlioe of librarian. Such a certilicate

only should secure a person the office of librarian, and no distinction should be made

Ijetweeu students from the different states of Germany.
It will of course be understood that such a course of instruction in library science

otters a great probability but no absolute certainty of being good in practice too.

Only iu two cases does such a study not seem to otter any advantages : first, in places

like Strasbourg, where the number of officers is so large that there is a special librarian

for nearly every chief division. In this case the man acquainted with the specialty of

the library is to be preferred. Second, iu special libraries.

But apart from these two exceptional cases, we may coulidently look to a most bene

licial result from the study of library science.

First of all it will satisfactorily settle a question of vital interest to all libiaries,

vi/, regarding suitable selection in the buying of books. Such a study only will almost

entirely remove the danger of having certain portions of the library favored iu an

undue degree, both as regards the direct expenditure in money, as also the indirect

expenditure by having the librarian's time too much occupied by special subjects.

Such cases have occurred particularly in university libraries; for these, whether in

the hands of "
private professors

"
(l'rirat-l)ocenteii) or not, have always been man-

aged by specialists, who, as a general rule, favored their own studies at the expense of

the whole library.

Such a study of library science will also have the effect to produce, much more fre-

quently than is the case now, works on libraries and everything connected with them,

which of course will be an immense benefit to library science in general.

LIBRARY CONVENTION.

la May, 1853, a call, signed by Professor Je\vett and other librarians,

was published, inviting "librarians and others interested in bibliogra-

phy" to meet iu convention at Xew York, September 15, 1853,
" for the

purpose of conferring together upon the means of advancing the pros-

perity and usefulness of public libraries, and for the suggestion and dis-

cussion of topics of importance to book collectors and readers."

The convention met at the time and place appointed, and remained

iu session three days. About eighty librarians (representing libraries

containing altogether some eight hundred thousand volumes) and others

interested in bibliographical pursuits were iu attendance.

The work accomplished was summed tip by the editor of Norton's

Literary Gazette (October 15, 1853) as follows -.

Acquaintances have been formed among numerous members of the librarian's profes-

sion, who had never seen or corresponded with one another before; an arrangement
has been made for the regular interchange of catalogues and reports; the experience
of those who have long had charge of public libraries has been brought before those

who are novices iu the work, upon a great variety of topics; the Smithsonian system
of cataloguing, which aims at most important changes, has been explained by its

originator, and carefully discussed
; facts and statistics concerning a large number of

widely scattered institutions have been collected aud arranged ;
certain new and in-

genious inventions for the preservation and exhibition of illustrated works have been
introduced to the public ; preliminary steps have been taken for preparing a complete
librarian's manual : suggestions liavt; been made in regard to the establishment of

popular libraries all over the country ; and measures have been taken to form a libra-

rians' association or bibliographical society of a permanent character, the object of
which shall be to promote, iu every way, the establishment and efficient conduct of
collections of books.
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The convention adjourned to meet at Washington at the call of the

committee on permanent organization, of which Professor Jewett was

chairman, but no meeting was afterwards held. Twenty-three years have

passed; libraries have increased in number fivefold, and in influence in

a much greater ratio
;

all the conditions and necessities that demanded
the cooperation of library officers then are more important and urgent

now, and others equally requiring to be met have arisen. In view of

the magnitude of the interests involved, social, financial, intellectual,

and moral, it seems proper and expedient that librarians and others

interested in the welfare of libraries should again meet to interchange

views, compare methods and the results of experience, and discuss

practical questions. In August, 1875, Mr. Thomas Hale Williams,
librarian of the Minneapolis (Minn.) Atheureum, wrote suggesting such

a national meeting ;
his suggestions were favored by a number of the

leading librarians of the country, and have recently taken practical

form in a preliminary call for a conference of librarians, signed by gen-

tlemen representing libraries numbering in the aggregate more than

two million volumes. Three of the signers of the call representing, re-

spectively, proprietary, college, and free public libraries, were delegates to

the convention of 1853, and have been continuously in library service

since that time
;
two in the same libraries they then represented, while

the other, the accomplished author of Poole's Index to Periodical Litera-

ture, has since successfully organized the two largest free public libra-

ries in the West. The proposed convention will be held at Philadelphia,
October 4, 5, 6, 1876.

A LIBRARY JOURNAL.

Another evidence of a revival of interest in public libraries is afforded

by the proposition to establish a journal to be devoted to the discussion

of practical questions relating to the management of public libraries,

and the dissemination of information regarding them. It is expected
that the first number of the American Library Journal, to be published

monthly, will appear Jn September. On account of the importance of

such a journal to the library interests of the country, an abstract of the

prospectus of the American Library Journal is herewith presented.
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Prospectus.

Extract from the annual report for 1869 of the superintendent of the Public Library
of Boston.

" We have no schools of bibliographical and bibliothecal training whose graduates
can guide the formation of and assume management within the fast increasing libra-

ries of our country, and the demand may, perhaps, never warrant their establishment;
but every library with a fair experience can afford inestimable instruction to another

in its novitiate; and there have been no duties of my office to which I have given
more hearty attention than those that have led to the granting of what we could from

our experience to the representatives of other libraries, whether coming with inquiries

fitting a collection as large as Cincinnati is to establish, or merely seeking such mat-

ters as concern the establishment of a village library."

To further these and like purposes it is proposed to publish an American Library
Journal. The rapid growth of libraries in this country makes such a medium of ex-

changing experience vitally necessary, and it will be a means of economizing both time

and money. The Journal is meant to be eminently practical, not antiquarian, and

the.following departments are proposed:
Editorials and contributed paper* by specialists on library economy, bibliography,

classification, construction, and arrangement of library buildings, and like topics.

Library notes as to statistics of growth and circulation, donations, new enterprises,

improvements in binding, cataloguing, library fittings, shelf arrangement, charging,

loan, and return of books, regulations, restrictions, etc.

Bibliography. Record of every new catalogue, report, or other publication bearing

directly on the library interest, in any language. The more important will be reviewed

by specialists.

Current periodical literature. Reference to of analysis of articles of library interest,

appearing in American or foreign periodicals.
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Pseudonyms. A record of all pseudonyms, anonyms, etc., of which any new informa-

tion can be given.

Correspondence. Library letters from abroad and from various parts of our own

country.
Notes and quei'ies. A department that should be of special value. Questions on any

subject coming within the scope of the journal will be received, and, if possible, an-

swered editorially in the next issue. Otherwise they will be referred to readers for reply.

Duplicates. Lists of the more important books offered by the various libraries for

sale or exchange.
Hooks wanted. By purchase or exchange.
Situations. Addresses of librarians and cataloguers desiring engagements, and of

libraries needing such services.

Annual index. A complete index to each volume of the American Library Journal,
which will form a finding list of all topics of library interest during the year.

The Journal, containing about 32 pages small quarto, will be issued every month
from the office of the Publishers' Weekly, 37 Park Row, New York. The managing
editor's office is at 13 Tremont Place, Boston, where it seemed desirable that the journal
should be chiefly edited, that the fullest advantage might be taken of the daily expe-
rience of the justly famed libraries and librarians of that vicinity. The time chosen

for starting the Journal seems very opportune, especially since it follows closely the

publication of the Special Report on Public Libraries in the United States, issued by
the United States Bureau of Education. The real object of the Journal is, in fact, to

form a periodical supplement to this work. The active cooperation of librarians, by
\\ay of subscription, as well as by contributions, communications, etc., is earnestly so-

licited.

Libraries are especially requested to send to the managing editor of the Journal

copies of new catalogues, annual reports, regulations, etc. Scraps or notices of articles,

reviews, notes in local papers, or any other information concerning library interests,

will also be thankfully received.

In connection with the American Library Journal it is proposed to form a collec-

tion of everything of special interest to librarians for common reference and use by
all contributing to it. For this purpose it is requested that every library send to

the managing editor of the Journal two copies of every blank, form, card, slip, cata-

logue, or anything portable that it may use in its administration, and is willing to

contribute
;
one set to be arranged by libraries, showing as completely as possible the

methods and catalogues of each library by itself; the other under classification show-

ing the various methods used by different libraries in the same work, e. ?., all the differ-

ent catalogue cards that are in use in different libraries. The specimens sent should

all be marked with the date, cost, and manner of using; and if, after practical trial,

any improvement can be suggested to other libraries using a similar form or appliance,

this should also be added. This collection, like the Journal itself, is something to

which all should cordially contribute, and from which all may freely draw.

The printing of accurate titles of new books in such a way that they can be used for

tlu- card catalogues of libraries in general, at a slight expense, is an important field for

cooperation. The early completion of Poole's Index to Periodical Literature and ar-

rangements for annual or monthly supplements, the preparation of a guide to the special

collections and rare and valuable books in the libraries of the United States for the

purpose of special research and study, and other enterprises of similar character and

intent, arc among the purposes which it is hoped to accomplish through the ageucy
of tins journal in securing the cooperation of all interested in library work.

The circulation of such a journal being necessarily limited, the subscription price,

in order to put the enterprise on a safe tooting, must be made $5 for the h'rst year. To
insure its success will require the hearty cooperation of librarians in pecuniary as well

as literary support. Subscriptions should be addressed to F. Leypoldt. 3? Park Row
New York; inquiries and other communications to-Melvil Dewey, 13 Tremont Place,

Boston.
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It may be reasonably expected that, conducted in accordance with

the plan above described, under the direction of the gentlemen named,

and receiving, as it doubtless will, the hearty support and cooperation

of active librarians and educators throughout the country, the Library

Journal will find a wide field and abundant opportunities for usefulness.

COOPERATIVE CATALOGUES AND INDEXES. 1

A further illustration of awakened interest, and of the desire to e fleet

cooperation in library work and bring the librarians of different

libraries into more intimate relations, is found in the propositions of

Professor Robinson and Mr. Wiusor in this country, and of a writer in

the Academy in England, to economize the labor and expense of cata-

loguing and indexing, by associated effort on the part of publishers and

librarians of different libraries and countries. These propositions are

noticed in detail elsewhere in this report.
3

PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN CANADA, MEXICO. BRAZIL, AND JAPAN.

The following brief notices of public libraries in the countries above

named will, it is thought, be of interest to Americans. They comprise
all the trustworthy information on the subject that has been found

available.

Dominion of Canada.

Ontario. Within the past twenty-five years Canada has shared in.

the general growth of public libraries. A brief account of the excellent

school library system of the province of Ontario will be found in Chap-
ter II, pp. 57-58. According to the report of the chief superintendent
of education of that province, there were, in 1874, 1,334 libraries of this

class, containing in all 206,040 volumes.

An examination of the revised catalogue published by the depart-
ment of education shows' that great care has been exercised in the

choice of books, and that a judicious selection from it would form an

excellent library in all departments of literature for adults as well as

for pupils in the public schools.

According to the same report, there were also in the province 193-

other public libraries, not including those of Sunday schools, contain-

ing in all 14'J,73i; volumes, making an aggregate of 1,4'J7 public libra-

ries, with 4<\778 volumes.

(jiii'ltt'r.
The following extract from a letter of the secretary of the

minister of public instruction of the province of Quebec, dated March
s. 1875, shows the number and extent of public libraries in that

province :

1 In a letter dated Align*! 4, 1 .-?(',. Professor JvobuiMm writes :

"
I may add that I have

the honor to be chairman of a committee recently appointed at tin- convocation of tho

regents in Albany, by the college olnVers of this State, to devise a general plan ou
which the colleges may unite in cataloguing and indexing. I hope something may be

done in this direction."

e pp. .",1:1. r.u.
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From the best information we can obtain there are 612 libraries, divided as follows :

Xumber. Volumes.

Parish libraries 160 92,967

Universities 3 53,500

Colleges, Catholic 12 83,624

Colleges, Protestant 4 2,000-

Industrial colleges, Catholic 15 29, 244

Industrial colleges, Protestant 1 70

Normal schools 3 7,850-
Academies for boys, and mixed, Catholic 43 7, 016

Academies for boys, and mixed, Protestant 29 2,267
Academies for girls, Catholic 66 33, 923-

Model schools, Catholic 233 22,005
Model schools, Protestant 43 2, 720

Total 612 337,186-

If we add to this the library of the local parliament, that of the department of public

in.strrrction, and a certain number belonging to the different literary societies, which
cannot be less than 100,000 volumes, and which are more or less open to the public,
we have a total of 437,186 volumes.

The educational reports of the other provinces of the Dominion do not

aft'ord specific information in regard to libraries.

Mexico.

The sketch of the public libraries of Mexico, prepared by Fernando-

C. Willett, esq., secretary United States legation, Mexico,, was kindly
furnished by'Hon. J. W. Foster, American minister to that republic.

The following exhibits the number of states in the republic which have public libra-

ries the number of volumes in each state, and the total number of volumes : Aguas-

Calientes, 1,400 ; Campeche, 2,024 ; Chiapas, 3,758; Durango, 5,022; Guanajuato, 11,382 ;.

Jalisco, 22,000; Mexico, 8,904; Michoacan, 12,038; Oajaca, 12,922; Puebla, 24,821;

'/neretaro, 10,130 ;
San Luis Potosi, 2,624 ;

Vera Cruz, a library, but not reportefl ;
Yu-

cat.m, 1,143; Zacatecas, 10,000; Federal District, 106,700; making a total of 234. -< -

volumes.

It will thus be seen that of the 29 states and territories of the republic only 16 have

any public libraries at all, and respecting those which do exist it should be noted that

only a small proportion of the books which they report are of modern dates or of any
great value except to the antiquarian and historian, the great majority of them having
been obtained from the old ecclesiastical libraries of the closed churches and convents.

There are doubtless among these old collections rare copies of valuable works from

which something may be realized for the purchase of modern books, but the great bulk

of these collections from the convents and churches consists of the religions writing
"f priests and monks, the value of which almost entirely departed with the nge that

produced them. The principal library in the republic is the

Kir.I.IOTKCA XACIOXAL.

A visit to this library, and an interview with the courteous librarian, Don Joaqnin

Cardoso, elicited the following facts respecting its origin and present condition :

Previous to the promulgation of the laws of reform there existed in the City of Mex-
ico the cathedral and university libraries and those of the convents. After the triumph
of the liberal party the government came into possession of these libraries, and step-

were at once taken to unite them into one, as the basis of a grand national library : but

uot until the year 1867 was any definite plan to this- end inaugurated. In that year
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Not only government, but private individuals continue to evince

solicitude in the, establishment of libraries, not only in the capital, but

in all the provinces of the empire.

Japan.

As a vivid illustration of the spread of western ideas in regard to

popular education among the nations of the Hist, the free public library

recently established at Tokio, in Japan, deserves to be mentioned.

For the following- brief account of this library we are indebted to the

kindness of our countryman, Hon. David Murray, Ph. I)., LL. J)., super-

intendent of educational affairs in the department of education of the

empire of Japan :

I think this library is the lirst in Japan in which foreign hooks were to constitute a

feature. It is designed, to comprise books in Japanese and Chinese, and in European

languages.
It is a public library, opeu to all persons, native or foreign, who may desire to con-

sult it. In general, the books are not to be taken from the building; but certain >peei-

lied classes may, under the sanction of the minister of education, he permitted to borrow

from the librai'y.

It is in the city of Tokio, (Yedo,) and is now temporarily bestowed in the ancient

temple of Confucius, which, although probably the most beautiful building in Tokio.

is not specially adapted to the purposes of a library. It was founded by the Mombusho
I department of education) and opened to the public in lrt?f>. The nucleus of the col-

lection of foreign books was the private library purchased from Hon. Mori-Arinori,

formerly the representative of Japan in the United States. I5y purchase, donation,

and otherwise, the, foreign department has largely increased. The Japanese and

Chinese department has been obtained chiefly from donation by departments of the

government ami wealthy families.

I estimate the foreign collection now to contain, say. (i,0!>n volumes, and the .Japanese
and Chinese, say. 4,000 volumes.

A small annual allowance is made for the support and increase of the library. Ex-

traordinary grants will be made from time to time. The management of the library

is in the hands of a bureau of the department of education.

CONCLUSION.

It is not to be expected that a report covering so long- a period of time,
and treating- of a subject regarding which so little definite information

could be obtained from the labors of other investigators, will be com-

plete and perfectly accurate; but it maybe fairly claimed that this

work, prepared as it has been with painstaking research and attention

to accuracy in details of lesser as well as greater importance, may be

accepted with a considerable degree of confidence, at least so far as

statements ot fact are concerned. 1

Kvery one who has pursued a sim-

'On pages 411) and 4 17 of this report it is stated that the shares of the Social Library
of Castine, Me., h.-came the properly of the town in I-1 27. That statement, made on
the authority of the present librarian, is, it appears, incorrect, lie states, in a letter

! August ->. l>7ti, that the town did not establish a public library until March, !>">.

;he year subsequent to the enactment of the state law authorizing the establishment

of free town libraries. This information was, unforhinaf ely, received too late for the

correction of the error in the proper place, and necessitates this explanation.
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ilar investigation of any subject knows how elusive facts aiv when ob-

stMired by the mists of a hundred, fifty, or even twenty-five years; how
difficult the verification of a date a half-century old

;
how unsafe a tra-

dition or reminiscence of an event antedating the inquiry by even a few

years.

It will be observed that on several subjects, as cataloguing and novel

reading, different opinions are expressed by different contributors
;
but

as the contrariety in each case respects questions that are still unset-

tled and matters of discussion, it is thought quite proper that all sides

should be heard. There is also necessarily some repetition, resulting

from the intimate relations of certain subjects assigned to different con-

tributors, who prepared their papers without opportunities for consulta-

tion with each other. Usually the texts of both or all have been re-

tained, either because each possesses distinctive features of its own, or

because the importance of the subject justifies reiteration.

In the editorial chapters, the endeavor has been to state facts and the

conclusions they appear to justify with as little comment as practicable ;

and in the presentation of statistics, the temptation to " estimate : ' and
"
approximate

" has been steadily resisted. In no table of statistics in

the work does a figure or other item appear that is not substantiated

by what in onr judgment is the most trustworthy evidence procurable.

To the official acknowledgments made elsewhere, for assistance and

advice in the preparation of this report, the editors desire to add their

personal thanks.

S. K. WARREN,
S. X.CLARK,

Editors..





CHAPTER I.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES A HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

BY HORACE E. SCUDDER.

RESOURCES FOR LITERARY CULTURE A CENTURY AGO PROPRIETARY AXD SUBSCRIP-

TION LIBRARIES COLLEGE LIBRARIES PARISH LIBRARIES.

In taking account of the present state of society and education in our

country as compared with conditions a hundred years ago, one of the

most suggestive points of comparison is in what may be called the im-

mediate resources of literary culture. Although true culture can never

be attained except by the foregoing of indulgence in meaner pleasures,

yet it almost seems as if the day had gone by in the more closely in-

habited parts of our country when the obstacles in the way of book-

learning required to be overcome by extraordinary means, in our

principal cities and large towns there are free libraries
; bookstores dis-

play not only American books but fresh importations constantly from

England and the continent, while magazines and newspapers of general
or special character art made accessible to the poorest person living in

the remotest hamlet. Moreover the business connected with the pro-

duction and distribution of literature has become so important an in-

dustry that reading is forced upon the notice of people, and by new sys-

tems of dealing, the customer for books and periodicals is not waited

for but sought out.

A hundred years ago the country was not onjy sparsely settled, but

communication, between the different portions was irregular and infre-

quent ;
there was no highly organized postal system to act as an ex-

press from the publisher to his remotest customer; the large towns

themselves were very imperfectly supplied with bookstores and print-

ing offices, and education w.as much more confined than at present to

certain classes of society. The idea of a free public library could hardly
find general acceptance until the idea of free public education had be-

come familiar to men's minds, and the libraries existing at the time of

the Revolution were necessarily representative of the existing state of

public opinion on the subject of culture. They were, with scarcely an

exception, either connected directly with 'institutions of learning or the

outgrowth of associations of gentlemen having tastes and interests in

common.
EXPERIENCE OF FRANKLIN.

Perhaps nothing could make this clearer than to recite the experience
of Benjamin Franklin, who easily represents for us the poor boy of the

IE
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period, with a mind quick in its appetite for literary knowledge, and the

sagacious citizen whose perception of the wants of his countrymen would

lead him to take measures to satisfy them. In what he did not, as well

as in what he did, may be read the condition of the most advanced pub-
lic sentiment in his time. "From a child," he tells us in his autobi-

ography,
1 "I was fond of reading, and all the little money that came

into my hands was ever laid out in books. Pleased with the Pilgrim's

Progress, my first collection was of John Bunyan's works in separate

little volumes. I afterward sold them to enable me to buy K. Churton's

Historical Collections
; they were small chapmen's books and cheap,

forty or fifty in all. My father's little library consisted chiefly of books

in polemic divinity, most of which I read, and have since often regretted

that, at a time when I had such a thirst for knowledge, more proper
books had not fallen in my way, since it was now resolved I should not

be a clergyman. Plutarch's Lives there was in which I read abundantly,
and I still think that time spent to great advantage. There was also a

book of De Foe's, called an Essay on Projects, and another of Dr. Ma-

thers, called Essays to do Good, which perhaps gave me a turn of

thinking that had an influence on some of the principal future events of

my life." This bookish inclination, he adds, determined his father to

make him a printer, and he was accordingly apprenticed to his elder

brother James. "I now had access," he continues,
2 " to better books.

An acquaintance with the apprentices of booksellers enabled me some-

times to borrow a small one, which I was careful to return soon and

clean. Often I sat up in my room reading the greatest part of the night,

when the book was borrowed in the evening and to be returned early

in the morning, lest it should be missed or wanted. And after some

time an ingenious tradesman, Mr. Matthew Adams, who had a pretty

collection of books, and who frequented our printing-house, took notice

of me, invited me to his library and very kindly lent me such books as

I chose to read About this time I met with an odd volume of

the Spectator. It was the third. I had never before seen any of them. I

bought it, read it over and over, and, was much delighted with it. ...
And now it was that, being on some occasion .made ashamed of my igno-
rance in figures, which I had twice failed in learning when at school, I

took Cocker's book of arithmetic, and went through the whole by my-
self with great ease. I also read Seller's and Shermy's books of Naviga-

tion, and became acquainted with the little geometry they contain, but

never proceeded far in that science ; and 1 read about this time Locke
on the Human Understanding and the Art of Thinking, by Messrs, du
Port Royal."
These memorabilia of Franklin indicate sufficiently the resources

J The Life of Benjamin Franklin, written by himself: now first edited from origiua]

manuscripts and from his printed correspondence and other writings. By John Big-
elow. Philadelphia, 1875, vol. i, p. 105.

2
Ibid., p. 107.
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which a bright boy of the time the first quarter of the last century
had in Boston. A few theological books in his father's library, the use

of a book now and then from the bookstore, the chance of borrowing
from a "

pretty collection of books," and the occasional purchase of a

book which was mastered and turned inside out by use, as in the case

of the odd volume of the Spectator, which served him, as he tells us, for

a copy-book in his attempts at producing literature these were his lit-

erary resources. He was about seventeen years old when he left Boston
and began that striking career which has especially identified him, so

far as his fame and his influence had losal bounds, with the city of

Philadelphia.

It was by chance, seemingly, that he went there. One printer only
was in New York at the time, and he had no employment for him, but

told him that the recent death of a young man in Philadelphia had left

a vacancy in a printing office there, and, consequently, Franklin ex-

tended his journey to that town. It gives us a lively notion of the

slight place which literature held in the economy of the time, when we
discover that, in 1723, there was but one printer in New York and
two only in Philadelphia, both of these poorly qualified for their

business, one being illiterate though bred to the business, and the other

something of a scholar but ignorant of press-work. Perhaps an even

more significant commentary is in the incident related by Franklin of

his return to Philadelphia the next year, when he had been to Boston

and had brought back with him his books, together with those of his

friend Collins, "a pretty collection of mathematics and natural philoso-

phy." Franklin brought the books with him in a sloop by which he

traveled from Boston to New York. " The then governor of New
York," he relates,

1

"Burnet, (son of Bishop Buruet,) hearing from the

captain that a young man, one of his passengers, had a great many
books, desired he would bring me to see him. I waited upon him ac-

cordingly, and should have taken Collins with me but that he was not

sober. tfhe governor treated me with great civility, showed me his

library, which was a very large one, and we had a good deal of conver-

sation about books and authors. This," he adds complacently,
" was

the second governor who had done me the honor to take notice of me,

which, to a poor boy like me, was very pleasing."

THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY AND THE PHILADELPHIA
LIBRARY.

It was about six years after this, when Franklin was fairly established

in Philadelphia as a printer, that his interest in philosophy and litera-

ture led him to combine with certain associates to form a debating soci-

ety, called " The Junto," which grew into the American Philosophical

Society, and also was the cause of the establishment of what he calls

1

Ibid., p. 138.
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" the mother of all the North American subscription libraries." x His

account 2 of the origin of the library is interesting for the picture it gives

of the period:

At tin- time I established myself in Philadelphia, there was 7iot a good bookseller's

shop in any of the colonies to the southward of Boston. lu Xew York and Philadel-

phia, the printers wen- ind.-ed stationers; they sold only paper, etc., almanacs, ballads,

and a few common school-books. Those who loved reading were obliged to send for

their books from England ;
the members of the Junto had each a lew. We had left the

ale-house, -where we first met, and hired a room to hold onr club in. I proposed that

we should all of us bring our books to that room, where they would not only be ready

to consult in our conferences, but become a common benefit, each of us being at liberty

to borrow such as he wished to read at home. This was accordingly done and for some

lime contented us. . . . The number was not so great as we expected ;
and though

they had been of great use, yet some inconveniences occurring for want of due care of

them, the collection, af.er about a year, was separated, and each took his books home

again. And now I set on foot my first project of a public nature, that for a subscription

library. ... I drew a sketch of tin; plan and rules that would be necessary, and got

a skillful conveyancer, Mr. Charles Brockden, to put the whole in form of articles of

agreement to be subscribed, by which each subscriber engaged to pay a certain sum

down for the lirst purchase of books, and an annual contribution for increasing them.

So few were the readers at that time in Philadelphia, and the majority of us so poor, that

1 was not able, with great industry, to rind more than fifty persons, mostly young trades-

men, willing to pay down for this purpose forty shillings each, and ten shillings per an-

num. On this little fund we began. The books were imported; the library was open one

day in the week for lending to the subscribers, on their promissory notes to pay double

the value if not duly returned. The institution soon manifested its ability, was imi-

tated by other towns, and in other provinces. The libraries were augmented by do-

nations; reading became fashionable
;
and our people having no public amusements to

divert their attention from study, became better acquainted with books, and in a few

years were observed by strangers to be better instructed and more intelligent than

people of the same rank generally are in other countries.

In 1732 the first books were received from London, arrangements for

settling the bills having been made with Peter Collinsou, mercer, in

(Iracious street, London. This gentleman took a lively interest in the

matter, and himself added two books, which he accompanied with the

following letter :

LONDON, July 22, 1732.

( ; KNTI.KMKX : I am a si ranger to most of you but not to your laudable design to erect

a public library. I beg your acceptance of my mite, Sir Isaac Newton's Philosophy
and Philip Miller's (Jardeners Dictionary. It will be an instance of your candour to

accept the intention and good will of the giver and not regard the meanness of the

gift. I wish yon success, and am, with much respect, yours.
PETER COLLIXSON.

The books were at first kept in the chamber of Robert Grace, one of

Franklin's friends, and an associate in establishing the library. A libra-

rian was in attendance an hour on Wednesday and two hours on Satur-

day, and he was allowed to permit, as the record shows, "any civil

gentleman to peruse the books of the library in the library room, but

! Ibid., p. 20d. =
Ibid., p. 220.

3 Notes fur a history of the Library Company of* Philadelphia, [by W. Smith,]

published in Waldie's Portfolio. Philadelphia, 1835. Part ii, p. 100. (Sept. 26.)
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not to lend or to suffer to be taken out of the library, by any person
who is not a subscribing member, any of the said books, Mr. James

Logan only excepted."
l The exception is a notable one, Mr. Logan being

at the time a Friend, advanced in years, who had been secretary to

William Penn, and having a high reputation as a man of learning and

a collector of books, had been consulted by the young associates as to

the choice of their books. Joseph Breiutnall, Philip Syng, and Benjamin
Franklin were afterward presented with the freedom of the company,
that is, excused from paying the yearly contribution; Breintnall for his

trouble as secretary six years, Syng for engraving the seal, and Franklin

for printing notices each two years.

Something of the simplicity of the early years of the library may be

discovered in the entries which appear in the records shortly after the

formation. Thus we read that, "one of the subscribers having some
weeks ago brought to the library a book for the directors to see, and

buy if they pleased, belonging to a gentleman lately from London, who
is a transient person, the committee this night agreed to buy it for the

library, and ordered the librarian to pay the price of fifteen shillings for

it, that being less than a cent on the first cost, and the book undefaced.

To be paid out of money received for forfeitures or penalties from bor-

rowers of books delinquent. 'Tis a Voyage to the South Seas and along
the coast of Chili and Peru in the years 1712, 13, and 14, by Mons. Fre-

zier, in folio, with thirty-se\;en copper cuts, and well printed and bound

on good paper."
1 On the 12th of March, 1733, William Rawle presented

"six volumes or books of the works of Mr. Edmund Spenser;" whereat

the worthy secretary observes, after stating that the directors kindly
received this gift for the company, "the famous old English poem called

Spenser's Fairy Queen is included in these works,'' 1

THE UNION, ASSOCIATION, AND AMICABLE LIBRARY COMPANIES MERGED
IN THE PHILADELPHIA LIBRARY.

In 1740 the books were removed to the upper room of the western-

most office of the State-house, the use of which had been granted to the

company by the assembly. One more removal was made in 1773 to the

second floor of Carpenters' Hall, where the library remained until the

present building was erected. The company was regularly incorporated

in 1742, and by its general prosperity and its excellent management

gradually drew to itself other collections of books. Thus in 17C9 the

Union Library Company, in 1771 the Association Library Company and

the Amicable Company were merged in the Philadelphia Library Com-

pany as the institution was called. These libraries were established sub-

sequently to the Philadelphia Library, and were indeed suggested by it.

THE LOGANIAN LIBRARY.

A more important junction, however, was that of the Loganian Library,

which still forms an important and individual part of the library. Jaim-s

1

Ibid., p. 100.
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Logan, whom tbe young tradesmen bad consulted when they began their

adventure, bad himself a valuable private library, especially rich in

classical and foreign works, which be had been fifty years gathering.

The character and value of these books may be inferred from the fol-

lowing extract from Mr. Logan's will :

In my library, which I have left to the city of Philadelphia for the advancement aud

facilitating of classical learning, are above one hundred volumes of authors, in folio,

all in Greek, with mostly their versions. All the Roman classics without exception.

All the Greek mathematicians, viz, Archimedes, Euclid, Ptolemy, both his geography
and almagest, which I had iuGreek, (withTheou's commentary, in folio, above 700 pages)
from my learned friend Fabricins, who published fourteen volumes of his 15iblioth<-cjuc

Grecque, in quarto, in which after he had finished his account of 1'tolciny on my in-

quiring of him at Hamburgh, how I should find it, having long sought for it in vain

in England, he sent it to me out of his own library telling me it was so scarce, that

neither prayers nor price could purchase it : besides there are many of the most valu-

able Latin authors, and a great number of modern mathematicians, with all the three

editions of Newton, Dr. Watts, Ihilley, etc.

What a pleasing glimpse this allows us of the book hunter and the

book-reader as well. He found time to play a little with literature, and

when about sixty years old made a translation of Cicero's tract De

Senectute, enriched with notes, which Franklin printed ten years after-

ward, himself furnishing a preface. He proposed to erect this collec-

tion into a public library, and accordingly, in 1745, conveyed a lot of

ground on the west side of Sixth street, between Chestnut and Walnut

streets, with a building,
1 and some three thousand books to trustees for

this purpose, at the same time placing certain rents in their hands

to defray the expenses of a librarian and to increase the library.

He afterward canceled tbe deed and began the preparation of another,

but died before he completed it. After his death, his widow and heirs

made a trust-deed, carrying out his wishes. By this deed it was pro-

vided " that there should be a perpetual succession of trustees, part of

whom should be of the descendants of James Logan, preferring the

male line to the female, as long as any of his descendants remained
;
that

one of his male descendants, taken in priority of birth, and prefer-

ring the male line to the female line, should be librarian of the said

public library, with a power of employing deputies; that the library

should be opened for the public use of the citizens, and that books

might be borrowed thereout under certain restrictions.*' 2
This, we be-

lieve, is the only case in America where a public oflice is hereditary. A
younger brother of James Logan, Dr. William Logan, of Bristol, England,
collected many books, which fell to the possession of James Logan's sou

William, who added to the number, and bequeathed them, some thir-

1 On page 7 will be found a view of this building, the lh>t in the United States

devoted to the uses of a public library: Ei>m>i>.

ita'ogue of the Hooks belonging to tbe Loganian Library, to wLicli is prefixed a

short account of the Institution, with the law for annexing the said library to that

belonging to the Library Company of Philadelphia, and the Kules regulating the

manner of conducting the same. Philadelphia, 1795, p. vi.
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teen hundred volumes, to tbe library of which he had been librarian, in

accordance with the terms of the trust. After his death, however, in

1776, the library remained closed for several years, and finally, in 1792,
the only surviving trustee, of those originally appointed, James Logan,
at Franklin's suggestion, applied to the legislature of Pennsylvania to

vest the property in the Library Company. This was accordingly done

by an act which provided that the books should be kept separate, and
that one of the trustees should continue to be a descendant of James

Logan, but the librarianship was not so restricted, the office passing into

the control of the Philadelphia Library Company.
The Loganian Library, as we have seen, was chiefly a library for

scholars, but the origin of the Philadelphia Library had the effect to

make its books read by all classes. There is a small volume of letters,
1

published in 1774, written by Kev. Jacob Ducbe', an Episcopal clergy-

man, residing in Philadelphia, in which the writer says :
" You would

be astonished at the general taste for books which prevails among all

orders and ranks of people in this city. The librarian (of the City

Library) assured me that for one person of distinction and fortune there

were twenty tradesmen that frequented this library.
2

In another letter he says :

There is less distinction among the citizens of Philadelphia than among those of any
other civilized city in the world Literary accomplishments here meet -with

deserved applause. But such is tbe prevailing taste for books of every kind, that almost

every man is a reader ; and by pronouncing sentence, right or wrong, upon the various

publications that come in his way, puts himself upon a level, in point of knowledge,
with their several authors. 3

The character of the books at first composing the Philadelphia Library

may be guessed to have reflected to a considerable degree Franklin's

own taste. He printed a catalogue in 1741, and afterward, without

date, but presumably within a few years, a list of " books added to the

library since 1741." These two catalogues, which have no other arrange-

ment than the mechanical division of books into folio, quarto, octavo,

and duodecimo, show very simply, within certain limits, the class of

books most in vogue at that time in Philadelphia. Of theological books

and controversial tracts there is scarcely one. There is rather a small

allowance of books in polite literature; but travels, science, philosophy,

natural history, and especially the mechanic arts, are well represented.

History makes a good show, but politics is not very prominent. A
single page in the catalogue is devoted to a short account of the library,

probably by Franklin, in which there is held out an inducement to sub-

scribe to the stock. A share, it declares,
" is now valued at 6 10*.

But for this small sum, which, laid out in books, would go but si little

'Observations on a variety of subjrrts, literary, moral, and religious; in a series of

Original Letters written by a gentleman of foreign extraction who resided some time in

Philadelphia. Revised by a Friend, to whoso hands the manuscript was committed for

publication. Philadelphia, 1774.

2
Ibid., p. 11. 3

Ibid., p. 29-30.
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way, every member has the use of a Library now worth upwards of

.C5IH), whereby knowledge is in this city rendered more cheap and easy
to become at, to the great pleasure and advantage of the studious part
of the inhabitants. It is now ten years since the company was first

established; and we have the pleasure of observing, That tho' 'tis

c'ompos'd of so many Persons of different Sects, Parties and ways of

Thinking, yet no Differences relating to the affairs of the Library have

arisen among us; but every Thing has been conducted with great Har-

mony, and to general Satisfaction. Which happy Circumstance will, we

hope, always continue." 1 The character of the library at a later period

may be inferred from the correspondence which passed between the

committee on importation and their London agents in 1783, when, after

an enforced restraint of nine years, the library resumed its collecting. In

their letter accompanying a remittance of 200, the committee say :
" We

shall confide entirely in your judgement to procure us such books of

modern publication as will be proper for a public library, and though
we would wish to mix the utile with the dulce, we should not think it

expedient to add to our present stock anything in the novel way;''
2 a

principle of selection which has largely governed since.

The Philadelphia Library passed through the scenes of the Revolu-

tion without suffering any special detriment. Fears, indeed, were enter-

tained for it, and an attempt was twice made, without effect, to call a

general meeting for the purpose of empowering the directors to remove

the books and effects of the company in case of an emergency. Both

of the opposing parties had the- benefit of the library. In August,

1774, it was, upon motion, ordered "that the librarian furnish the gen-
tlemen who are to meet in congress in this city, with such books as

they may have occasion for during their sitting, taking a receipt from

them;"
3 and the British army officers who occupied the city during the

Avinter of 1777-'78 were in the habit of using the library, but invaria-

bly paid for the privilege. At the close of the war the number of books

was about five thousand.

PHILADELPHIA LIBRARY BUILDING.

The library was housed in its present quarters in 1790, the first stone

of the edifice being laid August 31, 1789. A tablet was prepared and
inserted in the building bearing this inscription :

Be it remembered
in honor of the Philadelphia youth

(then chiefly artificers)

that in MDCCXXXI.
they cheerfulh",

at the instance of Benjamin Franklin

1 A Catalogue of books belonging to the Library Company of Philadelphia. Philadel-

phia, 1741, p. 56.

Smith's notes, iu Waldie's Portfolio, p. 102.

3
Ibid, p. 102.
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one of their number,
instituted the Philadelphia Library

which, though small at first,

is become highly valuable and extensively useful,

and which the walls of this edifice

are now destined to contain and preserve :

the first stone of whose foundation

was here placed
the thirty-first day of August 1789.

The inscription was prepared by Frankliu, with the exception of tbe

reference to himself, which was inserted by the committee. The refer-

ence was deserved, though it may be doubted whether the committee

in inserting it did not seek the honor which Franklin's name lent to the

library quite as much as they sought to add to his fame. He probably
felt more direct interest in the companion Philosophical Society, to

which he left a larger bequest in books
;
and it does not appear that

during his lifetime, after the first institution of the library, he either

added much to its collection or gave much thought to it. His absence

from America would naturally withdraw him from it, while his connec-

tion with the more personal Philosophical Society was easier to main-

tain. Be this as it may, the conception of a free public library, as now

held, did not occur to Frankliu, while the scheme for aiding apprentices,

which lay nearer his heart, has been practically dissipated, owing to

changes in the social condition of tbe people, which he did not foresee.

The statue of Frankin, which occupies a niche in the front of the

building, was given by William Biughaui, who, in consultation with the

directors, learned that Dr Franklin " would approve of a gown for his

dress and a Eoman head." 1 It would be a curious inquiry to learn

what successive distortions of some simple remark of the doctor re-

sulted in this queer recipe for a statue. However, Mr. Bingham, to

make sure of the Roman head perhaps, sent an order to Italy, accom-

panied with a bust belonging to the Pennsylvania Hospital and a draw-

ing of the figure. The resultant statue, we are told, was regarded by
his contemporaries as showing a good likeness.

Frankliu called the Ph iladelphia Library the mother of all the Xorth

American subscription libraries, and while some of those existing when
he wrote, (1771,) have very possibly been allowed to die, there still

remain several libraries whose origin dates from near the period when
this present enterprise attracted attention from its success.

UNION AND CHESTER LIBRARY COMPANIES.

In Pennsylvania there were two other libraries of similar character;

one, in Hatborough, a town about sixteen miles north of Philadelphia,

the Union Library, founded in 1755, and, perhaps, saved from the fate

of other libraries by a bequest which in later years brought a substan-

1

Ibid., p. 103.
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tial building for its preservation ;
the other in Chester, the oldest town

in the State, the library company being formed in 1709 by an associa-

tion of citizens who contributed thirty shillings each.

JULIANA LIBRARY.

A third library, dating from 1770, is the Juliana Library, in Lancaster,

established by Thomas Penn, one of the proprietaries, and named by
him after his wife. But this probably cannot be classified among the

subscription libraries. The Juliana Library maintained an indepen-

dent but not very animated existence until about 1838, when the books

were sold to pay long accruing rents to the heirs of Caspar Weitzel, the

last librarian, in whose house the books had been kept. Some of the

books found their way into the Juvenile Library and Young Men's

Reading-Room of Lancaster, some into a private circulating library,

and some were scattered among private citizens; 'but there is little to

show that the library ever had any other impetus than that given by
the original founder.

CHARLESTON LIBRARY SOCIETY.

Outside of Pennsylvania, several libraries appear in the old colonies

which may very possibly point to the Library Company as the original

suggestion. "The Charleston (S. C.) Library Society" we quote
from the preface to the catalogue of 1820 ''owes its origin to seventeen

young men who, in the year 1748, associated for the purpose of raising

a small fund to collect such new pamphlets and magazines as should

occasionally be published in Great Britain. They advanced and re-

mitted to London ten pounds sterling as a fund to purchase such pam-

phlets as had appeared during the current year, acting at first under a

mere verbal agreement and without a name. Before the close of the

year their views became more extensive
;
and on the 28th of December

rules for the organization of the society were ratified and signed, when

they assumed the name of a Library Society, and made arrangement for

the acquisition of books as well as pamphlets; . . . the society be-

came popular, and before the close of the year 1750 numbered more than

one hundred and sixty members." l An effort was made to obtain an act of

incorporation. For three successive years applications were made to

the colonial assembly, and upon defeat by the governor's veto, to the

privy council in Great Britain, but without success.

It is difficult now to ascertain the causes which created these obstructions to the

incorporation of a literary society. But the effect was injurious, and had nearly pro-
duced a dissolution of the association. The members finally resolved to place their

funds at interest, and make no further purchases until a charter could be obtained.2

The act of incorporation was finally secured in 1755.

From this time the progress of the society was rapid and satisfactory. The members
continued to invest a portion of their income in bonds, and soon began to embrace in

'Catalogue of the books belonging to the Charleston Library Society. Charleston,
1826, p. viii.

=
Ibid., p. iv.
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their views the establishment of au institution for education in connection with their

library. Such was the increase of their fuuds that in January, 1775, the amount in

bonds was 18,000 (about $11,000) and between two and three thousand pounds were
added to this sum between this period and the 1st of January. 1778. The library of

the society, at the same time, was receiving regular addition from annual purchases,
and the donations of individuals, which were then frequent. Great attention appears,
from the minutes of the society, to have been paid, at this period, to classical literature,

and many discussions took place as to the portiou of the funds which should be annu-

ally applied to this department. The collection of classical authors, and of Commenta-
tors on the classics, was not only respectable from its number, but valuable for the

selection
;
for some excellent scholars then superintended this portion of its labors. 1

M'KENZIE LIBRARY A TART OF THE SOCIETY LIBRARY.

The society kept to its intention to establish a college eventually, and

this probably
" induced Mr. John M'Kenzie, a lawyer of eminence, who

died in 1771, to bequeath a valuable library to the society for the use of

a college, when erected in the province. . . . These books were received,

distinctly marked, and always kept apart from the books of the society."
2

This library, like others, as we shall see, suffered considerably from the

derangement of society and affairs during the llevolution, when Charles-

ton was occupied by the British, and also by the calamity of fire, which

in other cases also wrought great havoc, so that of the five or six thou-

sand volumes which had been carefully collected, only one hundred and

eighty-five were saved. The M'Kenzie library fared better
;

its size is

not indicated, but the statement is made that two-thirds of the books

were saved. For several years the society kept alive as a social club,

and the books that had been saved, together with the few added from

time to time, served as a nucleus for the present library, which was or-

ganized anew in 1790.

WINYAW INDIGO SOCIETY.

The only other public library south of Philadelphia which we can

discover to have existed prior to the Revolution, is that which was

attached to the academy under the control of the "VVinyaw Indigo

Society, in Georgetown, S. C. This society, formed about the year 1740,

by the planters of Georgetown district, was originally a social club,

which met once a month to discuss the latest news from London and

the culture of indigo, the staple product of the county. The initiation

fees and annual subscription of the members were paid in indigo, and

as the expenses were light, there had accumulated by 1753, a sum which

seemed to require some special application. The president of the society

proposed that the surplus fund should be devoted to the establishment

of an Independent Charity School for the Poor; and out of this proposi-

tion sprang the establishment of a school which, for more than a hun-

dred years, was the chief school for all the country lying between

Charleston and the -North Carolina line, and resorted to by all classes.

'Ibid., p. iv. Ibid., p. v.
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The society was chartered in 1753, and a library was accumulated, but

no records remain to indicate how large it became the occupation of

the academy building at Georgetown during the late war leading to

the destruction both of papers and books.

NEW YORK SOCIETY LIBRARY.

In the Northern States there were others, some of which still exist

in different degrees of prosperity. The present New York Society

Library was incorporated in 1754, twelve years after the incorporation
of the Philadelphia Company. It did not at first take that name, but

that of the City Library, and owed its origin to the efforts of a body of

gentlemen who clubbed together for the purpose and raised in a few

days nearly GOO,
1 which was laid out in the purchase of about seven

hundred volumes of "new, well chosen books." The books were at

first deposited iu the City Hall, and with them were placed what
remained of two previous collections of books, one a small library pre-

sented in 1700, by Rev. John Sharp, chaplain of Lord Bellamont, the

other a gift from the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign

Parts, to whom, in 1729, a library of 1,622 volumes2 had been bequeathed

by the Eev. John Millington, rector of Newington, England. This last

gift was made to New York " for the use of the clergj and gentlemen
of New York and the neighboring provinces," and the two collections

were for a time thus maintained; but the librarian dying, the books

were neglected and almost forgotten, until the founding of the Society

Library in 1754, called fresh attention to them. In 1772, a charter was

granted to the society under the name it now bears, but the war not

only interrupted the growth of the library, but nearly destroyed it. It

appears from the minutes that " the accidents of the late war having
nearly destroyed the former library, no meeting of the proprietors for

the choice of trustees was held from the last Tuesday of April 1774,

until Saturday, 21st December, 1783, when a meeting was summoned
and the operations of the society were resumed/' 3 In 1789, the original

charter was revived, a new collection was begun, and in 1793, a cata-

logue was published containing about five thousand titles. It is plain,

therefore, that when Benjamin Franklin and John Collins, two young
tradesmen, brought their books in a sloop from Boston to New York,
the event was significant enough to lead Governor Burnet to make the

acquaintance of a young man who contrasted in respect to his love for

literature with those about him. It was the gentlemen, indeed, of New
York, who, perhaps under the example of the Philadelphia mechanics,

: In New York currency, or 1,500. EDITORS.

"April 22, 1730. The library from the society for propagating the gospel, etc.,

arrives, being 1,642 volumes to be placed in the City Hall until a place be made to

receive them." History of the New Netherlands Province of New York, etc., by Will-

iam Dunlap, New York, 1840, v. ii, appendix, clxii. EDITORS.

'Alphabetical and analytical catalogue of the New York Society Library, with a

brief historical notice of the institution, the original articles of association in 1704,

and the charter and by-laws of the society. New York, 1338, p. viii.
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clubbed together to form the Society Library, and it was in a similar

class of society that the Redwood Library of Newport, had its origin.

REDWOOD LIBRARY.

There was in Newport a literary and philosophical society, founded in

1730, though it does not appear that a collection of books formed at

first any important part of their plans. It was founded jn part by
Bishop Berkeley, who was at this time residing in Khode Island, a colony

exceptionally marked by its wealth and culture. Newport then held a

relative commercial importance much beyond its present position, and
New York was described as " near Newport." Out of the action of the

society there grew a demand for a library, and finally in 1747, the gift to

the society of 500 sterling, from Abraham Redwood, for the purchase of

books led to the inauguration of direct measures. Mr. Kedwood's gift

was a liberal one, but we have rarely seen an acknowledgment of a

public benefaction so grandiose as the following, taken from an early

catalogue of the Eedwood Library. It seems to be in keeping with the

general sentiment among book-men, that led them to catalogue and

classify their books according to their size, treating folios with a respect

which those clumsy books seldom receive in this day.

The generous Abraham Redwood Esq ;
of Newport on Rhode-Island, sensible of the

distinguishing Favour, whereby Heaven had blessed him with an ample Fortune, pro-

posed to acknowledge it by a Design, which could only be the genuine Effect cf a

grateful Mind, the improving the Place of his Residence in Knowledge and Virtue;
that from the Inhabitants some Revenues of Honour might return and be paid to the

Donor of all Mercies. To accomplish this happy End, he freely, and without a Prompter,
devoted and paid down FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS Sterling, for purchasing a LIHKAUV

of all AKTS and SCIENCES, put under the most prudent Limitations and Restrictions
;

whereunto the curious and impatient Enquirer after Resolution of Doubts, and the

bewildered Ignorant, might freely repair for Discovery and Demonstration to the one,

and true Knowledge and Satisfaction to the other; nay to inform the Mind in both.iu

order to reform the Practice. Now to conduct this Design to the best Advantage, he

proposed to form a Company of some of the best Repute and Character, who might

join in Consultation upon the most suitable Methods to bring so important a Project

to a happy Issue. 1

REDWOOD LIBRARY BUILDING.2

Five thousand pounds
3 were subscribed in the town for a suitable

x Laws of the Redwood Library Company. Newport, 1764, p. 3.

2A view of this building is given page 17. "An Historical Sketch of the Redwood

Library aud Athenfeum," by David King, M.D., contains the following description:

"The Library Building, which is a beautiful specimen of the Doric order, was begun
in 174S and completed in 1750. The plan was furnished by Peter Harrison, assist-

ant architect of Blenheim House, England. The principal front is ornamented with a

portico of four Doric columns seventeen feet in ho ight and projecting nine feet from

the Avails of the building. The edifice consists of a main building and two small

wings. The wings furnish two rooms, each about twelve feet square. The principal

Library room, occupyingthe hall of the main building, is thirty-seven feet long, twenty-

six feet broad, and nineteen feet in height. The building on the outside is worked in

imitation of rustic and is adorned by the ornaments appropriate to the Doric order."

The building was enlarged in 1858. In 1675 further extensive additions were begun,

which will be finished the present year. EDITORS.
3 Colonial currency. EDITORS.
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library building, and in 1750 the present beautiful house was built

upon land which had been given by Henry Collins. The books

bought were mainly of a classical and theological cast, these being the

lines of study chiefly pursued by the scholars of the day, and the pro-

vision in Newport was for the gentlemen of the colony. Such was the

attraction of this library that it was the principal inducement to Dr.

Ezra Stiles to fix his residence in Newport in 1755, and there he re-

mained for twenty years, acting as librarian, and by his influence drew

many books to the shelves.

There is a suggestive entry on the fly-leaf of Montanus' Biblia Sacra

Polyglotta, in the handwriting of Dr. Stiles, showing the primitive man-

ner in which books were bought, and perhaps, also, the value set upon
a work which required such a company of gentlemen to lift it.

JAX. 5, 1774. Moutanus' Polyglot &c in 8 vols., folio, price 21 dollars or 4 16.

sterling was given to the Redwood Library in Newport, R. I., by the following persons;

viz., the Hon. Abraham Redwood Esq., the founder, two guineas, or 9^ dollars
;
Mr.

Francis Malbone 1 dollar
;
Mr. James Rod Rivera, 1-J- dollar

;
Mr. Aaron Lopez, 1

dollar
;
Dr. William Hunter, 1 dollar

;
Mr. John Bours, 1 dollar

;
Mr. Isaac Hart, 1

dollar; Mr. Samuel Rodman, 1 dollar; Mr. John Cranston, 1| dollar; Ezra Stiles, 1

dollar ;
viz. 21J dollars. The hooks received and deposited in the Redwood Library by

Ezra Stiles, librarian. 1

From the years 1750 to 1810, not a single tax was laid on the proprie-

tors to increase the library. The books bought with Mr. Redwood's

money were considered at the time the finest collection of works on

theology, history, the arts and sciences in the American colonies, and

very possibly this deterred merchants and others in Newport from

giving money further, leading Dr. Stiles to resort to special subscrip-

tions when he wished to purchase particular books. Gifts, indeed, of

value, were made from time to time
;
but the revenues of the library

arising from fines and an annual tax of twenty shillings on each share,
were employed for discharging officers' salaries, incidental charges, and
unavoidable repairs.

The occupation of Newport by the enemy during the Revolution

broke up Dr. Stiles's congregation, so that he removed to Portsmouth,
N. II., and with the destruction of the commercial prosperity came the

reduction of the place to an unimportant town. The library, as in the

case of the New York Society Lib/ary, suffered during the war, and no

meetings of the company were held from 1778 to 1785. The building
was defaced, many of the books carried off', and it became necessary to

begin almost anew the collection and cataloguing of books, a matter

which was the more difficult since the glory of the town had quite de-

parted, and upon the death of Mr. Redwood in 1788, the interest in the

library became feebler. The revival of society interest in Newport has

led, however, to a renewed prosperity for the library.

A catalogue of the Redwood Library and Athenjeum in Newport, R. I., together
with a supplement, addenda and index of subjects and titles

; showing all the books

belonging to the company on the 1st of June, I860
;
to which is prefixed a short account

of the institution, with the charter, laws and regulations. Boston, I860, p. xii.
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PROVIDENCE LIBRARY.

There was another library in Khode Islaud, less conspicuous than the

Bed wood the Providence Library. It was established in 1753, and
suffered the customary trial by fire in 1758, when, along with the town-

house, in which it was placed, it was burned, only about seventy volumes,
loaned at the time to members, being saved. An effort was made by the

proprietors in 1762 to revive it, and some books were imported from Lon-
don and placed in the new court house, the occupation of a room there

being granted in consideration of the free use of the library by the ineru -

bers of the assembly. The library must have received considerable

attention, for in 1768, when the population of Providence was less than
four thousand, the proprietors had collected nearly a thousand volumes.

It was for a time the only library used by Rhode Island College, after-

ward Brown University, which removed to Providence from Warren in

1770. The books were badly used, partly on account of the somewhat

irresponsible hands iii which they were placed, and the company accord-

ingly sought an act of incorporation, which was granted in 1798. It

kept up an independent existence until 1836, when it was united with

the Providence Athenaeum.

EARLY LIBRARY AT PORTLAND, ME.

The city of Portland, Me., had not the relative importance to Provi-

dence in its earlier days that it now has
;
but it was one of the few

towns possessing a library formed by the voluntary contribution of

citizens. We copy from a paragraph in William Willis's History of

Portland :

The state of literature iu town previous to the Revolution was not of a very ele-

vated character; nor indeed from the situation of the people could much have been

expected. Yet when the small population of the Neck is considered, not exceeding

1,900 at the very eve of the war, perhaps it contained as large a proportion of edu-

cated men as any other place iu that day. In 1763 several gentlemen upon the Neck,
desirous of promoting the diffusion of useful knowledge and extending the means ot

information, made some attempts to establish a library. In 1765, twenty-six persons
had associated together for this purpose, all but two or three of whom lived upon the

Neck. The progress of their laudable undertaking was extremely slow, and a$ the open-

ing of the library in 1766 it contained but ninety-three volumes, of which ancient and

modern universal history somprised sixty-two volumes, just two-thirds of the whole

number. Only part of this work was first put in, but iu 1765 a subscription was raised

among the members to complete the set, and 39 15s. were contributed on this occasion.

Ii.)oks at that period were not thrown from the press with the rapidity and in the

quantity they are at this time : book-shops were rare, and all works of standard value

were imported from England. It will be seen that among those which constituted the

iirst library here, not one was printed in this country. Not much addition was made
to the books previous to the Revolution, and in the destruction of the town, the little

collection was widely dispersed* and a number of the books lost. 1 Such of the books

as remained were afterward deposited iu the Portland Atheii;emn.

The History of Portland from 1632 to 1864, with a notice of previous settlements,

colonial grants and changes of government in Maine. By William Willis. Portland,

1865, p. 360.
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REVOLVING LIBRARY.

A library, half public, half private, that dates from the same period

is the "
Revolving Library, for the benefit of the first and second par-

ishes in Kittery, (Maine,) and one in York." This library, which, true to

its name, revolved bodily upon a small axis, was the result of a gift of

Sir William Pepperell and others of books from their private libraries

for use as above. The books were at first in the possession of the lU-v.

Benjamin Stevens, pastor of the first church at Kittery from 1751 to

1790, and the collection had grown, by a special gift from Sir William's

son, until the whole library was quite a substantial one of standard

books. After Mr. Stevens's death the library for a time remained with

his son-in-law, the Eev. J. Buckminster, and then began its revolutions,

falling into the hands successively of the oldest settled minister, and

traveling about among the parishes. It probably never numbered

over three hundred books, and it may be guessed that its wandering
life was not calculated to increase the number of the volnines. "Two

years ago, (1873,)" writes a friend, who lately saw the library, "when
the present pastor at Kittery Poin t took possession of the parsonage,

he found the library dumped down on the attic floor, like a load of coal,

the wife of the former incumbent considering books unhealthy, and so

being unwilling to have them in any living-room. The books are now

placed on shelves in the minister's study, and though man y have fallen

out of the ranks, it contains fine old valuable copies of the standard

works of the last century."

SOCIAL LIBRARY AT SALEM.

In 1760, a number of gentlemen united to form the Social Library of

Salem, Mass., placing the shares at five guineas each, and making the

number of shares thirty-two. The library could not have been very
extensive. A catalogue was published in 1809, showing about 800 books.

On a fly-leaf of the copy in the Harvard library is written :

A few of us also possess iu this towu of Salem a Philosophical Library of several hun-

dred volumes, including the memoirs of the French Academy from the beginning, the

Royal Society Transactions from the beginning, Memoirs of the Berlin Academy,
American edition of the British Encyclopedia, Harris's Lexicon Technicum, &c., be-

. sides the philosophical works of Boyle, Newton, Wolf, Leibnitz, Bernouille, Bnffon,

Franklin, Priestley, Maupertius, &c., and works by Smith, Maclauriu, Leadbetter, Keil,

Stewart, Arbnthnot, Rehanlt, Spalanziui, Pringle, Price &c., and of several Literary
Institutions.

This library was captured during the war by an American privateer
from a vessel crossing the Irish channel, brought to Beverly, and sold

to the gentlemen of the Philosophical Society. It belonged originally

to Dr. Richard Kirwan, who, with very good grace, declined to receive

the remuneration which the society offered him.

SOCIAL LIBRARY AT LEOMINSTER, MASS.

The Leominster, Mass., Social Library was formed in 1763, with about

one hundred volumes. For fifty-two years it was kept in the library of
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the Rev. Francis Gardner. The case which held it is still in the posses-

sion of his niece, Miss E. G. Gardner, and it is designed to deposit it in

the Public Library. It hardly seems worth while, perhaps, to call a

hundred books a library, but it should be remembered that at that early

day we were still colonists of Kiug George, and American literature

was still a thing of the future. In 1820 the books of this old library

were sold and the proceeds invested in a new collection bearing the

same name.

SECOND SOCIAL LIBRARY AT HINGHAM, MASS.

This library, still in existence and containing 1,750 volumes, was

begun in 1773. Owing to the absence of records no facts respecting its

early history can be obtained except that, in 1793, there were seventy-
six shareholders.

The libraries, then, mentioned above, represent the chief means of

general literary culture open to Americans a hundred years or more ago :

one in Philadelphia, two or three small ones in Pennsylvania, one in

Charleston, one in New York, one in Newport, one in Providence, one
in Portland, one in Salem, one in Leomiaster, one in Hingham, and the

Revolving Library of Kittery and York. But the distinction between

these public libraries and the libraries connected with colleges was not

so great then as now, so far as the persons using them are concerned.

The Philadelphia Library was an exception and a very interesting one,
but the other libraries were mainly formed and used by the persons
who in other places, as Cambridge and New Haven, would be using the

college libraries. Harvard Library was at the service of the educated

men in Boston and the neighborhood, and the same is true of the other

college libraries, though they were, of course, most convenient for facul-

ties and students. - The idea of a free public library has gradually
served to separate the great lending and consulting libraries from those

connected with institutions, which have gradually come to be more

strictly confined to the use of the officers and students comprising the

institutions.

COLLEGE LIBRARIES. 1 HARVARD.

Of these college libraries the most notable is that of Harvard College.
The founding of the library was contemporaneous with the founding of

Almost as soon us- the first English settlement was matle at Jamestown, Va., the

initial steps were taken to establish an institution of learning in the infant colony by
the grant, at the instance of Sir Edwin Sandys, treasurer of the London Company, of

1~>, (MK) acres of land towards the endowment of a eollego at Henrico for the colonists

and Indians. King James, in 1619, issued a "brief" asking contributions from the

English chnrcheH to aid the company in "y e
erecting of some churches and schools for

y
e education of y

e children of those Barbarians." The sum of 1,500 was contributed

in response to the King's letter. Other liberal benefactions came in from other sources.

The officers and sailors of an Kast Indiaman gave 70 8s. Gd. " towards the building of

a .Free School in I'irtjinia, to be called the Eaxt linl'm School." In January, 1(^1, "a
small Bible with a cover richly wrought, a great Church Bible, the Booke of Common
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the co^ege. Like that, it was small and increased only by a slow

growth ;
but the few books which had been gathered in the course of a

hundred and twenty-six years, were, almost without exception, destroyed

in the fire of January 24, 1764. This collection of five thousand volumes

was the most extensive college collection in the country, although it is

doubtful if it was intrinsically more valuable than Mr. Logan's collec-

tion then existing. The tire gave an impetus at once to the efforts of

the friends of the college to re-establish the library, and the records of

the college at the time enable us to form quite an exact notion of the

choice of books then made, and of the disposition ofthe donors. The library

was to be constructed anew, and there is good evidence of the wide-

spread interest in the college both in this country and in England.

RESTORATION OF THE LIBRARY.

The fire occurred January 24, 1764. Governor Bernard promptly
sent a recommendation to the legislature that they should take measures

to replace Harvard Hall, and, accordingly, the sum of 2,000 was voted.

A general subscription was made among the towns and counties of the

Prayer, and other bookes were presented to be sent to VIRGINIA, in the name of a per-

son who had the yeare before sent lor the use of the Colledge at Henrico : 8. Augustine

De ciuitate Dei, Master Perkins, his workos, and an exact map of America. The giuer is

not known, but the books are valued at 10 0.

"Giuen by Master Thomas Buryraue, and Minister in VIRGINIA, deceased, for the use of

the Colledge, a library valued at 100 marks."

In the same year the "
gentlemen and mariuers that came lately home from the East

Indies in the two ships called the Hart and Eoe-Bucke, being at the Cape of Bona-Spe-

ranza, homeward bound, gave towards the building of the aforesaid Free Schoole in

VIRGINIA the summe of 66 13. 4d."

Charles City was fixed on, from its convenience to llenrico, as the place for the East

India School, and early in 1622 carpenters were sent from England to put up the nec-

essary buildings. The school was designed to prepare students for the college at Hen-

rico. There George Thorpe, charged with the preliminary work of organization, had

settled with one hundred colonists on the college lands.*

Rev. Patrick Copeland, chaplain of the East India Company, a zealous friend and

generous patron of the East India School, was appointed president of the New Col-

lege and general manager of its property. In April, 1622, being then in London, he

was "
requested by the company to deliver a thanksgiving sermon . . . for all the

late mercies of God to the colony and for the bright prospects before them."

About three weeks before this, on the 22u of March, 1622, the torch and tomahawk of

the savage had laid waste the infant settlements on the James, and nearly three hun-

dred and fifty settlers had lost their lives among them the noble Thorpe. The savage
deeds of that day drove all thoughts of peaceful efforts to civilize and educate the In-

dians from the minds of the colonists, who entered on a war of revenge and extermi-

nation against their savage foes. More than sixty years elapsed, and then Virginia saw
another and happily successful effort made to establish a college, which, in spite of re-

peated misfortunes, still lives, the second college in point of age in the United States.

For authorities consulted, see Annals of America, by Abiel Holmes D.D., volume i,

second edition, Cambridge, Hilliard and Brown, 1829; Old Churches, Ministers and
Families of Virginia, by Bishop Meade, volume i, Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott & Co.,

1857
;
and Papers Relating to the History of the Church in Virginia, edited by William

Stevens Perry, D.D., privately printed, 1870. EDITORS.
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State, amounting to 878 IQs. 9<7., and Thomas Hollis of London, a

former benefactor of the college, sent 200 for the same purpose. But
it was in the special gifts of books that the general interest was most

displayed. In May the overseers took measures to raise subscriptions
for the library. Mr. Hollis, writing some time afterwards, thinks " the

government of the college in the wrong, that they did not take a differ-

ent method to obtain assistance toward repairing their library than in

their weekly papers, (which are seldom read in England.) The method
most likely," he says,

" was to have made the publication in all the Eng-
lish papers and magazines, to have engaged all the booksellers in

England in the cause of collecting, etc, etc., but as that was not done in

proper season," he recommends " that it be done now; that an account

of the fire and the loss be drawn up and published ;
that the necessity

and liberty and consequently the charity of contributing toward the re-

pairing the library be properly and pathetically set forth
;
the benefac-

tions already received gratefully and genteely acknowledged, (studious-

ly avoiding the naming particular benefactors,) and at the same time

pointing out how very inadequate the books already received are to the

greatness of the loss or to the purposes of such a library; that all the

booksellers of any note in the kingdom be engaged to undertake for

you and appointed to receive donations; that some gentleman of letters

and leisure be pitched upon in London to correspond with them and to

receive the books or monies to lay out in books." l

NOTABLE GIFTS.

Mr. Hollis gave something more than good advice. In addition to

his gift for the building, he gave a like amount to be expended in books,
and from time ta time sent over special books which he had picked up,

and left a sum of money to the college, the interest of which is still ex-

pended in the purchase of books. The college had many friends in

England. Their agent in London at this time was Jasper Mauduit, and

much of the business was transacted through him. He writes, April

17, 1764:

I am to acquaint you that the New England Company for Propagating the Gospel
with you and parts adjacent at a General Court have ordered me to lay out C'^00 in

such books as shall bo most suitable for those persons who shall be willing to qualify
themselves for missionaries to go and preach the gospel to and among the Indians.

You may therefore please to send me a list of such as were destroyed by the late fire

and will be useful.-

The society that gave this liberal gift had always been generously

disposed towards the college ;
and some notion may be formed of tho

standard of qualification for missionary work among the Indians when
the list of books, 1,101 in number, supplied tor this laudable purposi- is

examined and found to contain solid works in science and classical lit-

erature as well as in religion. It is evident that their conception of an

1 Harvard College Papers, vol. ii, 1764-1785. "Ibid.
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education which would quality a man for missionary work in Natick

did not materially differ from what they would have required in one to

deliver a Thursday lecture in the First Church in Boston.

Other English donors were the archbishops of Canterbury and York,

the trustees of the British Museum, who gave two folio volumes of the

Harleian manuscripts ;
Messrs. Dilly, the booksellers, who gave Lang-

horne's Plutarch; A. Kincaid, of Edinburgh, the King's printer, who is

credited with a gift of forty-three volumes; and the Rev. George White-

field, who gave his collection of books, procuring, also, by his influence

a large number of valuable books from various parts of Great Britain.

The purchases of books were necessarily made in England, and the prov-

ince of New Hampshire voted 300 sterling to be used in purchasing
books for the library. A catalogue was transmitted to the Rev. Bast

Apthorp, in London, by whose care 743 books were purchased. It looks

as if the books were more costly than those purchased by the Society for

Propagating the Gospel. Besides these large gifts and purchases, there

were many gifts of single books from friends living in America. Lieu-

tenant Governor Hutchinsou gave his History of Massachusetts Bay,
in three volumes, and Harris's collection of voyages. John Greeuleaf

gave Henry's Expositions, in six volumes, and Rev. Dr. Byles Caffellus's

Commentary. Mr. Fleet, presumably the printer and bookseller, gave
Thomas Willis, M.D., Opera, and John Hancock, Calasio's Hebrew Lexi-

con, in four volumes, folio, a work which that light-minded man was doubt-

less glad to be comfortably rid of. Hancock also made a very liberal gift

of 500 sterling for the purchase of books. Rev. William Adams, of Rox-

bury, is credited with the generous gift of " his sermons and other books,"
and Hon. Nathaniel Sparhawk, of Kittery, with six copies of the Dissent-

ing Gentleman's Answer to White, which may fairly have been distrib-

uted among those who were specially qualifying themselves to preach the

Gospel to the Indians. Thomas Palmer gave twenty volumes of Roman
antiquities, which called out a vote of thanks from the corporation

" for

the noble addition he has been pleased to make to the library, of that

truly royal work The Antiquities of Herculaneum, and a complete set

of the remaining monuments of Roman grandeur."
1 One gentleman,

John Barnard, of Marblehead, who wished to contribute his mite, added
also the sentiment :

" May Harvard Library rise out of its Ashes with

new life and Vigour, and be durable as the Sun, tho' the Building is a

Nusance, and may the Blessing of Heaven continue upon that Society
at Cambridge and make it a Nursery of pure Religion and accomplished
Literature thro'oub all Generations." 2 The curious phrase respecting the

building is not probably as contemptuous as it first strikes the ear, the

word "nuisance" being used to describe the condition of the ruined

building.

1 The History of Harvard University. By Josiah Quincy, LL.D. Boston, 1860, vol. 2,

p. 487.

2 Harvard College Papers, ii.



Public Libraries a Hundred Years Ago. 25

The growth of the library from this time up to the war was quite

rapid. The number of books cannot be determined exactly, but it

probably was not far from ten thousand volumes, and certainly the col-

lection was in many respects made with great care, the books especially

selected by Mr. Holli.s beiug substantial and in good editions. The war

interrupted the work of the college, and the library was removed, part
to Concord, part to Andover, and deposited for safety elsewhere. It

was increased also by the grant on the part of the general court of se-

questrated libraries from the possession of loyalists, which had been

deposited in the province-house, and in some stores.

COMPOSITION OF THE LIBRARY.

There is in the library a manuscript catalogue, not dated, but prepared
about this time, which gives the names of all the books in the library,

together with the names of donors
;
and the first general catalogue,

printed in 1790, is classified by subjects, and enables one to make some

comparison of the prominence given to certain classes of books. We
do not know how far Hancock advised as to the selection of books bought
with his 500, but they comprise the largest part of such polite litera-

ture as the library contains. Spenser, Chaucer, Pope, Dryden, Gay,
the Gentleman's Magazine, V jltaire, and Rabelais were among his gifts,

while Hollis gave Milton, Boccacio, La Fontaine, and Shakspere. That
he should have given Milton is easy enough to understand, since he was
an ardent admirer of his works, and indeed of all writing that breathed

the rarer air of mental and political liberty. The mention of Shakspere
reminds us how meager was the entire showing of dramatic works.

Frauklyn's translation, the works of Moliere, Colley Cibber, one Igno-

ramus, and two editions of Shakspere comprise nearly the whole of

the dramatic reading at Harvard, but the general drift of the library
will be seen when we say that of the 350 pages in the catalogue of 1790

100 are devoted to theological tracts and 50 to theological books. Indeed,
the tracts, so called, constitute about two-fifths of all the titles in the

library, and indicate how considerably the authorship of the day was

expended on these ephemeral publications. They are by no means to

be confounded with the single-leaf little missiles which are shot out by

religious publication societies, but were frequently very solid produc-
tions. They answered to the articles in our periodicals to-day, to our

editorials and newspaper contributions, and, by their form and bearing,

testified to the high respect which men of letters entertained toward

books. A. sudden energy of writing could find vent in a tract, but a

book was a much weightier matter. We note also in this catalogue
that its list of Bibles occupies three pages and a half, while three-quarter-
of a page suffices for its periodicals. Books of travel occupy four pa u -

and Greek and Latin authors ten.

Wo have lingered over the Harvard library because the peculiar cir-

cumstances of its reconstruction render it the best exponent we have of
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the literary taste and the resources of our ancestors a hundred years

ago! There were, however, six other college libraries in existence at

the same time.

WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE.

The College of William and Mary, in Virginia, was founded in 1692,

and a library at some unknown subsequent date was established there,

but it was small when the war of the Revolution came. 1

'The college of William and Mary was the most richly endowed institution of learning
in North America at the outbreak of the war for independence, its annual income from

all sources amounting to nearly 4,000 sterling.

The first commencement was held in the year 1700. The nucleus of a library was

formed, which was destroyed with the college building in 1705. The second college

building was not completed till 1723.

The record book of the faculty contains the following, under date of August 10, 1723,

desiring that the income of a certain fund, bequeathed by Hon. Robert Boyle for the

education of Indian youth, should be devoted to the purchase of books:

" INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE PRESIDENT AND MASTERS OF WILLIAM AND MARY COL-

LEGE, IN VIRGINIA, TO JOHN RANDOLPH, ESQ., NOW BOUND FOR ENGLAND.*

" We have now in bank upon that fund about five hundred pounds, part of which we
desired to lay out in a well-chosen library, which we judge necessary, and, indeed, the

most necessary thing that is now wanting towards the finishing their education and

fitting them for what was intended, the being put in orders, and sent out pastours to

preach in their own country language, and instruct and convert their own people. As
we do not live in an age of miracles, it is not to be doubted that Indian scholars

will want the help of many books to qualify them to become good pastours and teach-

ers, as well as others. And the fund allotted for their education being able to supply

them, what reason can be given why part of it may not be employed that way ? If it

be alleged that our College Library, it may be expected, should supply them, it may be

truly answered that at present our funds are so poor, and theirs so rich, that they can

better supply us than we them, and so it would be no hardship upon them, if whilst

we found them with Masters and Professors to teach them Latine, Greek, and Hebrew,
and Philosophy, Mathematics, and Divinity, they should in their turn help themselves

and us to a few necessary books for those studies. But we are willing to compound the

matter with them : we have, we can't say good store of books, but enough to make a

good foundation and beginning of a library, to the use of which they are welcome, and
if we were able, would buy a great many more, which we and they want. This want
is their loss as well as ours. What can be more reasonable than that since their fund

is able to do it, and ours not able, they should contribute their share towards so neces-

sary means of education ? Some, perhaps, will be apt to object that by this means we
think to make a considerable addition to the College Library at their expense, and if it

were so, there would be no great harm in it, since the College Library is to be a common
Library to them and us. But the case will be really much better on their side, for what-

ever books are bought with their money shall not only be reflosited in distinct presses
marked with the name of Boyle or Brafferton, and at their own house, (being without
the college,) but every particular book shall have that inscription on the back of it

;

so that, as to the use we shall have the benefit of their books, as they shall of ours, yet

really the property shall not be altered. Every one shall know his own
;
and this assist-

ance of books we think as necessary a means and instrument of their education, as the

paying for their victuals and cloaths, and master's salary, and medicine, and falls fully

Papers relating to the History of the Church in Virginia, A. D. 1650-1776. Edited by William
Stevens Perry, D.D. Privately printed, 1870, pp. 550, 551.
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YALE COLLEGE LIBRARY.

Yale College, established in 1700, had, so to speak, its library before

it was organized, since its establishment was symbolized by the gift of

books. President Clap, in his Annals of Yale College, tells the story,

and as he also recites the several gifts which the library received down

within the design of their noble founder, and therefore we hope the Earl of Burlington
and my Lord Bishop of London (whose directions we are to follow in the management
of this charity,) will easily come into it, and then there will remain nothing (for we
shall give you a letter of credit to the cashier of this fund) but to take uiy Lord Bishop
of London, our chancellour, his advice concerning the properest books for our use, and

their best editions
;
and to help you in this choice you will have with you two cata-

logues, one of those books the college is possessed of already and another of those

which an ancient minister designs shortly to leave to it,* that you may not buy them.
"
Upon this occasion, too, we must desire you to wait on his Grace, my Lord Arch

Bishop of Canterbury, who, as he has been upon all occasions a notable friend of the

College, so was pleased particularly to signify his good intentions of giving or loaning

something towards our Library ; pray render our thanks to his Grace, and so consult

him in the books you may buy for us, that he may have his share of supplying us with

what part of learning he thinks most proper, that what you buy may not interfere

with his Grace's intended donation. These are the chief things w'ch occur to us at

present. Perhaps you may meet with some charitable benefactors, especially towards

our library, that being at present our chief want, and as all this will put you to trouble

and charge though you generously say nothing of it, we shall think it our duty not to

be ungrateful."
In July, 1724, Dr. Blair, minister of Bruton parish, Williauisburgh, as well as

president of the college, wrote as follows :

" We have not, nor never had any Parochial Library. The college has a small library.

The key is kept by one of the masters."!

In 1724, the Rev. Hugh Jones, A.M., minister of Jamestown, and chaplain of the as-

sembly, in his Present State of Virginia, published in London that year, thus refers

to the college :

"There is a library without books, comparatively speaking." t

In 1743, Dr. Blair died, leaving 500 in money and his private library to the

college.

Although the library was not extensive, it was, for the period, very rich and valu-

able and appears to have numbered from fifteen hundred to two thousand volumes.

The following letter from R. A. Brock, corresponding secretary of the Virginia Histor-

ical Society, dated Richmond, Va., January 25, 1876, and including extracts from a

letter of Dr. Grigsby, president of the same society and chancellor of the college
will be found of interest. After explaining his delay in responding to the request for

iif'ormalion, he says:
"Neither my own library, nor those of the State, the Historical Society, nor of my

friends resident -in the city contained the desired information.
" Mr. (Jrigsby, tho president of our Historical Society, from his long connection with

the college and his known familiarity with its history, appeared to me to be the most

likely resort.
"

I have been awaiting his reply, which reached me yesterday. Ho writes :

" ' In answer to your inquiry about the extent of the library bequeathed to William and

Mary College by President .lames Blair, I am inclined to believe from tho number of

books bearing his name which I have seen in tho college library, that they must have

reached between six and seven hundred volumes. If you will visit Hourico Court-

* Dr. Blair, who was undoubtedly the author of these instructions,

t See Papers relating to the Church in Virginia, p. 300.

J Ibid, p. 547.
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to 1706, we give here in succession tin- several paragraphs in his \\\

nals which contain the record of the gradual formation of the library :

The ministers so nominated met at New Haven. (17ti(l,j ami tunned themselves into

;t bo:l\or society, to consist of eleven ministers, including a rector, and agreed t<>

found a college in the colony of Connecticut, which they did at their next meeting at

Bran ford in the following manner, viz: 1 Each member brought a number of hooks and

House and look into the record of wills from August 1, 174:5, when Dr. Blair died, you
will find his will, which may throw some light on the subject. Tin- scattered book-, t..

which you allude [I mentioned iu my letter to him having seen a number of volume>

on theological and philosophical subjects, bearing the imprint of tin- seventeent.li cen-

tury, and marked with his label of ownership
'

J. Blair,' in printed red letters, having

been exposed for sale at public auction in this city some years since two of them an

in my library R. A. B.] were either some of thosp which the commissary gave his

nephew John Blair, the father of the John Blair of the Supreme Court of the United

States, or were taken from the college library by borrowers and never returned.

" ' Several months ago I saw in Prince Edward County two folio volumes with the book-

mark of Dr. Blair, which had been borrowed by Frank Gilmer and kept by him during

life. But the books of Dr. Blair composed but a small portion of the library of William

and Mary. I have seen there books bearing the book-plates of nearly all our governm >

from 1700 to 1775, and of our leading colonial men. There was the finest edition of

The Fathers, in many folio volumes, splendidly bound and gilt, which was presented by
the Archbishop of Canterbury to the college between 1750 and 1760. There was one

set of works in folio that was estimated to be worth in England, thirty year

nearly 700. I should put down the books in 1770 as between fifteen hundred and two

thousand volumes of the most valuable kind in Latin, Greek, French, and English.
" ' The splendid set of the Encyclopedic M6thodiqueiu thirty-three folio volumes was

presented to the college by Louis the Sixteenth, at the close of the war. It must be

remembered that as late as 177G, all our English classics were iu quarto fjrm Shak-

spere to Hume, Robertson, and Gibbon.
"
'Among the books in the college library before 177G and until 1859, %vheu the books

were burned, was the Biblia Sacra Polyglotta, by Brianus Waltonus, printed iu 1057.

in six volumes, folio. As late as 1843, a distinguished English divine pronounced this

work the most complete biblical apparatus in any language.
-Another book of immense value was the Lexicon Heptaglotton of Edmund Castell.

two volumes, folio, 1669. As nearly two-thirds of the edition was destroyed iu Eng-
land, this great work rose in value, and was estimated in 1825 by Professor Campbell
to be worth iu England seven hundred dollars. It was presented to the college by
Robert Carter Nicholas. But these books, which I took a note of many years ago on a

visit to the library, will show its great completeness and its great cost.'

"As suggested by Mr. Grigsby, I have referred to the records of Heurico County court

without success. I hardly thought that the records of the ancient James ( ity County
would have been lodged in another county. Those of James City were all destroyed

during our late unhappy war, as I was informed some years since by the then clerk of

the county. There are about a dozen early volumes, however, preserved in the Heu-
rico County Court-house, the earliest of date 1678."

President Ewell of the college writes under date of December 19, 1875 : "The books

given by Dr. Blair counted by hundreds; a complete set of the Church Fathers, said

to be the best in the United States, among them. There were books given by Queen
Anne and the Georges -the first two at any rate and by Louis XVI of France."

EDITOI:-.

JThe Annal- or History of Yale College, in New Haven, in the Colony of Connecticut,
from the tir>t founding thereof, in the year 1700, to the year 17d6, with an appendix
containing the present -.fate of the college, the Method of Instruction and Government,
with the otlicers, benefactors, and graduates. By Thomas Clap. A.M., President of the

college. New Haven, 1766.
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presented them to the body ;
and laying them on the table, said these words, or to this

effect :
" / give these books for the founding of a college in this colony." Then the trustees

as a body took possession of them and appointed the Rev. Mr. Rnssel of Branford to

be keeper of the library, which then consisted of about 40 volumes in folio. Soon af-

ter they received sundry other donations, both of books and money which laid a good
foundation. This library with the additions was kept at Branford, in a room set

apart for that purpose near three years, and then it was carried to Killingworth.
1

[1713.] About this time sundry donations of valuable books were made to the

library, particularly by Sir John Davie of Groton, who had an estate descended to

him in England, together with the title of baronet. Upon his going to England he

sent a good collection of books to the library. But the greatest donation of all was

by the generosity and procurement of Jeremiah Dummer, esq., of Boston, then agent
at London, who in the year 1714 sent over 800 volumes of ve ry valuable books, about

120 of which were at his own cost and charge, and the rest by his procurement from

sundry principal gentlemen in England ; particularly Sir Isaac Newton, Sir Richard

Blackmore, Sir Richard Steele, Dr. Burnet, Dr. Woodward, Dr. Halley, Dr. Bentley, Dr.

Kennet, Dr. Calamy, Dr. Edwards, the Rev. Mr. Henry, and Mr. Whiston severally

gave a collection of their own works, and Governor Yale put in about 40 volumes, all

which I suppose to be worth 260 sterling.
2

[1717.] Last year he (Yale) sent above 300 volumes, both which parcels I suppose to

be worth 100 sterling. Mr. Dummer at this time also sent 76 volumes of books,
whereof 20 were folios, in value about 20 sterling.

3

[1723.] Mr. Daniel Turner of London sent to the library sundry volumes of his own
works on Physic and Chirurgery, and a collection of other valuable books, principally

on the same subject, and particularly the large volume of Cowper's Anatomy. Where-

upon the trustees sent him a diploma, creating him Doctor of Physic.
4

[1733.] At the same time the Rev. Dr. Berkeley pursuing his generous intentions

sent to this college the finest collection of books that ever came together at one time

into America. The number was near 1,000 volumes, (including those which he had
sent before,) whereof 260 were folios, and generally very large. I judge that this col-

lection cost at least 400 sterling. This donation of books was made partly out of the

doctor's own estate, but principally out of moneys which he procured from some gen-
erous gentlemen in England. 5

[1742.] Before this time there never had been any perfect catalogue of the books in

the library, for want of which the students were deprived of much of the benefit and

advantage of this. The rector therefore placed all the books in the library in a

proper order, (bat in honor to the Rev. Dr. Berkeley for his extraordinary donation,
his books stood by themselves at the south end of the library,) and put a number to

every book in its proper class and box, and took three catalogues of the books as they
stood in their proper order on the shelves, and another in an alphabetical order, and a

third, wherein the most valuable books were placed under proper.heads, according to

the subject-matter of them, together with figures referring to the place and number

of each book. By which means it might be easily known what books were in the

library upon any particular subject, and where they might be found, with the utmost

expedition. This catalogue was printed and was a great incitement to the dili-

gence and industry of the scholars in reading of them.6

[1765.] Wo have a good library consisting of about 4,000 volumes, well furnislic.l with

anciont authors such as the Fathers, Historians and Classics. Many nmdcm valuable

1 ks o!' Divinity, History, Philosophy and Mathematics, but not many authors who
have wrote within these thirty years.

It was two or three years before this that the building was erected

which contained the library until it was removed to its present quarters.
7

1

1 hid., p. 3. *
Ibid., p. 15. "

Ibid., p. 23. *
Ibid., p. 34.

8
Ibid., p. 38. Ibid., p. 43. 1

1bid., p. 86.
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THE BROTHERS IN UNITY AND THE L1NONIAN SOCIETIES.

At Yale also should be noticed the libraries of the two societies of

students, the Brothers in Unity and the Linonian, established a half

dozen years before the Revolution, and numbering each a hundred vol-

umes or so at that time. These societies with their libraries were the

precursors of the many similar societies in all our colleges. The libraries

probably owed their origin to the almost exclusive attention given at

that time by the college libraries to learned works.

COLUMBIA COLLEGE.

The library of Columbia College, New York, was established in 1757,

shortly after the foundation of the college. Joseph Murray, an English-

man, who had resided long in New York as one of His Majesty's coun-

cil and attorney-general for the province of New York, left the whole

of his estate, including his library, to Kings, now Columbia College,

shortly after it was founded. Rev. Dr. Bristowe, of London, also be-

queathed his library of about 1,500 volumes. Gifts were also made by
the University of Oxford, the Earl of Bute, and others in England, so

that the library was one of considerable value at the beginning of the

\var, but the same fate befell it which the Society Library suffered. The

college building was required by the British as a military hospital, arid

the books were deposited in the City Hall or elsewhere. The consequence
was an almost total loss of the library, only six or seven hundred vol-

umes being found some thirty years after in a room in St. Paul's Chapel,

though how they found refuge there was a mystery to every one. Some
of the books still show the book-marks of Murray and Bristowe

;
these

are principally law books, theological treatises, and other ponderous lit-

erature in massive folios, which probably were too heavy to be easily

moved and destroyed. Mr. John Pintard, founder of the New York
Historical Society, used to say that he had seen the British soldiers

carry away the books in their knapsacks and barter them for grog.
1

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA.

The library of the University of Pennsylvania was a very small one,

being composed mainly of books procured by individual donation. Its

chief distinction at the time was in the fact that it was the recipient,

during the war, of a gift from Louis XVI of books printed at the royal

printing office, consisting chiefly of mathematical works and works on

natural history.
COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY.

The library of the College of New Jersey, begun in 1755, was also a

very small oiiej it was entirely consumed by fire in 1801. In 1764

an account of the college, published by the trustees, gives the number
of books as 1,200, all gifts of patrons in Europe and America.

1 Address delivered before the New York Society Library on the one hundredth anni-

versary of its incorporation, November 9, 1872. By Thomas Ward, M. D., New York,

1872, p. 10.
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RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE.

We have already noticed that Brown University, then called Ehode
Island College, depended at first on Providence Library for its books.

The collecting of a library however began early, and there are some

slight feeling references to it in the correspondence of President Man-

ning with the English friends of the institution. In 1772 he wrote to

Dr. Llewellyn : "At present we have but about 250 volumes, and these

not well chosen, being such as our friends could best spare ;

m a pathetic

comment which a good many young libraries could echo. A few mouths

later he wrote to Rev. Dr. Ryland :

By the last ship we received the works of the great and good Dr. Gill, with fifty-two

folio volumes of the Fathers, etc., the gift of Messrs. George Keith and John Gill, the

doctor's executors. This is by far the greatest donation our little library has yet had.*

A year later, November 25, 1773, he writes to the same gentleman :

Eev. Benjamin Wallin of London sent me an agreeable letter, accompanied with all

he has published, in ten volumes neatly bound and gilt, with the most valuable works

of John Bunyan in six volumes, the Reign of Grace, by William Booth, and Wilson's

Sermons all for the college library.
3

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE.

The only other college library was that of Dartmouth, but as the col-

lege was founded six years only before the opening of the Revolution,

its library was insignificant, and can scarcely be counted as a literary

influence.

PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL LIBRARY.

The professional libraries connected with theological, legal, and med-

ical schools did not come into existence until after the present century

opened, with the single exception of a library connected with the Penn-

sylvania Hospital in Philadelphia, which comprised only about a hun-

dred volumes before the Revolution. The library began in a peculiarly

quiet way. In 1762 Dr. John Fothergill gave a single book, Lewis's

History of the Materia Medica, and the next year the hospital began to

exact a fee from students attending the wards in company with physi-

cians, which was devoted to the founding of a library.

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY LIBRARY.

The American Philosophical Society, which had its origin among the

same persons who started the Philadelphia Library, had a small collec-

tion of books at the time of the Revolution.

FRIENDS' LIBRARY.

The Library of Friends, of Philadelphia, was established by a bequest
from Thomas Chalkley, in 1742, of his library, consisting of 111 books,

1

Life, Times, and Correspondence of James Manning, and the Karly History of Brown

University. By Reuben Aldridge Guild. Boston, 1864, p. 194.

2
Ibid., p. 200. "Ibid., ]>.

221.
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which was Accepted by the Monthly Meeting, ami ;i librarian appointed.
The collection was gradually increased by purchase and donation-, but

received little attention until a special effort \\a* mule in 17<i">, when
the scattered books were brought together, new ones purchased, and a

catalogue made. It was not until 1794, however, that the library

became considerable, when it received a large bequest from John

Pemberton.

PRINCE LIBRARY A.ND PARISH LIBRARIES.

Perhaps this library ought to be included in what are more properly

parish libraries.

There are occasional glimpses of these before the Revolution, but only

two can be named that were of any magnitude.
1 The Prince Library,

1 Among the early libraries in the colonies, the parochial libraries, formed between

1698 and 1730, through 'the efforts of Rev. Thomas Bray, D.D., founder of the Society

for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, were prominent. Owing to the

zeal of their founder and patron, these libraries increased in number and extent during
his lifetime. As we have seen, the first public library of New York became indebted,

in 1729, to the society above named for a generous gift of books.

The parochial libraries, though designed especially for the use of the clergy, and not

public, in the popular sense of the present day, were readily opened to students, on

application, and were doubtless, in many places, the chief means aeees>iblo for the

pursuit of knowledge.
The number of libraries founded in Maryland by Dr. Bray was 30, containing

altogether 2,602 volumes; in the other North American colonies 8 libraries, with 1.162

volumes, were formed; and books to the value of f>0 given to the College of William

and Mary, in Virginia.
" Before his laborious and useful life reached its close, Bray had the satisfaction of

seeing not less than thirty-nine parochial libraries established in North America. The
chief of them was at Aunapolis the princess after whom the city was named having

given most valuable contributions toward it : and others, containing in some instances

more than a thousand volumes each, were spread over the whole country, from M
chusetts in the north to the farthest borders of South Carolina."

4 The assembly of

South Carolina passed an act November 16, 1700, for the preservation of a library

which Dr. Bray and others had sent to Charleston for the use of the church in the

province.t
"In justice also to his indefatigable zeal to promote the knowledge of true religion

it is proper to observe that besides founding the above-mentioned libraries he sent

into America upward of thirty-four thousand religions books and tracts to bo dispersed

among the inhabitants.'^

Rev. William Stevens Perry, D.D., of Geneva. N. Y., in a recent letter on the subject,

remarks: "It should be noted that the venerable society, independently of Dr. Bray
and the doctor's Associates, frequently supplied large and v alnable parochial libraries

to the missions they had established in America."

The largest of the parochial libraries sent by Dr. Bray was that of St. Ann's parish,

at Annapolis, Md., which numbered 1,095 volumes. This library was probably scat-

tered or destroyed during the Revolution, as no trace of it can now be found.

A library of 42 volumes was sent to St. Paul's parish. Baltimore. Respecting the

*
History of the Colonial Church, by James S. M. Anderson, M. A. London, F. ifc J. Kivington. 1648.

..1.2, pp. G24, 625.

t Ibid., p. 90.

; Pnlilic Spirit illustrated in the life anil designs of tbe Rev. Thomas Bray, D.D. Second edition,

revised. 8. London. I-M-.
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belonging to the Old South Church in Boston, and lately deposited in

the Boston Public Library, is a very valuable collection of books and

manuscripts relating to New England history formed by Thomas Prince,

one of the early pastors of the church, and held after his death in 1758,
as the public Ubrary of the church.

NEW ENGLAND LIBRARY.

At the same time he bequeathed a separate collection, to which
he gave the name of the New England Library, consisting of books
and papers either published in New England or pertaining to its his-

tory and public affairs. He required that this should be kept in a dif-

ferent apartment from the other books, that no person should borrow

any book or paper therefrom, but that any person whom the pastors

and deacons should approve might have access to it. This collection,

numbering in 1814 two hundred and fifty-nine works, was deposited
with the Massachusetts Historical Society.

remains of this small collection, Dr. J. S. B. Hodges, rector of St. Paul's, writes, Jan-

uary 26, 1876 :

"As a parish library it does not now exist, but in an out-of-the-way place in the

church I have found the following volumes, which must have formed a part of the 42 so

given: Five books of S. Iremeus, ed. 1702; Scrivener's Course of Divinity, 1674; Du-

pin's Ecclesiastical History, vols. 1 and 3, ed. 1693; Dupin's Ecclesiastical History,
vol. 7, ed. 1695; Bray's Lectures on the Catechism, 1697; Sermons on the Apostles'
Creed. These are folio volumes, and most of them are imperfect."

The following interesting sketch of a parish library sent by Dr. Bray to St. James

parish, Anne Aruudel County, Md., is kindly furnished by Rev. T. C. Gambrall, the rec-

tor of the parish. He quotes the parish record as follows :

" ' 1698. Books received by y
e Rev. Chs. Hen. Hall, y

e of May.
" 'A catalogue of books belonging to y

e
library of St. James parish, in A. A. co., in

Maryland, sent by y
e Rev. Dr. Bray, & marked thus, belonging to y

e
library of Her-

ring Creeke, Ann Arundell County.'
"There were two lots. The first was received in 1698, as seen above. The second

was received June 5th, 1703, sent also direct to Herring Creek, by Dr. Bray.
' The first lot contained 125 distinct works in 141 vols.

"The second lot was composed,almost entirely of such works as catechetical lectures,

tracts, <fcc., there also being many duplicates. The total number of copies in this col-

lection was at least 200, several items being merely denoted as parcels. The whole

collection, therefore, in 1703, was abont 341 volumes.
" There were, in the lot of 1698, 29 volumes folio, 19 volumes quarto, 93 volumes octavo.

"The second lot of 1703, not specified.
" Some of the works were in Latin, while the subjects covered the whole ground of

tlic literal urc of the day probably, being in theology, (controversial, exegetical, and

practical,) in philosophy, geography, history, and travels. Those works wore also of

high character, many of them being standards to-day, especially, of course, those in

theology.
" In 17H the catalogue is given again, when tho list numbers 1(>- volumes. This is

probably the true number and the highest belonging to the library proper, the many
duplicates above mentioned having bren distributed.

"The library was preserved very well, probably down to the Revolution, it being tho

law of the. colony that tho vestry should, from time to time, visit and inspect it. In

1? Id we find as one of the grievances of the vestry against a rector of the parish, the

3 E
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LIBRARY OF KING'S CHAPKL.

There was one other library in Boston of this general character, that

belonging to King's Chapel, of which the following account is given in

the Rev. Mr. Greenwood's history:

With the new Governor (May Ib'LH) arrived a very valuable present of hooks to Un-

church from the Hishop of London.

In a foot-note M r. Greenwood adds : "The gift of books was actually

from the King. This I infer from its being afterward caJled the King's

Library .'
: But this might easily have been an abbreviated form of King's

Chapel Library.

A complete catalogue of them is preserved in the book of records of this period, and

an examination of it enables me to say that they formed a theological library, which

was, perhaps, the best at that time in tliu country, and would be now considered as of

great excellence, and such as any institution or individual might be glad to po-

It was carefully deposited in boxes made for the purpose by order of the wardens, and

placed in Mr. YVyles' (the rector's) house. It has since been neglected, dispersed, and

abused in various ways, till the sad remnant was saved by being deposited, a few

years ago, in the Library of the Boston Atheuseuru. 1

The books were, however, first deposited in 1807 with the theological

library in the vestry-room of First Church, an institution established

shortly before that. A catalogue of the theological library, published
the year following, keeps the books of King's Chapel Library separate,

and bears out Mr. Greenwood's estimate of the value of them. Those

given originally by the bishop of London are mainly the writings of

complaint that he would not give the vestry tin- key of the vestry-house, that they

might perfirm this duty as the law directs.' The catalogue of 17-1~ was made, after

the d ath of a rector of the parish, as part of a general inventory of the property of the

parisii, of which the rector had had charge during his life.

"This parish suffered, though not to as great an extent as some other places, in the

general confusion which befell the church in Maryland during the Revolution, and as a

consequence the library was not .carefully preserved. We find, however, in 17^ the

vestry returning to the convention of the diocese an inventory of the- parish property :

and in it mention is made of the parish library, though many of the books are said to

have been distributed about the parish. Since that time every ve>tige has hopelessly

disappeared." t .

In a letter relating to the aftairs of Christ Church, from Colonel Quarry and others.

to Governor Nicholson", dated Philadelphia. January 18, 1695, (printed in vol. 1, His-

torical Collections of the Church in Pennsylvania, edited by Uev. Win. Stevens Perry,)
occurs the following:

' We hope your Excellency will also remind his Grace of Plate

for the Communion Table and a Library." The following extract of a recent letter

from Rev. E. A. Foggs, D.D., rector of Christ Church, shows the present condition of

the library :

The library belonging to this parish was probably established in 169"), by the first

rector. Some of the books were pivsi-nted by Queen Anne. It contains now about

2,000 volumes, and consists mainly of old and valuable and rare theological works.

It is for the use of the clergy of the parish."

The first books for this library were in all probability furnished through the efforts

of Dr. Bray, by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. Ennoiis.

'A History of King's Clripi-1 in 15 >ston, the first lOiu'se >pal church in New England,

comprising notices of the introduction of Episcopacy into the Northern Colonies. By
F. W. P. Greenwood. Boston, 1633, p. 55.
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the Fathers and the theologians of the Church of England ; the addi-

tions, which were not very numerous, comprise controversial works,

and especially apologies for the Church of England, as would naturally

be expected in a library for the use of the rector.

BEGINNING OF FREE LIBRARIES.

It will be seen, from this survey, that the idea of a free public library,

as now practically exemplified in several of our States, was not recog-

nized in its fullness before the Revolution. 1 The nearest approach to

it was in the liberty giveu to persons not stockholders to consult the

books in the Philadelphia Library. The growth of the system has been

in the conjunction of private beneficence with public aid, especially

where a system of free schools has developed a sense of the need

of a public library. It is interesting, as one notes the development of

the best known public library in the country, that in Boston, to see

how a city, with old traditions of education and intelligence, gave no

significant indications of considering this matter until within one or two

generations. Before the Revolution there were but two libraries of

public character, both of those of theological literature largely ; Harvard

College Library, it is true, was close at hand.

MEIN'S CIRCULATING LIBRARY.

And mention should certainly be made of a circulating library, es-

tablished in 1765 by John Mein, afterwards a royalist refugee, and kept
1 Public Library.and Library of King William's School, at Annapolis, Md. In the library

of St. John's College, at Annapolis, Md., are deposited 398 tattered and venerable

volumes that tell of the existence of one, and probably two, public libraries in Annapolis
UK curly as 1696-'97, four years anterior to the foundation of the public library at New

York, by Rev. John Sharp. The circumstances under which one of these, the "
pub-

lic library," was formed, are made the more interesting by the fact that they were marked

by the first official recommendation in this country for the application of public funds to

aid in the maintenance of a free public library. In 1697 Governor Nicholson proposed
to the house of burgesses

" that His Majesty, William III, be addressed that some part

of the revenue given toward furnishing arms and ammunition for the use of the

province, be laid out for the purchase of books to be added to the books which had

been presented by the King, to form. a library in the porte of Annapolis; and that a

portion of the public revenue bo applied to the enlargement thereof; and that the

library should be pl'aced in the office, and under the care of the commissary of the

province, pe.rmitting all persons desirous to study or read the books, to have access

thereto under proper restrictions."*

The library was kept in the State-house until that building was burned in 1704, when
it appears to have been removed to, and united with, the library of "

King William's

Sr.hool," (established in 169o-'97, and still nun r, labored with pride by Marylandora U8

the school wluTo the learned and eloquent William Pinckuey received his early train-

ing,) which, with other property of the school, was, in the year 1783, giveu to St.

John's College.
I.Vv. William S. Southgate, of Annapolis, recently inspected the remains of this

* Annals of Annapolis, by David Ridgely, librarian of the State Library, Biiltituore. Gushing ami

Brother, 1841, p. 92.
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at the London bookstore. It numbered some 1,200 volumes and

boasted a printed catalogue. The yearly subscription was twenty -eight

shillings ;
the quarterly, ten shillings and eight pence. In his adver-

tisement he states that be was influenced to undertake ft
"
by the re-

peated request of a number of gentlemen, the friend.s of literature/'

Mein was a bookseller, and it gives some indication of the condition

of the book business in Boston at the time, that he advertised, shortly

after, a stock of above ten thousand volumes. We suspect that books

were more freely bought by private persons in Boston than elsewhere,

and we have seen how Franklin had recourse to bookstores and to pri-

vate collections of books.

ALLUSION TO AN EARLY PUBLIC LIBRARY.

There is one curious bit of literary history which points somewhat in-

decisively to notions of a public library at a very early date. In the

Mather Papers in the Prince Library there is a will of John Oxenbridge,
in which occurs the bequest :

Item. To the Public Library in Boston or elsewhere as rny executors and overseers

shall jur'ge best Augustine's works in 6 volumes, the Century's in 3 vols. The cat-

alogue of Oxford library.

The will is dated Boston, in New England, the 12th daj of the first

historic collectioa, and kindly furnished the following interesting description for this

sketch :

" There is an alcove in the library of St. John's College, Annapolis, filled with a

miscellaneous collection of very old books, presenting a striking contrast to the new and

fresh appearance of the contents of the other alcoves. They are all in their original

leather binding, and in a very dilapidated condition. Some are stamped on the out-

side of the covers,
' De Bibliotheca Annapolitana ;' others,

' Sub auspiciis Wilhelmi III.'

The greater portion have no stamp, book-plate, or writing of any sort to show from

what collection they came. They are in all probability the remains of the library

established in Annapolis by Governor Nicholson about 1697, and of the King William's

School Library, mentioned by Bidgely in his Annals of Annapolis.

"This collection consists of about 188 folios and 210 quartos, octavos, and duodecimos.

They are principally theological works of the editions of the seventeenth century.

Prominent among them are the works of the Church Fathers, such as Ambrose, Athana-

sius, Aquinas, Augustine, Basil, Clement Alexandrinus, Chrysostom, Eusebius, Epipha-

nius,Gregory Nazianzeu, Gregory the Great, Origen, Theodoret, Theophylact, Grotius, and

Jerome. Among the critical and historical works are the Critici Sacri, 9 vols., fol.,

1660; Corpus Juris Canonici, 3 vols., fol., 1671; Concilia Generalia, 9 vols., fol., 1636;

Baronius, Annales Ecclesiastic!, 5 vols., fol., 1601. Of English writers we find such as

Cave, Selden, Bishop Bull, Thos. Hobbes, Bishop Pearson, Goodwin, Charuock, Ham-
mond, Bray, Chillingworth, Jewell, Andrews, Patrick, More, Bishop Hall, and Boyle.
In the classics there are editions of Virgil, (2 vols., 1596 ;) Plutarch, 1574; Euripides,

1694; Aristophanes, 1607 ; suid Delphine editions (1674 to 1691) of Claudian, Q. Cur-

tius, Eutropius, Horace, Livy, Martial, Ovid, Plautus, &c.

"One of the most interesting books of the collection is a catalogue of the American

Library, presented by White Keuuet to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
in Foreign Parts, in 1713, for use by the colonial missionaries in the West Indies.

" These books are of little USB where they are, and would be a valuable acquisition for

the library of a theological school." EDITORS.
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month, 167. Oae other reference appears in the town records for

March 11, 1095 :

Voted, that the bookes of the Register of birthes and deathes in the town of Bostou

shall be demanded by the Sslect-men, in whose hands soever they be, and that all- bookes

or other things belonging to the library, and all the goods or estate belonging to the

Town, be demanded-, and taken possession of by the Selectmen. 1

What -called out this vote, aud whether the library mentioned in it

had any connection with the shadowy one to which John Oxenbridge

bequeathed his books, are questions not answered by any farther

knowledge that we have.2

1 Mather Papers, vol. ii, 15. (Prince Library, Boston Public Library.)
2 There is some other evidence that a public library existed in Bostou prior to 1686.

In that year Rev. Robert Ratcltffe, sent to establish the first Episcopal Church in New
Knglaud, arrived from England and " waited on the council, and Mr. Mason and Ran-

dolph proposed that he should have one of the congregational meeting houses to

preach in. This was denied, but he was granted the use of the library room in the

east end of the town house."

June 15, 1636, it was voted" to pay
" Mr. Smith the Joyner," for making

" 12 formes

for the servise of the church," and it was also voted to employ and pay
" Mr. Smith

the Joyuer, 20s. quarterlie, for his cleaneing, placeing, and removeing the Pulpit, formes,

table &c.'' The historian of King's Chapel, from whose work* the above extracts are

quoted, adds, "The accommodations provided for aud referred to in the two last votes

were intended to furnish the library room in the town house in a decent manner for

thi! performance of divine service."

Holmes, in his Annals ofAmerica, vol. 1, p. 421, note, quotes from the manuscript diary
of Judge Sewall, referring to the efforts of Governor Andros to secure a place of worship
for the Episcopal Society, (1638,) "It seems [he] speaks to the ministers in the library

about accommodations as to a meeting house."

Drake, the historian t of Boston, says that a committee of the Episcopal Society

applied to the council for the u-te of one of the three meeting houses for the minister

to preach in.
" 'That is denyed ;

aud he is granted the east end of y
e Towu-house,

where y
e
Deputies used to meet, until those who desire his ministry shall provide a

filter place.' This ro >m contained a library."

The town house was burned in 1711
;
rebuilt the following year, and again destroyed

by lire in 1747, at which time " 'A vast number of ancient books aud early records,

together with a collection of valuable papers, were destroyed ;
and to the ravages of

this calamity we may attribute the imperfect accounts that are to be obtained of the

first and second building.' "t

1'i-obably the library was consumed in the great fire of 1747. The foregoing accounts

seem to prove indubitably that such a library existed at a very early date. EJHTOKS.

* A History of King's Chapel, in Boston, The First Episcopal Church in New England, by F. W. P.

(.ivrnwood, Junior Minister of King's Chapel. Bostou, Carter, Hendee & Co., and Allen &. Ticknor,

1833.

t'L'hu History and Antiquities of Boston, by Samuel G. Drake, AM. Boston, Luther Stevens, 1(86.

; History and Antiquities of Bostou, p. 350, note.



CHAPTER II.

SCHOOL AND ASYU'M LIl'.KAIIIES.

BY THE EDITORS.

I. COMMON SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS HISTORICAL SKETCH OF COMMON SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN

NK\V YORK, MASSACHUSETTS, MICHIGAN-, CONNECTICUT, RHODE ISLAND, IOWA, INDI-

AN \. MAINE, OHIO, WISCONSIN. MISSOURI, CALIFORNIA, OREGON, ILLINOIS, PENNSYL-

VANIA. KANSAS. VIRGINIA, NEW JERSEY, KENTUCKY, MINNESOTA, COLORADO, IN THE
ORDER or ESTABLISHMENT SCHOOL, LIBRARIES IN THE PROVINCE OK ONTARIO.

Although the history of school libraries in the United States is

marked by many changes and mishaps, it would be untrue to say that

these libraries have entirely failed to accomplish the good expected of

them. From first to last, their shelves have held millions of good books,

affording amusement and instruction, and cultivating a taste for read-

ing in millions of readers, young and old. In a single State, New York,
fifteen years after the first library was formed, over 1,000,000 volumes

were reported in the school libraries, without account of the large number

probably not reported, and the still larger number worn out and lost

during that period. It should also be said that in a number of States

the school libraries furnished, for many years, the only supply of reading;
the imperfect facilities for procuring, and the comparative scarcity of

books, preventing their purchase. Thousands of youth, then as now,
left the district school to engage at once in the active duties of life, and

their only hope of retaining what they had acquired and adding to it,

lay in the means of self-instruction afforded by the district school

library .

A careful study of the history of the school library system in the sev-

eral States where it has been tried develops the causes of the dangers
and failures that have attended it. These may be grouped in two classes :

first, defects and frequent changes in legislation ; second, incompetence
and indifference in the administration of the law. Premising that the

system of no one State or district exhibits all, but that, with a few

exceptions, each will be found to contain one or more of the evils, they

may be summed up as follows :

First. Defects of legislation: In permitting school districts to raise by
tax and expend money for libraries, without providing for State aid, or

supervision of the selections of books; in granting State aid without

supervision of selections
;
in suspending at intervals the grants of State
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aid
;
in limiting the size and usefulness of the libraries, by permitting the

diversion of the funds to other purposes, after each had acquired a cer-

tain number of volumes, or for any other reason
; in. not requiring that

a sum equal to the State grant to any district should be raised by local

taxation as a condition of such grant ;
in failing to provide by stringent

regulations, in cases where the library funds were to be partly or wholly
derived from fines or other variable sources, for the full payment and

legitimate use of such funds; in not cultivating interest in the libraries

by holding trustees and other school officers to a more strict accounta-

bility for their management and preservation.

Second. Defeats ofadministration : As shown by the selecting and pur-

chasing unsuitable and often improper and immoral books by trustees

unacquainted with, or indifferent to, their merits or demerits
; by placing

the libraries in the charge of teachers whose interest in the school and

library alike terminated with the close of the school term
; by failing

to hold librarians responsible for the care and preservation of the books;

by perverting the library funds to. other uses without authority of law;

by allowing the libraries to sink into neglect and contempt through
failure to provide regular supplies of fresh reading; by trustees fail-

ing to realize their duty and personal responsibility in respect to the

proper management and preservation of the libraries, and their indif-

ference respecting the fate of the books; by a like indifference, in too

many cases, on the part of town and county superintendents; by inju-

dicious selections of books by State superintendents and boards of edu

cation, when charged with the performance of that duty.

It is believed that an examination of the subjoined sketches of the

school library system in the different States where it has been adopted
will disclose all these causes as operating. The endeavor has been to

present each with as little comment as practicable, leaving the reader

to draw his own conclusions.

The brief sketch of the libraries connected with the public schools of

the province of Ontario has been introduced on account of certain feat-

ures, which seem to commend the system to those charged with the

administration of school libraries already in operation or which may he

hereafter established in the United States.

NEW YORK.

New York wa< the pioneer in founding school libraries. In lSi'7,

Governor De Witt Clinton, in his message to the legislature, recom-

mended their formation
;
but it was not till 1835 that the friends of

free schools saw their hopes realized in the passage of a law which per-

mitted the voters in any school district to levy a tax of $20 to begin a

library, and a tax of $10 each succeeding year to provide for its iuciv

Much apathy was shown, and few districts voted the necessary tax. In

l.S.'il, James Wadsworth, with others, .had succeeded in getting the

State to republish and place in every school district iu the State, Hall's
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Lectures on School Keeping. The favor with which this book had been

received and read by both teachers and parents, was one of the practi-

cal arguments used to secure the passage 'of the law of 1835. Mr.

Wadsworth again catne forward and agreed to pay one-fourth of the

first year's tax to each district in the towns of Geireseo and Avon.

Even this failed to get a response, and the friends of the libraries saw

that other means must be found or their plans would fail. Their efforts

were at last successful, and in 1838 the law was passed which was to

place within fifteen years over 1,600,000 books on the shelves of the

school libraries of New York. General John A. Dix, then secretary of

state, and ex oflficio superintendent of schools, from the first a zealous

and powerful friend of the movement, was charged with the execution

of the law giving to the school districts $55,000 a year to buy books

for their libraries and requiring them to raise by taxation an equal

amount for the same purpose. The law met favor everywhere save

among those who opposed the common schools themselves; so that

General Dix's successor was able in 1841 to report 422,459 volumes in

the school libraries; in 1842 this number had increased to 630,125, a

growth in one year of more than 200,000 volumes. In 1843 authority

was granted school districts to use the library fund for the purchase of

school apparatus, and after that had been sufficiently obtained, for the

payment of teachers' wages, provided that each district containing more

than fifty children between five and sixteen years of age, should have a

library of not less than 125 volumes, and each district containing less

than fifty children, a library of not less than 100 volumes. Year by

year the libraries grew and multiplied until, in 1853, they contained an

aggregate of 1,604,210 volumes. Then began the period of decadence.

In his annual report for the year 1861, the State superintendent said :

Concurrent testimony from nearly every quarter of the State represents the libraries

in the rural districts as almost totally unused and rapidly deteriorating in value. The
whole number of volumes reported during the past year is 1,286,536, which is 317,674
less than was reported in 1853, although $55,000 has been appropriated each year since

that period for library purposes.

His successor, in his report for the following year, finds the libraries

mainly represented by a motley collection of books, ranging in character from

Headley's Sacred Mountains to the Pirate's Own Book, numbering in the aggre-

gate a million and a half of volumes, scattered among the various families of dis-

tricts, constituting a part of the family library, or serving as toys for children in the

nursery ;
. . . crowded into cupboards, thrown into cellars stowed away in

lofts, exposed to the action of water, the sun, and of fire, or more frequently
locked away iuto darkness unrelieved and silence unbroken. . . . The dark-

ness of this picture is partially relieved by the fact that the cities and larger villages

of the State . . . have been less negligent, . . . and that under the law of

1858, as also by the sanction of the department uuder a previous statute, much of the

appropriation has been applied to the payment of teachers' wages. Still, in the last

rive years, $139,798.10 have been expended in the rural districts for library purposes,
while the number of volumes reported has diminished in the same period from 1,288,070
to 1,206,075, a loss of 81,995 volumes a a return for the expenditure named. I think

this may safely be set down as among our permanent investments of the school fund

form which no revenue is derived.
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In 1864 the legislature authorized all districts (11,000 in number,
according to Hon. S. S. Randall, formerly general deputy superintendent
of schools for the State) which received less than $3 a year for library

purposes to expend it for teachers' wages, and in all other districts for

the purchase of school apparatus, and this being supplied, to teachers'

wages. Mr. Randall observes: 1

So far as the rural districts were concerned, and most of the city schools, this enact-

ment was virtually equivalent to an entire abandonment of the library system, mani-

festly and unquestionably a retrograde movement. It is earnestly to be hoped that

before the million of volumes still remaining in the 12,000 districts of the State shall

have disappeared, this great and beneficent feature of our common school system will

be restored and placed upon a permanent and improved footing.

The diversion of the library fund to other purposes continues, and all

the official reports indicate that, in a majority of the districts, the people
have come to accept the diversion as a matter of course, and that in some
the very existence of a library at any time is rather a matter of tradi-

tion than of knowledge. The prediction of Superintendent Morgan, in

1840, that any diversion of the library fund to any other purpose, in any
case and under any circumstances, would lead to the destruction of the

libraries, seems to be fully verified.

The present State superintendent, writing in 1875, says:

The total amount of State appropriation since 1838 is $2,035,100. ... I doubt

whether more than one-half of the State appropriation has, for many years, been used

for library purposes. ... It is safe to say that, at the present time, the amount
raised by local taxation for the maintenance of district libraries is very small. . . .

The district library system has not worked well in this State and has utterly failed to

accomplish what was expected of it by those who inaugurated it. The libraries have

fallen into disuse, and in a large majority of the districts of the State have become

practically valueless. The number of volumes is annually decreasing. ... At
the date of the last report it was but 831,554.

2
. . . Mr. Weaver's 3

plan for im-

proving and increasing the usefulness of libraries, was to prohibit, absolutely, the use

of library moneys for any other purpose, to compel districts to raise, by local taxation,

a sum equal to that apportioned from the State funds, and to permit them to raise by
taxation a sum four times greater than the State apportionment. He also belie\ ed

there should be a change in the method of selecting books and in that belief I most

heartily concur. In very few instances are the school trustees competent to make
selections. I have no doubt that under Mr. Weaver's plan, the system would l>e vastly

improved. I have, however, been of the opinion that it might be better to consolidate

the district libraries in the several towns, and form joint town libraries, with a town
fund for their support.

MASSACHUSETTS.

School libraries in Massachusetts owed their origin to the earnestness

and eloquence of their advocate Horac/.- Mann, through whose influence

a law was enacted, in 1837, allowing school districts to raise and expend
$30 for one year and $10 each succeeding year to bi'gin and support a

1

History of the Common School System of the State of New York, by S. S. Kendall.

New York and Chicago, Ivisoii, Blakemaii, Taylor fe Co., 1871, pp. W.\, 364.

-Valued, according to the superintendent's report, at $500, 1 ."'..

Hon. Abram S. Weaver, late State superintendent of public instruction.
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library; the school committee to select the books. Few districts availed

themselves of the authority thus granted, and four years after, in 1841.

there were only 10,000 volumes in all the school libraries, while it was
estimated that one hundred towns in the State were without libraries of

any kind save private. The friends of school libraries did not despair,
and in 1842, owing to their unwearied efforts, a resolution was passed

appropriating to each district that should raise an equal amount the

sum of $15 for library purposes. Neither this resolution, nor that of

1843 extending its provisions to cities and
^
towns not hitherto divided

into school districts, gave more than $15 to any one library. In 1842

one-fourth of the districts formed libraries, at an expense to the State of

$11,355; they contaiUed by estimate 35,0;)1) to 40,OJO volumes. The

applications for aid gradually diminished from 1843 until 1850, when
the law was repealed. The total amount paid from the school fund in

aid of 2,034 libraries was $31,260; the value of the first libraries was
therefore $62,520. According to the report of the board of education

for 1849 the value of all the libraries was $42,707 ;
the number of vol-

umes, 91,539.

The school libraries have been superseded by free town libraries.

MICHIGAN.

The school law of 1837 empowered the voters of each district to raise

by tax a sum not exceeding $10 annually for the purchase and increase

of district libraries. Each district that levied the library tax became
entitled to

its proportion of the clear proceeds of all fines collected within the several counties

for any breach of the peace laws, and also its proportion of the equivalent for exemp-
tion from military duty, which fines and equivalent shall be paid over by the several

officers collecting the same to the county treasurers, to be apportioned according to

the number of children in the townships between the ages of five aud seventeen years.

An amendment, in 1840, directed that the fund arising from flues and

exemptions should be used for library purposes only. The act of 1843

provided for the establishment of township libraries and for an annual

income of $25 for each, to bs raised by taxation
;

it permitted the elect-

ors, after a library had acquired 200 volumes, to reduce the amount to

be raised by taxation to a sum not less than $10 annually ;
aud it was

made the duty of the State superintendent to publish a list of books

suitable for school libraries. The law also empowered the electors of

any town to raise by special tax $50 additional for the purchase of

books for the library. The act of 1859 authorized the voters of any
town to determine what portion of the amount raised by taxation for

school purposes should be used to purchase books for the town library ;

it also authorized the electors to divide the township library into dis-

trict libraries. The law of 1869 permits the electors of any town to

unite the several district libraries aud form a township library. The
electors of a school district may vote a tax for library purposes.
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The following, from the annual report of the State superiuteiident for

1809, will indicate some of the difficulties that beset the system :

The old la\v demanded $25 of the mill tax in every town, often absorbing the entire

tax. This, with the fines, or so much of them, as could be coaxed through the hands of

magistrates and county treasurers, was paid for town libraries. T'ie books were dis-

tributed to the districts by the town clerk, to be returned by the directors every third

mo;ith for exchange. This would now require more than 60,000 miles' travel per
annum, at a positive expense to the directors, certainly, of $100,000, to say nothing of

more than 10,000 days' time. This was like putting "two locomotives ahead of each

other," as an old editorial friend once expressed it, "to draw a hand-car." The result

was, the books were generally hidden away in the clerks' offices, like monks in their

cloister, and valueless to the world. And what kind of books were they ? Some good
ones, doubtless

;
but generally it were better to sow oats in the dust that covered them

than to give them to the young to read. Every year, soon after the taxes were col-

lected, the State swarmed with peddlers, with all the unsalable books of eastern

houses the sensational novels ofall ages, tales of piracies, murders, and love intrigues
the yellow covered literature of the world.

It was one of the first acts of Superintendent Gregory to secure a change in the

law, authorizing district instead of town libraries, so as to bring the books within

reach of the people ; and by the supervision of the board of education absolutely pro-

hibiting the purchase of bad books. The change was approved by the people, as shown

by three-fourths of the towns.adoptiug it at the first election. But, alas! it was like

a new railway, fully equipped, and no provision for wood except as town meetings

might vote part of the highway taxes to bny it. The law failed solely because no

reliable means were provided for the purchase of books.

. If we could have an honest administration of the fine moneys and 10

per cent, of the two-mill tax, I am sanguine we should soon be prond of our school

libraries.

The State superintendent's report for the year 1873 discusses the

question of school libraries, and from it the following statements are

taken :

While it must be admitted that there are not a few who are decidedly opposed to

school libraries as a useless appliance in our school work, and many more are quite

indifferent to the subject, there are yet a host of earnest citizens, and among them our

most active educators, who believe the value of school libraries, properly managed,
can hardly be overestimated.

The opponents say, that though there was a time when school libraries may have

been desirable, at the present, when the country is full of books, and they can be so

easily and cheaply procured by all, it is a waste of public money to maintain siu-h

libraries. To this it- may be replied, that although books are plenty, it is very far

from tine, that all or even a majority of the people cau individually procure them to

any desirable extent. Multitudes are unable to bny them, and those who are able

^eni rally will not, unless they have first acquired a "taste for reading." If one were

to L;O through the country and take an inventory of the books to be found in all the

houses, h,. would hardly be willing to assert that the people are supplied with books;

and it' lie ask the people how much they find to the credit account of their finance* at

the end of the year, and how strong (or bow weak) is their desire for books, the answer

might sweep to the winds the belief he may have entertained that the people will sup-

ply themselves.*****
Very few districts are now voting sums of money sufficient to build up creditable

libraries. The whole system seems to have come into general disfavor, and is, more

than any other feature of our school system, the one of which wo are least proud.

Many persons attribute the ill anccess to the division of the township libraries to the
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districts, and advocate as a remedy a return to the township system. The townships
can return to that system at any time if they wish, but we hive no information that

any have done so. The township libraries have fared no better since the change in

the law than the district libraries. If any advantage has been gained it has probably
been by the latter. The radical defect and failure was in destroying all certain means

for the support of the libraries. The moneys from fines, &c., were never designed as a

support to the libraries, but were so appropriated by the constitution as merely inci-

dental, and to make the penalty for crime aid in preventing crime by an increased in-

telligence.

According to the same report there were 1,265 district libraries, con-

taining 120,577 volumes, and 207 township libraries, containing 49,872

volumes, making 170,449 volumes. The amount paid during the year
for township libraries was $5,576.64; for district libraries $13,374.77.

making $18,951.41. There were added to all the libraries during the

year 14,836 volumes.

The funds are derived from three sources :

1. From fines for breaches of the peace.

2. Townships can vote a portion of the two-mill tax.

3. The districts can vote a tax for their support.

From the first source about $40,000 were realized in 1873. From the second $2,122

were reported ;
of the third we have no report, but the amount voted was small, doubt-

less. Less than $19,000 were reported as expended for books, showing one-half of the

fund, small as it was, illegally used for other purposes. Our law, as it now stands,

gives us an admirable library system, but there is a want of disposition on the part of

our people (save in exceptional instances) to vote the means for the support of the

libraries. Nothing is certain but the fine money, and that is wholly inadequate, (ex-

cept in the county of Wayne, including the city of Detroit.) Only seventeen town-

ships of the 955 voted anything the past year, and these in the aggregate less than

$1,500.

CONNECTICUT.

In 1838 there were but six school libraries, containing altogether less

than 1,000 volumes, in the State. In 1839 districts were authorized to

tax themselves tor a school library. In 1840 the secretary of the board

of commissioners of common schools reported :

I do not find that anything has been done by districts to secure for them-

selves a library of useful books as they are now authorized to do by a tax not exceed-

ing thirty dollars

The school law of 1841 ^ave school districts the power
" to establish

and maintain a school library." In 1842, the secretary reported :

Some assistance has also been rendered to districts, in purchasing and procuring
libraries and apparatus. In this way, to my personal knowledge, more than 3,000

volumes have been added to district libraries.

A long period of inactivity followed, and the school libraries lan-

guished. In 1856 a new law was enacted, giving to each district that

would raise by taxation or subscription for library purposes an equal

amount, the sum of $10 the first and $5 each succeeding year by the

State. The first year after the passage of the law, $1,330 were appro-

priated by the State, and $2,000 raised by the districts for the "
purchase

of libraries and apparatus." la the year ending March 31, 1875, the
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State appropriated $2,865, and the districts raised $4,803.82 for the

same purposes. As the two items are not charged separately, it is im-

possible to know what part was expended for libraries.

By a subsequent modification of the law, large districts are allowed

to draw the sums named for each one hundred pupils in actual attend-

ance at school. High schools supported by towns also participate in

the benefits of the law.

There are 1,500 school districts in the State, and about 960 of them
have availed themselves of State aid.

The secretary of the State board of education writes:

The workings of the system are entirely satisfactory. No changes are required.
Local wants are provided for as local authorities prefer.

1

RHODE ISLAND.

An act of February, 1840, gave the school committee of each town

power to appropriate out of the public school money to be distributed

to each district the sum of $10 annually, to be applied to the purchase
and maintenance of a school library for said district.

The law of 1845 made it the duty of the State commissioner of com-

mon schools to select the books for school libraries.

The earnest exertions of Hon. Henry Barnard, then superintendent,
resulted in the formation of school libraries in nearly every town in the

State, mainly by the subscriptions of generous individuals; and in 1852

there were some 20,000 volumes in all the libraries.

A period of inactivity followed, and in 1874 a new law was enacted,
which provides that the board of education "may cause to be paid

annually, to and for the use of each free public library," $50, for the

purchase of. books, provided the library contains 500 volumes, and $25
for each addition of 500 voltTmes, though no library can receive more

'Many towns in Connecticut, as in other parts of New England, enjoyed from an

early period the educational advantages of libraries. Salisbury was particularly fa-

vored. Before the Revolution it received from an Englishman engaged in business

there the gift of a library of 200 well selected volumes, imported from London. This

library flourished until the town was nearly a century old.

In 1803 Caleb Bingham, a native of Salisbury ,
editor and publisher of the American

Preceptor, Columbian Orator, and other school books, then a publisher and bookseller

in Boston, wrote to his brother, saying :
"

I well remember, when I was a boy, how ar-

dently I longed for the opportunity of reading, but had no access to a library. It is

more than probable that there are at the present time, in my native town, many chil-

dren who possess the same desire, and who are in a like unhappy predicament. . . .

I have nelee,ted from my shelves 150 volumes for the commencement of a library for the

sole use of the children of the town of Salisbury, from nine to sixteen years of age.
. . . To the small beginning it is presumed the liberality of your fellow townsmen

will induce them to make such additions from time to time, as that it will at length

become respectable."
The. expectations of the generous donor were not disappointed. The "

Bingham

Library" lived and prospered for many years, supported by occasional grants of money
from the town, the first example, it is believed, of municipal aid to a library in the

United States.
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than $500. The board of education is directed to oversee the choice of

books and secure their free use to the inhabitants of the town in which

the library is situated.

The law and a code of regulations were published in August, 1875.

These regulations seem so wise that they are here inserted.

1. The trustees or board of management of every library claiming aid under the

provisions of chapter 464 of the general statutes, shall show to the satisfaction of the

board of education that the free use of all the advantages of the library is granted to

all citizens of suitable age and character of the towu or city . . . including those

of the neighboring territory within a radius of three miles.

2. Every application for said aid shall be accompanied by a catalogue of the books

in the possession of the library, and also a written statement by the librarian of their

number and condition.

3. In the number of books reported as belonging to the library, only those shall be

counted which are in good condition for use. Furthermore, in such enumeration no

duplicate of congressional reports, State documents, or books of a similar character,

shall be reckoned
;
but unbound magazines may be counted in their complete volumes.

4. With each application for aid following the first, there shall be tiled a schedule of

the books purchased with the preceding grant from the State.

5. Every library receiving aid from the State shall have a printed catalogue of all its

books.

6. Each application for aid shall be made to the commissioner of public schools, and
be submitted by him to the committee on libraries, who shall report thereon at the

next meeting of the board.

7. Every library receiving aid in accordance with these provisions, shall be open at all

times to the inspection of the board of education, or of any member thereof; or of their

agent.

Applications for State aid have been received from seven libraries,

the grants to which amount to $551); they contain, in the aggregate,

9,356 volumes.

The commissioner of public schools writes, September 25, 1875:

I think the indications are very favorable, and I am strongly in hopes that within a

few years we shall have a library in every village and town iu our State.

IOWA.

By an act of the territorial legislature, passed in 1840, school districts

were authorized to impose a tax of $10 a year for the purchase and in-

crease of school libraries. In 1849, after the admission of Iowa into the

Union, a new law was passed, empowering school districts to expend a

portion of the money raised by taxation for school purposes for the for-

mation and increase of school libraries.

The growth of these libraries seems to have been sure though slow.

The whole number of volumes reported in 1803 was 3,857; in 1875,

13,120.

In 1875 there were 3,670 school districts in the State.

INDIANA.

An act passed in 1841 authorized taxation, not exceeding 830 iu any
one year, for the purchase and increase of a library in any school district
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in the State. la 1852 a law was enacted requiring that a tax of one-

fourth of a mill on each dollar of property taxable for State purposes,
and 25 cents on each poll, should be levied during two years, aud the

proceeds applied to the purchase of township libraries by the superin-

tendent of public instruction, under the direction of the State board of

education. The libraries were to be distributed by the superintendent

among the counties on the basis of population-, but the injustice of this

method became manifest as soon as it was tried, and the books were

afterward assigned to the townships on the basis of school population.
The sum realized in the two years was about $170,000. According

to the repoit of the superintendent of public instruction for the year 1855,
601 libraries, containing an aggregate of 135,378 volumes, had been

distributed.

The revised school law of 1855 provided for the levy of a tax for one

year, and the whole amount received during the three years was
200.597. Up to 1857, 226,213 volumes, costing $252,333, had been pur-

chased.

In his report for 1850, the superintendent wrote:

Sufficient time has now elapsed, since the first selection of books was distributed to

the townships, to test, to a limited extent, the capacity of the library feature as an

educational instrumentality, as an appropriate adjunct of our school system. It has,

even in the brief period of its operations, accomplished results equal to the most san-

guine expectations of its friends, and fully redeemed their pledges in its behalf. The

reports from ftiany of the townships will show that the number of books takeu out, in

twelve consecutive mouths, is from one to twenty times the entire number in the

library.

The libraries continued to grow until they were reported to contain

315,209 volumes in 1801, from which time they began to decline. The

superintendent's report for 1804 contains this significant sentence :

I have . . . again to urge upon the legislature to make provision for reason-

able, not large, annual additions to these libraries, and for better care of them, under

tlic fall conviction that if such provision is not s -on made they will mostly, if not

entirely, waste away and disappear, and the immense amount of money invested in

tin in be lost to the State, aud this powerful auxiliary educational agency lost to the

schools.

In 1800, $41,000 were raised by taxation for the purchase of books,

and about 29,000 volumes added to the libraries. The circulation of

books in that year was about 85,000 volumes; the small addition made

awakened interest, so that two years later the circulation was reported

at about 140,000 volumes, showing that the people craved fresh read-

ing. The additions since 1800 have been small, amounting, in 1874, to

only L',rl() volumes, while out of 253,545 volumes reported in the libra-

vies, only 85,306 were reported as having been "taken out during the

year."
1

'The number of volumes reported in the Public Library of Indianapolis, Ai>ril 1,

1-7 I, was 14,560; the circulation of books for the year ending on that date was 101,281

volumes.
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The average condition arul use of the libraries are fairly indicated by
the subjoined excerpts from the report of the superintendent of public
instruction for 1874, as reported to him by the superintendents of the

several counties named:

Bartholomew County. The number of volumes reported as belonging to twelve town-

ships is 2,r>?\! ;
the 11 umber taken out, H95. A few volumes of reports have been

added to each library during the year. Many of the books have been lost, the re-

mainder are in bad condition, and but little read. The expense overruns the benefit

derived. I would suggest: that an appropriation be made to till the empty shelves with

reading matter that will command respect by its worth; if not, our township libraries

will soon belong to the past.

Volumes iu libraries, 2,572; taken out during year, 395; added during

year, 40.

Benton County. The township libraries under the present arrangement are simply
of no benefit whatever

;
not 50 volumes out of the 1.3f:0 are reported as having been

taken out and read.

Volumes in libraries, 1,350; taken out during year, 45; added during

year, 8.

Carroll County. Our libraries are in rather poor couditiou, and poorly patron-

ized. Many of the books are stale, and people seem to take little interest in them.

Volumes in library, 3,428; taken out during year, 428; added during

year, 7.

Craicford County. Each township lias a good bookcase and the books are kept tol-

erably well. In some townships they are not kept as well as in others. They get
weak tor want of exercise.

Volumes in libraries, 2,066; taken out during year, 1,281; added

during year, 17.

Dearborn County. Onr libraries are greatly neglected, the people scenting to care

but little for the books, they generally being supplied with fresher publications for

general reading.

Volumes in libraries, 3,518; taken out during year, 1,541.

Decatur County. Contrary to what was expected the towuship library system in the

State, at least in this county, is comparatively a failure. Never have the advantages
been realized from it that its projectors expected. In this county the books are but

little read, and are slowly but surely becoming scattered and lost, and its complete re-

duction is only a matter of time.

Volumes in libraries, 3,637 ;
taken out during year, 528.

DeKalb County. Our libraries are in a fair condition, though in some townships the

books are not much read.

Volumes in libraries, 2,573; taken out during year, 50; added during

year, 1. There are nine townships in DeKalb County.
Di'ldu-int i

Oniity. The public libraries of the various townships of our county are iu

a most deplorable, condition. Many books are lost and but few read. I am afraid

many of our citizens do not know of the existence of such libraries. Our teachers, too,

many of them at least, are unacquainted with the character of these books, and hence

cannot call attention to them and make such recommendations to their pupils as will

enable them to read profitably. A great reformation is here needed.

Volumes in libraries, 2,821; taken out during year, 600; added din-

ing year, 11.
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Fountain County. Oar township libraries are in general a failure. They have been

poorly preserved, often left to the mercy of visitors, and in this way more than half of

the books have been carried away and lost. They are now practically of no value, but
a decided expense. Unless we can get more new books, I hope the next legislature
will pass a law ordering the sale of our old books and that the proceeds be added to

the general school fund.

Volumes in libraries, 2,748 ;
taken out during year, 546

;
added during

year, 60.

Franklin County. The books in our libraries are well taken care of, but not read as

much as they ought to be. A small addition by State aid, or otherwise, to each of

them, would have a good effect in calling the attention of the people to their existence ,

and attracting them to a perusal of the books.

Volumes in libraries, 4,062 ;
taken out during year, 1,019 ;

added dur-

ing year, 5.

Grant County. Our libraries in some townships do tolerably well, while in others

they do poorly. When some one takes an interest in this work, as in other things, and
talks it up, invites persons to call in and examine the books in the library, the people
as a result appreciate the reading of such books, and are benefited

;
while in some other

places no one speaks of the library, and it is considered a thing of expense for no profit,

for the books are not read. I am of opinion that there is advantage and great profit

in the aggregate, even as it is, though the books are not read as much as they should

be by our people.

Number of volumes reported, 1874, 2,556 ;
taken out during year, 566

;

added during year, 4.

Howard County. By the statistical report you will observe that incur township
libraries are 1,820 volumes

;
that not a book has been added

;
that only 362 of these

books have been taken out and read.

Montgomery County. The libraries are doing very well, being rarely ever molested.

If the case, box, or apartment wherein contained, is of good material and kept in the

dry, the probability is they will serve the next generation as well as they have this.

As a general thing they are composed of very poor selections, consequently they are but

little read. I am decidedly of the opinion that they are not worth what it costs to

keep them. If they were distributed among the different districts, and placed under

the charge of the teacher, I. believe they would be productive of great good, and cost

the public less. As now handled they are of but little value.

Volumes in libraries, 3,728; taken out during year, 908; added dur-

ing year, 2.

Wayne County. The libraries, in most cases, are well preserved, and centrally located.

The books, however, have been on hand so long that calls for them are not so frequent
as they would be had they a supply of fresh new books. It would be well, in my opinion.

to amend the law so as to permit the levy of a small tax by the township trustee, to

increase the books on hand from 'year to year.

The Morrison Library, in the city of Richmond, established by the generosity of a for-

mer citi/cn, has done and is still doing much to diffuse general intelligence.

Volumes in libraries, 13,459; taken out during year, 29,708; addM

during year, 230.

MAINE.

By an act dated March 19; 1844, school districts were authori/cd to

expend not exceeding 5 per cent, of the district school appropriation

4E
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each year in the purchase of books for school libraries, and two dis-

tricts might unite their funds for this purpose. Few, if any, libraries

grew up under the above provision, 'and the State superintendent, writ-

ing in 1875, says :

We have no library system in this State recognized l>y the school laws.

OHIO.

The pioneers of Ohio were men who knew and appreciated the impor-

tance of common schools. When they began the building of the State

they also began an effort in behalf of public education. Amid all the

discouragements that beset them in the wilderness, their energy did not

flag nor their faith waver. The school law of 1825 gave place in 1837

to one more efficient. Prior to this a State convention of friends of edu-

cation, presided over by Governor Robert Lucas, met at Columbus

during the session of the general assembly, in January, 1836. One of

the resolutions adopted recommended that authority be granted for the

formation of school libraries.

The law enacted the following year provided for the appointment of

a State superintendent of schools. He immediately entered on his du-

ties, and, after traveling twelve hundred miles on horseback and visit.

ing three hundred schools, submitted his report and recommendations,
one of which was the establishment of school libraries. From this time

onward the advocates of the libraries were unwearied in their efforts,

and the legislature was constrained in 1847 to enaU a law by 'which the

county commissioners of eleven counties, named in the act, were em-

powered to grant the whole or any part of the proceeds of surplus
revenue to teachers' institutes, one-half of which was to be devoted to

the institution of libraries for their use. This act was amended February.

1848, so as to require that all money used for libraries should be de

voted to the purchase of common school libraries, and its provisions were

extended to all counties in the State having possession of tl:e firml

named in the first act. In 1853, after a severe struggle, the genera]

school law was passed, which contained a clause creating a fund by a tax

of one-tenth of a mill on the dollar, yearly, on the taxable property ol

the State. k ' for the purpose of furnishing school libraries and apparatus
to all the common schools in the State." It was estimated that this tax

would produce $80,000 per annum. The State superintendent

charged with the duty of selecting and purchasing the books.

During the first three years after the enactment of this law 332.571

volumes were placed in the school libraries. A suspension of the opera
tiou of the law tor two years produced its natural result, a diminution

of the number of books, and therefore of the usefulness of the libraries

The decrease in the number of volumes reported was over 100,000. 11

would not be fair to suppose that one-third of the books had disappeared
in two years; much must be attributed to imperfect returns through

waning interest. As soon as operations under the law were resumed
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aud new books were added, interest was re-awakened, and for several

years they prospered.' In 1860, a law authorizing the levy of a tax
for school libraries was adopted. In 1865, the number of volumes re-

ported was naarly 350,000.
From the report of the State superintendent for the year 1858 and

from other sources it appears that the selections of books for the school

libraries during the early years of the system were not in all respects

satisfactory, and some of the criticisms evoked, though severe, seem just
and reasonable.

It was felt that the libraries would command greater interest aud
better care if, instead of being divided among the several districts,

they were consolidated and the town system adopted. Accordingly an

act, dated March, 1864, was passed, directing such consolidation, which
it was hoped would infuse new life into the system. The reports of the

State superintendent show, however, that this hope was not realized.

The libraries continued to languish. In his annual report for 1868, the

State superintendent said :

There can be little question that our township libraries have either fulfilled their

mission or are destined never to fill it The books are scattered or lost in large num-
bers. Those that are gathered into the township central libraries, as required by the

amended law of 1864, are read by few or none but the families of the librarians
;
and

in the townships where the requirements of the amended law ha!Ve not been complied

with, the books, at least the great bulk of them, are hopelessly saattered or destroyed.

. . . Township school officers are puzzled to know what to do with the few books

remaining, a.nd in many cases are calling for the privilege to sell them by public auc-

tion or to be otherwise relieved of their care.

The superintendent recommended that the books be transferred, un-

der proper restrictions, to voluntary associations, which

already exist in nearly all our cities and in many of our towns and villages; and if

the public school library books were turned over to these associations; or offered to

others that may yet be formed, aTvery commendable enterprise would be promoted,
a ml the books be properly cared for and used.

According to the report above quoted, there were 286,684 volumes in

all the school libraries. In 1869 there were but 258,371 volumes reported.

Since that year no statistics of school libraries have been published by
the State superintendent; the last mention of them appears in the an-

nual report for 1871, where allusions are made to them in the reports

from eight counties, without exception unfavorable.

The recommendations of the superintendent in his report for 1868

\\cic in May, 1873, embodied in a law which provides that a majority of

the electors in any city or incorporated village not exceeding one thou-

s;md inhabitants, may levy an annual tax not exceeding one-tenth of a

mill on the dollar on the taxable property, for the purpose of creating

and maintaining a public library, and on consent of the board of rdu-

cation being had, the Qhio school library of the town may be trans-

ferred thereto.

An act passed March, 1867, empowers boards of education in cities
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of the first and second classes to levy an annual tax of one-tenth of a

mill on the dollar on all property taxable for school purposes, for the

purchase of books for public school libraries. The law of February.

1868, authorizes the city council of am city of the second class to levy

a tax not exceeding one-half a mill on the dollar for a free public li-

brary and reading room, provided suitable accommodations are fur-

nished without expense to the city.

In several cities large public libraries have grown up, the creation of

which was due to the school library law of 1853. The article entitled

Public Libraries of Cincinnati, in another part of this report, will be

found to contain an interesting description of the most important of this

class, the Public Library of Cincinnati.

WISCONSIN.

The constitution of Wisconsin, adopted in 1848, provided for the for-

mation of school libraries in the same section which enacted that com-

mon schools should be established. The first school law authorized the

town superintendent to deduct 10 per cent, from the school fund and

with it buy books for the several districts. This law remained in force

until 1859, when it was repealed. In 1858 there were 1,125 district

libraries and 250 joint libraries in the State, containing an aggregate of

38,755 volumes. At that time there were 4,000 school districts in the

State ; there were 56 counties in the State, 20 of which did not report a

single library ;
six others reported nine libraries, with a total of 131 vol-

umes an average of less than 15 volumes each.

There seemed good reason, after summing up the results often years'

effort and finding them so meager, for the superintendent to recommend
the substitution of the township system. .

In 1859 a law for town school libraries was enacted. By it a perma-
nent library fund was to be created by devoting 10 per cent, of the

school fund "subject to apportionment in 1860, and annually there-

after," and adding the proceeds of a tax of "one-tenth of one mill on the

dollar valuation of taxable property." This fund could 01113- be used for

library purposes. The local school boards were no longer to purchase

books, that duty being devolved on "
public authority.'' Unfortunately

the law was not specific, and a bill prepared by three distinguished

educators, who had been appointed by the legislature in 1859 to make
a revision of the school laws and report to the succeeding legislature,

presented to that body a bill which cared for all details. It failed to

become a law, and in 1862 the law of 1859 was repealed, the funds that

had accumulated, amounting to more than $88,000, being transferred to

the school and general funds whence they had been derived.

A return to the district system was inevitable, and in 1863 a law was

passed allowing school districts to vote a tax of $50 a year, and, if the

district contained two hundred or more children of school age, $100 a

year for a library. In 1874 there were reported in the district libraries
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16,157 volumes, valued at $14,657.43, aud $809.77 had been paid for 776

volumes during the year. Six counties reported less than 10 volumes

each in their school libraries. Eeports were received from fifty-one

counties; twelve made no report.

MISSOURI.

An act passed February, 1853, empowered the voters of any school

district to raise money by a tax for the purchase and support of a

school library. Few districts appear to have exercised the power
granted. The annual report of the State superintendent for 1868 con-

tained library returns from 14 counties only. The aggregate number
of volumes reported was 23,794, and 20,206 of these were in St. Louis

County. The last annual report does not contain returns from any
school libraries except at St. Louis and St. Joseph, the latter acquired

entirely by the donations of individuals and the voluntary efforts of the

pupils. A full account of the former will be found in the article entitled

Public Libraries of St. Louis, in another part of this Report.

CALIFORNIA.

Between 1854 and 1866 several school libraries were formed in Cali-

fornia, mainly by the efforts of individuals. In 1856 a little more than

$200 of school money was expended for books and apparatus; in 1863

all the school libraries were valued at $3,600 one at Marysville con-

tained about 1,000 volumes; in 1865 nearly $6,000 were expended for

school libraries and apparatus.
The friends of education had long felt the need of placing, books in

the school districts, and left no means untried to carry out the plan. At

length, in 1866, the recommendations of the superintendent of public

instruction, in his biennial report for 1864-'65, were embodied in the

present excellent law for school libraries. The provisions of the law

and the results so far achieved are fully described in the following state-

ment from the State superintendent, made in 1875 :

A public school library is established by law iu every school district of this State.

Except iu cities not divided into school districts, the library fund consists of 10 per
cent, of the St.ate school fund annually apportioned to the district, unless 10 par CLMit

exceed $50, in which event it consists of $50, annually taken from the fund so appor-
tioned. In cities not divided into school districts, the library fund consists of the sum
<>!' s50 for every 500 children between the ages of 5 and 15 years, annually taken

from the State school fund apportioned to the city. Previous to I860, school libraries

had 1m ii established in connection with several districts; but the system of public
school libraries, supported by the State, dates from March, 18(56. The State grants
rota Hi;: to H?l inclusive amounted to $169,009.75.

The only other source of revenue for supporting these libraries, provided for by law,
consists in fines, penalties, and fees of membership.

" Fees ofmembership" are to be col-

lected of residents of the district who are not pupils of the public school, and yet de-

sire to become entitled to the privileges of the school library. Hut in point of fact no
'

fees of membership," or fines aud penalties have ever been collected
;
aud the libraries

II.-IM- been established and supported exclusively by the State.
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The libraries are under the direct control of the board of trustees or of education.

who generally delegate this power to the teacher, who acts as librarian.

The State board of education prescribes a list of books from which all books for dis-

trict libraries must be selected.

The results of this system of public school libraries have been that reference books

have been placed at the disposal of the teacher; the children have obtained aeccss to

those best of teachers, good books
;
and in hundreds, nay thousands, of districts, a store

of mental food has been placed at the disposal of the residents of such districts, which

otherwise would be beyond the means of all except th<- most opulent. Under this sys-

tem every district in the State established for any length of time has a good school

library; and the legislature, at its last session, made it therefore optional with tin-

trustees to expend the library fund for books, or for apparatus, or for both. Up to

1874 the library fund could be expended only for books. Our system of public school

libraries ha.s worked so satisfactorily that not even a wish for a change has been

expressed.

An examination of the excellent list of books prepared by the board

of education in 1873 for the use of school officers shows that it is com-

posed with great care and a catholic regard for the tastes of all. Fol-

lowing it, no school d irector, however unfamiliar with books, can fail to

make selections that will gratify as well as improve the tastes of pupils

and parents alike.

OREGON.

While Oregon was yet a Territory, a law was enacted authorizing

electors of school districts to levy a tax for ordinary school purposes,
and an additional tax for the purchase and increase of school libraries

The school law of 1854 charged school directors with the duty of ap

pointing a suitable person for librarian when the district had procurer

a library.

The State constitution, adopted in 1857, provides for the "
purchase

of suitable libraries and apparatus" for the common schools.

The general school law, published in 1870 provides tbat the board o

directors may,
" when authorized by a majority vote of the district

. . . furnish their school houses with the necessary . . . libraries

apparatus, &c." The sparseness of population and the difficulties attend

> ing the settlement of a new State probably constitute the main reasons

why the reports of the State superintendent do not show that schoo

libraries have been formed.

ILLINOIS.

The first legislative action for the institution of school libraries ap

pears to have been taken in 1855. Section 43 of the general school la\\

provides :

" For the purpose of . . . procuring furniture, fuel, libraries, and appa
rains, . . . the directors of each district shall be authorized to levy a ta>

annually."
" The directors may also use for the purchase of libraries and apparatu

any surplus funds after all necessary school expenses are paid.''

It is thus discretionary with the school directors whether money foi

the purchase of libraries shall be raised by tax or not. In 1874, the
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date of the last official return, there were reported iii all the libraries

60,871 volumes. These, together with the unknown number lost and
worn out since 1857, the date of the first purchase, had cost $194,966.
Under date of April, 1875, the State superintendent of public instruc-

tion writes:

The statute makes no provision as to the manner of selecting the books, nor as to the

management and use of the libraries, each local board being left to the free exercise of

its own judgment in these respects. The omission to prescribe any rules or regulations
for the guidance of directors upon these important points must be regarded as a very
serious defect in our present law.

The State superintendent of public instruction has no legal authority or jurisdiction

in the matter of school libraries. He may, however, in virtue of the general powers
attaching to his office, give such information and advice in relation thereto as he may
deem expedient. Accordingly, Dr. Newton Bateman, my very able predecessor, pear

the close of his term, prepared an extended list of books as an aid to local school

boards and others, in making selections for school libraries. The list was compiled
with great labor and care, and although it is purely suggestive, and of no official obli-

gation, it is believed that it will prove of great assistance to those for whose benefit it

was prepared, as well as to the cause of good reading and culture. The list referred

to will be found at the close of the tenth biennial report of this department.
Our present law in relation to the raising of funds for school libraries is a very liberal

one, and when supplemented by a few simple regulations touching the selection, care,

custody, and use of the books, the best results may be anticipated.

It is my purpose to recommend that the law be so changed that when a district

levies a tax for school library, the State shall grant an equal amount for the purpose.

Of academies, wo have but few in the State, the public high schools having for the

most part taken their place.

PENNSYLVANIA.

School libraries may be formed under the law of 1864, by subscrip-

tion or otherwise, and it is the duty of the school directors to receive

and care for the same
;
but they are prohibited from purchasing from

the school fund any books except those of a strictly professional char-

acter, for the use and instruction of teachers. No book, unless ap-

proved by them, can be placed on the shelves of the school library. They
are authorized to receive bequests and endowments for the bsnefit of

school libraries.

As might reasonably be expected, very few public school libraries

have been formed in Pennsylvania, and those existing are of minor im-

portance.

KANSAS.

An act approved February 28, 1870, empowers the voters of any
school district in the State to raise money by a tax, (in no case exceed-

ing two mills on the dollar of taxable property,) for the purchase by
the board of directors of a school district library ;

and directs that the

purchases shall be restricted to " works of history, biography, science,

and travels."

The, annual reports of the State superintendent do not indicate that

any action has been taken to institute such libraries.
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VIRGINIA.

Section 0, article 8, of the constitution, as amended in 1870, is as fol-

lows :

The board of education shall provide for uniformity of text books and the furnish-

ing of school houses with such apparatus and library as may bo necessary, under such

regulations as may be provided by l:i\v.

Section 51 of the school law, approved July, 1 870, directs that " such

apparatus and library as may be necessary shall be provided for on

some gradual system by the board of education." No school libraries

are yet reported.
NEW JERSEY.

The act passed by New Jersey in 1871, to "
encourage the formation

of libraries in the free public schools," provides that any school district

which shall raise $20 by subscription for a library shall receive a like

sum from the State for the same purpose, and that each year after shall

be entitled to the sum of $10, on the same conditions. The selection of

books and the administration of the library are placed in the control

of the trustees of the district.

In 1874 there were 1,369 school districts in the State. In the year

1872, 189 districts formed libraries under the act
;
in 1873, 47 additional

libraries were formed, and 49 districts (raising by subscription the $10

required) received further aid from the State
;
in 1874, 31 new districts

formed libraries, 28 made the first and 29 the second addition
; or, to

summarize, 207 districts have formed libraries
;
77 have made two, and

29 three additions.

The State superintendent of schools, writing in 1875, says :
,

The reports I receive represent that the books are generally read by the pupils and

by many of the parents. I am satisfied that the law has been productive of great good
in the State. I do not think the law for us could be improved by any change in its

provisions.

KENTUCKY.

The school law of 1873 provides that when,
"
by contribution, pur-

chase, or otherwise," 40 volumes have been collected for the purpose in

any school district, the trustee may organize a school library

Provided, That none of the school revenues collected by general taxation for the

purpose of common school education shall ever hereafter bo used to purchase books,

maps, or charts for the same.

It is made the duty of the State board of education to prepare a list

of books suitable for school libraries. So far as known no such list

has yet been prepared. No school libraries are reported.

MINNESOTA.

Minnesota, in March, 1873, passed a law authorizing voters in school

districts to raise money by taxation for library purposes, but no such

libraries are yet reported as having been established.
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COLORADO.

The territorial legislature enacted a general school law February, 1876,

by a unanimous vote of both branches. Section 58 empowers the elec-

tors of school districts of the second class to levy a tax for several pur-

poses specified, one of which is,
" for procuring libraries for the schools.''

In districts of the first class, i. e., those in which the population exceeds

1,000 inhabitants, the board of education has the same power.

SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO, CANADA.

It is thought proper to give here a brief account of the school libra-

ries of Ontario. The system was inaugurated at a time when similar

libraries in the State of New York were enjoying the season of their

highest prosperity, and it was in a large degree due to the example of

that State.

The act under which the libraries were organized was passed in 1850.

Its several provisions are succinctly stated by the chief superintendent
of education for Ontario, in his annual report for the year 1874 :

In regard to the free public libraries, it may bo proper to repeat the explanation that

these libraries are managed by local municipal councils and school trustees, (chiefly by
the latter,) under regulations prepared according to law by the council of public in-

struction. The books are procured by the education department, from publishers both

in Kurope ;ui<l America, at as low prices for cash as possible; and a carefully prepared
classified catalogue of about 4,000 works (which have been approved by the council of

public instruction) is printed and sent to the trustees of each school section, and the

council of each municipality. From this select and comprehensive catalogue the local

municipal and school authorities desirous of establishing and increasing a library, select

such works as they think proper, or request the department to do so for them, and re-

ceive from the department not only the books at prices about from 25 to 35 per cent,

cheaper than the ordinary retail prices, but an apportionment in books of 100 per cent,

upon the amount which they provide for the purchase of such books. There is also

kept in the department a record of every public library, and of the books which have

been furnished for it, so that additions can bo made to such libraries without liability

to send second copies of the same books.

The first purchases of books were made in 1854, when 851,376 were

expended for that purpose.

According to the report above quoted, collections valued at $152,410
had been furnished up to the end of that year. The libraries, exclusive

of subdivisions, numbered 1,334, an increase of 51 for the year; they
contained 266,046 volumes; the increase for the year was 7,167 vol-

umes; the sum of $2,668 was expended, of which the department paid
one-half. The character of the libraries is sufficiently shown by the fol-

lowing statement of the number of books belonging to the several

classes placed in them since they were formed : History, 45,664 volumes ;

zoiilot/y and phyxio IIHJU, 16,013 volumes; botany, 2,931 volumes; phcnotu-

am.
i,

l.V) volumes; physical science, 5,048 volumes
; gcoloyy, 2,328 vol-

umes; natural phiItMopky and manufactures, 13,722 volumes
; <-licmix(rif,

-.lo;; volumes; practical agriculture, 10,187 volumes; literature, 2.~>,237
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volumes; voyages, 23,931 volumes; biography, 30,181; tales and sketches,

practical life, 75,413 volumes; fiction, 2,399 volumes; teachers? library,

4,134 volumes.

The report does not indicate the value of the libraries as expressed

by the extent of their use except in a few of the counties, but their

growth from the year 1854 to the present time shows clearly that they
are gradually increasing in usefulness as well as extent, and proves that

the law, excellent in itself, has been well administered.

II. LIBRARIES OF SCHOOLS FOR SECONDARY INSTRUC-
TION.

THEIR ORIGIN, GROWTH, AND CHARACTER OF THE AID THEY HAVE
RECEIVED.

Besides the libraries established in connection with common schools,

there are others belonging to schools for secondary instruction. In sev-

eral of the States such libraries of academies began early in the cen-

tury. In New York they have been aided by State grants, under the

act of 1834
;
in New Hampshire aid was given at an early day to the

libraries of the academies. These collections have been multiplied as

different kinds of schools have been established, until now there is

hardly a school- of any kind, seminary, normal school, commercial

school, or other higher school, public or private, without its library.

Statistics reported to this Bureau show that there are, in 820 such

schools, nearly 1,000,000 volumes. There are doubtless many such

libraries not reported. Statistics of libraries of this class will be found

in the general table in another part of this report.

Some of the high schools have received municipal aid for libraries.

In New York, as has been stated, many academies receive regular
State aid from the literature fund. The number of such academies last

reported was 234. They contained libraries amounting in the aggregate
to 163,669 volumes, the estimated value of which was $193,454.
Most of the collections belonging to these schools in the different

States are of a miscellaneous character, mainly consisting of gifts of in-

dividuals. The schools are for the most part without special library

funds
; although in many instances means have been afforded to make

selections that would aid students in their course of study.

III. LIBRARIES OF ASYLUMS AND HOSPITALS.

Most of the institutions for the care and education of the deaf and
dumb and the blind, for the insane, for orphans, and other unfortunates

in the United States, possess libraries, many of which are important and
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valuable. Belonging to asylums of the cfoss first named there are re-

ported 52 special libraries intended for the instruction of the inmates.

The best known is that built up by the exertions of the late Dr. S. G.

Howe, of Boston, in connection with the Perkins Institute for the Blind
j

that of the Hartford Asylum, Hartford, Conn.; and that of the Deaf-

Mute College at Washington, D.C., under the charge of Professor Gal-

lauclet. The last named institution is sustained by the General Govern-

ment. Others, begun later, have acquired a high rank in the class to

which they belong.

Asylums and hospitals for the insane are also to a considerable extent

provided with libraries. The best known is that of the McLean Asylum,
at Somerville, Mass.

Asylums for orphans and others, maintained by State or city govern-

ments, or by private benevolence, generally posssss libraries.

Reference is made to the general table in another part of this report
for statistics of libraries in the several classes above named.



CHAPTER III.

COLLEGE LIBRARIES.

BY THE EDITORS.

L GENERAL REMARKS.

INTRODUCTION COLLEGE AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES SELECTION OF HOOKS COL-
LECTIONS SHOULD BE READILY ACCESSIBLE LIBRARIES FOR SPECIAL SCHOOLS OR
DEPARTMENTS.

The principles on which college and university libraries are conducted

should be quite different in some important particulars from those upon
which "

public
" libraries are administered.

The college collections of books should be regarded as instruments to

be kept in use, rather than as precious treasures to be stored up. There
will of course be in every State, and in most large towns, public libra-

ries, in which the attempt is made to bring together, and hand down
to those who come after us, all the publications of our day and of past
times. But a college library will be embarrassed by attempting to take

the place of the public library ;
and the space at command, as well as

the corps of librarians it employs, may be given up to that which for

colleges will be of very little use.

The tendency among librarians is to increase the number of volumes

which are placed upon the library shelves, and this is largely because

libraries are usually rated by their numerical contents. Few college

librarians would have the courage to say, with the late Dr. Cogswell, of

the Astor Library in New York,
" I would as soon tell you how many

tons the library weighs as how many books it contains." It should be

a question with every college librarian what gifts he will consent to

receive, or, at least, what gifts he will consent to embody in the main

library.

Again, the books which are received in a college library should be

arranged within easy reach of the persons who have access to it. The
librarian should not be a miser, hoarding away his riches where nobody
can easily find them, but a capitalist, constantly using his accumulated

wealth for the encouragement of further production.
A library may be rich in choice works, but if the rules of its man-

agement are such that these works can be approached only by a select

few and under restrictions as to use, or under other embarrassing regu-

lations, their value is but slight.

Not long ago the distinguished president of an American college.
60
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visiting the library of a foreign university, one of whose learned pro-
fessors had just published a work on Greek antiquities, was told by him
that three copies of Montfaucon's Antiquities were in the university

library, but he could not be allowed to take one of them to his study j

and as his working hours were in the evening, after the library was
closed, these three copies were practically of no use to him. He then
endeavored to purchase one of those copies, which was standing idle

within a stone's throw of his study, but there was no authority to part
with any of the possessions of the college, and he was consequently
obliged to import a fourth copy, at his own expense and for his private

use, from Paris, while the three copies the college owned stood dust-

covered on the shelves. But, as a college officer, the professor had the

satisfaction of knowing that the college law was enforced.

It also seems very desirable that a college library should be provided
with a room wherein cyclopedias and dictionaries and standard histori-

cal, scientific, and literary works are gathered, and that this room should

stand open through the evening and on Sundays. There are many even-

ing hours when students find their own rooms cold and cheerless
;
the

college library, or a portion of it, should be open from morning until late

at night, inviting them to investigation and reading. It is true that

most of our colleges have neither the proper buildings nor the force of

librarians requisite for this purpose. But the question is, what is de-.

sirable, if the pecuniary means will permit. Certainly if it is well to

provide attractive and wholesome resorts for workingmen near their

homes, there is also occasion to provide them for those engaged in study.
It is a question now beginning to be asked whether the building up of

one great library in a college is as useful as the building up of several

special libraries in it
; or, rather, whether it would not be well to sup-

plement the great or central collection of books by special and tech-

nical libraries adapted to every department of instruction, literary as

well as scientific.

A college which should have all its philosophical.apparatus chem-

ical, physical, astronomical, and engineering in one repository, would

seem ridiculous. Not that the literary and scientific apparatus are of

the same sort: yet it would be a great advantage to any college to see

the furniture of books provided liberally for every class and lecture

room, as a matter of course, as chemical and physical apparatus are pro-

vided for the scientific class rooms. Literary tastes would be quickem-d
and methods of literary research would be acquired under the guidance
of a professor who had around him, as in his own library, the sources of

information, much more readily than when obliged to send his scholars to

a distance to verify an assertion or prosecute an inquiry. In other

words, the ideal college library would contain, lirst, the books most in

demand by the professors and students, skillfully arranged, easily acces-

sible, and opened, in part at least, to the studeUts from morning until

late in the evening; the promotion of scholarship being the chief thing
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thought of. .Second, a storeroom for such books as may rarely be

needed for the purposes just stated; but which, having come into the

possession of the library, may fitly be stored away for possible use in

cases of special inquiry. The first room would be the working room or

bibliographical laboratory ;
the latter, the bibliographical storehouse.

Third, branch libraries in the principal lecture rooms, even though in

some cases it may be necessary to duplicate or triplicate such books as

are requisite lor frequent use.

But, as has been already hinted, (and as will appear from the fol-

lowing sketches,) few colleges have possessed funds to build up li-

braries on a scientific plan. Their collections consist largely of the

voluntary gifts of many individuals, and hence are usually of a mis-

cellaneous character. Comparatively few of the patrons of our col-

leges in the past have appreciated the essential impprtance of ample
and well selected libraries. Recently, however, more liberal views have

prevailed in this respect. This, with fewer restrictions as to expendi-

ture, will enable college officers to select with greater discrimination

and more definite purpose.
The library fund of Harvard College now amounts to about. $169,000,

that of Dartmouth College to $37,000, that of Yale College to $65,500,

that of Trinity College to $35,000, that of Brown University to $25,000,

that of the College of the City of New York to $30,000, that of the Col-

lege of New Jersey to $40,000, that of the University of Rochester to

$25,000, that of Wesleyan University to $27,000, that of Madison -Uni-

versity to $20,000.

The gifts of valuable and special private collections to college libra-

ries have been numerous within the past few years. Noteworthy^ among
them are those of Charles Sumner to Harvard

;
of President Woolsey

and Professor Salisbury to Yale; of Groldwin Smith to Cornell; of Hon.

C. F. Ward to Lafayette; of Mr. Michael Reese, (Dr. Lieber's library,)

to the University of California; of Herr Schulze to the Northwestern

University, and of Stephen Colwell and Professor Rogers to the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania.
The sketches of college libraries here presented were, with two excep-

tions, prepared by the librarians of the respective colleges. Some of

these have been necessarily abridged. It is regretted that the limits

of this report preclude the possibility of publishing like sketches of the

libraries of all our colleges. Statistical information respecting all col-

lege libraries reported will, however, be found in the general table ot

library statistics in this volume. Reference may also be made to the

chapter entitled College Library Administration, by Professor Robinson,
of the University of Rochester.
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II. SKETCHES OF CERTAIN NOTEWORTHY COLLECTIONS.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA TRINITY COLLEGE WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY YALE
COLLEGE GEORGETOWN COLLEGE NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY KENTUCKY
UNIVERSITY BOWDOIN COLLEGE COLBY UNIVERSITY AMHERST COLLEGE
HARVARD COLLEGE MT. HOLYOKE SEMINARY TUFTS COLLEGE WELLESLEY
COLLEGE WILLIAMS COLLEGE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN ST. Louis UNIVER-
SITY DARTMOUTH COLLEGE COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY COLUMBIA COLLEGE
CORNELL UNIVERSITY HAMILTON COLLEGE MADISON UNIVERSITY ROCHESTER
UNIVERSITY VASSAR COLLEGE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA OHIO WES-
LEYAN UNIVERSITY MARIETTA COLLEGE ST. XAVIER COLLEGE DICKINSON-

COLLEGE LAFAYETTE COLLEGE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA BROWN UNI-

VERSITY UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT UNIVER-
SITY OF VIRGINIA WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY TABLE.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, CAL.

The nucleus of the library was formed from a graiit of $5,000 by the

regents in 1869. Funds for the support and increase of the library are

dependent upon legislative grants. In 1874 the State legislature made
a special grant of $4,800 for the library, and with this sum large acces

sions are about to be made.

Many generous donations have been received, the most noteworthy of

which are the following: A collection of cyclopedias and other works

of reference from Mr. E. L. Gould
;
the literary and art books, with some

scientific treatises, altogether over 1,000 volumes, from the library of

the late F. L. A. Pioche, of San Francisco
;
the library of Dr. Francis

Lieber, about 3,000 volumes, particularly full in works pertaining to

political and social science, the gift of Mr. Michael Eeese, of San Fran-

cisco; and the professional library (about 500 volumes) of the late Dr.

Victor Fourgeaud, of San Francisco, presented by his widow.

The number of volumes now in the library is about 12,000, more than

double what it was in 1872. The library of the medical department of

the university mioibers 1,600 volumes.

It is intended that the main library of the university shall be chiefly

a reference library. A branch circulating library has been begun, made

up in part from the duplicate books of the main library and in part

from donations. Two other branch libraries have also been begun, one

of agriculture, the other of the fine arts. It is hoped tliat in time each

department of instruction will be furnished with its own special library.

A very large collection has been made of newspapers illustrative of

the history of California.

The general library now occupies the main floor of one of the uni-

versity buildings. This is regarded as only a temporary arrangement,
until a suitable building can be built. The books are arranged by

subjects in alcoves, and in handsome cases made with reference to their

removal to another building.
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TRINITY COLLEGE, HARTFOED, CONN,
i

The library of Trinity (then Washington) College was begun in 1*>_'1.

A catalogue was published in 1832 showing a very valuable collection

of books. It has been increased by gifts and by the income from sev-

eral funds which have been founded from time to time the Bishop

Burgess, Elton, Sheffield, Peters, Alumni, and Athenaeum funds ami

which now amount in the aggregate to about $33,000. In 1862, by a

legacy of Ex-President Wheaton, his library was added to that of the

college ;
and about 1870, in the dissolution of the literary societies, the

Athena3um and the Parthenon, their libraries of miscellaneous reading
were also incorporated in the college library. The whole number of

volumes now amounts to about 15,000, not including many duplicate^

and unbound pamphlets. By the gift of the widow of the late president,

Dr. Jackson, his collection of works on mental and moral philosophy

will soon become a part of the library. The departments in which the

library is especially strong are Greek lexicography, chemistry, French

literature, ecclesiastical law, and liturgiology.

WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY, MIDDLETOWN, CONN.

The Wesleyan University was opened in September, 1831, and the

first step towards founding a library was taken two years later. Two
thousand volumes were obtained of Mr. Thomas Chapman, of Camden,

N.J.
;
of these, 1,655 volumes were placed at a low price, and one-half of

this given by Mr. Chapman himself; the remainder of the 2,000 volumes

Mr. Chapman gave outright. Tnis collection was largely theological,

and contained some valuable old books, among others a very fine* copy
of the Antwerp Polyglot. Some years later, 375 volumes from the

library of John Summerfield were presented to the library by his brother-

in-law, James Blackstack, of New York. No other large donations

were made for many years, nor had the library any permanent fund,

but it grew slowly from small gifts and small aunuaT grants by the

trustees.

In 1866 a library fund of $27,600 was raised by subscription. Since

1868 the income from this fund has been devoted to the increase of the

library. In 1868 Isaac Eich, of Boston, gave $40,000 for a library

building ;
and in the same year the friends of the late Hon. Moses F.

Odell, of Brooklyn, raised a fund of $5,000 to be expended in the pur-

chase of boobs on American history, which should be placed in an alcove

bearing his name. The works purchased with this fund, together with

those on that subject previously in the library, number about 5,000 vol-

umes, and form a special collection of considerable interest and im-

portance. Another special collection relating to the early history of the

Wesleyau denomination in England comprises about 700 books and

1,000 pamphlets.
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The library contains 26,000 volumes and increases at the rate of about

1,200 to 1,400 volumes a year.

The library has no printed catalogue. The one in use is a manuscript
card catalogue similar to that used in the Boston Public Library.

YALE COLLEGE, NEW HAVEN, CONN. 1

According to the commonly received tradition, the first formal act of

the founders of the college was a gift of books for the library, in 1700.

By successive donations, the chief of whk;h were 800 volumes given and

collected by Jeremiah Dummer, of London, in 1714, 300 volumes received

from Governor Yale in 1717, and 1,000 volumes from Bishop Berkeley
in 1733, the library had increased in 176G to 4,000 volumes, and could

have been but little larger at the beginning of the Revolution. During
the war the books were removed for safety to the interior of the State,

and the library suffered in consequence of the removal considerable

losses. Only 2,700 volumes appear in the catalogue of 1791, and not

until 1805 did the number rise above the point where it stood in 17G6.

The first contribution toward a permanent fund for the increase of the

library was a bequest of 10 sterling from Rev. Jared Eliot, of Killing-

worth, in 1763
;
the second, of the same amount, from Rev. Thomas Rug-

gles, of Guilford, in 1777; the third and last of the century, of 81,122 from

Rev. Samuel Lockwood, D.D., of Andover, Conn., in 1791. In 1807 Hon.

Oliver Wolcott gave $2,000. A bequest of $3,000, made to the college

by Mr. Noah Linsly, of Wheeling, Va., was assigned to the library trom

isi'l to 1851, and permanently united to the library fund in 1807. In

1823 Mr. Eli Whitney, of New Haven, and Mr. Daniel Wadsworth, of

Hartford, gave each $500. In 1833 Mr. John T. Norton, of Albany,

N.Y., gave $5,000, and in 1836 a bequest of $10,000 was received

from Dr. Alfred E. Perkins, of Norwich, Conn., which still remains the

largest individual contribution to the library .fund. A bequest made by

Rev. John Elliott, of Guilford, in 1825, reached in 1843 the stipulated

amount, $1,000, and was added to the fund; subsequent accumulations

have raised it to $1,400. A legacy of $5,000 from Mr. Addin Lewis, of

New Haven, was received in 1849, and a gift of $501) from Prof. James

L. Kingsley in 1850. In 1861 Mrs. William A. Lamed gave $1,100 for

music, and in 1867 Dr. Jared Linsly, of New York, $5,000 (in ten annual

payments) for the department of modern European languages. Hon.

Alphonso Taft, of Cincinnati, gave $1,000 in 1869, and a like sum was

received from an anonymous donor in 1870. Mr. Charles H. Board, of

Kdfiiville, N. Y., who died in 1871, shortly after graduation, left $2,500

to the fund for the purchase of books on political and social science. In

the same year Mr. Henry W. Scott, of Southbury, Conn., a graduate of

the class of 1863, left a bequest which now amounts to $2,000, but which

is to accumulate until it reaches $ >,000 before the income will be availa.

ble. The class of 1872 gave at graduation $1,700, and during the past

1 For an account of the origin and early history of the Yale libraries, see pp. '.7-30.

5 E
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yi>ar Mr. Thomas Hooker, of New Haven, lias given $1,000. The sum
of these various gifts which make up the library fund is about *n,o<M).

of which only 841,000 are at present productive, yielding an annual in-

come of $2,500. Of the remaining gifts to the library the following are

the more important:
In 1834 the government of Great Britain presented the publications

of the Record Commission, 74 volumes, folio. Dr. William Hillhouse,

of New Haven, gave in 1847 a copy of the Description de 1'figypte, 23

volumes, folio. President Woolsey, in 1861, gave his valuable Greek

library of nearly 1,000 volumes, and has since made important gifts to

this and other departments of the library. In 1870 Prof. Edward E.

Salisbury gave his library of Oriental books and manuscripts, adding
the sum of $6,000 for the increase of the already costly collection,

which he now sustains by a further annual gift of $600. This collec-

tion, which now contains 3,600 volumes of printed books, including

many rare and expensive works, and 90 Oriental manuscripts, is the

choicest portion of the college library and the most valuable gift it has

ever received. In 1871 Mr. Charles Astor Bristed gave $500 for addi-

tions to the department of classical philology, and in the same year the

library of Robert von Mohl, the eminent writer on political science, was

purchased at a cost of $3,600, toward which Hon. William Walter

Phelps contributed $1,400. Mr. Phelps has also assigned to the library

the two years past and has promised for the next few years the income

(63,5CO) of a fund of $50,000 left in trust for the benefit of the college

by his father, the late Mr. John J. Phelps. -In 1873 Mr. Henry Farnam,
of New Haven, gave $1,000, and Mr. George Peabody Wetmore, of

Newport, R. I., $500, for discretionary uses, and Mr. Frederick W.

Stevens, of New York, and Prof. O. C. Marsh, each, $500 for Chinese

and Japanese literature. During the past year two large and valuable

series have been presented to the library : a bound set of the Parlia

mentary Papers, 1865 to 1873 inclusive, in 742 volumes, by Hon. James
E. English; and Migue'sPatrology, both the Greek and the Latin series,

complete, in 387 volumes, by Mr. Henry Farnam.

To Prof. James D. Dana the library has been repeatedly indebted for

large and valuable gifts, especially of scientific journals. Mr. Richard

S. Fellowes, of New Haven, and Rev. Edgar L. Heermance, of White

Plains, N. Y., have each given within the past few years several expen
sive sets of books.

The growth of the library during the last century has been already

given. At subsequent dates the numbers have been as follows: In

1808, 4,700 volumes; in 1823, 6,500 volumes; in 1835, 10,000 volumes;
in 1850, 21,000 volumes; in 1860, 38,000 volumes; in 1870, 55,000 vol-

umes; in 1875, 78,000 volumes, to which must be added at least 25,000
unbound pamphlets. The average annual growth for the last ten years
has been a little more than 3,000 volumes, and for the last five years

4,500 volumes.
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The present annual income for the increase of the library derived

from the library fund, the Phelps fund, and Professor Salisbury's annual

gift, amounts to $6,000.

The other libraries of the university, hereafter to be described, which

number, collectively, half as many volumes as the college library, have

naturally had an important influence in shaping its character. Certain

departments are left almost wholly to these special libraries, and in all

cases care is taken to avoid needless duplication.

Of the manuscripts in the possession of the library the most impor-
tant are the Oriental manuscripts of the Salisbury collection, which are

chiefly Arabic, and the papers of President Stiles, collected in about

fifty volumes, which are of much value for the period of American his-

tory between 1755 and 1795.

Catalogues of the library were printed in 1743, 1755, 1701, 1808,
and 1823. The present catalogue is on cards, and contains an index

both of authors and of subjects.

In the library is also deposited the collection of coins belong-

ing to the college, which has been mostly formed since 1858, and to

a great extent by gifts. The principal donors have been Mr. Henry
Champion, Dr. Andrew T. Pratt," Mr. C. Wyllys Betts, Mrs. Augustus
R. Street, Hon. Charles William Bradley, Mrs. i^oah Porter, and Rev.

Oliver Crane, D.D. The collection now numbers 9,000 pieces, of which

3,000 are Greek and Rotmin. The duplicates, not included in this

enumeration, amount to two or three thousand. A catalogue was

printed in 18G3, when the collection was less than one-third its present
size. Another has been recently prepared by the curator, Dr. Jonathan

Edwards, but is not yet printed.

Four slabs, covered with Assyrian sculptures and inscriptions, obtained

from Nimroud in 1855, through the kind services of Rev. VV. F.. Wil-

liams, of Mosul, are set up in the main hall of the library.

On the removal of the college from Saybrook, in 1718, the library was

placed in the newly erected college building named in honor of Gov-

ernor Yale. It was afterwards successively transferred to the upper
floors of the Athenaeum, the Lyceum, and the chapel. The present

library building was begun in 1843, and completed in 1840, at a cost of

$34,000. Subscriptions amounting to $18,000 were received in aid of

the building, the largest being $0,000, from Professor Edward E. Salis-

bury, and $3,000 from President Woolsey.
Until 1805, the senior tutor officiated as librarian. The following per-

sons have held the office since that date: Prof. James L. Ivingsley,

1805-1824; Prof. Josiah W. Gibbs, 1824-1843: Mr. Edward C. Herriok,

1SHM858; Prof. Daniel C. Gilmau, 1850-1865
;
Mr. Addisou Van Name

since 1805. Since 1809 Mr. Franklin B. Dexter has held the appoint-

ment of assistant librarian.

Linonian and Brothers Library.

Of the auxiliary libraries grouped about the college library, the oldest

and most closelv connected with it are the libraries of the two public
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societies, the Linoniau and the Brothers in (Jiiity. Starting very nearly

together, the former in 1769, and the latter shortly after, the rivalry be-

tween them never suffered either to fall far behind the other, and the

statistics of one are sufficiently exact for both. The Linonian library

contained, in 1800, 475 volumes; in 1822, 1,200 volumes; in 1831, 3,500

volumes; in 1846, 10,000 volumes; in 1860, 12,000 volumes; in 1870,

13,000 volumes. The last catalogue of the Linouian Library was pub-
lished in 1861); of the Brothers in Unity in 1851. In 1871, by votes of

the two societies, the libraries were placed under the charge of the

college library committee, and in 1872 they were united, re-arranged, and

a new catalogue printed. A few hundred volumes, more appropriate
to the college library, were transferred thither

;
several thousand dupli-

cates were set aside for sale and exchange, and the number of volumes

in the united libraries thereby reduced to 17,000. Subsequent additions

have raised it to 19,000, an increase in the last three years of 2,000 vol-

umes. In place of the voluntary subscriptions and donations by which

the old libraries were sustained, a tax is now laid on the undergraduates
for the support of this library and of a reading room opened in one of

the college buildings in 1867. An annual income of about $2,000 is

available for the increase of the library.

These libraries have always preserved a character distinct from that

of the college library. While they were independent organizations, the

college library, from necessity as well as of .choice, respected the prov.

ince which they had chosen, that of general literature, and now that

they are placed under the same control, bhis mutual relation is kept
still more carefully in view.

A third society, the Calliopean, organized in 1819, was discontinued in

1854, and its library, amounting to about 6,000 volumes, sold.

Library of the Laic School.

The Yale Law School, which grew out of a private law school opened
in New Haven during the first decade of the present century, and which

celebrated in 1874 the fiftieth anniversary of its connection with the col-

lege, had no separate library before 1845. In that year, on the death of

Judge Samuel J. Hitchcock, one of the instructors, his library was pur-

chased for the school and considerably enlarged, at a total cost of about

$5,000. One-half the expense waborne by the college, and the remainder

contributed chiefly by members of the X ew Haven bar. The subsequent
additions down to the year 1872 were hardly sufficient to make good the

losses which the library suffered from the want of proper supervision.

During the past three years a sum exceeding $16,000, contributed by
friends and alumni of the school, mostly residents of New Haven and New
York, has been expended on the library. A library fund of $10,000 was

also given by Hon. James E. English in 1873. The number of volumes,

which in 1872 was 1,800, is now 8,000. The series of American, Eng-

lish, and Irish reports is complete, and the library is well provided with

works in jurisprudence, and international law.



College Libraries. 69

Tn 1873 the library, which had been previously kept in the old lecture

room, was removed, together with the school, to the third story of the new

court-house, where it is provided with elegant apartments, free of charge,
the services which it renders the courts being regarded as a full equiva-
lent for the hospitality it receives.

The Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences.

The Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences, founded in 1790, re-

sumed in 1866, after an interval of half a century, publication under its

own name, and has since entered iuto relations of exchange with a

goodly number of American and foreign societies. Lists of the ex-

changes received are printed in the Transactions of the Academy, the

third volume of which is now in progress. They amount thus far to

about 700 volumes, the yearly average for the past three years being
125 volumes. The academy does not, however, maintain a separate

library. Its books are incorporated in the library of Yale College, the

librarian of which has been, since 1866, also the librarian of the academy.

Library of the Sheffield Scientific School.

In 1866 Mr. Joseph E. Sheffield, in enlarging the building which he

had previously given to the school, provided an elegant library room,
and gave a library fund of $10,000, afterward increased to $12,000. At
the same time a few gentlemen of New Haven and New York contrib-

uted $2,000 for immediate' purchases of books. In 1869 Mr. Sheffield

purchased, at a cost of $4,000, and presented to the school, the valuable

mathematical library collected by Dr. William Hillhouse, of New Haven.

A catalogue of this library, which is devoted principally to pure math-

ematics, was printed in the fifth annual report of the school, (1869-70.)

Subsequently Dr. Hillhouse gave $300 for the binding of the unbound

portion of the collection.

The library contains at present about 5,000 volumes. A large part of

the annual income is expended for current scientific journals.

Libraries of the Yale Theological Seminary.

The Theological Seminary has two libraries.

I. The Trowbridye Reference Library. This was established mainly by
the liberality of Mr. Henry Trowbridge, of New Haven, who, on theeom-

pletiou of East Divinity Hall in 1870, gave $1,000 for the fitting nj> of

the library room, and $3,000 to provide the most needful books of ref-

erence. He has since made annual gifts of $200 and $300 for the pur-

chase of the more important of the new theological publications. In

1S70 a legacy of $500 was received from Mrs. Clarissa K Bntterlield, of

Ne\v Haven. Eev. E. Goodrich Smith, of Washington, D.C'., who had

previously made considerable gifts of books, at his death, in 187.5, loft

one thousand volumes to the seminary. . The present number of volumes
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is about two thousand, and in addition several hundred volumes have

been deposited in the college library.

II. The Lowell Mason Library of Church Music. The library of the

late Dr. Lowell Mason, given to the seminary by his family in 1873, is

placed in the West Divinity Hall. It includes the library of the emi-

nent composer, Dr. C. H. Riuck, of Darmstadt, which had been bought

by Dr. Mason, and which constitutes about one-third of the whole col-

lection. The whole number of titles is not far from eight thousand,

making, if properly bound, perhaps half as many volumes, divided

about equally between sacred and secular music. There are numerous

manuscripts, some of them unpublished. A careful catalogue of the

library has been prepared, in manuscript, by Mr. J. Sumuer Smith. The

elegant bookcases which hold the library are the gift of Mr. Atwater

Treat, of New Haven.

Library of the Yale Medical School.

The Medical School, chartered in 1810 and organized in 1813, has been

less fortunate in respect to its library than other and younger depart-

ments of the college. The 2,000 volumes, which the library at present

numbers, are largely gifts, and include not many recent books, nor is

there any library fund. The library was formerly kept at the medical

college, but for the past ten years has been deposited in the college

library.
Yale School of the Fine Arts.

.During the past year, by private liberality, a room has been fitted up
in the Art School for library uses, at a cost of $1,000, and the begin-

ning of an art library has been made.

Peabody Museum of Natural History.

The Peabody Museum, now approaching completion, will contain a

working library for each of its departments, and a few hundred volumes

have already been collected for this object. It is also the intention of

Professor Marsh to place in the museum, and make accessible to the

students, a portion, at least, of his private library, which, in the depart-

ments of paleontology and comparative anatomy, is especially full and

valuable.

Library of the American Oriental Society.

The American Oriental Society, organized in 1842, has uniformly de-

voted its income to the publication of its Journal, (now in the tenth vol-

ume,) trusting for the increase of its library to gifts and to exchanges
received for the Journal. Under such conditions, a symmetrical growth
is hardly to be expected, although the library is now considerable both

in numbers and value. The publications of other societies, with which

the Oriental Society is in correspondence, constitute, perhaps, the most

valuable portion of the library. The manuscripts number 131, most of
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them Arabic, and none of them of special importance. By far the

largest douor has been Hon. Charles William Bradley, of New Haven,
for several years United States consul at Amoy and Ningpo. His gifts,

made at various times previous to his death in 1855, amount to 850 sepa-
rate titles, and include many rare and valuable works. The present
number of volumes in the library is not far from 3,500. No catalogue
has been published, but lists of the accessions are printed from time to

time in the proceedings of the society.

The cabinet of the society contains, among other objects of interest, a

long Greek inscription of the second century before Christ, three San-

skrit inscriptions of the eleventh or twelfth century of our era, and a

Cufic inscription.

Until 1850, the library was kept in the houss of the librarian, Mr.

Francis Gardner, of Boston; from 1850 to 1855 in the Boston Athe-

iiienm, Mr. Charles Folsom being librarian. In 1855 Prof. W. D. Whit-

ney succeeded to the office, and the library was removed to New Haven
and placed in one of the rooms of the college library, where it still re-

mains. Professor Whitney was succeeded, in 1873, by Mr. Addison

Van Name, the present librarian of the society.

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE, GEORGETOWN, D.* C.

The library occupies rooms in one of the college buildings. There is

great need of increased space in order to bring all the collections

together. The college proposes at an early day to erect a fire-proof

building.

The books are grouped according to subjects, so far as the dispropor-

tionate space required for the theological folios will permit.

The library possesses a number of valuable manuscripts, among
which are: one attributed to the thirteenth century; one to the four-

teenth century ;
one in the Irish character, attributed to the historian

Geoffrey Keating; one in the Siamese character; another, taceu from

the body of a Tripolitan sailor, written in Arabic, and consisting of

extracts from the Koran
; also, many others of rarity.

Of early printed books there are 37 volumes printed in the fifteenth

century and 2G8 volumes of the sixteenth century.
The department of Bibles and commentaries contains copies of the

Scriptures, or,portions of them, in many languages; Walton's great work .

and other polyglots; Latin vulgates of all styles; commentaries, concord-

ances, and lexicons. Among the curious books of this department is

Scheuchzer's Physica Sacra, G volumes, in Dutch, Amsterdam, 1735, pro-

fusely illustrated.

The department of ecclesiastical history contains the works of many

authors, from Eusebius down. In theology there is an extensive collec-

tion of the works of both Catholic and non-Catholic writers. The Utter

have a compartment to themselves. In civil history the collection ;> i.u jc

and valuable. The collection of Catholic sermons is very extent -. em-
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bracing works in English, French, Latin, Italian, anil German. The other

departments of religious works are : (1) religious biography, including

the vast work of the Bollandists, begun in 1G43, and still in course of

completion ; (2) controversial works by Catholic authors; (3) works by
Catholic authors against deism and infidelity; (4) catechetical works;

(5) ascetical works, or books of piety, embracing collections of medita-

tions by many authors, special devotions, and prayer books
; (G) Catholic

periodicals; (7) a collection of works for the use of pastors; (8) works

on canon law and councils; (9) liturgical works, explanatory works

on ritual, Picart's seven curious volumes on the religious ceremonies of

all nations, graduate, rituals, and autiphouals.

The collection of works on antiquities and the fine arts embraces many
rare and costly volumes.

The series of publications of learned societies is very complete. The
collection of scientific works is also interesting and valuable, and care is

taken to keep up with the demands of the day, In English literature the

main library is indifferently furnished, but a valuable and extensive

collection, constantly added to, tills the shelves of the director of studies.

The classical library contains the best editions, many of them uniform.

French, Italian, and Spanish literature have each a separate department-
One of the most curious and interesting collections in the library is

that of books or tracts in the Cherokee language, in the Peuobscot.

Micmac, and Pottawatomie Indian, dialects, and in Chinese, Japanese,

Javanese, Hindostanee, modern Sanskrit, Tamil, Dyak, Syria c, Armen-

ian, Turkish, Polish, Russian, Sclavouian, Basque, Breton, Irish, and

Welsh.

The library, which now numbers 28,000 volumes, is always accessible

to visitors. Books are never loaned outside of the college. Students

may visit the library to consult authorities, but they rarely have occa-

sion to do so, as their own society libraries are well supplied with stand-

ard works, to which access can be had by them at any moment.

The society libraries of the college number 4,268 volumes.

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY, EVANSTON, ILL.

The University Library was begun by a purchase, in 156, of 3,000

carefully selected volumes. Since that time small yearly purchases have

been made.

In 18G9, Luther L. Greenleaf, of Evanston, purchased the private

library of Dr. Schulze, member of the Prussian ministry of public

instruction, from his heirs, and presented it. to the university. This

collection of 20,000 volumes (including 7,000 valuable pamphlets) con-

tains almost all the extant Greek and Latin authors up to the period
of the decline of letters, many of them in rare and valuable editions,

numerous translations of them into German, and many critical and
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elucidatory works thereupon; also, valuable works of art and art liter-

ature of the German, French, and Italian schools.

On the decease of Prof. Henry S. Noyes, in 1872, his valuable collec-

tion of 1,500 miscellaneous books became the property of the university.

The university is also indebted to the Hon. Orrington Lnnt for a

special fund for the library, amounting to about $100,000. The income

from this fund is being allowed to accumulate for a library building.

The number of volumes now in the library is 30,000. The College of

Theology of the university has a special library of about 3,000 volumes.

KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY, LEXINGTON, KY.

Upon the consolidation of the Transylvania with the Kentucky Uni-

versity, about ten years ago, fbe library of the former became the

property of the latter. The library now contains 10,845 volumes,

of which 5,383 belong to the medical library, 2,201 to the law library,

and 3,201 are miscellaneous. Four societies connected with the college

have libraries, as follows: Cecropean, G05 volumes; Periclean, 719 vol.

umes; Philotheau, (theological,) 525 volumes; Union, 240 volumes;

making the whole number of books belonging to the university 12,934.

BOWDOIN COLLEGE, BRUNSWICK, ME.

The history of Bowdoin College Library begins with the opening of the

college in 1802. Never having had a fund set apart for its use, it

has depended mainly for its means of purchase on a small assessment

on the students in their term bills. In 1811 it received its most im-

portant enlargement in a bequest by Hon. James Bowdoin, of Bos-

ton, Mass., of 4,000 volumes from his private library, collected princi-

pally during his mission to Spain, under appointment from President

Jefferson, in 1805. The collection was rich (for that time) in French

and Spanish science and literature, embracing the best editions of

the classical authors and scientific works of both languages. Among
the works which illustrate the period of the French devolution maybe
mentioned the Collection complete des Tableaux Historiques, &c., 3 vol-

umes, folio,and Le Moniteur, orGazetteNatiouale, 1769-1807. It is also

extremely valuable for its literature of the period preceding and during
the American Kevolution. Madam Bowdoin manifested her interest in

the college that bore the family name by gifts of valuable works.

In 1820, a valuable accession of four or five hundred volumes was

received from. Thomas Wallcut, of Boston, through Rev. William

Allen, who had just succeeded to the presidency of the college. This

collection contains some rare and valuable works, as Eliot's Indian

Bible, 1685; Tyndale's Bible, quarto, 1551
;
the Nicholas de Lyra Testa.

mentumNovum, folio, 1487; the Breeches Bible, 1011
;
and Almon's l.v

iiiembrancer.

A few years later the library was enriched by a ^ift from Rev. Dr.

John A. Vaughan, an alumnus of the college, of 1,200 volumes, among
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which are the Encyclopedic Methodique; Histoire de 1'Academie Roy-
ale; Transactions of the Swedish Academy; of the Royal Irish Acad-i

einy; Nicholson's Journal of Natural Philosophy, 1802-1810,25 volumes,

octavo; Repertory of Arts, 16 volumes
; County Surveys of England, 22

volumes.

From the English government were received, several years since,

the publications of the Record Commission, 86 volumes, folio, and
27 octavo. The Observations of the Royal Observatories of Green-

wich, Edinburgh, and of the Cape of Good Hope are regularly sent

to the college, as also the Journal of the Society of Arts, London.
The Hon. Abbot Lawrence, while our minister at the court of St.

James, was instrumental in securing from the British and Foreign
Bible Society a donation of the versions then at their disposal of the

sacred scriptures which had been made under their auspices, 53 vol-

umes. The American Bible Society's versions of the scriptures have
been given by William H. Allen, LL.D., an alumnus, president of Girard

College, Philadelphia, 33 volumes.

The American Board of Commissioners for Foreigu Missions also has

given the versions, dictionaries, and grammars made by their mission-

aries, 41 volumes, and a set of the Missionary Herald for twenty-six

years.

The public documents from the different departments of the United

States Government, as well as of the State of Maine, are reglarly sent

to the library.

During the year 1875, the liberality of a friend bestowed upon the

college the publications of the Hakluyt Society, England, 48 volumes,

octavo, and Purchas his Pilgrimes, 5 volumes, folio, 1625-'6.

Besides the benefactors of the library already named may be men-

tioned, among others, Maj. Gen. Henry Kuox, of revolutionary fame,

who gave, at the opening of the college, Marsigli's Danubius Pannonico-

Mysicus, torn. 1-6, folio, 1726; Prof. Henry W. Longfellow, an alumnus,
besides his own works, the Pisa edition of the Italian poets, 14 volumes,

folio; Prof. Ezra Abbot, an alumnus, besides other valuable gifts, the

Acta Eruditorum, 70 volumes, quarto.

Besides the public library of the college, numbering 18,760 volumes,
are two society libraries : the Peuciuian, 7,150 volumes, and the

Athenian, 5,950 volumes. The first library of the latter society was

burned, with the building in which it was placed. There is also in Adams
Hall a valuable library of 4,000 volumes, belonging to the Medical School

of Maine. The number of volumes in all the libraries of the college, in-

cluding students'.libraries, is 34,500.

COLBY UNIVERSITY, WATERVILLE, ME.

It is not known precisely when or in what manner the library of

Colby University was founded. The earliest record concerning it is a;

vote of thanks in 1819, six years after its organization, (it was then a

theological seminary,) to those who had presented books.
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In the same year it was agreed that the students should be taxed $1
a year for the use of the library. In 1826 it was voted to expend
$600 for the purchase of books; in 1831 $1,000 were voted for the

same purpose, and in 1833 a grant of $500 was made to the library.

In 1835-'36 Rev. John O. Choules, expended $700 in England in behalf

of the library, and also solicited donations from prominent Baptists
there. By his efforts about 1,800 volumes were secured.

In 1848 the trustees voted to raise $10,000 by subscription for the

library and philosophical apparatus. Of this fund $2,000 now remain,
the income from which is devoted solely to the increase of the library.

Xo further addition of any considerable amount was made until 1870,

when Gardner Colby, of Boston, supplemented his gift of $50,000
to the general funds of the college by an agreement to pay $500 a year
for ten years for the purchase of books for the library.

In 1851 the library contained 4,960 volumes, and in 1854, 5,534 vol-

umes. It now contains 11,100 volumes and 5,200 pamphlets. Two stu-

dents' libraries contain about 1,500 volumes each.

The first catalogue was printed in 1835, and a second in 1845. The

system of card catalogues has also been adopted.
The library occupies the eastern wing of Memorial Hall. The plan ot

the library room has been much admired. Double alcoves, arranged in

the form of a Koman cross, afford shelf room for 30,000 volumes.

AMHERST COLLEGE, AMHEEST, MASS.

Origin. The library of Amherst College had its origin in the gift,

chiefly by ministers, of a few theological and miscellaneous works, which

only occupied a single case on the opening of the college in 1821.

Though some other books were added, from time to time, no special

effort was made to secure standard works iu literature and science till

1829. Then, encouraged by a donation of $500 by John Tappan, of

Boston, a general subscription was started among the friends of tin 1

college, which secured the sum of $4,000. With this sum about 2,000

volumes were purchased in Europe by Professor Hovey, and these were

added to the library, which then occupied a room in the chapel building,

in 1832.

Growth and building. Additions were gradually made, through the lib-

erality of Hon. David Sears and John Tappan, of Boston, till in 1850 the

number reached 6,000 volumes. As a library building seemed (hen

to be imperatively demanded, a subscription was started to secure

funds for the purpose and for the purchase of additional books to

meet the necessities of the college. With the leading donations of

$3,000 by Hon. Samuel Williston, of East Hampton ; $1,500 by George

Merriam, of Springfield, and $1,000 by Dr. George C. Shepard,of Bos-

ton, through the personal efforts of Profs. W. S. Tyler and George I'.,

-lewett and the cooperation of many of the alumni, the sum of .*20,ooo

was secured. One-half of this sum was expended upon the building.
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which was constructed of stone and finished in 1853. The remainingQ
half was devoted to the purchase of books, and the number of volumes
was increased to 12,000, in 1855.

Catalogues. In this year an alphabetical catalogue of authors was

published, in which the fixed location recently assigned to each book

was designated by the number of the shelf and the number of the book

on the shelf.

In 18(54 an author card catalogue of books added to the library

since 1855 was begun, and has been continued to the present time.

This catalogue, embracing 14,300 volumes, was printed in 1871. No

catalogue of subjects has been printed, but the books have been ar-

ranged in numerical order under the general subject, as history, philos-

ophy, science, theology. In 1874 a general catalogue of the whole

library, both of authors and subjects, was begun on a plan entirely

new. It is a partial application of the card catalogue system to the

placing of books, combined with a general classification of subjects,

not on any philosophical system but with the special aim of useful-

ness. The absolute location is relinquished, and the books are placed

relatively, according to the subject. The subjects are arranged in classes,

each class in divisions, each division in sections, and all are numbered
and indexed. These numbers (from to 999) are substituted for the

shelf numbers, and thus books on the same subject will always be found

together, however much the library may increase. Thus the number
511 upon a book indicates that it belongs to the fifth class, i. e., natural

science; first division, i. e., pure mathematics; first section, i. e., arith-

metic; and all arithmetical works are marked with the same number
and stand side by side on the shelf. Another number, placed under-

neath the class number, indicates the relative position of the book in

the section and also its size. Four catalogues besides that of accessions

are kept in manuscript, viz, a public book catalogue of authors, a pub-
lic card catalogue of subjects, an official card catalogue of authors, and

an official book catalogue of subjects, each serving as a check upon the

others. The latter takes the place of the " shelf catalogue."

Management and use. Except during the years 1852-1863, the library

has always been under the personal charge of a member of the faculty

responsible to a library committee appointed by the trustees of the col-

lege. Up to 1852 comparatively little time or attention was devoted to

its care. It was opened only once a week for drawing books, and no

facilities were furnished for reference or reading in the room. From
1854 to 1871, the library was opened three hours each week, and a read-

ing room, supplied with the leading monthly and quarterly periodicals,

was opened five hours each day. Since 1871, the library has also been

open five hours daily. The reading room has been supplied with many
additional periodicals, and a manuscript index to them has been made
as a continuation of Poole's Index to Periodical Literature. During the

past ten years the librarian has been aided by several students of the
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college, who have been employed as assistants. In 1874, Melvil

Dewey, of the graduating class, was appointed assistant librarian.

His time is wholly devoted to the library, and he has especial charge of

the preparation of the new catalogue.
The use of the library is restricted almost exclusively to those who

are connected with the college, yet the number of volumes drawn during
the past year amounted to 15,395.

Librarians. During the first six years, the office of librarian was held

by Joseph Estabrook, Professor of Latin and Greek, tutor Zenas Clapp,
and Rev. Samuel Worcester, professor of rhetoric and oratory and

English literature. Ebenezer S. Snell, professor of mathematics and
natural philosophy, then filled the place a quarter of a century, 1827-

1852, with the additional salary of $40 a year. His successor was Hon.
Lucius M. Boltwood, who arranged the books in the n ew building, and

prepared the first printed catalogue. Cpon his resignation, February,

1863, the library was placed in charge of Rev. Julius H. Seelye, profes-

sor of mental and moral philosophy. The present incumbent, \V. L.

Montague, professor of French, Italian, and Spanish, was appointed in

18G3. Edward L. Root, of the class of 1871, held the position of assist-

ant librarian one year after graduation.
Resources and income. During the first twenty-five years the library

was dependent on subscriptions, or grants from the general treasury
of the college; but it now has permanent funds yielding an income

which is annually increasing. The principal source of this income

is the Sears fund, the donation of Hon. David Sears, of Boston, who

gave to the college in 1844-'47 $5,000 in cash, and real estate valued

by him at $17,000. The income of a portion of this fund is secured to

the library until the year 1928. The income of the rest (except such

part as is carried to the increase of the principal as mentioned below)
has been appropriated to the purchase of books for the past twenty years,

yielding to the library the total amount of $16,311.52. By the conditions

of the donation, a part of the income is to be annually added to the

principal, making it a permanently accumulating fund to whose increase

there is no limit. The amount of this part of the fund in 1874 was

$27,758.20.

Another permanent fund is the gift of Asahel Adams, of North

Brookfield, which yields about $240 annually. The income for the past

year from both sources was :

Scars fund $1,311 46

Adams fund.. 242 05

Total 1,553 51

In addition to the gifts previously mentioned, the most important are

those of Hon. Jonathan Phillips and Hon. David Sears, of Boston,

and Hon. George H. Gilbert, of Ware, each of $5,000. The first was a

bequest in 1861. After n few years the income waa annually used
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for the purchase of books, and recently the principal, amounting t

810,365.66, was also expended! The second was a gift in 1864 for a

new library building, and, with accumulated interest, it amounted to

80,934.57 in August, 1874. By the conditions of Mr. Gilbert's dona-

tion in 1864, the interest is to be annually added to the principal, until

a new library building is erected, or the present building is. enlarged,

and then the whole amount may be expended only in books. In 187

the amount was 88,563.46.

The alumni of the college have also contributed at different time

about $9,000 to this object. Valuable theological and medical works

were received in 1858-'63, from Rev. O. A. Taylor, of Manchester, N.H.,

and Luther V. Bell, M.D., of Somerville, who bequeathed their private

libraries to the college. Thus the total amount of gifts to the library

previous to 1875 exceeds $80,000.

Summary of gifts to Amlierst College Library.

John Tappan, of Boston, various dates 3,000

By general subscription, 1829-'32 4,000

Hou. Samuel Williston, of East Hampton, 1851 3,000

George Merri am, of Springfield, 1851 1,500 00

Eev. George C. Shepard, of Boston, 1858 1,000 00

By general subscription, 1851-'54 11,500 OC

Alumni subscriptions, 1851-'61 8,925 4-

Hon. Jonathan Phillips, of Boston, 1861 5,000 Of

Accumulated interest of the same, ^874 5, 365 6t

Hon. George H. Gilbert, of Ware, 1864 5,000 OC

Accumulated interest of the same to 1874 3,563 4t

Hon. David Sears, of Boston, 1864 5,000 OC

Accumulated interest of the same to 1874 4,994 f>7

Income of Sears fund to 1874 16, 311 5'

Income of Adams fund to 1874 1,230 2<J

Library of Rev. O. A. Taylor, of Manchester, N.H., 1858 450 OC

Library of Luther V. Bell, M.D., of Somerville, 1863 300 00

Total 80,140 94

The average number of volumes annually added to the library during
the past fifteen years was 940; anil the number belonging to the library

June 12, 1875 was 30,406.

In 1807, on petition of the college societies, Alexandria and Athena?,

permission was given to merge their libraries in the college library, as

a gift from the societies, on certain specified conditions
;
but the books

cannot be transferred from the halls of the societies until a new library

building shall have been built. The number of books belonging to these

societies in 1871 was 8,127. These, added to the college library, make
the whole number of books belouging to the college 38,533.

HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY DURING THE PRESENT CENTURY.

The library of Harvard College, while nominally dating back to the

foundation of the institution, is really only a little more than a hundred
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years old, since of the collection of books which had been slowly accu-

mulating, only a handful remained after the tire in 1764. The story of

the re-establishment of the library, of its character and general progress

till toward the end of the last century, has been told elsewhere. 1 It

remains to give some account of its growth since that time, and of its

present contents and resources.

The absence of careful records during the early growth of the library

forbids any exact statement of the rate of increase, nor is it possible

now to give the yearly additions with precision, since the purchase or

reception by gift of miscellaneous collections will frequently be enumer-

ated partly in one academic year, partly in the next. It is only within

the past quarter of a century, in fact, that there has been any method-

ical system of summaries, and for the period previous to that we are

left to occasional statements. Unlike the great libraries of recent date,

which have been equipped from the outset with all the appliances of

modern library systems, it has growu under unfavorable conditions,

meagerly supplied with funds and necessary apparatus and quarters,

so that what has been achieved in the way of inventory and record has

been at the cost of great labor and zeal on the part of the small corps
of librarians engaged in the care of the collection.

In 1700 the nuuiber'of volumes was estimated at 12,000.
2 In 1840,

when the library was moved to Gore Hall, there were nearly 40,000,

exclusive of pamphlets and other unbound books. In 1856, when the

present librarian, Mr. Sibley, succeeded Mr. Harris, having himself been

assistant librarian for tifteen years previous, there were 70,000 books

amd 30,000 pamphlets. In 1801), there were 114,000 books and 95,000

pamphlets. The latest summary ,
that of July, 1875, gives 154,000

books, with as many pamphlets, while the united libraries of the uni-

versity, including society libraries, number 227,650 books.

From this it will be noticed what a great increment the, library has

recejved in the last two decades, having more than doubled itself in that

time, increasingatan average rate of 63 per cent, in each decade since 1856,

and at an average rate of only 7 per cent, in each of the eight previous
decades. The increase in the number of pamphlets has been even more

marked. The proportion of pamphlets to books, in 1856, was as three

to seven
;
in 1866 it was nearly as six to seven, and at the present time

the two are equal. Or, to state the ratio of the increase of pamphlets in

the decade from 1856 to 1866, there was an increase of 216 per cent.,

while in the nine years following the same rate of increase has been

maintained. When it is considered how large a part of the material

for history is in this fugitive form, and how vigilant the librarian must

be who secures it, it is evident that the wealth of the library as the depi-

itory of precious material for students has been greatly enhanced.

The increase of the library now is from 6,000 to 8,000 volumes annually.

In 1840 it was 251 volumes, and Gore Hall, which was then built with

1 See pages 21-2G.

* Quincy's History of Harvard University, ii, 399.
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the expectation that it would answer for the accommodation of all books
that might accumulate in the course of a century, has already become
insufficient for the holding, to say nothing of the proper care and use, o

the library.

.
This increase has been partly through purchase, partly in the way o

direct gifts. President Kirk land, in a statement of the income of

Harvard University and of the nyinner in which it is applied, dated

February 26, 1824, sets down the funds devoted to the library, namely,
the Hoi. is and the Shapleigh funds, as yielding but $300 a year. The
Shapleigh fund was a bequest, in 1800, from the librarian of the college,
of his whole estate, something less than $4,000 in value, the income
from which was to be "

sacredly appropriated to the purchase of sue

modern publications as the corporation, professors, and tutors shal

judge most proper to improve the students in polite literature; the

books to be deposited in the library of the university, and to consist of

poetry or prose, but neither in Greek nor Latin." There was no further

special fund until 1843, when Horace Appletou Haven, of the class

graduating that year, died, and left $3,000, a fund for matVematical

and astronomical works. In 1844 the same amount was given by Hon.
William Prescott for the purchase of scarce old books on American history.

Subsequent funds werethe Boyden, the Ward, the Salisbury, appropriated
to the purchase of books required in the Greek and Latin department ;

the Bowditch, and last, and most important of all, the Sumner and

Walker funds, which are only now coming into service, being the

bequests of Hon. Charles Sumner, and of Rev. Dr. James Walker, a for-

mer president of the college. Before these last two bequests, the entire

fund appropriated to the library scarcely exceeded $20,000, yielding an

annual sum entirely inadequate to supply even the most important
issues of the year, and hopelessly small when the needs of the library

in its several departments were considered. In 1857 a special inquiry

'was made into the condition and needs of the library, and testimony
was sought from the various members of the faculty, who would know
both the resources of the library a ud the needs of their several depart-

ments. Professor Bowen reported : "Two or three years ago the cor-

poration allowed me to expend a little over $100 on recent books in

political economy, and this is the only considerable purchase which has

been made since I have been connected with the department." Prof.

J. E. Lowell summed up his needs by saying: "To enumerate all

that are wanting, would be to copy the booksellers' lists of the last

twenty years." Professor Lane declared :
" The Latin department is

sixteen years behindhand." Mr. Ezra Abbott, the assistant librarian,

wrote a long letter, containing the catalogue titles of more than two

hundred and fifty works, in 700 volumes, as but a portion of the more

important deficiency of the library in the bibliographical department
alone. 1

1

Report of Committee of Association of the Alumni to take into consideration tho

state of the Library. Boston, 1857.
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The report containing these and other statements made a great im-

pression upon the friends of the college, and among the noticeable re-

sults was the gift of 8~>,0()(> annually for five years, from the Hon. Wi I-

iam Gray. But individual donations have been, from the beginning,
the great resource of the library. We have seen how the friends of the

college at home and abroad hastened to repair the losses of the library
caused by the fire of 1704. After the Revolution, and while the library
was housed in Harvard Hall, graduates of the college, authors who had
used the library, publishing societies, foreign governments, and friends

of learning generally, continued to make it the depository of books,

pamphlets, maps, and charts. Dr. Harris, the librarian who pre-

ceded Mr. Sibley, drew up an "alphabetical list of the names of donors

of books, prints, portraits, busts, coins, and medals from January, 1780,

to July, 1840, inclusive," which is printed in the appendix to Quiney's

History of Harvard University.
1 The dates of the separate gifts are

not entered, but the number of donors is nearly one thousand, and of

these many gave not once or twice, but again and again. Besides the

familiar names of professors and men of culture living in Boston and

vicinity, one finds the names of President John Adams, who gave, among
other works, Arts et Metiers, in 18 folio volumes

;
of President John

Quincy Adams, who gave 1GG volumes, chiefly in the French language,
in 17!>7, and 13 volumes of Russian works in 1811

;
of Joshua Bates, of

London, the great founder of the Boston Public Library, who gave A'al-

py's edition of the Latin Classics, in 100 volumes, elegantly bound
;.
of

the British government, that gave a set of the public records; of Cam-

bridge University in England; and of Goothe, who gave 3') volumes.

Included in the list is also a number of Copley's paintings, given in

some cases by the descendants of those for whom they were executed,

as well as medals, coins, charts, maps, and a few manuscripts. This

accumulation of books and pamphlets from so large a variety of sources

indicates the special character of the collection, since in many cases the

gifts were of ephemeral or unique works, which could scarcely be se-

cured in any other way.
But special mention can only be made of the prominent accessions

which have come to the library through these volunteer supplies. In

ISls Mr. Israel Thorndike, a Boston merchant, presented to the college

the library, maps, and charts of Prof. C. I). Kbeling, of Hamburgh, who

had recently died. This collection embraced more than .'5.000 volumes

relating to America, and 10,000 maps and charts, by far the most com-

plete. American collection then existing. The person who prompted
Mr. Thorndiko to this generous act was the eminent librarian Joseph
Green Cogswell, who at that time was in Europe, a tutor to Mr. Thorn-

dike's son, and in one of Dr. Cogswell's letters, written the Near pre-

vious, he speaks of his visit with Augustus Thorndike to Khelinir and

1 Vol. ii, pp. 5G9-585.

6 E
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his American library.
1 It may easily be that Dr. Cogswell had his

mind then on such matters, for after his return from Europe he held for

a while the position of librarian at Harvard. Four years later, Samuel
A. Eliot, another Boston merchant, who was afterwards treasurer of the

college, made a similar gift of a collection of books on American history

and geography, made by Mr. Warden, who had been American consul

in Paris, consisting of nearly 1,200 volumes, besides maps, charts,

and prints. More than $5,000 were paid by Mr. Eliot for this library.

Thomas Palmer, a son of Harvard, who chose London for a residence,

and whose name is honorably distinguished among the early benefactors

of the library,
2
bequeathed a valuable collection of 1,200 well chosen

volumes, in 1820.

A special library of great value was that collected and given by Henry
Ware Wales, who turned his attention to Sanskrit literature and en-

dowed also a chair for instruction in Sanskrit. His valuable gift has been

constantly and regularly supplemented in the same direction, since his

death, by George Washington Wales, his brother. Clarke Gayton

Pickman, also of the class of 1811, who died in I860, bequeathed his

choice collection of books in general literature, and James Brown, of the

house of Little, Brown & Co., gave the sum of $5,000 to be expended
in books of science and natural history. John Farrar was a professor

in the college of natural philosophy and astronomy as the chair was then

entitled, and when he died, in 1853, leaving his property to his wife, he

expressed a wish, which she carried out subsequently by will in bequeath-

ing the sum of $5,000 as a fund for the purchase of books in the depart-

ment over which he presided. Dr. George Hay ward, also of Boston, left

alike sum, and one of the largest single gifts was that of Charles Minot,

of the class, of 1828, who left the sum of $60,000 in 7 per cent, bonds,

reserving a life interest for the benefit of an adopted son who has since

died. These are some of the special gifts which have come to the

library, some being under restrictions as to the uses to which the money
should be put, others being devoted to general increase of the library.

In the case of Mr. Miuot's gift, the only condition was that the income

should be expended on the purchase of books and binding of the same.

The great increase in the library, however, as we have shown, took

place after the removal to Gore Hall in 1841, and especially during the

last twenty years, under Mr. Sibley's indefatigable exertions. The com-

pletion of the new building, in which the college then took great pride,

and the removal of the library to it, stimulated the friends of the college

to an immediate effort, and a subscription of more than $20,000 was
raised by merchants and scholars of Boston and vicinity for the purpose
of meeting the almost disreputable arrearagesin modern books into which

the library had fallen, and in 1852 Professor Child raised a subscription
of $1,100 to supply the deficiencies in the department of English poetry.

Dr. Harris found about 33,000 volumes in the library when he took

1 Life of Joseph Green Cogswell, as sketched iu bits lettere. Cambridge, 1874, p. 61.

2 See ante, p. 24.
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charge of it in 1831, and during his administration about 36,000 were
added. Now began also that systematic and untiring effort on the part
of Mr. Sibley to draw to the library gifts from all sources. His annual
reports record, with a repetition which would be monotonous were it

not so suggestive, the names of donors fro n a:uong publishers ami men
and women of culture who have given with open hand year after year.

Perhaps as significant an instance as any of the way in which the

library invites gifts by Its own generosity is afforded by the example of
the relation subsisting between it and Hon. Charles Sumner. Mr. Suru-

ner was graduated in 1830, and not long after began the gift of pamphlets
and books which continued throughout his life. In 1864, Mr. Sibley
reports him as having given about 20 volumes, 25 maps, and 1,061 pam-
phlets during the year, and in 186S he notes that Mr. Sumner has, with-

in five years, given more than 7,000 pamphlets and 1,000 volumes.

During his lifetime he gave more than 250 maps, 1,300 volumes, and
from 15,000 to 20,000 pamphlets. The bequest of his library further

enriched the collection by nearly 4,000 volumes. When it is remem-
bered that Mr. Sumner, from his exceptional position, was in receipt of

a vast number of publications bearing immediately upon current events,
but in a form rendering them very ephemeral, it may easily be inferred

how valuable the whole collection would be. The reason for bestowiri"1

o
these on the Harvard Library was stated by Mr. Surnuer to be that, by
the classification and indexing to which they were at once submitted,
he could lay his hands on any one he wanted more easily there than in

his own house, and his will contains a grateful acknowledgment of the

service which the library had afforded him. Dr. James Walker, a for-

mer president of the college, left his library of 2,400 volumes and 300

pamphlets in addition to the bequest of money already mentioned.

There lias al.so been a class of gifts peculiarly valuable to the college,

and very suggestive, like the Sumner gift, of the personal relations sus-

tained by the givers to the college. In 18#6 Hon. Charles Francis Adams

presented a collection in 48 volumes, made by himself, of works large

and small, printed in Great Britain in relation to the rebellion. Dr. J.

E. Worcester, the lexicographer, gave all the dictionaries and glossaries

of the English language used by himself in preparing his own work, not

already possessed by the library. President Sparks left, in 1G8 volumes,

the manuscripts, original and copies, used by him in preparing his pub-

lished works, and earlier, W. H. Prescott had given the entire collection

of manuscripts and printed books which had served him in the writing of

Ferdinand and Isabella, The manuscripts were contained in five thick

volumes, and the books, 282 in number, were many of them costly folios.

Dr. I. (I. Palfrey also gave a collection of 323 volumes and 5,147 pam-

phlets, made by himself during half a century, while employed upon his

historical studies.

Many of the manuscripts contained in the library, like those of Pro-

fessor Ebeling and Arthur Lee, contain valuable materials for history,
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while of early manuscripts the library possesses a few dating back to the

twelfth and thirteenth centuries, and one, a fragment of an Evangelist-

ary, containing twelve pages, written in uncial letters, and referred there-

fore to the ninth century.

There have been sixty librarians since the founding of the college, of

whom ten are named in the present century. Of these the present libra-

rian has been longest connected with the library, having become assist,

ant in 1841
;
but his immediate predecessor, Dr. Thaddeus William Har

ris, known best by his pioneer work in economic entomology, held the

office of principal librarian for the longest term of years, having served

from 1831 till his death in 185G. Before him notable names were those

of Professor Andrews Norton, Joseph Green Cogswell, arid Charles Fol.

som. Mention should also be made of the recent assistant librarian, Dr.

Ezra Abbot, since it was under his superintendence that the present

system of cataloguing, elsewhere described,
1 was planned and carried

out.

As has before been stated the library, upon its new establishment in

1704, was deposited in Harvard Hall
;
removed thence during the war,

for safe keeping, in country towns, and restored when the war was over

and college life could be resumed uninterruptedly. Here it remained

until, in 1837, the collection of books had outgrown the quarters as-

signed, and it became absolutely necessary to provide a new place, both

for the books already owned and for the future growth of the library.

The college had come into possession of a noble bequest from Christo-

pher Gore, formerly governor of Massachusetts, and resolved to use

the money for the erection of a library building, which was com-

pleted in 1841. Elere the library of the college is now kept. The build-

ing, modeled upon the plan of King's College Chapel, Cambridge,

England, presents a dignified interior, and makes to the eye a pleasing

and appropriate home for the valuable collections. But the growth of

the library has already rendered it too small, and the experience
of nearly forty years has disclosed the disadvantages it presents as

a library building. It is overcrowded, and books coming in are con-

stantly dera uging the existing dispositions. It has become necessary
to deposit books in other buildings, and to pile them on the floor in

double tiers, and in general to lessen the value of the collection by mak-

ing it less accessible. Moreover, the plan of the building is ill adapted
to the purposesof a library. There are no private roomsforthe librarian,

assistants, or special students. It is a great whispering gallery in which

every footfall and spoken word can be heard. There is a dampness

arising from the condensation of moisture on the inside of the single

granite wall, and great complaint has been made of the draughts of

air, and general insalubrity of the interior. The steady pressure of

new books, added to all the patent inconveniences of the building, has

made it a necessity to devise some relief, and it is announced that the

1 See Part II of this report, Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue.
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corporation has now decided to begin soon an extension to Gore
Hall. The plan intends the carrying out of the east transept of
the present building about 80 feet, and making that the main portion
of the library proper, with an adjunct, containing rooms for the bibli-

ographical collection, for the librarian and his assistants, as well as a

large room for the catalogue department and the delivery of books.
This being done, the present delivery room will be divided into study
rooms for special investigation, while the cases will be removed from the

floor of the present main hall, and the space gained be used for a reading
and consulting room

;
the lower alcoves, relieved of the temporary sub-

division by cases, being devoted to books of reference. When these

changes and additions are made, the library will be more completely
adapted to the needs of the university, and by its greater accommoda-

tion, offer new inducements to private collectors to place there for per-

petuity the books which they have gathered.
The college library proper is in Gore Hall, but other departments of

the university have their own special collections, not deposited in Gore

Hall, and there are also libraries connected with college societies. Of
these separate libraries, brief mention may now be made.

Library of the Dane Law School.

The Law Library, as a separate collection of books, dates from the

foundation of the school, though, previous to that time, special attention

had been given to this department of learning in the general library of

the university. Mr. Surnner, who was at one time librarian of the Dane

Library, calls Mr. Hollis, the distinguished beuefactor.of the college who
has already been named, the father of the law library, because of the

interest which that public spirited man took in forwarding books of special

value to the law student and which afterwards found their way into this

special library.
" The library," he says,

" is indebted to him for many
choice works of civil law, such as the Corpus Juris Civilis, the Codex

Theodosianus, Brissouius, Voet, Zoesius, Domat, and Meerman's The-

saurus. When we consider the jealousy with which the civil law has

ever been regarded in England, and the indifferent acquaintance with

its merits possessed by the highest lawyers there, we cannot but recog-

nize, in the presentation of the above books, an additional proof of the

enlarged liberality and intelligence of the donor." 1

Shortly after the formal establishment of the school in 1817, Hon.

Christopher Gore gave the greater part of his valuable law library lor

the use of the law students. "Many of these present (we quote again

from Mr. Simmer's preface to the Catalogue of 1834) the mpst interest

ing associations, not only from having belonged to Mr. Gore, and from

containing his autograph signature, but also from havingpassed through

the hands of Robert Auchmuty, Jeremy Gridley, .lames ( Mis, and Samuel

'A Catalogue of the Law Library of Harvard University iu Caiubi i.l-. , Mass. Cam-

bridge, lfc'34, p. v.
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Sewall. In some of these books may be found all tbese distinguished
names. The Law Library is also indebted to Governor Gore for two

manuscript volumes containing opinions involving some interesting dis-

cussions of prize law, filed by the commissioners, of whom he was one,

acting under the seventh article of the treaty of 1794 between the

United States and Great Britain, commonly called Jay's treaty, for the

settlement of the claims of American citizens on account of captures by
British cruisers." 1

When Judge Story was made Dane Professor of Law in 1829, and
the school was re organized, the corporation bought his extensive

library and added it to the growing collection, and not long after, in

1833, came a bequest from Hon. Samuel Livermore, of New Orleans, of

his entire library of works on the Roman, Spanish, and French law, a

collection of more than 300 rare and costly volumes, appraised at the

time at a valuation of $6,000. The money for the purchase of books

came partly from matriculation fees, partly from grants ;
and for

while the custom prevailed of keeping, besides the regular library,

a collection of text books for the use of students, called the circulating

library. In 1863 the whole number of volumes in the library was

13,038, of which 3,123 belonged to the circulating library, and 406 were

superseded text books. The increase of the library at that time was
125 volumes in the previous year, and the number added each year did

not vary far from this; but in 1870 the circulating library was aban-

doned, and special attention given to the increase of the regular
Law Library, so that there ha^e been some 4,000 volumes added during
the past five years, and the sum last year at the disposal of the library

was $3,5UO, the number of books added being not far from 1,000. The
increase of the library has thus kept pace with the increased vigor of

the school, which is now more than self-supporting. The number of

volumes in the library is now reckoned to be about 15,000, and the ap-

parent discrepancy in the above figures is due to the fact of the aboli-

tion of the circulating library, which swelled the total of books on the

shelves without adding to the actual number of books in the Law Library

proper. The library is kept in the building devoted to the school, and

is free for consultation to all persons. The students of the school do

much of their reading in the library.

Divinity School Library.

The library at the Divinity School dates from the foundation of the

school in 1825, when the directors granted the sum of $2,000 for

the purchase of suitable books; but the number of books in the library

in 1840 was only about 700, principally in modern theology, with some

of the Fathers in the original. In 1856 the number had increased to

between 4,500 and 4,600, when the most important accession was made
of the library of Professor Liicke, of Gottingen, presented by Col.

1
ibid., p. vii.
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Benjamin Loring, of Boston, at the suggestion of Prof. Edward Young,
at that time a student in Germany. This added some 4,000 volumes to

the library. In 18G2 the number of volumes iu the library was 13,512,

of which 9,394 were bound and 4,147 unbound. During the next year
151 volumes were added, making the whole number 13,093 ;

ami these

additions represent the usual yearly addition at that time, nearly all

being purchased by money annually granted for the purpose by the

corporation. Dr. Convers Francis, a professor in the school, died in

1803, and in his will directed that such volumes among his book> ,i-

might be suitable for the school should be selected for it, and about

2,001) were thus added. The only other large gift is one of about 800

volumes, by bequest of the late James Walker, formerly president of the

university. The present yearly grant is about $300, but that sum was

temporarily reduced after the Boston tire to $200, which was the amount

annually expended for a time before I860. During the past year
the additions to the library were 313 volumes, of which 113 were by

purchase and 200 by gift. The present number of volumes is about

17,000, deposited in the library rooms in Divinity Hall; the libraries

given by Colonel Loring and Dr. Francis being kept separately iu rooms

named, respectively, the Loring Library and the Francis Library. A
strong desire has been expressed to secure a separate building, better

adapted to the needs of the library than the present apartments. It is

strictly a theological library, the collection of books at the uuiversity

library making it unnecessary to include works iu general literature.

Library of the Medical College.

The Medical College of Harvard University is established in Boston,
and the building devoted to its uses contains in one of its rooms the

library. No regular fund is provided for the support and increase ot

the collection, and the lack of suitable accommodations has prevented
the, library from holding a prominent place in the college. It has been

largely built up by gifts from the professors, and at one time the money

resulting from matriculation fees was expended upon it, but for some

years there has been no increase. The collection now numbers about

450 paper-bound books and pamphlets, and 3,100 bound books.

Library of the Museum of Comparative Zoology.

The Library of the Museum of Comparative Zoology dates from very

near the foundation of the institution in 1858, when the p;il;e:>ntoh>gi-

cal collection of Professor Koninck, of Belgium, was bought. Tin-

valuable library accompanying the collection was a part of the pur-

chase, and at the time was one of the most complete of its kind. At

terwards, as the museum began to publish its bulletin and catalogue-,

these publications brought by exchange from about one hundred and

ten societies similar serial works, and the library has grown steadily l>.\

these accessions. In 1873 the entire collection of books amounted to
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about 7,000 volumes, when it was enriched by the gift of about 3,500

volumes from the library of Professor Agassiz, the head of the museum,
who had just died, and desired the gift to be made, and shortly after

by the deposit nominally, but to all intents and purposes the gift, ot

2,500 volumes by Professor Agassiz's sou and successor, Mr. Alexander

Agassiz. There is no fund for the increase of the library, but such

books as are imperatively required are bought from the general funds.

The additions amount to between 300 and 400 volumes a year, besides

nearly twice as many pamphlets. The range of the library is the whole

department of natural history, exclusive of botany, since that depart-

ment is specially provided for by the library connected with the Botanic

Garden, and, as far as possible, it is the aim to avoid duplicating books

purchased by the general library of the university.'

Libraries at the Scientific School.

The Lawrence Scientific School at first contained the beginning of

what is now the Museum of Comparative Zoology, but when the large

endowment of the latter institution was made in 1858 the two were sub-

stantially separated. The libraries of the Scientific School now consist

of a small chemical library of about 500 volumes in Boylston Hall and

a good working library for the engineering department placed in Law-

rence Scientific School building. This latter contains about 2,000 vol-

umes, including, among other works, a complete series of Annales des

Pouts et Chaussees. An annual appropriation of $250 supplies it with

current publications in its department, but there is no regular fund for

the maintenance of the library.

Library at the Botanical Garden.

The Library at the Botanical Garden is in strictness a component
part of the herbarium, which was presented to the university by Prof.

Asa Gray when the building, given by Nathaniel Thayer, was built

in 1864 to receive these collections. The library was the private

library of Professor Gray and had been accumulating for many years. .

Since that time it has grown, by the reception of gifts, including a val-

uable one from John A. Lowell, and by purchase, there being a

fund devoted to the common needs of the herbarium and library. The
number of books at present is about 2,500, together with a large col-

lection of unbound works, which, it is estimated, will make, when bound,

1,500 more. The library contains full sets of many valuable periodicals
and costly works; like the Flora Danica, Flora Brasiliensis, Sibthorp's
Florae Gnecse, and Bateman's Orchidaceas of Mexico and Guatemala.
It is not arranged in one large room, but distributed among the several

study rooms in the building, so as to render it easily accessible to in-

structors and special students.
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Phillips Library at the Observatory.

The library of the Observatory was begun by the late Professor Bond,
but was scarcely a formal one until the department was moved to the

present building, in 1847. The bequest of $100,000 by Edward Brora-

field Phillips came into possession of the college in 1849. The income

from this fund was to .be devoted to payment of salaries and purchase of

books and instruments. No portion is regularly set apart for the increase

of the library, but books are bought from time to time as they are needed

and as funds permit. The library receives the publications of observa-

tories in this country and Europe, as well as the publications 'of many
learned societies. It numbers at present about 3,000 volumes.

Library of the Bussey Institution.

The Bussey Institution of Harvard University being a school of agri-

culture and horticulture, established in Jamaica Plain, near Boston, by
the bequest of Benjamin Bussey, its library is a special one, devoted to

the purpose of the school. There is no fund for the purpose of increas-

ing the collection, but the bulletin published by the institution brings
in by exchange many similar publications, and there have been many
donations by former students and by persons interested in agriculture.

It is intended to make it a special collection of books relating to agri-

culture and horticulture, and it is already especially rich in German
and French chemical and agricultural works. The whole number of

books and pamphlets at present is about 1,500, and the yearly increase

from all sources is about 200 volumes.

Society libraries.

In addition to the public libraries of the university, there are certain

libraries of a more private character belonging to various societies

maintained by the students. These libraries are controlled by the

societies, and grow by accession through gifts and purchase; but no

funds, so far as we know, exist for the support or increase of the libraries.

The oldest of these libraries, probably, is that of the Institute of 1770,
now numbering about 3,500 volumes. The library of the Porcellian

Club was started in 1803, the first books presented being Young's Trav-

els, Cowper's Task, Blair's Lectures, Young's Night Thoughts, and Pin-

dar's works. The growth of this library has been in the direction of

choice literature, and special attention has been given to the selection

of the best editions and to the dress of the books, which now form a

\\ell selected and beautiful collection of 7,000 volumes. The library of

tlic Hasty Pudding Club, begun in 1807, and formed mainly from gifts

of the members, now numbers about 4,000 volumes. The Christian

P>rethren and the St. Paul's Society have libraries of religious books,

numbering 100 and 500, respectively, and the Natural History Society
has about 500 volumes.
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MOUNT HOLYOKE SEMINARY, SOUTH HADLEY, MASS.

The seminary has no permanent library fund, and its library is tbe

gradual accumulation of donations. Among the donors especially com-
memorated are the late Dr. Kirk and Deacon Safford, of Boston.

In 1867, Mrs. H. F. Durant, the wife of one of the trustees, proposed
to give $10,000 for the purchase of books, provided that a suitable tire-

proof building should be built within three years. A grant from the

State about that time having put it in the power of the trustees to build.

the new edifice was ready for occupation November 1, 1870.

The present number of books is about 9,500, not including the valu-

able library bequeathed to the seminary by the late Dr. Kirk. Great

care has been bestowed upon the selection of the books by Mr. Durant,
assisted by eminent librarians, and few collections of the same size are

more valuable. Especial reference has been had in the selection to the

courses of study pursued in the seminary, and teachers and pupils have

free access to the library at any hour of the day.
The system of cataloguing is similar to that of the Boston Public

Library, having, besides the accession catalogue, a card catalogue, alpha-

betically arranged according to names of authors. A classified index

is in progress.

The library building was designed by the late Hammett Billings, of

Boston, and cost about $18,000. The interior is finished in chestnut;
the bookcases and other furniture are of black walnut. The alcoves

are arranged so as to form cozy nooks for the readers. The shelves will

accommodate only about 12,000 or 14,000 volumes, but the introduction

of galleries would greatly increase the capacity of the building.

TUFTS COLLEGE, COLLEGE HILL, MASS.

The library was begun at the time the college was opened, Septem-

ber, 1854, by the president, Hosea Ballon, D.I)., who made an appeal
in its behalf to the Universalist denomination and to publishers, with

such success that at the end of a year the number of volumes was about

1,500, all of which were given.
There is as yet only one permanent library fund, (of $1,200,) estab-

lished in 1874 by J. D. W. Joy, the income of which is to be devoted

principally to the department of philology.
The first gift recorded is that of 19 volumes from Rev. G. Collins, of

Philadelphia ;
and among the donations of the first year is that of Mrs.

Campbell, who gave 280 volumes from the library of her deceased

brother, Rev. J. S. Popkiu, formerly professor of Greek at Harvard

University.
To J. L. Sibley, librarian of Harvard University, the college is

indebted for the largest number of volumes from any one source, his

donations having been made nearly every year, and many of them being
rare and valuable works. In 1873 there were received from him 029

volumes.
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In 1805, the college purchased the library of its first president, about

1,500 volumes. In 1870, Miss M. E. Bacon gave $20J for the purchase
of books for the department of modern languages. In 1873, N. C. Muu-
son gave $500 for books for the engineering department.
The number of volumes in the library is 16,000 ;

the number of pam-
phlets upward of 5,000, not including those that are bound nor several

thousand unbound periodicals.

A system of car.l catalogues is in use. similar to that of the Harvard

University Library.

There are no society libraries connected with the college, except that

of the Universalist Historical Society.

WELLESLEY COLLEGE, WELLESLEY, MASS.

Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass., is an institution for the collegiate

education of young women, and received its first students in September,
1875. The library belonging to the colleges was open for use at Christ-

mas of the same year, and consists almost entirely of the private col-

lection given by the founders of the college, Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Durant,
a few books having been added by personal friends. The library apart-

ment is a fire-proof room, forming the ground story of one of the pro-

jections of the college building, divided into alcoves, each well lighted,

and having a gallery, which is carried along the two longer sides of the

room. The cases for the books are all protected by glass doors, and

the shelf room will accommodate about 120,000 volumes.

The college being devoted to the higher education, it .is the wish of

the founder to make this library as thorough in all its appointments as

a college library would aim to be, excluding only special professional

works, like law treatises, which would not, except in extraordinary

cases, be requisite in the education of girls. The number of books

already on the shelves is about 10,000, arranged in the alcoves according
to the simple division of subjects English poetry and dramatic works,
French classics, Italian classics, German classics, Greek and Roman

authors, ancient history, modern history, works of reference. The first

characteristic of the library which strikes the eye is the external dress

of the books, which are, to a very large extent, bound in calf and

morocco. The greatest care has been taken to select editions of books

which are the best, and then to put them into durable and tasteful

bindings.
The second point to be noticed is the freshness of the library. The

editions of the classics, ancient and modern, are the best, and the illus-

trative literature, historical and critical, is the most permanent and

recent. There is an agreeable absence of literary and critical lumber.

The library being, in the first instance, a well selected private library,

and being enlarged with special reference to the objects of the college,

there is no accumulation of rubbish, such as necessarily be'on js in a-

general library; but it is throughout a serviceable, working librai\.
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For instance, the student of Plato will find Stallbaum's edition, Victoi

Cousin's translation, Bekker's edition, and the special editions o!

Deuschle and Cron
;
she will also have Cary's and Taylor's translations

and the best critical and lexical helps. To illustrate further Greek lltera

ture, art, and history, she has access to Miiller's Dorians, the volume

already published of Corssen's Sprache der Etrusker, Winckelmann'H

Ancient Art, Overbeck's Griechische Plastik. Bockh's Athenians, Mure,
%

Bekker, Clinton's Fasti, Grote, Niebuhr, Bursian's Geography of Greece,
and other works, together with the best lexicons, Liddell & Scott, Pas-

sow, Yonge, Pape, Friidersdorff, Pauley's Real-Encyclopedia. In Ger-

man literature she ha*s Lucas, Sanders, Helpert, Hiigel, and Adler to

aid in the study of the admirable editions of the great writers
;
while

in French she has the help of Littre's great work, Bescherelle, Fleming
and Tibbius, and the dictionary of the French Academy, in the study of

Racine, Moliere, Marmontel, Rousseau, de S6vigno, Lamartine, Sainte-

Beuve, Villemain, Victor Hugo, and other leaders in French literature.

The alcoves devoted to history contain the latest and most thorough
works in ancient mediaeval and modern history j being especially rich

in English history. The library, indeed, is properly illustrative of what

was formerly termed the humanities, and when one examines the de-

partment of English literature, he is struck with the choiceness of the

selection, and the care taken to obtain early editions of celebrated

works. The student using the books can hardly fail to carry away,
besides a love of literature itself, a fondness for the refinements of

literary dress, and to have her imagination cultivated by handling
books which have a history in themselves. Thus, there is a copy of Du
Bartas's Divine Weeke, dated in 1641; Purchas's Pilgrimage, 1617;
the second folio of Spenser's Faerie Queene, being the first of his other

poems, dated 1611. There are also a number of books having agreeable

and interesting literary associations, many from the libraries of Mitford

and Choate, Perceval and Lord Macaulay, a presentation copy of

Southey's translation of F. de Moraes' Palmeriu of England to H. N.

Coleridge, with Coleridge's autograph; a copy nf the more celebrated

Samuel Taylor Coleridge's Remorse, presented by him to a Mr. Dibden,
and having extreme interest from the great number of corrections made

by the author
;
a copy of Milman's Fazio, with corrections by the author;

a copy of Longfellow's Dante, with a corrected proof sheet bound in
;

a copy of the sumptuous edition from the Auchinlech manuscript of

the Romances of Sir Guy of Warwick; Peter Pindar's Letters, with an

autograph note. The library is, besides, supplied with the leading

reviews and periodical literature of America, England, France, and

Germany.
There is also a separate small collection of books devoted to helps in

the study of the Bible, a memorial of the daughter of the giver, and

named by him in her memory The Gertrude Library. It comprises
about 500 volumes at present, and the giver intends doubling the num-

ber.
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WILLIAMS COLLEGE, WILLIAMSTOWN, MASS.

This library had its origin at the opening of the college in 1793. It

consisted, at first, of a few volumes, mostly religious, the gifts of friends

of the college. The first printed catalogue of 1794 contains 353 vol-

umes. Having no special fund, the library increased but slowly, and
was largely dependent upon the gilts of friends.

It has now two funds, one of $5,000, given, in 1854, by Mrs. Amos
Lawrence, and the other ($5,000) in 18G1, by Jonathan Phillips, of

Boston.

The u u mber of volumes in the library is about 17,500. There are also

two libraries belonging to the Philologian and Philotechnian Literary

Societies, which are of great educational importance. They date back
to the earlier days of the college, and were then united in one. They are

in the main well selected, and, by a happy arrangement, supplement the

college library by being especially full in those departments in which

it is more or less deficient. The number of volumes in each of these

libraries is somewhat over 5,000.

Besides the college library, and those of the literary societies already

mentioned, there are, or rather were, the Franklin Library, the Library
of the Lyceum of Natural History, and the Mills Theological Library.
The first of these contained only such books as were studied in the col-

lege course. It was begun in 1820, for the purpose of aiding needy
students. It worked very successfully for many years, supplying the

young men, for four or five dollars, with the use of all the text books of

the college course. But through the enlarging range of studies, and the

constant improvement in, and frequent change of, the text books used in

the college in later years, this library has been superseded and given up.

The library of The Lyceum of Natural History was a collection of

works made by the members of that association, a society for the study
of natural history formed early in the history of the college. It was first

called the Linnsean Society, but assumed its present name in 18;}."). Its

library, though not embracing over 250 volumes, was yet very valuable.

In 1809 it was united with the natural history department of the col-

lege library.

The 31 ills Theological Library, which, though burned in 1841, had

been revived and contained some 1,000 volumes, was also, in 1874, united

with the college library.

The whole number of b.ooks belonging to the college is about 27,500.

The average annual increase of the college library is 400 volumes. The

average yearly expenditure is $900, derived mostly Iroui the funds above

mentioned.

Since 18G8, the library has been open four hours each day for consul-

tation and reading, with free access to the shelves, and the presence of

the librarian to render any needed assistance.

Owing to the fact of limited means, library purchases have been made

with great care, and, while the departments are very far from being as
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full as is desired, the supply, so far as it goes. is made up of the best

works in each department, embracing also the leading English and
American reviews and periodicals. Few libraries of its si/,e piv-ent as

good facilities for the practical uses of a college.

In 184,~>, through the liberality of the, late Col. Amos La\vrM

Boston, the library building, known as Lawrence Hall, was built. It

is octagonal in form, 48 feet in diameter, each side 20 feet, and is :><;

feet in height. It has two stories the lower one finished jn rustic

style and is surmounted by a dome supported by eight Ionic columns.

The capacity of the library is 35,000 volumes.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, ANN ARBOR, MICH.

The university library has been accumulating for about thirty years,

and for its size is very valuable.

The only considerable donation it has received is the library of the

late Dr. Ran, professor in the University of Heidelberg, consisting of

about 4,000 volumes and G,000 pamphlets, purchased and presented to

the university by Hon. Philo Parsons, of Detroit, Mich.

The library contains about 23,000 volumes, and 8,000 pamphlets. The

library of the law department numbers 3,000 volumes; that of the medical

department, 1,50!) ;
that of the Young Men's Christian Ass )d,it i n of the

university, 900. There is no printed catalogue, but a manuscript journal

catalogue in folio; and a system of card catalogues, one set arranged

alphabetically by authors, the other by subjects.

ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY, ST. LOUIS, 3IO.

The university library was begun in !S2r>.

No special fund is set aside for library purposes, but grants for the

purchase of books are made annually by the faculty. Nearly all the

books have been purchased with funds thus obtained.

Donations have occasionally been made to the library. Rev. P. J.

De Smet received donations in Belgium of works on theology, canon

law, ecclesiastical history, and a copy of the Acta Sanctorum, by the

Bollandists, from persons who did not permit their names to be recorded

as benefactors. In 1832, the university received from the Commission

of Public Records of Great Britain, 100 folio and seve ral octavo volumes

of the public records, including the Domes-Day Book, with its index.

The library contains 17,000 volumes. The average annual addition is

300 volumes. The society libraries, established by voluntary contribu-

tions from the students in 1855, and supported by fees from the mem
bers, contain 8,OOJ volumes; making, altogether, 25,000 books belong

ing to the university.

A manuscript catalogue, arranged by subjects, was made in 18~>G-'57,

Another was begun in 1871, but is not yet finished.
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DARTMOUTH COLLEGE, HANOVER, N. H.

The library of Dartmouth College, like the college itself, which latter

was founded in 1769, is of humble origin. It had its beginning in small

donations from men of moderate means who had the cause of education

at heart. As it increased, larger Contributions were received from

friends in. this country and in England, and the ministers of the neigh-

boring country did for it what the Connecticut ministers did for the

library of Yale, and brought in books, some giving their entire libraries.

In 1773 the Rev. Diodate Johnson, of Millington, Conn., left to the

college, besides other bequests, his whole library. There is no record

extant of the amount or value of these gifts. But smaller gifts were

more common. Dr. Wheelock, in one of his letters, expresses his thanks

to a patron iu England who had sent him " six psalm books ;" and in

the early records of the. trustees there is a vote of thanks to a gentleman
who had given to the college a copy of Athanasius, bound iu leather,

in two volumes; and this is but a sample of many.
It would be impossible to mention the many donors to the library,

and their names would now be unfamiliar to all. But there is one who
not only raised for himself a perpetual memorial in the academies which

he founded at Exeter and Andover, but to whose wise counsels and

large generosity the early success of Dartmouth College was largely

due, the Hon. John Phillips, of Exeter, a trustee of the college from

1773 to 1793. Besides large gifts in money and lands for the gen-

eral purposes of the college, he gave, in 1772, L75, lawful money, for

the purchase of philosophical apparatus, but which was, with his per-

mission, devoted to the enlargement of the library.

In 1800 the library numbered about 3,000 volumes. In 1818 it was

voted to sell the old books, impaired by use, and purchase new ones with

the proceeds. In 1820 the sum of $ 100 was voted from the general fund

for books. From time, to time purchases have been made to supply the

wants of the various departments of instruction. Private liberality has

also established several funds for procuring books; some of them devoted

to a special purpose.
In July, 1852, George C. Shattuck, of Boston, Mass., gave $1,000, to

which he added, in August of the same year, another 1,000. Of tins

sum $800 were used for the Latin department, while the remainder

was devoted to the purchase of books treating of mathematics as

applied to mechanics and astronomy. In 1852, Rev. Koswrll Sliurt-

leff gave $1,000, which was devoted to the department of moral

and intellectual philosophy. In 1846, Edmund, Isaac,, and Joel

Parker gave $1,000 as a library fund, which was incivastd by the

last mentioned, Hon. Joel Parker, till in 1875 it amounted to $.%0io.

At his death, in that year, Judge Parker also bequi-atluMl, in addition

to other gifts to the college, the sum of $12,500 for the use of the

library; so that the Parker fund now amounts to $19,500. In isi7

Miss Mary C. Bryant, of Boston, Mass., gave $5,000 to establish a fund

TE
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as a memorial of her grandfather, the Rev. John Smith, one of the

early professors in the college, to be called the John Smith fund. This

and the Parker fund are of general application and may be used for

the purchase of any books, of permanent value. In 18 L> the late Hon.

Samuel Appleton established the Appleton fund, and increased it by
a bequest in 18">4. This fund is devoted to the maintenance of the de-

partment of physics, and varying sum* are expended y early from its

income in purchasing books for that department. A fund of $1,000 was

also established by the late Hon. James W. Grimes, of Iowa.

With these funds, amounting at present to $3(3,501), a portion of which,

however, is not available, and with grants from the college treasury, the

library is yearly increased in numbers and value. The average yearly

increase for the past five years has been 700 volumes aiid 100 pamphlets.

Society libraries.

Side by side with the college library grew up another, which in the

extent of its use has been ofeven greater value the Societies' Library.

In 1783 a society was formed called the Social Friends, secret in its

character at first, but literary in its purpose. Weekly meetings were

held for debate and rhetorical exercise, and to aid in the work of the

society a library was collected. The society flourished for three years,

during which time the library steadily grew, by the contributions of its

members. In 1786 a secession took place, some of the members with-

drawing and forming a new society, the United Fraternity. Hence-

forth they continued as rival societies, until the formation of the dis-

tinctly so called secret societies. Each had its library, which was

increased by the donations of successive classes; in later years at the

rate of from 200 to 500 volumes annually. The management of the

libraries was almost exclusively in the hands of the students, and after

the obtaining of the society charters in 182G and 1827 entirely so till

1874. During the time of the famous struggle between the college and

the university, from 1815 to 1819, an attempt was made on the part of

the students of the university, with the assistance of some of their fac-

ulty, to seize the books of the societies. The students of the college,

emulating the example of their trustees, held fast to their rightful pos-

sessions, and locked their assailants into a room until the books had

been conveyed to a place of safety. During the progress of the litiga-

tion the books were kept in private houses in the village, and at the

triumph of the college were carried back to their old quarters.

After the establishment of secret societies, the Social Friends and

the United Fraternity, declined as literary organizations, but the libra-

ries continued to be centres of interest and profit. The use of the col-

lege library was hampered by so many restrictions that it was of very

little value to the students, while their own libraries were always open
for use

;
and these, by a judicious union of the current literature of the

day with works of more permanent value, afforded a Jbetter opportu
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nity for selection than the college library. The two were never in col-

lision, bnt the one was an indispensable supplement to the other. They
continued entirely distinct until 1874, when, owing to the expense of

maintenance, the students thought best to place their library under the

direction of the faculty. Articles of agreement were' entered into be-

tween the faculty and the students, by which the latter retained cer-

tain powers and privileges. The consolidated libraries were placed in

one room, and a librarian appointed, at a fixed salary, to take charge
of the united library, which, with the reading room, was now open
continuously to the students. Complete harmony of interest and unity
of administration have worked greatly to the advantage of all parties.

With the Societies' Library there was -brought into the union the

library (about 1,200 volumes) of the Philotechnic Society, an organiza-
tion formed in the Chandler scientific department, in 1854, with a design
similar to that of the Social Friends.

There was also united with the general library, the library of the

Northern Academy of Arts and Sciences, an association formed Juno

24, 1841, and composed of gentlemen of culture in various parts of the

State. This collection consisted principally of pamphlets, bound and

unbound, and numbered 2,500 volumes.

The united libraries now number about 47,000 volumes, exclusive of

pamphlets, the college library proper consisting of about 20,000, and the

remainder being the books of the societies.

There is also, in connection with the astronomical department of the

college, begun in 1853, a library of about 750 volumes, besides pam-

phlets. The medical department, established in 1796, has 1,500 vol-

umes; the Thayer department of civil engineering has a library of 2,000

volumes, begun in L862, and chiefly the gift of the late General Sylva-
nus Thayer; and the agricultural department a collection of 1,300 vol-

umes.

At present the astronomical, the engineering, and the agricultural

libraries are kept in separate buildings; but it is hoped that before

many years the means will be obtained for a building that will offer,

under one roof, safe and commodious quarters for all the separate libra-

ries of the college, which together now amount to about 53,000 volumes.

COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY, PRINCETON, N. J.

The library of the College of New Jersey is probably of nearly equal

age with the college itself, and that dates from 1746. In a notice of it,

written probably by President Davies in 1760, it is said to have been

"formed almost entirely of the donations of several public spirited gen-

tlemen on both sides of the Atlantic." Among these might have been

mentioned Jonathan Belcher, whose name the college would have borne

had he permitted it
;
and who, dying as governor of New Jersey in 1 7 ~7 ,

left to the library 474 volumes. Classics and folios abounded in the

mansions of those days, and the intellectual character of the collection,
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relatively to its whole mass, may have stood higher then than since.

The first printed catalogue, printed at Woodbridge, N.J., in 1700, con-

sists of 36 pages, small quarto, and gives the titles of nearly 1,300 vol-

umes, 231 being folios.

March 6, 1802, the interior of Nassau Hall, where the books were then

lodged, was burned, and it was for some years supposed that the entire

library was destroyed. A few books are now known to have escaped.

viz, certain folios of Calasio, and 'an edition of Calvin in eleven folios,

Amsterdam, 1671, still in the library, with their titles in the catalogue
of 1700.

Public generosity was appealed to for the means to replace the build-

ing; and records still in existence show that $32,000 in money were sub-

scribed in the colonies. To restore the library, also, many noble vol-

umes, still bearing the names of their donors, came from literary celeb-

rities in this country and in Great Britain. Among these were John

Lowell, Dugald Stewart, and Andrew Dalzel. To insure the safety of

these new treasures, the library was placed in the building in which

are the geological museum and Philadelphia!! Hall, and, rein lining there

for half a century, escaped the flames which, in March, 1855, again

destroyed Nassau Hall. Its increasing bulk finally crowded it out of

the museum building, and it was removed to its original lodging, where

it stood from 1865 to 1873.

For nearly seventy years of this century the sole revenue of the

library was derived from a tax of $1 a term on the students. Its in-

crease was therefore extremely slow. In 18L2 the librarian reported

4,000 volumes in the collection. In the same year the library of Presi-

dent Smith, containing also the books of President Witherspoon, was

bought for the college. In 1823 the number of volumes was estimated

at 7,000, and that number is given in the catalogue of 1831. In 1830,

James Madison, an alumnus of 1771, left the library a legacy of $L,000.

Tliis was the only considerable gift of money made to the library pre-

vious to 1868. Several noteworthy donations of books were, however,

received. James Lenox, of New York, has presented many valuable

books, among them the first three polyglots of the Holy Scriptures.

Mr. Obadiah Rich, while resident in London in 1834, procured the

bestowment by the Record Commission of the British government of its

publications, 86 volumes, folio, and 24 volumes, octavo. The legislative

documents of the United States, continued in an almost unbroken series

from the beginning of the Twentieth Congress to the end of the Forty-

second, make about 1,000 volumes. Matthew Newkirk, of Philadelphia,

gave the great Description de 1'figypte. The family of W. D. Beattie

presented 200 volumes of classical and other valuable works; and the

libraries of Professors . Hope and Giger, numbering several hundred

volumes each, were given to the college in 1859 and 1865.

In 1868, the late John C. Green, of New York, presented to the col-

lege f 100,000 under the name of the Elizabeth fund, in honor of his
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mother. From the income of this fund the library was to receive $3,000
a year. Among other large additions thus made is the library of Tren-

delenburg, of Berlin, consisting of nearly 10,000 volumes and pamphlets,

purchased by the faculty for $5,000. It contains a collection of 185 vol-

umes of old editions of Aristotle and his commentators, with a large num-
ber of modern essays on his philosophy ;

and also several hundred vol-

umes of comparatively rare classics.

By recent gifts from John S. Pierson, of New York, the library pos-
sesses 1,000 volumes on the late civil war. The entire library now num-
bers 29,500 volumes.

The two society libraries contain together 12,000 volumes.

The library is open five days in the week for the exchange of books,
and at almost all hours of the day for purposes of study.

The necessity of a separate and safer building for the library having
been for some time apparent, Mr. John C: Green, ofNew York, in 1872-'73,

erected an elegant stone building, at a cost of $120,000, and presented
it to the college for library purposes. It is an octagonal building, with

wings to the east and west, 140 feet in its entire length, with a central

elevation of about 50 feet. The centre of the hall is occupied by a plat-

form 12 feet in diameter, upon which is a circular desk for the librarian.

Between this and the alcoves, which are ranged against the walls, is a

passage way, 9 feet in width. The capacity of the two floors of alcoves

is 108,000 volumes.

At the time of the erection of the building, a fund was provided for

the support of the librarian.

Library of the Cleiosophic Society.

This society dates from the year 17G5, the nineteenth from the foun-

dation of the college. It began with seven members, of whom the most

distinguished in after life were Oliver Ellsworth, second Chief-Justice

of the United States, and Luther Martin, attorney-general of Maryland.
The library now contains about 4,000 volumes. Perhaps the depart-

ment which is best supplied is that of essays, including literary, mis-

cellaneous, and periodical criticism; but the historical collection leaves

little to be desired. The reading roi*m of the society is well supplied

with magazines, reviews, and newspapers.

Library of the American Whig Society.

This society was organized in 1709, and three years afterwards

included among its members, James Madison, fourth President of the

United States. In connection with Clio, its rival, it has furnished

many public men to the country. These two societies own buildings

precisely alike, situated on the eastern verge of the college campus.

Each building is two stories high ;
the library and reading room bring

on the ground floor, and the halls for literary exercises above. The

gift of $4,000 by Commodore Stockton has enabled the Whig Society to
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collect a larger and better library than its elder sister, and it numbers
at present 8,000 volumes. The catalogue shows that at every period of

its history the society has bought good books. The collections in the

departments of poetry and art are especially good. There is also a val-

uable collection of law books, and the best histories of every country.
Fourteen reviews and literary periodicals are regularly taken.

;

'

'
-.' V

COLUMBIA COLLEGE. NEW YORK, N. Y.

The Library of Columbia College, New York, contains a small but

unusually choice and valuable collection of books. It is nearly coeval

with the college, which was founded in, 1754. Among the earliest

benefactors were Joseph Murray, of London, and the Rev. Buncombe
Bristowe, whose libraries were given to the college. These collec-

tions, however, were scattered during the war, when the college buildings
were occupied by the British army, and but few of the valuable books
of which they consisted could be recovered. After the return of peace,
when King's College was re-opeiied under the name of Columbia College,
the library was replenished, partly by donations, but chiefly by careful

and judicious purchases; and it has been kept up for nearly a hundred

years upon the same principles, viz, of buying few books, and those

only of the highest character, and. of admitting only such books as art)

strictly adapted to a college library, leaving large and miscellaneous

collections to the public libraries of New York.

The lists of benefactors include the names of the principal citizens of

New York during this whole period. Those of Samuel Johnson, Myles

Cooper, (the first two presidents,) Archibald Kennedy, John Watts, occur

in several of the older volumes. In later times, equally well known and

respectable names are found. The largest gifts have been the law libra-

ries of William Samuel Johnson, the third president of the college, given

by his sou, Mr. Johnson, of Stamford, Conn., and of John Jay, the first

Chief-Justice of the United States, the gift of his grandson, John Jay.
The collections of the New York Literary and Philosophical Society
have also been added to the college library. Among the most im-

portant additions by purchase, may be mentioned the library of the

late Nathaniel F. Moore, professor of languages and afterwards presi-

dent, consisting for the most part of elegant and valuable editions

of the Greek and Roman classics, and the library of the late Lorenzo

Da Poute, containing a choice and extensive collection of the older Italian

literature. A small but very good selection of standard German wri-

ters was added a few years ago, under the direction of Dr. Tellkampf,
some time professor ot German.
The library has no resources except the grants made from time to

time by the trustees for its enlargement and-, expenses. For many
years these were liberal bat irregular. They are now settled at $A,OUO

a year, divided equally between the college and the School of Mines.
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A small sura, varying from year to year, is also allowed to the law
school.

The books are not kept in one hall, but have been, fof convenience,
distributed among- the departments of the university. The principal

library, which alone is under the charge of the librarian, is in a hall 28
feet wide and 71 feet long. It contains 18,745 volumes, including 200
volumes of bound pamphlets. Its estimated value is $43,700. The
additions for the last seven years have averaged 500 volumes a year,
and the average outlay, including purchases and binding, has been

$2,000. The library of the School of Mines ha-s grown in ten years from.

800 to 7,000 volumes. It is now valued at $17,000. The law library

contains about 4,500 volumes, estimated at $8,000. The botanical

library contains 1,145 volumes, valued at $3,650. The whole number of

books may be stated at 31,390, and the value at $72,350. As, however,
the statements of the law and botanical libraries were sent in in Decem-

ber, 1874, it is probable that these collections have slightly increased

since that time.

The only literary society now in operation is the Philolexian. Its

library probably does not exceed 1,200 volumes. The Peithologiau

Library numbers 1,000 volumes.

In August, 1875, an alphabetical catalogue of the books in the princi-

pal library of the college was printed. To this is appended a second

alphabet, containing a catalogue of the bound pamphlets. The whole

forms an octavo volume of 412 pages. A catalogue of the library of the

School of Mines, both alphabetical and analytical, has been published
the past year.

An elaborate and careful account of the library was prepared by
William A. .Jones, the late librarian, and was printed in 18G1 under

the direction of the trustees. The edition of this important pamphlet
is now exhausted, but copies are to be found in several public libraries.

CORNELL UNIVERSITY, ITHACA, N. Y.

The University Library at Cornell was established simultaneously
with the opening of the university, in the mouth of October, 1808. It

then consisted of 14,000 volumes, partly composed of the private library

of Charles Anthou, formerly professor in Columbia College ; partly of

the private library of Franz Bopp, formerly professor in the University
of Uerliu, both of which had been purchased by the trustees of the uni-

versity in the summer of 18(58; partly of modern scientilic books,

selected and bought for the university in Europe, during the sanu-

period, by President White; partly of a collection of German literature

presented to the library by President White; and partly of a small col-

lection of works on agriculture, bought in New York in ISCS, by I'./r.i

Cornell. The Anthon collection consisted of between 5,000 and (i,oio

volumes, two-thirds of which related to the classical languages and their

literatures} the Bopp collection numbered nearly 2,000 volumes, and
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was chiefly made up of works treating of linguistic subjects, including

especially a noticeable series of Sanskrit texts.

In the following year (18G9) Professor Goldvvin Smith presented to

the library his valuable private collection of b>oks, which comprised
more than 3,000 volumes, chiefly historical works and editions of thij

ancient and English classics. In 1870, President White gave to th

library about 1,000 volumes of works on architecture, collected by himself,

many of which are of the most expensive character. They include sets

of all the principal periodicals relating to architecture printed in Europe,
and the various works published by Britton, Viollet le-Duc, Gailhabaud,

Gruner, Weale, Seroux d'Agincourt, Galley Knight, Fergussoii, Wiebe-

king, Cicognara, Pugin, Parker, and others.

In 1871, the late William Kelley, of Rhinebeck, N.Y., then a trustee

of the university, placed at the disposal of the librarian the sum of

$2,250 for the purchase of mathematical works. With this sum, during
that year, 1,500 volumes and 700 tracts and dissertations were bought,

chiefly through European agents, including complete sets of the

leading mathematical periodicals in English, French, German, Italian,

and Danish, and the most important modern works in the domain of

pure mathematics. In January, 1872, the private library of Jared

Sparks, formerly president of Harvard College, and editor of the works

of Washington and Franklin, was added, by purchase, to the university

library. It numbered more than 5,000 volumes, about two-thirds of

which were in the department of American history the collection of

books and pamphlets illustrating the revolutionary period being extraor-

dinarily full and valuable. T5 these collections must be addeJ many
thousands of volumes purchased at various timas since L8US, the bulk of

which have been bought in Europe. The collections have not been

kept separate, but all have been consolidated and classified as one gen-
eral library a bookmark in each volume indicating the collection with

which it was purchased or given.

The library also possesses a few unique collections. Among these

the most notable is the May collection of works relating to the subjects

of slavery and anti-slavery. This was founded in the year 1870, by the

late Rev. Samuel J. May, of Syracuse, who gave the books he had

himself gathered during the progress of the abolition movement. To

these have been united the anti-slavery portion of the* libraries of the

late Gerrit Smith, of Peterboro', N.Y., of the late Mr. Richard D.

Webb, of Dublin, f.reland, of Mrs. Elizabeth Pease Nichols, of EJtu-

burgb, Scotland, of Mr. Henry B. Stanton, of Tenafly, N.J., as well as a

host of minor donations from many persons, both in the North and the

South, who took part in the political struggle which originated in the

slavery question. The collection at present comprises nearly 800 bound

volumes and 5.000 pamphlets, and includes perfect files of many of the

leading anti-slavery journals, such as the Liberator and the Anti

Slavery Standard. Ezra Cornell, after the death of the late Samuel F.
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B. Morse, bought and presented to the library the works owned by that

distinguished gentleman relating to telegraphy and electro-magnetism,
consisting of about 250 volumes and pamphlets. The library has also

acquired, largely through the liberality of President White, a collection

of books illustrative of the history of the typographical art, embracing
umes from the presses of Fust, Schoiffer, Caxton, Wynkyu de Worde,

ill, Mentelius, Aldus Mauutius, Richard Pynson, and other early

printers, as well as specimens of the books printed by the fitiennes, the

Klxevirs, Plantiu, Baskerville, and Bodoni in later times. Principally
to the same source it is indebted for a small collection of illuminated

manuscripts in Sanskrit, Tamil, Persian, Bthiopic, Latin, French, and

German, some of which are of considerable interest. In modern manu-

scripts it possesses a valuable collection of letters, documents, and draw-

ings by Washington, of documents in the handwriting of Franklin and

Lafayette, together with many letters addressed to Washington, as well

as a considerable number of manuscript maps illustrating revolutionary
battles.

In serials the library, considering its age and size, is particularly
rich. It owns sets of most of the noted periodicals devoted to natural

and physical science published during the last forty years, and a very

perfect collection of English and American reviews and literary maga-
zines and of foreign philological journals. It continues to add to these

sets; its annual subscription to foreign periodicals alone amounting to

an average sum of $1,000. The works on bibliography and literary

history are also numerous and carefully selected.

Among the extensive or costly works on the shelves of the library

may be mentioned a government copy of Description de 1'Egypte, Paris,

l,SO!>-'28; the engravings of Koman antiquities, edifices, and works of

art, by Pinnies!, Eome, 1750-'85 the copy, in 21 volumes, presented

by Pope Clement the Fourteenth to the English Duke of Cumberland ;

Hit- Thesaurus Antiquitatuui of Grouovius and Gnevi us, Venice, 1732-

'.!7, in 33 folio volumes; the Transactions and Proceedings of the

French Institute, the Royal Society, and the Berlin Academy of Sci-

ences, together with those of the Geological Society, the Zoological So-

ciety, and the Linno3an Society of London
;
a colored copy of Besler's

Hortus Eystettensis, Nuremberg, 1613, which cost $800; Batoman's

Orchid aceae of Mexico and Guatemala
;

Curtis's Botanical Magazine,
a complete set, procured at an expense of $650 ;

the Flora Brasiliensis

of Martins as far as published; tlumboldt's scientific works in folio;

the Mouiteur Universe!, from 1789 to 1868, in 162 folib volumes; the

London Times, a set beginning with 1848
;
Canina's Udifizj di Koma

Antiea, Architettura Antica, and Architettura dei tempj Cristiani, in

!" volumes; (i rimer's Decorative Art
;
the publications of tho Dilet-

tanti Society of London
; Hakluyt's Voyages, London, 15JK)

;
Cruveil-

hier's Anatomic, Paris, 1851; the Bibliotheca Classics Latina of Le

Maire, in U2 volumes, and the Scriptores Latiui of Valpy, in 160 vol-
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umes; the Biblioteca de Autores Espaiioles, edited by Rivadeneyra ;

the Classici Italian!, in 250 volumes; and the publications of the Hay
Society, the Sydenham Society, the PalayintographicAl Society, the

Percy Society, the Camden Society, the Hakluyt Society, the Eirly Eng-
lish Text Society, the English Historical Society, and the Chaucer Soci-

ety. The set of the patent specifications presented to the library

by the British government, numbering over 2,60J volumes, is. still

deposited in London awaiting the funds to bind it. The library has a

complete set of American Patent-Office publications.

The library has no fixed fund for its maintenance, but depends upon
annual grants by the trustees of the university for the purchase
of books, which have ranged from $1,000 to $3.000, besides special

grants at various times for particular purposes. The average an-

uual increase of the library since its establishment has been nearly

3,000 volumes. The total number of volumes at present is
39,00^),

be-

sides 15,000 pamphlets. The collection is arranged very nearly in accord-

ance with the system of classification adopted by Brunet in his Man-

uel du Libraire, and possesses a simple alphabetical slip catalogue, to-

gether with special catalogues of a few of thedepartments. Of the Sparks
and Bopp collections there are printed catalogues, prepared before the

purchase of those libraries
;
of the Anthou collection, there is a similar

catalogue in manuscript. There are employed a principal librarian and

two assistants; the principal librarian, who is also a professor, and one

of the assistants devoting but a part of their time to the library. The

library is a circulating one, so far as the members of thft faculty are

concerned, and a library of reference so far as the students of the insti-

tution are concerned. The average number of volumes constantly with-

drawn from the library is .650; the average number consulted daily in

the reading .room of the library is 200. The library is open throughout
the year (except Sundays) from 8 o'clock in the morning till 5 o'clock in

the afternoon, or till sunset, when that is before 5. It occupies the

lower main floor of the McGraw or central university building, a room
100 feet by 45, and is arranged in alcoves, which inclose a space used as

a reading room. The room is adorned with several basts, in marble and

plaster, and with a number of portraits in oil, the latter including orig-

inal half-length portraits of Professors Louis Agassiz, Goldvviu Smith,
James Russell Lowell, and George William Curtis.

HAMILTON COLLEGE, CLINTON, N. Y.

Hamilton College received its charter in May, 1812, and at the same

time a small library belonging to Hamilton Oueida Academy was, with

other property, passed over to the college. In November, 1812, tin

trustees of the college granted $100 for the increase of the library,

and appointed a committee authorized to make purchases, appoint si

librarian, and provide regulations for the use of the library. In I82f>

the number of volumes was about 1,600, and this was gradually iucreasekl
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by purchases and donations by individuals and the general and State

governments; but the addition of valuable and useful books was very
slo\v, the college, for want of fu nds, not being able to make many pur-
chases.

In November, I860, the libraries of the Union and Phoenix Societies,

each containing about 3,000 volumes, were placed in charge of the col-

lege for safe keeping; and since that time they have been kept and used
as a part of the college library, though the rights of the societies are

fully recognized and maintained. In 1865 the valuable library of Dr.
Edward Kobinson, containing about 1,400 volumes and about 100 valu-

able maps, was purchased and given to the college by a few friends in

New York. In the same year, the library received its most important
addition in the valuable law library of William Curtis Noyes, of New
York, bequeathed by him to Hamilton College, in order " that it may
always be kept together for the use of law students in that institution."

This collection numbers nearly 7,000 volumes, of which about 5,000
are law books, and the residue miscellaneous. They were collected

during a practice of twenty-five years, at an expense of from $50,000 to

$75,000. It contains all the American reports, with scarcely an excep-

tion, down to 1865, including those Of Mr. Jefferson from 1730 to 1740,

and from 17G8 to 1772, complete reports of every State in the Union,

British, English, Scotch, and Irish reports, and of the colonies from New-
foundland to India. Among its rare volumes are all the Domes-Day
Books; a complete copy of the English Statutes at Large in 78 vol-

umes; and everything in the English common law, both civil and crimi-

nal, and in equity, with the earlier treatises. It contains a considerable

collection of codes, among which are the Chinese and (lentoo; the Frede.

rician code and Hindoo law; the Ordinances of Menu, translated from

the Sanskrit by Sir William Jones; and Macnaghten's Principles ot

Hindoo and Mohammedan Law. There is also a copy of Beugnot's As-

sises de Jerusalem, 2 volumes, folio, Paris, 1841. This work, which is

very learnedly annotated, contains an account of the works on juris.

prudence written in the thirteenth century, and the laws of the king-

dom of Jerusalem and Cyprus in the time of the Crusades. Among the

legal curiosities is a perfect copy of Statbam's Abridgment, the first

hook of English law ever printed, in black letter, 1470; and a copy of

Le (hand Coutumier du Pays, Duch6 de Normandie, 15;t!>. I loth of

these are in a line state of preservation. There is also a copy of Dug-
dale's Origines Judiciales, edition of 1071, the most accurate now extant,

as most of the first edition, 1(5<I(>,
was destroyed in the gre.it tire in Lot -

don the same year; Spelman's Glossary, 1087; and Jardinc's Use of

Torture in the Criminal Law of England, 1(137. There is also a copy of

Calvin's Lexicon, Geneva edition of 1584. The collection of French law

is considerable; and there is a complete set, over 70 volumes, of tho

printed. statutes of the Colony and State ot New York, including the

session laws from the earliest period, commencing with a copy of Ur.id-
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ford's, printed in London in 1719, which formerly belonged to Lord

Delaware, and seems to have come from the plantation office in the col-

ony.' There is hardly auy law book which a lawyer in large practice

may have occasion to consult that may not be found in this collection.

Feeling the obligation to provide for the safe keeping ot so impor-
tant a gift, the trustees took immediate measures to realize a sum suffi-

cient for building a library hall. The Hon. Perry H. Smith, of Chi-

cago, in honor of whom the hall is named, offered to contribute oui;-

half the sum supposed to be necessary for the building, $25,000, on
condition that the other half should be made up by the alumni and

other friends of the college in the West. The corner stone was laid

in July, 1866, but owing to various hindrances the hall was nl>t

completed and ready for occupancy until the summer of 1872. The
whole cost of building and furniture was about $50,000. The building
is 75 by 50 feet; the alcoves in the library are arranged in three tiers,

one above another, and furnish space for 60,000 volumes. A room on tie

second floor is used as a memorial hall and art gallery. The number of

volumes now in the library is about 22,000.

LIBRARY OF MADISON UNIVERSITY, HAMILTON, N. Y.

The beginnings of this library, like those of the university itself, were]
small, and, for want of resources, the growth was slow. A nucleus was

formed in 1820, by the gift of 238 volumes, and 145 pamphlets, from

thirty one donors.

In 1824, the list of books had increased to 675 volumes, with many]
valuable pamphlets and official documents.

In 1828, Dr. Spencer H. Cone, of New York, made a valuable contri-

bution, and Dr. Howard Malcom, of Boston, another in 1832.

In 1834-'3o, one of the professors, Rev. Baruas Sears, visited Ger-

many. Advantage was taken of this visit to make a number ol

large orders for books, though there were no funds, and these orders

were met by contributions from private pockets. The purchases took

a wide range, filling the then small library room with the best books

extant in history, philosophy, geography, travels, biography, science,

literature, and art
;

in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and German philology;
in Scripture illustration and interpretation ;

and in systematic and prac

tical theology.

In 1841-'42, another professor, Rev. Thomas J. Conant, visited

England and Germany, through whom further orders were made for

English, German, and French books, and for a rich collection of
classic-]

al, patristic, and mediaeval works. In the meantime, the library had

become rich in encycloprediology, lexicography, and philology, although
as yet no fund existed for replenishing it.

During all these years, the library was lodged in West College, ^liff

first college edifice on " the hill ;" but in 1880, it was removed into Al-

umni Hall for more commodious quarters, into a room fitted up by
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James B. Colgate, of New York. At this time, as at several times prev-
ious, a gif'ting of the books took place, and all such books of early date
as were obsolete or of small value were thrown out, and a new classifica-

tion of the residue was made.
It may be observed that during thirty-six years there have been four

librarians, who, in the absence of funds, have served gratuitously, and
made their personal efforts in the collection of money and books a good
substitute for an income fund, anil mainly through their labors the

library has been enlarged. These have been Prof. A. C. Kendrick, Prof.
P. B. Spear, Prof. E. Dodge, and the present librarian, Prof. N. L. An-
drews.

During the last ten years, there has been a fund of $5,000, and an

income, from all sources, of about $350 a year. Just now additional

funds are being raised by subscription, and already, with the former

fund, the library h.is $20,000, on which it will hereafter draw interest.

The library has 10,000 volumes, and is emphatically a working library,

having been mainly made up for the benefit of the faculty and students.

It props every course of study in the university, and is so arranged
as to be used or consulted with great convenience.

The classification of books, according to the departments of knowledge'
to which they belong, is conspicuously noted by headings at the top of

the cases, and is as follows: Greek language and literature; Latin

language and literature; Philology and Oriental literature; Biblical

literature and exegesis ; Systematic, polemic, and practical theology ;

Ecclesiastical history ;
Civil history ; Biography; Periodical literature -

Natural sciences; Voyages and travels; Foreign literature; English lit-

erature
; Philosophy.

A valuable aid in the use of the library has recently been introduced,

by the preparation, at considerable expense, Qf a voluminous manu-

script index to periodical literature. Tbis comprises 17,000 references,

alphabetically arranged, to important articles in the leading reviews.

The library receives regularly the principal American and foreign re-

views, and the index is carefully kept up by noting, alphabetically, all

the articles contained in the current numbers.

It is believed that the careful selection of books for working purposes,

the absence of useless duplicates and miscellaneous donations, and tin-

attention paid to periodical literature, render the library of the uni-

versity unsurpassed, for its size, in real utility and value.

Three students' society libraries contain, in the aggregate, about 3,000

volumes.
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER, ROCHESTER, N. Y.

The University of Rochester was founded in 1850. The library had

its origin about the same time. Only one library has ever IMTH directly

connected with the university, though its relation to the Kochr>t< i

Theological Seminary is such that the officers and students of each In-

stitution have access to the libraries of both.
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About ten years ago Gen. John F. Eathbone, of Albany, gave to the

university the sura of $25,000 for the endowment of the library. This

is known as the Rathbone library fund, and the income from it, about

$1,750 a year, is devoted to the purchase of books and certain current

library expenses. The library has hitherto been kept in a room con-

structed for the purpose in the university building. A new fire-proof

building is now nearly completed on the university grounds, the ground
floor of which is to be devoted to the library, the second story being

fitted up for the university cabinet. It is a gift to the university by
the Hon. Hiram Sibley, of Rochester. Its cost, when completed, will

not be less than $100,000.

The' library has never received any very large additions of books by

gift.

The annual additions to the library are between five hundred and

six hundred volumes. The leading American and English periodicals

are taken, and also some of the German and French, which are kept

bound up to date. The present number of volumes is 12,000.

VASSAR COLLEGE, POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y.

This college, founded by Matthew Vassar, was opened in 1865, and the

library has been gradually collected since that date.

Mr. Vassar bequeathed to the college a fund of $50,000. the income of

which may be used only for the purchase of additions to the library and

the cabiuets.

The library is composed, in large part, of books of reference. As each

professor is responsible for the selection of books relating to his depart-

ment of instruction, the library, as a whole, is made up of choice, special

collections. For the size of the library it contains a large number of

rare and costly works.*

The whole number of volumes in the collection is 9,881. About 700

volumes are added yearly.

The rooms assigned to the library are spacious and elegant, and are

planned to furnish shelf room for about 40,000 volumes.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA, CHAPEL HILL, N. C.

The charter of the university speaks of the library as if it were to be

an essential part of the institution
;
and with the gathering of the first

classes the library was begun. Gen. VV. R. Davie, afterwards governor,

gave to it 14 volumes in 1795, the year in which it was opened, and sub-

sequently added 25 more. Among the early donors Richard Bennehan,
of Orange County, gave 28 volumes, and Joseph Blount Hill an

encyclopaedia in 18 volumes. In 1816 Rev. James Hall, of Iredell,

gave 49 volumes, a third of them printed before 1700, and about 100

volumes were received from the library of Joseph Gautier, of Elizabeth-

town.
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Measures were early taken to provide an income for the library ;
and

tip to 1824 this was derived from a sessional fee paid by the students.

Since that year it has been dependent upon grants made by the
trustees.

In 1824 Dr. Caldwell purchased for the library, in Europe, 979 books,
and also brought over 60 volumes as donations from persons in England.
A few years later the English Record Commission presented their pub-
lications, 83 folios and 24 octavos. In 1859 the university purchaM-d

1,897 volumes from the library of Professor Mitchell. This is believed

to have been the only purchase of books by the trustees since 1824.

Within the past forty-five years a few gifts have been made by individ-

uals, less than 60 volumes before March, 1869. and about 300 since. The
Smithsonian Institution has given its publications, 25 volumes; the

State has given 218 volumes of laws and legislative records; and the

United States has given 1,500 volumes of congressional and executive

documents. The number of volumes now in the library is not far from

7,000. There are two students' libraries in the university, the Dialectic

and the Philanthropic, numbering 3,813 volumes.

In 1850 a handsome library building was built. It is in the form of

a Greek temple. The hall is 84 by 32 feet and 20 feet high.

MARIETTA COLLEGE, MARIETTA, OHIO.

Soon after the college was established in 1835, the sum of $1,000 was

received from the estate of Mr. Samuel Stone, of Townseud, Mass., "to

be expended for books." Something was added to this by friends of

the college at Marietta, and the whole amount expended in Europe for

philological works.

In 1850 an effort was made to increase the library, and $8,000 were

subscribed, chiefly at Marietta. The largest subscribers were: Douglas

Putnam, $2,500; Noah L. Wilson, $1,250; William Sturges, of Chicago,

$1,250; Win th rop B. Smith, of Cincinnati, $500; Col. John Mills, $500.

Mast of this money was expended by President Smith in Europe.
Some years ago S. P. Hildreth, M.D., of Marietta, gave five or

six hundred volumes, mostly scientific or historical works, to the li-

brary ;
and Dr. George O. Hildreth has, since his father's death, added

a number of volumes to this collection. Hon. William A. Whittle>r\

and Hon. William P. Cutter, both of Marietta, have presented to the

library many valuable works relating to the civil and political ln>

tory of the country. John Kendrick, LL.D., for thirty three years pro-

fessor of Greek in the college, and now professor emeritus, has ^iven

*
1,000, the income of which is to be exoemled in the purchase of bo ks

connected with the classical department.
The whole amount of funds held for library purposes is about $5,500.

The number of volumes in the college library is 15,130 ;
in the society

libraries, 11,570.

8E
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Most of the books purchased for the college library have been se-

lected with reference to the work of instruction, so that the library is

very largely professional in its character.

A catalogue was printed in 1857, and a card catalogue has been pre-

pared of all the books added to the library since that time.

OHIO WESLEYAN TJNIVEBS1TY.

The library, which contains something over 10,400 volumes and is

valued at about $15,000, has been entirely donated. The largest gifts

are as follows: In 1853 William Sturges, of Zanesville, Ohio, gave
$7,500 as a foundation. In 1858 Rev. Joseph M. Trimble, D. D., of

Columbus, Ohio, selected an alcove to be filled at his expense, and has

since placed upon its shelves books valued at $2,500. In 1866 William

Ingham, of Cleveland, Ohio, selected an alcove, and has since placed
in it books estimated at $2,500. Rev. Charles Elliott, D.D., left as a be-

quest a portion of his library, estimated at $1,000. The remainder of

the library has come from smaller gifts which cannot be enumerated.

The number of volumes in the students' libraries is 3,500.

ST. XAVIER COLLEGE, CINCINNATI, OHIO.

The library of St. Xavier College comprises three divisions the

library proper, devoted to the use of the faculty of the college, and the

Students' Library and Sodality Library for the use of the students.

The whole number of volumes in the main library is about 14,000.

This library may be consulted, with certain restrictions, by any person

properly introduced.

A large proportion of the library is theological in character, but there

is also a good collection of works in general literature, both English
and foreign. Among the theological works are the writings of St.

Thomas, 28 volumes, folio; the Migne collection, 28 volumes, folio; the

works of Suarez, Ferraris, Billuart, Franzeliui, Concina, Muratorius,

Gotti, Durandus, printed in 1533, and many others equally valuable.

Among the old and rare books are many published within half a century
after the invention of the art of printing. The oldest book in the col-

lection is a Moral Theology, printed by Hilbrun, in Venice, 1477. Next

in antiquity is the Instruction on the Institute of the Solitaries and on

the Remedies against Vice, written by John the Hermit, called Cassian,

and printed at Basle in 1485. There are also a Scholastic History, Basle,

1486
;
Sermons on the different Sundays of the Year and Feasts of the

Saints, Strasbourg, 1488; Lazarolus de Litio, Basle, 1490; the City of

God, St. Augustine, 1494; Mirror of Patience, Udalric Finder, Nurem-

berg, 1509
; Examples from Writings of the Holy Fathers, 1512

;
a Latin

Bible printed at Lyons in 1523-; Commentaries of St. Cyrillus of Alex-

andria, 1520; works of Josephus in German, Strasburg, 1531
;
Durandas

on the Writings of Peter Lombardus, Lyons, 1533
;
Latin Psalter, PariF
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1542; The Philosophy of Plato and Aristotle Compared, by James Car-

pentarius, Paris, 1573. Among interesting books of later date is a copy
of the first edition of the Bible printed in America, published by Carey,
Stewart & Co., Philadelphia, 1790.

There is no printed catalogue of the library, but one in manuscript
arranged according to subjects.

DICKINSON COLLEGE, CARLISLE, PA.

The library was begun shortly after the organization of the college,
in 1783. It has been the slow growth of small purchases, as very lim-

ited funds would from time to time allow, and of individual donations of

books; no single one being large.

The college library now numbers 7,765 volumes. There are two
societies connected with the college, the members of which tax them-

.

selves yearly for the increase of their respective libraries. The library
of the Belles-Lettres Society contains 9,771 volumes; that of the Union

Philosophical Society, 9,967 volumes, making the whole number of books

belonging to the college, 27,503.

In the college library are some rare and valuable works; among them
a complete collection of the Christian Fathers.

There is no printed catalogue. In the ones used the books are classi-

fied under departments, as historical, law, fiction, and are then described

alphabetically.

LAFAYETTE COLLEGE, EASTON, PA.

The library was founded in 1832, by contributions of books from friends

of the college, and it grew slowly by gifts and small purchases. In 1st;."),

on the accession of the present president, Dr. W. C. Cattell, the whole

number of volumes was 2,645. A fee of $1 a term, for the increase of

the library, or in later years of $2 a term, for the library and reading

room, has since been paid by each student, and the matriculation and

graduating fees have also been given in part to the library. The

income from these sources has been expended almost wholly on books

immediately connected with the college studies, so as to Ijuy everything

needed for original investigation in the special direction in which the

professor wishes to push his work. It does not, therefore, add rapidly

to the number of volumes on the catalogue. It now amounts to some-

what more than $2,000 a year.

Grants for the purchase of books are also made from a fund estab-

lished in 1872, by Mr. Benjamin Douglass, to promote the study of

tlu Latin and Greek of Christian authors.

Other important gifts have been made. The largest benefactors are

Rev. David Bishop, who gave his library to the college at it* fouuda.

tion; Hon. T. G. Clemson, who in 1850-'57 gave many valuable scim

tific works in French, among them series of the Annalesdes Mines, of the

r.ulletins of the Geological Society of France, the works of Berzeliua,
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The"nard, and others
;
Mr. Edward Miller, who in 1870 presented 115

volumes on civil engineering ;
Dr. John Curwen, who from 1870-'74 has

presented many valuable works
;
M. Ferdinand Lesseps, 1871, a com-

plete set of the documents connected with his work oit the Suez canal;
the class of 1871, a fund for the purchase of the issues of the Early English
Text Society, the Chaucer Society, and the like

;
Mr. B. Douglass, 1872,

a fund for Christian Latin and Greek, from which about one thousand
dollars have been expended for books

;
Messrs. R. L. & A. Stuart, 1874,

the Antenicene Library; the heirs of Hon. C. F. Ward, his well known
general library and law library, with collections of autographs, engrav-

ings, and rarities, numbering about 11,000 volumes.

The departments in which the library is strongest are Anglo-Saxon,
early and dialectic English, and early French

; (besides a pretty com-

plete collection of Anglo-Saxon works, it has rare serial publications,

such as those of the English Historical Society, the JBlfric Society,

the Philological Society, English, the Percy Society, Early English

Text, Chaucer, and the like
; Haupt's Zeitschrift fur deutsches Alter

thum;) Christian Greek and Latin; American history; chemistry and

mining, and botany. It has complete sets of German and French serials,

such as Dingler's Polytechnisches Journal, 1820 onward; Wagner5
!?

Jahresbericht der Chemischen Techuologie, 1856 onward; Annales de

Chimie et de Physique, 1789 onward
;
Leonhard's Jahrbuch, and IS cues

Jahrbuch der Mineralogie, 1833 onward.

The librarian reported last year the addition of 989 volumes, of which

797 were bought for $2,007. The whole number of volumes is now
about 16,000. Of these about 6,000, the dictionaries, cyclopedias,

historical and scientific serials, and other works of reference or of fre-

quent demand, are displayed in cases in the reading room of the college
;

which is a large hall with a gallery occupying a double story of the

east wing of the South College. These books, with the best papers and

periodicals of this country, England, France, and Germany, are open
to all the members of college daily (Sundays excepted) for consultation

during study hours, and for general reading out of study hours. Ade-

quate provision has not yet been made for the proper display and use

of the rest of the books, which temporarily occupy a room in Pardee

Hall, waiting for a library to be built.

There are two literary societies, the Washington and the Franklin,

the former with 2,100 volumes, the latter with 1,632. There are also

the Brainerd Society, which has a small collection of religious works, and

the Natural History Society, which has a small but valuable working

library. The whole number of volumes in all the libraries of the college

is about 20,000.

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA, PA.

The library of the university dates back to the origin of the institu-

tion as an academy ic 1749, and its incorporation as a college in 1755*
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Its earlier collections were the gifts of its frieuds, especially Rev.
Richard Peters, who presented many works in old English literature

and divinity. Some others bear the autograph of the founder of the

university, Benjamin Franklin.

The next additions seem to have been made during the visit of the
first provost of the university, Dr. Smith, to Great Britain, to sn-uiv

funds for an endowment, in 1751, and comprised a large Dumber of

works of English scholars then living, and a copy of the Baskei ville

edition of Barclay's Apology, presented by the author's son.

The next gift of books came after the Revolution, and from France.

Lafayette, while in America, was greatly interested in the univeisity,
and on his return solicited a gift of books from the King, who sent over

a very considerable number of works on French -history, on natural

history and travels, and the P aris edition of the Byzantine historians.

During a long period the library grew very slowly, and chiefly by the

gifts of authors and frieuds. Since its removal to the ne\v building in

West Philadelphia, it has received tive munificent gifts:

1. The complete and unique collection of works in social science

and political economy, made by the late Stephen Caldwell, author of

The Ways and Means of Payment, and editor of List's National Econ-

omy. This collection contains about 8,000 books and pamphlets, and

covers every important work on or related to the subject in the Eng-

lish, French, and Italian languages, besides many in Spanish and Ger-

man, which had appeared down to the time of his death.

2. The classical, bibliographical, and Sh akspere library of Profess >r

Allen, especially full, select, and valuable in the department of Greek

literature. This was purchased by the alumni and the trustees.

3. The law library of the late Jud ge Bouvier, presented by his fam-

ily, especially rich in works on Roman and French law.

4. The Rogers library of engineering, presented by Prof. Fairmau

Rogers, as a memorial of his father, the late Evan Rogers. Of this

collection, about 1,000 volumes, many of them very costly and mag-
nificent works, have already been procured, and the donor is now com-

pleting it by careful selections.

5. The Tobias Wagner fund, presented by a member of his family

for the creation of a fund to be devoted to the purchase of works on

history and literature. The income from this fund is .*.">'. a year,

and one of the purchases made is the magnificent series of photographs
of antiquities in the British Museum.
The trustees have granted .>,000 to purchase a fitting litei.n\

apparatus for the department of history and Knglish literature, most of

which has been expended under the direction of l>r. Stille, the pioent

provost of the university.
These gilts and purchases have increased the number of volumes in

the library to nearly 20,000.

There are two students' libraries, that of the Philomathean Society.
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and that of the Zelosophic Society; the former iminbering 1,323 vol-

umes, and the latter about one thousand volumes. The library of the

medical department numbers 3,000 volumes; that of the law depart-
ment 250 volumes.

BROWN UNIVERSITY, PROVIDENCE, R. I.

Rhode Island College, now Brown University, was incorporated iu

1764, and was originally established in the town of Warren. In 1770

it was removed to Providence, and, with the exception of a few books

procured iu England through the agency of the Rev. Morgan Edwards,
was at this time destitute of a library. To supply, as far as possible,

this deficiency, the Providence Library Company (believed to have been

established in 1753, and now merged in the Providence Athenaeum)
tendered to the officers and students the free use of their books, a

privilege which was continued several years. Two years later, (1772,)

President Manning wrote concerning the library : "At present we have

but about 250 volumes, and these not well chosen, being such as our

friends could best spare." In the latter part of this year the college

received from the executors of the Rev. Dr. John Gill, of London, all

his published works, together with 52 folio volumes of the Fathers; and

in the following year the Rev. Benjamin Wallin, of London, presented
to the library his published works in 10 volumes; Bunyau's works, 6

volumes, and others. Donations were also received from Rev. Dr.

Steunett, and others.

On the 6th of December, 1776, immediately after the occupation of

Newport by the British troops, the college was disbanded, and the col-

lege building (now University Hall) was, from that time until June,

1782, occupied as a barrack and hospital. During this period the books

were removed for safe keeping to West Wrentham, Mass.

At the re-organization of the college, in theautumn of 1782, the library,

according to President Manning, consisted of " about 500 volumes, most

of which are both very ancient and very useless, as well as very ragged
and unsightly."

In 1783 the liberality of Mr. John Brown, treasurer of the corpora-

tion, added 1,400 volumes to the library. The books were selected by
President Manning and the chancellor, Gov. Stephen Hopkins, and

were purchased in London. A list of these 1,400 volumes, with the

prices, is on file among the college archives. To the bibliographer and

the antiquarian it is a document of special interest. The sum off

200 was at the same time subscribed by other members of the coi

poration, for apparatus.
Mr. Moses Br"own, a brother of John Brown, also at this time iinporte

and presented to the library a number of books illustrative of the prin

ciples of the Friends, to which denomination he was attached. So

of these are now rare and of great value.

During the same year (1784) John Tanner, of Newport, present
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to the library 135 volumes of miscellaneous books, many of which are
now iinportaut, illustrating the early ecclesiastical history of New Eng-
land

;
and in the succeeding year Grauville Sharp, presented sev-

eral of his own publications, together with a set of the works of his

grandfather, Dr. John Sharp, archbishop of York. He subsequently
made other donatious to the library. These gifts so augmented its

treasures that it contained, as appears from the correspondence of

President Manning,
" upward of 2,000 volumes."

During the latter part of this year, also, a donation of 149 vol-

umes, mostly folios and quartos, comprising the works of several of the
Fathers of the Church, and standard works in science, history, literature,

and the classics, was received from the Bristol Education Society in

England, through the agency of the Rev. Dr. Caleb Evans.
In the year 1792 Hon. Nicholas Brown, from whom the university

derives its name, began his princely benefactions to the college by the

gift of $500 for the purchase of a law library.

The Rev. Isaac Backus, of Middleborough, Mass., who died in 1806,

bequeathed to the college a part of his library. The extent or value of

this bequest it is uo\v impossible to determine, as no record was made
of it at the time. Among the books thus presented, however, is one

which deserves particular mention, a copy of Roger Williams's Bloody
Tenent yet more Bloody, being the copy originally presented by Will-

iams to his friend and fellow laborer, Dr. John Clarke. On a blank leat

are the following words in Roger Williams's handwriting:
" For his

honored and beloved Mr. John Clarke, an eminent Witnes of Christ

Jesus ag'st y
e bloodie doctrine of persecution, etc."

In 1815 Mr. Nicholas Brown gave $500 for the purchase of books,
and Mrs. Hope Ives presented a copy of Dobson's edition ot tin- Kneyclo-

p a-dia Britannica.

The next and most important of all the donations to the library was

the legacy in 18L8 of the Rev. William Richards, of Lynn, England,

who, because of the liberal character of Brown University, bequeathed
to it his library , consisting of about 1,300 volumes. This collect ion is

in many respects valuable. It contains a considerable number of Welsh

books; a large collection of works, illustrating the history and an

tiquities of England and Wales; besides two or three hundred bound

volumes of pamphlets, some of them very ancient, rare, and curious.

In 1819 the Rev. Thomas Carlile, of Salem, Mass., an alumnus, pro.

sen ted to the library 103 volumes, mostly quartos, comprising tlie best

editions of the works of the celebrated mathematicians Kuler, Lai-roix,

La grange, Laplace, besides many theological works.

For the next important accession to the library, designated "the sul>

scription of 1825," the college is indebted to the efforts of Mr. Horatio

dates Boweu, librarian from 1824 to 1841. At his irqiieM >e\vrirt

friends subscribed $810. which sum was expended in the puiclia-

books.
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Between the years 1827 and 1843 several ^donations of importance
were received from friends of the university in this country and in

Europe. Within the same period the libraries of the Philophysian and
Franklin Societies, containing together three or font hundred volumes,
were incorporated with the college library.

Hon. Therou Metcalf, of Boston, has, since 1842, presented to the

library 68 volumes of ordination sermons, (without doubt the largest

collection of the kind that has ever been made;) 117 volumes of funeral

sermons arranged in classes
;
23 volumes of centennial discourses, (fur-

nishing
1

rich material for historians and antiquarians;) 12 volumes of

Fourth of July orations, including all delivered before the municipal
authorities of Boston from 1800 to 1860; 5 volumes of discourses on

Washington; and many others. The entire Metcalf collection num-
bers 375 volumes, containing about 10,000 separate pamphlets, many
of them exceedingly rare and valuable. Judge Metcalf has also made
other donations, including his own publications.

In 1843 the sum of $3,000 was raised for the purchase of English
books. In the same year the foundations of a French, German, and
Italian library were laid through the liberality of Mr. John Carter

Brown, and 2,921 bound volumes were purchased, including a complete
set of the Mouiteur Universel, II Vaticano, II Oampidoglio, Museo Bor-

bonico, Musee Franeais, Muse Royal.
In 1844 Mr. Brown presented to the library a set of the Year Books,

from Edward I to Henry VIII, in 10 volumes, folio.

The class of 1821, a quarter of a century after their graduation, raised

a sum of money for the library, with which about 500 volumes were

purchased, mostly from the library of Hon. John Pickering. Among
these is a folio of Plutarch's Lives, in Latin, published at Borne, 1471.

In 1847, through the agency of the Rev. Dr. Samuel (Jsgood and others,

$2,000 were raised among several churches, and expended in the pur-

chase of works relating to patristic literature and the history of the

Reformation.

The Hon. James Tallmadge, of the class of 1798, bequeathed, at his

death in 1853, $1,000 for the improvement of the library.

In 1831, efforts were made to raise, by subscription, a fund for the

library. The whole number of subscribers was 99, the smallest sub-

scription being $10. Nicholas Brown headed the list with $10,000, and

the entire amount raised was $19,437.50. This sum was placed at inter-

est until it amounted to $25,000, and was then invested in a permanent
fund. The first dividend became due in July, 1839, and since that time

the proceeds have been regularly used, according to the design of the

donors,
" to purchase books for the library, and apparatus for the philo-

sophical and chemical departments."
The number of volumes now in the library is about 45,000. It hasj

also a large collection of pamphlets, bound and unbound.
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The members of the corporation and the faculty, all resident gradu-

ates, all donors to the library fund, all donors to the fund for building
Rhode Island Hall, and all donors to the library to the amount of -

residing in Providence, are entitled to the use of the library without

charge. Undergraduates are entitled to the use of the library without

distinction of class, and are charged therefor the sum of $3 a year.
la 1843 a library catalogue was prepared by Professor Chai !

'

Jewett, and printed. It is alphabetical, by authors, and has a copious

analytical index of subjects.

The library at present occupies Manning Hall, built by the Hon
Nicholas Brown at his own cost, and said to be one of the finest spcci.

meiis of Doric architecture in the country. This, however, does not

afford sufficient accommodation for the increased number of books, and

a new building is in progress. The late John Carter Brown bequeathed
to the university $50,000 for a fire-proof building for the library, and an

eligible lot for the purpose. He had, during his life, subscribed $15,000

for the same purpose, the interest ou which now amounts to $7,000.

Plans for the building have been adopted, and the foundation walls

have been laid. The building is to be in the form of a cross, the nave

or intersection of the arms of the cross being about 35 feet square, the

arms of the cross or transepts projecting 28 feet from the nave, and ter.

urinating in octagonal ends, except at the southern end, where is placed

the entrance porch, facing the college green. This arrangement provides
for a fine reading room in the centre, while the bookcases are to be in

the transepts, extending in height three stories. The exterior walls are

to be of brick, with olive stone decorations. The style of architecture

adopted is the Italian Gothic.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COLUMBIA, S. C.

The South Carolina College, now the University of South Carolina,

\vas chartered in 1801, and a library was at onco begun. The first

grant for it was made by the general assembly in 1802, and when the

college opened in 1805, about $3,000, it is estimated, had been paid for

books. In 1813 the board of trustees voted to apply the surplus of the

tuition fund to the increase of the library. During the period from

l.si.'l to 1845 this amounted to $23,757. In 1823 the general assembly

made a grant of $5,000 for the benefit of the library, and in 1S25 voted

an additional 8,1,000 for the same purpose. In 1836 $15,000 were ap-

propriated for a library building and $5,000 for the purchase of books
:

and in 1838 an annual grant of $2,000 was voted for the library. Dur-

ing the period from 1836 to 1853 the grants for the libiaiv by the

general assembly amounted to $43,000, and there was reali/.ed from the

sui plus tuition fund the sum of $19,374, making an aggregate of

*i2,374 in seventeen years. The library has received altogether Irom

State and private sources over $90,000.

Gov. John l)i ay ton, whose message to the general as>. inbly in 1SOI
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is considered the germ of the college, was among the first, if not the

first, to give books to the library. In 1807, he presented his own pub-

lications and a number of other works. In 1841, the general assembly

presented a copy of the American Archives. In 1842. copies of the acts

and resolutions of the assembly from 1790 were presented by order of the

general assembly, and have since been received annually. In 1844,

Gen. James H. Adams and Col. John Lawrence Manning made valua-

ble gifts of books, and the general assembly presented Audubou's Birds.

The number of volumes now in the library is about 27,000, besides

1,000 pamphlets. A literary society, the Clariosophic, connected with

the college, has a library of 1,250 volumes.

The college library contains a large number of rare and valuable

books, and is especially rich in works on Egypt. The first copy of Kos-

sellini's Monument! dell' Egitto e della Nubia, 10 volumes, octavo, brought
to the United States was imported for this library. There are also

many very old volumes, a number of them printed during the sixteenth

century, and some dating as far back as 1480.

The library was built in 1841, and cost more than 823,000.

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT, BUELINGTON, VT.

The library has two funds, the Strong fund, $500, the income of

which is devoted to the purchase of periodicals : and the Wheeler fund,

which amounts to $1,250, and was given for the purchase of works in

English literature.

For many rare and valuable books the library is indebted to the lib-

erality of Prof. Martyn Paine, M.D., of New York. Some of these were

procured by Professor Torrey in Europe. A number have also been

given by alumni and other friends of the college.

Through the agency of Hon. George P. Marsh, United States minis-

ter to Italy, the library has lately received a valuable CDUection of man-

uscripts of the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries. These

consist of one quarto volume of 28 folios, transcribed in 145S, contain-

ing the original Latin text of the statutes of the commune of Carpeneto
in Piedmont, and portions of seventeen other documents on parchment,
two of which are in uncial character; some of the specimens of cursive

character are admirable for neatness and regularity. Several of the

manuscripts are handsomely rubricated; such red ink as appears on

some of them would gladden the eyes of the most fastidious lover of

books
;
even after the lapse of centuries it is more brilliant than any

ink that can be purchased of a modern stationer. The oldest manuscript
whose date is definitely ascertained belongs to the year 1210. Another
is dated 12U7. These documents were presented to the university In

Prof. Guiseppe Ferraro, of Ferrara, who also gave a printed volume

edited and annotated by him, of the Latin text of the statutes contained

in the first named volume. Mr". Marsh, in his note to the librarian
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says :
" Some of these writings possess historical interest, and in a coun-

try where all manuscripts are so rare as in the United States they are
valuable as illustrative of the official language and the chirography of
the centuries in question."

The number of volumes in the library, including a society library of
about 2,500 volumes, is 16,021.

The library building cost $6,000, raised by subscription, mainly in

Burlington.

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA.

This library contains 40,000 volumes, of which there is no printed

catalogue.

The original catalogue of the library was prepared by the founder
of the university, Thomas Jefferson. His classification of books was
based on Lord Bacon's division of knowledge, and the plan was con-

tinued as long as he lived. This catalogue is preserved in the library,
and from it is copied the following explanation of Mr. Jefferson's views
in preparing it :

1. Great standard works of established reputation, too voluminous and too expen-
sive for private libraries, should have a place in every public library for the free resort

of individuals.

2. Not merely the best books in their respective branches of science should be se-

lected, but such as were deemed good in their day, and which consequently furnish a

history of the advance of science.

3. The opera ouinia of writers on various subjects are sometimes placed in that chap-
ter of the catalogue to which their principal work belongs, and sometimes referred to

the polygraph ical chapter.
4. In some cases, besides the opera omuia, a detached tract has also been placed in

its proper chapter, on account of editorial or other merit.

5. Books in very rare languages are considered here as specimens of language only,

and are placed in the chapter of philology, without regard to their subject.

C. Of the classical authors several editions are often set down, on account of some

peculiar merit in each.

7. Translations are occasio nally noted, on account of peculiar merit, or of difficulties

of their originals.

8. Indifferent books are sometimes inserted because none good are known on the

same subject.

!). Nothing of mere amusement should lumber a public library.

10. The octavo form is generally preferred for the convenience with which it is han-

dled, .-iiul the compactness and symmetry of arrangement on the shelves of the library.

11. Some chapters are defective for want of a more familiar know ledgeof tlieirsnliject

in the compiler, others from schisms in the science they relate to. In medicine, r. g.,

the changes which have necessarily prevailed from the age of Hippocrates to the pres-

ent day, have, produced distinct schools acting on dill. Tent hypotheses, and headed ly

respected names, such as Stahl, Boerhave, Sydeuham. Hoffman, Cullen, ami our own

Dr. Rush, whose depletive and mercurial systems have tunned a Mhool, or perhapl

revived that which arose on Harvey's discovery of tin- circulation of the M...H!. In

religion, divided as it is into multifarious creeds, dilVeijig in their basis, and more or

less in their superstructure, such moral works have been chielly i
- may be

approved by all, omitting what is controversial and merely sectarian. Metaphysics

have been incorporated with ethics, and little extension given to them, for while some
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attention may be usefully bestowed ou the operations of thought, prolonged investiga-
tions of a faculty unamenable to the test of our senses, is an expense of time too un-

profitable to be worthy of indulgence. Geology, too, has been merged in mineralogy,
which may properly embrace what is useful in this science; that is to say, a knowledge
of the general stratification, collocation and sequence of diffurent species of rocks and

other mineral substances, while it takes no cognizance of theories for the self generation
of the universe, or the particular revolutions of our own globe, by the agency of water,

fire, or other agents, subordinate to the fiats of the Creator.

From the opening of the university in 1825, to June, 1875, over 10,000
volumes were received by gift. The largest donors were President Mad-

ison, who left a legacy of 2,500 volumes and $1,50!) in money, and Chris-

tian Bohn, of Richmond, Va., who in 1838 left a legacy of 4,00i) volumes

and 1,500 engravings. A. A. Low, of New York, gave, 1868-'70, $1,000,

and Thomas Gordon, of New York, 1870, $500.

WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY, LEXINGTON, VA.

The library of the university was gradually increased, chiefly by pur-

chases, from the time of its first organization as Washington College,
until the beginning of the late war, and the number of volumes was
then about 5,000. During 1864, the books were, to a great extent,

destroyed or carried off. Much has since been done to restore the

library, chiefly in the form of donations, though occasional purchases
have been made.

Each student, ou entering the university, pays a matriculation fee of

$5, which entitles him to the constant use of the library. The fund thus

derived is devoted to the purchase of books.

The principal donations received are as follows: 1872, W. W. Cor-

coran, of Washington, D. C., 4,01)0 volumes, comprising the entire library

of the late N. P. Howard, of Richmond, Va., and considered one of the

best collections of classical works south of the Potomac; 1874, Dr. W.
N. Mercer, of New Orleans, La., 1,000 volumes miscellaneous works;
several publishing houses, of London, England, 300 volumes

;
Moncure

Robesou, of Philadelphia, Pa., 250 volumes, chiefly scientific works;
Hon. J. Randolph Tucker, of Virginia, 130 volumes of law books

;
Hon.

Vincent L. Bradford, of Pennsylvania, 25 volumes of law books. Smaller

gifts have from time to time been made by various friends of the uni-

versity.

The Graham-Lee Society, established 1809, has a library of 2,500 vol-

umes, and the Washington Literary Society, established 1812, has a

library of 2,500 volumes.

A manuscript catalogue is now in use, but this will shortly be printed.

The growth of the library already demands enlarged accommodations,
which will be provided in due time.

The number of volumes now in the library is about 11,000.
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III. STATISTICS OF SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL COLLEGE
LIBRARIES.

For statistics of all college libraries reported, reference is made to

the general table at the end of the volume.

[The totals in the fourth column embrace the libraries of all departments; the blanks in the fifth col-

umn indicate that the question was not answered
;
the word "none," in the same column, that no

society libraries exist.]

Place. Name.
o

i .

'

J 8 *>

1 1!

California Oakland

Santa Clara

Connecticut Hartford

Middletown

New Haven

Dist. of Columbia.. Georgetown

Georgia Athens

Illinois ..Chicago

Chicago

Evanston

Indiana Crawfordsville. . .

Greencastle

Notre Dame
Iowa Iowa City

Kentucky Lexington

Louisiana Baton Rouge
Maine Brunswick

Lewiston

Waterville

Maryland Emmittsburgh...

Massachusetts Amherst

Cambridge
Modford

Wellesley

Williamstown

Worcester

Michigan Ann Arbor

Minnesota Minneapolis

Mississippi Oxford

Missouri Columbia

St. Louis

St. Louis

Now Hampshire . . . Hanover

New Jersey .New Brunswick .

Princeton

New York Clinton

Geneva

Hamilton

Ithaca

New York...

University of California

Santa Clara pollege

Trinity College

Wesleyan University

Yale College

Georgetown College

University of the State of Georgia.

Chicago University

St. Ignatius College

Northwestern University

Wabash College

Indiana Asbury University

University of Notre Dnme du Lac

Iowa State University

Kentucky University

Louisiana State University

Bowdoiu College

Bates College

Colby University

Mt. St. Mary's College

Amherst College

Harvard College

Tufts College

Wellesley College

Williams College

College of the Holy Cross

University of Michigan

University of M innesota

University of Mississippi

University of Missouri

College of the Christian Brothers

St. Louis University

Dartmouth College

Rutgers College

College of New Jersey

Hamilton College

Hobart College

Madison University

Cornell University

College of St. Francis Xavler ....

1861)

1851

1624

1833

1700

1791

1831

1657

1870

1836

1633

1837

1843

1860

1858

1860

1802

I-.-,!'

1813

1808

1831

LOG

1854

1875

1793

1843

1841

!-<'

1848

1840

I-MI

18*9

1770

1770

IT.',-.

1019

1894

1847

13,600

10,000

15,000

26,000

95, 200

38,000

21,600

18,000

9,000

33, 0..0

10,482

10,000

10,000

8,833

10,845

15,000

22, 7fiO

i;.
-""

11,100

7,000

30, 406

212,050

16,000

10,000

17,500

11,000

27,500

10,000

6.1*9

11.000

17.000

85,550

6.DI4

89,500

2S.OOU

13,000

10.00.)

3D, 000

91, 000

None.

None.

19,000

i M
6, tOO

None.

4,000

1060

13,100

1,600

3,000

1 ' -

-
I-''.

15,600

10,000

1,000

900

None

2,100

2,400

H. 000

87,000

i.
-''

:

3.000

Xonr.
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Place.



CHAPTER IV.

THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

I. BY A LIBRARIAN.
H.-BY PROF. JOHN S. SUMNER, S. J.

I. PCTBLIC THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES IN THE UNITED
STATES.

THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES USUALLY CONNECTED WITH DIVINITY SCHOOLS OF RECENT
ORIGIN SOURCES OF COLLECTIONS ADVANTAGES GROWTH WITHIN THK CEN-
TURYSIMILAR COLLECTIONS IN EUROPE NEED OF ENCOURAGING AND MAIN-
TAINING THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES SIGNS OK AN AWAKENED INTEREST.

In treating of public theological libraries in the United States, it is

to be remarked that these are generally the libraries of theological-
seminaries. There are a few exceptions to this statement. Thus, the

General Theological Library in Boston is an independent institution.

It was established in the year I860, with the design of forming a col-

lection of all works pertaining to theology and religious knowledge.
It now contains more than 12,000 volumes, and is sustained with an

encouraging degree of liberality by parties belonging to various churches

and denominations. A library of a similar character which was begun
in Cincinnati has been merged in the Public Library of that city. The

Library of the American Congregational Association, in Boston, might
be named as another exception; although, its scope being chiefly denom-

inational and historical, there may be a question whether its place is

properly found in the class of theological libraries. It is, however, a

library of great importance in relation to the religious history of New
England, and embraces a very valuable collection of works written by
the founders of the New England churches, or recording and illustrating

the Puritan history. It now contains about 22,000 volumes and more
than 80,000 pamphlets. Probably there are a few other denominational

libraries of a similar type. But with these exceptions we know of no

theological libraries in this country which are not connected with some

institution for the education of the ministry.
1

'It may be said that we should include among theological libraries certain imiall

libraries belonging to some of our churches, intended especially for the use of tin-

pastor of the church. But thes'e have hardly as yet obtained a place among public

libraries such as we are now considering. One of the older and most important of

these is the Prince Library, so called from the Rev. Thomas Prince, by whom it was

bequeathed in 1758 to the Old South Church in Boston, of which ho was the pawtor. It

is now deposited in the Public Library of that city. It comprises nearly 2,000 vol-

umes, partly theological, and largely relating to the civil and religious history of Nw
127
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It
:

s to be remembered that a portion, perhaps one-third or more,
of our schools for theological training are not separate institutions,

but simply the theological departments of colleges or universities.

This is true of the Yale Theological Seminary and of the Cambridge
Divinity School. There will naturally be a difference of character be-

t\veeu the library of such a seminary and that of one which has an in-

dependent foundation, especially if the latter is isolated, either by
its location or by other causes, from public libraries of a general char-

acter. Thus, in the institutions just mentioned, the librafies of Yale

College and of Harvard College afford for the use of the theological

students a sufficient supply of works in general literature, and even a

large number of theological books. Hence the libraries of these schools

will be likely to continue, for many years at least, much smaller than

others of equal age. And while the theological department of the col-

lege will be likely to confine its collections chiefly to strictly theological

literature, it will be necessary for the isolated theological seminary to

provide a large supply of books in almost all departments of litera-

.ture books which may aid in the education not merely of the minister

but of the man. The majority therefore of theological libraries are by
no means exclusively theological. They are general libraries with a

great theological preponderance. This will account in a measure for the

fact that they are usually so much larger than law and medical libraries.

These latter are confined more exclu sively to the specific literature of

law and medicine. The broader relation s of theology, reaching out into

every department of thought and life, make it requisite that a library of

theology embrace a wider range of books than is needed in the study of

the other professions.

Our theological libraries are of comparatively recent origin. Not one

of them is a hundred years old. Only two are known to have been

begun before the end of the eighteenth century. One of these is the

Library of St. Mary's Theological Seminary of St. Sulpice, in Balti-

more, Md., which was founded in 1791 by the Catholic congregation of

the Sulpitiaus. This, which now contains 15,000 volumes, appears to

have been our first theological library. The second was the library of

the seminary under the charge of the learned and pious John Ander-

son, D.D. He was appointed professor of theology by the Associate

Presbytery of Pennsylvania in 1794, and the seminary under his care

was established at Service Creek, Beaver County, Pa. Here a small

building of logs was erected for the accommodation of the students,

and a library was collected, comprising about 800 volumes of rare and

valuable works. This seminary, after passing through various changes
and one or more periods of temporary suspension, has, since 1855, been

at Xeuia, Ohio, and since 1859 has been under the management of the

England. Among church libraries of recent date, there is one of special value, con-

taining 3,r>00 volumes, connected with the First Congregational Church in North Brook-

rield, Mass. It was founded in 1859 by the Hon. William Appleton, of Boston, whose

father was the second pastor of the church.
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United Presbyterian Church. Its library, (which has been known as "The
Library of the Associate Synod,") although now one of the smaller ones
on our list, includes the collection, for that period a large and valuable

one, wlftch was first brought together at Service Creek. 1 Two other

seminaries for the education of ministers are known to have been estab-

lished at a still earlier period, that of the Rev. John Smith, D.D., under
the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania, in 1778, which was continued

for a few years only ;
and the one at first under the charge of the Rev.

John H. Livingston, D.D., which is now the Theological Seminary of

the Reformed (Dutch) Church at New Brunswick, N. J. This school

went into operation in New York in 1784, by the appointment of Dr. Liv-

ingston as professor of theology, and was removed to New Brunswick

in 1810. But we find no evidence of any library connected with the

former of these two seminaries, and that of the latter was not begun
until a much later period.

2 To the end of the eighteenth century there

i.s no account of any other theological libraries in this country besides

the two which have been named, that of the seminary of St. Sulpice

in Baltimore, founded in 1791, and that of Dr. Anderson's seminary, at

Service Qreek, Pa., in 1794.

Within the first quarter of the present century, however, the work of

collecting such libraries was fairly under way. Of those which at the

present time number, each, about; 10,000 volumes or more, the fol-

lowing nine libraries were established during this period: The library

at Andover, Mass., in 1808
;
at Bangor, Me., in 18JO; at Auburn, N. Y.,

in 1821; in New York City, (General Theological Seminary,) in ISi'l;

near Alexandria, Va., in 1823; and at Cambridge, Mass., Hampdt-n-

Sidney, Va., Lancaster, Pa,, and Newton, Mass., in 1825. The oldest of

these nine libraries is, however, about four years younger than the

one collected through the efforts of the Rev. John M. Mason, D. 1)., of

Now York, for the theological school founded by him in 1804, and of

which the seminary in Newburgh, N.Y., now under the direction of the

United Presbyterian Church, is the continuation. This library contains

now somewhat over 3,500 volumes. It deserves to be mentioned, both

as a monument of the zeal and wisdom of its distinguished founder, and

because it Js the first of the public theological libraries established in

this country in the present century.

'The right to the possession of this library is, however, at tin- pre.xent time

dispute, owing to claims instituted by a remnant of the Associate Church, after the

union in 1858 which resulted in the formation of tfae United Presbyterian Church out

of the Associate and Associate Reformed Churches. Pending tliis legal pr.v.-*-.. the

library has been withdrawn from Xeniu and now remains at Pittsburgh, lud.

J The New Brunswick Seminary, although founded in 17-1. a-id united tempo-

rarily with Queen's (now Rutgers) College in 1810, does not appear to have had -niy

library of its own distinct from the college library until after tin- year !<.' .
when

the Peter Hertxog Theological Hall was built. The theological portion of tin- -ollejj

library was then removed into this now building, and the foundation win laid l.-r the

present seminary library, which noxv numbers more than '20,000 volumes, and is pro

vided with funds for very large increase.

9E
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Besides the theological seminaries which have now been alluded to,

eight other seminaries and theological departments of colleges were

organized during the first quarter of this century, making in all twenty-
one institutions for theological training in existence as early as the year
1825. In 1838 there were from forty to forty-five of these seminaries in

the country. At the present time there are from one hundred and

twenty to one hundred and fifty. The largest number of volumes in any
one of the theological libraries existing in 1838 was 13,000. Now there

are two, (one of them not founded until 1837,) each of which num-

bers more than 30,000 volumes
;
three others which exceed 20,000, and

eight more of 15,000 or upwards. In 1838 the aggregate number of

volumes in all, our theological libraries was not more than about 100,000.

Now it is between five and six hundred thousand. These figures will

serve to show that our theological libraries, in respect both to their

number and size, have shared in the general growth of the nation, es-

pecially during the latter half of the century just closed. At the same
time it will be seen how very recent is the greater part of this progress,

two-thirds of these libraries having been founded during the past thirty-

seven years, and four-fifths of the books they contain having been col-

lected within the same period.

The recent origin of our theological libraries does not of course

imply that before their establishment we were destitute of any collec-

tions of theological literature. We were not without an educated min-

istry, even before the founding of our theological seminaries. The

truth is that formerly a great part of theological as well as classical

education was obtained in the college. A prominent design in the

founding of our colleges was to provide the means for furnishing the

land with an educated clergy. In some of our oldest colleges this was

declared to be the leading end in view. Both Harvard and Yale were

essentially, although not exclusively, theological seminaries. The same

was true of Queen's College, in New Brunswick, N. J., which was char-

tered in 1770 for the express purpose of preparing young men for the

ministry. Hence it is not strange that the shelves of our college

libraries were largely occupied by theological works. In fact it may
be questioned whether, even from the first settlement of our country.

we have been better supplied with books in any department than in the

theological. And at the present day, notwithstanding the large number
of distinctively theological libraries, the department of sacred litera

ture is by no means excluded from the college library. Some of our other

public libraries, also, which embrace all departments of literature, \M\\

special attention to the acquisition of theological works. Among these

should be mentioned pre eminently the Astor Library in New York and

the Pubfcc Library of Boston. The superintendent of the latter was

able a few years since to affirm that "one of its strongest departments
is that of theology and the cognate subjects." Still, there can be no

question of the immense gain to the cause of theology which has corno
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from, the formation of libraries specially devoted to that science. And
there is a peculiar advantage in their connection with seminaries. By
this means our first theological scholars are engaged for the work. They
are the persons best qualified to make wise selections. The daily neces-
sities of their employment, that of scientific instructors in theology,

give them a living, personal interest in the acquisition of books, and
insure the utmost care and combined endeavor for the systematic and

proportionate building up of these libraries. The good result has been
seen in the growth which we are able to record. The treasures of

theological lore from Europe and the East have been flowing into our

country more and more copiously during the past fifty years; and we
hear of the agents of American theological schools as among the most

vigilant and eager frequenters of the book marts of the Old World. lint

it was still possible for a distinguished professor to say, even less than

ten years ago :

The investigations of our theological students are checked by tbe \rant of bonks.

Among the difficult themes pertaining to the history of tbe church, or to the history
of doctrines, or to the various methods of explainiag difficult scriptures, there is prob-

ably not one which can be investigated as it needs to be in this land.

There has, however, been real progress, and although our deficiencies

are still exceedingly great, yet the enterprising spirit in this direc-

tion which prevails in our schools is rapidly removing the reproach
which has so long rested upon them, and is making their libraries more

and more the fountains of original information in the various depart-

ments of theology, and so rendering it less essential for the earnest

student to. expend time and money in visits to the more thoroughly
furnished libraries of Europe.

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIONS.

The sources from which our theological collections have been derived, as

well as the means by which they have grown up, are detailed with more

or less minuteness iii the subjoined accounts; and the record will be found

an interesting one. One source of large accessions has been through

the donation or purchase of the libraries of deceased clergymen. This

is a means of growth which is of especial advantage to a young institu-

tion
;
and it is not to be undervalued also by older and larger lihrai !>,

provided the privilege be allowed the librarian of disposing of sin-h por-

tions of the collection as would bring upon the shelves useless duplir

or obsolete editions. Very many choice and rare books have been received

from this source. The God inan Library, bequeathed by its collector to

Andover Seminary, was a valuable accession of this kind: so at Princeton,

the libraries of Dr. Joseph Addison Alexander and ot Dr. John M. Krel.s:

at. Gettysburg!), the library of Dr. Krauth ;
at Laoc Sr MIII.UX. oi KYv.

Thornton A. Mills, D. D
;
at Gharleston, S. C., of Kav. Tlimn is S..IN tli.

D. D.
;
at Drew Seminary, of Rev. John McClintock. D. D : at < Ihkfl

of Rev. George B. Ide, D. D. But accessions of a similar kind from
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beyond the sea have been of yet greater importance in imparting

strength and richness to our collections. Several of our seminaries

have been so fortunate as to obtain possession of the large and valuable

collections of some of the most distinguished theologians of Germany
who have passed away within the last thirty years. The library of

the Catholic theologian, Dr. Leauder Van Ess, professor at the Uni-

versity of Marburg, was purchased for the Union Seminary, in New
York City. It "comprised about 20,000 volumes, and is especially

rich in early editions of the Bible, of the Fathers, and of early the-

ological writers." Among its treasures is a very rare collection of

the pamphlets and writings of the Reformation, which was formerly

among the closely guarded possessions of the Monastery of St. Mary,
in Westphalia. The library of Dr. Neander, of Berlin, consisting

of about 4,000 volumes, was obtained by the Baptist Seminary at

Eochester, N.Y. That of Neander's successor, Dr. Niedner, also emi-

nent in the department of ecclesiastical history, has added about the

same number of volumes to the shelves of Audover. Dr. Friedrich

Lticke, of Gottingen, also left a library of more than 4,000 volumes,

which, through the beneficence of friends of the institution, was se-

cured for the Cambridge Divinity School. And, more recently, the

libraries of Dr. Gieseler, of Gofctingen, and of Dr. Hengstenberg, of

Berlin, have found their way to Chicago, the former being now at the

Congregational Seminary of that city, and the latter, of about 10,000

volumes, constituting the larger portion of the library of the Baptist

Theological Seminary.
The fame of the original possessor of such collections gives them a

value even apart from the intrinsic worth of the books themselves.

And often they contain single works, or groups of publications, so rare

that it would be impossible to procure them from any other source,

and whose money value it would be difficult to estimate. In general, such

an acquisition, provided it is made after due examination, and not solely

on the strength of the owner's great name, is a prize worth having. Yet

it is a gratification to know that our libraries are not exclusively, or

mainly, built up by the accession of whole private libraries, even of the

great German scholars. For it is evidently desirable that the selection

of the books which are to make up the substance of a library should rest

mainly upon the judgment of the learned men especially intrusted with

the work of theological instruction. In a very good degree this appears
to have been the method in American libraries. So that what was said

of one of them twenty-five years ago, may be truly said of others also:

It is a selected library, and not a chance accumulation of volumes rejected from the

shelves of a multitude of donors. Profound theological learning, thorough bibliographi-

cal knowledge and skill, have for the most part presided over the formation and

arrangement.

It would of course be wrong to conclude from the small size of certain

libraries, as given in the tables, that these are of less value for the

uses of theological study than some others which have a much larger
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number of volumes. Thus the Bticknell Library, at Crozer Theological
Seminary, is one of rare value, selected with extraordinary judgment,
although numbering as yet not more than 8,000 volumes; and the

Divinity School of Yale College reports only about 2,000 volumes on its

own separate shelves, but the collection is one admirably chosen, and
comprises the best and most recent books to meet the demands of

theological students.

One advantage of distinctively theological libraries, especially as
connected with schools for ministerial education, is seen in their rela

tion to the denominational divisions of the Christian world. A general

library, or even a general theological library, might be in danger of

omitting to supply in sufficient fulness the works relating to any one
branch of the Christian church. But now each of the leading denomina-
tions supports its own schools for the education of its clergy, and each

of these schools has its library. These libraries, therefore, are under

special obligation to collect and preserve all those documents which

make up the literature and detail the history of their respective
churches. By this means it may be expected that the history of the

diverse and opposing phases of religious thought, and of all sections of

the church, will be preserved and transmitted to future times with the

greatest possible fidelity and completeness.
There are reported twenty-four libraries which contain from 10,000

to 34,000 volumes; and these twenty-four libraries belong to ten dif-

ferent denominations. Three are Baptist, two Catholic, two Congre-a

gational, three Episcopal, one Lutheran, two Methodist, seven Presbyte-

rian, one Reformed (Dutch), one Reformed (German), and two Unitarian.

And if we include those libraries which contain less than 10,00(1 volume-',

the list of different denominations to which they belong is extended to tit-

teen or sixteen. The building up of libraries is certainly a work in which

the various sects may most profitably vie with each other. The vigor

with which they have entered upon it promises great results, and tin-

liberal spirit which appears to prevail in the composition of their libra-

ries is worthy of all praise.

EUROPEAN THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES.

The public theological libraries in Europe have not, as a general thing,

attained a size sufficient to give them prominence in published acromu>.

In London, there are two instances of important libraries which, although

not. exclusively theological, may be considered as in some sense Itelon-

ing to the same class with our General Theological Library in Boston.

One of these is the Sion College Library, founded in 1G31 for the use of

the clergy of the Established Church, and containing perhap

volumes. The other is the Dr. Williams Library, intended more par

ticularly for the use of the dissenting clergy, which as opened in 17'_".

and contains now more than L'0,000 volumes. On the Continent

there an* libraries holding a somewhat similar position, which are know n
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under the name of preachers' libraries, or ministerial libraries, or as

libraries of particular religions communions. These are generally of

moderate size. In Neuebatel, Switzerland, there is on-e of "these, a
"
library for pastors and ministers," founded by the reformer Farel, in

1538, which contains about 8,000 volumes. And in Preetz, in the

province of Schleswig-Elolstein, is a preachers' library of about 10,000
volumes. These are among the largest mentioned.

The arch iepiscopal libraries may be named in this connection. Among
the principal of those in England is that at Lambeth Palace, in London,
founded in 1G10 by George Bancroft, archbishop of Canterbury, and con-

taining some 27,000 volumes of printed books besides a rich collection

of manuscripts. On the Continent we find an archiepiseopal library at

Erlau, in Hungary, founded in the second halt' of the eighteenth cen-

tury, which has about 35,000 volumes, including 250 manuscripts and

nearly 300 incunabula. In the same rank may be classed the various

cathedral libraries, ranging in the number of volumes from. 2,000 or

less to 15,000.

There are also "Parochial" or "Church Libraries," existing in Great

Britain and on the Continent. In England we find them numbering

3,000 and 4,000 volumes. Their origin in that country dates from the

year 1537, at which time the royal injunction was issued that " a book

. of the whole Bible of the largest volume in English
" should be pro-

vided and set up in some convenient place within the church,
" where

the parishioners may the most commodiously resort to the same and

read it." On the Continent a much larger church library is found at

Halle, called the Marian Library, because connected with the Church
of St. Mary. It was founded in 1502, and contains now nearly 20,000

volumes, among which theology holds the principal place.

Specially worthy of mention, also, are the monastic libraries of the

Old World, a large number of which still exist, although a great many
have been scattered, in consequence of the suppression and destruction

of convents, and their treasures absorbed in other libraries. A notable

example of monastic libraries is that of the Benedictines at Monte Cas-

sino, in Italy, which contains about 20,000 volumes, including
1 some 800

volumes of manuscripts. There are similar Benedictine libraries at St.

Gall, in Switzerland, of about 40,000 volumes
;
at Fulda, in Prussia, of

50,000 volumes, founded by Charlemagne; and at Kremsmiinster, in

Austria, of 50,000, besides 589 volumes of incunabula and 528 volumes

of manuscripts.
In all these various classes of the more distinctively religious libraries,

and not less in the larger general libraries of cities and universities,

have been stored immense and most precious treasures of theological

literature, amongthem rarest printed books of the fifteenth century, and

piles of venerable manuscripts. In view of these accumulations, which

have been growing for centuries, we need not be ashamed to acknowl-



Theological
'

Libraries. 1 35

edge that the theological wealth of our libraries is still comparatively
small, especially in the rarer curiosities of literature

; although Amer-
ican shelves are not wholly without specimens even of tin

But our comparison must be chieiy with the libraries of theological
schools. In EYigland we are not to look for separate libraries of this kind
in connection with the Established Church, as the clergy of that chun-U
do not generally have their professional training in separate schools.

but as a part of their university course, or else in private. The same may
be said of the Established Church of Scotland. Theology is of conr.-e

one of the leading departments in the university libraries ; and at the Uni-

versity of Edinburgh there is an instance of a special theological library,

in addition to the public library of the university. It was founded by
Dr. George Campbell about the end of the seventeenth century, and

comprises now upwards of 5,000 volumes. It is chiefly or entirely

among the dissenting and the Catholic churches in Great Britain that

we find separate schools for the training of the clergy. These theologi-

cal colleges all aim at the creation of good libraries. The course of

study in some of them includes, it is true, academical as well as theo-

logical instruction, yet the libraries even of these probably do not differ

essentially in character from our own, and have a preponderance of

theological books. And as in their origin these seminaries, at least

the Protestant ones, are generally not older than ours, so in the size of

their libraries they do not go beyond, even if they equal our own.

On the Continent there are similar theological schools, both under

Catholic and Protestant management, and some of them of ancient date.

In Tubingen, the Seminary of Evangelical Theology, founded in l.V>7.

has a library containing from 20,000 to 25.000 volumes. There is also

in the same place the Wilhelms Stit't Library, of perhaps 20,000 vol-

umes, 10,000 of which are theological. In Strasbourg, the library of the

Catholic seminary has about 30,000 volumes. In Cologne, in connec-

tion with the Archiepiscopal Priests' Seminary, there is a library of

about 20,000 volumes, founded in the seventeenth century. In Amster-

dam we find libraries belonging to the various religious bodies, said to

be chiefly composed of their respective denominational literature

Among these is one, nearly two hundred years old, consisting of per-

haps 10,000 volumes, which is connected with the Seminary of the Ana-

baptist or Mennonite Congregation. Of more recently established theo-

logical seminaries, there is one at Wittenberg, founded in is; 7, \\hich

has a library of from 10,000 to 20,000 volumes and 100 manuscripts.

As a result of our comparison, which is necessarily an impcriect one,

it would appear that in respect to numerical contents, whatever may

be trne as to the comparative value of those contents, the libraries ot

theological schools abroad do not surpass our own. This in tlieca-e

of some of them, is doubtless to be accounted for by their pro\imii.\ to

the great university libraries which are equally accessible to the theo-

logical students; s, for example, iu Tiibingen, where the university has

a library of 280,000 volumes.
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NEED OF LIBRARIES IN SEMINARIES.

ft is hardly necessary to say anything to prove the importance of a

library to the theological seminary. It has been rightly termed the
" heart" of such an institution. And these libraries deserve to be sus-

tained and enlarged with reference to other and broader demands than

simply the immediate requirements of the schools to which they belong.

They should be made centres of theological science for the whole com-

munity. It is right that the student in this highest of all sciences, who
is currying his researches far beyond ordinary limits of investigation,

should resort to these libraries with the expectation of finding in them

all the helps which the learning of the world can furnish, at least within

the acknowledged bounds of theological thought. And indeed no theo-

logical seminary is complete, for the uses even of its pupils and pro-

fessors, if it does not include within its alcoves many works, especially

the large and costly books of reference, which lie outside the circle of

theology. To be prepared for the various exigencies which from time to

time arise in the history of the church and of religion; for the great

tasks which force themselves on our theological scholars once it may
he in thsee centuries, (as," for example, in the work now going on for

the revision of our English Bible;) for such demands, as well as for

the more common requirements of the faithful student, there is need

of a liberal policy in our outlay for theological libraries. And this will

prove in the end the true economy. If the library, which is the store-

house of the Christian scholar, is left unreplenished, the evil result

will sooner or later be felt in the parish and in the church.

LIBRARY FUNDS NEEDED.

It may be allowable for us in passing to allude to the necessity of

larger provision for the care and management of our theological libraries.

This includes ot course the preparation of catalogues ;
and it has been

truly said, "In the economy of libraries there is nothing more impor-

tant than the character of their catalogues. A poor library with a good

catalogue will often be of more utility to the student than a rich library

with a bad or carelessly compiled one." The libraries of our theological

seminaries are so peculiarly dependent on the voluntary benefactions of

the patrons of Christian learning, that there is special need of calling

attention to this point. For there is reason to fear that these libraries have

suffered from the want of adequate endowments in no particular more

seriously than in this. It would seem to have been taken for granted
that the books need only to be bought and placed upon the shelves, and

that thenceforward they will not only take care of themselves, but will

also, like the tiowers by the roadside, yield their sweetness spontaneously
to the passer by. Nothing is more noticeable in the reports from the

various libraries than the statements of the very small annual ex-

penditure for the librarian's salary or for the care of the books. Out

theological libraries may be emphatically said iu this respect to be
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cheaply conducted. There is not one of the larger ones which is provided
with an adequate working force. Probably not more than one has a
librarian who is expected to give his whole time to its supervision-
Too often the leisure hours or half-hours of the busy professor, aided
it may be by the intermittent half paid assistance of some student, are

all that is afforded for this purpose. It would not be far from the truth

to say that any theological library of 20,000 volumes, which is growing
as such a library may be fairly supposed to grow, is defrauded of its

due care, and the iwstitution to which it belongs is suffering from the

injustice, unless it is allowed the undivided services of at least one edu-

cated person.

There have been of late years cheering signs of a new interest in onr

theological libraries on the part of men of wealth. The subjoined re-

ports make mention of several munificent gifts. We trust that these

examples will be imitated by the friends of libraries which have been

less favored. The excitement of a generous impulse in this direction

would be one of the best results of statistics such as are presented
in this Keport. And, while providing funds for the purchase of books

and for fire proof buildings to contain them, it is to be hoped that tin-so

friends will extend their generosity to the equally urgent need to which

we have now referred, the support of librarians and assistants, without

whose labors the books which are supplied cannot accomplish one-half

of their appointed work.

II. CATHOLIC LIBRARIES.

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OK CATHOLIC MURMURS VALUABLE COLLECTIONS IN THE-

OLOGICAL SCHOOLS GROWING COLLECTIONS CATHOLIC PUIH.K \i I--N-.

In treating of Catholic libraries for a publication which can necessa-

rily give but limited space to each contributor, it will not be possible to

do more than give a general idea of their scope. A Catholic library dif-

fers from no other library except in the greater accumulation of matter

illustrative of Catholic dogma and practice, or its larger collection of

Catholic literature, especially in the departments of history and biogra-

phy. All learning is welcome to the shelves of Catholic libraries, and

nothing is excluded from them that should not equally be excluded from

any reputable collection of books. Nor will even anti-Catholic \\oiks be

found wanting to them, at least such as possess any force or origi-

nality. The history of the church being so interwoven with that of the

world since the days of Augustus Caesar, there is no period which is not

redolent of her action, and consequently no history which dors not have

to treat of her, either approvingly or the reverse. In reg ml to general

literature, she preserved, during the long period of social and political

disorder which followed the breaking up of the Roman Kmpiiv. all th.it

has come down to us from classic sources, and then-tore works of this

character can be no strangers to shelves of Catholic libraries. Still less
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can the Sacred Scriptures be, which Catholic hands collected, authenti-j

cated, and handed down for the use ot the men of our time. Nor will the

sciences be overlooked by ecclesiastics in forming their libraries, tor in

past ages it was the care of their brethren, with such limited facilities

as were at their command, and in days inauspicious for scientific inves-

tigation, to cultivate them.

Still the character of Catholic libraries changes with the circum-

stances under which the books are brought together. And here it is

necessary to go a little into detail, outside of the libraries themselves,

in order to illustrate these circumstances. We will first speak of theo-

logical schools, and under this designation include not only the semina-

ries under the control and patronage of one or more bishops, for the

education of their subjects for the secular priesthood, but the houses of

study, or scholasticates, under the direction of the several religious orders

for the education of their own members. Of course in libraries of this

class a larger proportion of works on theology will be found than iu

other Catholic libraries. Indeed, the statistics in this volume will prob-

ably show that but .few Catholic libraries of any extent exist in this

country, except those attached to theological schools. Even that at

Georgetown, where this paper is prepared, owes the great number of its

works of this class to the fact that it was for many years a school of

theology as well as of letters.

In all theological collections, the Bible, both the Old and New Testa-

ments, must, as the principal authority iu theological teaching, whether

of doctrine or morals, hold the prominent place. Commentaries and ex-

positions in abundance will be found iu juxtaposition with the Bibles

themselves. For the use of the professors, who are generally graduates
of the best theological schools of Europe, if not for the use of some
of the students themselves, versions of the Scriptures in the various

Oriental languages will be needed.

Next in authoritative rank come the Fathers and Doctors of the Church,
from those who received instruction from the apostles themselves and

committed their doctrine to writing, down to almost our own day ; for St.

Alphousus Liguori, the latest on whom the Holy See has conferred .the

title of Doctor of the Universal Church, died only in the latter part of

the last century, and his authority is that which is principally followed

iu the treatment of moral questions. Works also by later writers,

principally on dogmatic subjects, are constantly appearing. The

study of Dogma, embracing an investigation into all revealed truths,
and therefore essential to those who are to instruct others authori-

tatively, involves a reference to many learned books in which proof*
and illustrations are elaborated to the last degree of exactness,
side by side with every possible difficulty or objection that can b

brought to bear against each doctrine treated of. Some works art

occupied with the discussion of but a single point; others take iu a

wide range, and some voluminous authors have published an entire
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course of dogma. Candidates for the scholastic (not the merely hon-

orary) degree of Doctor of Divinity must defend successfully, in the

presence of learned theologians, and against all objections proposed by
them, a number of the most difficult theses in theology. None but
those who have made long and thorough studies would dare undertake
this ordeal; but at least the apparatus of learning is provided to this

end in the libraries of theological schools. But for those who, either

from advanced years, imperfect preliminary studies, feeble health,
or from the immediate need in which their bishop stands for their serv-

ices, are unable to make a long course, a shorter one is provided, ac-

quired from approved coinpendi urns which will be found in every

theological library, and as reference, in every ecclesiastical library of

any kind.

The study of Moral, the other great branch of Catholic theology,

embraces a scrutiny into every question of morals that needs to be

investigated by those who have the direction of consciences, or whose

duty it is, in the tribiiHal of penance, to adjudicate upon matters

affecting the rights of others. As solutions in these cases are some-

times attended with considerable difficulty, and a grave responsibility

is attached to the delivery of an opinion, authorities for reference must

be ample and exhaustive. Such authorities, more or less voluminous,
will be found in the theological libraries, and are relied upon in propor-

tion to their world-wide repute, as representing the opinions of prudent,

learned, and experienced men.

So far, the domain of theology, strictly speaking, in Catholic libraries.

But such libraries would be incomplete, both for the purposes of theo-

logical study and for general reference, without the published acts of

the General XJouucils ot the Church, especially those of the Council of

Trent and of councils held within the country, national or provincial,

or the decrees of a synod of the diocese, in ma'tters of discipline. To

these are to be added the decisions and solutions of the various "con-

gregations" in Koine, chiefly of that of "
rites," and other documents

emanating from the Holy See. The professor of ecclesiastical history,

an indispensable member of the teaching faculty in every theological

school, must also have his resources at hand in the library.

Works on ritual supply the directions needed in all matters concern-

ing both public worship and the private administration of the sacra-

ments. Other works, technical or devotional, or combining both features.

are prepared for the use of those who are studying lor the priesthood,

or who are already ordained
; they are frequently only monitory in

their nature, and some are intended especially for the guidance of mem-

bers of religious orders. Of the latter class the Christian Perfection

of Fr. Itodriguez, for the Jesuits, is
:\\\ example. As in theological

schools a course of rational philosophy of from one to three yean pie-

cedes the study of theology, this department must also be well pi",

vided for in the libraries attached to these institutions. \Vheie the
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young men in these schools are educated as teachers, as is the case with

the Jesuits, works on mathematics, physics, astronomy, meteorology

chemistry, and other sciences, must be added.

The attention given in these schools to sacred eloquence for practice
in which students are required to prepare and deliver sermons in pres-

ence of the community calls for tke best models of sacred oratory

besides works on rhetoric and elocution. As models of composition

arrangement, and intrinsic solidity, the sermons of the ancient fathers

share equal attention with those of the great French orators of the last

century, and no library for the use of ecclesiastics will be without a

copious supply of the works of those and others of the best pulpit

orators in the church.

In regard to the ceremonial of the Church and plain chant, particular

instruction is given rather in the preparatory seminaries than in the

seminaries themselves, to which young men are transferred on reaching
the requisite age or proficiency ;

and in these preparatory schools for

those who enter the secular priesthood, or in the colleges whence mem-
bers of religious orders draw their candidates, the classics and modern

languages are also taught thoroughly. An ignorance of Latin would

debar or delay the entrance of a candidate into any theological school.

Once in, these students are supposed to be sufficiently advanced to bo

able to understand lectures or ordinary class instructions given in Latin

sometimes necessary when the professor is of a foreign nationality

and in some institutions they are even obliged to converse in Latin,

except during hours of recreation. These circumstances are mentioned

in order that it may be understood why the classics and elementary
books on Latin and Greek do not necessarily constitute a marked feature

of Catholic theological, though they do of Catholic, college libraries.

Catholic libraries iu general and not those alone which are at-

tached to theological schools will be found amply supplied with con-

troversial works written by Catholic authors. Tiiese are needed, how-

ever, not so much for the use of the owners as for that of non-Catholic

inquirers who wish to be enlightened in regard to some controverted

point, or who desire to learn the evidences upon which the Catholic.

Church bases her claims to the credence of mankind. Catechetical

works, of which there are a great number, answer this purpose still

better when the polemic spirit has been allayed, and it is impossible to

conceive of a Catholic library, large or small, without an abundance of

both these classes of books. The controversial works discuss every ob-

jection which can be alleged against the church or the practice of mem-
bers of it, and are necessarily very numerous.

Every age has left behind it these testimonies to the controversies

that agitated it, and the present age is no less prolific than its prede-

cessors, though the grounds of dispute are shifting now rather from

dogma to historical questions and matters, of science, indicating tht

lessening hold which doctrine has on the non-Catholic mind.
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The catechetical works range from the little catechism in which

every Catholic child and every non-Catholic adult who seeks to enter

the church must be instructed, to the voluminous works which eveu
the parish priest may consult for the purpose of instructing his people.
A Catholic library will not fail to provide for all the requisites of

devotion, not only in the ordinary prayer books, of which there is a great

variety, but in-books of piety adapted to different conditions of life, or

different spiritual needs or illustrative of some special devotion. Every
private library in Catholic families abounds in these books. Prayer
books, however, are rarely found on library shelves, any more than the

Roman Breviary. The former are in the hands of the laity generally ;

and the latter, the vade mecum of the clergy, must be recited daily by
every ecclesiastic. Among books of piety are to be included a large
number of books of meditation, chiefly for the use of ecclesiastics and
members of religious orders, upon whom is enjoined the daily praotice of

mental prayer, food tor which is sought in these volumes. Libraries

which have to be consulted by the clergy, at least by those who preach
missions to the people or retreats in religious houses an annual observ-

ance must find in them material adapted to their purpose. The
famous book of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, forms the

basis of most of these compilations, but many others exist besides.

Keligious biographies also abound in Catholic libraries, and as they
embrace accounts of the lives of holy persons in every age since the

origin of Christianity, from the martyrs of the Roman arena or the

hermits of the Egyptian deserts, to our own day, and not only of those

who have been decreed the honor of canonization, but of great numbers

who have never been proposed for it, it may be imagined how compre-
hensive a collection these books form. These lives also illustrate more

or less the history of the times wherein the persons lived.

The great work in folio of the Bollandists, the Acta Sanctorum, be-

gun in 1643 and still in process of publication, is in fact a repertory of

most varied learning.

Ecclesiastical history, of course, forms an important element in Cath-

olic libraries; but this history not only includes the exhaustive tomes of

writers who take in the whole history of the church, but of others who

illustrate a particular age, country, event or transaction.

Works concerning the history of the church in the United States, or

in particular States, form a growing collection. The current of con-

temporary Catholic history is well shown forth through the monthly ami

\\eekly publications which appear in many countries and languages.

The Catholic quarterlies, however, and some of the monthly publica-

tions, are devoted chiefly to literary or scientific criticism. The Catholic

weeklies in this country are now so numerous that their pnsei vation

iu libraries is seldom attended to. If this apology is needed for tin-

absence from such libraries of publications that will form an impoitant

reference hereafter for others besides Catholics, it ought to be couplet!
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with the suggestion proper- to be made in a work which will be placed,

in the hands of persons of all religions, that a general Catholic
library

ought to be established at some central point where every Catholic pub-

lication, at least among those issued in this country, may have a place.

Materials for history would gather in such a collection that might not

readily be found combined in any other.

Having thus touched upon the more important characteristics of Cath-

olic libraries, it would be well perhaps to observe that while the leading
ones in this country are attached to seminaries, colleges, or religious

houses, there are many private collections of considerable value, espo

cially those in episcopal residences, or belonging to gentlemen of the,

clergy or laity who, together with literary tastes, possess the means to

gratify them.

Catholic libraries are also beginning to be formed in cities and towns,

chiefly under the auspices of associations that seek to provide a safe

and pleasant resort for young men in the evenings. In these libraries

will be found the lighter Catholic literature, to which no reference has

so far been made in this paper travels, sketches, poems, tales, &c., a

few of which are by American and some by Irish authors, but the ma-

jority by English writers, chiefly converts, or translated from the French,

German, Flemish, and other continental languages.

Finally, it would be well to observe that Catholic libraries are acces-

sible for reference, if not for study, to all inquirers. In most cases non-

Catholic visitors would doubtless be welcomed to them with great cor-

diality. Those who have these libraries in keeping rather invite than

repel scrutiny into whatever is distinctively Catholic in their collections.

III.- SKETCHES OF THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES.

SAN FRANCISCO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

This Seminary was founded by the Synod of the Pacific of the Pres-

byterian Church under the care of the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church of the United States, and went into operation in the year
1871. Tue library contains 5,000 volumes of valuable standard books.

Its increase is by donations, and has averaged, since 187ii, about 100

volumes a year. It possesses also some 500 pamphlets, but no manu-

scripts worthy of mention. It is solely for the use and benefit of the

students. The seminary, being yet in its infancy, has no building of its

own, but several comfortable rooms for students have been fitted u[

and furnished by the St. John's Presbyterian Church, and the trustee*

of University College have kindly placed at the disposal of the semi-

nary sufficient room in the college building.

By the liberality of the officers of the Mercantile Library Association,

of the Mechanics' Institute, and of the Odd Fellows' Library Associa-

tion, the students have the use also of these three large and rich col-

lections of books. In property, money, and subscriptions, the funds of

the seminary amount to 880,500.
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BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, CHICAGO, ILL.

The seminary has had an active and organized existence only since

October, 1867, and the library, now numbering 15,000 volumes, has been

collected since that time. The first important step towards its forma-

tion was the purchase, in 1809, of the library of Prof. E. W. Hengsteu-
berg. of Berlin, consisting of about 10,1)00 bound volumes, and 2,000 or

3,000 unbound books and pamphlets, chiefly in the departments of theol-

ogy, church history, and biblical literature. The funds for this purchase
were furnished by a few friends of theological education in Chicago. In

October, 1871, there was purchased, through the liberality of D.

Henry Sheldon, Adam Smith, and other gentlemen of Chicago, a

very choice collection of works, (209 volumes,) relating to the Anabap-
tists of Germany in the time of the Reformation, comprising the works

of Bullinger, Zwingli, Fabri, Osiauder, Eck, and others opposing the

tenets of the Anabaptists, and the responses of Hubmaier and other

adherents of their doctrines. In March, 1873, the library (over 3,000

volumes) of the late Rev. George B. Ide, of Springfield, Mass., was pur-

chased by the trustees, and added to the collection. There have also

been valuable donations from private individuals.

No classified and complete catalogue of the library has, as yet, been

prepared; but each separate collection has a catalogue of its own.

CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, CHICAGO, ILL.

The first step toward the formation of a library was taken in 1855, the

year in which the seminary received its charter, by the purchase of the

library of the late Dr. J. C. L. Gieseler, professor in the University of

(iottingeu. During the following year, (1850,) 500 volumes were added

by the liberality of Rev. Geo. W. Perkins, of Chicago. Rev. Win. Pat-

ton presented several hundred volumes from his own collection, and

rendered valuable aid by securing donations of books in England.

Through the efforts of Prof. S. C. Bartlett, nearly $1,000 wero collected

in Chicago, and expended in the purchase of books. In 1ST."., I lev. K. M.

Williams, an alumnus of the
1

seminary, gave books to the value of $1,500.

Other valuable contributions of money and books have been received

from friends in various parts of the country, but the names are too

numerous for insertion. Annual contributions for the purchase of books

are made by the Alumni Society.

There is, at present, no permanent library fund, except that known

as the Patton binding fund, amounting to $1,000, the gift of Rev. u

W. Patton, of Chicago. The amount received and expended during

the year 1874-'75, was about $2,000.

The library contains at present 5,500 volumes. The catalogue is in

manuscript.
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PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF THE NORTHWEST, CHI-

CAGO, ILL.

This library was begun in 1859, and now numbers about 8,000 volumes.

Many donations of books have been received, but no particulars are

given. The sum of 82,500 towards a permanent fund was received from

H. R. Corning, of New York.

There is no printed catalogue of the library.

WOODSTOCK COLLEGE, WOODSTOCK, MD.

The existence of this library, which was opened in 1869, is due in great

measure to the efforts of Rev. Angelo M. Paresce, who, for several years

prior to the opening of Woodstock College, had agents in the principal

literary centres of Europe engaged in the collection of books. In this

manner more than halt' the works which constitute the present library

were obtained.

The library now contains about 18,000 bound volumes, chiefly the-

ological, and nearly 2,000 pamphlets. Among the works of special value

are Walton's Polyglot, London, 1657; Cardinal Mai's critical works on

the Old and New Testaments, 5 volumes; the :Hexapla of Origen ;
the

Holy Fathers, Migue's edition, 153 volumes Latin, and 161 volumes

Greek; Durandus, 1539; Duns Scotus, 1609; Baronius, 59 volumes:

the works of the Bollandists, 60 volumes; and among the curiosities a

manuscript of the tenth century, parchment, written in Hebrew, being
a scroll of the book of Moses, 97 feet long and 2 feet 10 inches wide,

formerly used in a synagogue at Yemen
;
an illuminated breviary of

the thirteenth century ;
and Antonini Theologia, in black letter, 1506.

There are also works in the Turkish, Persian, Chaldaic, Coptic, Egyp-
tian, Arabic, Russian, Armenian, and Chinese languages.
The annual additions to the library average about 200 volumes and 300

pamphlets.
The library occupies a hall 75 by 41 feet, and 25 feet in height. The

most noticeable feature of the room is the frescoed ceiling, on which is

represented the solar system, forming not merely an artistic decoration

but a reliable astronomical chart.

ANDOVER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, ANDOVER, MASS.

This seminary was founded in 1807, and was opened for instruction Sep
tember 28, 1808. The library was recognized as a constituent part of the

institution from the beginning.
Donations and bequests of money for the purchase of books have beeo

received from time to time, a statement of which will be found below.

There have also been gifts of books, from time to time
;
the chief oil

these being the bequest, in 1847, of the valuable theological library

of the Rev. John Codman, of Dorchester, numbering 1,250 volumes.
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Mention should also be made of a very valuable gift of books, worth

perhaps from $500 to $1,000, by the late Lieutenant Governor Samuel
T. Armstrong, of Boston; and of a gift of some 60 volumes received in

1843, from John Dunlop, of Edinburgh, Scotland.

In 18G7, Mrs. Susan Flint Shedd, of Boston, presented a copy of
Tischendorf's splendid fac simile edition of the Codex Siuaiticns, at a
cost of not far from $200.

In 1809 and 1870 a most interesting collection of pamphlets, n urn:

ing more than 8,000, was given to the library by the Rev. William B.

Sprague, of Albany, N. Y. Among these is a large number of the
"election sermons" of early dates preached in Massachusetts and
other States, besides many other sermons of the eighteenth century, and
other publications of much value in reference to the religious history of

this country.
The libraries of two societies of students in the seminary the Society

of Inquiry on Missions, and the Porter Rhetorical Society have, within

the last twenty years, been transferred to the trustees, and many of the

books, to the number of perhaps 2,500 volumes, have been placed on the

shelves of the Seminary Library.
The number of volumes in the library is now more than 34,000, (in-

cluding duplicates,) besides 10,000 or 12,000 pamphlets.
More than 10,000 volumes have been added during the past ten years.

The largest accession at any one time in that period was by the purchase
of the library of the late Dr. C. W. Niedner, professor of theology at

the University of Berlin. This collection consisted of some 4,000 vol.

umcs, chiefly Jn the German and Latin languages, among which are

many rare and curious books, and works of great value to the theologi-

cal student, especially in the department of history.

The, Andover Library, considering the very moderate funds which

have, been at its disposal, is reasonably well furnished in the several

departments of theology, and to some extent is able to meet the more

common demands in other lines of study.

A catalogue of 161 pages, octavo, prepared by Mr. J. W. Gibbs, after

wards professor in Yale College, was printed in 1819; and another of .").; I

pages, octavo, by the Rev. Oliver A. Taylor, in 1838. But one supple-

mentary catalogue has been issued; it comprised 67 pages, and was

printed in 1849.

For nearly fifty years the library occupied a hall, constructed for tin-

purpose in the chapel, built in ISIS, by William Bartlet, of Newbm >

port, one of the principal benefactors of the seminary. In ISUii it

was removed to its present quarters in Brechin Ilall,
1 an He-ant

sUno edilic',, built for its accommodation, at a cost of $41. ><><>, by the

gift, of Messrs. John Smith, Peter Smith, and John Dove, of And.\er.

To the three last named gentlemen the library is also indebted fora

'So named by the donors in honor of their native place, Brochin, Scotland.

10 E
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permanent fund of $25,000, the income of which is to be devoted to the

preservation of the building and to the purchase of books.

Besides the above, the income of other funds, amounting to about

$18,500, is now available for the purchase of books. These funds were

given for this object by donors already named.

The persons entitled to borrow books from the library are the officers

and students of the theological seminary, the instructors of Phillips

Academy, settled minivers of the gospel in Andover, and such other

persons as may obtain special permission from the faculty.

The library is open every week day, except during the vacations of

the seminary.
The following is a list of the principal gifts of money for the library,

with the date of reception of each, chiefly for the purchase of books.

It does not include a number of generous donations which have been

made within the past ten years for the current salary of the librarian,

among which was one of $3,000 from the three donors of the new library

building.
Donations of money.

Moses Brown. Newbnryport, Mass., 1808. $1,000
Hon. John Norris, Salem, Mass., 1808 1,000

Capt. Stephen Holland, Newburyport, Mass., 180-i 500

Hon. William Gray, Boston, Mass., 1811 833

Hon. Isaac Tichenor, Binnington, Vt., 1812 ..' 20

Henry Gray, Dorchester, Mass., 1816 3,000
Jonathan Marsh, Newburyport, Mass., 1819 500

Anonymous donors, 1865-'66 1, 100

Ebenezer Aldeu, M. D., Randolph, 1871 100

Rev. Theodore D. Woolsey, D. D., New Haven, Conn., 1873 50

Bequests of money.

Samuel Abbot, Andover, Mass., 1812 1,000

Hon. William Phillips, Boston, Mass., 1827' 5,000
Hon. William Reed, Marblehead, Mass., 1837 , 5,000

GENERAL THEOLOGICAL, LIBRARY, BOSTON, MASS. 2

This library was formed in 1860, and numbers about 12,000 volumes.

Donations have been made to it as follows : In 1865 the Rev. Charles

Burroughs, D. D., gave the Acta Sanctorum, in 61 folio volumes, at

an expense of about $1,500. He also gave (l860-'65) $500; and be-

queathed nearly all his private library, some 3,000 volumes, and

$5,000. These bequests have not yet been received. Miss Arabella

Rice left a bequest of $3,000. Mr. Eben Dale gave $500, and

also left a bequest of $500. The late Messrs. James Read and Setli

1 Mr. Phillips's f.ind, having been increased in accordance with the terms of the be-

quest, amounts now to about $13,650, two-thirds of the income of which is available

annually for the purchase of books. The available fund may therefore be callell

about $9,000.

- t urther details respecting this library, written by the librarian, will be found in

the article entitled Public Libraries of Boston and Vicinity.
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Adams left bequests of $500 each. The trustees of the late Charles
Sanders gave to the library 8500. Edward Brooks, now president
of the institution; John G. Casing, William E.uerson Baker, and
the late John Taylor, have each given $500 or more. These gifts
were received between 1864 and 1874. Messrs. Peter C. Brooks,
Jarnes Parker, Gardner B. Perry, Robert M. Cushing, F. Gordon

Dexter, E. L. Tobey, George C. Shattuck, M. D., the late Rev. Dr.

Nathaniel L. Frot'hihghaio, and the late Dr. John C. Hayden, have
each given the association $300 or more. Hon. Robert C. Win-

throp, EL Hollis Hannewell, Rev. Luther Farnham, and 62 others,

have each given $LOO or more. All these donations were received

between 1862 and 1875, and were chiefly from residents of Boston and

vicinity. The number of volumes in the library is 12,000. There is

no printed catalogue, but two manuscript catalogues, both arranged

alphabetically, one by authors, the other by subjects.

DIVINITY SCHOOL OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. '

In the academic year 18-'5-'26 several boxes of books for the Divinity

School of Harvard University were imported from England. Divinity

Hall was then going up, and was ready for occupation by students,

and for the reception of books in the summer of 1826, and these

books were then sent there. About the same time circulars represent-

ing the wants of the school and library were sent to clergymen "and

others, soliciting donations. About 1829 the Rev. Thaddeus Mason

Harris, of Dorchester, gave several hundred volumes from his private

library. There have been other gifts, but the amounts an I names of

donors are not specified. The last donation received was a bequest of

800 volumes from the Rev. James Walker, D.D.

The number of volumes now in the library is about 17,000, besides

1,200 numbers of quarterly reviews, unbound.

NEWTON THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION, NEWTON CENTRE, MASS.

The institution was opened in December, 1825, and the library

begun about the same time, by donations of books from a tew friends.

The amount of library funds may be given as $25,000, though the li-

brary has not yet been able to draw the interest on more than $10,000.

The remaining $15,000 is subscribed and paid, but the interest cannot

be used until the general endowment subscription is collected. Mean-

while Mr. Gardner Colby, president of the board of trustees, gives to

the library $500 annually, and has engaged to do so for the next SIM en

years. The library has, therefore, $1,200 a.year to use lor the puivlu-e

and binding of books. The salary of the librarian, $650 a year, is paid

from the general funds of the institution.

1 A further account of this library will be found in the sketches of umv. -r-it v nd

college libraries, iu Chapter III.
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The library has, during its whole history, received generous benefac-

tions, but of the earlier ones no particulars are given. The largest re-j

cent benefactors are Hon. J. Warren Merrill, of Cambridge, Mass. :

Gardner Colby, of Newton, Mass.
;
HOD. Isaac Davis, of Worces-

ter, Mass.
;
and Matthew Bolles, of Boston, who have contributed

altogether about $20,000.

The present number of volumes in the library is 13,000. The yearly

additions average about 400 volumes. The yearly expenditure for new
books is $1,000.

For the last fifteen years the books have been selected, with few

exceptions, by the professors, with a view to meeting their own wants

and those of the students.

There is no printed catalogue, but two card catalogues; one arranged

by authors, the other by subjects.

The library building, which is of stone, lighted from the top, was

built about ten years ago.

DREW THEOLOGICAL, SEMINARY, MADISON, N. J.

This seminary, founded by Daniel Drew, of New York City, was

opened November 0, 1867. Mr. Drew gave to the seminary ninety-

nine acres of land with the buildings thereon, fitted up two of these for

dormitories, and subsequently built four professors' houses at an

expanse of $20,000 each. In addition to this, he gave $25,000 for a

library.

Doctor McClintock, afterwards presideutof the seminary, was intrusted

with the selection of books for a library, and the seminary opened with

a collection ot some 5,000 volumes. In a year the number had increased

to 10,000 volumes. Among the books purchased at this time was the

collection on hymnology of David Creamer, of Baltimore. Nearly all

the 665 volumes of this collection were hymn books, representing nearly
all modern publications and many old and rare ones.

After January, 1869, the purchases of books appear to have nearly
ceased. After the death of Doctor AlcCliutock in 1870, his private

library, about 3,000 volumes, was purchased for the seminary for the

sum of $2,500, of which $2,000 were subscribed by frieuds in New York

City.

From 1870 to 1874 there were a few donations but no purchases; even

the periodicals were not kept up, and, owing to changes in the office of

librarian, little, if anyj. progress was made. Several students acted as

assistant librarians gratuitous^. The library was moved from one

part of the building to another, and, unless the number of books pur-

chased was overestimated, not a few were scattered and lost.

During the year 1874-'75 the books have been well protected and

classified. An. assistant librarian with a salary has been appointed, and

the library is in very good condition. A gift of $350 has lately been re-

ceived from J. B. Cornell, for binding periodicals and making purchases.
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Numerous donations of books have been received, most of them small,

though in many cases valuable, and the list of donors is too long for

insertion.

The library contained, June, 1875, 10,875 bound volumes, 4,05:) pam-
phlets, and about 40 volumes of newspapers. Of the books, 8,300 are

in English, 1,300 in German, 500 in French, 003 in Greek and Litin,
and 150 Italian and miscellaneous.

A manuscript catalogue, alphabetically arranged by authors and sub

jeets, is approaching completion.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.

The seminary of the Reformed (Dutch) Church of America was estab-

lished in 1784 and was for many years connected with Queens, now Rut-

gers College. The library, which was small, having perhaps 5,000 vol-

umes, belonged to both institutions in common.
In IS55 Mrs. Anna Hertzog, of Philadelphia, gave $30,000 for a build-

ing to be called the Peter Hertzog Theological Hall. Into this build-

ing when completed the theological bioks of the library were removed,
and the foundation was laid for the present seminary library, which

now contains about 20,000 volumes. Most of the original collection con-

sists of works of Swiss and Holland theologians, which appear to have

been given at different times by the ministers of the church.

In 1874 a large fire proof structure was built for the library on the

seminary grounds by Col. Gardner A. Sage, of New York. Into this

building the books have been removed. Additions of standard books

are constantly being made, and the seminary has funds on hand to in-

crease the number to 80,000 volumes.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, PRINCETON, N. J.

Prior to 1821 the seminary possessed no regular library. In that

year a union took place between the Associate Reformed Chun-hand

the Presbyterian Church in the United States, one of the terms ot which

specified that the theological library then belonging to the former, mainly

consisting of books left by Rev. John M. Mason, I). I)., "shall he tr.m>

lei red and belong to the seminary at Princeton." In accordance with

this more than 2,400 volumes, forming that collection, were reeeixcd at

I'riiieeton in 1822. Subsequently, however,*a small party of dissent-

ers from that action of the Associate Reformed Church advanced a

claim to the ownership of these books. Amicable litigation followed :

and at last, in 1838 the chancellor of the State of New -Jersey having

allowed the claim they were removed to New burgh, N. V. The I'l iemh

of the seminary at once came to its relief, and by liberal donations laid

the foundation of the present library. Prominent among these ! . nr

factors was James Lenox, of New York City, who has not only en

riched the library by a long succession of gifts in books, but, ohsn \ in-
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the need of more secure protection for tbem, built the beautiful Gothic

building known as Lenox Hall, completed in 1844, and since occupied by
the theological library.

Dr. Archibald Alexander acted as librarian till his death iu 1851
;

Dr. William Henry Green assumed the trust when he became professor

of Oriental literature iu that year; and Dr. Charles Aiken, when he

was elected professor of Christian ethics and apologetics in 1872.

From the report of the trustees in 1851, it appears that the library

then contained only 9,000 volumes. In 1852 the trustees represented

to the general assembly of the church the need of regular grants for the

increase of the library ;
but the yearly reports still exhibited a slow

rate of growth. In 1853, the Rev. W. B. Sprague, of Albany, N. Y.,

gave to the library a remarkable collectiou of pamphlets, mainly theo-

logical. The 1,200 volumes of this collection probably include 20,000

titles, and consist of long series of sermons preached at the elections in

several States, ou fast, thanksgiving, ordination, funeral, and other

occasions; orations and addresses before literary societies and at col-

lege commencements; reports of benevolent associations in this country
and in England; discussions of social questions; arguments elicited by

theological controversies in both countries
;
and literature of the civil

war.

In 1855 Mr. Samuel Agnew presented 730 volumes, mainly tbeologi

cal.

In 1861 R. L. and A. Stuart, of New York City, purchased and pre

seuted to the library the rare collection, consisting of 3,400 volumes-

left by Pr"ofessor Joseph Addisou Alexander; and in 1862, gave $10,000
iu United States bonds, yielding $600 a year. They have also made
valuable gifts of books in every subsequent year; in 1868, the family

of the late Rev. John M. Krebs gave his library, consisting of 1,147

volumes
;

in 1871,824 volumes of miscellaneous books came to the li-

brary from the collection of the late Stephen Collins, M. D., of Baltimore.

Many other benefactors have at various times enriched the library

with their gifts.

The number of volumes reported in the library in 1875 was 26,779,

Among them are the four great polyglots of the Holy Scriptures, the

Complutensiau, 5 volumes, folio, printed at Alcalain 1509-'17; the Ant

werp, 8 volumes, folio, 1569-72; the Paris, 10 volumes, folio, 1628-'45
;

and the London, 6 volumes, folio, 1657; the Aunales Ecclesiastic! of

Baromus and others, 42 volumes, folio; the works of Luther, Cal viu.

and Melaucthon in many editions; the Benedictine and other editions of

many of the Fathers, and the ancient impressions or modern reprints of

worthies, confessors, and martyrs; the Codex Vaticanus Novi Testa-

ruenti, folio, Rome, 1857-'71
;
the Codex Vaticanus Veteris Testament],

published at Rome by Vercellone and Cozza, in 4 volu mes, quarto, 1872 ;

the Codex Alexaudrinus Veteris Testament!, by Woide and Baber, 4 vol-

umes, folio, London, 1786 and 1816-'2<S
;
the Codex Bezoe Cantabrigien-
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sis, by Kipling, 2 volumes, folio, London, 1793
;
and the Codex Sinaiti-

cus, by Tischeudorf, 4 volumes, quarto, St. Petersburg!!, 1862. In addi-
tion to these is the splendid succession of twelve fac similes of palimp-
sests and other ancient manuscripts of the Scriptures, published also by
Tischeudorf, in quarto, between 1845 and 1870. These are the gifts of
the Messrs. Stuart, and to these they have lately added the splendid
fac simile of the Utrecht Psalter.

AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, AUBITEN, N. Y.

The library of the seminary is nearly, if not quite, coeval with the

seminary itself, which was incorporated April, 1S20. The founders of

the seminary, the clergy of the Presbyterian Church in central and west-

ern New York, became also the founders of the library, by giving their

own books as a nucleus.

During a period of thirty-five years from the foundation of the library
it depended for its increase almost exclusively upon contributions of

books. The list of donors during this period is too long for insertion,

but, as the result of their liberality, the library in 1855 numbered 6,000
volumes.

The increase of the library during the last twenty years is due also

in great measure to the gifts of its friends.

Oue of the most valuable gifts to the library was received from S. R.

Brown, D. D., missionary of the Ke formed Church, formerly in China,
and now in Japan, and consisted of 264 volumes of Chinese works;

among' them, besides the Chinese classics, the Imperial Chinese Diction-

ary, the Imperial Statutes of China, and Dr. Morrison's translation of

the Bible into the Chinese language.
A copy of the Codex Sinaiticus was presented by Sylvester \Villard,

M.D., in 1870.

From 1821 to 1827 only five gifts of money are recorded. Four of

these amounted to $94; the amount of the last, received from Arthur

Tappan, is not mentioned, but with it 28 volumes of costly works

were purchased. During the next twenty-five years small donations of

money were undoubtedly received, but no record of them has been pre-

served. After 1855, through the exertions of Rev. Fredeiick Stan.

financial agent of the seminary, a permanent library fund of $1 1.< <MI wa>

secured. Of this amount $5,000 were given by Simeon I'.enjamiii, of

Klmira; $1,500 by T. G. Maxwell and brother, ot (Jcne\ a ; fl.'JM) by

G. It. Mich, of Buffalo; $1,000 by Ferdinand I'.eebee, ol Fast I '.loom-

field; $900 by Mrs. Sarah Downs, of Downsville, and smaller amounts

Ity a few others. Robert Nelson, of Auburn, has reccnth added *.~i<H) to

the fund. The interest only of the permanent fund is to be expended

for books.

Albert H. Porter, of Niagara Falls, has recently given $i!,WM) to

be expended in filling an alcove with the .-tandard patriotic and nib

binical works. Several hundred volumes have already been pun II.IM .1
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The library now contains about 10,000 volumes. The average yearly
additions during the fifty years of its existence have been somewhat less

than 200 volumes. But, during the last eight years, the additions have:

averaged over 300 volumes a year.

In the biblical, critical and exegetical department, including the

patristic and rabbinical works, there are a'jout 2,500 volumes; in the

theological and homiletical department, about 2,000 volumes; in the

department of religious literature, over 2,000 volumes; in the depart-

ment of literature, about 2,000 volumes
;
of United States and State

government documents, about 1,000 volumes; and of pamphlets, bound

and unbound, about 1,000 volumes.

No catalogue of the library has yet been printed. Complete manu-

script catalogues of authors and subjects are in separate volumes.

The library is open daily except Sunday, the year round, and is free

to the public for reference.

The new library building, which cost $40,000, is the gift of Hon. Win.

E. Dodge, and Hon. Edwin D. Morgan, of New York, who shared the

expense equally. The capacity of the building is from 80,000 to 100,000

volumes.

GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL

CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES, NEW YORK, N. Y.

The seminary was opened September 7, 1820, and the nucleus of a

library was almost immediately formed by the liberality of a few indi-

viduals. In 1821 the trustees reported 900 volumes, upwards of 300 of

which were folios, and many of them extremely rare and valuable. This

was exclusive of a valuable collection of theological books deposited for

the use of the students by a gentleman of Connecticut.

In 1821 the General Seminary of the Church, then in New Haven, was

incorporated with the Theological School of New York, and the union of

the two libraries formed a collection of about 2,500 volumes, a large

proportion of which were folios and quartos. Valuable donations were

received from a number of gentlemen, particularly the Eev. Mr. Price,

of Tulworth, England, and John Piutard, of New York. Since then

the library has steadily increased, by gifts and purchases from the

library fund. In 1836 the sum of $10,000 was presented to the seminary,
of which $4,000 were a gift from Trinity Church, New York

;
a portion

was from a legacy, and the remainder was raised by subscription. The

whole amount was to be devoted to the increase of the library, $4,000
to be immediately used in the purchase of books, and the remainder

to be held in trust for the benefit of the library.

The most liberal and constant donor to the library has been the

Society for the Promotion of Religion and Learning in the Diocese of

New York. Every year additions are made to the library by this so-

ciety, and in 1852 it gave 1,348 volumes purchased at the sale of thef

library of the late Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D., for the sum of $3,153.
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Tin- special value of this gift lay in the fact that many of the books
were purchased expressly to fill vacancies existing in tin- collection,
and by these means it was. not only increased in numbers but its

intrinsic value was greatly enhanced.
A valuable collection of books, 552 volumes, from tin* 'library of the

late Professor Walton, was placed in the library in 1873, in an alcove

bearing his name.

The library is largely theological, but comprises also works on general
and on special history, on geography, biography, mythology, archiEol.

as well as much encyclopaedic literature. It has also an extensive de-

partment of ancient classical literature. Its collection .of works in

lexicography is especially rich. The pamphlet collection, which is very

large, embraces miscellaneous pamphlets from the year 1641 to date,

journals of church conventions, serial pamphlets, reviews, and maga-
zines. These are arranged and catalogued so that reference to them is

easy.

The number of volumes in the library is 15,208; the number of pam-

phlets, 7,481, of which 2,338 are serials and 5,143 miscellaneous, besides

1,719
"
notices," equivalent to 9,200 in pamphlet department collected

since 1802. The catalogues of the library, though only in manuscript,
are full and complete.

UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, NEW YORK, N. Y.

The basis of this collection is the very valuable library of Leander Van

Ess, the distinguished Kornan Catholic divine, editor of the Septuagint
and Vulgate, purchased in 1839. That library consisted of 17,000 titles,

containing an unusual number of rare and valuable works; about 500

incunabula, (before 1510,) and manuscripts; some 1,800 works, orig-

inal editions, produced in the He-formation century ;
the chief large

collections 6n councils, on church history, and especially on canon law;

early editions, Benedictine and others, of the fathers and doctors ot the

church
;
some 200 editions of the Vulgate and of German Bibles, (the

oldest, 1478;) in short, the most valuable collection of works of this

character ever brought into this country.

The Van Ess collection and about 8,000 volumes besides were given

to the. library.

The library now consists of about 34,000 volumes, almost entirely

theological in character. There is no printed catalogue, int ;i full

manuscript catalogue of authors, in 4 volumes, folio. There i> no liln.n \

fund. About $750 a year are expended upon the library tro-n the

general funds of the seminary. There is no separate library building.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, ROCHESTER, N. Y.

The collection of the library began with the founding of the seminary

in 1851. It aims to provide facilities for investigation in the \.moiis li-
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partments of theology. Works on science, arts, and literature are to

some extent included, but only as they have relation to theological in-

struction.

Besides numerous small gifts of money and books, the library has

received two important benefactions. Soon after its establishment the

purchase, in Berlin, Germany, of the library of Dr. August Neander, the

celebrated church historian, was effected through the liberality of Hon.

Roswell S. Burrows, of Albion, X. Y. This library, specially rich in

patristics and in material for historical investigation, was obtained for

$3,000 in gold, a sum far beneath its real value.

In the early part of 1872, the gift of $25,000 by John M. Bruce, of

Yonkers, ST. Y., placed the library upon an independent basis. The

yearly interest of this sum, amounting to $1,750, is devoted exclusively
to the purchase of books.

There are now about 10,000 volumes in the library. Xo catalogue has

been printed.

LANE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, CINCINNATI, OHIO.

The library dates from theopeningof the seminary in 1829, and was for

several years a miscellaneous collection, mainly classics and text books,

given by friends as a nucleus. The first extensive purchase was made in

1836, in Europe, by Professor Stowe, who made an admirable selection

iu every department of theological literature. In 1865 a gift of $10,000
was received from Rev. W. Van Vleck, of Cincinnati, an alumnus of

the seminary. About $6,000 of this amount were applied to the pur-

chase of book**, and the remainder added to the permanent library fund.

In 1868 the library of the late Rev. Thornton A. Mills, consisting of

about 800 volumes, was given by his widow
;
and in 1875 about 200 vol-

umes belonging to the library of the late Dr. T. E. Thomas, professor

in the seminary, were given by Mrs. Thomas. The present number of

volumes is 12,000.

The library has an invested fund of $9,600.

The Smith Library Hall was built in 1863, through the liberality of

Preserved Smith, of Dayton, Ohio.

MT. ST. MARY'S SEMINARY OF THE WEST, CINCINNATI, OHIO.

Mt. St. Mary's library was founded by the Most Rev. J. B. Pur

cell, archbishop of Cincinnati, who gave a collection of books from his

own library as a nucleus. This collection was steadily increased by tho

gifts of friends in this country and in Europe, and the library was be-

coming very valuable, when, in 1863, a fire in the seminary building

occasioned the loss of a great number of the books. In 1865 the founder

gave another collection of 5,000 void. ties; and receiving about the samn

time a bequest of 4,800 volumes, valued at about $25,000 from the late

Very Rev. Father Collins, of Cincinnati, he transferred this also to th;

seminary.
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The library now contains 15,100 volumes and 4,000 pamphlets.
There is also a library of some 3,000 school books. About 2,500 volumes
are

1

in the ancient classical languages, and over 4,000 in modern Euro-

pean languages. Amongtheold and rare works are the following printed
before or abo,ut 1500; Biblia Germanica, Cologne, 1468-'7(); the Deere-
turn Gratiani, Strassburg. 1472

;
and Nicholas de Lyra's Commentaries,

6 volumes, 1501.

The plan of catalogue is the same as that adopted for the Public

Library of Cincinnati.

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
ALLEGHENY, PA.

Soon after the establishment of the seminary at Allegheny in 1827,
the Kev. Allan D. Campbell, of that city, was commissioned to visit

Great Britain for the purpose of soliciting donations to the library. In

response to his appeal, many valuable gilts of books were received.

The library of the Rev. T. Charlton Henry, of Charleston, S. C., rich

in- biblical learning, was at his decease given to the seminary.
The Kev. Luther Halsey, D.D., professor in the seminary, has contri-

buted about 3,000 volumes to the library.

The llev. Charles C. Beatty, D. D., one of the earliest friends of the

seminary, and its most munificent patron, has from time to time given

costly works.

The library fund amounts to $5,000, the interest of which is available

for purchases.
The total number of volumes is about 15,000, well arranged in a new

building which is considered to be tire-proof.

CROZER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, CHESTER, PA.

The Buckuell Library, belonging to this seminary, derives its name
from William Bucknell, of Philadelphia, who, at the time of the organi-

zation of the seminary in 1868, gave $25,000 to be expended in honks,

and afterwards built a handsome fire-proof building for their accom-

modation.

The fund has been nearly all used, according to the design of the

donor, leaving only enough to continue serial works and periodicals.

In the selection of this library the most scholarly care lias been exer-

cised, and it has the very best works in each department represented.

It abounds in books which pre-eminently belong to great libraries, books

of the first importance, as the great Patristic Collections, the Thesauri,

the Talmtidic Collections, the Documentary Collections of Councils. It

has the leading theological reviews of the various < Imrches ; among
them the very rare and valuable Altes mid Nenes : die Unschiil.l

Nachrichten, complete in every respect, 1701-Vo : the Studien und Kiiii

ken; the Journal of Sacred Literature; and theTheologische JahrbHrhei .
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There
^are

also the choice reviews of Oriental literature, the Journal of

the German Oriental Society, 1847-'72; of history, the Zeitschrift fiir

die historische Theologie, 1832-'73, 43 volumes, and many others. The

library is very rich in the collected works of theologians, and is particu-

larly strong in exegetic theology. The great fac-simile codices are

nearly all here, (the Vatican, Vercellone, and Cozza.) rfere are also

the choicest editions of the Septuagint, (Rome, 15S6;) Origen's Hex

apla.

;
the Syriac New Testament, (Widmanstadt, 1555;) the Itala, in

the invaluable edition of Sabatier, 3 volumes, folio, Paris, 1751; and

the Gothic of Ulfilas. In sacred philology and the associated parts of

general philology, a good foundation has been laid. In works bearing
on the matter of the Bible, the library is well furnished. In system-
atic theology, symbolics, polemics, and apologetics, the works, though
not numerous, are well selected; and there are a number of the best

monographs on special doctrines. In no department is the library

stronger than in historical theology, and few libraries can compare with

it in the rich array of the works of the Fathers and of the medieval

divines. There is also a great deal of choice general literature, the

leading Greek and Roman classics, and many valuable books of general

reference. The bulk of the library consists of the works of standard

authors, and it is a library for scholarly research rather than a repos-

itory of popular books.

It numbers about 7,500 volumes.

THEOLOGICAL SRMINARY OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
GETTYSBURG, PA.

Soon after the establishment of the seminary, in 1826, the Rev. Benja-
min Kurtz was commissioned to visit Germany and solicit funds towards

its endowment, and gifts of books for its library. He procured several

thousand volumes, German and English, comprising many of the stand-

ard works in exegesis, dogmatics, ethics, homiletics, and ecclesiastical

history. A considerable number of English theological works were
added through the efforts of Rev. Dr. Sch mucker. About 1865 the

widow of Professor Theophilus Hartman presented 75 volumes. In 1869

the library of the late Rev. Dr. Krauth, 1,100 volumes, was added by
purchase. Several of the adjacent Lutheran synods have from time to

time contributed small sums for the purchase of books, but the library

has at no time had any fixed revenue, and is still very deficient in Eng-
lish theological literature.

The library at present numbers 11,000 volumes. For the past ten

years the additions have averaged 200 volumes annually.
No catalogue has been published. A card catalogue is in use.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINAR X OF THE REFORMED (GERMAN) CHURCH,!
LANCASTER, PA.

The seminary was opened in March, 1825, with a library of about 100
1

volumes. Shortly after, Rev. James R. Reily was sent to Europe to
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solicit gifts of money and books for the seminary. In many cities of

Holland, Germany, and Switzerland, he met with great success; 329
volumes were procured in Beidelberg; 31 L in Berlin

;
150 in Bremen

; 97
in Basle; 90 in Amsterdam; and the collection 'made in Leipzig was
valued at $700. Gifts of books were received in other places, and many
valuable works were contributed by professors in the universities, not-

ably Sack, Nitzch, Liicke, Creutzer, Slieudel, Gesenius. Mr. Reily also

received nearly $7,000 in money, of which he expended nearly $1,700
for books.

In 1803, when the Reformed Church celebrated the tercentenary of

the adoption of the Heidelberg Catechism, the seminary received lib-

eral gifts. Rev. D/. Schaff, then professor in the institution, presented
a number of select works, valued at $500.

The library now numbers 10,000 volumes. It represents every de-

partment of theological science, though it is richest in exegetical and
historical works. There is a fund amounting to nearly $2,000, the inter-

est of which is expended for books, mainly by German authors.

MEADVILLE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL, MEADVILLE, PA.

The library was founded in 1845, at the same time with the school, by
donations from, the Church of All Souls and the Church of the Messiah,
New York, and from individuals living chiefly in New York and Boston.

The only fund 'for the increase of the library, the interest of which is

$72, was given by A. Worthiugton, of Cincinnati.

The library contains 12,308 volumes. The annual accessions average

about 200 volumes. A card catalogue of authors and subjects is being

prepared.
Between 1845 and 1850 Joshua Brookes, of New York, placed in the

hands of the trustees $20,000, since increased by investment to $22,000,

the annual income of which is expended for theological works and their

distribution among western clergymen who make application for them.

About 2,000 volumes are thus distributed annually among some 200

clergymen. In this way 35,000 volumes of the best theological literature

have been given to western settled clergymen, irrespec ive of denomi-

nation.

DIVINITY SCHOOL OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, PHILA-

DELPHIA, PA.

The library of this school was established about 1805 by a gift of* '-."""

from Charles Easton, of New York, furnishing a nucleus of '.r>l \ ol

.nines. It has been increased by the addition of the libraries of Key. I >r.

.lames May, 932 volumes; and the Rev. Dr. Tinner, 874 volumes: by the

gift of the Fair Library, 1,177 volumes; by the joint gift of.!. 1). Wolfe

and Bishop Alonzo Potter, 1,300 volumes; by tin- v.ifl of William Apple

ton, of Boston, 708 volumes; ami by sundry other gifts and purchases.
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The library at present number-* about 6,578 volumes. There is a library

fund yielding $180 a year, part of which is expended under the direc

tion of a committee and the remainder allowed to accumulate.

SEMINARY OF ST. CHARLES BORROMEO, PHILADELPHIA, PA.

The library of this Roman Catholic college comprises about 0,500 vol-

umes, mostly theological. The classification is as follows : Dogmatic
and moral theology; Sacred Scripture; Canon law; The Fathers; Eccle-

siastical history ;
Profane history ; Liturgy; Greek and Latin classics

;

Scientific works; Ascetical writers; Biography; English literature;

Catholic periodicals; Dictionaries and public documents.

The theological works are selected to meet the needs of students pre-

paring for holy orders.

VILLANOVA COLLEGE, VILLANOVA, PA.

There are two libraries in this college, one belonging to the monastery,
and devoted exclusively to the use of the professors and members of the

community, the other belonging to the college proper, and altogether

for the students.

The monastery library was founded in 1842, by the Very Kev. Dr.

Moriarty, O. S. A., from donations of books, pamphlets, and manuscripts,

by the fathers of St. Augustine's Church, Philadelphia, and by other

members of the Augustinian Order in the United States.

This library contains 5,000 volumes, 1,000 pamphlets, and 300 manu-

scripts. The value of the annual additions averages about $200. The

collection is chiefly of a theological character. It occupies a large

room in the monastery building, and is accessible at all times to pro-

fessors and members of the community. There is also a college or

students' library, dating from 1846. of a more general character, con-

taining about 3,000 volumes.

PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, COLUMBIA, S. C.

The seminary was founded in 1829, and the first grant for the library

was then made. In 1855 it numbered 5,487 volumes. In that year the

library of the Rev. Dr. Thomas Smyth, of Charleston, containing over

12,000 volumes, collected principally in Europe, was bought for the

seminary.
Besides gifts of books, from $28,000 to $30,000 have been raised by

subscription, and expended for the library. There was, at one time, a

small invested fund, but this, with the greater part of the endowment,
was lost during the late war.

The library now contains 18,884 volumes. The average yearly in

crease is about 150 volumes. There is no printed catalogue, but one in

manuscript, arranged alphabetically by authors.
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THEOLOGICA.L SEMINARY OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
NEAR ALEXANDRIA, VA.

This library, begun in 1823, has now more than 10,000 volumes and

3,000 pamphlets. It has received, by gift, the libraries of several clergy-

men, and a bequest of $10,000 from one of its alumni. Its character is

purely theological.

Among its old and rare books are the second edition of Fox's Book
of Martyrs, 1586

;
Baxter's Saint's Rest, edition of 1057

; Antwerp Poly-

glot, 8 volumes: Speculum Historiale of John Menklin, 1473, a large
folio in fine preservation; Peter Martyr's Works, first edition, and

King James's Bible, Barker's first edition, of 1011. It also has a goat-
skin manuscript of great antiquity, from Cairo, Egypt.

IV. TABLE OF THE PRINCIPAL THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES.

For further information respecting these and other theological libra-

ries, see the general table of statistics elsewhere iu this report.
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CHAPTER V.

LA\V LIBRARIES.

BY STEPHEN B. GRISWOL.D, LL,. B.,
Librarian of the Law Department of the Ar

ew York State Library.

L LAW LIBRABIES.

BRITISH AND AMERICAN REPORTS STATE AND COUNTY LIBRARIES LAW ASSOCI-
ATIONS LIBRARIES OF SCHOOLS OF LAW SOME NOTABLE COLLECTIONS.

It is not probably well known, outside of the legal profession, that

the entire body of municipal la\v wbich governs and regulates society
is contained in printed books. To these books, the bench and the bar

must constantly refer in the discharge of their respective duties; a fact

which goes far to corroborate the statement of Voltaire, that "books
rule the whole civilized world."

The multiplication of law books has been so rapid of late years, that

few lawyers, indeed, can procure by their own private resources all that

they need for their investigations. And this multiplication has corres-

pondingly increased^ the number of volumes which it is necessary for

every member of the profession who would be thorough and accurate

in the discharge of his professional duties to consult. Hence public
law libraries have become indispensable in the administration of justice.
While a law library has narrower aims and a more specific character

than a library of general literature, and although its collection apper-
tains to the subject of jurisprudence only, yet the publications upon
this subject have become so numerous and expensive as to place it be-

yond the means of any, except State libraries and those of associations

in the larger cities, to approach completeness. This is shown, when we
consider the least number of volumes which a law library must have in

order to claim for itself any fair degree of fullness.

Law books may be classified generally as follows: Reports; Treatises;

Statute Law. The practice of reporting the decisions of the judges

began in the reign of Edward. I, and from that time we have a series of

judicial reports of those decisions. In the time of Lord Bacon, these

reports extended to fifty or sixty volumes. During the two hundred

and fifty years that have passed since then, nothing has been done l>\

way of revision or expurgation; but these publications have been con-

stantly increasing, so that, at the close of the year 1874, the published

volumes of reports were as follows: English, 1,350 volumes; Irish, 175

volumes; Scotch, 225 volumes; Canadian, 135 volumes; American, 2,400

volumes. 1 With respect to treatises (including law periodica's and

'TliiH rapid multiplication of the reports has rluiim-d tlio attention of the

bar at various times in the past century, but no concerted action was Uken for cbcck-

11 E
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digests,) and without including more than one edition of the same work,
it is safe to say that a fair collection would embrace at least 2,000 vol-

umes. The statute law of England, Ireland, and Scotland is contained

in about 100 volumes. The statute law of the United States, if confined

to the general or revised statutes and codes, may be brought within 100

volumes. If, however, the sessional acts be included, the collection would

amount to over 1,500 volumes. It is thus seen that a fairly complete
law library would embrace more than 7,000 volumes, which could not

be placed upon its shelves for less than $50,000.

The foregoing list does not include books which relate to the Roman

law, as received and adopted in continental Europe. It has long been

a complaint in Prance that the reports of decisions encumber the law

libraries. In the catalogue of M. Camus, annexed to his Lettres sur

la Profession d'Avocat, edition of 1772, the titles of nearly 2,000 vol-

umes of select books for a lawyer's library are given, and not one of

them had any reference to the English statute or common law. The
addition of foreign law to the list would increase the total number of

volumes to about 10,000.

The expenditure necessary for the purchase simply of the annual law

publications of the English and American press is so great that but few

members of the profession and only the stronger libraries are able to

keep up with the printing press in this regard. During the year 1874,

there were published of reports as follows: English, Irish, Scotch, and

Canadian, 22 volumes; American, 82 volumes; besides some 20 volumes

of law periodicals, containing reports of cases not elsewhere reported,
and several volumes of collected cases with valuable notes. There were

also published of new treatises and new editions of old ones, English
and American, upwards of 80 volumes; together with many volumes of

digests, hand books, and works relating to the literature of the law,

amounting in all to over 200 volumes, which would cost, at a low esti-

mate, over $1,000.

ing the evil until December, 1863, when, at a meeting of the bar of England, a com-
mittee was appointed to consider plans of reform in the methods of law reporting. At

that time there were in England, besides weekly serials, fourteen independent series

of law reports. The profession was also embarrassed by the custom prevailing among
judges of delivering oral opinions; so that the reporters acted not only as editors and

digesters, but actually reported the words which fell from the lips of the court. The
committee recommended that a set of reports should be prepared and published under

the management of a council representing the whole bar. The recommendation was

favorably received, and since the year 1866 the English reports have been published in

a single series, under the supervision of the Council of Law Reporting.
The system of law reporting in New York has of late years been the subject of severe

criticism on the part of the profession, and in March, 1873, a committee was appointed

by the Bar Association of the City of New York to prepare a plan of amendment. In

this report the committee says: "From the year 1794 to 1873, a period of seventy-nine

years, there were published in the State of New York alone 400 volumes of reports, more

than one-third of the reports of Great Britain for five hundred and sixty-five years."

EDITORS.
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A word at this point on the subject of the publication and sale of law re-

ports may not be inappropriate. If there is any one thing more than an-

other that has become burdensome to the profession, it is the rapid multi-

plication of these publications and their increased price. If Lord Bacon in

his time, with only sixty volumes of reports then published, felt the burden
to be so great as to lead him to propose to King James I to compile a digest
of the laws of England, "and that these books should be purged and re-

vised, whereby they may be reduced to fewer volumes and clearer resolu-

tions," what shall be said of the grievance of the profession at the present

day with upwards of 4,000 volumes in existence. The number of pages
of reported cases in the English and American courts issued yearly is

not less than 70,000. Add to these the yearly volumes of statute law

and treatises and it is obviously only a problem of arithmetic to dis-

cover the time when the walls even of our public libraries will no longer
afford space for the load, and when some means must be, adopted to

compress or abridge the contents of these thousands of volumes. The

rapid accumulation of case-law may be somewhat checked by a wise

discretion on the part of the reporters. In many of our American

reports, if the irrelevant matter were stricken out, arguments abridged,
and repetitions expunged, the size of the volumes would be reduced

more than one-third; while others are prepared with a discrimination

that is commendable. Just what and how reporters should report,

may be difficult to state. If, however, they would follow more closely

the quaint counsel of Sidney Smith, perhaps there would be fewer and

better reports. His advice was, "to think upon Noah and the ark, and

be brief. The ark should constantly remind him of the little time there

is left for reading; and he should learn as they did in the ark to crowd

a great deal of matter into a very little space." A writer has well said

that "it is as true in law literature, in fact in all literature, as it is in

finance, that much paper and poverty may co-exist." Each State

should own the copyright in its judicial reports, and prevent any

monopoly in their publication. The people should be supplied with the

decisions of the courts at reasonable rates. The prices of the current

volumes of the American reports vary from $1.10 to $10 a volume.

While the reports of the New York Court of Appeals are sold at the

former, those of Louisiana sell at the latter rate. The Ohio State

reports are sold at $2.50, those of Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, ami

Indiana at $4.50; the reports of the United States courts and nf

the several States, (other than those named,) sell at prices ranging I'nun

$4.50 to $8 a volume. The whole American bar is interested in the

question of what makes this difference. It is one, however, that has

been very clearly answered by Mr. W. S. Scarborough, of Cincinnati, in

the, following words:

In Ohio, the reporter is a salaried officer, and hence the reports are the property of

tin- Stiitc, and are copyrighted, though in the name of the n-p.>i t-i . in favor of the

State. The same is trne of the reporter and tho reports of the Court of Appeals of t h.

State of New York. Those reports are, iu terms, entered for copyright "in trust for
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the benefit of the people of the State." In the highest courts of the other States, and
in the Supreme Court of the United States, the reporter has either no salary or one

admitted to be insufficient, and, under whatever limitations the legislature may choose

to subject him, he gets his pay out of the reports. In all cases, before publication, he

obtains a copyright in favor either of himself or his publisher. He never electrotypes

or stereotypes, and is favorable to small editions. He knows that a certain, though
limited, number of volumes will sell quickly, almost irrespective of price, and he gov-
erns himself accordingly. Quite a portion of his edition is taken under some act or

joint resolution, possibly of his own devising, at enormous rates, for the supply of State

and Governme nt officials. Most of the copies so distributed, if not sold directly or

indirectly to the profession by the recipients, are sure to be wasted and speedily to

disappear ;
and in a few years the reports are out of print, and the reporter is at length

induced, with apparent reluctance, and upon the payment to him of a considerable

bonus, to get out another edition.

A public law library may be defined as one which is accessible, either

without restriction, or upon conditions with which all can easily comply,
to every person who wishes to use it for its appropriate purposes. Un-

der this definition the public law libraries of the United States may
be divided into those of the State, county, association, and school. It

may be proper to add, however, that besides the libraries included in

the foregoing classification, there are many of a quasi public character
?

in the possession of the United States district courts and several State

courts and judges, which are maintained at the public charge and for

public uses, but are accessible only to their immediate custodians.

STATE LIBRARIES.

Each State in the Union has a public library, located at the seat of

government, maintained at the public charge and primarily for the use

of members of the legislature. State officers, the courts and the bar. In

most of the States, the collection of law books forms a department of

the State library; in a few cases, however, the law books are contained

in a separate library, called the Supreme Court Lib rary. These libraries,

by reason of their situation and public maintenance, have demands made

upon them that others do not have. The controlling purpose of these

libraries should be to obtain a collection of such books as may directly

assist the legislature, State officers, and the courts to an intelligent dis-

charge of their public trusts. They should be sufficiently full to enable

the bench and the bar to verify all the authorities cited in the reports
and treatises, and furnish the means of tracing the progress of jurispru-

dence. In short, they should be as complete as it is possible to make
them.

The reports and statutes of the State in which they are situated should

doubtless be among the earliest purchases. Following these, the reports

of the United States courts should be obtained. There is some differ-

ence of opinion as to whether the reports of the several States, or the

reports of the courts of England and Ireland, should rank next in order

of purchase. If, however, the decision is to turn upon the measure of

use of the volumes, preference must be given to the latter. The Scotch
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and Canadian reports are also needed to complete this most essential de-

partment. The principal law magazines and treatises in American and
English law, the best editions of the Roman or civil law, together with
the most celebrated commentaries thereon, and a selection of tin- lead-

ing works relating to the commercial law of continental Europe, should
be found upon the shelves of these libraries. The statutes of the United
States and of the several States, and of Great Britain, are also highly
important. State papers constitute a most valuable acquisition to

these libraries. Under this head may be comprised the legislative

journals and documents published by the State and United States gov-

ernments, congressional debates, the debates of constitutional con-

ventions, and the proceedings of other important political bodies, includ-

ing the parliamentary debates, journals, and documents of Great Brit-

ain and Canada. The state papers of the State and United .States gov-
ernments and Canada, form a collection of over 0,000' volumes, and th.,-

of Great Britain, 2,500 volumes. These publications are directly useful,

and many of them quite necessary to economical and enlightened legis-

lation, and a proper administration of the government. The recorded

investigations and experience of the past, if accessible, supersede the

necessity of re-investigation and suggest important lessons for the guid-

ance of the legislator of the present day.
Pains should betaken to collect theephemeraofjurisprudence. Among

these may be mentioned civil and criminal trials, reviews of cases,

arguments, opinions, essays upon law reform, and tracts upon a variety

of subjects relating to the literature of the law.

With reference to completeness, several of the State libraries already

take high rank. In the department of reports, the libraries of New York,

California, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Iowa are undoubtedly the

most complete, while the largest collections of statute law and S;.u

papers exist in those of Massachusetts, Vermont, and New York. The

matter of supplying deficiencies in reports and statutes has en- i

the attention of several of the States under special grants there-

for, as follows; Kansas, 1871 and 1S72, s.>,0()0; Indiana, 1S71, *i!,.1in ;

Michigan, 187.3, $5,000; New York, 1874,81,500; K'hode Island, \*">.

$1,500; Wisconsin, 1875, $3,500; California paid, in coin, the sum of

$14,500 for law books in 180!); and Iowa completed the Knglisli, Irish,

and Scotch reports in 1871 and 1872, at a cost of several thousand dol-

lars. The States of Maryland. .Minnesota, Ohio, and Pennsylvania are

also engaged in like efforts, though under more limited grants. The

tendency among the States at the present time is to increase the yearly

grant to their respective libraries. It is believed that this tendency

exists in the case of every State except the Slate of'Tennessee, \\hieh,

by a recent act, has reduced the yearly grant to her library from *-.

to $500.

Books are received into the State libraries from three sources, namely.

(1) by purchase, (2) by donation, and
(,'l) by exchange. In respeef to the
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latter source, these libraries enjoy an advantage over all others. The

system of inter-State exchanges is established upon a most reliable basis,

viz, that of the publications of the States themselves; and these ex-

changes have never been more regular and complete than at the present
time. From this source the State library is supplied with the reports,

statutes, and state papers of each of the several States and of Canada,
and with the statutes and state papers of the United States

; and, in

return, furnishes these governments, for their libraries, with the like

publications of its own government. Each State library receives about

450 volumes yearly from this source.

In order, however, that libraries may reap full benefits from this sys-

tem, great vigilance must be exercised by those in charge. Upon this

point the remarks of Mr. White, State librarian of Massachusetts, in his

report for 1873, are most pertinent. He says :

As our States and Territories multiply, and as practiced officials are, through politi-

cal changes, often superseded in office by inexperienced substitutes, not knowing or not

regarding their duty in this respect, it requires constant watchfulness and frequent

correspondence to prevent our series of State publications from failing of completeness.
The deficiency becomes almost hopeless, if such publications are not obtained soon

after issued, as the supply becoming soon exhausted by a free distribution, the volumes

needed to keep sets complete cannot be furnished without difficulty.

Too much stress cannot be laid upon the importance of securing the

law reports at an early day after their publication. Delay in purchas-

ing not only increases the difficulty of obtaining them, but their price

almost invariably advances with time
; indeed, as a general rule, the

best time to purchase a volume of reports, new or old, so far as price is

concerned, is the present, and, if possible, before there has been such a

lapse of time as would compel an order to be answered by the phrase
" out of print." They belong to a class of books whose purchase can-

not be long delayed and the character of the library sustained. The
courts and the profession look for every volume of reports at the e.ir-

liest day after its publication. New treatises and new editions of old

ones that are standard in their character are also imperatively demanded.
There can be no delay, for every new decision is of immediate applica-

tion. To this demand, entirely reasonable, the authorities of every

library should respond to the extent of their power.

COUNTY LIBRARIES.

In nearly all, if not all the States, provisiou is made by law for the

distribution of the reports, statutes, and state papers of the State to

each of the counties therein, which, together with such books as are

purchased by means of small grants from the county treasury, by
j

order of the board of supervisors or of the county court, form what may
be called a county law library, of which the county clerk is the custo- ;

dian. This library is at the county seat, and exists for the use of I

county officers and the courts. These libraries cannot be expected to
j

have a complete set of English and American reports and statutes, nor i
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any very considerable number of text books. A complete set of the re-

ports, statutes, and state papers of the State in which they are situated,
with a few volumes of such treatises as are ordinarily used at nisi prius,
will sufficiently meet the purposes of their establishment. To this ex-
tent these libraries should aim to be complete, and in some of the States

they have reached this standard. 1

LAW ASSOCIATION LIBRARIES.

By reason of the rapid multiplication of law books, public law libra-

ries have become a necessity. For the purpose of establishing and
maintaining such libraries, associations have been formed in many cities.

Keturns1 have been received from about thirty of these libraries, show-

ing collections ranging from a few hundred to 20,000 volumes each.

They are strictly reference libraries, with few exceptions, and are free

to members of their respective associations, and also by courtesy to the
bench. So far as the bench and the bar are concerned, the object of

these libraries, especially in the larger cities, is identical with that of
the State libraries, and the same classes of books should be found upon
their shelves, with the exception of State papers and session laws. The
general statutes and codes of the several States, however, are impor-
tant and should be secured.

Several of these libraries are. quite complete in their collections of re-

ports and treatises. Among others the following may be mentioned as

possessing very full collections: Library of the New York Law Insti-

tute, Social Law Library of Boston, Library of the Law Association of

St. Louis, Library of the Law Association of Philadelphia, Cincinnati

Law Library, Library of the Baltimore Bar, and the Library of the Bar
Association of the City of New York. It is believed that it would be

difficult to find a citation illustrative of the common law in any Kng-
lish or American law book which any one of the libraries named could

not furnish the means of verifying.

1 In Massachusetts, county law libraries, to be accessible and free to all tlie inhabit-

ants of the several counties, were created by the act of March, 1842, which const i-

tuted the counselors and attorneys of each county a corporation for the ptllpOM of

holding and managing said libraries under the genera) direction of tin- justices of tin-

court of common pleas. By act of 1863, amendatory of act of JKV.i, tin- county com-

missioners of the several counties are required to giant tor the county lihr.ny

the entire amount received from clerk's fees, provided the same does not exceed $400

a year; if the fees exceed that sum one-fourth of the surplus is to be so allottl.

but the whole grant shall not exceed $1,000 a year, except in the .lin-iction of the com-

missioners, v\ho may make additional grants in accordance with the act ot 1 -.'.'.

The, law docs not apply to the county of Suffolk.

Imperfect reports from a few Slates of this class of librai ies show that seventy-four

"of the libraries contained 66,600 volumes, ranging from '-.'(id to-l.tmo volum. s. and mnk-

ing an average of 900 volumes each. In Illinois, according to the report of tlie Hiipor-

intendent of public instruction for 1870, there were nearly 1(1,000 volumes in tin- court

libraries. EDITORS.
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LIBRARIES OF LAW SCHOOLS.

Of thirty eight law schools in the United States, twenty-one are in

the possession of libraries ranging from 300 to 15,000 volumes each.

The largest and most important library under this head is that of the

Law School of Harvard University, which was begun by the purchase
of the valuable collection of Mr. Justice Story, and lias received from

time to time large accessions from private contributors. Perhaps no

library in this country has such a rich collection of works on early

Roman law and the commercial law of continental Europe as this.

Next in size and completeness is the library of the Law School of

Yale College, which numbers 8,000 volumes. This library contains full

sets of American, English, and Irish reports, and many valuable works

in jurisprudence and international law.

While it would be well for these libraries to have a complete set of

the English and American reports, very few of the schools can afford

the expense of procuring and maintaining a library upon so broad a

foundation. Doubtless their object will be fairly met, if they contain

the reports of the State in which they are situated, those of the Su-

preme Court of the United States, and a selection of the principal

treatises upon American and English law.

A review of the catalogues of the law libraries of those countries

which have adopted the common law, shows that no one is so rich in

collections of books that appertain strictly to the law as our own.

While the English libraries have, perhaps, more books relating to the

early Eomau law, and more of the earlier treatises upon the common
law than the American, yet, in the department of reports, the Ameri-

can libraries far exceed the English. A complete series of the English,

Irish, and Scotch reports may, indeed, be found upon the shelves of

several, if not all, of the public law libraries of England ;
but not one,

not even the British Museum, has a complete set of the American

reports. In this country, however, as has been shown, several libraries.

State and association, have complete sets of the English, Irish, Scotch,
and American reports, numbering more than 4,000 volumes. Again,
the English libraries have comparatively few of the American treatises,

and are very meagre in American statute law, while the American

libraries have very full collections in these departments, and all of the

principal English treatises, together with a complete collection of Eng-
lish statutes.

Some of the English libraries have been centuries in accumulatin

their treasures. The library of Lincoln's Inn, of London, is the oldest

library in the metropolis, and dates its beginning from the year 1497

that of the Middle Temple was founded in 1641, and the library of th

Faculty of Advocates in Edinburgh was established in 1680. Oiu

American law libraries are a product of the present century. Ver
few have had an existence of over fifty years.

The enterprise that has characterized our national growth has been i
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no department more manifest than in that of our libraries. Public treas-

ure, as well as private munificence, has contributed to make them what

they are. While a lack of means is the obstacle universally encoun-
tered by those who have the growth of libraries in charge, still there is

such a general sense of their value, on the part both of the authorities

and of the profession, as cannot fail to insure their progress.

Principal law libraries in the United States, not including those of the General Gorernmemt.

'
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Principal law libraries in the United States, <fc. Continued.



CHAPTER VI,

MEDICAL LIBRARIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

BY J. S. BILLINGS,
Assistant Surgeon United States Army.

EXTENT OF MEDICAL LITERATURE SEVERAL IMPORTANT COLLECTIONS CATA-
LOGUING AND INDEXING MEDICAL PERIODICAL LITERATURE THESES AM. INAU-

GURAL ADDRESSES FORMING A MEDICAL LIBRARY ARRANGEMENT OF I'AMIMII.KTS

NECESSARY WORKS OF REFERENCE.

It is proposed in the following sketch to give some account of the

resources available to the medical scholar and writer in the United States

iu the way of libraries which have been formed with reference to his

special wants, and to make some remarks on the formation and care of

such collections.

Comparatively few persons have any idea of the amount of medical

literature in existence, or of its proper use and true value, and the result

is that the same ground is traversed over and over again. Cases are re-

ported as unique and inexplicable which, when compared with accounts

of others buried in obscure periodicals or collections of observations,

fall into their proper place and both receive and give explanation. Old

theories and hypotheses, evolved from the depths of the inner conscious-

ness of men too zealous or too indolent to undergo the labor of examin-

ing the works of their predecessors, re-appear, and are re-exploded with

the regular periodicity of organic life; and even when literary research

is attempted, it is too often either for controversial purposes, to serve

the ends of prejudiced criticism, or to support a charge of plagiarism?

or else for th purpose of obtaining a goodly array of footnotes, which

shall imply that the subject is exhausted, and give a flavor ot erudition

to the work. This state of tlii ngs is by no means peculiar to medicine,

but its literature is certainly an excellent illustration of the maxim "The

thing which has been is that which shall lu>, and there is no new thing

under the sun."

The record of the researches, experiences, and speculations relating

to medical science during the last four hundred years is contained in be-

tween two and three hundred thousand volumes and pamphlets; and

while the. immense majority of these, have little or nothing of what we

call "practical value," yet there is no one of them which would not be

called for by some inquirer if he knew of its existence.

Hence, it is desirable, in this branch of liteiature, as in others, that in

each country there should be at least one collection embracing every-
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thing that is too costly, too ephemeral, or of too little interest to be obi I

tained and preserved in private libraries.

When the great work of Mr. Caxton, the History of Human Error, ty

written, the medical section will be among the most instructive and im-

portant, and also that for which it will be most difficult to obtain tin

data.

There are a number of valuable private medical libraries in this couuj- !

try of from four to ten thousand volumes each. Having been collected

for the most part with reference to some special subject or department,

they are the more valuable on that account. The majority of the med-
ical schools also have libraries of greater or less value to the student.

The collections relating to medicine and the cognate sciences, which

are available to the public and are of sufficient interest to require no-

tice in this connection, are those of Boston, Philadelphia, New York,

Cincinnati, and Washington. No one of these indeed approaches com

pleteness, but each supplements the other to such an extent that it sel-

dom happens that bibliographical inquiries cannot be answered by

referring to them in succession.

MEDICAL LIBRARIES IN BOSTON.

The principal medical collection in Boston is that of the Boston Pub-

lic Library, which now comprisesabout 11,000 volumes, for the most parr,

standard works and periodicals, the latter containing files of the princi-

pal American and foreign publications. There is no separate printed

catalogue of the medical section nor of any-of the medical libraries

of Boston, which fact much impairs their practical usefulness.

The Boston Athenaeum has about 5,000 volumes of medical works.

The Boston Society for Medical Improvement has 1,000 volumes of

bound periodicals. The Treadwell Medical Library at the Massachu-

setts General Hospital contains about 3,5^2 volumes. Harvard Univer-

sity Library, including the library of the medical school, has between

5,000 and 6,000 volumes of medicine, including some of much rarity and

value.

A collection which gives promise of much usefulness is that of the

Boston Medical Library Association, which, although only about a year

old, already contains about 3,000 volumes and receives the most impor-

ant medical periodicals.

If the resources of Boston and vicinity in the way of medical litera-

ture available to the student could be shown by a good catalogue indi

eating where each of the several works may be found, the practical

working value of the collections would be greatly enhanced. The diffi

culties in the way of accomplishing such a desirable result, althougl

great, do not appear to be at all insuperable, and might be readily

overcome by the conjoint action of the medical societies and of thi

libraries interested. The same remark will apply to the medical co\

lections of New York and Philadelphia.
1 For statistics of the principal libraries of medical schools aud societies, see tabj'3

at the end of this article. EDITORS.
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MEDICAL LIBRARIES IN NEW YORK.

The library of the New York Hospital is the oldest and largest col-

lection in the city, and now contains about 10,000 volumes. It is well

housed iii a building which although not fire proof is comparatively so.

The books are conveniently arranged, and there is room for twice the

present number. It receives about 100 current periodicals, but with
this exception does not contain ranch recent literature. An alphabet-
ical catalogue of authors was published in 1845

;
three supplement-

ary catalogues have since been printed, and a fourth is now in the

press. The one published in 1865 is a list of the donation of Dr. John
Wai son, consisting of 481 volumes of rare and valuable books. This

library is for consultation and reference only, as no books are loaned,
and is open daily, except Sunday, from 9 a. in. to 10 p. m.

The collection of the New York Medical Library and Journal Assoria-

tiou now contains about, 3,500 volumes, and is imunly valuable for its

collection of periodical literature. It receives about 95 current journals.
No catalogue of this collection has been printed.

The Mott Memorial Library is free and numbers 4,700 volumes. 1

The Academy of Medicine of New York City has recently taken steps
to purchase a building, with the intention of forming a library which

shall meet the requirements of so important a medical centre as New
York, and valuable aid to this end from private collections is promised,

notably from the library of Dr. S. S. Purple, which is remarkably com-

plete in American medical periodicals and in early American medical

literature. A large, well appointed, and well sustained medical library

is much needed in the city of New York, and it is to be hoped that the

eft'ort referred to will be crowned with success. The library at present
numbers 3,000 volumes.2

MEDICAL LIBRARIES IN PHILADELPHIA.

The medical libraries of Philadelphia are large and valuable, and an

'This library was foiltided by the widow of the emiuent surgeon, Valentino Mott.

M. I)., and is free for consultation and study to medical students and mi'mbn> of tin-

profession. Additions to the collection are made annually by Mr*. Mott and her son;

the latter manages its affairs. It has no permanent fund for its increase. KM ii fc

8 The Medico-Legal Society of New York, organized in November, !-?>'. IN^IIII in

1873 the formation of a special library. The following is taken fiom a umilar i" b-

lishrd by the president of the society in October, 1875 :

"The Medico-Legal Society of Now York has voluntarily assumed tin- lalmr l'

organizing and maintaining a complete library of all accessible works upon mrtliral

jurisprudence especially in the English, French, and Gorman tunum-.

"There is not at the present time any notable collection of such works in the United

States. The great law libraries in the city and State of New York, and indeed in the

United States, have only a few standard works of this character, and there is no reMOO

to suppose any change is likely to occur presently in this regard. The medical libraries

of the nation are nearly as poor as are the law libraries in works upon medical Juris-

prudence.
" The society, by a general resolution unanimously adopted, voluntarily assumed the
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interesting account of their history and condition is given by Dr. Rich

ard Dunglison.
1

The library of the College of Physicians has received large additions

within the last few years, and is.now the most valuable working collec-

tion in the country, with the exception of that in Washington. It

numbers more than 19,000 volumes, receives about 80 current journals,

and is rich in the early medical literature of this country. It is a ref-

erence and consultation library to the public, and loans books to the

members of the college. It is much to be regretted that it has no printed

catalogue nor a catalogue of subjects in any form. It has about 5,000

volumes of medical journals.

The Library of the Pennsylvania Hospital, numbering 12,500 volumes,
is the oldest medical collection in this country, having been begun in

1763. The last printed catalogue, issued in 1857, is a classed catalogue
with an index of authors, on the plan of the catalogue of the Library of

the Medical Society of Edinburgh, and is a valuable work for reference,

which should be in every public medical library. A supplement to it

was issued in 1867.

According to Dr. Dunglisou, there is a remarkable absence of dupli-

cation between this collection and that of the College of Physicians, and

together they well represent the early medical literature of this country,

especially of Philadelphia imprints.

Since the Medical Department of the University of Penns.\ Ivania has

occupied its new buildings in West Philadelphia, a valuable foundation

for a medical library, consisting of about 3,000 volumes, has been pre-

sented to it by Dr. Alfred Stille, provost of the university.
2

MEDICAL LIBRARIES IN CINCINNATI.

In Cincinnati there is a small but valuable collection of medical books

at the City Hospital. The Mussey Medical and Scientific Library con-

obligation on the part of each of its members, of contributing one volume per annum
to this library. A membership, which has grown from a small list to upwards of four

hundred iu three years, and which bids fair to be the strongest, numerically, of any of

the kindred societies, makes this means alone likely, iu time, to furnish a collection of

great value. Liberal contributions of money have also been made by individual mem-
bers, which have been iuvested in volumes, obtained by correspondence with all the

dealers and most of the librarians of such works throughout the world.

"A catalogue of the names of all works ever published on these subjects is in course

of preparation by members of the society, and is now far advanced towards comple-
tion."

Tbe annual reports of the society show that up to November, 1875, the contributions

to the library bad been 390 bound volumes, 121 pamphlets, besides $498 for the pur-

chase of books. EPITOKS. ,

'Philadelphia Medical Times. Reprinted, 46 pp. 8. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott
& Co., 1871.

2 This library is thus characterized by the generous donor :

"The collection comprises upwards of 3,000 volumes, including a considerable num-
ber of pamphlets. The bulk of the library consists of American, English, French, and

German periodicals. The other works are in English, French, and German, and are>

chiefly medical as distinguished from surgical." EDITORS.
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tains about 4,000 volumes and 2,000 pamphlets, and is at present a
special deposit in the Cincinnati Public Library.

MEDICAL LIBRARY IN WASHINGTON.
The Library of the Surgeon-General's Office is deposited in the Army

Medical Museum at Washington, but may be considered as the medi-
cal section of the Congressional, or National Library, and is managed
and catalogued in substantially the same manner as that collection.

It now numbers about 40,000 volumes and 40,000 pamphlets, or, to state
it in another form, about 70,000 titles. The library is intended to cover
the entire field of medical and surgical literature, and is now an excel-

lent foundation for a national medical library that shall be worthy of the

name, and put the writers and teachers of this country on an equality
with those of Europe so far as accessibility to the literature of the subject
is concerned.

It has been formed within the last twelve years, and is of course too

young to contain many of the incunabula or the books noted as rare and

very rare, which are the delight of the bibliomaniac; nor, indeed, has

any special effort been made to obtain such. Yet there are few of the

ancient authors whose works it does not possess, although not always
in the most desirable editions. It is comparatively full in American,

English, French, and German medical literature of the present century,
and in works relating to surgery, pathological anatomy, and hygiene-
Of the early medical literature of this country, that is, prior to 1800, it

lias but little. It possesses a few valuable manuscripts, the oldest of which

is a flue copy of the, Lilium Mediciuas of Bernard de Gordon, dated 1349. 1

CATALOGUING AND INDEXING.

For the benefit of those who are not familiar with the practical work-

ings of a large library, and who, therefore, do not appreciate the amount

'There are libraries belonging to several schools in which the Eclectic aud Homeo-

pathic theories of medicine are taught, the only one of the former reported being that

of Bennett Medical College at Chicago, containing 500 volumes; and tin* largest of the

latter class that of the Hahneinaim Medical College at Philadelphia, which numbers

2,000 volumes. The American periodical literature of neither of these schools is ex ten -

HJVC. The following statement is from the pen of the dean of the faculty of the Kclcctic

Medical Institute at Cincinnati, also editor of the Eclectic Medical Journal. He thus

sketches the history of the library of the institute:

"Beginning in 1845, it was deemed an important object to secure a good medical

library of books, both new and old, and as a nucleus of such, a private library WM
purchased, at a cost of $1,500. It was a singular collection of books, both old ami r.u.-.

and yet, with a few exceptions, it was wholly worthless for die uses of the medical

student. The antiquary who desired to unearth old theories and crude method* of

treatment would have been delighted with it. To this \\ere added, from time to timo,

works of the present generation until, in 185:*, some it.UOO volumes had bwn

collected, when, the library room being required for enlargement of the college httlln,

the books were stored in a small room, and the college svas without a library for five

Years. In 1858 changes in the building were again made, ami the books were dn-ted.

some of them rebound, numbered, and catalogued, and made ready for um>. Hut Mill

students were not inclined to use them, even with the aid of a nicely carpeted, lighted.

and heated reading room, and, after two winters of disuse, the dust was allowwl to
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of time and labor involved, the following account is given. It will give
no information to the skilled librarian, who will see at once many de-

fects in the mode of recording due in this case to the lack of cler-

ical force.

The working catalogue of this library is a card catalogue of the usual

form
;
that is, each separate work, whether it be a pamphlet of two

leaves or a cyclopaedia of fifty volumes, is catalogued on a slip of stout

paper about 7 by 5 inches, giving under the name of the author the ex-

act title of the work, the place and date of publication and the collation,

that is, the number of pages or leaves, the size or form of the book, and
the number of plates or tables. These cards are arranged in drawers,

according to names of authors in dictionary order, anonymous works

forming a separate class.

From these cards was printed the catalogue of authors, which was

completed in 1873, and makes two volumes, royal octavo, of about 1,200

pages each, with a supplementary volume containing the anonymous

works, reports, periodicals, and transactions. The cards from which this

was printed were then distributed according to subjects, the subjects

being arranged in dictionary order. This forms the subject catalogue.

As new books were added a second card catalogue was carried on for

them, which is known as the supplementary catalogue.

The subject catalogue above referred to has been very greatly ex-

tended by a process of indexing original papers in medical periodicals

and transactions. The preparation of this index was begun January 1.

1874, since which date every number of current foreign medical jour-

nals and transactions has been indexed as soon as received. When a

number of the London Lancet, for instance, is received, the librarian

indicates in it by a slight pencil check the articles which should be in-

dexed. The journal is then handed to a clerk who indexes each article

checked upon one of the catalogue cards. The top line is left blank for

the subject. Next is given the name of the author, the title of the ar-

ticle, literally transcribed, or if there be no title, one is made for it, and

accumulate on the books, and they rested in peace uutil the tire of 1870, when they
were fortunately consumed.

"While thus somewhat unfortunate in our general library, we have to record

marked benefit from a collection of books of a different character. In a medical col-

lege there are often spare moments between lectures that students might improve, if

books were at hand
;
and quite frequently study would be much facilitated if refer-

ence could be made to a standard authority, even for a moment. Often some im-

portant fact will have escaped the learner's mind, which, could he recall it, would

make an entire subject plain and enable him to meet a coming examination. A mo-

ment's reference to an authority between lectures is sufficient, while without it thero

might be complete failure. Frequently an entire train of thought is arrested by tbo

want of a single fact which is an initial point ;
the struggle of the mind to recall this

fact is frequently sufficient to incapacitate it for the day.
"A reading room furnished with several sets of the latest text books for referen

was provided, and with most satisfactory results. The books were in constant use.

"I believe that these working libraries are to be commended in all higher schools."-

EDITORS.
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finally the abbreviated title of the journal, the year, the number of the

volume, and the pagination. This mode of indexing is on the plan pur-
sued in the Catalogue of Scientific Papers, 181)0-1803, compiled and

published in six quarto volumes by the Royal Society of London. The
number of the journal, with the cards thus prepared, is returned to the

librarian, who indicates in pencil the subject under which each curd

should be distributed, and the cards go to the subject catalogue. Tiie

journal receives a red stamp showing that it has been indexed, is

checked off on the register of periodicals received, and goes to the tiles.

At first only foreign journals were thus indexed, it being known that

Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washington, was preparing an index of American

journals, which it is his intention to make complete to the year l^T'i.

Upon inquiry, however, the work of Dr. Toner was found to be on a very
different plan, as it includes all articles, whether original or copied,

while on the other hand the titles of articles are much abbreviated.

It has therefore been thought best to index all journals, American and

foreign, beginning with January 1, 1875. At the same time as much as

possible is being done to index preceding volumes of important journals

and transactions, of which about 1,000 volumes were indexed during the

past year. This work will be continued as rapidly as possible. The fol-

lowing statistics show the total number of what may be called regular

medical journals which have been established since the first, namely,

Les Xouvelles Decotivertes sur toutes les parties de la Medecine, Paris,

1(57!), as well as the time and labor which the making of such an index

will require:

,
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From this table it will be seen that the library DOW con tains about 75 per

cent, of all that has been published in medical journals. It would not

probably be desirable to extend an index of these farther back than 1800,

as the works of Ploucquet and Reuss fairly cover all medical periodical

literature of any importance prior to that date. A few of the journals

will be very difficult, if not impossible, to obtain
;
but these will be for

the most part of little practical importance. Several medical officers of

the Army, whose stations made it possible to send sets of journals to

them without too much inconvenience, have assisted in the work, and
if this aid can be continued, it is hoped that the index will be completed
in about two years. There is little doubt that it will then be printed,
and it will form a valuable contribution to medical bibliography.

Such an index is proposed in the preface to the Catalogue Raisonne

of the Medical Society of Edinburgh, published in 1836, but Professor

Maclagan states that nothing has been done in this direction. 1

The important part of a medical library, that which will give it char-

acter and value, and for deficiency in which nothing can compensate, is

its file of medical journals and transactions. The difficulty of obtaining
and preserving these is in proportion to the importance of the matter.

The majority of them are essentially ephemeral in character; small

editions are published ; they are rarely preserved with care, and even

when attempts are made to preserve them by binding, it is often, and

indeed usually, without sufficient attention to the collation, so that in

examining files of old journals it will be found that at least one-half

lack a leaf, a signature, or a number. This fact causes much trouble

and disappointment to the librarian, and must always be kept in view

in the collection of this class of literature. In the attempt to make a

complete collection of American medical journals for this library, it has

been repeatedly found that what purported to be the volume or number

wanting to complete a file was defective. It is probable that there is

not a complete collection in existence at any one point, although there

are two public and at least three private collections in this country
which are very full, those of the library of the Surgeon General's

Office; of the College of Physicians, of Philadelphia; of Dr. Toner, of

Washington; of Dr. Hays, of Philadelphia, and of Dr. Purple, of New
York.

The rarest American medical journals are probably some of those

printed in the West and South; for instance, the Oliio Medical Reposi-

tory (182G-'27) and the Confederate States Medical and Surgical Jour

nal (1864-'63).

Another class of medical literature which is important to the librr

rian, and the value of which is usually underestimated, consists of me(

ical theses and inaugural dissertations. To obtain complete series off

these is even more difficult than to get journals, for the reason that the

are more ephemeral, and because it is scarcely possible to ascertain wha

Edinburgh Medical Journal, January, 1873, p. 585.
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have been published, or when the series may be considered complete.
For a few schools, lists have been published of the theses presented by
their graduates, such as Paris and Edinburgh, but even for Edinburgh,
the only catalogue of the theses which the writer has been able to ob-

tain, does not- show when the regular printing of all theses ceased. Cal-

lisen has been led into error in this way in his otherwise very complete

Bibliographical Lexicon, in which he gives the titles of many theses

which were never printed, notably of the Universities of Pennsylvania
and Transylvania. The value of these theses is fourfold. As m iterial

for the history of medicine they may be taken to represent the theories

and teaching of the school; they often contain reports of cases, or ac-

counts of investigations made by the student under the direction of a

professor, which are of much value, and they are necessary to medical

biography, the more so as in most\>f the German universities a sketch

of the life of the candidate is appended to the thesis. In addition to

this, prior to the era of medical journalism, it was the custom for the

president or one of the professors to add ah introduction of ten or twelve

pages to the dissertation, treating on some subject usually having no

direct relation to the thesis, and forming the sort of paper which would

now be sent to a medical journal. The number of these theses in exist-

ence is very great ;
there are in the Library of the Surgeon-General's

Office about 40,000.

A few words of advice to those who may be desirous of forming a

public medical library in connection with a medical school may be of

some use
;
at all events, they are the result of practical experience. The

first thing is. to obtain works of medical bibliography, and a list of a few

which will be found the most useful is appended. In addition to these

it will be necessary to make arrangements to obtain regularly as pub-

lished the catalogues of medical books issued or furnished by the fol-

lowing booksellers :

In Boston, Schcenliof & Moaller, James Campbell ;
in New York City,

Wm. Wood & Co., L. W. Schmidt, B. Westermann & Co.-, E. Steiger,

Siechert & Wolff, P. W. Christern; in Philadelphia, II. C. Lea, LimU.iy

& r.lakiston.

The next thing is to take steps to obtain the current inedir-il periodicals

as completely as possible, aiid also the current ephemeral pamphlets, such

as reports of hospitals and asylums, boards of health and health offi-

cers, transactions of medical societies, addresses, ntc. These things, as

a rule, cannot be purchased, and while they may usually lu> had lor the

asking at the time of their publication, it will be found very difficult, it'

not impossible, to get them after a few years, or it may be only a few

months, have elapsed.
With regard to the purchase of books, so much depends on the amount

of funds available that no general advice can he given Th majority
'

large works, of which there is little danger that the supply will I..

hausted for several years, should not as a rule be purchased at the time
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of their publication, unless they are wanted for immediate use. In a

year or two they can be obtained at a much reduced price. It will often)

be good economy to buy a lot of books in bulk, even although a number
of duplicates be thus obtained, and this is especially the case at the

commencement of the formation of a collection. Oa a small scale the

same rule applies to the purchase of bound volumes of pamphlets. All

duplicates should be preserved for purposes of exchange. It may seem

hardly worth the trouble to preserve what most physicians would throw

at once into the waste-basket, but unless this is done the library will

never be a success. There need be no special haste about the disposal

of duplicates, as they increase in value with age.

PAMPHLETS.

The pamphlets in the Library of the Surgeon -General's Office have

been disposed of in three ways : First, there are 760 volumes of bound

pamphlets, mostly purchased in that condition, which are for the

most part classified according to subjects ;
these volumes are num-

bered consecutively. Second, about 2,000 pamphlets are bound in

separate volumes. These are numbered as single volumes, a*nd include

those which are considered rare or especially valuable. The remainder

of the pamphlets, including the majority of the inaugural dissertations

of the German universities, are kept in file-boxes. These boxes are

made of walnut, and the pamphlets stand in them with their title-

pages looking toward the back of the shelf, the boxes being of widths

suitable for octavos, quartos, etc. The box has no top, and the rear end

slides in and out, and caii be fixed at any point. Each box will hold

about 100 pamphlets.
The boxes are arranged on shelves suited' to their height, thus pre-

venting the admission of dust. The front of the box has a ring, by
which it can be pulled out, and presents an ample surface for labeling

its contents. By loosening the rear end, which can be done by a touch,

and withdrawing it, the title of the work is before the examiner, and a

pamphlet can be added or withdrawn without disturbing the others.

When a pamphlet is required for use it is bound temporarily in stout

covers, the backs of which are pressed together by a strong spring.

These covers have an enameled card on the side, on which is written in

pencil the title of the pamphlet within. This can be readily erased to

make room for the next.

The theses of the schools of Paris, Montpellier, and Strasbourg are

bound in volumes, following the usual arrangement for those schools.

With regard to binding, it is believed that the advice of the Libra

riaii of Congress is the best that can be given: "Bind in half tur-

key, and in most cases let the color be a bright red." Binding in

calf should not be used, except to match what has already been so bound.

The binding in of covers and advertisements is an important point, and

gives increased value to a volume so bound
; indeed, it is sometimes

imj

possible to collate serial publications without the assistance of the cover^.
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Following is a list of works which will be found especially useful

for reference in medical bibliographical work, and which should lu> in

every medical library. For additional titles consult Pauly, infra, pp. I

to 15.

ALLIBONE, S. A. A critical dictionary of English literature a*id Brit-

ish and American authors. 3 v. Roy. 8. Phila., 1863-'71.

ATKINSON, J. Medical bibliography. 8". London, 1834.

BUUNET, J. C. Manuel dulibraire et de I'ainateur de livres. 5me ed.

6 v. Roy. 8. Paris, 1860-'(>5.

CALLISEN, A. C. P. Mediciuisches Suhriftsteller Lexicon der jet/t

lebenden Arzte, Wundiirzte, Geburtshelfer, Apotheker, mid Natur-

forscher aller gebildetea Volker. 33 v. 8. Copenhagen, 1830-'45.

HALLER, A. v. Bibliotheca anatomica. 2 v. 4. Tiguri, 1774-'77.

Bibliotheca chirurgica. 2 v. 4. Beruse, 1774-'75.

Bibliotheca medicine practice. 4 v. 4". Basiliae et Berna1
, 177G-'88.

PAULY, A. Bibliographic des sciences tn6dicales. 8". Paris, !S7-'-'7 I.

PLOUCQUET, G. G. Literatura uiedica digesta; sive, Repeitorium
medicinae practical, chirurgia3 atque rei obstetrical. 4. v. 4". Tubin-

gae, 1808-9.

ROY, G. H. a. Catalogus bibliothecrc medicae. 5 v. 8. Amst., 1830.

WATT, R. Bibliotheca Britanuica; or a general index to British and

loreign literature. 4 v. 4. Edinburgh, 1824.

CATALOGUE raisonne of the Medical Library of the Pennsylvania Hos-

pital, by Etnil. Fischer, xxvi, 750 pp. 8". Philadelphia, 1857.

CATALOGUE of the library of the New York Hospital, arranged alpha-

betically and analytically. 194 pp. 8. New York, 1845. [With

supplements to the same published in 1861, 18G5, and 18G7.J

CATALOGUE of the library of the Surgeon-General's Office, United States

Army, with an alphabetical index: of subjects. 2 p. 1., 451 pp. Roy.

8. Washington, D. C., 1872.

CATALOGUE of the library of the Surgeon-General's O Jice, Uuited States

Army. 3 v. Roy. 8. Washington, 1873-'74.

CLASSED catalogue of the library of the Boyal College of Surgeons of

London. Ixii, 1171 pp. 8". London, 1813.

CATALOGUE of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London.

vii, 702 pp. 8. London, 1856.

INDEX to the above, vii, 293 pp. 8". London, 1800.

I'.ntLiOTiifcQUE irnperiale, departement des imprimes. Catalogue des

sciences m6dieales. Vols. 1 and 2. iii,
7!)t pp., 1 1.

j
77S pp, 1 I.

Imp. 4". Paris, 1857 and 1873..

KOXIEB, Victor. Essai d'une bibliographic universelle de la m.-d.-eino,

de la chirurgie, et de la pharmacie militaires. 2.U pp. S". Paris,

1SI52.

DICTLONNAIBE des sciences medicales; biographic m-dieale.

J. L. Jourdan.j 7 v. 8". Paris, C. L. I-\ Parickoucke, 1820-'25.
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REUSS, J. D. Repertoriura conitnentationuni a societatibus litterariis

editaruin. Tomes X-XY. Scientia et ars inetlica et chirurgica. 6 v.

4. Gottinga?, 1813-'20.

ENGLEMANN, WM. Bibliotheca medico chirurgica et anatomico-physio-

logica. Alphabetisches Verzeicbniss der mediciniscben .... Biicber

\velcbe vom Jahre 1750 bis 1847 in Deutschland erscbienen sind. 734

pp. 8. Supplement Heft 1848-'G7. 350 pp. 8. Leipzig, 1848-'G8.

CATALOGUE of scientific papers, (1800-1863.)

by tbe Royal Society of London. 6 v. 4.
Compiled and published

London, 1867-'72.

Table of the principal medical libraries in the United States.

[For further information respecting the following and other medical libraries in the United States

see general table of statistics elsewhere in this report.]

Place.

4)



CHAPTER VII.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

BY PROF. THEODORE GILT., M.D., 1'II.D.,
Cf the Smithsonian Irutitulion.

INTRODUCTION FACILITIES FOR SCIENTIFIC INVKSTIGATION IN THE UNITED STATKS
RECORDS OF PROGRESS PHYSICS GKNERAL MATHEMATICS CHEMISTRY ZOOL-
OGY ANATOMY ANTHROPOLOGY BOTANY GEOLOGY.

INTRODUCTION.

In every general library, as a matter of course, are works on science,
and usually a section devoted to science or its different subdivisions.

Very few, however, have collections that are of much importance ;
ami

even in libraries of quite largo size (e. #., over 50,000 volumes) the stu-

dent may apply in vain for many works that are the standard manuals
in their departments. The rich literature involved in the publications
of learned societies and other scientific periodicals also is almost wholly

unrepresented. Even as a rule, judging from personal knowledge and

the examination of a large number of catalogues, the scientific works in

general libraries are, or at least have been, mostly school books, pre-

pared in many cases by men unrecognized as scientific experts, and

often far behind the dates of their title pages in information as to the

status of the science. This fault has to some extent been rectified

since the publication and popularity of the works of Huxley, Tvndall,

Helmholtz, and a few others, but is still in a large degree perceptible.

Among those general libraries in which more or less attention has bt*cn

paid to the selection and acquisition of scientific works may In- espe-

cially mentioned the Library of Congress at Washington, (with which

the Library of the Smithsonian Institution is incorporated.) the l'..>ston

Public Library, the Astor Library of New York, and the IVabody Insti-

tute of Baltimore. 1 Each of these is, however, deficient in many stand-

ard works, and an active investigator who should wish to become ac-

quainted with the literature of any subject would soon be arrested in Ins

researches if obliged to depend on any one of them. The libraries of a

few learned societies are, then, the chief sources of information, and

to these the student must necessarily resort, if engaged in exten

'These several libraries are especially mrntitmril l>cr.niM- their ooiitonUi art bMt
known to the writer, and in :iny case they are pro-eminent in wealth of Hcientiti.- lit-r-

utiiiv.
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bibliographical investigations. But tbe societies which can afford the

requisite facilities are extremely few. and the general libraries just al-

Inded to are far richer than most of the societies devoted to scientific

subjects are in their own branches. In fact, there are considerably less

than a dozen which demand special notice. The objects of this article

may be best subserved by a notice of the libraries of the several cities,

beginning with and then diverging from Washington.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES IN WASHINGTON.

Taken altogether, Washington probably affords almost if not quite as

many facilities for the scientific student as does any other city on the

continent.

First is the General Library of Congress, which, including the collec-

tion of books deposited by the Smithsonian Institution, is the largest

in the country, and its efficient and untiring chief has been most assid-

uous in his endeavors to make it worthy of its position as a national

library. It contains now over 300,000 volumes, and at least 00,000

pamphlets.
Next in wealth, and superior to any in its specialty, is the library of

the Surgeon-General's Office, which is almost exclusively devoted to

works on the different departments of medical art and science and cog-

nate branches, including chemistry. Its completeness may be inferred

from the number of books, about 40,000 volumes and 40,000 pamphlets.

Applied science is the specialty of the Patent-Office Library, and the

standard works, at least on the various branches of science and their

technical applications, are tolerably well 'represented among the _J3,000

volumes on the shelves of the library.

A special astronomical library is possessed by the United States Naval

Observatory; it contains about 7,000 volumes, and has been for some

years under the direction of Prof. J. E. Nourse.

A library, composed mostly of works on hydrography and geodesy,
and related subjects, has bsen collected at the United States Cjast Sur-

vey Office; it has about 6,000 volumes.

A collection of works on meteorology and cognate branches has

been formed by the Signal-Service Bureau of the War Department, and

contains about 2,900 bound volumes and 410 pamphlets.

Thus, with all these libraries combined, the student of any branch of

science may have tolerable facilities in this city for elaborating any

given subject and reviewing its history, but there are many lamentable

deficiencies. These are probably most evident in the department ot

natural history. In every branch of this science there are striking de-

siderata
;
for instance, the opus magnum on mammals Schreber am

Wagner's, and many illustrated works on birds, reptiles, and fishes; ii

conchology, Kiister's edition and continuation of Martini and Chem
nitz's Systernatisehes Conchylien-Cabinet and Sowerby's Thesanrn.-

Couchyliorum ;
and some of the most, and too often the most, indis
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pensable works on the classes of insects, crustaceans, worms, echinoderrus,
and polyps, as well as a number of classic works on plants ''< nowhere
to be seen in the city. In fact, many of those works which aiv true text

books for the scientific naturalist cannot be here found, and conse-

quently the student must either suspend his investigations (as several

have done) and ultimately, perhaps, give them up in despair altogether.
or inflict on the scientific world works whose imperfections redound to

the discredit of himself as well as of the science of the country. A
few years ago the case was far worse, and no branch of /ooi

botany, or geology could be prosecuted with thoroughness in the c

Even the means for obtaining some idea of what had been elVeeted

for the several branches of science in more favored hinds, through the

medium of reports on progress, were unavailable, and some of those re-

ports are still wanting in all Washington libraries. No work or paper
of magnitude in any department of the natural sciences has been pub-
lished by a resident of Washington without the aid furnished by libra-

ries outside of the city, and even yet none relating to foreign animals

or plants could be prepared without extraneous bibliographical assist-

ance. The discredit ueces sarily resulting from this state of affairs is

mostly chargeable to the too meagre appropiiations for library ptirpo^--.

in which respect there is a remarkable contrast between our Govern-

ment and the British, as well as other enlightened nations.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES IN BALTIMORE.

Baltimore has no general first class library as yet, nor any speeial

one of notable importance. It is, however, the seat of a rapidly grow-

ing and well administered library, (that of the Peabody Institute,)

containing now about 58,000 volumes, which in proportion to its si/.e is

well provided with works in different branches of science and especially

on the natural sciences. For this selection it is chiefly indebted to the

scientific proclivities and talents of its first and present librarians. Dr.

J. C. Morris and Mr. Philip Uhler. In it are to be found some important

works which are in none of the libraries of Washington.

SCIENTIFIC) LIBRARIES IN PHILADELPHIA.

Philadelphia has several well equipped scientific libraries, chief of

which are those of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia and

of the American Philosophical Society.

The academy's library has about 30,000 volumes and ;r,ooi) pam-

phlets, chiefly relating to the several branches of natural history. It is

unquestionably, as a whole, the most coa plete library in iis .special de-

partment in the United States, and has very few rivals anywhere. The

collection o periodicals is very good if not quite as good as that be-

longing to the Smithsonian Institution deposited in the Congressional

Library and all the classes of the several kingdoms of nature are well

represented on its shelves. Especially worthy of note are the secti*
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of ornithology and couchology; these are almost, if not quite, unsur-

passed in extent and completeness. The costly illustrated works which

have been published in such profusion on those groups, and the rare

opuscules and pamphlets, issued from time to time by amateurs and col-

lectors, have been alike obtained. Extremely few works that would be

likely to be ever called for are wanting, and it has been claimed that

only two conchological publications are lacking. Although this is a

rather extravagant claim, every student who has availed himself of the re-

sources of the library will be prepared to admit its surpassing richness.

The library of the American Philosophical Society, although much
inferior in completeness to that of the Academy of Natural Sciences, is

still good, containing about 20,005 bound volumes and 15,000 pamphlets.

Among these are many of rarity and value. Every branch of science is

tolerably well represented by the contents of its rooms, but in no de-

partment is there a full development of the literature of the subject.

Among other special libraries in Philadelphia, those of the Franklin

Institute and the Entomological Society are noteworthy. These, to

some extent, supplement those already mentioned, but neither is by
any means complete.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES IN NEW YORK.

New York is less rich in bibliographical facilities for the scientific stu-

dent than either Washington or Philadelphia, at least so far as public
libraries are concerned. The Astor Library, those of the scientific schools,

(Columbia College in the city and the Stevens Institute of Hoboken,)
that of the New York Academy of Sciences, (

former 1y the Lyceum
of Natural History, in New York,) and that of the New York Museum
of Natural History, collectively furnish considerable bibliographical

resources for the literary scientist. The Museum of Natural History
is gradually amassing a library which promises to be of considerable

importance at a not distant future. It has acquired, through the lib-

erality of friends, two collections which are rich in their specialties,

the works on mollusks assembled by Dr. John Jay during a life of de-

votion to conchology, and those relating to fishes, obtained at great ex-

pense and with rare knowledge by Mr. J. Carson Brevoort. The first,

purchased for the museum by Miss Wolfe, is perhaps only second (except,

possibly, as to the quite recent literature) to the corresponding section

in the library of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia ;
the

second, obtained for the library through the liberality of Mr. Roberb

Stuart, is unequaled in the country, and there are extremely few

ichthyological treatises which are not contained therein
;

it is especially

rich in inaugural theses and authors' extras of articles originally pub
lished in periodicals. The other departments of the library are compar
atively poor.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES IN NEW HAVEN.

In New Haven there is no first class public library but that of Yal<

College. The many eminent scientists connected with the college ant
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tbe Connecticut Academy of Sciences (among whom may be especially
mentioned Professors J. D. Dana aud O. C. Marsh) have severally ac-

quired libraries which collectively furnish the means for prosecuting
bibliographical studies in great detail in almost every department of
science.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES IN BOSTON, CAMBRIDGE. AND SALEM.

Boston and Cambridge are well provided with public or semi-public
repositories for scientific bibliographical investigations. In Bo.ston are

three noticeable libraries. The Boston Public Library takes special care
in the selection of scientific works, and ranks next to the Library of

Congress in the number of volumes, (having 297,615 volumes March

1, 1870, and about 181,000 pamphlets.) The American Academy of

Arts and Sciences, during the almost century of its existence, (it was
founded iu 1780,) has accumulated a collection of about 16,000 volumes
and 2,000 pamphlets, and the several branches of science have been

cared for. The Boston Society of Natural History has had for some
time considerable means, (about $13,000 a year,

1

)
and its efficient libra-

rians have brought its library up to a tolerable condition for general

investigation, although it does not yet furnish the means for detailed

bibliographical work, at least in most branches, like the Academy of

Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. In Cambridge the means for literary

scientific researches are supplied by the good college libraries, supple-

mented by the private collections of the professors. No exact data are

at hand respecting the extent of the collections of works on the mathe-

matical sciences. The natural sciences are known to be quite well repre-

sented by works collected by the late Professor Agassiz and his son for

their own use, and given to or deposited in the library of the museum of

comparative zoology.
The neighboring city of Salem has a society library (that of the Essex

Institute) wbich, although small, (comprising 30,635 volumes and !". H>>

.pamphlets,) is, in proportion to its size, quite rich in scientific publica

tions, obtained partly in exchange for its own publications and partly

through the customary means of acquisition.

Those thus described a,re believed to be the only places or public

society libraries in the country which could furnish the means for any

thing like exhaustive studies of the literature of any given scientific

subject. There are, however, in a number of other places, public or

semi-public libraries, which, to a greater or less extent, are enabled to

administer to the needs of the student of a local fauna or specific

subject. Such are especially Albany, with its State Library and the

Albany Institute; St. Louis and San Francisco, with their Academies of

Sciences
; Chicago, with its Public Library as well as the Chicago

Academy of Sciences; Buffalo, with the r.nlValo Society of Natural

Sciences; Charleston, with the Elliott Society of Natural llisi,.r\ : and

'A small poitiou of this sum is applicable for library purpose*.
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New Orleans, with the New Orleans Academy of Science. The libraries

in these several cities, however, so far as can be inferred from published

reports and hearsay, are very incomplete and partial in their scientific

departments. In fine, the experience of the author in a number of cases

has been that in no instance could any bibliographical study on an

extensive scientific subject be prosecuted to a satisfactory conclusion

in any one city, although the means for so doing are best provided
in Philadelphia; and in the present state of our libraries a visit to

that place is necessary before concluding any such investigation. Next
to Philadelphia, there is no very decided choice, in some respects

Washington offering the most facilities, and in others Boston. An
outlay of less than $5,000, to be expended under a competent scientific

bibliographer, would, however, give either the decided predominance
in every department of scientific literature. Of the four principal cities,

so far as the experience of the author has gone, the convenient resources

of New York for research are the least effective.

RECORDS OP PROGRESS.

Among.the most important and really indispensable works of refer-

ence for the scientific investigator, and indeed for any student who de-

sires to become familiar with the progress of science in its several

branches, are the annual volumes in which are recorded the various

contributions to the literature of science during the successive years.

Yet, strangely enough, they are rarely met with in our libraries, and
the existence of such annual epitomes of scientific literature is known

only in part, and sometimes absolutely unknown, to our librarians.

After visits to all the libraries in the city of Washington, the author is

able to preent only the present quite imperfect list of these valuable

publications. Several of the series are entirely unrepresented in the

libraries, and others only by fragments or odd volumes. In default of

these annual reports, the labors of the investigator are not only much
increased by the necessity of examining in detail all the periodicals in

which by any chance papers might be published ;
but the chances even,

then would be great that some article of importance might be over-'

looked. It is true that in previous articles on the same subject refer-

ences may be given to the previous literature, but there is often no

means of ascertaining to what extent bibliographical researches have

been undertaken, and the previous investigator may have been more

unfortunately situated with regard to means of investigation than the

new one. A sine qua non, therefore, not only of a professed scientific

library, but of every library that professes to administer to the needs of

other than the elementary student, should be a complete collection of

the annual records of scientific literature for each department of science.

The cost is quite small, and if the series were present in at least the

more important libraries of the land, fewer volumes marked by the

almost absolute ignorance on the part of their compilers of the latest

developments of science would be issued than at present. It is to ba
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hoped that the following may be of use in giving some idea of tbe

character, scope, and extent of the series in question. Tin- nm>t
serious defect in most of these is the lateness of issue, sum.- being
in publication several years behind the periods for which they an- issued.
While this is, of course, to be regretted, the length of time taken al!

more for the elaborate and exhaustive collection of the literatim- of tin-

respective years, and the present need of the student will be sul>sei\rd
to a gre-it extent by the catalogues enumerated und.-r tin- HIM head,
which are issued with comparative promptitude, and give tin- tit!.

the academical publications as they severally appear.

GENERAL.

BIBLIOTIIECA Historico-Naturalis Physico-Xatnralis, Physiro-CIn-mira -t Matlifina-

tica ; o'lrrsy.stematisch ireordneteUbi-rsieht dt-r in Dcntschland uinl ili-in Aii>land<-aiif

dem Gebieteder gesarnmten NatnrwissenBchaften HIM! der Maihenmtik m-ii eiM-liirii-

eiit-n Biicher, heransgegeben von Dr. H. Metzger, Professor an der Ftn.staeademic /u

Miindcn. Vieruudzwanzigster Jahgang. 2 Hef'te. Verlag von VaiuK-nln.i-i k iV

Rnprecbt, in Gottingeu. [1874-75. H.]

Also issued by the booksellers B. Westermanu & Co., with the follow-

ing additional title printed on the cover :

Bihliotheca Historico-Naturalis, Pliysico-CMieinica t Mathcinatica. A rla>silifd cata-

lo^im of all books on natural history, chemistry and mathematics published in

many, England, France, Netherlands etc. etc. 1874. [2 parts.] <>ni<i.s may bo di-

rccti'd to B. Westermanu & Co., foreign booksellers, 524 Broadway, NY\v Y-ik.

This publication, which is distributed gratuitously 1>\ the publi>lin>.

purport* to give, in a classified manner, the works published trom \ear

to year in the different departments of natural and mathematical M-i-

cnces. Experience shows that it is quite a useful publication, which

should be in every scientific library, but it is of comparatively little per-

manent value; many titles are overlooked, and the titles given are

often imperfect. The periodical is issued in two half-.> early paits.

EEPERTORIUM d^r Natiirwisst-nsrhafti-n. Monatliche Obersiclit<lfr in-n.-sirn \i l.-it-n

auf dem Gebiete der Naturwissenschaften. HiTaiisgi-gehon von d-r Ki-daction lr-

tnrlbrscher. I. Jahrgang. [Berlin. Fcrd. Diiiiimlt-rs VfrlagslMichhaiidliin^, 1~7">.
]

[(^iiaifo, issued in monthly parts of 4 leaves each, with two column*, nnmln-icd on

cadi |>ai;( ,
at 4 marks a year.]

In this new periodical are recorded the titles (and titles onl\) of the

articles published in the prominent transactions and proceedings of >n

entitle societies as well as in the sc ientitic maga/ines of all [tait^ ot tin-

world. It, therefore, furnishes an excellent synopsis foi the investigator,

and to a considerable extent relieves him of the incc>sn\ ,.f looking

through numerous publications when in search of specific iniormation.

MATHEMATICS.

.JAIIKT-l'CH iiber die Fortschritto der Mathematik im V.-rein mit andnrcn Mtli<-

k.-rn luM-ansgegebeu von Carl Ohrtmann, 1-Vlix Miill.-r, All., it \Van{Tiii. Flhiftor

Baud. Jain-gang. 1873. Berlin, Druck nud Verlag von GeorgBelmr. 1H70. (-

This publication is devoted to the synopsis of the contents of works,
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etc., in pure mathematics. These are analyzed under the following

heads :

Ersler Abschnitt. Geschichto and Philosophic. History and philosophy.

Capitel 1. Geschichte. History.

Capitel 2. Philosophic. Philosophy.
Zwe.iter Abschnitt. Algebra. Algebra.

Ciipitel I. Gleichungen. :

Equations.

Capitel 2. Theorie der Formen. Theory of forms.

Capitel 3. Elimination nnd Substitution, D-iterminanten, Invarianten, Covarian-

ten, symmetrische Fnnctionen.

Drifter Abschnitt. Zahleutheorie. Theory of numbers.

Capitel 1. Allgemeines. General.

Capitel 2. Theorie der Forrnen. Theory of forms.

Capitel 3. Kettenbriiche. Continued Fractions.

Vierter Abschnitt. Wahrscheinlichkeitsrechuung und Coinbinationslehre. Doctrine

of probabilities and theory of combinations.

Fiinfter Abschnitt. Reihen. Series.

Capitel 1. Allgmeines. General.

Capitel 2. Besondere Reihen. Special series.

Secftster Abschnitt. Differential- und Integralrechnung. Differential and integral cal-

culus

Capitel I. Allgemeines (Lehrbiicher etc.) General (text books, etc.)

Capitel 2. Differeutialrechnung (Differential, Fnnctionen von Differentialen,

Maxima nnd Minima). Differential calculus (differentials, functions of differ-

entials, maxima and minima).

Capitel 3. Integralrechnnng. Integral calculus.

Capitel 4. Bestimmte Integrate. Definite integrals.

Capitel 5. Gewohnliche Difft;rentialgleichungtjn. Common differential eq-iations.

Capitel 6. Partielle Differentialgleichungen. Partial differential equations.

Capitel 7. Yariationsrechnung. Calculus of Variations.

Siebenler Abschnitt. Functionentheorie. Theory of functions.

Capitel 1. Allgemeines. General.

Capitel 2. Besondere Functionen. Special functions.

Achttr Abschnitt. Rfeine, elementare nnd synthetische Geometrie. Pare elementary
and synthetic geometry.

Capitel 1. Principien der Geschichte. Principles of history.

Capitel 2. Continuitiitshetrachtungen. Analysis situs.

Capirel 3. Elementare Geometrie. (Planimetrie, Trigonometric, Stereometric.)

Elementary geometry (planimetry, trigonometry, stereometry).

Capitel 4. Darstellende Geometrje. Descriptive geometry.

Capitel 5. Neuere synthetische Geometrie. New synthetic geometry.
A. Ebene Gebilde. Plane forms.

B. Riiuinliche Gebilde. Spheriral forms.

C. Geometrie der Anzahl. Geometry of numbers.

Nenntcr Abschnitt. Analytische G o:netrie. Analytical geometry.

Caiiifel 1. Coordinate!!. Co-ordinates.

Ca])itel 2. Analytische Geometrie der Ebene. Analytical Geometry of planes.

A. AUgemeine Theorie der ebenen Curven. General theory of plane curves.

15. Theorie der algebraischeu Curven. Theory of algebraic curves.

C. G^rade Linie nnd Kegclschnitte. Straight lines and conic sections.

]). Audere specielle Curven. Other special curves.

Capitel 3. Analytische Geometrie des Riumes. Analytical geometry of space.

A. AUgemeine Theorie der Fliicheu uud Raumcurven. General theory of surfac*

and spherical curves.
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B. Thebrie <ler algebraischen Flsichen und Raumcnrven. Theory of algebraic
surfaces and spherical curves.

C. Raumgebilde ersten, zweiteu, dritteu Grades. Bodies of the first, second, and
third grades.

D. Andere specielle Raumgebilde. Other special bodies.

Capitel 4. Liniengeometrie. Linear geometry.

Capitel 5. Verwandtschuft, eindeutigo Trausformationen, Abbildungeii. AtVmitv,

simple transformations, figures.

The preceding is simply a reproduction of the table of contents of the

first two parts of the fifth volume. The third (and last) part lias not \ t

come to hand, and the first four volumes are at present inaccessible and
cannot be found.

PHYSICS.

FORTSCHRITTE (Die) der Physik im Jahre 1870. Dargestellt vou der PhysikalUf-h.-n

Gesells-ihafc zu Berlin. XXVI. Jahrgang. Redigirt von Prof. Dr. B. Sehwalbe. Ber-

lin. Druck und Verlag von Georg Reiiner. 1875. [8, Ixiv, 1021 pp.]

The progress of physics in each year has, for more than a qu rter of

a century, been recorded under the auspices of the Physical Society

of Berlin. The memoirs epitomized have been considered in the last

complete volume (the record for 1870) under the following heads :

Erster AbsohnM, Allgemeine Physik. General physics.

1. Maass und Messen. Measure and measuring.
2. Dichtigkeit. Density.
3. Molekularphysik. Mo'ecular physics.

4. Mechanik. Mechanics.

,
r
>. Hydrodynamik. Hydrodynamics.
6. Aerodynamik. Aerodynamics.
7. Collision und Adhiision. Cohesion and adhesion.

Ztcelte.r AbuchnUt. Akustik. Acoustics.

8. Physikalische Akustik. Physical acoustics.

9. Physiologische Akustik. Physiological acoustics.

Dfitter Abschnitt. Optik. Optics.
10. Theorie des Lichts. Theory of light.

11. Fortpflanziing, Spiegelung und Brechung des Lichts. Velocity, n-nVrtion, and

refraction of light.

12. Objektive Farben, Spektrum, Absorption. Objective colors, spectrum, absorp-

tion.

13. Pliotoni (itrie. Photometry.
14. Phosphorescon/ uriil Fluorescent. PhoiphoresciMico and tlmnvsi-.-nce.

1"). Intertet-enz, P.liirisntio:i, I) >p;>illm)<-lmu'.j, Krystallo;>tik. Inti-rlVn-u , ;>

i/.ation, double refraction, and ci'ystaloptics.

16. C'.u-.misrho \Virkiingii des Lichh-, IMioto^rapliii-. Clitvn '-l''t.

photography!
17. Physiologische Optik. Physiological optics.

H. ()
:
)tisc,hc Apparabe, Optical sipparatn-*.

I'iiTtiT .Ihni'hiiill. WaniK'lehre. Thi-rinics.

H). Tlieorie der Wiirino. Theory of heat.

JO. Th.-rmoiiietrie und Ausd.'linung. TliiTinomotry and i>xp:in-i<n.

yi. (^nr.llcn der \Viinue. Sources of heat.

21. Audenuig des Aggregatzustandos. Change of molecular .slriirturc.
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23. Specifische Wiirme. Specific beat.

24. Verbreitnng der Wiirme. Distribution of heat.

Fiinfter Abachnilt. Elektricittitslehre. Electricity.

25. Allgemeine Theorie der Electricitat uud des Magnetisinus. General theory of

electric! fy and of magnetism.
26. Electricitiitserregung. Induction of electricity.

27. Elektrostatik. Electrostatics.

28. Batterieentladung. Discharge of batteries.

29. Galvanische Ketten. Galvanic chains.

30. Galvanische Messapparate. Galvanometric apparatus.
31. Tneorie der Kette. Theory of the chain.

32. Elektrochemie. Electro-chemistry.

33. Thermoelektricitiit. Thermo-electricity.

34. Elektrische Warineerzeuguug. Heat produced by electricity.

35. Elektrisohes Licht. Electric light.

36. Magnet ismus. Magnetism.
37. Elektromagnet ismus. Electro-magnetism.
38. Elektrodytiamik, Induction. Electro-dynamics, induction.

39. Elektrophvsiologie. Electro-physiology.
40. Amvendiingeu der Electrioitat. Applied electricity.

Suchster Abuchnitt. Physik der Erde. Physics of the globe.
41. Meteorologische Optik. Meteorological optics.

42. Meteorologie. Meteorology.
43. Erdmagm'tismns. Terrestrial magnetism.
44. Atinospharische Elektricitat. Atmospheric electricity.

45. Physikalische Geographie. Physical geography.

CHEMISTRY.

JAHRESBERICHT iiber die Fortschritteder reiuen,pharmacentishen nnd technischcn.

Chemie, Physik, Mineralogie uud Geologic. Beiicht iiber die Fortschiitte der Chemie

uud verwandter Theile anderer Wissenschaften. Fiir 1869. Giessen. J. Rick-

ei'sche Buchbandlung. 1872. [8.]

Tlie reports for 1857 to 1869 have also a second title-page, viz :

Jahresbericht iiber die Fortschritte der Chemie und verwandter Theile anderer

Wissenschaften.

[ Fiir 1H57-1860.] Von Hermann Kopp und Heinrich Will. 1858-62.

[Fiir 1861-1862.] Unter Mitwirkung von Th. Engelbach, W. Hallwachs, A.

Kuop ; herausgegeben von Hermann Kopp und Heinrich Wills. 1863.

[Fiir 1833-1867.] Uuter Mitwirknug von C. Bohn [1863-65]. Th. Engelbach

[1863-67], A. Kuop, [1863], Al. Naumann [1867] , K. Zoppritz [1887], herausge-

geben von Heinrich Will. 1864-69.

[Fiir 1808.] Unter Mitwirkung von Th. Engelbach, Al. Naumann, W. Stiidel her-

ausgfgeben von Adolph Strecker. 1870. J. Ricker'sche Buchhandluug. . . . 1872.

[Fiir 1869.] Unler Mitwirknug von A. Lanbenheimer, Al. Naumauu, F. Nies, F4

Rose
; herausgegeben von Adolph Strecker. Fiir 1869 Giesseu. J. Ricker'sche

Buchhaudlung. 1872. [Suppl. title, xxxvii, 1372 pp.]

The literature of chemistry in the last completed volume at ban

(published 1872) is epitomized under the following heads :

Allgeneine und ftkytikalisokf Chemie. General and physical chemistry.

Krystallkunde. Crystallography.
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Allgetneine theoretisch-chemische Untersnchungen. General theoretic chemical in-

vestigations.

Thermisch-chemische Untersuchungen. Thermo-chemical investigations.
Electrisch-chemische Untersuchungen. Electro-chemical investigations.

Magnetisch-chemische Untersuchungen. Magneto-chemical investigations.

Optisch-chernische Uutersuchungen. Optico-chemical investigations.

Ua-organische Chemle. Inorganic chemistry.

Sanerstoff. Oxygen.
Schwefel. Sulphur.
Selen. Selenium.

Chlor. Chlorine.

.Tod. Iodine.

Fluor. Fl uori ne.

Stickstoff. Nitrogen.

Phosphor. Phosphorus.
Bor. Borax.

Kohlenstoff. Carbon.

Silicium. Silicon.

Metalle, Allgemeines. Metals, general. .

Kulium. Potassium.

Natrium. Sodium.

Lithium. Lithium.

Baryum. Barium.

Strontium. Strontium.

Calciu m. Calcium.

Beryllium. Beryllium (cerite metals).

Mangan. Manganese (Jargonium).
Eisen. Iron (ferruin).

Chrom. Chromium.

Kobalt und Nickel. Cobalt and nickel.

Zink. Zinc.-

Iridium. Iridinra.

Cadmium. Cadmium.

Kupfer. Copper (cuprum'*.

Blei. Lead (plumbum).
Zinn. Tin (stannum).
Titan. Tiiauiuin.

Bismuth. Bismuth.

Antiruon. Antimony (stibium).

Uran. Uranium.

Molfbdiin. Molybdenum.
Tantal uud Niob. Tantalium and niobium.

Vanadium. Vanadium.

Quecksilber. Mercury (hydrargyrum).
Silber. Silver (argentum).
Gold. Gold (aurum).
Platinrnetalle. Platinum.

Organlscfie Chemle. Organic chemistry.

Allgemeines. General.

Cyanverbindungen. Cyanides.

Kohlenwasserstoffe, Alkohole and deren Substitntionsproducte. Hydrocarbon,

alcohols, and substitute products.

Aromatische Kohlenwasserstoffe und Verbindungen. Aromatic bydrocarbow as*

their comp unds.

Aldehyde. Aldehydes.

13 E
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Acetone. Acetones*

Siiuren. Acids*

Amide und Nitride. Amides and Nitrides.

Organische Basen. Organic bases.

Kohlenhydrate und Ahnliches. Carbon hydrates and similar compounds.

Eigentbiluiliche Pflauzenstoffe und Piianzenanalysen. Peculiar products and

analyses of plants.

Pflanzenchemie und Pflanzenanalysen. Vegetable chemistry and analyses of

plants.

Eiweisskorper. Albumines.

Thierchemie. Animal chemistry.

Analytische Chemie. Analytical chemistry.

Allgemeines. General.

Erkennung und Bestimmung unorganischer Substanzen. Recognition and deter-

mination of inorganic substances.

Erkennung und Bestimmung organischer Substanzen. Recognition and deter"

ruination of organic substances.

Apparate. Apparatus.
Technische Chemie. Technical chemistry.

Metalle, Legirungen. Metals, alloys.

Metalloide, Siiuren, Alkalien, Salze. Metalloids, acids, alkalies, salts.

Schiesspulver, Spreng- und Ziindmaterialien. Gunpowder, material for blasting

and percussion.

Mortel, Cement, Thon, Glas. Mortar, cemeut, clay, glass.

Agriculturchemie. Agricultural chemistry.

Xahrungsmittel. Food. i

Brennstoffe. Fuel.

Leuchtstoffe. Illuminators.

Pflanzen- und Thierfaser. Animal and vegetable fiber.

Farberei . Dyeing.

Mineralogie. Mineralogy.

Allgemeines. General.

Metalloide. Metalloids.

Metalle. Metals. <*'

Telluride. Tellurides.

Arsenide. Arsenides.

Antimonide. Antiinonides. .

Snlfuride. Sulphides.

Oxyde. Oxides.

Oxydhydrate. Oxyhydrates.

Oxydoxydulhydrate. Protoxyhydrates.
Silicate. Silicates.

Silicate mit Basen R O. Silicates with bases R O.

Silicate mit Basen R.2 O3 . Silicates with bases R.2 O3 .

Silicate mit Basen R O und R-2 O3 . Silicates with bases R and R* 3 .

AVasserhaltige Silicate. Hydros!licates. . I

Silicate mit Titanaten, Boraten n. s. w. Silicates with titauites, borates, &c.

Titanate. Titanites.

Tantalate und Niobate. Tantalates and niobates.

Molybdate. Molybdates.
Vanadinate. Vanadiuates.

"Wolframiate. Wolframiates.

Phosphate. Phosphates.
Arseuiate. Arseniates.

Nitrate. Nitrates.
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Borate, Borates.

Snlfate. Sulphates.
Sulfate mit Carbonaten. Sulphates with carbonates.

Carbonate, Carbonates.

Fluoride. Fluorides.

Chloride. Chlorides.

Organoide. Organoids.
Unbekannte Mineralien. Unknown minerals.

Versteinerungsraittel. Materials for petrifaction.

Pseudomorphosen. Pseudomorphs.

Paragenesis. Paragenesis.

Chemische Geologic. Chemical geology.

Allgeraeines. General.

Wasseruntersuchungen. Examination of waters.

Meteoriteu. Meteorites.

JAHRESBERICHT iiber die Fortschritte anf dem Gesammtgebiete dor Agricnltnr*
Chemie. Begriindet von Dr. Robert Hoffmann. Fortgesetzt von Dr. Ednard Peters.

Weiter fortgefiihrt von Dr. Th. Dietrich, Prof. Dr. H. Hellriegel, Dr. J. Fittbojcen,
Prof. Dr. R. Ulbricht, . . . Elfter und zwolfter Jahrgaug: die Jahre 186S and 1

Mit einem vollstiiudigeu Sach- und Namen-Register. Berlin. Verlag von Julius

Springer. 1871.

This is a record of the progress of agricultural chemistry, the first

volume of which (for 1858-1859) was published in I860. It was originally

and for the first ten years of its issue published in annual volumes;

from 1860 to 1865 under the editorship of Dr. Robert Hoffmann, and from

1866 to 1868 under that of Dr. Eduard Peters, but the last volume

accessible to the present bibliographer contains a summary for the

biennial period 1868 and 1869.

JAHRESBERICHT Uber die Fortschritte der Pharmacoguosie, Pharmacie nnd Toxi-

cologie. Herausgegeben von Med.-Rath Dr. Wiggers mid Dr. A. Huscinami, . . .

Neue Folge des mit Ende 1865 abgeschlossenen Canstatt'schen phannac. Juliivs-

berichts, l[-7] Jahrgang, 1866[-1872J. 26[-zweiunddreissig.ster] der ganxen Kuihe

Jahrgang. Gottingen. Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht's Verlag. 1867-[187:i]. [Jubres-

lM-richt fur 1872-1873, 660 pp.]

This series interests not only the pharmacist, but also the vegetable

physiologist and anatomist, as well as to some extent the systentatist

and likewise the zoologist, the articles on the poisons and poison glatuN

of venomous animals being epitomized. The literature is systematically

recorded under three primary heads, viz :

I. Pharmacognosie.
II. Pharmacie.

III. Toxicologie.

JAHRESRERICHT Uber die Fortschrltto der Thierchrmii>. H.-raiis^og.'li.Mi von Dr.

Richard Maly. . . . Dritter Band, filr das .lahr 1^71. Wion, 1-7:.,' Willielm

Ilraumilller, k.-k. Hof- und Universitatsbuchhiindler.

The reports of progress in animal chemistry of course conrorn the

zoologist as well as the chemist. The literature is discussed under the

following heads :
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Capitel I. Eiweissartige Stibstanzen. Albuminous substances.

II. Albuminoiide (dem Eiweiss nahesteheude Sfcoffd). Albuminoids (sub-

stances resembling albumen).
III. Kohlenhydrate. Carbonhydrates.
IV. Fette. Fats.

V. Andere Substanzen des Thierkorpers. Other substances of the animal

body.
VI. Blut. Blood.

VII. Milch.- Milk.

VIII. Ham. Urine.

IX. Speichel, Magen- und Darmverdauung u. s. w. Saliva, gastric and in-

testinal digestion, etc.

X. Leber und Galle. Liver and gall.

XI. Muskeln. Muscles.

XII. Knochen. Bones.

XIII. Eier. Eggs.
XIV. Gesamnitstoffwechsel. Nutrition.

XV. Fermente (Giihrung), Fiiulniss u. s. w. Ferments (fermentation), de-

composition, etc.

XVI. Pathologisches (Fieber, Eiter u. s. w.). Pathological (fever, pus, etc.)

ZOOLOGY.

To the general record of progress in zoology are devoted two general

reports and several on limited and special branches, e. g. anthropology,

anatomy, etc. The general reports (one German and one English)
should both be consulted, for although most of the memoirs are noticed

in both, quite a large number are referred to only in one or the other.

Each, too, has its special points of excellence. In some departments the

German periodical is fuller and more satisfactory in its notices, and in

others the English. The English work, however, exhibits one element

of decided superiority to the German, and that is the more uniform repro-

duction of the complete original titles of the articles reviewed. Both are

quite full in their synoptical notices, and of late years, not only the

numerous monographic works, but also the zoological contents of between

200 and 250 periodicals, (in the Zoological Kecord for 1874, 238 are

enumerated,) altogether aggregating between 30,000 and 40,000 pages,
have been catalogued or epitomized. In both series, the literature of

the several branches is reviewed by experts in such branches, and dis-

cussed in a rigidly systematic order.

ARCHIV fur Naturgeschichte.

[I-VL] In Verbindung mit mehreren Gelehrteu herausgegebeu von Dr. Ar. Fr

Aug. Wiegmaun, ausserord. Professor an der Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat z

Berlin. Erster [-Sechster] Jahrgang. Zweiter Band. [IV-VI. Bericht iiber

Leistungen im Gebiete der Naturgeschichte wiibrend der Jahre 1837-1839.] Bei

lin, 1838 [-1840]. In der Nicolai'schen Buchhandluug.

[VII-XIV.] Gegriiudet von A. F. A. Wiegmanu. la Verbindung mit Prof. D
Grisebach in Gottingeu, Prof, von Siebold in Freiburg, Dr. Troschel in Berlii

Prof. A. Waguer in Miincheu und Prof. Rud. Wagner in Gottingen. Herausge



Scientific Libraries. 197

geben von Dr. W. F. Erichson, Professor an der Friedricb-Wilhelms-UnivereitSt za
Berlin. Siebenter [-Vierzehnter] Jahrgang. Zweiter Band. Berlin, 1841 [-1848],
in der Nicolai'schen Bnchhandlung. [8.]
[XV-XXL] Gegrundet von A. F. A. Wiegmann. Fortgesetzt von W. F.

Erichson. In Verbindnng mit [mehreren] heraasgegeben von Dr. F. H. Troschel,
Professor an der Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat za Bonn. Fiinfzehnter [-Einnnd-
zwanzigster] Jahrgang. Zweiter Band. Berlin, 1849, Verlag der Nicolai'acheu

Bncbbandlung. [8.]

[XXII-XLI.] Gegrundet von A. F. A. Wiegmann. Forfcgesetzt von W. F.

Erichson. In Verbindung mit Prof. Dr. Leuckart in Leipzig herauagegeben von
Dr. F. H. Troschel, Professor an der Friedrich-Wilhelins-Univereitiit zu Bonn.

Zweiundzwanzigster [-Einundvierzigster] Jabrgang. Zweiter Band. [XXII-
XXIII. "Verlag der Nicolai'schen Buchhandlung" and XXIV-XLI] Berlin,
Nicolai'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung. . . . 1857 [-1875].

This periodical is issued in numbers forming two volumes for each

year, the first containing original memoirs, and the second the report <

on the progress of the several branches of zoology. The dates on tin 1

title-pages are quite misleading, inasmuch as they indicate the year

succeeding the period of progress recorded, but in reality the volumes

of the record are sometimes not concluded for several years after. Thus,
of the record for 1873 only the first of three parts has been received in

Washington, and that only in September, 1815, although the completed

volume, if former practice is followed, will bear the date 1874.

Two volumes of the Archiv are published each year, the firsj; of

which is restricted to original articles, and the second alone contains tin-

record of progress.

Bericht iiber die Leistungen in der Naturgeschichte der Viigel wiibrend des Jahrex

1874. [Report on the publications on the natural history of birds during the year

1874.] Von August von Pelzeln in Wien.

Bericht tiber die Leistungen in der Naturgeschichte der Siingethiere wiihrend des Jahren

1874. [Report on the publications on the natural history of mammals during tin-

year 1874.] Von Troschel.

Bericht iiber die Leistungen in der Herpetologie wiibrend des Jabres 1874. [Report

on the publications in herpetology during the year 1874.] Von Troschel.

Bericht iiber die Leistungen in der Ichthyologie wiihrend des Jabres 1874. [Roport on

the publications in ichthyology during the year 1874.] Von Troscbel.

Bericht iiber die Leistungen in der Naturgeschichte der Mollusken wiihrend dc.IahrH

1874. [Report on the publications on the natural history of the molluHks during tin-

year 1874.] Von Troscbel.

Cephalopoda. Brachiopoda.

Cephalophora. Tunicata.

Lamellibrancbiata.

The contributors to the volume for 1859, the last complete one at

hand, on the other groups were as follows :

Bericht iiber die Leistungen in der Naturgeschichte der Insekten wiibrend de Jhrr

1869. [Report on the publications on the natural history of insect* during the yrr

1869.] Von Friedrich Brauer in Wien.

Orthoptera. Lepidoptera.

Neuroptera. Aphaniptera.

Coleoptera. Diptra.

Hymenoptera. Hemiptera.
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Bericht iiber die wissenschaftlichen Leistungen iu der Naturgescbichte der niederen

Thiere wiihrend der Jahve 1868 und 1869. Z\veite Hiilfte. [Report on the scientific

publications on the natural history of the lower animals during the years 1868 and

1869. Second half.] Von Dr. Rud, Leuckart.

Echinodermata. Protozoa.

Coelenterata.

ZOOLOGICAL (The) Record, viz :

[v. 1-6.] The Record of Zoological Literature. 1864. Volume first. Edited

by Albert C. L. G. GUutber, M. A., M. D., Ph. D., F. Z. 8., etc., etc. Lon-

don : John Van Voorst, Paterooster Row. M.DCCC.LXV. [H.]

[v. 7-9.] The Zoological Record for 1870 [1871, 1872, and 1873], being volume

seventh [eight, ninth, and tenth] of the Record of Zoological Literature. Edited

by Alfred Newton. M. A., F. R. S. London : John Van Voorst. M.DCCC.LXXI.

[v. 10.] The Zoological Record for 1873
; being volume tenth of the Record of

Zoological Literature. Edited by Edward Caldwell Rye, F. Z. S., librarian to

the Royal Geographical Society. Explorate soluni : sic fit via certior ultra.

London : John Van Voorst, Paternoster Row. M.DCCC.LXXV. [8. xxiv,

543 pp.]

Iii the last cited volume the literature is discussed in the order aud

by the authors indicated below.

This record is published in annual volumes, bound in cloth, at the rate

of a guinea a volume.

Mammalia. By Edward Richard Alston, F. Z. S.

Aves. By R. B. Sharpe, F. L. S., F. Z. S., &c.

Beptilia. By A. W. E. O'Shaughuessy.
Pisces. By A. W. E. O'Shaughnessy.
Mollusca. By Prof. Eduard von Martens, M. D., C. M. Z. S.

Molluscoida. By Prof. Eduard von Martens, M. D., C. M. Z. S.

Crustacea. By Prof. Eduard von Martens, M. D., C. M. Z. S.

Arachnida. By the Rev. O. P. Cambridge, M. A., C. M. Z. S.

Myriopoda. By the Rev. O. P. Cambridge, M. A., C. M. Z. S.

Insecia. The general subject, by E. C. Rye, F. Z. S.

Coleoptera. By E. C. Rye, F. Z. S.

Hymeuoptera. By E. C. Rye, F. Z. S.

Lepidoptera. By W. F. Kirby, M. E. S., &c.

Diptera. By E. C. Rye, F. Z. S.

Neuroptera. By R. McLachlan, F. L. S.

Orthoptera. By R. McLachlan, F. L. S.

Rhynchota. By E. C. Rye, F. Z. S.

Vermes. By C. F. Lutken, Ph. D., F. R. D. A., &c.
Echinodermata. By C. F. Ltttkeu, Ph. D., F. R. D. A., &c.
Coelenterata. By C. F. Lutken, Ph. D., F. R. D. A., &c.
Protozoa. By C. F. Lutken, Ph. D., F. R. D. A., &e.

I
ANATOMY.

BERICHT iiber die Fortschritte der Anatomiennd Physiologic im Jahre 1857[-1871].

Herausgegeben von Dr. J. Henle [1860 Dr. W. Keferstein] und Dr. G. Meissner,
. . . [1857-1868. Als besondere Abtheilung der Zeitschrift fur rationelle Medicin.]
. . . Leipzig uud Heidelberg. C. F. Winter'sche Verlagsbuchhaudlung, 1858[-1872].

This series, which was so long the most complete review of anatomical

literature for the successive years, was, unfortunately for the convenience
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of investigators, brought to a formal close with the Bericht for 1871

(" Mit diesein Bande schliessen wir die Keihe unseier Jahresberichte.
Henle. Meissner"). It gives not only a quite full resume of the papers

published from year to year relative to human anatomy, but also those

on comparative anatomy when involving the consideration even second-

arily of the human organization ;
it further, under the head of aids to

investigation (Hiilfsmittel), gives useful lists at least of works and
articles on the microscope and microscopical manipulation.
The contents of the last published volume are arranged under the

following heads :

Bericht iiber die Fortschritte der Anatomie irn Jahre 1871. [Report on the progress
of anatomy in the year 1871.] Von Dr. J. Henle.

Allgerneine Anatoinie. General anatomy.
Handbiicher. Manuals.

Hiilfsmittel. Auxiliaries.

Allgemeine Histologie. General histology.

I. Gewebe mit kugligen Elementartheilen. Tissues with spherical elementary

particles.

II. Gewebe mit faserigen Elementartheilen. Tissues with fibrous elementary

particles.

III. Compacte Gewebe. Compact tissues.

IV. Zusammengesetzte Gewebe. Complicated tissues.

Systematische Anatomie. Systematic anatomy.
Bericht iiber die Fortschritte der Physiologic im Jahre 1871. [Report on the pro-

gress of physiology in the year 1871.] Von Dr. G. Meissner.

Hand-und Lehrbiicher. Manuals and elementary works.

Erster Theil. Erniihrung. Nutrition.

Ztceiter Tfieil. Bewegung, Empfindung, psychische Thatigkeit. Motion, sensa-

tion, psychical function.

Autoren-Register. Index of authors.

JAHRESBERICHT iiber die Leistungen und Fortschritte in der gesammten Medicin.

(v. 1, Fortsetzuug von Canstatt's Jahresbericht.) Unter Mitxvirkung /uliln-i.'h.T

Gelehrten herausgegeben von Rud. Virchow und Aug. Hirsch. Unter Special-Rf-

daktiou von [Dr. E. Gurlt und] Aug. Hirsch. [I.-XL] Jahrgang. H.-ri. lit fdr das

J;thr[1866-]1874. Erster Band [-Zweiter Baud]. Berlin, [1867-] 1875. Verlagvou

August Hirschwald.

In this series is incorporated a very full epitome of the researches in

human anatomy and physiology for each year; in the last volume 1*73 of

the large pages being exclusively devoted to the record of progress in

those branches by the following gentlemen, viz :

Descriptive Anatomie, Prof. Riidiuger, Miinchen.

Histologie, Prof. Waldeyer, Strassburg.

Entwickelungsgeschichte, Prof. Waldeyer, Strassburg.

Physiologische Chemie, Prof. Salkowski, Berlin.

Physiologic I : Allgemeine Physiologic, allgemeine Muskel- mid Nor\-MI Tliy.HioloK'*.

Physik der Siune, Stimme und Sprache, thierische Wiirnie, Athmung, Prof. Ruaeutb*!,

Erlangen.

Physiologic II: Haemodynamik und specielleNerven-Pbysiologir.
1'i-t. \ N

Konigsberg, uud Prof. Goltz, Strassburg.
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These reports on anatomy and physiology appear to be published iu a

limited (perhaps author's) edition, separate from the rest, under the

title Jahresbericht iiber die Leistungeii und Fortschritte in der Anato-

inie und Physiologic. Unter Mitwirkung zahlreicher Gelehrteu heraus-

gegeben von Eud. Virchow und Aug. Hirsch. (See Bibliotheca histori-

co-uaturalis, physico-chemica et mathematica, XXIV. Jabrgang, 109.)

JAHRESBERICHT iiber die Leistungen und Fortschritte im Gebiete der Ophthaluio-

logie, herausgegeben im' Verein mit uiehreren Fachgeuossen und redigirt von Dr.

Albrecht Nagel. . . . [Erster-] Z welter Jahrgang. Bericht fur das Jahr [1870 nud]
1871. Tubingen, [1872-]1873. Verlag der H. Laupp'schen Buchhandluug.

In these reports is recorded the current literature relative to the eye,

morphological and physiological as well as pathological, and conse-

quently they will prove to be of service in directing the zoologist as

well as physicist in his investigations. The mode of treatment is exem-

plified iu the abstract of the table of contents of the second Jahres-

bericht.

Opbthalmologiscbe Bibliographic des Jabres 1871, zusammengestellt von Prof. A.

Nagel.
Anatomie des Anges ; Eeferent, Prof. G. Schwalbe.

Eotwickelungsgeschichte des Auges ; Referent, Prof. W. Waldeyer.

Physiologie des Auges; Referent, Prof. A. Nagel.

Pathologie uud Therapie der Augenkrankheiten. [By various.]

Naroen-Regieter.

Sachen-Register.

ANTHROPOLOGY.

ARCHIV fur Authropologie. Zeitscbrift fur Naturgeschichte und Urgescbicbte des

Menschen.

[I-III.] Herausgegeben von C. E. v. Baer in St. Petersburg, E. Dasor in Neuen-

burg, A. Ecker in Freiburg, W. His in Basel, L. Lindenschuiit in Mainz, G.

Lncae in Frankfurt ana M., L. Riitimeyer in Basel, H. Schaaff hausen in Bonn, C.

Vogt in Genf uud H. Welcker iu Halle. Uuter der Redaction von A. Ecker uud
L. Lindenscbmit. Erster Band [-Dritter Band]. Mit zablreicben in den Text

eingedruckten Holzstichen nnd litbographirten Tafeln. Braunschweig, Druck

und Verlag von Friedricb Vieweg & Sohn. 1866[-1868].

[IV-VIL] Organ der deutschen Gesellscbaft fiir Antbropologie, Ethuologie und

Urgescbichte. Herausgegeben von C. E. v. Baer in St. Petersburg, E. Desor in

Neuenburg, A. Ecker in Freiburg, F. v. Hellwald in Wien, W. His in Basel,

L. Lindenschmit in Mainz, G. Lucae in Frankfurt am M., L. Riitimeyerin Basel.

H. Schaaffhausen in Bonn, C. Semper in Wiirzburg, R. Virchow iu Berlin, C

Vogt in Genf und H. Welcker in Halle. Redaction: A. Ecker, L. Lindenscbmit

und der Generalsecretair der deutschen authropologischen Gesellschaft. [Viertei

Band] -Siebenter Band. Mit in deri Text eingedruckten Holzstichen und litbo.

graphirten Tafeln. Braunschweig, Druck und Verlag vou Friedrich Vieweg uud

Sohn. [1870-] 1874.

To this periodical, in addition to critical notices in the body of each

volume, is attached a full and well considered notice of the literature 01

anthropology for the successive years (Verzeichniss der anthropologi

schen Literatur), in which the contributions to the various branchet-
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of the science are arranged under their authors' names in alphabetical
order.

BOTANY.

B 3TANISCHER Jabresbericht. Systematise!] geordnetes Repertorinm der IntanUchftii

Literatur aller Lander. Uoter Mitwirkung von Prof. Dr. Ascherson in Berlin, Dr.

Askenasy in Heidelberg, Dr. Batalin in St. Petersburg, Dr. Engler in Miincben, Prof.

Dr. Fluckiger in Strassburg, Dr. Focke in Bremen, Dr. Geyler in Frankfurt am M..

Prof. Dr. Just in Carlsnihe, Dr. Kalender in Kiiln, Prof. Dr. Kanitz in Clansenburg,
Prof. Dr. Kuy in Barlin, Dr. Kuhn in Barlin, Df. Levier in Florenz, Dr. L>ur in Berlin,

Dr. Lojka in Pesth, Dr. A. Mayer, Dr. II. Miillor (Thurgan), Oberlehrer Dr. H. Miiller

in Lippstadt, Dr. Peyritsch in Wien, Prof. Dr. Pfitzer in Heidelberg, Dr. J. Schruter in

Rastatt, Dr. Soraner in Proskau, Prof. Dr. Strasburger in Jena, Dr. H. de Vries in

Amsterdam, Prof. Dr. A. Vogl in Wien, Dr. E. Wanning in Kopenir.igon, berautgege-
ben von Dr. Leopold Just, Professor am Polytechnikum in Carlsnihe. Enter Jahr-

gang (iy?3). Berlin, 1875. Gebriiler Barntraeger (Ed. Eggere).

No volume of this has been seen by the writer; but, according to Dr.

Farlow, the following authors have contributed on the respective sub-

jects indicated :

Physikaliscbe Physiologic. Hollandische Literatur. Dr. H. de Vries.

Technische Botanik. Prof. Dr. A. Vogl.

Ungarische Literatur. Prof. Dr. Kanitz.

Gefiisskryptogam. Dr. Knhn.

Morphologic der Coniferen nnd Gnetaceen. Prof. Dr. Strasbnrger.

Hybridation. Entstehung neuer Arten. Dr. Focke.

Moose. Dr. H. Miiller (Thurgan).
Pharmaceutische Botanik. Prof. Dr. Fluckiger.

Morphologie der Zelle. Bacillariaceen. Prof. Dr. Pfitzer.

Morphologie der Gewebe. Dr. Loew.

Flechten. Dr. Lojka.
Russische Literatnr. Dr. Batalin.

Italienische Literatur. Dr. Levier.

Befruchtung und Ausstreuungs-Einrichtungen. Verbreitungsmittel der I'llaii-

zen. Oberlehrer Dr. H. Miiller (Lippstadt).

Systematische Monographieen und aussoreuropiiische Floren. Dr. Engler.

Algen. Dr. Askenasy.

Morphologic der Monocotylen und Dicotylen. Dr. E. Wanning.

Pflanzenkraukheiten. Dr. Sorauer.

Pflanzengeographie uud europiiische Floreu. Prof. Dr. Ascherson.

Paliiontologische Botanik. Dr. Goyler.

Chemische Physiologie. Prof. Dr. Just.

Pilze. Dr. J. Schroeter.

Bildnngsabweichungen. Dr. Peyritech.

Schlkligung der Pflauzeu durcb Insekten. Dr. Kalender.

Ernilhrung niederor Organisnien. Dr. A. Mayer.

REPERTORIUM annuutn literatnrae botanicae periodicaecuravit J.A.van BommHen,

custos bibliothecae Societatis Teyltrianae. TDIIIIIS primus. MDCCCLXXU. H*r-

lemi, Erven Loosjes, 1873. [8. Title, xvi, 22J pp.]

In this repertory are enumerated the titles of the botanical contribu-

tions to 101 periodicals of various kinds, as well as the floras and mono-
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graphic works, so far as they had been noticed in the periodical works

published in 1872. No indications other than those furnished by the

titles themselves are given of the contents of the articles, but references

are given to bibliographical notices in various journals. The work, use-

ful as it is, must be consulted with caution. Thus, under the head

"America Septentrionalis," the author, deceived by the ambiguous name

adopted in the paper cited, has enumerated an article on the shells of

the family Unionidse (Lea, J., Naiades of North America) among the

botanical memoirs relating to this continent. The compiler has adopted
for his enumeration the classification employed by Dr. L. Pfeiffer in his

Synouymia botanica locupletissima generum, sectionum vel subgeue-

rum, Cassellis, 1870.

Morphologia Universalis.

Morphologia cellulae.

Morphologia telae (contextus cellulosi).

Morphologia partium externarum.

Morphologia SpeciaHs.

Thallophyta.
Characeae.

Muscoideae.

Cryptogamae vasculares.

Phanerogamae.
Physiologia.

Vires moleculares in plaiitis.

Functiones cbemicae plantarnra.
Universales vitae couditiones plantarum.
Mechanica crescendi.

Mofcus periodic! et externis stimulis excitati organorum plantarura.
Sexualitas.

Morphogenia (Etitstehuug der Pflanzenformea).

Monographia. '. .

Plaatae cryptogamae.

Thallophyta.
Muscoideae.

Cryptogamae vasculares.

Phanerogamae.
Florae.

Europa.
Terrae arcticae.

Eossia.

Scandinavia.

Dania.

Britannia.

Belgium foederatuin.

Austria.

Gprmania.
Gallia.

Helvetia.

Hispania et Lnsitania.

Italia.

Tnrcia.

Graecia.
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Asia.

Arcbipelagus Malayanus.
Africa.

America septentrionalis.

America ceutralis et raeridionalis.

Australia Oueania.

Opem argtimenti mixti et generis universalis.

Geographia plantarum.

Palaeontologia (Generalia).
Plantae sacrorum bibliorum et de plantis veterum critic!.

Horti botanici et musea varia.

Methodus studii botanici.

Collectio herbariorum.

Microscopium.

Bibliograpbia.
Vitae botanicorum.

Historia botanices.

Botauica applicata.

GEOLOGY.
Revue de ge"ologie.

Ponr l'anne~e 1860 par M. Delesse, ... et M. Laugel, . . . Extrait des Aunales des

mines, tome xx, 1861. Paris. Dunod, e"diteur, . . . 1861.

Pour Fanne'e 1861 par M. Delesse, . . . et M. Laugel, ... Un extrait de cette

revue a 6tG public" dana les Annales des mines, tome ii, 1862. Paris. Dunod,
e"diteur, . . . 1864.

Pour les anne"es 1862 et 1863 par M. Delesse, ... et M. Laugel, ... Un extrait de

cette revue a 6tG publi6 dans les Annales des mines, tome vi, 1864. III. Paris

Duuod, e"diteur, . . . 1865.

Pour les ann<es 1864 et 1865[-1871 et 1872]
1

par M. Delosso, . . . et M. de Lappa-
rent, . . . Un extrait de cette revue a 6te"publi6 dans les Annalesdes mines, tonic viii,

1865 [etcj. IV[-VIII ?] Paris.
. Dunod, e"diteur, . . . 1866[-1874].

The volumes of this series, as indicated ou their title-pages, are re-

printed in whole or part from the Anuales des mines. The bibliography
of the subject is given in tolerable detail, but the original titles of the

memoirs analyzed are rarely reproduced with exactness. They are

summarized under the following heads, being nearly those adopted by
Dana in his Manual of Geology :

2

I. Prdliminairei.

Ouvrages do ge"ologie. Goueralitc's sur le globe.

II. Geologic lithologiqne.

E"tudo des rocbes et de leur gisement. Roches proproment dites et roohtt

m6talliferes.

III. Geologic historique.

f! tnde des terrains au point de vue stratigrapliique ot ple\mtolo^lqae. L >! dn

developpeuient des vdg6taux et des aniuiatix qui vivaient piuidant la form.k-

tion de ces terrains.

1

Onlj' tho first six reports (for 1860 to 1867) are in a separate form in the Library

of Congress. The rest are only known to tho author from bring included in the

volumes of the Annales des mines.
-" La classification qui a 6t6 suivie dans cette revue et a pau prJ^oolI'' -I >

de gdologie de M. J. D. Dana, et, comme les aiiudes prtcddeutes, elle comproDilr* cinq

parties." Revue pour 1871 et 1872.
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IV. Geologic gfographique.

Esamen des cartes et des descriptions ge"ologiques. Goologie agronomique.
V. Geologie di/namiqiie.

J5tude de* agents et des forces qui ont proluit des change:neats g-Sologiques,

ainsi que de leur mode d'action.

GEOLOGICAL (The) Record for 1871. An account of works on geology, miner.ilogv ,

and palaeontology published during the year. EJited by William Whittaker, B. A.,

F. G. S., of the Geological Survey of England. London : Taylor and Francis, Red
Lion Court, Fleet street. 1875. [8. xvi, 397 pp.]

This record, of which the first and only volume yet published has

but lately appeared, is designed to catalogue, and to some extent to

summarize, the publications that from year to year appear relative to

geology and the auxiliary branches of science. One hundred and

eighty-six periodicals or reports are recorded as having bean examined

for articles in addition to the monographs;
" there are altogether more

than 2,000 entries." The titles of the respective articles are reproduced
in the languages of the originals. The literature is arranged and dis-

cussed under the heads below enumerated.

Stratigraphical and descriptive geology.

1. British Isles. W. Topley.
2. Europe. G. A. Lebonr.

3. Arctic Regions. G. A. Lebour.

4. America. G. A. Lebour.

5. Asia. F. Drew.

6. Africa.

7. Australasia. R. Etheridge.

Physical Geology. Prof. A. H. Green.

1. Volcanic phenomena ; metamorphism ; underground temperature ; changes
of level; formation of mountains.

2. Denudation
; glacial phenomena.

3. Rock formation.

4. Cosmogony; miscellaneous.

Applied and economic geology. W. Topley.

Petrology. F. W. Rudler.

Meteorites.

Mineralogy. F. W. Rudler.

Mineral waters.

Paleontology.
1. Vertebrata. L. C. Miall.

2. Invertebrata. Prof. H. A. Nicholson.

3. Plants. W. Carrnthers.

Maps and sections.

Miscellaneous and general.
Addenda.

Index. By H. B. Woodward.

SPECIAL BIBLIOGRAPHICAL AIDS.

All the branches of science, in addition to the annual records of progr

ress, have one or more notable bibliographies, which are indispensable
to the student. The most important of these are immediately herein
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after enumerated^ and indications in nost cases given of their rela-

tive completeness and value.

GENERAL SCIENCE.

POGGENDORFF (J. C.). Biograpbisch-literarisches Handworterbncb znr Gescbicbte

derexacten Wissenscbaften
;
eutbaltend Nacbweisiingeu iiber Lebeusverbiiltnisse uud

Leistungen von Matheruatikern, Astronomen, Physikern, Cbemikern, Mineralogen,

Geologen u. s. w. aller Volker and Zeiten, gesammelt yon J. C. Poggendorff, Mitglied
der Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin. [2 vol.] Leipzig, 1863. Verlag von
Jobaun Ambrosias Barth. [8

U
.]

Contents.

Erster Band. A-L. [viii, 398 1., witb 1584 columns.]
Zweiter Band. M-Z. [title, 337 1., with 1468 columns, 4 pp.].

This is merely a partial catalogue*of the writings of the more promi-

nent investigators, mainly of the physical sciences, accompanied, in most

cases, by brief biographical data respecting the authors.

KEUSS (Jerom David). Repertoriuni commentationmn a societatibtis litterariis edi-

tarum. Secundum disciplinarumordineui digeasit J. D. Reuss, in univenitate Georgia

Augusta Philos. et Histor. litter, professor et sub-bibliothecarius, [etc.] [See con-

tents.] Gottingae, apud Henricuui Dieterich. [1801-1821. 16 vols. 4. 46 Tb.

1 Gr.]

Contents.

[Tom. I-VL] Scientia naturalis.

Tom. I. Historia naturalis, generalis et Z3aloii. H31. [i p. 1., ivr, 574 pp.]

Tom. II. Botanica et mineralogia. 1802. [viii, 60t pp.]

Tom. IH. Chemia et res metallica. 1805. [viii, 231 pp.]

Tom. IV. Pbysica. 1805. [viii, 416 pp.]

Tom. V. Astronornia. 1804. [viii, 548 pp.]

Tom. VI. Oeconomia. 1803. [xvi, 476 pp.] [Varia.]

Tom. VII. Matbesis; Mecbanica; Hydrostatic*; Hydraulica; Hydroteclini.-a :

Aerostatica; Pneumatica; Technologia; Arcbitectura civilis; Saieatia nuvalis ;

Scientia militaris. 1808. [xiv, 514 pp.]

Tom. VIII. Historia. Siibsidia historic*; (Gjographia; Clinm>l>,'ii : M >:n neuU

veterutn populorum ; Inscriptions; Numi et res mnuiria.; Ars diploiuatioa ;

Heraldica;) Historia nnivorsalis; Historia generis humaui ;
HUtori* myili

Historia specialis ;
Asia) ;

Africa) ; Americic; Europu) ;
Historia ecolesiastioa ;

Historia litteraria. 1810. [xii, 674 pp.]

Tom. IX. Pbilologia; Lingua) ; Soriptorea Latini ;
LitLorai ologantiores ;

Poeli

Rbetorica; Arsantiqua; Pictnra; Musica. 1H10. [xii, '230pp.]

Tom. X-XVI. Scientia et Are medic* et cbirurgica.

[X.] 1. Fropcedeutica ;
Anatomia et l'liysi.)loia ; Hy-ioiue; 1'atb.

Nosologiageneralis; Semeiotica. 1813. [xviii, 440 pp.]

[XL] 2. Materia rnedica; Pbarmacia. 1816. [xx, 423pp.]

[XII-XV.] 3. Therapia genoralis et specialis.

[XII.] P. I. contiueus A, B, C. 1817. [xii, 3f,l p|>. ]

[XIII.] P. II. continens D, E, F, G, H. 1818. [xii, 5S1 pp.]

[XIV.] P. III. continens I-S. 1820. [xiv, 476.]

[XV.] P. IV. contiuens T-Z. Operationes ebiriirgic ;

sis, legalis et politica. 1820. [xiv, 507.]
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[XVI.] Ars obstetrica. 1821.

Ars veteriuaria.

A most useful index to the contents of the transactions and other pe-

riodical publications of learned societies, at least up to the end of. the

eighteenth century. The primary arrangement is by subjects, the clas-

sification being a rigorous systematic one; but there are indexes of au-

thors to the several parts.

LONDON (Royal Society of). Catalogue of scientific papers. (1300-18(53.) Compiled
and published by the Royal Society of London. Vol. I [-Vol. VI]. London :

printed by George Edward Eyre and William Spottisvvoode, printers to the Queen's
Most Excellent Majesty. For her Majesty's Stationery Oifice. 1337 [-1372].

Contents.

Vol. I. 1867 [List of periodicals ;
A-Clu. Ixxix, 980 pp.].

II. 1868 [Coa-Gra. iv, 1012 pp.].

III. 1869 [Gre-Lez. v, 1002 pp.].
1

IV. 1870 [Lhe-Poz. iv, 1006 pp.].

V. 1871 [Pra-Tiz.-iv, 1000 pp.].

VI. 1872 [Tka-Zyl. xi, 763 pp.].

This is, to some extent, complementary to the Eepertorium commen-

tationum of Reuss, and i^ a useful and indeed an almost indispensable

auxiliary for the scientific investigator. All the articles published in

periodical literature (the publications of scientific societies" as well as the

scientific magazines) are herein enumerated under the authors' names
in alphabetical order. A supplementary volume, it is understood, is no\v

in press, which will include the contributions to the periodical literature

published between 1863 and 1874. It is also contemplated to publish
another series in the same form, combining all the articles according
to subjects. If this intention is completed, a collection will be thus

formed which must necessarily be accessible, either through public
libraries or private means, to every man engaged in active scientific

research.

MATHEMATICS.

SOHNCKE (L. A.). Bibliotheca mathematica. Verzeichniss der Bilcher Uber die

gesammten Zweige der Mathematik, als : Arithmetik, hohere Analysis, construirende

und analytische Geometric, Mechanik, Astronoraie und Geodiisie, welche in Deutsch-

land nud dein Anslande vom Jahre 1830 bis Mitte des Jahres 1854 erschienen sind.

Herausgegeben von L. A. Sohncke, weil. Prof. d. Mathematik in Halle. Mit eiueni

vollstiindigen Materienregister. Leipzig. Verlag von Wilhelm Eugelnianu. 1354.

[8. xviii, 388 pp.]

Quite a full catalogue of separately published volumes and theses,

enumerated under authors' names in alphabetical order, in five separate

sections, viz : A. Mathematik iiu Allgemeiueu und Arithmetik im Besou-

deren (mathematics in general and arithmetic especially), B. Hohere-

Analysis (higher analysis), C. Construirende und aaalytische Geometric
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(descriptive and analytical geometry), D. Mechanik (mechanics), uiul

E. Astronomie und Geodiisie (astronomy and geodesy). An alphabeti-
cal index of subjects, under which authors' names are mentioned, with
references to the pages where the titles are given, is added.

WOLFF (Emil Th.). Quellen-Literatur der theoretisch-organischen Cheinic oder Ver-

zeichniss der vom Anfang des letzten Viertheils des vorigen Jahrhunderts Im zum
Schluss des Jahres 1844 ausgefiilirtea chemischen Untersuchungen iiber die Kigen-
schaften und die Constitution der organischen Substanzen, ihrer Verbiudungen and

Zersetzungsproducte. Mit steter Berticksichtiguug der Literatur di-r Clu-mie ID ihrer

Anwendungauf Agricultur, Physiologie und Pathologic aus den wichtigt-rendeutschrn
nnd franzosischen Zeitschriften der Chemie and Phannacie gesamruelt, in syatema-
tische Ordnuug zusamrnengestellt und mit ausfiihrlichen Sach- and N^menregUtera
versehen von Emil Th. Wolff, Doctor der Philosophic. Halle, Edouard Antou. lr*45.

[8, xii pp., 202 1., with 808 columns. Price, 2 Th.]

ZUCHOLD (Ernst Amandus). Bibliotheca chemica. Verzeichniss der auf dem Ge-

biete der reinen, pharmaceutischen, physiologischen und teehnischen Chemie in den

Jahren 1840 bis Mitte 1858 in Deutschland nnd im Auslande erschienenen Schrif-

ten. Von Ernst Amandns Zuchold. Mit einem ausfiihrlichen Sachregister. Oiittin-

gen. Vandeuhoeck & Ruprecht's Verlag. 1859. [8. viii, 342 pp. Price, 1 Th. l.">

Ngr.]

The titles are arranged under the names of the authors in alphabeti-

cal order, but an analytical index of subjects is added, under which the

names of authors contributing thereto are specified, with reference to

the pages of the body of the work. The work is useful, but very incom-

plete.

RUPRECHT (Rudolph). Bibliotheca Chemica et Pharmaceutics Alphabetischei

Verzeichniss der auf dem Gebiete dor reinen, pharmaceutischen, physiologischen uu 1

technischen Chemie in den Jahren 1858 bis Ende 1870 in Djiitschland und im Aus-

lande erschienenen Schriften. Von Rud. Ruprecht. Mit einem ausfiihrlichen S:n-!i-

register. Gottingen, Vaudeuhoeck & Ruprecht's Verlag. 1872. [8. Title, 125 pp.]

A continuation of the preceding, and arranged aosording to the sauna

plan.

ZOOLOGY. (GENERAL.)

AGASSIZ (Louis John Rudolph) and STRICKLAND (Hugh E.). Bililiogrnphia /- >!'-

K\-M et Geologi:c. A general catalogue of all books, tracts, and m-in..ii->

and geology. By Prof. Louis Agassiz, corr. menil). I'.rit. Ass,.,'. Adv. Be. A Cor-

rected, enlarged, and edited by H. E. Strickland, M. A., F. O. 8. &c. [vol. 1\ :
] -(

Sir William Jardine, Bart., F. R. S.,E. & C.) [Vol. I-IV as below]. L->iidnn : priut,-,!

for the Ray Society. 1848 [-1854]. 8.

Contents.

Vol. I. Containing periodicals, and the alphabetical list from AtoHY\V. -

[I p. 1., xxiii, 506 pp.]
Vol. II. Containing the alphabet ical list from CAB to FYF.-

\01.111. Containing the alphabetical list from GAB to MM

Vol. IV. Containing the alphabetical list from NAC to ZWI.-1854. [3 1'-
L

604pp.]
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This work in its time was of considerable use to zoologists and geol-

ogists who simply wisbed to ascertain what a given writer had published

upon a subject and where it might be found. The articles are cata-

logued in each case under authors' names alone, and the articles of any
given author are not arranged according to any uniform method, chro-

nological or otherwise
;
the titles also are often taken at second hand

or ill translated forms, the originals not having been accessible to

the authors. This, therefore, at once indicates the absence of many
works available for consultation. A critical examination amply con-

h'rins this supposition. The work was originally prepared for Pro-

fessor Agassiz's private use, but was subsequently accepted by the Ray
Society for publication, and Mr. Strickland, the editor, by his biblio-

graphical ability and care has greatly increased the number of titles

and otherwise improved the work, so that he should be treated as a

co-author. A catalogue of the publications of societies (Pars prima?
acta societatum, diaria, et tractatuum syllogas contineus) is prefixed to

the alphabetical arrangement under authors, and is the model which

the Smithsonian Institution has adopted for the catalogue of periodical

works in its own library. The work has now been superseded by Carus

and Engelmaun's Bibliotheca Zoologica.

ENGELMANN (Wilhelm). Bibliotheca historico-natnralis. Verzeichniss dor Biicher

iiber Naturgeschichte welche in Deutschland, Seamlinavien, Holland, England,
Frankreich, Italien und Spanien in den Jahren 1700-1846 erschieneu sind. Von
Wilhelm Engeltnann. Erster Band. Biicherkunde. Hiilfemittel. Allgemeine
Schriften. Vergleichende Anatomie und Physiologic. Zoologie. Palaeontologie.
Mit einem Narnen- und Sachregister. Leipzig. Verlag von Wilhelm Eugelmanu.
1846. [8. ix, 786 pp.]

Also entitled on opposite (left hand) title-page :

Index librorum historiam naturalem spectantiam ab anno MDCC ai MDCCCXLVI
in Germania, Scandinavia, Anglia, Gallia, Belgio, Italia atque Hispauia impressorum.
Edidit Gnilielmus Engelmann. Pars Prima, continens historiam naturalem in univer-

suui, anatomiam et physiologiam couaparatain, zoologiatn, palaeoutologiam. Cum
iudice scriptorum et rerum. Lipsiae, suinptibus Guilielini Eugelmaun. MDCCCXLVI.
[etc.].

CARUS (Julius Victor) und ENGELMANN (Wilhelm). Bibliotheca Zoologica. Ver-

zeicbniss uer Schriften iiber Zoologie, welche in den periodischen Werken euthalten

und vom Jahre 1846-1860 selbstandig erschienen sind. Mit Einschluss der allgeuiein-

naturgeschichtlichen, periodischen uud palaeontologischen Snhriften. Bearbeitet

von J. Victor Carus, Professor der vergleicheuden Anatomie in Leipzig nud Wilhelm

Engelmann. Zweiter Band. Leipzig. Verlag von Wilhelm Eugelinauu. 1861.

[8. 1 vol. in 2, viz : x, 1-950 pp. ; xxiv, 951-2144 pp.]

Also entitled on opposite (left hand) title-page :

Bibliotheca Historico-Naturalis. Heransgegeben von Wilhelm Engelmann. Supple-

ment-Band, euthalcend die in den periodischan Werken aufgenommsnen und die vom
Jahre 1846-1860 erschienenen Schriften. Leipzig. Verlag von Wilhelm Engelmann.
1861.
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As indicated by the title-page, the last work is complementary and

supplementary to that published by Eugelmaun in 1846 under the title

Bibliotbeca Historico-Naturalis. It is, however, far superior in every
respect to the previous work.

The series is one of the most complete and useful of scientific bibliog-

raphies, so far, at least, as the supplementary volume is concerned. It

embraces not only the special works that have appeared since the year
1700, but also all the memoirs and articles that have appeared in the

numerous periodical publications of different countries. In the supple-

mentary volume the primary arrangement is according to subjects under

the following captious:

NATURWISSEXSCHAFTEX m ALLGEMEIXEX. NATUKAL SCIENCES ix GKNKKU..

I. Hiilfsmittel. Auxiliaries.

II. Geschickte der Naturwisseuscuafteu. History of natural sciences.

III. Perioclische Schrifteu. Periodical writings.

IV. Vermischte naturhistorische Schrifteu. Miscellaneous natural history writ

ings.

V. Naturhistorische Liinder- und Reisebeschreibungen. Natural history of

different countries and voyages.

ZOOLOGIE. ZOOLOGY.

A. Vergleichende Anatomie uud Physiologic. Comparative anatomy aud phy-

siology.

B. Vermischte zoologische Schriften. Miscellaneous zoological writings.

C. Thiergeographie. Faunen. Animal geography. Faunas.

D. Schriften iiber einzelueGruppeu. Writings upon special groups, viz:

I. Wirbellose Thiere iui Allgemeiueu. Invertebrate animals in gen-r.il

II. Protozoa.

III. Coelenterata. Polypi et medusa;.

IV. Echinodermatn.

V. Vermes.

VI. Arthropoda.
VII. Rotatoria

VIII. Crustacea.

IX. Myriapoda.
X. Arachnida.

XI. Insecta.

XII. Mollusca.

XIII. Wirbelthiere im Allgemeiuen. Vertebrates in general.

XIV. Pisces.

XV. Reptiliaet amphibia.
XVI. Amphibia.

XVII. Reptilia.

XVIII. Aves.

XIX. Mammalia.
XX. Homo sp.

PAIAOXTOLOGIE. PALAEONTOLOGY.

I. Allgemeines und Vermischtes. General and misn-llaiK-nns.

II. Petrefacten eiuzelner Liinder und Orte. Fossils of single lands ami region*

III. Petrefacten einzeluer Schichten. Fossils of single strata.

14 E
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IV. Fossile Pflanzeu. Fossil plants.

1. Im Allgerneineu. In general.

2. Einzelne Fatnilien, Gattungen untl Arteu. Single families geuer.v, and

species.

V. Fossile Thiere. Fossil animals

1. Im Allgemeinen. In general.

2. Einzelne Gruppen. Single gronps.

A. Wirbellose Thiere irn Allgemeinen. Invertebrate animals in general.
B. Protozoa.

C. Polypi.

D. Ecbinodermata.

E. Vermes.

F. Crustacea.

G. Arachnida et insecta

H. Mollnsca.

I. Wirbeltbiere im Allgemeinen. Vertebrates in general.

K. Pisces.

L. Ampbibia et reptilia.

M. Aves.

N. Mammalia.

Nacbtrage.

Sachregister.

Autorenregister.
ORNITHOLOGY.

GIEBEL (Dr. Cbristopb Gottfried). Tbesaurns- Oruithologiae. Repertorium der ge-

sammten ornitbologischen Literatur und Nomenclatur siimtutlicber Gattungen uuci

Arten der Vogel nebst Synonymen und geograpbiscber Verbreitung. Von Dr. C. G
Giebel, Professor der Zoologie und Director des zoologiscben Museums der Univer-

sitiit in Halle. Erster Band. Leipzig. F. A. Brockhaus. 1872.

Of this work, two volumes, in four half-volumes, have been published.
viz: Erster Band, xi, 868 pp., 1872; Zweiter Band, vii, 788 pp., 1875.

A third volume is proposed to complete the work. The numerous mis-

takes and carelessness of execution render it a very unreliable work

The bibliographical portion (Repertorium oruithologicum) occupies the

first 252 pages of the first volume. The titles of papers are collected

under twenty-three general heads, viz :

I. Ornitbologia generalis. Systema. Nomenclature.

II. Opera periodica.

III. Opera illustrata et collectiva.

IV. Monographic. Familue. Genera. Species.

V. Pterylograpbia.
VI. Anatomia. Physiologia.

VII. Embryologia.
VIII. Oologia. Nidologia.

IX. Propagatio.

X. Biologia.

XI. Migratio.
XII. Distributio geograpbica.
XIII. Europa.
XIV. Europa Septentrionalis. Terrse Arcticse.

XV. Britanuia.

XVI. Germania, Austria. (Holland
:

a.)

XVII. Gallia (Belgium).



Scientific Libraries. -J 1 1

XVIII. Earopi Meridionalia (Hispania. Italia. Helvetia. G.-w^ia. Tarcia.
Insulie Mediterraneif).

XIX. Kussia.

XX. Asia.

XXI. Arcbipolagus Malayanus (Moluccie. Philippina?).
XXII. Australia. Oceania (Nova Guinea. Nova Zjlaudia. Polynesia).
XXIII. Africa.

XXIV-VI. America Sjptentrionalis, Centralis, Meridionalis.

XXVII. Aves ininstrossc, abuormes, hybridie.

XXVIII. Palseornithologia.

XXIX. Avos domesticse et captivae.

XXX. Ornitbologia agraria et venatoria.

XXXI. Oruithologia vulgaris.

XXXII. Collectiones.

XXXIII. Taxidermia.

The manner in which articles are collected under these several heads

makes it very difficult to know exactly where to look for many, and

there is no index of authors. The work has been very generally and

severely criticised by ornithologists ;
but as thera is no other at present

of the same scope, it is a useful one. It mast, however, be consulted

with extreme caution.

ICHTHYOLOGY.

BOSGOED (D. Mulder). Bibliotheca Ichtbyologica et Piacatoria. Catalogs van

boeken en gesohriften over de uatuurlijke gescbiedeuis van de visscbon en walvi.i-

scbeu, de kunstmatige viscbtedlt, de vissclierijen, de wetgeving op de vi3scherij"ii,

enz. Bawerkt door D. Mulder B >sgoed, bibliothecaris van hot R jtterdatmch Lees-

kabinet. Haarlem, de erven Loosjes. 1874.

Also entitled :

Bibliotbeca Icbtbyologica et Piscatoria. Catalogue de livrcs et d'6crits snr 1'liistoir.-

naturelle des poissous et des ce'tace's, la pisciculture, les pi-chos, la Irgislatinn des

p"cbes, etc. Rddigd par D. Mulder Bosgoed, bibliothe"caire du Rotterdaniscb Lces-

kabinet. Haarlem, cbez lesbdriticrs Loosjes. 1874. [8. xxvi,47lpp.]

A tolerably full bibliography of ichthyology, but of minor value, in-

asmuch as the articles are only enumerated under the authors' names

under a few very general heads, viz :

I. NATUURLIJKE GKSCIIIEDKXIS VAN DK VISSCIIKN. HISTOIRE NATTUKI.I.K i">

SONS.

a. Allgemeene werken. G6u6ralit5s, dictionnaires, encyclop
:

li. <. t -\<-.

b. Visscben von ver-scbillende laiidou en woreld<lo'l-n. KuKrli- soorten.

de diffiSrents pays. Espoces stfpardes.

c. Do baring en baringacbtige visscbeu. Lo bareng.

d. De zalra en zalmacbtigo visscben. Lo santnon.

e. De walvisch en walviscbacbtigo dieren. Los cvt

/. Kuustmatige viscbtcelt. Pisciculture.

VlSSCIIERIJEX. PftCHES.

a. Allgemoene werkon. G6"u6ralite*8.

b. Haringvisscberij. Pcche du harong.
c. Walviscbvangstou reizon tor walvisubvangst. IVcbo -Jo la bnloinc et JOOTBM1

de baleiniers.

d. Kabeljauwvisscberij. IV-ebo <!< 1:
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e. Kustvisscherij. Oestervisscherij en vesterteelt. Peche cotiere. Peche et culture

des hultres.

/. Eiviervisscberij. Heugelkuust. Zalmvisscharij. Peche fluviale. Poche ;i la
i

ligne. Peche du saumon.

g. Tontoonstellingen van visscherij-voortbreugselen, gereedschappeu, enz. Exposi-
tions de produits et engins de peche.

h. Wetgeviug op de visscherijen. Legislation des pecbes.

i. Tractaten betrekkelijk de visscherijen. Traite^ et conventions conceraant les

peches.
k. Addenda.

Alpbabetiscb register. Table alphabe"tique.

CONCHOLOGY.

BINNEY (William G.). Bibliography of North American conchology previous to the

year 1880. Prepared for the Smithsonian Institution by W. G. Biuney.

Part I. American authors. Washington : Smithsonian Institution. March, 1863.

(Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, vol. V, article 1. 8. vii,650 pp.)

Part II. Foreign authors. Washington: Smithsonian Institution. June, 1864.

(Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, 174, vol. IX, article 1. 8. 3 p. 1., 306

PP-)

A quite complete and elaborate bibliography of all data relative to

American couchology and conchologists, but very indigested, no

uniform arrangement having been adopted for the classification of the

titles, and no complete index having been yet published, although long

promised.
ENTOMOLOGY.

PERCHERON (A.). Bibliographic entomologique, compreuant 1'indication par ordre

alphabe~tique de noins d'auteurs (1) des ouvrages entomologiques public's en France

et a 1'etranger, depuis les temps les plus recules jusques et y compris I'anue'e 1834;

(2) des monographes et m6moires conteuus dans les recueils, journaux et collections

acade"miques fraucaises et e~trangeres ; accompagne"e de notices sur les ouvrages p6-

riodiques, les dictionnaires et les ine~rnoires des socie'te's savantes
;
suivie d'une table

me'thodique et chronologique des matieres; par A. Percheron. [2 tomes.] A Paris,

chez J. B. Bailliere, [etc.] ; a/Londres, meme uiaison, [etc.] 1837. [8. 2 vols.]

Contents.

Tome premier, [xii, 326 pp., viz : A-Q.]
Tome second. [2 p. 1., 376 pp., viz: R-Z, pp. 1-140; Anonymes, pp. 141-215; In-

dication des dictionnaires, ouvrages pe"riodiques, et m6moires des soeie'te's savau-

tes, les plus utiles a consulter, pp. 217-242; Table des articles, par ordre de

matiere et da chronolbgie, pp. 243-372
; Errata, pp. 373-376.]

Quite a full and valuable work, but supplanted now by the Bibliotheca

Eutomologica of Dr. Hagen, to whom it evidently served as a model and

basis for his work.

HAGEN (Hermann August). Bibliotheca entomologica. Die Litteratur iibir das

ganze Gebiete der Entomologie bis zum Jahre 1862. Von Dr. Hermann August Ha-

gen. [2 Biinde.] Leipzig. Verlag von Wilhelm Engelmann. 1862 [-1863]. 8. IT

Thlr. 20 Ngr.
Contents.

Erster Band. A-M. [xii, 566 pp.] 1862.

Zweiter Band. N-Z. Hit einem systematischen Sachregister. [1 p. ].,
512 ppJ|

1863.
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This is one of the most complete and carefully prepared of scientific

bibliographies. The titles, when the authors are known, are primarily

arranged under the names of authors in alphabetical order, and under
each author's name in chronological sequence. When initials or evident

pseudonyms alone are given under such names, and where the authors

are entirely unknown, the titles are arranged under subjects, viz : 1. All-

gemeines nnd Vermischtes (general and miscellaneous) ;
2. Lepidoptera ;

3. Bombyx mori
;

4. Apis mellifica
;

5. Yespa und andere Hymenoptera;
G. Cochenille manna; 7. Schiidliche Insecten (injurious insects); 8. Lo-

custa; 9. Gryllotalpa, Gryllus, Blatta, Forficula
;

10. Pulex
;

11.

Schiidliche Diptera (injurious diptera) ;
12. Cimex

;
13. Aphis; 14.

Ameisen (ants), Termiten; 15. Meloe; 10. Maikitfer-Schaden
;
17. Hal-

tica; 18. Dem Weiustock Schiidliche Insecten (insects injurious to the

vine) ;
19. Den Fruchtbiiumen Schiidliche Insecten (insects injurious to

fruit trees) ;
20. Dem Gemiise Schiidliche Insecten (insects injurious to

vegetables) ;
21. Dem Getreide Schiidliche Insecten (insects injurious

to grain); 22. Forstschiidliche Insecten (insects injurious to forests); 23.

Den Biichern und Zeugen Schiidliche Insecten (insects injurious to books

and textile fabrics) ; Entomologische Vereine (entomological societies).

An excellent synoptical reference is given to the authors who have

treated of the various subjects connected with entomology, under gen-

eral heads and numerous minor heads, viz : 1. Hiilfsmittel
; Allgemeines

(auxiliaries, general), under 17 heads
;

2. Allgemeine Eutomologie (gen-

eral entomology), under 35 heads; 3. Specielle Entomologie (special

entomology), under the names of the orders, families, etc., in systematic

order
;

4. Anatoraie (anatomy), under 25 heads
;

5. Physiologie (physi-

ology), under 28 heads
;
6. Biologie (biology), under 30 heads

;
7. Nutzen

(lurch Insecten (benefits from insects), under 44 heads; 8. Schadcn

durch Insecten (injuries from insects), under 47 heads.

BOTANY.

KRTGER (M. S.). Bibliographia botanica. Handbnch der botanischen Liti-nitnr in

systematischer Ordnung uebst knrzen biographischen Notizen iiber die botiinNrli.-n

Schriftsteller. Zum Gebranche furFreunde nnd Lebn-r <ln rilan/.-nknn.l.-. V.m M.

S. Kriiger. Berlin, Hande u. Spener. 1841. [8. vi, 404 pp. Trice, 2Tli.]

PRITZEL (G. A.). Thesaurus
,
literature botanicm omnium gentium iml- a r.-ruin

botanicarum initiia ad nostra usque tempora, <|uindoeini millia opornm m-i-tineus.

Curavit G. A. Pritzel. Lipsiae,Brockhaii8. 1H51. [-1". Title., viii.MT pp. 1'ri. -.-. 1 I

Th. ; on writing paper, 21 Th.]

A valuable bibliography, but mostly confined to special mmio-raphs

and theses, and rot including the periodical literature to any rxtmt :

it is consequently iar less comprehensive than the corresponding

work of Carus aiid Engelmann for zoology, and -even than Agttl

and Strickland's work for zoology and geology. The titles of tin- v

enumerated are arranged under the names of authors, in alphabet!

order, and the contributions of each author in chronological seqnc

This is followed by an analytical synopsis, in which the various essays
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are distributed under special Leads and in rigorous systematic order.

A second edition has been in part, and, perhaps, wholly published,

although the writer has only seen the first three parts.

ZUCHOLD (Ernestns Arnandus). Additamenta ad Georgii August! Pritzelii Thesan-

rum literatarae botanicae collegit et composuit Ernestns Amaudus Zuchold. [Ex
annalibus societatis naturalis Halensis, quibus titulus cst Jabresbericht des natur-

\vissenecbaftlicben Vereines in Halle. (Berlin, 1853), seorsim iinpressuui.] Halis,

typ. express. Ploetzianis. [Lipsiae, T. O. Weigelin cornni.] 1853. [8. 60pp. Price,

20 Ngr.]

As indicated by the title, a supplement to the first edition of Thesau-

rus literature botanica?, but of inferior value.

PRITZEL (G. A.). Iconnm botanicarum index locupletissinaus. Die Abbildungeii
sichtbar bliibender Pflanzen und Farnkriiuter ans der botaniscben und Garteulite-

ratur des XVIII. und XIX. Jabrbunderts in alpbabetiscber Folge zusauunengestellt
von G. A. Pritzel. Berlin, Nicolai, 1855. [4. Title, xxxii, 1184 pp. Price, 7 Tb.]
Zweite [Titel-] Ausgabe, daselbst. 1861. [4. Price, 4 Th.]

This work gives, under a systematical botanical arrangement, ref-

erences to the plates of plants published in works of generally recog-

nized merit.

The subjoined table will show the principal societies and schools in

the United States which possess libraries of a scientific character, and
the extent of each library, as indicated by the number of bound vol-

umes. In addition, the dates of organization of the several schools and
societies are given, and, in the case of the latter, the number of mem-

bers, and the number of pamphlets in the libraries, so far as reported.

Several societies recently formed, having but the beginnings of libra-

ries, are included, because they represent the development of new
branches of science.

A number of libraries that would be excluded from the table by a

rigid system of classification have been admitted, in order to show, in a

measure, the collections that have grown out of the necessities of the

various applications of science.
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Table of the principal libraries of schools of science and scientific societies.

I. SCIENTIFIC SCHOOLS.

[For additional statistics of these and other scientific libraries, see general tame at the end of this
volume.]
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CHAPTER VIII.

LIBRARIES IN PRISONS AND REFORMATORIES.

BY THE EDITORS.

I. PRISON LIBRARIES.

HISTORY OF PRISON LIBRARIES IN THE UNITED STATES NUMBER How MAINTAINED
REGULATIONS FOR USE CHARACTER EXTENT OF USE INFLUENCE.

A majority of the convicts in the State prisons of the Northern and
Western States can read

;
a large proportion both read and write, and

many, before their incarceration, received higher instruction .than is im-

parted in the common schools. According to an official report
1 to the

legislature of New York in 1867, the number of prisoners unable to read

at the time of commitment varied from one-twentieth in Vermont to one-

third each in Wisconsin and New York, (Sing Sing prison,) which two

prisons contained the largest proportion of illiterate inmates. The

report adds:

Of convicts who give themselves in as able to read, from a fourth to a half cannot,

as a general thing, do so without spelling out more or less of the words.

The reports of the State Penitentiary for the Eastern District of Penn-

sylvania, at Philadelphia, show that of the 7,092 convicts received in a

period of forty-three years, beginning with 1829, 1,418, or 19.99 per cent.,

could neither read nor write
; 1,124, or 15.85 per cent., could read

;
and

4,550, or 64.16 per cent., could read and write.

In the Southern States the proportion of illiterate convicts is consid-

erably larger. Thus the warden of the North Carolina Penitentiary re-

ported in February, 1875, that of the 455 prisoners but 75, or about 16.5

per cent., could read. In the Mississippi Penitentiary one-fourth of the

convicts are reported as making use of the library ;
while that in'the

Virginia Penitentiary is used by one-third of the convicts. According
to a report

2 made in 1874, the number of convicts in all the State prisons

and penitentiaries proper, in 1873, was 18,520. From thirty-four prisons

1
Report on the Prisons and Reformatories of the United States and Canada, made to

the legislature of New York, January, 1867, by E. C. Wines, D. D., LL. D., and Theo-

dore W. Dwight, LL. D., commissioners of the Prison Association of New York. As-
\

sembly document 35, p. 231.
2 Transactions of the Third National Prison Reform Congress, being the third annual

report of the National Prison Association of the United States. 8. New York, Office of

the Association, 1874, pp. 376, 382.
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statistics of the education of the prisoners were received and reported as

follows, the percentages given being averages for the whole number:

Percentage of prisoners who were unable to read, and of those who read with diffi-

culty on their admission prisoners, therefore, who were virtually illiterate, forty-

eight ; percentage of prisoners having a fair common school education, fifty-one ; per-

centage of prisoners having a superior education, oue.

Deducting from the total number of convicts all unable to read, and

making allowance for those who read but imperfectly, there still remains

a large proportion of the American prison population that can and will

read if .an opportunity is afforded. Impressed by this fact, and actuated

by the belief that the difficulties of prison discipline would be lessened,

greater efficiency of administration secured, the moral sense of the pris-

oners quickened and improved, and thus an important end of imprison-

ment, the reformation of the criminal, rendered of easier attainment,

many philanthropic men and women, distinguished by their efforts iu

behalf of prison reform, began at an early day a movement to furnish

libraries to prisons. The collections thus made were designed to form a

necessary adjunct to the Sunday and secular schools which, by the energy
and perseverance of these philanthropists, were about the same time

organized for the instruction of convicts, as well as to supply the intel-

lectual and moral wants of those who did not need primary instruction.

The first notice we find looking toward the formation of a prison

library in our country is iu a code of rules and regulations enacted by

the inspectors of the Kentucky penitentiary as early as the year 1SOU.

The following is the provision of the code on this subject:

The convicts shall be encouraged to employ any leisure time iu reading, and dona-

tions of books will be thankfully received
;
and the keeper shall take care of them,

and procure a list with the names of the donors.

It is not stated that any considerable collection of books resulted from

this invitation.

Prison libraries owe their origin to the benevolence of individuals and

societies, stimulated by the appeals of statesmen and philanthropists

like Livingston, Seward, Sumuer, Mann, Dwight, Bacon, How. , IflM

Dix, and a host of others who, forty years ago, devoted themselves to in-

culcating correct views as to the purposes of imprisonment, eradicating

the evils which beset prison administration, and ameliorating the con-

dition of prisoners. Their efforts laid the foundations of many prison

libraries, the beneficial influences of which were sooner or later r

uized by legislators, so that now, in many of the States, the prison libra-

ries receive a regular annual grant from the public treasury lor thru

increase and maintenance. In 1845, after " four years' personal study

and observation of the penitentiaries, jails, and almshonses iu the

Northern and Middle States, with occasional visits to others adjacent,"

Miss D. L. Dix made a report
1 in which will be found a thorough di

1 Remarks on Prisons and Prison Discipline in the United States. By D. L. Dix.

Boston, Muuroe & Francis, 1845.
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cussion of the several questions of prison management, and much in-

formation regarding the reformatory agencies employed. Eespecting

libraries, the report affords the Following information :

Thomastown, Me. The prison is deficient in a supply of books.

Concord, N. H. There is a small library, and each prisoner is supplied with a weekly
temperance paper and a religions paper.

Charlestown, Mass. Some hundred volumes of books are in circulation, presented by
several individuals from time to time, but chiefly purchased, first by the sum of $30
sent by the mother of a life prisoner to her son to furnish him with proper read-

ing. Books were purchased with this sum, and these he used for a time, and then put
them into general circulation, that his fellow-prisoners might be benefited thereby.
A donation of $50 was opportunely sent from New York by persons friendly to this

important means of promoting good in prisons; the sum -was expended as designed

by the donors. At the last session of the legislature $100 were appropriated to add
to the number and variety of works already in use. The additions to the library

have for these several years past been made by the prisoners, who, on being discharged
have often left the books which they brought with them, or which have been furnished

by their friends.

Auburn, X. Y. The supply of books at this, as at other prisons, is quite inadequate
to the wants of the prisoners. I think there were less than 350 volumes in a condition

for use.

Sing Sing, X. Y. Books have been, through the efforts of intelligent persons interested

in the reform of the prisons, contributed, and these, with the efforts of the officers, have

aided in the improvement of the convicts.

Trenton, JV. J. Some have received books, but there are too few belonging to the

prison library to afford much advantage.

Baltimore, Md. The Maryland Tract Society has liberally proposed to establish a

library of appropriate books for the use of the convicts, and much good is expected to

result therefrom.

Allegheny, Pa. The prison library is receiving additions from time to time.

Philadelphia, Pa. A -well chosen library, established by the benevolence of Mr. J

Bacon, which is gradually increasing through the good offices of those who appreciate
this mode of instructing the prisoners, is in continual circulation.

Dauphin County Jail, Harrisburg, Pa. Has a well chosen library.

Philadelphia, Pa., County Jail. The prisoners are supplied with suitable work, and

with books.

The library of the State Penitentiary at Philadelphia was, as we have

seen, begun by the gift of Mr. Bacon, in 1829
;
that at Sing Sing, N. Y.,

owes its origin to the benevolence of Governor Ssward, who, in ISiO,

directed the officers of the prison to select books for the prison library

to the amount of $300, which he paid ;
the library of the prison at Al-

ton, 111., was given in 1846, by the convicts in the Charlestown, Mass.,

prison. The following account of the donation is from Prison Disci-

pline in America: 1

About a year ago, a clergyman from Alton, 111., visited the prison and was requested

by the chaplain to perform the evening service
;
after which he made a short address

to the prisoners a mark of attention from a stranger which always gives them pleas-

ure. He expressed his high gratification with the neatness, order, and contentment

which prevailed there, and his particular delight in seeing the library, observing thati

they were much better off in this respect than the inmates of the State prison at Al-i

1 Prison Discipline in America. By Francis C. Gray. London, John Murray, Albe-^
marie street. 8. 1848. pp. 53, 54.
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ton, who had no books at all. The .next day, as the chaplain was walking
one of the workshops, a prisoner having asked leave to quit his work and speak to

him, told him that he had some books winch hi; could spare and should like to send to

the prisoners at Alton, if permitted, and so hid some of his shopmates. The chaplain,

having conferred with the warden, stated in the chapel, after evening pray.-rs. tint

such an application had been made to him, ami added, that if any prisoner h:id l> >k^

which he wished to soud to tha Alton prison he might leave them in tli- adj lining

room, on coming to prayers the next morning. He also sent wor.l to his fri.Mi-i

clergyman, that if he would call at the prison the next day he wunlil li-nl *>:\\ lok*
for Alton. The reverend gentleman went accordingly and took with him a large silk

handkerchief to carry off the books. What was his astonishment to find, in the room

adjoining the chapel, more than four hundred b;mml volumes, besides traits aad

pamphlets. The silk handkerchief would not do, and the prisoners requested permis-
sion to make boxes to pack the books in.

The prison libraries gradually increased in number, and in 1837, accord-

ing to the report of Drs. D wight and Wines, before quoted, there were
in 13 prisons 20,413 volumes

; being an average of 1,570 volumes to each.

The largest prison library in the country at that time was that at Sing

Sing, with 4,000 volumes, and the smallest reported was that of the Wis-

consin State Prison, with 250 volumes. The report says :

The legislatures of many of the States make a fixed annual appropriation for the in-

crease of the prison libraries. New York appropriates for her thrrr pri-

Pennsylvania for her two, 150; Michigan, $300; Massachusetts, $'200; Connecticut,

$100 ;
New Hampshire, 50 to $100 ; Vermont, 25. The legislatures of Ohio, Wisconsin,

and other States appropriate for this purpose only on application by the prison author-

ities, accompanied with a statement of the necessities, and the amount required to meet

the same.

According to the latest reports received at the Bureau of Education

there are forty prison libraries in the United States, containing in the

aggregate 61,095 volumes, being an average of 1,527 volumes to each.

The largest library reported is that in the State Penitentiary at Phila-

delphia, which numbers nearly 9,000 volumes, besides 1,000 school

books: and the smallest, that in the State Penitentiary of Florida,

which in 1873 reported 40 volumes.

The legislatures of thirteen States make annual appropriations for

the purchase of books, the amount varying in different States from $30

to $800; live prisons report "occasional appropriations;" the libraru-.

of the remainder receive. additions from purchases made from visitors'

fees, earnings of prisoners, contributions, and by donations of books.

The following abstract of the regulations respecting the uso of books

by the convicts in several prisons is taken from the report of l>rs.

D wight and Wines :

In the prisons of Ohio and Wisconsin prisoners are not allowed a choice a t<> tin-

books to be read by them, but are furnished, in the former once in two wcvk-*. nn.l tin-

latter once each week, with such as the officers may clious,- to giv.- them. In all tin-

'
other prisons visited by us the convicts are allowed to select such books as m:\

their taste.##
The method of distributing the books to the prisom-is varies in different \>\

~

In Massachusetts the following plau is adopted : The convicts uro allowed to Uke out
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one book at a time, on -Mondays and Saturdays, and they keep it a fortnight. If it is

\vanted for a longer period, permission must be obtained from the librarian. Each

volume is numbered, and every prisoner has a catalogue and card, and puts down on the

card the numbers of (say twenty to fifty) such books as he would like to read, so that he

may be sure of securing some one. He lays his book, after he has read it, on the stool

in his cell, with the card in the book, and the runner takes it and carries it to the

assistant librarian, who changes the book and sends back another. As the book is

read the number is rubbed off the card, and another one place 1 in its steal.

A somewhat similar method of distribution is pursued in the Eastern Penitentiary,

Pennsylvania. The books are distributed every two weeks, and each applicant is al-

lowed to take out one large volume, or two of more moderate size. Every convict has

in his cell a printed catalogue and a card-slate, on which he marks eighteen numbers,

out of which the librarian is able to obtain some book that will suit his taste, though
not always the one that he would prefer.

A very different plan from either of the above is adopted in two of our New York

prisons those at Sing Sing and Clinton. There the prisoners come in squads or com-

panies once in three weeks, and each one selects one or two volumes for himself of those

that may be upon the shelves at the time. No doubt a good deal of time is con-

sumed in this way, and the work might be done, is done in other prisons, in a much
shorter period. But it is at least doubtful whether it would be wise to change the

method on this ground. There are obvious advantages, and those connected with the

higher ends of prison discipline, in the mode of distribution practiced in these prisons.

The coming of several hundred prisoners every three weeks into the chaplain's office

affords him the opportunity of becoming personally acquainted with them, and of

dropping into their ear, perchance into their heart, many a wise counsel and exhorta-

tion. These opportunities, we have reason to think, are gladly embraced and faith-

fully used.

At Auburn a plan is in use differing from either of the above, and, as it strikes us,

inferior to both. Prisoners have the privilege of exchanging their books once a week.

The chaplain sends a quantity of books to each shop, together with a list of the same,
to the keeper ;

and thus the exchange is effected in the shop where they are at work.

The objection to this is, first, that it limits the convict's selection to a very small part
of the library, and, secondly, that it must ba a source of more or less disorder in the

workshops.
The rule in all prisons is to examine books on their return

;
but it is enforced, as

indeed all rules are, with different degrees of stringjucy. In the Wisconsin prison, if

books and they are carefully scrutinized when returned are found soiled, dog eared,
or in any way marred or defaced, the offender is deprived of the privilege of the

library for a certain time, which is longer or shorter according to the extent of the

injury done to the book. All injuries to books are recorded for future reference.

We are sorry to be obliged to report that in many State prisons, our own among the

number, very inadequate provision is made for prisoners reading at night. In

England, there is a gas-burner in every cell
;
in America, such an arrangement, we

believe, is quite unknown. Lights, whether from gas or oil, are placed in the corri-

dors, and very often at such a distance from each other that scarcely one prisoner in ten

can see to read. For about five months in the year, the convicts are locked in their

cells from thirteen to fifteen hours a day. There are prisons (we wish the number
were less) in which, during all these long and dreary hours, only those few prisoners

whose cells happen to be near the lights can make any use of their books; all the rest

being condemned to intellectual starvation, with ample stores at hand, as Tantalus

was to eternal thirst, with the water reaching to his chin. Thus is left to the dark-

ness of his cell and the deeper, sadder darkness of an ignorant, benighted mind, many
a young man, who, if opportunity were afforded him of acquiring useful knowledge

might, despite his fall and its forlorn consequences, be awakened to hope, to cheerful-

ness, to virtue. More than once have we heard bitter lamentations by convicts ovei
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their inability, from want of light, to occupy themselves in reading while locked in
their cells during the long winter evenings. We look upon such deprivation as a

hardship and a wrong ;
and we have known it to be, in many ways, most hurtful in

its consequences. We think it no more than right, and certainly it would be good
policy, that prisoners should have at least two hours of light for reading every night
during the winter mouths.

In the Illinois Penitentiary at Joliet, a copy of the catalogue is kept in each cell,
and the selections made from it by the convicts are written, by number, upon ih-

library slate with which each cell is also provided. Taese slates are collected once in

ten days by the librarian, and the books are issued according to the selections, and
placed in each cell while the men are at work. The convicts are allowed lights io

their cells, and can read from the time of quitting work (which is 6 p. m. from M ircli

to November, 4.45 p. m. the reminder of the year) uutil 9 o'clock p. in., and all d.iv

Sunday, except the time token for chapel exercises.

SELECTIONS OF BOOKS.

The character of the books composing prison libraries iu 13G7 is de-

scribed in the report last quoted :

The character of the books composing the prison libraries is, as might be expected,

quite miscellaneous. Works on religion, histories, biographies, travels, works on
science and general literature, and standard novels (those of a sensational character

being generally excluded) predominate. It is not strange that the preference should

be given, in the majority of cases, to story books, magazines, and the lighter literature,

but the reading of convicts is by no means confined to works of this character. His-

tories, travels, biographies, and even treatises on science and philosophy, find many
readers. This we found to be pre-eminently the case in the Massachusetts State Prison,

where Humboldt's Cosmos and other works of a no less elevated and philosophical
character have been read through by many of the convicts. Indeed, the testimony is

quite uniform to the effect that numbers of the prisoners are most evidently growing
in useful knowledge ;

and we think, from the evidence before us, that there is mi ,.

reading, and that of a solid character, too, done by the convicts in our American Stat*-

prisons than by any equal number of working people taken promiscuously in ftve

society. On this subject, Mr. Cordier, of Wisconsin, says: "I really bclicv.- that no

convict, unless he be a perfect idiot, leaves the prison without having his mind im-

proved, and without having gained some knowledge."

The library of the State Penitentiary at Philadelphia contained in

February, 1875, exclusive of school books, 8,737 volumes, classified a<

follows : Keligious, 701
; instructive, 3,421 ; entertaining, 3,724 ;

(

man, 839
; French, Latin, etc., 52 volumes.

The printed catalogue of the library iu the Illinois lVnit'iitiary *!i

that it contains a greater proportion than abave of works that inulit

be classed as "
entertaining," though a fair proportion of them are

standard works of their class.

USE OF LIBRARIES BY CONVICTS.

That the libraries are highly valued by tin- prisoners is amply at-

tested by the extent to which they are used. D.'S. Dwight and Wines

say on this point :

In all our State prisons, the proportion of prisoners who take out books is very lrg< ;

indeed, the general if not the universal rule is, that all draw books who are able t
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read. We were anxious to ascertain whether the books so taken oat are really read by
the persons receiving them. The answers to our inquiries on this point were unanimous
to the effect that such was undoubtedly the fact iu the great majority of cases. On
calling for the proofs of this, they were stated to be, first, the appearance of the books

when returned; secondly, observation of the prisoners in their cells; thirdly, their

comments on the books ; and, fourthly, questioning them on*the subject matter of the

volumes taken out. In reference to the second of the above named proofs, the Rev.

Mr. Ives, of Auburn, remarked :
" In passing through the galleries, I see the men al-

most all engaged in reading. I have often been through on purpose to see what

proportion were thus engaged, and have found ninety-seven out of one hundred. In

the shops it is the same, when their tasks are finished." Wardens and chaplains of

other prisons made substantially the same statement. Convicts iu all the State prisons

have considerable time which they can devote to reading if they are so disposed.

Everywhere they have the whole of Sunday, after deducting the portion spent in pub-
lic -worship and the Sabbath school, where such exists. Besides this, they have for

reading, during the day and evening, on an average from two to four hours. In the

New York State prisons, prisoners are allowed to take their library books to the work-

shops and read in them after they have finished the task of the day; but nowhere

else, as far as we could learn, even where task work is in vogue, except occasionally

by special permission. In far the greater number of State prisons the convicts are

not allowed to take or read secular newspapers, but the reverse of this is true as re-

gards magazines. In Wisconsin, and we believe also in Missouri, both classes of pub-
lications may be taken by the prisoners.

The average proportion of convicts "
using the library" in 25 prisons,

as reported in 1875, was nearly 78 per cent. The chaplain of the Sing

Sing (X. Y.) Prison, in reporting that 99 per cent, of the convicts use the

library, remarks :

You may think that we give a large proportion who use the library, for it is in fact

larger than the proportion who read. But many who cannot read draw books and

get their fellow convicts to read to them.

The warden of the Illinois Penitentiary reported :

To an average of 1,350 convicts, we issue constantly from 1,050 to 1,150 volumes

Only one book is allowed to each convict.

The library of the Kansas Penitentiary, with 1,500 volumes, reports

a monthly circulation of 1,500 volumes.

In the State Penitentiary at Philadelphia, with an average of 654

convicts, (527, or 82.11 per cent, of whom use the library,) there were

issued in the year 1874, 38,978 volumes, or nearly 74 volumes to each

reader during the year.

The Western Penitentiary, at Allegheny, Pa., had, during the year

1873, an "
aggregate population

" of G33. The 3,000 volumes in the

library circulated as follows :

The total number of books issued during the year was 1*2,840. Of these there were

novels and romances, 3,812 ; histories, 1,5:25 ;
travels and poems, 1,438 ; magazines,

1,410; religious and scientific works, 1,254; biographies, 1,117; German, 709; mis

cellaneous, 1,575.

INFLUENCE OF PRISON LIBRARIES ON CONVICTS.

The remarkable extent to which prison libraries are used by convicts

suggests at once the question : What influence does this reading exer
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ou piison discipline and on the character of the convicts ? A few facts
and conclusions, presented by men who have improved their facilities

for .personal observation and investigation outweigh while they coin-
cide with the general opinions of those who have not enjoyed similar

opportunities, and are more valuable than a volume of theories as an
answer to this question. Drs. Dwight and Wines, in the report before

quoted, say :

We made it a point of spacial inquiry to ascertain the opinions of prison officers,
both wardens and chaplains, as to the utility of libraries in prisons. With a solitary
exception that of Dr. Campbell, of the Western Penitentiary, Pennsylvania, who re-

gards the library as " of doubtful influence'' we found a perfect agreement among
these officers in thinking a prison library a most important instrument of good. With
singular unanimity they represent it as valuable in communicating useful knowledge
to the prisoners ;

in elevating their minds; in beguiling many a tedious and weary
hour; iu making them cheerful and contented; in affording them good material for

reflection, and so diverting their minds from brooding over past offenses and meditat-

ing schemes of future mischief; in affording good topics of conversation with thorn;
in improving the discipline of prison ; and in constituting one of the best and most
effective of reformatory agencies. We quite agree, too, with Mr. Hill 1 in thinking it

important that a prison library should contain many books which, while free from any-

thing immoral or irreligious, are both interesting and entertaining. This will tend to

create a taste for reading, to inspire a liking for other than sensual pleasures, and to

give the mind cheerful subjects of thought, in addition to those of a more serious cast.

A. due mixture of books of this cheerful type, so far from interfering with reading of a

more solid and even religious character, adds fresh zest to such reading.

Mr. Gray writes as follows2
respecting the use of books in the Cbarles-

town prison :

There is a library in the prison, to the support and increase of which >lon a vrar are

appropriated from the earnings of the prison by law, and books are taken cut and re-

turned by the convicts once a week. Many prisoners also have books of their own in

their cells purchased from their money in the warden's hands. One of them is now

reading Latin, and another studying Greek.

Rev. B. I. Ives, chaplain of the Auburn (X. Y.) Prison, in his annual

report for the year 1808, says :

As many as 95 per cent, of the convicts draw books from the library, and many "(

them become great readers. There is nothing that so much aids in keeping up the dis-

cipline of the prts m as a good library. A man of c\ten>i vr observation has well said:
"

' MIC of the great instrumentalities for promoting the reformation of convicts is a ju-

diciously selected library. By affording them facilities for reading, their thoughts are

not only (livened from the gloomy reflections natural to their condition, but llu\v are

led into channels of thought which will inevitably tend to elevate and inspir* them to

lo!>k to the future with higher hopes, more enlightened vie\\>. of tin- world, and a

!cr respect for the community they may be thrown among \\li.i innu

confinement."

Rt'v. D. A. Shepard, chaplain of the same prison in 1SG9, reports:

The convicts make a great use of the books. If deprived of them for a single week,

which unavoidably occurs at the quarterly exchange, they become restless, and mop-

than ordinarily troublesome; and. to prevent this, we circulate a large iminlxTof tracts

during this interval.

1 Crime : its Amount, Causes, and Remedies. By Frederick Hill. ". London,

1853.
- 1'rison Disci] line in America, p. '<:!.

15 E
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Rev. Levi Smith, chaplain of the Clinton (N. Y.) Prison, says i;i liis

report for the year 18G9 :

About nine-tenths of the men read more or less. Nearly all are eager tor b

Some are very studious and seek works of science and other substantial reading. The

library is therefore a great blessing. It relieves the loneline s of the cell, controls and
informs the mind, and induces quietude and contentment.

The warden of the Iowa State Penitentiary, in his biennial report
dated 1874, remarks :

Among other incentives to good order is the prison library. The convicts able to

read are urgently recommended from time to time to employ their otherwise idle time

in reading the books found in the library.

The report of the chaplain of the Kansas State Penitentiary, tor the

year 1873, says :

The prisoners who can read are eager for reading matter; many use a portion of the

small amount allowed them from their earnings to provide themselves with books and

papers, and no less thau seventy are regular subscribers ibf some magazine or journal.

The report of the chaplain of the same prison for the year 1874 con-

tains the following:

A book is the prisoner's companion; if it is goo.l, it serves as a sedative in discipline

and as a stimulant to the moral, mental, and physical well being of the prisoner. X

instrumentality is more important in securing the ends for which prisons are estab-

lished than a well selected and regulated library.

The chaplain of the Western Penitentiary, at Allegheny, Pa., reports
in 1873:

The library is one of our most efficient agencies for instruction and entertainment.

Its privileges are highly appreciated by the mass of the inmates. The books are well

taken care of in the cells. la no instance during the year has there been any depriva-

tion of privileges of the library on account of abuse of its volumes. All books issued

to the cells are carefully examined on their return to the library. In many instances

extracts are copied and carefully studied for future service.

Similar extracts might be multiplied did space permit. The testi-

mony of prison officials as to the value and usefulness of the libraries

is uniform.

II. LIBRARIES OF REFORMATORIES.

HISTORY, EXTENT, AND INFLUENCE.

The first reform school in the United States was opened in Xe\v York
in the year 1825, with nine inmates. It originated in the philan-

thropic efforts of Edward Livingston, John Griscom, and others, who

sought to arrest vicious youth on the road to prison and train them to

become worthy members of society. The following year a similar school

was opened in Boston, and in 1828 the House of Refuge was established

at Philadelphia. In the first quarter of a century from the foundation

of the school in New York there were but five others for a similar pur-
j

pose in operation in the United States.

In May, 1857, a convention of superintendents of houses of refuge and
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schools of reform was held in New York, when plans for the improve-
ment of those institutions were discussed. Seventeen reformatories
were represented, and the statistics presented showed, since 1825,

20,658 inmates, 3,530 of whom remained under care. The average age of
inmates on admission was 12f years and the number of pupils reformed
was estimated at 75 per cent.

In 1872 Mr. F. B. Sauborn, secretary of the Massachusetts board ot

State charities, estimated 1 the number of pupils in the reform schools ,.t

the United States the preceding yeir at 12,093, not including an e<|;ial

number (estimated) in "
strictly educational anil preventive establish-

ments." He says :

Perhaps the percentage of worthy citizens trained np am >n^ t!i- wliol.- -.'. i

preventive and reformatory schools would be as high as 75.

From the very first, moral and intellectual instruction was relied on
as among the most powerful means of reformation.

Of libraries as an adjunct of education in the reform schools in the

United States, no statistics appear to have been published before the

year 1870, when the task was undertaken by the Bureau of Education;
returns for the year 1888 were obtained from 20 reformatories, 13 of

which reported libraries ranging from 100 to 2,500 volumes each, con-

taining in the aggregate 20,545 volumes. The whole number of inmates

up to that time had been 66,519, and the average for the year lsiJ>

was 7,463.

For the year 1874, more or less perfect returns were received from 5fi

reformatories. The aggregate number of inmates in 43 since their foun-

dation was reported at 110,622; the aggregate number of inmates at

date of report was 11,185, distribute I among 49 schools; 40 reported
libraries containing altogether 35,012 volumes; and 15 reported an ag-

,uiv_;:ii(' increase of books during the year amounting to 1,915 volu .\

Lifer returns from 49 houses of correction, houses of refuge, and

other reformatory institutions under State, municipal, and corporate or

private control, place the aggregate number of volumes in the libraries

at 51,406, an average of 1,050 volumes to each. The largest library oi

this class is that of the New York House of Kefuge, which numbers

over 1,000 volumes. During the first forty-seven years of its existence

this house received 14,275 inmates. The reports of oflh-ors of reforma-

tories bear unvarying testimony to the benefit* derived from libraries

ami reading rooms in the schools under their care, and whore neither

exists the deficiency is lamented.

SIM-
p.-ipiu'on juvenile reformatories in the United States of America, in

tions of tlio International Penitentiary Congress, held at London, .Inly :>-!'>, I-?.'. 8.

London, Longmans, Green & Co., 1872. See also abstract ot : .in.K [
>rt"o:i

tln International Penitentiary Congress of London, hy K. ('. \Vim-i,H>. P., I.I. I'

I'nitrd states Commissioner. 8. W^liin^ton. (iovi-rninent lYintiiu-Oln'cp,

115,116.



228 Public Libraries in the United States.

Table

of

prison

libraries

in

the

United

States.



Libraries in Prisons and Reformnt



CHAPTER IX.

rilOFESSUKSHIl'S OF BOOKS AND I!EADL\(i.

I.-BY F. B. PERKINS.
II.-BY AVILLIAM MATIIEWs. A. M .

I. ON PROFESSORSHIPS OF BOOKS AND HEADING.

PROFESSORS SHOULD TEACH A METHOD, NOT A SUIUECT A PKOPER ADDITIONAL

COLLEGE PROFESSORSHIP READING AS NO\V MANAGED METHODS AND MEN.

METHODS, NOT SUBJECTS, TO BE TAUGHT.

The first idea suggested by a demand for "
professorships of books

and reading" is not unlikely to be this: that the department indicated

is too large, or, rather, too indistinct, for the work of one professor; too

much like Mr. Carlyle's
"
professorship of things in general." Bat upon

considering the subject matter of various perfectly regular and satis

factory professorships commonly existing, the reasonableness of this

one will quickly appear. Indeed, some of these, when cited, will be

seen to call for some explanation of an apparent pre-emption of the very

ground claimed by the new settler. Thus, we have in abundance in

collegiate institutions, professorships of "belles-lettres," of "English

language and literature," of "rhetoric and oratory," of "modern lan-

guages and literature," all these separately or together. Do they not,

or do not some of them, cover the very ground proposed .'

To answer this inquiry will leave it unnecessary to do more th i;i

merely refer to other parallel cases of large subjects for professorships.

Such are mental and moral philosophy, natural philosophy, theology,
modern history, law. It is qiite superfluous to describe the immensity
of each of those fields of labor, and indeed the overwhelming nature of

the themes of some of them. As to the sufficient importance of the

proposed new subject, that will be referred to presently ; but that it

is not too large for a professorship, as professorships go, there can

hardly be a doubt on a comparison with these cases.

To recur to the suggested question of definitions. The partly synony-
mous literary chairs above named may perhaps be described as follows

1. "Modern languages an I literature" usu illy implies the study o

German, French, Italian, or Spanish not so often of other modern Ian

guages and this often iu an elemantary manner, with gram uir. diction

ary, and the ui3inorizing of conjugations, declensions, and phrases
mere primary school work, in fact. Even if the instruction goes furthei

it is pretty sure to mean (very properly, of conr.se.) only other modern

languages than English.
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'2. "Rhetoric and oratory." This line of teaching looks mostly to

spoken rhetoric, and is commonly not greatly, if at alj, CDuc3rned with
the reading of books or with writing them.

3. "
English language and literature " of course excludes the stuJy of

other literatures, than our own, except in translations. The oaenpant
of a chair with this title will, however, commonly instruct either in

English composition, in the history of the English language, or in the

history of English literature. All these are necessary, of course, and
perhaps a sufficiently vigorous and accomplished man, in a sufficiently
small institution, might undertake the proposed new department along
with these, for they are not far distant from each other; bat they are

by no means the same thing, any more than the law and the gospel are.

4. "Belles-lettres" is about the same as what is still called in some
institutions, "the humanities," as what used to be called more than

now,
"
polite literature

;

" and the professor of these would seek to ac-

quaint his pupils with poetry, fiction, and the drama, rhetoric and ora-

tory, literary criticism, perhaps also with more or less of history, and

perhaps of philology. And the same observation may be made as to

annexing the proposed new department to this one as under the pre-

ceding- head.

The new field, then, is not actually occupied, in any complete way,

though doubtless some hints pertaining to it are more or less subjoined
to some of the above enumerated courses of instruction. What will the

new chair teach ?

Not the history of literature, nor any one literature, nor any one de-

partment of literature, uor the grammar of any language, nor any one

language, nor language itself, nor any form of its use, nor even any
particular form of thought. It is something higher than any of

these
;

it is not any one subject, any one field of investigation, but

it is a method for investigating any subject in the printed records of

human thought. It might be compared with the calculus in applied

mathematics; it is a means of following up swiftly and thoroughly the

best researches in any direction and of then pushing them further ; it

seeks to give a last and highest training for enlarging a-iy desired de-

partment of recorded human knowledge. It is the science and art of

reading for a purpose ;
it is a calculus of applied literature.

Before leaving thjs definition of the proposed new d 'pirtment of

study, something should be said of the various printed courses of read-

ing and similar manuals that are extant. These may be supposed by

some to contain all that is necessary to enable any student to do well

enough without any teacher. This, however, is not at nil the case.

Foreign treatises of the kind are practically worthless for American

purposes and need not be examined; and those which we have are

thoroughly incompetent for the work required. Watts on the Im-

provement of the Mind, for instance, is quite obsolete, Pycrofl's

nook, of which an edition has been issued with additions by an

American editor, contains pome sensible suggestions, but it i tl.
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years old. Chancellor Kent's, prepared still earlier, (in 1840,) for the use

of the members of the New York Mercantile Library Association, is

simply a list of books on a classified schedule of subjects, beginning with

Herodotus, Thucydides, and Xenophou, and ending with Kuox's Essays,

Drake's Literary Hours, Verplanck's Essays, Irving's Essays, under

the title of Geoffrey Crayon, Dr. Chanuing's Discourses and Iteviews,

Fisher Ames's Works, Webster's Speeches, and Everett's Speeches. To
most of the titles is appended a brief valuation of the books, and while

the whole was a good and kind thing for the chancellor to do, and is

far from foolish, it is heavy and conventional, and thirty-five years old.

Knapp's Advice in the Pursuit of Literature, like Chancellor Kent's,

was made out with a view to the advantage of the New York Mercan-

tile Library Association, to which it is dedicated. It consists of brief

sketches of eminent authors and important literary eras, ancient and

modern, with a good many poetical extracts. It is executed with a

fair share of taste and discrimination, but it is forty-three years old.

A number of lists of books recommended, with more or less suggestion as

to order of reading, have been issued by publishers ;
but these are only

trade lists, with a variation. President Porter's work, Books and Read-

ing, issued only a few years ago, is a collection of solid didactic essays,

but consisting largely, as every such treatise must of necessity consist,

of generalizations, which are like army coats
; they fit no one exactly,

because they must fit almost anybody somehow. But no book can serve

the purpose of a live man.

THIS IS A PROPER ADDITIONAL COLLEGE PROFESSORSHIP.

No better exponent of the accepted theory of college education will be

found than the experienced, conservative, and thoughtful president of

Yale College, to whose bot>k on the subject under consideration refer-

ence has just been made. In his inaugural, delivered October 11, 1871,

he stated this theory in substance as follows:

Our higher education (meaning our college, or, as President Porter

wishes it could be first made and then rightly named, our university

education) should be

First. Conversant with the past, including
a. The doings of the past ;

b. The record of those doings.
Second. A learned education

;
that is, based to a liberal extent on

learning, properly so called, and given at seats of learning.
Third. Nevertheless, in appreciative and friendly relations with the

thought and progress of the present.

Fourth. Provident for the future, by sending out graduates having
the best possible training, both intellectual and moral. To tins end

two rules (or parts of one rule) as to the method pursued are indis-

pensable for observance, viz :

a. It is culture, training, that is to be given rather than such and
such quantities of knowledge. That is
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b. The results to ba sought for are not so much immediate ones aa

remote ones.

Now, these heads of doctrine are as harmonious with tin: exposition
herein, made as if they had been worked oat for the same purpose, in-

stead of having been prepared without the remotest reference to or even

knowledge of each by the author of the other, and four years apart.
Eead over once more the above four heads of President Porter's dis-

course, and ask after each, "Will the course on books and reading.

above proposed, serve this purpose '?" And the answer will be, \

every time; and it will serve it, too, with a striking directness and
effectiveness.

But it may possibly be objected that there are enough kinds of pro

sorships already. . The general question involved is important, being
that of the progressive subdivision of departments of education

;
and a

brief exposition of it is in place here, since it involves the particular ques-

tion of the proposed additional department.
As the whole field for mental activity and the accumulated stores gath-

ered in it increase, the number of different sorts of this activity increases.

The extent of their separate departments in one sense diminishes
;
but

no earnest specialist has ever found his field too narrow
;
witness the

story of the German philologist. This scholar, it is related, famous for

profound researches on the third declension in Latin, approaching his end,
and advising his sou, also a promising philologist, warned him against

attempting too much by alleging his own example. "Too late," said

the dying professor, "I have realized that I ought to has-e devoted my
life exclusively to the dative case."

There has been a steady and interesting progress in what Mr. Her-

bert Spencer calls " differentiation " in all the history of human learn-

ing. Four centuries ago, in the early days of printing, a populai

encyclopaedia, or the book that then stood for such, instead of b<

twenty-one quarto volumes, like the Encyclopaedia Britannica, or even

ten large octavos like Chambers's Cyclopaedia, was one small quarto

volume, with not so great an extent of reading matter in it as the Old

Testament. And there was then really nothing so very absurd in a

man's professing all that was known. There is a well-known Latin

phrase of that period which describes such a man: "
Qui frw, <iu<

tern, qui omne scibile, novit," i.e., "Who knows the three, the seven.

in short, all that there is to know." Xow, this three and seven

the " trivium " and "
quadrivium," or courses of three studies and <>i

four studies, first three alone and then both together. The three

were grammar, logic, and rhetoric, and the additional four were arith-

metic, music, geometry, and astronomy. And in the small extent to

which they were known at all, a quick-witted, talkative, p.-rs.tii (snob U
was the Admirable Crichton, for instance) might lecture aMy e:i<>ii_'li

for the period on the whole of them. Even these seven may, ot'e..ii:

be ranged as only three language, music, ami mathematics, showing
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a still earlier stage of learning. But now we have, for instance, compo-

sition, sacred rhetoric, hoiniletics, besides the three old departments of

language, music, sacred and secular, instrumental and vocal, and dif-

ferent departments of each, and so on. All the natural sciences have

been added -

r the whole of mechanics, pure and applied ;
a number of

industrial pursuits, even, and so on, until the number of separate de-

partments of knowledge is such, and the extent of research in each has

become such, that a pretender to know all the learning of to-day would

either be hustled off to a lunatic asylum, or would be ticketed with

some keen descriptive jest, like those which paid off Lord Brougham
for undertaking to know more than was practicable.

"
Distinguished

by vast and varied misinformation," one of these said of him
;
and the

other (imported from France, by the way) was to the effect that " if

the lord chancellor (Brougham was then such) only knew a little law, he

would know a little of everything."

The extent of recorded knowledge, then, is now such that it is per-

fectly hopeless to attempt to master it ail. Of works already printed
there are, literally, millions. To this number are added, includ-

ing the printing world, i. e.. Christendom, not less than twenty-five
thousand new works each year. Also, probably five thousand volumes

each year of magazines and reviews
; also, a quantity of newspapers, of

which numerals can only give a notion even less accurate and adequate
than the foregoing roughly estimated, but not extravagant totals. There

are said to be about five thousand in the United States, the hive of

newspapers. Suppose we have as many as all the rest of the world
;

that gives a total of ten thousand. If only one in twenty of these is a

daily, that gives a total of six hundred and thirty-four thousand dif-

ferent newspapers issued a year. To read through a first class daily,

would take a swift reader two hours. Suppose, however, it only took

five minutes to read a book and one minute to read a newspaper ;
then

he who should read all the current issues of the book and periodical

press, (pamphlets are omitted, it will be observed, from this estimate,

and no allowance made for reading up on past books,) would have to

provide for the purpose five hundred and forty-four days of twenty-four
hours each, every year ;

or more than thirteen hundred working days a

year, of ten hours each. But if, instead of this one-minute and five-min-

ute scale, we allow -what it would really take to read each book and

paper; if we allow also for reading up the volumes issued since the

first book with a date was printed, 1457 restricting ourselves to the

English language, omitting all but local periodicals, and making any
other fair allowances that can be imagined while the fanciful nature

of the estimate is admitted, the mass of reading matter it covers is

simply enormous; immeasurably beyond the acquiring powers of any
one mind

;
a field superabundantly ample in size, as it is in significance

of contents, to justify a technical professional guidance in examining it

and selecting from it.
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READING AS NOW MANAGED.

So far as ordinary readers are concerned, the printed ivcjrds ot
\> i>t

and present human knowledge and mental activity are thus a track:
if not a bowling wilderness, in which a guide, philosopher, and friend will

find ample occasion for his services. The matter of reading i.s at piv
in a wholly unorganized, unscientific, empirical condition, like navigation
before the use of the compass and the application of scientific astrouo:n\,
or like mining before the introJuetion of scientific geological and minn
alogical investigations and of scientific engineering. Every one di->
wherever he fancies

;
he may possibly find a deposit of gjld, bat he may

find only mare barren ro^k or slag or dirt. (X- parhap-; it m iv !. still

more aptly compared with the physician's profession, in which famous
and successful practitioners begin their lectures by saying,

"
Medicine,

gentlemen, is something that physicians know nothing abaut," and in

which an advertising quack, whatever his effect on the graveyard, will

sell a great many more doses to fools, and make a great deal more money
out of them, than a conscientious and scientific gentlemen in treating

people of good sense.

The low comparative merit of American literary and scholastic work
as a whole, compared with that of England, France, and Germany, i>

another very important reason for scientific dealing with literature. N >

doubt our literature is improving; and no doubt we have many good
writers and workers in various fields of thought. Bat every one who lias

had occasion to examine at the same time, as one does who is purchas-

ing for a large library, the average issues of the American press and the

English press, for instance, will be prompt toalmit the great superiority

of the average foreign article. . In the lifetime of Mr. Hawthorne, there

may have been but few English novel writers his equal, and but one or t wo,

if any, his vsuperior. Bat the bast hundred Eaglish novels of any given

year were then greatly better than the best hundred American novels

of that year. There may not be a better historian uow at work in I.

land than Mr. Motley; but the English historical books issued this \r.n

are collectively a great deal more useful and valuable than the American

ones. And so on through most subjects 011 which books are written.

This is not an agreeable statement to make, but it is a state of things

which requires to be fully understood and appreciated, if we are e\ er to

esaape it. It is not disgraceful, it is not disc juragin.4 ;
it is tin- p-r.'cctly

natural and necessary and invariable experience of a new p -op!e with

small money capital, handling vast unimproved lands, foivvd tod.> rather

than to read. So that in fact it is only just now that we are earning to

the sacial state where we are iva ly to produce a train:- 1 literary class.

Thus far we have not done it, whatever may have been the case with a

few individuals, and we have had no business to do it. Ax, plow, 8teaiu

engine, not pen and palette, have been thus far our proper implements;

and we have done a noble "
spot of work

"
with them. Exactly now. at
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the end of our first national century, it is gool to sum and value just
this total of attainments. Anil exactly such a scientific instruction in

books and reading as is here discussed is one of the influences which
will do most to correct our views, to raise our ambition, to bring us up
to the present limits of attainment in knowledge and in thought, and to

prepare us for extending those limits. Comparing our past with that of

Europe, we have had at most two centuries and a half of literary ex-

istence the same length, by the way, as that of our political existence ;

which is not true of any European nation. Now, roughly speaking, our

higher education system may be dated back to 1638, the origin of

Harvard College. Compare this period with the duration of the corre-

sponding institutions in Europe, where the date of foundation of the

universities of Bologna, Paris, Oxford, and Cambridge is a matter of

doubb; but where that of Bologna was existing in 1158; of Paris al-

ready in 1250, when the Sorbonue was founded; where that of Prague was
founded in 1348, and four more, at Vienna, Heidelberg, Cologne, and

Erfurt, before the year 1400. Here we have the European nations, some
of them rooted in a civilization already ancient, and having higher
educational systems, now six and seven centuries old and more. Is it'a

discredit to us that, in our brief existence, and with our 'other work to do,

we are not now as far forward as they in special scholarship ? Not at all.

We are in advance of those nations in things enough. We have done

more than might reasonably have been expected in the very direction

under discussion.

Certainly, the influence of trained thiukersandstudentsindirectiugthe
choice and valuation of books, and times and modes of reading, will do

much to cause a demand for better and better books, and thus to cause

the appearance of better and better writers
;
for if crude, silly, cheap, and

easy writing is the only kind that people will buy, it is the only kind

that can be produced except by rich persons and the great works in

literature have not, as an invariable rule, been produced by the rich.

Another argument in favor of scientific guidance for reading is that

we have, as a people, so little time for it. We are still deeply

mortgaged to our lands; and, until we have developed from the earth a

larger amount per man of permanent capital than yet exists, we shall,

as a nation, continue to have but little time for reading. It follows, of

course, that we need to use the more skilfully what time we have.

These considerations have been meant to show the desirableness of

the proposed instruction, in view of the condition of reading as actually

pursued among us at present, and in view of our present educational

attainments. But such instruction is furthermore indicated with equal

directness and clearness by the general present tone and tendency of

the best public opinion in regard to educational systems of the higher

class. That opinion has, at present, a distinct set towards the employ-

ment of a thorough, systematic, and scientific training in lines of attain-

ment other than scholastic. It is not meant at all by this to suggest
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anything about the question of relative values of subjects of education.
Whatever.these may be, the fact referred to is shown plainly enough in

the recent growth of scientific and technological schools of various

kinds; some separate, others in connection with some university organ-
ization. We have professorships ofagriculture, of physical culture, of po-
litical economy, of aesthetics, of mechanics, and so on, every one of them
useful and desirable. And in like manner it is in accordance with thespirit
of the educational movement of to-day, that we should have professor-

ships of books and reading ;
for the knowledge of what to read and how

to read it is the indispensable completion and finish to any one of the

previous or other courses of study in any university or high grade insti-

tution of learning. No other department, in fact, could be contrived,

so adapted to be the last symmetrizing and polishing process to a com-

plete education.
'

.

METHODS AND MEN.

An instructor, if he is fit for his business, must adjust his methods to a

great extent to suit his own gifts or deficiencies and those of his pupils.

All that can be done here, therefore, is to make a few suggestions to

show that there are many practical questions as to range and choice of

subject matter, and as to modes of procedure.
As far as possible, the instructor should adapt his teaching to the

peculiarities, if any, of his individual pupils. A good many of them will

have no very marked peculiarities. For these, and in the beginning for

all, the general course must be begun and followed. As one develops
a strong love for metaphysics, another for historical sociology, another

for military history, another for biography, and so on. each of these

should be shown the relative value and capabilities of his chosen topic :

should be taught how to pursue that specialty without too much neglect-

ing others, and how to take up along with it the related brandies. As

deficiencies in attainment appear, they should be put in course of cure.

The tendency to reading for mere amusement should be carefully

watched and limited. If inferior books are preferred, the pupil should

not be too suddenly forced away from them, but should be gradually

trained to like better ones. Especial care should be taken to habituate

the student to the investigation and mastering of subjects, rather than

to the mere reading of books; to teach him not to pile up lumber and

bricks, but to plan and build an edifice. The various mechanical n

of retaining a hold on one's reading should be recommended, ami, if

possible, put in practice, always permitting the student whichever, on

trial, he finds best for his own mental habits. With one the vowel

system, "Index Kerum," will do; with another, a regular slip catalogue;

while a third may prefer a system of commonplacing, without so much

indexing, and a prodigy may any day rise up whose memory,
" wax

to receive and marble to retain," will enable him to cite, and pcrli

to recite, volume and page without making a single note. Peri

some may like to try a mnemonic system, and if they do, they should.
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The habit of making oral and written analyses and summaries of books

and parts of them should be cultivated as far as possible. It is a great

and wonderful secret to learn, that in many cases this practice of search-

ing out the anatomy of works already created, transmutes itself, in

time, into the power of creating other works, just as the profoundest

knowledge of anatomy has belonged to the greatest sculptors.

Reading can usually be for one or more of only three purposes, viz :

1. Entertainment
;

"2. Acquisition of knowledge ;

3. Literary production.

The first is hardly worth teaching; the object here being merely
to train to good taste in selec'ion and good sense in indulgence. The
second is, or should be, pretty sufficiently practiced in the undergradu-
ate and university course, though a skillful teacher in the proposed de-

partment would greatly re-enforce the methodology of every class in the

college. In fact, his course would coincide better with a professed

course in methodology, by name, than with either of the partly

synonymous courses referred to in the beginning of this paper;
it would necessarily be based, if it was a correct course, upon a

complete and detailed methodology.
It is, however, the third sort of reading alone that for literary pro-

ductionwhich is the ideal of the scientific use of books, and the one

for which the course should primarily be modeled. It will be found

easy to relax from its thorough- work quite as often as desirable. All

these suggestions, it will be seen, point towards making the student in-

dependent of his teacher as soon as possible, for they tend to set him

to doing his own thinking, and, indeed, his own acting, at the earliest

practicable period.

A hygiene for the eyes, for the stomach, in fact for the whole economy
of students, should be thoroughly taught; showing, for instance, how to

manage artificial light ;
how to get the most work out of the eyes with-

out ruining them
;
how to jive so as to keep the brain in the best work-

ing order, and so on. A capacity for understanding how, and how

much, a book is useful for the student, himself, and a habit of ascer-

taining this with distinctness, should be taught; but this done, it is a

question whether the maximum of literary power and accomplishment

requires much more. It is better to try to bring something good to

pass for one's self than to be watching to see whether other people have

done well or ill.

The question of pursuing one's reading into other languages, ancient

or modern, will require various decisions
;
so will that of using or of

making translations. The use of reference books will often need to be

taught ;
and some enthusiastic student may be encouraged to begin to

prepare some kind of reference book for himself, as a first essay in pro-

ducing something from his reading. The work may be of intrinsic

value; and if it is not, it will be valuable to have made it. The relative

and positive importance ar.d value of our own and other literatures
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will require to be considered, and the bird of our country must not be

let soar any higher than a due union of literary patriotism and of cos.

mopolitauisui may permit. The proper mode of reading periodicals and

of newspapers should be carefully inculcated, for there is ii propr;
well as an improper mode of reading even newspapers. Here, the

practice of making scrap books will properly come up fur consideration.

Without attempting to elaborate these and similar details into a com-

pleted system, which would suit nobody except the maker, and probably
not even him very long, this enuinaration is sufli jient to show that

under this title of "books and reading'' a good many practical quest;

would naturally arise, and that there is abundant material for establish-

ing by this or an equivalent name a new department of our higher edu-

cation, which shall take cognizance of important matters at present very

little attended to.

As everywhere else, it would make all the difference in tin- world

about the success of the new course of study what manner of man should

teach it. It would be easy enough to enumerate the qualifications of .1

literary archangel and then say, all these he should have. Practically,

the best man must be got that can be had; that is all. But he should

be not merely as good a scholar as possible, but he needs in a peculiar

degree the gift of teaching and a union of conservative and progressive

qualities. Some college professors are logs that have drifted into an

eddy; incapables, whose friends have hoisted them into their chairs t>

get rid of the burden of them at the expense of a school; and other-.

of distinguished ability in their specialties, have either no aptitude 1m

instructing or no desire to instruct. But the professor of books and

reading will be worse than useless unless he is a man who takes the full

pleasure of instructing. For such a man, the nature of the subject, ami

its peculiar adaptation to the minds of young men of college age, will

render his work a keen delight. He may range over the whole la-Id >i

human history, knowledge, and activity; his teaching may be a system

atizing of all these, and at the same time a course of applied mental

philosophy, as he stimulates and guides the various minds before him.

and of morals, as he develops the ethical significances t>f all his themes

Such a discursive activity would not suit everybody; but for min<!

a certain class and that a very valuable class it would be simply

happiness.
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II. PROFESSORSHIPS OF BOOKS AND READING.

OF BOOKS AS A^MEANS OF CULTURE A PROPER COURSE OF READING

DIFFICULTY OF SELECTING MANUALS NOT SUFFICIENT COLLEGES SHOULD
PROVIDE A PROFESSOR TO ASSIST THE STUDENT OBJECTIONS TO THE PRO-

POSED PROFESSORSHIP CONSIDERED.

The value of books as a means of culture is at this day recognized by
all men. The chief allies and instruments of teachers, they are the best

substitutes for teachers, and, next to a good college, a good library may
well be chosen as a means of education. Indeed, a book is a voiceless

teacher, and a great library is a virtual university. A literary taste is

at once the most efficient instrument of self-education and the purest
source of enjoyment the world affords. It brings its possessor into ever-

renewing communion with all that is noblest and best in the thought of

the past. The garnered and winnowed wisdom of the ages is his daily

food. Whatever is lofty, profound, or acute in speculation, delicate or

refined in feeling, wise, witty, or quaint in suggestion, is accessible to

the lover of books. They enlarge space for him and prolong time. More
wonderful than the wishing-cap of the Arabian tales, they transport
him back to former da\-s. The orators declaim for him and the poets

sing. He becomes an inhabitant of every country, a contemporary of all

ages, and converses with the wisest, the noblest, the tenderest, and the

purest spirits that have adorned humanity. All the sages have thought
and have acted for him; or, rather, he has lived with them; he has

hearkened to their instructions; he has been the witness of their great

examples; and, before setting his foot abroad in the world, has ac-

quired the experience of more countries than the patriarchs saw.

The most original thinkers have been most ready to acknowledge
their obligations to other minds, whose wisdom has been hived in books.

Doctor Franklin traced his entire career to Cotton Mather's Essays to

do Good, which fell into his hands when he was a boy. The current

of Jeremy Bentham's thoughts was directed for life by a single phrase,
"The greatest good of the greatest number," caught at the end of a

pamphlet. Cobbett, sit eleven, bought Swift's Tale of a Tub, and it

produced what he considered a sort of "birth of intellect." The genius
of Faraday was fired by the volumes which he perused while serving as

an apprentice to an English bookseller. One of the most distinguished

personages in Europe, showing his library to a visitor, observed that

not only this collection, but all his social successes in life, he traced

back to " the first franc he saved from the cake shop to spend at a book

stall." The French historian Michelet attributed his mental inspira-

tion to a single book, a Virgil, he lived with for some years ;
and he

tells us that an odd volume of Racine, picked up at a stall on the quay,
made the poet of Toulon. Books not only enrich and enlarge the mind,
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but they stimulate, inflame, and concentrate its activity; and though
without this reception of foreign influence a man may be odd, he can-

not be original. The greatest genius is he who consumes the most

knowledge and converts it into mind. What, indeed, is college educa-

tion but the reading of certain books which the common sense of all

scholars agrees will represent the science already accumulated ?

A well known American writer says that books are only for one's idle

hours. This may be true of an Emerson; but how many Emersons are

there in the reading public? If the man who gets almost all his informu

tion from the printed page,
" needs a strong head to bear that diet," what

must be the condition of his head who abstains from this aliment f A
Pascal, when his books are taken from him to save his health, injured

by excessive study, may supply their place by the depth and force of

his personal reflection
;
but there is hardly one Pascal in a century.

Wollaston made many discoveries with a hatful of lenses and some

bits of glass and crystal; but common people need a laboratory as rich

as Tyndall's. To assume that the mental habits which will do for a in in

of genius will do for all men who would make the most of their facul
1

is to exaggerate an idiosyncrasy into a universal law. The method of

nature, it has been well said, is not ecstacy, but patient attention.

''There are two things to be considered in the nutter of inspiration;

one is, the infinite God from whom it comes, the other the finite capacity

which is to receive it. If Newton had never studied, it would have been

as easy for God to have revealed the calculus to his dog Diamond as

to Newton. We once heard of a man who thought everything was in

the soul, ami so gave up all reading, all continuous thought. Said

another,
' If all is in the soul, it takes a man to find it.'" It is true that,

as Ecclesiasticus tells us, "a man's mind is sometimes wont to tell him

more than seven watchmen that sit above in a high tower;'' but it is

also true that the man will hear most of all who hearkens to his own

mind and to the seven watchmen besides.

No doubt books,like every other blessing, may be abused. "
Heading,'

as I'.acon says, "makes a full man;'
1 and so does eating; but fuln-

without digestion, is dyspepsia, and induces sleepiness and ilabbin

both fatal to activity. The best books are useless, if the book woim i>

not a living creature. The mulberry leaf must pass through tl.e silk

worm's stomach before it can become silk, and the leaves \\liii-li ai

clothe our mental nakedness must be chewed and di-. -\ living

intellect. There are readers whose wit is so smothered under tin- wriglit

of theiraccnmlations as to be absolutely powerless. It \\ as said of Holiei t

Southey that he gave so much time to the minds of other men tl at I

never found time to look into his own. Robert 11 all said ol I>i HppU

that he piled so many books upon his head that his brains could I

move, it was to such helluoHe* lihrnntm, or litera.y anacondas,

possessed by their knowledge, not possessed of it, that

Malmesbury alluded, when he said that had he read as many I

16 E
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other men, he would have known as little. There is in many minds, as

Abernethy complained of. his, a point of saturation, which if one passes,

by putting in more than his mind can hold, he only drives out some-

thing already in. It was one of the advantages of the intellectual giants

of old, that the very scantiness of their libraries, by compelling them to

think for themselves, saved them from that habit of intellectual depend-

ence, of supplyingone's ideas from foreign sources,
- which is as sure to

enfeeble the thinking faculty as a habit of dram drinking to enfeeble

the tone of the stomach. But though books may be thus abused, and

m my fine wits, like Dr. Oldbuck's, lie " sheathed to the hilt in ponder-
ous tomes," will any man contend that such abuse is necessary ? The

merely passive reader, who never wrestles with his author, may seem to

be injured by the works he peruses ;
but in most cases the injury was

done before he began to read. A really active mind will not be weighed
down by its knowledge, any more than an oak by its leaves, or than was

Samson by his locks. Great piles of fuel, which put out the little fires,

only make the great fires burn. If a man is injured by multifarious

knowledge, it is not because his mind does not crave and need the most

various food, but because it u
goes into a bad skin." His learning is

mechanically, not chemically, united to the mind
; incorporated by con-

tact, and not. by solution.

Such being the value of books, how can the college student better

spend his leisure time, beyond what is required for sleep, meals, bodily

exercise, and society, than in reading? But what books shall he read,

and how shall he read them 1 Shall he let his instincts guide him in the

choice, or shall he read only the works which have been stamped with

th e approval of the ages ? How may he acquire, if he lacks it, a taste

for the highest types, the masterpieces, of literature 1 Are there any
critical tests by which the best books may be known, and is there any
art by which u to pluck out the heart of their mystery?" These ques-

tions, if he is a thoughtful young man, anxious to make the most of his

time and opportunities, will confront him at the very threshold of his

college life. Of the incompetency of most students to answer them for

themselves those persons who have watched them when drawing books

from college libraries can have little doubt. Not to speak of the under-

graduates who read merely for amusement, or of the intellectual epi-

cures who touch nothing bat dainties, nibbling at a multitude of pleas-

ant dishes without getting a good meal from any, how fewr even of

the laborious and conscientious students who would economize their

precious moments, read wisely, with definite purpose or plan ? How
many, ignorant that there is a natural order of acquirement, that, for

young readers, biography is better than history, history than philoso-

phy, descriptive poetry than metaphysical, begin with the toughest,
the most speculative, or the most deluding books they can find ! How
many, having been told that the latest works in certain departments of

knowledge are best, plunge at once into Mill, Spencer, Buckle, Darwin,
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and Taine! books pre-eminently suggestive to well trained minds, but
too difficult of digestion for minds not thoroughly instructed. There is,

perhaps, no more frequent folly of the young than that of reading hard,
knotty books, for the sake of great names, neglecting established
facts in science, history, and literature to soar into regions where their

vanity is flattered by novel and daring speculations.

Again, how many students real books through by rote, without inter-

est or enjoyment; without comprehending or remembering their con-

tents, simply because they have been told to read them, or because so n

gre.at man has profited by them! Who has not seen young in -n plo 1-

ding wearily through bulky volumes of history or science, utterly un-
suited to their actual state of develop nent, under the dehuion tint

they were getting mental strength and illumination, when, in fact, they
were only inflaming their eyes and wasting their precious time ? An
heroic freshman, full of enthusiasm, and burning to distinguish him< -it

by some literary conquest, fancies that it would be " a grand thing'' to

possess himself of universal history, and so he attacks the history of the

world, in seven volumes, by M.Charles Rollin. He plods through Hume,
(ribbon, Robertson, and other "works which no gentleman's library
should be without," journeying over page after page with incredible p.i-

tience, and with a scrupulous attention to notes, and, in in rare cases, to

maps, that is morally sublime. No tome is too thick for him, no type too

small; whether the author is luminous or voluminous, it is all the same to

him. Years pass, perhaps the young man graduates, before the truth

Hashes upon him that the object of reading is not to know books but

things; that its value depends upon the insight it gives; and that it is no

more necessary to remember the books that have made one wise th in it

is to remember the dinners which have, made one strong. Hi- lin.ls ;

instead of enriching and invigorating his mind he has taken tin- most

en'ectual course to stultify it. He has crammed his head witli tae.ts, but

has extracted from them no wisdom. He has mistaken the husks ot'

history tor the fruit, and has no more assimilated his heterogeue

requisitions than a millstone assimilates the corn it grinds. The corn

wears out the millstone, giving it a mealy smell
;
and the books have

worn out the student, giving him only the faintest odor of intelleetn.il

culture and discipline. Almost every college has its literary Calvin V. \

sons living skeletons that consume more mental food than the strong

mid healthy, yet -receive from it little nourishim-nt iv:n. lining \\-

and emaeiated on much, while the man of sound constitution

vigorous on little.

Thediirnmllii'sofdee.idmg wh it b .'ist. iv i 1 M* _riva!ly multiplied in

our day 1>.V the. enormous number of volumes that wei^h down the

shelves of our libraries. In the National Library at Paris i:

there are S(M,Oim separate volumes, or, avoiding to A late writ.

mate. 1 IS.Tiit) acres of printed p.iper! Tin- library of the lln:

Museum, which eonlaiiis over 70(,0(H) separate volumes, is said to h.ive
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forty miles of book shelves. And yet the largest library in the world

does not contain over a quarter part of the books that have been printed
since the time of Gutenberg and Fust, while new books are flying from

the press as thick as snowflakes on a wintry day. Five thousand new

publications are issued in a year in England, and it has been ascertained

that over ten thousand works, including maps, or a million volumes, are

poured forth annually from the press of Germany alone. The Leipsic

catalogue contains the names of fifty thousand German authors, and

it is estimated that the time will speedily come when the number of

German writers will exceed that of German readers. What reader

is not appalled by such statistics ? Who can cope with even the mas-

terpieces of literature, to say nothing of the scientific and theological

works, whose numbers are increasing in geometrical ratio I De Quincey
calculates that if a student were to spend his entire life from the age of

twenty to eighty in reading only, he might compass the mere reading of

some twenty thousand volumes; but, as many books should be studied

as well as read, and some read many times over, he concludes that five

to eight thousand is the largest number which a student in that long
life could hope to master. What realms of books, then, must even the

Alexanders of letters leave uncouquered ! The most robust and inde-

fatigable reader who essays to go through an imperial library cannot

extract the honey from one-twentieth of this hive
j though he read from

dawn to dark, he must die in the first alcoves.

It is true that, in another vie-w, the facts are not quite so discouraging.
Newton said that it' the earth could be compressed into a solid mass it

could be put into a nutshell
;
and so, if we could deduct from the world

of books all the worthless ones and all those that are merely repetitions,

commentaries, or dilutions of the thoughts of others, we should find it

shrunk into a comparatively small compass. The learned Huet, who
read incessantly till he was ninety-one, and knew more of books per-

haps than any other man down to his time, thought that if nothing had

been said twice everything that had ever been written since the crea-

tion of the world, the details of history excepted, might be put into

nine or ten folio volumes. Still, after all deductions have been made,
the residuum of printed matter which one would like to-read is so great
as to be absolutely terrifying. The use of books is to stimulate and re-

plenish the mind, to give it stuff to work with, ideas, facts, sentiments
;

but to be deluged with these is as bad as to lack them. A mill will not

go if there is too little water, but it will be as effectually stopped if there

is too much. The day of encyclopaedic scholarship has gone by. Even
that ill-defined creature,

" a well-informed man," is becoming every year
more and more rare; but the Huets and the Scaligers, the Bacons,
who " take all knowledge to be their province," and the Leibnitzes, who

presume
" to drive all the sciences abreast" must soon become as

extinct as the megatherium or the ichthyosaurus. The most ambitious

reader who now indulges in what Sidney Smith calls the foppery of
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universality, speedily learns that no individual can grasp in the limits

of a lifetime even an elementary knowledge of the many provinces of old

learning, enlarged as they are by the vast annexations of modern dis-

covery ; and, like Voltaire's little man of Saturn, who lived only dur-

ing five hundred revolutions, or fifteen thousand of our years, he c;> H

. plains, as he closes his career, that scarcely has he begun to pick up a
little knowledge before he is called on to depart.
For all these reasons we cannot but think that our colleges, while

they provide the student with libraries, should also provide him with a

professor of books and reading. It is not enough to introduc hi:n to

these quarries of knowledge; he should also be taught where to sink

his shafts' and how to work them. Mr. Emerson, speaking of such a

professorship in one of his later essays, says, "I think no chair is M
much wanted." Even the ripest scholar is puzzled to decide what books
IK- .shall read among the myriad* thatclamorforhis attention. Wu.it, then,

must be the perplexity of one who has just entered the fields of literature !

If in Bacon's time some books were "to be tasted, others to be swal-

lowed, and some few to be chewed and digested," how much greater

must seem the necessity of discrimination at this day, when the amount
of literary pabulum has quadrupled and even quintupled! Is there

not, then, an absolute necessity that the student who would economi/e

his time and make the best use of his opportunities, should be guided
in his reading by a competent adviser? Will it be said that, according

to the theory of a collegiate education, the studies of the currieulum

will demand all his time; that he will have no spare hours lor general

culture f We reply that, as a matter of fact, whatever the theory, in

no college does the student, as a rule, give his whole time to the regular

lessons, however long or difficult. Unless very dull or poorly prepared.

the student does find time to read often several hours a day and he is

generally encouraged to do so by the professors. The question, tii

fore, is not whether he shall concentrate all his time and attention upon
his text books, but whether he shall read instructive books, for a defi-

nite purpose and under competent direct ion, or shall acquire, without

direction, the merest, odds and ends of knowledge.
We live in a day when.it is the, practice in every calling to ntili/.e

things which were once deemed valueless. In some of the great cities

of Europe even the sweepings of the streets are turned to a.-,-,unf.

being sold to contractors who use them as dressing for farms. In the

Tinted States Mint at Philadelphia the visitor to the gold room nut

a rack placed over the lloor for him to walk on; on inquiring

purpose, he is told that it is to prevent the visitor from earn 11 =

with the dust of his feet the minute particles of precious im-t.il \\liich,

in spite ol the utmost care, will fall upon the ll<ior when tin- rougher

edges of the bar are tiled, and tli.it tin- sweepings of the huilding -

\carly thousands of dollars. Mow much more pin-ions are tin- minute

fragments ot time which are wasted by the \oiin_ lly b\ those
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who are toiling in tbe mints of knowledge! .Who can estimate the

value to a college student of this*golden dust, these raspings and parings

of life, these leavings of days and remnants of hours, so valueless singly,

so inestimable in the aggregate, could they be gleaned up and turned

to mental improvement ! Let us suppose that a young man, on entering

college, economizes the odds and ends of his time so far as to read

thoughtfully twelve pages of history a day. This would amount, omit-

ting Sundays, to about three thousand seven hundred pages, or twelve

volumes of over three hundred pages each, in a year. At the end of

his college course he would have read forty-eight volumes, enough to

have made him master of all the leading facts, with much of the phi-

losophy, of history; with the great, paramount works of English liter-

ature
;

with the masterpieces {in translations) of French, German,

Spanish, and Italian literature, and with not a little of the choicest

periodical literature of the day. What a fund of knowledge, of wisdom,
and of inspiration would these forty-eight volumes, well chosen, well

understood, and well digested, be to him ! What a quickening, bracing,
and informing study would even one great book prove! The histories

of Hallarn, Grote, Merivale, Mominsen, Milman, Macaulay, Motley ;

Clarendon's gallery of portraits, Gibbon's great historic painting; any
one of these might tlate an epoch in the student's intellectual life. The

thorough, conscientious study of any masterpiece of literature, Dr.

Johnson thought, would make a man a dangerous intellectual antagonist.

Over and above all this, the student would have formed habits of self-

improvQinent and of economy in the use of his time which would be of

more value than his acquisitions, and would influence his whole life.

In saying this we do not forget that it is not well for the intellectual

worker to be always in the harness, or to be a slave to the clock. We
have no sympathy with those persons who, with a pair of compasses,
divide the day into portions, allotting one portion and no more to one

thing, and another portion to another, and who think it a sin to lose a

minute. On the contrary, we believe there is profound truth in the say-

ing of Tillier that "le temps le mieux employe est celui que 1'on perd."

Much of our education, even of our best education, is acquired, not only
out of school, but out of the study, in the hours which morbid or

mechanical workers consider lost. Deduct from our acquisitions all that

is learned in seemingly idle hours, in times of recreation and social in-

tercourse, and the residuum would be a heap of bones without flesh to

cover them. Making, however, all deduction for necessary rest and

relaxation, we still believe there are few students who cannot find time to

read twelve pages a day. Are there not many who, through ignorance
of what to read, and how to read, and even of the chief advantages of

reading, waste double this time?

Will it be said that it is enough for the student to read a few choice

authors, to absorb thoroughly a half-dozen or more representative

books, and that these he can select for himself? Xo doubt there are
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advantages in thus limiting one's reading. So far as reading is not :\

pastime, but a part of the systematic cultivation of the faculties, it is

useful only so far as it implies close and intimate knowledge. The mind
should be not a vessel only, but a vat. A man may say that he IMS
read Milton's minor poems, if he has skimmed over them lightly as he
would skim over the columns of a newspaper, or if he di.sp itdics them
as a person boasted that he had gone through a geometry iu one after-

noon, only skipping the A's, and B's, and crooked lines that seemed to

have been thrown iu to intercept his progress ; but he h,w not rea 1 them
to any good purpose until they have fascinated his iuugiuation and
sunk into his memory. Really great b>>oks must b3 re id and re-re.id

with ceaseless iteration, must be chewed and digested till they are

thoroughly assimilated, till their ideas pass like the iron atoms of the

blood into the mental constitution
;
and they hardly begin to give

weight and power to the intellect, till we have them so by heart that

we scarcely need to look into them. It is not in the number of facts

one has read that his intellectual power lies, but in the number he ran

bring to bear on a given subject, and in his ability to treat them as data,
or factors of a new product. It is hardly possible to censure too

sharply what Sir William Hamilton calls "the prevailing pesti-

lence of slovenly, desultory, effeminate reading." A great deal of the

time thus spent is but the indulgence of intellectual dram drinking,

affording a temporary exhilaration, but ultimately emasculating both

mind and character. The Turk eats opium, the Hindoo chews tobacco

and hotel nut, the civilized Christian reads; and opium, tobacco, ami

books, all alike tend to produce that dizzy, dreamy, drowsy state of

mind which unfits a man for all the active duties of life. But true as all

this is,
" the man of one book," or of a few books, is, we fear, a I'topiau

dream rather than a reality, in this nineteenth century. The young
man who has a keen, vigorous appetite for knowledge, and who would

be abreast, with his age, will never be content to feed on a few choice

authors, oven though each be a library. He knows that as the .Vina/on

and the. Mississippi have hundreds of tributaries, so it is with e\

great si ream of knowledge. Ho sees that such are the interrelations

and overlapping* of science that, to know one subject well, it is neccs.

sary to know something of a thousand others. IIerec,g:ii/"s, ^.oncr or

later, the fact that, as Maclaurin says,
" our knowledge is vastly greater

than the sum of what all its objects separately could afford: and when

a new object comes within our reach, the addition to our knowlcd_

the .greater the more we already know; so that it increases, not a tin-

new objects increase, but in a much higher proportion." Aboveull, bo

knows that, as in our animal economy it is a disastrous policy to eat ex-

clusively the nitrates which contribute to the muscles, the phosphates
which feed the brain and nerves, or the carbonates which develop

fat, so we starve a part of our mental faculties it we limit our mejit.il

diet to a few dishes. The intellectual epicure who would feed on a lew
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choice authors is usually the laudator temporis acti, the indiscriminate

eulogist of the past; and this, of itself, renders worthless all his recipes

for mental culture, and cuts him off from the sympathy of the young. He
is forever advising them to read only classic authors, which would be to

live in an intellectual monastery. It is quite possible to feed a young
man with too concentrated a diet. It has been truly said by a wise

teacher that if there is one law more sure than another in intellectual

development, -it is that the young must take their start in thought and

in taste from the models of their own time
;
from the men whose fame

has not become a tradition, but is ringing iu clear and loud notes in the

social atmosphere around us.

.There are some persons, no doubt, who are opposed to all guidance
of the young iu their reading. They would turn the student loose into

a vast library and let him browse freely in whatever literary pastures

may please him. With Johnson they say,
" Whilst you stand deliber-

ating which book your son shall read first, another boy has read both
;

read anything five hours a day and you will soon be learned." Coun-

sel, advice in the choice of books, they condemn as interfering with the

freedom of individual taste and the spontaneity which is the condition

of intellectual progress.
"
Read," they say to the young man,

" what you
can read with a keen and lively relish; what charms, thrills, or fasci-

nates you; what stimulates and inspires your mind, or satisfies your
intellectual hunger; 'in brief, sir, study what you most affect."-' No
doubt there is a vein of wisdom in this advice. It is quite possible to

order one's reading by too strict and formal a rule. A youth will con-

tinue to study only that in which he feels a real interest and pleasure,

constantly provoking him to activity. It is not the books which others

like, or which they deem best fitted for him, that he will read and read

with profit, but the books that hit his tastes most exactly and that sat-

isfy his intellectual cravings. Xo sensible educator will prescribe the

same courses of reading for two persons or lay down any formal, cast

iron rules for the direction of the mental processes. That which is the

most nutritious aliment of one mind may prove deleterious and even

poisonous to another.

To some extent, too, the choice of books may be left to individual

taste and judgment. There are some minds that have an eclectic qual-

ity which inclines them to the reading they need, and in a library they
not only instinctively pounce upon the books they need, but draw ;it

once from them the most valuable ideas as the magnet draws the iron

filings scattered through a heap of sand. But these are rare cases and

can furnish no rule for general gu idance. To assert that a learned and

judicious adviser cannot help the ordinary student in the choice of

books, is to assert that all teaching is valueless. If inspiration, genius,

taste, elective affinities are sufficient in the selection and reading of

books, why not also in the choice of college studies! Why adopt a

curriculum! The truth is, the literary appetite of the young- is often
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feeble, and oftener capricious or perverted. While their stomachs gen-

erally reject unwholesome food, their minds often feed on garbage and
even poison. The majority of young persons are fond of labor saving
processes and short cuts to knowledge, and have little taste for books
which put much strain on the mind. The knowledge too easily acquired
may impart a temporary stimulus and a kind of intellectual keenness
and cleverness, but it brings no solid advantage. It is, in fact, "the
merest epicurism, of intelligence, sensuous, but certainly not intellec-

tual." Magnify as we may the necessity of regarding individual pecu-
liarities in education, it is certain that genius, inspiration, or an affinity

for any kind of knowledge, does not necessarily exclude self knowliv.

self criticism, or self control. As another has said,
" If the genius of a

man lies in the development of the individual person that he is. his

manhood lies in finding out by study what he is, and what he may be-

come, and in wisely using the means that are fitted to form and perfect

his individuality."

Will it be said that there are manuals or " courses of readings," such

as Pycroft's, or President Porter's excellent work, by the aid of which

an undergraduate may select his books without the aid of a professor?

We answer that such manuals, while they are often serviceable, can

never do the work of a living guide and adviser. Books can never

teach the use of books. No course of reading, however ideally good,
can be exactly adapted to all minds. Every student has his idiosyn-

crasies, his foibles, his " stond or impediment in the wit," as Bacon

terms it, which must be considered in choosing his reading matter, so

that not only his tastes may be in some degree consulted, but "
every

defect of the mind may have a special receipt."

A professor of books and reading should be a man of broad and

varied culture, with catholic tastes, a thorough knowledge of bibliog-

raphy, especially of critical literature, and much knowledge of men :

one who can readily detect the peculiarities of his pupils, and who, in

directing their reading, will have constant reference to these as well as

to the order of nature and intellectual development. While he may pre-

pare, from time to time, courses of reading on special topics, and

especially on those related to the college studies, he will be still more

useful in advising the student how to read most advantageously: in

what ways to improve the memory; how to keep and use commonplace

books; when to make abstracts; and in giving many other hints

which books on reading never communicate, and which sn^'

themselves only to one who has learned after many years of experience

and by many painful mistakes the secret of successful study. He will

see that the young men who look to him as their guide read broadly

and liberally, yet care "mult urn lj< ,< potiiix quum nittlt<t." He will^S

that they cultivate " the pleasure grounds, as well a< the corn fields of

the mind ;" that they read not only the most famous books, but the K

reputed current works on each subject; that they lead by subjects and
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not by authors
; perusing a book uot because it is the newest or the

oldest, but because it is the very one they need to help them on to the

next stage of their inquiries; and that they practice subsoil plowing

by re-reading the masterpieces of genius again and again. Encouraging
them to read the books they

" do honestly feel a wish and curiosity to

read," he will teach them to discriminate, nevertheless, between true

desire, the monition of nature, and that superficial, false desire after

spiceries and confectioneries, which, as Carlyle says, is "so often mis-

taken for the real appetite, lying far deeper, far quieter, after solid

nutritive food;'' and, discouraging shortcuts in general, he will yet
often save the student days of labor by pointing out some masterly
review article in which is condensed into a few pages the quintessence
of many volumes. Perhaps one of the greatest services which such a

teacher might perform for the undergraduate would be in showing him
liow to economize his reading how to transfer or inspirit into his brain

the contents of a good book in the briefest time. At this day, the art

of reading, or at least one of the arts, is to skip judiciously, to omit all

that does not concern us, while missing nothing that we really need.

Some of the best thinkers rarely begin a book at the beginning, but

dive right into the middle, read enough to seize the leading idea, dig
out the heart of it, and then throw it by. In this way a volume which

cost the author five years of toil, they will devour at a night's sitting,

with as much ease as a spider would suck the juices of a fly, leaving the

wings and legs in the shape of a preface, appendix, notes, and conclusion,

for a boiled joint the next day. It is said that Patrick Henry read

with such rapidity that he seemed only to run his eye down the pages
of a book, often to leap over the leaves, seldom to go regularly

through any passage; and yet, when he had dashed through a vol-

ume in this race-horse way, he knew its contents better than any-

body else. Stories similar to this of " the forest-born Demosthenes"
are told of some of his contemporaries. Wonders are recounted of

their powers of perusal; how Johnson would swoop down upon his

prey like the eagle, and tear out the heart of a book at once
;
how

Burke, reading a book as if he were never to see it again, devoured two

octavo volumes in a stagecoach; and how. package after package of

these sweet medicines of the mind were thrown in to Xapoleou on the

island of St. Helena, like food to a lion, and with hoc presto dispatched.
It is said that Coleridge rarely read a book through, but would plunge
into the marrow of a new volume, and feed on all the nutritious matter

with surprising rapidity, grasping the thought of the author, and fol-

lowing out his reasonings to consequences of which he had never

dreamed. Chief-Justice Parsons of Massachusetts, who, according to

Chief-Justice Parker,
" knew more law than anybody else, and knew

more of other things than he did of law," read books with a similar

rapidity, taking in the meaning not by single words but by whole sen-

tences, which enabled him to finish several books in a single evening.
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Thierry, the historian, tells us of himself that from the habit of devour-

ing long pages in folio, ia order to extract a phrase and sometimes one
word among a thousand, he acquired a faculty which astonished him,
that of reading in some way by intuition, and of encountering almost

immediately the passage that would be useful to him, all the vital

power seeming to tend toward a single vital point. Carlyle devours

books in the same wholesale way, plucking out from an ordinary vol-

ume " the heart of its mystery" in two hours. It is absurd, of course,

to suppose that every man, above all, that young men, will bo able

with profit to dash through books as did these great men; but all stu-

dents can be taught how, by practice, to come nearer and nearer to siu-h

a habit. It is a miserable bondage to be compelled to read all the words

in a book to learn what is in it. A vigorous, live mind will fly ahead

of the words of an author and anticipate his thought. Instead of pain-

fully traversing the vales of commonplace, it will leap from peak to i>eak

on the summit of his ideas. Great quickness, acuteness, and power of

concentration are required to do this
;
but it is a faculty suseeptible of*

cultivation and measurably attainable by all. The first thing to be

learned by eve^ student is how to read. Few know how because few

have made it a study. Many read a book as if they had taken a HUTU-

mentum militare to follow the author through all his platitudes ami

twaddle. Like the American sloth, they begin at the top of the tree

and never leave it till they have devoured all of which they can strip it,

whether leaves or fruit. Others read languidly, 'without re-acting on

the author or challenging his statements, when the pulse should beat

high, as if they were in battle and the sound of the trumpet were in

their ears. A reader who knows the secret of the art will get through

a book in half the time, and master it more thoroughly than another

who, ignorant of the art, has plodded through every page.

A word, in conclusion, touching the cost of such a professorship as

we have advocated. In the leading colleges we believe there should U-

a chair of " books and reading" specially endowed ;
but in the smaller

colleges its duties might be discharged by the professor of English liter-

ature, or by au accomplished librarian.



CHAPTER X.

LIBRARIES OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT.
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STATES SENATE EXECUTIVE MANSION DEPARTMENT OF STATE DEPARTMENT OF
THE TREASURY AND ITS BUREAUS DEPARTMENT OF WAR, ITS BUREAUS, MILITARY

ACADEMY, AND ARTILLERY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY, ITS BUREAUS,
NAVAL OBSERVATORY, AXD NAVAL ACADEMY POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT DE-
PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ITS BUREAUS, GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL FOR THE

INSANE, NATIONAL DEAF-MUTE COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE SUMMARY LIBRARIES PARTIALLY MAINTAINED BY THE GOV-
ERNMENT: SOLDIERS' HOME, MILITARY POSTS, NATIONAL HOME FOR DISABLED

VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS, NAVAL AND MERCHANT VESSELS.

INTRODUCTION.

The libraries of the General Government hive grown out of the exi-

gencies of its administration. Before the Government was removed
from Philadelphia to Washington, members of Congress and the execu-

tive officers of the several departments were obliged to avail them-

selves of the courtesy of a proprietary library. The new Capitol offered

no such facilities. The Library of Congress was therefore begun, and

lias grown, as ueeds required, until it now numbers over 300,000 volumes

and 60,000 pamphlets.
As the business of administration increased, and its cares were

divided by the creation of new departments, a reference library for each

was found necessary for the proper conduct of business. In like man-

ner, it became essential from time to time to form libraries in a number
of the bureaus of the departments. With three or four exceptions,

these libraries have been formed with reference to the special duties

devolving on the respective bureaus.

The establishment of the Naval School at Annapolis and the Military

Academy at West Point necessitated libraries in each.

The subjoined notices, several of which have been prepared by the

librarians iii charge of the collections named, will show the growth
and importance of the libraries referred to, as well as of some not so

directly connected with the Government, such as those at military gar-

risons and arsenals, at the several navy yards and marine hospitals, and

on board ships of war.

Small collections of reference books are also found in the principal

custom houses and mints, and at the places of holding the United States

distiict courts.
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THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, OR NATIONAL LIBRARY.

BY A. R. SPOFFORD,
Librarian of Congress.

The Library of Congress had its origin in the wants of our National

Legislature for books and information. Its establishment, like th r

some of the government libraries of other countries, was almost co-ev.il

with the existence of the Government in a permanent form, the origin
of the Library of Congress dating from the year 1800, about the time of
the establishment of the seat of Government at Washington.
The Continental Congress, assembled at Philadelphia during the

period of the Revolution, represented a government consisting of a mere

league of colonies, without central power or authority ;
and it was (Im-

pendent for library aid upon the chance researches of its members, and
the gratuitous use of -books tendered them by the Library Company of

Philadelphia. Thus it formed no library of its own, and after the ndop-
.tion of the Constitution in 1789, while the controverted question of the

ultimate seat of government remained unsettled, there was little motive

to enter upon the collection of a permanent library.

The first appropriation made by Congress for the purchase of books

was on the 24th of April, 1800, in the fifth section of "An act to make
further provision for the removal and accommodation of the Govern-

ment of the United States." Tins act appropriated the sum of $5,000
"for the purchase of such books as may be necessary for the use of Con-

gress at the said city of Washington, and for fitting up a suitable apart-

ment for containing them, and placing them therein." The selection of

books was devolved upon a joint committee.of both Houses of Congi
to be appointed for that purpose. And the statute provided :

That said books .shall be placed in one suitable apartment in the Capitol iu the said

city, for the use of both Houses of Congress, and the members thereof.

FOUNDATION AND HISTORY OF THE LIBRARY.

Congress met in October, 1800, at the city of Washington, for the first

time. In the unfinished condition of the original Capitol, the t\v.>

Houses, with the Supreme Court, were all crowded into the north wing
of the new building, and little was done for the accommodation of the

nascent Library of Congress. At the next session, which num-m-d un-

der the presidency of Thomas Jefferson, in December, 1801, that oilu-.-i

appears to have taken an earnest interest in the library, and. at his sug-

gestion a statement was made, on the first day of the session, n-sju-rt-

ing the books and maps purchased by the joint committee <>l CongreM.
A special committee was appointed at this session on the part of lx)th

Houses to take into consideration the care of the books, and t> maU- .

report respecting the future arrangement of the same. This rr|>

made to the House by John Randolph, of Virginia, December 21, lst.
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formed the basis of "An act concerning the library for the use of both

Houses of Congress," which was the first systematic statute organizing
the Library of Congress, and which still continues substantially in force.

This act of organization, approved January 26, 1802, located the Li-

brary of Congress in the room which had been occupied by the House of

Representatives. It empowered the President of the Senate and the

Speaker of the House to establish regulations for the library. It created

the office of Librarian, and vested his appointment in the President of

the United States, requiring him to give bond for the safe keeping of

the library and the faithful discharge of his trust. It further restricted

the takiug of books from the Library of Congress to the members of the

Senate and the House of Representatives, together with the President

and Vice-Presidetit of the United States. This regulation was subse-

quently extended so as to invest with the privilege of drawing books

from the Library of Congress the heads of Departments, the judges,

reporter, and clerk of the Supreme Court and of the Court of Claims;
the Solicitor of the Treasury ;

the disbursing agent of the library ;
the

Solicitor- General and Assistant Attorneys-General ;
the Secretary of

the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives; the Chap-
lains of both Houses of Congress, the members of the Diplomatic

Corps, and the Secretary and Regents of the Smithsonian Institution

resident in Washington.
The disbursement of funds for the purchase of books is under the

direction of a joint committee of both Houses of Congress on the Li-

brary, consisting of three Senators and three representatives, who also

have power to make all regulations not inconsistent with law in rela-

tion to the Library of Congress, or either of its departments.
In the early years of the library there was little occasion for official

work with a view to its wider usefulness
;
and the care of the few

books accumulated (which amounted only to 3,000 volumes up to the

year 1814) involved but little time or trouble. Hence, the earliest libra-

rian placed in charge of the books was, in the case of each Congress,
the Clerk of the House of Representatives for the time being, who

employed an assistant to take the immediate care of the books. The an-

nual appropriation for the purchase of books during these early years
was only $1,000.

On the 25th of August, 1814, the Capitol was burned by the British

army, which invaded and held possession of Washington for a single

day, and the Library of Congress was entirely consumed with it. During
the following month, Ex-President Jefferson, then living in retirement

at Monticello, and overtaken by pecuniary embarrassment, tendered to

Congress, through the Committee on the Library, his private collection

of books, as the basis for a new Congressional Library. The offer w;ts

to furnish the books (numbering about 6,70f) volumes, of which a manu-

script catalogue was submitted) at cost, and to receive in payment the

bonds of the United States, or such payment as might be " made con-
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venient to the public." This proposition was favorably reported from
the committees in both Houses of Congress, but excited eai n->t d.-bate

and opposition. The final vote in the House upon the passant* of tin-

bill authorizing the purchase, at the price of $23,950, was 81 yeas and
71 nays.
On the 21st of March, 1815, Mr. George Watterston was appoint. .1

Librarian of Congress by President Madison, and a room in the building

temporarily occupied by Congress was appropriated for the reception
of the Jefferson library. A catalogue of the collection was printed the

same year (1815) in a thin quarto of 210 pages, which is little more than

a rough finding-list of an imperfect character. It is noteworthy that

on the title page of this volume the collection is styled "The Librarv

of the United States," instead of the Library of Congress, which lat-

ter designation has since been generally employed.
At the next session of Congress, the library was removed from tin8

temporary building (which was the Post-Office Department of that day)
to the brick ediSce on Capitol Hill which had been erected as a tern-

porary home for Congress, until the Capitol should be rebuilt upon the

old site. The annual appropriation for the purchase of books was raised

to $2,000 a year in 1818. This continued until 1824, when the sum of

s5,000 was appropriated; and the same amount continued the average
annual appropriation for twenty or thirty years thereafter. The annual

accessions of books under this modest appropriation were not great, al-

though the selections were generally judicious, and resulted in bringing

together a library formed with a view to the highest utility, and with

some general unity of plan. In the year 1824, the library was finally

removed to the central Capitol building, which had been completed,

where an apartment 92 feet in length by 32 feet in width (still occupied

as the central library hall) was fitted up to receive the books.

There the library continued to grow, slowly but surely, until it had

accumulated, by the year 1851, 55,000 volumes of books. On the IMth

of December of that year the calamity of a second fiie overtook the

Library of Congress. A defective flue, which had been neglected, and

was surrounded with wooden material, communicated the llames to the

adjoining shelving, and the entire library, then, as now, occupying the

western front of the Capitol, was soon wrapped in llames. The fire

occurring in the night, its extinction was attended with great delay, so

that only 20,000 volumes were saved from the flames. These, ho\\.

embraced the more valuable portion of the library at that time, includ-

ing the whole of the department or" jurisprudence, American hi-

and biography, and political science. But the important divisions of

geography, voyages and travels, English and Kuropean histon, tine

arts, natural history, poetry, the drama, &;., were entirely destroyed.

Starting anew in 1852 with the little nucleus of L'o.ooo volume-, tin-

jibrary of Congress soon arose from its ashes, and has since continued

to grow in a greatly accelerated ratio. The Congress of that day took
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a wise and liberal view of the situation, and appropriated at the same
session the sum of $72,509 for the reconstruction of the library rooms,
ami $75,01)1) additional for the immediate purchase of books. The

library hall, under the superintendence of Thomas U. Walter, esq.,

Architect of the Capitol, was rebuilt in fire proof material, the walls,

ceiling, and shelves being constructed of solid iron finished in a highly
decorated style.

The Library of Congress thus furnished the first example of an inte-

rior constructed wholly of iron in any public building in America.
The liberal appropriation made by Congress for books soon began to

show its fruits in the acquisition of multitudes of volumes of the best

literature in all departments ;
and many expensive art publications, sets

of periodicals, and valuable and costly works in natural history, archi-

tecture, and other sciences were added to its stores. By the year 1800

the library had grown to about 75,000 volumes.

Soon after the outbreak of the civil war in 18(>1 the regular appropria-
tion for the purchase of books was increased from 87.000 to $10,000 per

annum, the great cost of imported books rendering it very difficult to keep

up with the current literature of value and to continue to supplement
the deficiencies of the collection within the limits of the former meagre

appropriation.

THE SMITHSONIAN LIBRARY.

In the year 1866, the Library of Congress received a most important
accession in the transfer to its shelves of the whole collection of books

gathered by the Smithsonian Institution, and representing twenty years'

accumulation since its establishment. This collection was a most valu-

able complement to the library already gathered at the Capitol, being
well supplied with books in the natural and exact sciences, and quite

unique in the multitude of publications of learned societies in all parts

of the world and in nearly all of the modern languages. With this

large addition (numbering nearly 40,000 volumes) the Library of Con-

gress became at once the most extensive and valuable repository of ma-

terial for the wants of scholars which was to be found in the United

States. By the terms of transfer of the Smithsonian Library, Congress
became its custodian during such time as the Kegeuts of the Smith-

sonian Institution should continue the deposit, it being stipulated that

the expense of binding and cataloguing of all books should be defrayed

by Congress in return for this valuable and annually increasing addi-

tion to its stores. This arrangement, while it relieves the funds of the

Smithsonian Institution from an annual charge in maintaining a library,

secures to the National Library an invaluable scientific department with-

out material cost
;
and the deposit, supplying as it does a much larger

library of use and reference to the scholars of the country than is to be

found in any one body elsewhere, is likely to be a permanent one.
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THE FORCE LIBRARY.

In the following year (1807) Congress became the purchaser of a

extensive historical library, formed by the late Peter I-'. in . of \V.ish

iugton. This collection represented nearly fifty years of B

accumulation by a specialist devoted to the collection of books, pa-n

phlets, periodicals, maps, manuscripts, &(., relating to the coloni/ation

and history of the United States. This purchase, which w.i .1 at

the price of $100,000, included, besides nearly <;o,iMK) articles (or titles)

in books, pamphlets, and manuscripts, the entire unpublished mateiials

of the Documentary Distory of the United States, a work to which Mr.

Force had dedicated his life, and nine folio volumes of which. embiae

ing a portion only of the history of the revolutionary period, had been

published. This wise and timely pnrchas" saved from dispersion one ot

the most valuable private libraries ever gathered by a single hand, and

has treasured up in a national fire proof repository multitudes of orig-

inal political and military papers, and historical documents, which are

unijue, and throw'much light upon onr revolutionary history, as \\ell a*

upon that of subsequent periods.

Ily the accessions of succeeding years, the department of Ameiican

history has been still further enriched by assiduous care in selecting

from catalogues at home and abroad, and purchasing at every important

auction sale whatever works were not already in the Library of Coiiu

illustrative of the discovery, settlement, history, topography, natural

hist.oiy, and politics of America.

Till) LAW I.I1IKARY.

The law department of the Library of Congress was con'stituted by

act of -Inly 1 I, IS.'5'J. Prior to that time the whole collection had been kept

together ; but the wants and convenience of the justices of the Supreme
Court of the I'nited States would, it was found, be -really promoted by

removing the department of jurisprudence into a sepaiale room

more conveniently accessible to the court and confeience rooms of ;

tribunal, l.y the same act the Librarian of COII-K -s> \\.is re.|iine.l to

take charge of the law library, which was made a pait of tl e Library

of Congress, x-.iliject to the same regulations as the general librai
J

that the justiei-xo! the Supreme Court \\eie eti.pow el ed to make such rules

for the use ot I he s.ime by themselves and the attorneys ;u,d counsellor

of said court during its sessions as they should drVm pi.-p-i. I'm

nnal appropriation for the pi "I law books \\ a - $1,000,

ami a speei.il sum of *~, d.i.i was twice approprs.it.-d

department, whieli, at the, timo it fl '."11

volumes. From 1 >.V> L> I he pi .->eii t lime t he annual 'ted

for law books has been $-',OIW. Tin- law ijbiai\ m*
room adjacent to the main collect wm, on t he same ll. i in

oihe Moor underneath, near what ua> th.n the Sui

1, i
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room, it was finally lodged in the Supreme Court room itself in De-

cember, I860, the court having been transferred to the former Senate

chamber on the upper floor.

The Law Library of Congress is rich in the 'English and American re-

ports, of which it possesses full sets, many of them being in duplicate. Iii

civil law it contains all the leading works, .and many of the more obscure

collateral treatises. In the statute law of the several States, and of tin-

chief foreign nations of the globe, it is well equipped; its collection of

treatises in every department of the common law and miscellaneous law

literature, both in English and French, is large, though far from com-

plete; while its collection of sets of all important law periodicals,

whether English, French, or American, surpasses that of any other

library in the United States. It now numbers upwards of 35,000 vol-

umes, exclusive of works on the law of nations and nature, and the

journals and documents of legislative bodies, which form a part of the

general Library of Congress.

EXTENT AND CHARACTER OF THE COLLECTIONS.

It may be said that the central idea of a library for the use of a legis-

lative body should be completeness in the two departments of jurispru-

dence and political science. Yet a library adequately contributing to

the enlightenment of the legislators of a nation must necessarily em-

brace much more than this. There is, in fact, no department of science

or literature which may not require at any moment to be drawn upon to

lend its aid. Further than this, as the Library of Congress is also freely

open for the use and reference of the much larger public, resident or

temporarily^sojourning at the seat of Government, it must inevitably,

by the mere law of growth, become sooner or later a universal library,

in which no department shall be neglected. While, therefore, the im-

portance of rendering it approximately complete in books relating to

law and government has been kept steadily in view, it has also been

assiduously enriched in other directions. Its accumulation of authori-

ties in English and European history and biography is especially exten-

sive. Its collection of periodicals is very rich, and there are few Eng-
lish or American reviews or magazines of any note of which com-

plete sets are not to be found upon its shelves. An admirable selection

of the more important literary and scientific periodicals published in

France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, and other countries of Europe, is

also to be found here?

As the library of the American people, supported and constantly en-

larged by taxation, it is eminently fitting that this library should not

only be freely accessible to the whole people, but that it should furnish

the fullest possible stores of information in every department of human

knowledge. While, therefore, more particular attention has been de-

voted to rendering the library complete in jurisprudence, history, and

Americana, there is no department which has been neglected iu its
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formation ; and it is, accordingly, becoming measurably complete in

many directions which, were it merely the Library of Congressand for

the sole use of a legislative body, would not receive special attention.

As one example, it may be stated that this library contains much the

largest collection of the county and town histories of Great Britain and
of genealogical works, to be found in America.
The present numerical extent of the Library of Congress may be summed

up in saying that it contains 300,000 volumes, besides about 60,000 pam-
phlets. But this estimate by enumeration, although commonly tin-

item asked for, is very far from constituting a practical test of the vain*'

of any library. Non multa, sed multum applies with strict pertinence to

the intellectual wealth stored within the alcoves of a great library.

And with regard to the careful selection and winnowiug of books, so

that we may be sure to have the best on any given subject, no matter

what other collection contains the most, it may be said that it has been

the steady aim to secure for the Library of Congress the most compre-
hensive materials which can be contributed to the enlightmentof read-

ers upon every theme that interests men. Further than this, sugges-
tions of books wanting in the collection have been welcomed from all

quarters, and whenever found worthy of incorporation in the library,

they have been procured.

THE CATALOGUE.

The catalogue system of the Library of Congress is substantially that

adopted in most great and rapidly growing public libraries. The canl

ratalogue'is kept constantly complete to date by incorporating daily the

titles of works added to the collection. The printed catalogues, how-

ever, comprise two divisions an alphabetical catalogue by autlunV

names, and a classed catalogue by subjects. The annual catalogues of

accessions to the library, which were published in a series of bulky
volumes from 1867 to 1872, have been discontinued, on account of the

great cost of producing them in comparison to their utility, and will be

replaced by a, more frequent issue of the general catalogue, embracing
the whole contents of the library, pamphlets included, which hitler

were omitted from the annual catalogues for economical reasons. The
next general catalogue, complete to the year 1S7<5, will (ill four or more

royal octavo volumes, and in it will be embraced the feature of record-

ing full collations of every book and pamphlet, including publishers'

names, first introduced in the catalogues of this librarx in IStlT. A c.it.i

logue of the more important accessions of the last three years 1 >;.; 1

-

accompanied by an index to subjects and titles, was recently issued.

A labor recently undertaken in connection with the catal<> 'm
of the library, and by authority of Congress, is the preparation of ft

complete index of topics to the documents and debates of <'.

This is a \\oik of vast extent, embracing the contents of about 1

volumes, including the Annals of Congress, the Register of Debates, the
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Congressional Globe and Record, the journals of tbe Continental Con-

gress, tbe complete set of congressional documents, (including the par-

tial reprints in the American State Papers,) the Statutes at Large, &c.

Considering the great extent and rich material of the documentary his-

tory of the Republic, the most of which has been completely buried from

view by the want of any index or other key to unlock its stores, this

task, when completed, may be expected to yield valuable fruit in bring-

ing to light the sources of our political history, as well as furnishing an

important aid to the legislative, executive, and judicial officers of the

United States.

THE COPYRIGHT DEPARTMENT.

It remains to consider, briefly, oue distinctive field of the operations
of the Library of Congress, namely, its copyright accessions. By an

act of Congress approved July 8, 1870, the entire registry of copyrights
within the United States, which was previously scattered all over the

country in the offices of the clerks of the United States district courts,
has been transferred to the office of the Librarian of Congress. The
reasons for this step were threefold : 1. To secure the advantage of one

central office at the seat of Government for keeping all the records re-

lating to copyrights, so that any fact regarding literary property can

be learned by a single inquiry at Washington. 2. This transfer of

copyright business to the office of the Librarian of Congress adds to the

registration of all original publications the requirement of a deposit of

each publication entered, in order to perfect the copyright. This secures

to the library of the Government an approximately complete representa-

tion of the product of the American mind in every department of printed

matter. The resulting advantage to authors and students of being cer-

tain of finding all the books which the country has produced in any

given department is incalculable. 3. The pecuniary fees for the record

of copyrights are now paid directly into the Treasury, instead of being

absorbed, as formerly, bj
r the clerical expenses in the offices of the dis-

trict clerks.

The average number of copyright entries is not far from 12,000 per
annum. As two copies of each publication are required to be deposited
in the library as a condition of perfecting copyright, the annual receipts

under this head amount to nearly 25,000 articles. Of this large number,

however, one-half are duplicates, while a very large share are not books,

but musical compositions, engravings, chromos, photographs, prints,

maps, dramatic compositions, and periodicals. Yet there is, even in the

accumulation of what some critics might pronounce trash, an element

of value which will receive increasing illustration in the future. By
the constant deposit of copyright engravings, photographs, wood-cuts,

chromos, and other objects of art, the library must iu time accumulate a

large and attractive gallery of the fine arts, richly worthy of attention as

representing the condition and progress of the arts of design at different

periods in the United States.
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By the required deposit, also, as a condition of the copyright, of every
book and periodical on which an exclusive privilege is claimed, there

will be gathered in a permanent lire proof repository the nu ans of tracing

the history and progress of each department of science or literature in

this country. As a single example of this, consider how great a benefit

it must be for those who are interested in the profession of education

to be secure of finding in a national library a complete series of school

books produced in all parts of the United States for the period of half a

century. AVhat seems trash to us to-day may come to morrow to have

a wholly unsuspected value
;
while that which is worthless to one reader

may contribute a very solid satisfaction to another.

There should be in every nation one great library, and that the prop-

erty of the whole people, which shall be inclusive, not exclusive, in its

character; which shall include not a selection merely, but all the pro-

ductions of the, intellect of the country, year by year, as they appear
from the press. Thus only will our National Library be fitly repre-

sentative of the country; thus only will it discharge its function

as the custodian and transmitter to future generations of the whole

product of the American press. No one who is familiar with the

tendency to disappear, or the rapid consumption, so to speak, which

overtakes so large a portion of the books that are issued
;
no one who

has sought in vain for a coveted volume, which has become almost

to the world from the small number of copies printed, and the swift de-

struction through the accidents of time, can fail to appreciate the value

of a collection thus truly complete and national.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES LIBIIAIIV.

This library is attached to the Clerk rs office of the I louse. There

illeetion of public documents as early as ITs'.i, which formed the

nucleus of the present library. The books are almost exclusively <

legislative and executive character, and are partu-ularly for the use of

the. members of the House. They are subject to the order of the in

bers, but are not to be taken from the city. The library is in charge of

a librarian appointed by the House. Including duplicates, the library

numbers Km.ODD volu;

UNITED STATES SKNATT. LIBRARY.

The library of the I'nited States Senate was begun as a regular In

in 1S.VJ, though it traa established Ma ie|H^i(nry of public document* ami

State papers in 1 7> '. ll \\asat lii-t at I aclu-d to t he office of t he S,

t.u\ of the Senate. The collect ion consist s cut 11 ely of public documen I s.

It contains a complete set of State pa; lining uitli the tirM pub-

lished b\dales \ Seaton, and t he maniisc npt journals ot"the Sen

from the fust session, held at NVu \ 01 k. beginning March 1. I.

The library mini! < mi \o!mt,
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EXECUTIVE MANSION LIBRARY.

The library of the Executive Mansion dates back to the administra-

tion of President Madison, and is simply a miscellaneous family library,

containing, however, in addition to miscellany, a number of executive

documents for special reference for the use of employes. Small addi-

tions are.made from time to time from the contingent fund.

The number of volumes in the library is 1,453. The first appropria-
tion for its increase was made in 1850, and amounted to $2,000.

THE LIBRARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

BY T. F. DWIGIIT,
Librarian of the Slate Department.

This library has been growing from the time of the organization of

the Government; its foundation maybe dated from the resolution of

Congress of September 23, 1789, which made it the "duty of the Secre-

tary of State to procure, from time to time, such of the statutes of the

several States as may not be in his office." Although it cannot be said

that the idea of forming a miscellaneous library was contemplated, yet

the fact possesses considerable interest that this resolution was the first

authorization of a collection of books by the Congress of the United

States.

The real character of the library was determined by the necessities of

the service. After the organization of the Department of State, a

demand was created for works on the law of nations, diplomatic his-

tory, and cognate topics, which led to the gradual accumulation of

Auieriean and foreign histories, voyages, treatises on political science,

political economy, and works affording liberal information on the sub-

jects of investigation of the Department.
Few data have been preserved respecting the growth of the collection.

Two subject catalogues, issued in 1825 and 1830, furnish the only records

of its early history. The first, a small octavo, covers sixty-eight

pages, and accounts for eight hundred and seventy-five titles in three

thousand volumes. The second, of one hundred and fifty pages, small

octavo, shows an increase within five years to about thirteen hun-

dred titles in four thousand six hundred volumes. Since the date of

the latter, an accurate statement of the increase cannot now be furnished.

It is estimated that there -are at present about six thousand titles in

twenty-three thousand volumes. Of these, there are, in English titles, five

thousand; in French, Italian, and Spanish, one thousand.

This estimate, of course, does not include the large and valuable col-

lection of newspapers nor the publications of Congress. Of the former

there are four thousand seven hundred and fifty bound volumes, com-

prising files of the principal journals of the United States and Europe,

preserved from an early date by the Department. There are of English
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papers alone seven hundred volumes; the files of South American and
West Indian journals could hardly be duplicated. The library i >

also, complete sets of the most important reviews and magazines. Of
congressional publications, it has a quite full, though not complete,
collection. In documents relating to foreign aff.iirs, it is natur.illy rich.

In the peculiar province of the library may be noted, briellv, works
on the law of nations, commentaries and dissertations, diplomitie

usages and formularies, collections of treaties ami negotiations, foreign
statutes and digests, reports of cases of common, civil, and muuicipil
law at home and abroad, state papers, and treatises on tin- prinri;

of law. Here are Rymer's Foadera, Duinont's Corps universe! diplo-

matique and N6gociations touchant la paix de Munster, etc.

The resolution of Congress of 1789, before referred to, is still in force,
and the library duly obtains the published acts of the legislature .it

the States and Territories. This collection is one of great importance,

numbering six thousand seven hundred volumes.

Although the purchases have been mainly regulated by necessity,

the library has accumulated through long years of slow but steady growth

many works of miscellaneous literature, embracing the standard Knglish

and Continental writers in the best editions and in appropriate bindi:

Among tlit-rn are many rarities to attract the bibliophile in tin* shape of

f ilitioHc* principes and specimens from celebrated presses, such a> Masker-

ville, Kl/evir, and Pickering. Foremost among the works relating

to the early history of the American continent 'is a copy of the first

right parts of Do Dry's Great Voyages, the Latin versions, mostly of

rlie first, impressions, in excellent condition. Here are also copies of (Jar

-ia, Uarcia, Herrera, and Torquemada. Of collections of voyages the

library possesses Hakluyt, Navarrette, Churchill, Burney, and Pinker

ton; and of special travels by sea and land, the relations of the must

notable from iln 1 time of Nearchus to the present day. In biography

and history, the library is even more full; in these classes its real

strength lies. Among them may be found the first French and second

Knglish editions of Mayle, t he first edition of the Biographia Uiitani

the quarto series of old chronicles edited by Douce, Kills, and ot!i.

and I'etitofs collection of French historical memoirs. These neces-

sarily brief references afford hut little information of the extensive his

torical material the library contains, not only of systematic histories ..i

the principal nations of the world, but of rarer works, memoirs of speci.il

periods and princely houses, the secret histories of courts that ha\<-

more or less relation to diplomatic alfairs, collections ol tracts and pub-

lic documents and of histoiical dissei tat ions.

The departments of lexicographical and statistical works are vci \ full,

to meet t he requirements of the general work of the I >.-p irlmciit.

The library po>-e^es large stores of pamphlets, made up lor lh*

most part of the publications o| foiei^n governments rel.itin- to th,<

intercourse of nations, eomme! ee, and finance.
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The preparation of a complete catalogue has been for some time

past in contemplation ; but tor various reasons the work lias been

delayed. Since the removal of the books to the new building occu-

pied by the Department of State, a card catalogue has been under-

taken, on a very comprehensive plan, to supply the need of a thorough

analytical index to the working material of the library ;
and good

progress has been made. The work is of considerable importance, as

the beginning of a systematic bibliography of international law and

diplomacy.
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY.

A small reference library was begun in this Department as early as

1803, but not till 1867 was any considerable collection of general litera-

ture acquired and made accessible to the employes of the Department.
The library now numbers 8,450 volumes, a large part of which is com-

posed of works on biography, history, and fiction. Books can be drawn

daily, except Sundays, by employes. v

BUREAU OF STATISTICS.

This library was begun in 1866, when the Bureau was established.

A few works, chiefly anuual publications of a statistical character,

have, from time to time, been purchased for the Bureau
;

but the

additions to its library consist chiefly of the statistical publications of

foreign governments, official documents of the United States and of

various State and municipal governments thereof, and reports of cham-

bers of commerce and other associations. The library now contains

about 0,000 volumes, of which upwards of 1,100 are in foreign languages,

including French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, German, Dutch, Scan-

dinavian, Bohemian, Hungarian, and Russian. There are also about

2,500 unbound pamphlets. The library is used chiefly by the officers

and clerks of the Bureau in compiling statistics.

FIRST AUDITOR'S OFFICE.

The nucleus of this library was formed in 1780. It is composed
almost exclusively of legal works and public documents. It is only
for the use of employe's, for reference, and contains 2,000 volumes.

LIGHT-HOUSE BOARD.

The library of the Light-House Board was begun in 1852, and consists

mainly of scientific treatises needed for reference by the employes of

the office. For a small library it possesses an unusually large number
of valuable books, among which are Annales deChimie and Annales de

Chimie et de Physique, 2C1 volumes, from 1789 to 1872, early copies

of which are not known to be in any other library in the country :

Pellet's Traite de la Chaleur; Belidor's Science des Ingeuieurs, printed

1729; Stephenson's Bell Rock Light-House; and Smeaton's Eddystone
Light-House, 1793. The library numbers 1,500 volumes.
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISING ARCHITECT.

This small library was begun in 185S, ami consists almost entirely of

technological works required for purposes of reference in the duties of

the office to which it belongs. It numbers 250 volumes.

UNITED STATES COAST SURVEY.

The library of the United States Coast-Survey Office contains about

3,000 volumes. The collection is the growth of years, receiving its ac-

cretions from donations, exchanges, and purchase. It is restricted

mainly to such scientific works, journals, and periodicals as are n<

sary and useful in the prosecution of the work committed to the ofli

and other employes of the Coast-Survey.
The library contains works on mathematics, astronomy, and geodesy,

topography and hydrography, navigation and engineering, chemistry,

physics and mechanics, geology, meteorology, electricity and magnet-
ism

;
also scientific journals, and the proceedings of societies, astro-

nomical and philosophical, both at home and abroad.

Among the foreign periodicals may be found Poggemloi fTs Aimalen der

Physik, Diugler's Polytechnic Journal, ComptcsRendns, Peters's Astron-

omische Xachrichten, Bulletin de la Socie"te de Geographic, Petermann's

Mittheilungen, Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society, Memoirs

of the Royal Astronomical Society.

Among the American periodicals are the American Journal of Science

and Arts, Proceedings of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science, Reports of the Smithsonian Institution, and Journal of the

Franklin Institute.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR.

This library was begun when Lewis Cass was Secretary of War, in

IS: 51*. It consists largely of works on military science, though it likewise

possesses valuable collections on law, history, and biography, together

With public documents. It also contains all the Government medals,

and is well supplied with valuable maps and charts sho\\ing t

and plans of battles of many European wars, and also of our own wai>.

Hooks may bi', drawn only by otlhvrs and employes of t he Department
a itl officers of the Army when in Washington. It is open once a week

for delivery of books. The library contains 13,000 volumes.

ARTILLERY SCHOOL.

The. library of the artillery school at Fort Monroe. Ya.. lor the instruc-

tion of ollicers of that arm of the military service, \\a* be-jun in IS'Jl. It

had its origin in a jjil'l of .'100 volumes of professional woiks by < 'olonel

11. S. Archer, inspector general, I'liited Stales Arm\.

The library has been increased from time to time \>\ presentation of

duplicates from the library of the I'nitcd Slates Miln.u\ \, ,,i,'<

West Point, and by purchase. It contains npwanU of I'.:.MO \nlumea ,
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.BUREAU OF ORDNANCE.

This library was begun in 1838, and consists of valuable works on

military tactics, engineering, pyrotechny, military and civil law. It

contains 2,200 volumes.

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL.

The library of this Office is made up almost entirely of public docu-

ments. It has, however, a full and complete collection of manuscript

reports of the military history of the late civil war, from 1880 to 18H5,

including those of the late confederate government, and all official cor-

respondence relative to the war, which is now in progress of publica-

tion. It numbers 1,700 bound volumes.

OFFICE OF THE SURGEON-GENERAL.

A full description of this library, which now numbers 40,000 volumes

and 40,000 pamphlets, will be found in Chapter VI of this report.

SIGNAL OFFICE.

The library of the United States Signal Office was begun in 1871. The
books are entirely of a scientific character, consisting of works on

meteorology, telegraphy, cipher and military signaling, and examples
of messages in different ciphers. Exclusive of maps, charts, and pam-

phlets, the library contains 2,900 volumes. It exchanges with twenty-
one different institutions. More than 500 tri-daily maps and bulletins

have been sent out to foreign societies since 1874.

UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.

The library of the United States Military Academy was begun in 1812.

Its growth from its establishment cannot be ascertained, the records

and many books having been destroyed by the fire of February 19, 1838.

The additions by decades have been :

Veto.

1838-1847 2,494

1848-1857 3,895

1858-1867 4,000

1868-1875 4,645

Present number of volumes, 25,000; of pamphlets, about 800
;
manu-

scripts, 28. There is a printed catalogue.

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

The library of this Department comprises historical, legal, and scien-

tific works, especially those which relate to naval affairs. It is used for

reference, and is accessible to employes and officers of the Navy. Books

are purchased from the contingent fund. This library receives works

occasionally, on nautical affairs, from officers at foreign stations. It

numbers 4,000 volumes.
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BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY.

This library consists chiefly of medical and scientific works
;

is u>. 1

only for reference in performing the duties of the Office
;
and numbers

1,000 volumes.
BUREAU OF NAVIGATION.

The library of the Bureau of Navigation is made up chiefly of scien-

tific works on navigation and nautical astronomy ;
is used only for refer-

ence; and numbers 1,250 volumes.

HYDROGRAPHIC OFFICE.

This library, numbering 7,000 volumes, was begun in 1807. It con-

sists largely of hydrographic, meteorologic, and nautical works, together
with numerous maps and plates. The collection is chiefly for reference.

It supplies public libraries at home with its publications, and exchanges
with hydrographic offices, geographical and other scientific societies.

NAVAL OBSERVATORY.

BY PROF. J. H. NOUH6E, U. S. X.,

Librarian United States Naval Observatory.

On the founding of the Observatory, 1843, Lieut. James M. Gilliss,U. S.

N., visited the chief observatories in Europe in reference to the con-

struction of the buildings aud the purchase of the instruments to be

used in making astronomical and meteorological observations.

To the proper success of the institution Lieutenant (lilliss judged
the formation of a scientific library also to be essential; lie there-

fore submitted for the approval of the Navy Department the selection

and purchase of such standard works directly related to astronomical

operations as should form the basis of an adequate collection. He
consulted the eminent astronomers, Airy, Schumacher, Kncke, and La-

mont, in reference to this object; being guided also by t lie catalog,,

the library of the 1 ligh School Observatory of Philadelphia, at that da;e

almost the only observatory existing in the United States.

Lieutenant Gilliss'sselectionsembraced 700 volumesof English. l-Yench,

and Cierman standard publications which he purchased at London. Pai i>,

and Leip/ig. He reported to the Secretary of the Navy "that much
interest had been evinced in the success of the Naval Observatory by
the distinguished savants whom he had the honor to meet : that in token

of their gratification at the establishment of an institution by the United

States where Science would be prosecuted, contributions had been made

by the K'oyal Society, Royal Astronomical Society, the A>trom>ii

K'oyal at Greenwich, Berlin, Brussels, and Munich, ami the Aslronoii

at Cambridge, Dorpat, Prague, and Oxford; by the F,ngli>h Admiralty,

the Honorable F,ast India Company, t li" 1 lydrographer o!' t he K"\ .tl

Navy, and by various authors of repute, and that the < >!>, i \ atoi y li.id

been placed on the list of correspondents to rereive from tli.it date the

following publications: The Philosophic.il Transactions, the Memoirs of
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the Royal Astronomical Society, and the Astronomical Observations of

Greenwich, Cambridge, Oxford, Edinburgh, Dorpat, Munich, Prague,
Brussels, Hamburg, Madras, and Berlin."

The basis of a library adapted to the legitimate purposes of an astro-

nomical institution having been thus secured, accessions have been

received from the date of its founding, to a very limited extent, by pur-

chase, but largely by exchanges with the most noted institutions at home
and abroad. These exchanges are effected through the offices, chiefly,

of the Smithsonian Institution. The resident legations respond very

cordially, also, in forwarding volumes to foreign public institutions. It

is worthy of note that the expenses of preparing and publishing the an-

nual volumes of the Observatory are largely returned by the exchanges

received, which are here building up a scientific treasury of an astro-

nomical, mathematical, and geodetic character for public use.

The collection, which is approaching 7,000 volumes, while directly

promoting the daily work of the institution, has always been, and re-

mains, available for use by the superintendent of the Nautical Almanac
and by officers of the different branches of the Government, when em-

ployed on astronomical or geodetic duty, such as surveys of our boun-

dary lines or of our lake or sea coasts which involve astronomical

observations, the determination of differences of longitude by telegraph

lines, etc. It is, perhaps, unnecessary to add that the library has ahvays
been available for the work of individual astronomers and scientists,

also, from whom frequent calls continue to be made for information from

its archives. A copy of its annual publication is forwarded to the libra-

ries of the separate bureaus of the Government, as well as to our own
observatories and scientific institutions, including each State library,

and the libraries of our chief colleges. A copy is also sent to such

individuals as furnish evidence of their ability to appreciate, or of their

being themselves engaged in, practical astronomical work.

UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.

Bi" PROF. THOMAS KAUXEY,

Librarian of the United States Xaval Academy.

A short time after the establishment of the Naval School at Annapo-
lis, Md., in 1845, the Navy Department transferred to it a number of

volumes which had been in use in United States ships of war for purposes
of instruction and in navy yards ;

which collection, with small additions

made to it from time to time between 1845 and 1851, constitutes the nu-

cleus of the present library.

A board of officers was detailed by the Navy Department in October

1849, to frame acode of regulations for the reorganization of the institution.

On the 1st of July, 1850, these regulations went into operation, the name of

the institution having thereby become the United States Naval Academy.

Beginning with 1851, and onward thereafter, important additions

were made to this inconsiderable collection, so that in 1855 it contained

,
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4,751 volumes, in 1865, 9,598 volumes, and in. 1875, 17,678 volumes: in

addition to which it possesses 26 manuscripts, 705 pamphlets, a set of
the United States Coast Survey Charts, a set of the British Admiralty
Charts, and others.

In making additions to the library, the chief aim has always been t<>

render the largest possible aid to the several departments of instrm

tion, and especially to make the professional collection equal to all

genc.ies. The library possesses a very large number of the most ap-

proved treatises on all naval subjects published here, in (livat Hritain,
or in Continental Europe. Every new publication of this sort. \vh.-ii >t

merit, is speedily added to the collection.

The total amount of money applied to the increase of the library is

estimated at $35,180.
In the summer of I860 a catalogue was printed and published, in-

dicating the possession, on the 30th of June of that year, of S.:> i^

volumes.
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

The library of this Department was begun in 1862, and consists chiefly

of public documents, but a small portion of it being general literature.

It is used only for reference by the employes of the Department. The
number of volumes is 6,000.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.

The library of the Interior Department was begun in 1S50. It has

been increased from year to year by means of the contingent fund. In

is; 1, l,oi>7 volumes were added. It is a library of miscellaneous litcia

tu re, and open to the employe's of the Department. The collection em-

braces many works of value and interest. The number of volume-

r,r>M). There is a printed catalogue of the library.

Since January, 1S7;~>, statistics of the circulation have been carefully

kept, and an abstract of the result will bo found elsewhere in this report

BUREAU OF EDUCATION.

The formation of this library was begun in 1S70. It contains about

.~),<iOO bound volumes, (-.insisting mainly of works relating to education,

and nearly 15,000 educational journals and pamphlets. The dej.

ments of American, State, and city reports on public education, and of

catalogues and reports of American colleges, school* of science, and
;

fcssional schools and, academies, are \ cry complete. The lil>i.n\ a!-.

possesses a large collection of reports of reformatoiy and charitable

institutions in which schools are maintained.

There are full sets of reports on education t> 1:11 and

Ireland, C.ermany. France, Austria. Ucluium. Holland. S\\ if /ei land.

Italy, Sweden and Nor\va\ , the Urili>h ( 'olonics. I'.i .1
-

I. .iml the \

gentine Republic; and pretty full, though not complete, set-* from l>
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mark, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Turkey, Russia, Egypt, Chili, Mexico,

Ecuador, and the United States of Colombia. Recently a large acquisi-

tion has been made of the catalogues and reports of American public

libraries, comprising some 500 of the former and 700 of the latter. The

library also contains probably the largest and best collection of current

American periodical literature relating to education to be found in the

United States, and regularly receives the more important foreign edu-

cational periodicals.

ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE.

The hospital possesses two libraries: the first, a smj.ll medical library

of 200 volumes for the use of the medical officers
;
the secoud, a general

library of 1,200 volumes for the use of the patients. Both were begun
at the opening of the hospital in 1855. About one-fourth of the patients

use the general library. The library is sustained partly by the General

Government and partly by contributions.

GENERAL LAND-OFFICE.

The library contains 500 volumes, composed entirely of law books

and documents relating to public lauds. Charts and maps of all the

surveys in the country may also be found in this library.

NATIONAL DEAF MUTE COLLEGE.

BY PROF. E. M. GALLAUDF.T, PH. D., LL.D.,

President qf the National Deaf-Mute College.

The nearness of the great libraries of the Government makes it

unnecessary for this library to emulate those of other colleges. About

1,200 volumes have been collected, on miscellaneous subjects, mainly
such as would be often consulted as books of reference by professors
and students.

The college has, however, recently secured a very important collection

of works relating to the instruction and treatment of the deaf and dumb,
surpassed in extent and value, it is believed, only by the library of the

brothers Guyot, eminent teachers of the deaf and dumb in Holland.

This collection was gathered by the late Charles Baker, Ph. D., who
was for the period of forty-five years head master of the Yorkshire

Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, at Doncaster, Euglaud. Dr. Baker
has for many years been recognized as one of the ablest teachers of

deaf-mutes in the world. He has published many educational works

of value, and was eminently successful in his management of one of the

most flourishing of the British institutions for deaf-mutes. In the course

of a life full of engrossing official labors, Dr. Baker found time to col-

lect more than COO volumes concerning the deaf and dumb. Among i

these are found works in Latin, Spanish, Italian, French, German, and

Dutch; besides very many in English. From the sixteenth century on

through the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth, these volumes
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were published ; among the earlier being found works of Jerome Car-

dan, Juan Pablo Bonet, John Bulwer, William Holder, John Wallis,
Kenelm Digby, George Sibscota, George Dalgarno, and John ( 'onrad

Amman.
Those who may be desirous of consulting the Baker Library, will

interested to know that in the annual report of the Columbia Institution

for the Deal' and Dumb, for the year ending June ::n, 1^7">, a romp:
list of titles may be found.

It is the purpose of the officers of the institution to publish hereafter

a full descriptive catalogue of the collection.

PATENT-OFFICE LIBRARY.

HV W. T. TAYLOR,

Librarian of the Patent-Office Library.

This library may be said to have been founded by the act of Congress of

March 3, 18,39, appropriating $1,000 from the patent fund for the pur-
chase of "

necessary books " for the use of the Patent < Mlice. Designed
as a collection for reference in the examination of applications for pat-

ents, in order to determine the question of novelty of invention. a-

quired by law, it has grown mainly in the direction of teehnologieal

publications, including full sets of many of the periodicals devoted to

special industrial arts, and all the more important treatises on machines

arts, processes, and products in the English, French, and German lan-

guages. Prominent among such works, the library contains a series

of the Knglish patents from their beginning, continuing to date,

numbering upwards of 2,(I(M) volumes, text and plates; a series of the

French patents, as published, numbering some ISO volumes of text, and

as many of plates ;
and others less voluminous, as the patents of I'.cl-

gium, Austria, Italy, etc. The library contains also a large number <>t

encyclopedias of every description, while the transactions of engineer-

ing and other societies, a few of the best reviews, scientific period:,

and works on science of a somewhat general character, have considera-

bly extended the scope as well as the si/.e of the collection.

It now contains about -">. <><>( volumes, and still adhering to its orig-

inal purpose is believed to preserve the character of the be.-! techn-

ical library in the country. It is a useful resort for the slrnh of the

applications (f science to art in every depart ment and in all kinds oi"

practical or utilitarian investigation. It labors under the great d:

Vantage Of Want of room, which restricts convenient display, and which

must very soon arrest either its growth or its a\ ailability u: \ ed

by some extension.

The books are freely open to consultat ion in the library hall i

persons, but can be taken out only by employes in tin- dis.-;

trieir otlicial duties. The library is largely used by inventors their at-

torneys, and all interested in patent business, as well a* by m<
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science in pursuit of special information. The number of persons using
it annually cannot be accurately stated, but must amount to several thou-

sand.

No special appropriations for the increase of the library have been

made for many years, but it has been sustained by the precarious sup-

ply derived from the general contingent fund of the Office.

In regard to the distribution of the published patents: By joint reso-

lution of January 11, 1871, 150 copies of the specifications and drawings
are authorized to be gratuitously supplied to the capitol of every State

and Territory freely open to the public, and to the clerk's office of the

district court of each judicial district of the United States. The Com-
missioner is further authorized to supply at cost a copy of the same to

any public library which will pay the expenses of transportation and

binding and preserve the volumes under proper custody for convenient

access to public inspection.

The Official Gazette is published and sold at the price of $0 per annum,
each member of Congress being entitled to one copy for himself and to

eight copies for distribution to public libraries only.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

Although a small collection of law books had been made in the Office

of the Attorney General as early as 1831, it may said that the library

of the Office owes its origin to the efforts of Mr. Caleb Gushing, who,
while Attorney-General, in 1833, made extensive additions of standard

treatises on American and foreign law. It has since steadily increased,

and now forms an excellent collection of American, English, and Span-
ish-American law books, including valuable works on Roman law. Con-

gress appropriates $3.000 yearly for the purchase of books. The library

numbers 12,000 volumes.

OFFICE OF SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY.

This library was begun in 1843 by the appropriation therefor of $250

by Congress. It consists almost wholly of law books and official docu-

ments for reference, and numbers 6,000 volumes.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

BY J. B. RTJSSELT,,
Librarian of the Department cf Agriculture.

The library of the Department of Agriculture contains about 7,000

volumes, and is annually increased by an appropriation of $1,500 by

Congress, and by the exchange of its annual and monthly reports with

various agricultural and philosophical societies in Europe. In the sub-

jects of agriculture and natural history, and their kindred branches of

botany, geology, entomology, aud chemistry, this library is undoubtedly

the most complete on the continent.
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The library contains nearly complete sets of the annual reports on

agriculture and geology of the different State boards of agriculture in

all the principal States for the last twenty years; also the transac-

tions of the Linnsean and Royal Societies of. London; Curtis and
Hooker's Journal of Botany, from 1787 to the present time

;
Sowei

English Botany, in 9 volumes; the splendid work of Ettingshauseu and

Pokauy, Der Naturselbstdruck, in 7 volumes folio, a present from the

Emperor of Austria; the reports of the chief agricultural and horti-

cultural societies of Europe and Australia, and the principal scientific

journals of Europe.
Of the annual reports of this Department 230,000 copies were printed

annually for ten years for distribution through members of Congress
and otherwise to agricultural societies; for 1872 and 1873, 125,000 copies

only. Of the monthly reports, respecting the prospect for the crops of

the current season, 25,000 copies are published and distributed through-

out this country and Europe.

SUMMARY.

The foregoing libraries of the General Government number, according

to the latest reports, in the aggregate, 656,070 volumes and 116,505

pamphlets ;
the latter but imperfectly reported.

Following will be found notices of libraries for the use of soldiers and

seamen, which are encouraged and aided by the General Government,
but are mainly supported by their beneficiaries and by the benevolence

of .societies and individuals.

LIBRARIES FOR SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.

SOLDIERS' HOME.

This library was begun in 1850, and contains 2,500 volumes. It re-

ceived some accessions from hospitals at the end of the war, in 1865,

but has been chiefly maintained from the soldiers' fund. Attached to

it is a reading room furnished with the leading newspapers and peri-

odicals.

LIBRARIES OF MILITARY POSTS.

By a wise provision of the Army Regulations, libraries have been in-

stitnted and are maintained at each military post. Some of these are

of very considerable value. Being purchased from savings accruing

from rations, and each company of a re^imi'iit owning a pro rat a share,

the library of a post is dispersed -as the com] > to different stations.

As tlio Army was suddenly increased in 1851, the attention of phi-

lanthropic men was newly awakened to the intellectual needs of the

soldier, and the United States Military Post Library Association, of

New York, was organi/ed in that your to supply reading for him

The aims of this association have met with a great degr. t BUC

The soldier on our most remote, frontier is now, through this agency.

regularly supplied with the best reading.

18 E
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The report of the association for tbe year 1875 presents the following

facts :

Number of books of history, travel, fiction, etc., forwarded to Army posts, 4,672 : num-

ber of religions papers to Army posts, 80,000 ;
secular papers to Army posts. l?-%i><iii

magazines, 9,875 ;
18mo publications of the association, 7,000 ; pampblets forwarded,

2,625 ;
number of literary commissions transacted for Army posts, officers, chaplains,

and soldiers, 2,750 ;
value of transportation furnished by United States Government.

!$2,500; value of books purchased for United States military posts, 2,900; value of

books donated to United States military posts, $2,000 ;
value of periodicals purchased

for United States military posts, $10,600 ;
value of periodicals donated to United States

military posts, $4,200.

Of our receipts during the year, about $15,000 have come from the Army itself, largely

from the reading associations of the enlisted meu.
* * * #

'

* * #

At the kind suggestion of Mr. William Libbey, of this city, a plan was matured dur-

ing the year, similar to the loan library system of the American Seamen's Friend So-

ciety, for the collection of about 75 volumes of special books, in a neat library case, to

meet the wants of such men ns were disposed to make use of them.

The books are of a very readable character, comprising some of the best works in our

language, and including selections from the best authors in prose and poetry. There

is a sufficient admixture of religious and temperance books; also, some works of his-

toiy, popular science, travel, fiction, etc., purely secular.

Mr. Libbey sent, in his own name, and paid for, the first ten of these libraries, at a

cost of $500. Twenty-two libraries have thus far been sent to various stations, and are

uow iu service.

Libraries are found at nearly every post and garrison, from the most

remote, at Sitka, in Alaska, to the oldest military post iu the United

States. The one first named, the only library in Alaska, contains about

600 volumes. The largest miscellaneous military library is that at Fort

Columbus, N. Y., which contains over 2,500 volumes
;
that at Willet's

Point, N. Y., has an aggregate of 2,300 volumes; that .at Fort Warren,

Mass., contains nearly 1;500 volumes
;
those at Fort Wayne, Detroit, and

at Omaha Barracks, Nebr., number about 1,200 volumes each.

Reports have been received from 78 garrison and regimental libra-

ries, which contain iu the aggregate 32,300 volumes. Of these libra-

ries, 36 contained from 300 to 2,556 volumes each.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY.

At the headquarters of the Army at Washington, D. C., there is a

library of considerable value, the formation of which was begun by
General Grant when General-in-Chief of the Army, and to which im

portau t 'additions have been made by General Sherman. It contains

1,300 volumes. The books have been selected with careful attention to

the purposes for which such a collection, is needed.

NATIONAL HOME FOR DISABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS.

The four branches of this Home, situated at Togus, Me., Hampton

Va., Dayton, Ohio, and Milwaukee, Wis., contain about 17,000 volumes,

mostly contributed by individuals. The expenses of administration are

paid from the general funds, from which, iu some instances, purchases ol

books have also been made. At the Milwaukee branch, a catalogue ol



Libraries of the General Government. 275

the library was prepared and printed in 1ST.
1

). At the central branch,

Dayton, a history of the home and of Guepin of Nantes have been

published by the Historical arid Monumental Society, the members of

which, 1,500 in number, are inmates of th'e Home. At the central

branch are two libraries, described by the chaplain as follows:

The Putnam Library was established July 4, ISfH, and contains 3,000 volumes, com-

prising history, biography, travels, and many valuable works on art
;
also a fine collec-

tion of books on architecture, ancient and modern, comp lete works of the best novel-

ists of America and foreign lands. The, library, though small, is one of the most select

and valuable anywhere to be found, and is entirely the gift of Mrs. Mary Lowell 1'ut-

nain. of Boston, Mass. This library is valued at $12,000.

Mrs. Putnam lias ;ilso presented about -200 paintings, chromos, lithographs, and other

pictures, which adorn the walls of the library hall.

The Thomas Library, which occupies thosimj hill, was established in October,

!*<)!>, and contains 5,100 volumes, principally made up of history, travels, biography,
and the better class of light literature; it is valued at $7,500. With very few except ions

these books have been given by the soldiers who serve 1 under Ma.j. Gen. Ccorge H.

Thomas, in whose honor the library is named. About two hundred of the best new *

papers of the land, secular and religious, come regularly to the reading room; also the

leading magazines and pictorials are regularly received.

The annual report of the secretary of the board of managers of the

Home for the year 1875, presents the following information:

The libraries of the several Homes have steadily increased, both in size and value,

daring the year. The central branch reports the largest increase, owing mainly to

the continued (houghtfulness of its kind patron, Mrs. Mary Lowell Putnam, of Huston.

'Ilie use made of these libraries is evidenced by the fact that ">",|-ji> voliinie> wen-

taken out and road during the past year, not including the hundreds of valuable works
of reference, etc., daily consulted, but which, by the rules, cannot be taken from the

library rooms.

The reading rooms, which are large, well furnished, and beautiful halls, are supplied
with all the leading newspapers and magazines of this country (mostly pn-sented by
the publishers) and some of (lie more, prominent onesof Kiiglaud, France, and (iermany.
The rooms air always crowded, both day and evening, and tin- papers read until they
are sometimes literally worn out in the handling. Tim following table will .show the

number of volumes in each library; the increase during the year: the niimbor of

papers and magazines received; and the number of books taken out and read at each

branch during the year:
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LIBRARIES ON NAVAL AND MERCHANT VESSELS.

The wants of our sailors as well as of our soldiers in respect to libra-

ries are also provided for, partly by Government, but mainly by volun-

tary effort. Each of the navy yards and several of the marine hos-

pitals have a library, the largest, that at the Brooklyn navy yard,

containing about 4,500 volumes. Seven libraries of this class reported
contain an aggregate of 11,506 volumes, the number ranging from

400 to 4,500 in each. Afloat, the sailor is also furnished with suitable

reading. The subjoined statement by Commodore Ammen, U. S. N.,

will indicate what is done in this way by the General Government
;

the interesting sketch of the operations of the American Seamen's

Friend Society of !New York, by Kev. H. H. McFarland, and the notice

of the work of the Pennsylvania Seamen's Friend Society of Philadel-

phia, will indicate what is done by those societies. The Protestant Epis-

copal Church Mission Society for Seamen, of New York, expends $500

annually for books which are donated to sailors and ships.

LIBRARIES ON SHIPS OF WAR.

Three thousand dollars are annually appropriated to purchase and

maintain ships' libraries.

All vessels of war in commission, about forty at this time, as well as

the different shore stations, eight in number, are furnished with libraries.

The number of volumes contained in ships' libraries varies with the

rate of the vessel, flag-ships having additional books. In general they
number as follows: For flag-ships, 124 volumes; second rate, 85; third

rate, 48
;
fourth rate, 30.

The books are all either professional or necessary adjuncts to enable

the commanding' and other officers to perform their duties intelligently.

Sailing directions, nautical and astronomical works, charts, and other

information necessary to the practical work of navigation, are not

included in the library.

Vessels of war of all sizes usually make an assessment on officers and

men, scaled on relative pay, and purchase the current literature of the

day, embracing, in large vessels, several hundred volumes, which are

issued and turned in, and, upon the expiration of the cruise, divided

among the subscribers.

LIBRARIES OF THE AMERICAN SEAMEN'S FRIEND SOCIETY.

BY REV. H. H. MCFARLAND.

It is impossible to determine the beginnings or trace the early results

of furnishing books, for use by their crews, to sea- going vessels in the

ports of the United States. Probably a few ship owners, from philan-

thropic or other motives, had long done this to some extent, but no sys-

tematic work had been attempted in this country until the year 1859,
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when the American Seamen's Friend Society began to place its loan
libraries for seamen upon American and provincial vessels sailing from
New York and Boston. It is a distinctive feature of this system that
the books are loaned, not given, to the crews, an I that pi ins are taken
to secure from some person in charge of each library, either upon th-

vessel's return to port or through prior correspondence, a record of its

reading and usefulness. Effort to secure this is in large measure suc-

cessful.

These libraries are put up in portable wooden cases, 20 by 13 inches
in size, consecutively numbered, at a total expense of $20 each the

funds being provided by voluntary contributions to the society's treasury
for this specific purpose, and contain, on the average, thirty-five vol-

umes, always including the Sacred Scriptures, unless it is ascertained by
inquiry that the vessel is already supplied therewith. Accompanying
the Scriptures are five or six carefully chosen religious books and a

selection of miscellaneous volumes.

Contributions for these libraries are received from Sabbath schools,

churches, and individuals from a wide area of country. The growtli
in this department of the society's operations has been continuous.

In 1859-'GO, 10 libraries were sent out; in 1874-'75, 454; a total to

May 1, 1875, of 5,233. Reshipments of these libraries to the same

date amount to 3,773, the books in all cases being inspected and

refitted before such reshipment. The number of volumes issued lias

been 228,25(5, and the number of seamen to whom they have been avail-

able, so far as known, is 212,726. They are placed upon vessels (mainly

upon sailing vessels) voyaging to all parts of the globe. The whole

number furnished to United States naval vessels and hospitals to M iy

1, 1ST."), is 810, containing 30,156 volumes; and the total number of men
on these vessels, to whom they have been accessible, is 96,102.

These books are now widely and earnestly sought for by seamen. 1 A

perienee enables the society to adapt its selections to their tastes and

requirements with judgment, and every year adds testimony that they

are carefully read and thoroughly appreciated.

It would be, dilliriill to overstate the results of this enterprise

from an educational, a reformatory, or a religious point of view. The
libraries are composed, for the most part, of books in the English lan-

guage, but visitation by the agents of the society, and the inclusion,

in each, of one or more books in < Irrman, Spanish, Swedish, French.

Italian, Danish, or other European tongues, secures some fitness in read

ing matter to the respective nationality of every crew. And among
certain classes of seamen, the whole tone of sailor life, has been im-

proved, as shown by the. lessening of profanity and intern eranee ; the

awakening and culture of a sense of manhood: as well as by the begin-

ning and growth of Christian faith. It will not be doubted, moreo\

that among these classes there has been a general elevation of the sjand

ard of discipline, with benefit to all interoted.
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Such results, though as yet partial, can only be comprehended by a

knowledge of the condition and surroundings of the common sailor in

the past. In the United States, as in other countries, these have been

such that the sailor, in maritime cities, has been dreaded by all other

classes like a pestilence. Habitually dissipated and often riotous when
on shore, abusing his physique to such a degree that a generation of

common seamen has ordinarily passed out of existence in each twelve

to fifteen years, it was the exception and not the rule, two generations
since, when one of them could read or write. Thus, with both mental

and moral powers unexercised, his position among his fellow men was,

practically, that of an outcast. Satisfying evidence affords ground
for belief that a change is taking place among these men, under the

force of enlightened Christian effort, and in it these loan libraries are

performing a most salutary and important part.

The interest felt in the society's work in other countries is shown by
the gift to it in 1874 of 300 in gold, ($1,626,) by the Countess of Ab-

erdeen, in Scotland. This sum was forwarded to send out and to keep
afloat, through the society, one hundred libraries in memory of her son,

George, sixth Earl of Aberdeen, for more than three years a sailor on

American vessels, and lost at sea, six days out from Boston, Mass.,

January 27, 1870, while first mate of the schooner Hera of that port.

PENNSYLVANIA SEAMEN'S FRIEND SOCIETY.

This society began its operations in the year 1861. Its work is akin

to that of the sister society of Xew York, but witli more reference, per-

haps, to the supplying of vessels entirely manned by foreign sailors. It

has, during the fifteen years of its existence, supplied sailors with more
than 50,000 volumes of suitable books. Many entire libraries in the

Danish, Swedish, French, Italian, Dutch, Portuguese, Spanish, German,
Norwegian, and Russian languages have been sent out. In addition to

this, ninety-four United States vessels, one naval asylum, and one naval

hospital have been furnished with libraries by the society.
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COPYRIGHT, DISTRIBUTION, EXCHANGES, AND DUTIES.

BY THE EDITOltS.

uKsi-KCTiXG COPYIUGHT3 DISTRIBUTION- OK PUBLIC DOCUMKXTS AT
HO.MK EXCHANGE WITH FOREIGN GOVKUN \fKX I S TlIK S\Il I !l- >N! \.\ MMKM nl

EXCHANGE LEGISLATION RESPECTING DUTIES ox BOOKS IMPORTED von PUBLIC

LEGISLATION RESPECTING COPYRIGHT.

The first formul acknowledgment of copyright by law in America
was an act of the State of Connecticut in January, 17S3, followed,

in March, 1783, by a law passed by Massachusetts for "securing t>

authors the exclusive right and benefit of publishing their literary pro-

ductions for twenty-one years." These were local acts, confined to State

limits. Tue Congress of the Confederation, May L'7, 1783, recommended

to the several States to secure to authors or publishers of iiew hooks

the copyright of such books for not les-s than fourteen >cars. Virginia,

in 17s.".. and New York, in 178C, passed laws securing exclusive rights

to authors.

These rights were, of course, limited to the State within which the

author resided. But when the Constitution which consolidated tin-

States into a nation came, to be formed, its framers incorporated into it

a c.ausc which forms the foundation of all the legislation of Congress
on the subject and of all exclusive rights to literary property. This

provision of the Constitution (art. I, sec. S) confers upon Congress the

power "to promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing
for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their

inventions and discoveries." The first legislation under this power wa
the act approved May 31, 1700, "An act for the encouragement of learn-

ing, by securing the copies oi maps, charts, and books to the authors

ami proprietors of such copies, dining the time theiein mentioned."

The act of May 31, 171)0, gave to the author (being a cili/eii of the

Ull.ted Stales) of any book, map, or eh.irt the sole right to print or .sell

his copyright \\oik lor the term of foniteeii \cai>. At the expiration
of that time, the author, or his heirs, mi-lit extend the n>p\ii;Jit four-

teen \ears longer. Certain conditions \\eie n<pnied tor seeming cop\

lights, and penalties attached to their infi ingemcnt .
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An act supplementary to this act to secure copyrights, approved April

29, 1802, extended the privilege of copyright to persons who should in-

vent, design, etch, etc., any historical print or prints. The penalties for

infringing on copyrights were increased, and persons professing to have

secured a legal copyright but failing to comply with the required terras

were subject to a fine of $100.

The foregoing acts were repealed February 3, 1831, and by the act

then passed the term of copyright was extended to twenty-eight years,

with the privilege of renewal for the further term of fourteen years, on

condition that the author, or his widow or children, should, within two

mouths from .the date of renewal, publish a copy of the record in one

or more newspapers for the space of four weeks. Information must

also be given of the copyright secured, by inserting in each copy of the

book, map, chart, etc., on the title-page or page following: "Entered

according to act of Congress," etc.

By act of August 10, 18 16, it was directed that the author of any

book, map, print, etc., for which a copyright was secured, should for-

ward, within three months after publication, one copy each to the libra-

rians of the Smithsonian Institution and Congressional Library, for the

use of said libraries.

By act of March 3, 183"), all book s, maps, charts, and other publica-

tions entered for cop yright and required to be deposited in the Library
of Congress and Smithsonian Institution, were allowed to be sent

through the mails free.

The act of August 18, 1856, gave to the proprietor of any dramatic

composition (copyrighted) the exclusive right to print or perform it

upon the stage during the whole period for which the copyright was ob-

tained ;
the penalty for violation to be, for the first performance, $100,

and for every subsequent performance, $50.

By act of February 38, 1SG1, appeals or writs of error are allowed

from decisions of circuit courts in copyright cases to the Supreme
Court of the United States, without regard to the amount in contro-

versy.

By act of March 3, 1805, photographs may be copyrighted upon the

same conditions aud to the- same extent as prints and engravings.

By act of July 8, 1870, all records and other things relating to copy-

rights, and required to be preserved by law, were placed under the con.

trol of the Librarian of Congress, to be kept aud preserved in the Con-

gressional Library, and the librarian is charged with the immediate care

aud supervision of copyright matter, and is required to perform all

acts and duties touching copyrights which had previously been in

charge of the clerks of the district courts of the United States. And
further, no person is entitled to a copyright, unless he shall, before

publication, deposit iu the mail or deliver to the Librarian of Congress
a printed copy of the title of the book or description of the article for

which he desires a copyright, aud within ten days of the publication
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thereof forward two copies of such copyright book or other article,

addressed to the Librarian of Congress ;
and a copy of every subsequent

edition wherein any substanti.il changes are m-ide. In default of such

deposit in the Library of Congress, said proprietor is liable to a penalty
of $25, to be collected by the Librarian of Congress in the name of the

United States.

No right of action for infringement of copyright can be maintained,
unless the author slnll have given notice, in the several copies of every
edition of his copyright, by inserting the words ' Entered according
to act of Congress," etc., or, at his option, the word "

Copyright," to-

gether with the year the copyright was entered, and the name of the

party by whom it was taken out.

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS.

In December, 1813, Congress ordered that a copy of the public jour-

nals and documents of that and every succeeding Congress should be

sent to each college, university, and historical society in the United

States
;
in 1814, the American Antiquarian Society, at Worcester, Mass.,

was added to the list
;
in 1817, one set of State Papers was directed to

be sent to each college and univers ity ;
in 1819, a copy of Seybert's Sta-

tistical Annals was to be sent to each university and college; in 1820,

a copy of the journal of proceedings of the Convention which formed

the Federal destitution was directed to be sent to each college and

university; in 1822, the returns of the fourth census were distributed

to the same institutions; in 1828, a copy of the secret journals of the

old C ongress, of Pitkiri's Statistics, and Seybert's Statistical Annals,

to cacti State library, and to one incorporated athena-uin in each State;

in IS.'.o, a copy of the Diplomatic Correspondence of the Revolution to

each institution and library before mentioned; in 1832, the returns of

the lil'tli census and compilation of congressional documents, as before

mentioned; in 1833, Van Zandt's Statistical Tables, nnd Documentary

History of the Revolution, were ordered distributed; in is:; I. similar

distribution of the diplomatic correspondence from 17s;> to 1781) was

made; in 1841, a Catalogue of the Library of Congress, and the returns

of the, sixtli census were distributed; in 1SH, maps and charts of i he-

Survey of the Coast of the United States, as b.-foiv mentioned, and to

foreign governments; in IS 1.1, the History of Oregon, California, and

other Pacific Territories, as hefoie mentioned ; in IS Hi. 1. it tic A. I'.rown'.H

edition of the Laws and Treaties of the 1'nitcd States, as before men-

tioned, and to each navy yard ; in ISI'J, the Oflieial Kegisier tor each

year to c.ich .State and Territory; in isn an 1 is:,o. a cop\ of the

port of the \Villvcs Imploring K ^edition to MC!I Stale and Teniton

then or thereafter to be organi/ed ; in is.lo, .-.no copies ( >l the Annals ,.|

Congivs's to literary institutions and public libraries ; in IS.M. the \\

of Alexander Hamilton and of.lohn Ad.ims. a cop\ t each Depai iment

library, library of each State and Territory, and one copy each to 1JO
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colleges and literary institutions designated by the Committee on Li-

brary; in 1831, a similar distribution of the works of Thomas Jeft'erson

was ordered, 300 copies to colleges and literary institutions.

In March, 1837, the Clerk of the House of Representatives was
directed to furnish such public library in the district of each Member
and Delegate as be may designate, with the following works, to wit:

Gales & Seaton's Register of Debates, Congressional Globe anjJ Appen-
dix, Public Land Laws, Instructions and Opinions, Elliott's Debates,

Diplomatic Correspondence, Opinions of the Attorneys-General, in five

volumes, Finance Reports, Gales & Seaton's Annals of Congress, John
Adams's Works, Jefferson's Works, Rickey's Constitution, and Mayo &
Moulton's Pension and Bounty Laud Laws.

In June, 1858, the compilation of congressional documents was ordered,
under the head of American State Papers, to be continued to March 4,

1859, . . . 700 copies to be placed in the Department of the Interior,

for distribution to public libraries in the several States and Territories.

IQ March, 1801, one set of the Works of John Adams and four sets of

the American State Papers were directed to be distributed to the insti-

tutions described by law, ou designation of the Members of Congress;
it was also ordered that, of the American State Papers, . . . one copy
be deposited and kept in the State and territorial library of each State

and Territory.

In February, 1SG6, the Joint Committee on Library was directed to

distribute copies of the Writings of James Madison, published by author-

ity of Congress, ... to libraries of the several States and Territories

of the Union, and to such colleges and public libraries as the Committee

on Library might designate.
In June, 186t>, the Secretary of the Interior was directed to distribute

the surplus copies of the American State Papers as follows: One copy
of each of the seventeen volumes to such public and college libraries as

the Joint Committee ou Library may designate.

In January, 1871, the Commissioner of Patents was directed to fur-

nish a complete set of the specifications and drawings of the Patent

Office to any public library which will pay for binding the same into vol-

umes, to correspond with those in the Patent-Office, and will provide

proper custody for the same, with convenient access to the public.

In February, 1871, the Secretary of the Interior was directed to dis-

tribute surplus public documents ou hand, to supply any loss or defi-

ciency there may happen to be iu ... State or territorial libraries.

In May, 1872, copies of plates of the Official Gazette, of Patent-Office

abstracts, of drawings of patents, etc., were directed to be sent, one

copy each, to eight such public libraries as each Senator, Member, and

Delegate of Congress shall designate.
In June, 1874, the Secretary of State was directed, at the close of

every session, to distribute pamphlet copies of the acts and resolves of

that Congress, and afterwards copies bound, as follows : To all the
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Department libraries, . . . Military Academy, Naval Academy, Brook-

lyn Naval Lyceum, Naval Institute at Charlestown, M.iss., ami Smith-
sonian Institution. In addition to the above, ten thousand pamphlet
copies are to be distributed among the States and Territories, in pro-

portion to the number of Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in

Congress to which they are at the time entitled.

There are 372 Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in the Forty-
fourth Congress. The number of institutions that have been design i

under the law to receive regularly the publicdocumenN is
L'_'!>, of which

111 are public libraries, 103 are those of colleges and academies, and
10 those of historical societies, as shown by the records of the Depart-
ment of the Interior. There should be, therefore, 143 additional deposi-
tories designated. Oue State and three Territories have each a greater
number of depositories than the aggregate number of'Senators, Repre-

sentatives, and Delegates. New Hampshire has an equal number;
Louisiana, with eight Senators and Representatives, 1ms bat one desig-

nated depository, namely, the State University at Baton Rouge.
In view of the fact that, so far as known, no library in the United

States, neither the Library of Congress, that of any State or Territory,

nor any other public library, contains a complete set of the public doc-

uments of the General Government, it may bo regarded as unfortunate

that the provisions of the law are not availed of to the fullest extent.

Fifty years hence it should not be as difficult for the student to find all

the public documents of the present as it is for an investigator to-day

to discover the records of a half century ago.

The following are the provisions of law at present regulating the dis-

tribution of public documents:

The Secretary of the Interior is charged with receiving, arranging, and safe keeping
for distribution, and of distributing to the persons entitled by law to receive the satin,

all printed journals of the two Houses of Congress, and all other books ami docu

incuts of every nature whatever, already*or hereafter directed by law U> be printed <>i

purchased for the use of the Joverninent, except such as are directed to be printed or

purchased for the particular use of Congress or of either House thereof, or for tho par-

ticular use of the Executive or of any of tho Departments, and any person whose duty
it sball be by law to deliver any of the same, shall deliver them at the rooms assigned

by the Secretary of the Interior therefor.

The publications received by tho Secretary of the Interior for distribution shall be

delivered out bnly on the written requisition of tho headn >i I icpaitmciils. Sci -petal-\ <>t

the Senate, ClerU of the House of Representatives, Librarian of Congress, and other

otliecrs and persons who are by law anthori/ed to receive the same, except where by
law tin- Secretary of the Interior is required, without siuih requisition, to ean-v- the

same to be sent ami delivered : anil in either of such c. is. -s it shall be tin- duty of tho

Secrctaiv of the Interior localise the same to be sent and delivered, the e\jwMM
thereof, except when otherwise directed, to bo charged on tho contingent fund of the

Department.
The topics ut' journals, books, and public documents which are or may be authoi

to be distributed to incorporated bodies, institutions, an.! asocial inn* within the Slate*

and Territories, shall In- distributed to such bodies as shall b, I to the Secre-

tary of the Interior by each of the Senators tiom the M-\ ci.] States respectively, ami

by the Kcpicscutativi s iu Congress from each congressional diMin-t, and l-\ tin- lK-lo-
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gate from each Territory. The distribution shall be made in such manner that the

quantity distributed to each congressional district and Territory shall be equal; except
that whenever the number of copies of any publication is insufficient to supply there-

with one institution, upon the designation of each member of the Senate and House

of Representatives, the copies at the disposal of the Secretary may be distributed to

such incorporated colleges, public libraries, athou aeums, literary and scientific insti-

tutions, boards of trade, or public associations, as he 'may select.

The selection of an institution to receive the documents ordered to be published or

procured at the first session of any Congress shall control the documents of the entire

Congress, unless another designation be made before any distribution has taken place

under the selection firsh made. Where the same work is printed by order both of the

Senate and House of Representatives, the duplicates may be sent to different institu-

tions, if so desired, by the member whose right it is to direct the distribution. And
the public documents to be distributed by the Secretary of the Interior shall be sent

to the institutions already designated, unless he shall be satisfied that any such insti-

tution is no longer a suitable depository of the same. Congressional journals and pub-

lic documents, authorized to be distributed to institutions on the designation of mem-
bers of Congress, shall be sent to such libraries and institutions only as shall signify a

willingness to pay the cost of their transportation.

So many copies of the public Journals of the Senate and of the H>use of Represent-
atives shall be transmitted by the Secretary of the Interior to the executives of the

several States and Territories as shall be sufficient to furnish one copy to each execu-

tive, one copy to each branch of every State and territorial legislature, one copy to

each university and college in each State, and one copy to the historical society incor-

porated, or which shall be incorporated, in each State. Fifty copies of the documents

ordered by Congress to be printed shall be used for the purpose of exchange in foreign

countries; the residue of the copies shall be deposited in the Library of the Uuited

States, subject to the future disposition of Congress.

Whenever there are in the custody of the Department of the Interior any sets

of the documents of any session.of Congress, or other documents or odd volumes, not

necessary to supply deficiencies or losses that may happen in the Library of Congress,

or in that of either of the Executive Departments, or in State or territorial libraries,

the" Secretary of the Interior shall distribute the same as equally as practicable to the

several Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in Congress for distribution to public

libraries and other literary institutions in their respective, districts.

All such books and documents, when received at the proper offices, libraries, and

other depositories, as provided by law, shall be kept there and not removed from such

places.
1

EXCHANGE WITH FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS.

By an act of July 20, 1840, the Librarian of Congress was authorized

to exchange duplicates in the library for other books or works
;
and in

the same manner to exchange documents. It was also ordered that

thereafter 50 additional copies of documents printed by order of either

house of Congress be printed and bound for the purpose of exchange
with foreign countries.

An act of March 4, 1846, directed the Librarian of Congress to pro-

cure a complete series of reports of the United States courts and of the

laws of the United States, and transmit them to the minister of justice

of France, in exchange for works of French law presented to the United

States Supreme Court.

June 26, 1848, the Joint Committee on the Library was authorized tc

Revised Statutes of the United States, lri73-'?4, pp.
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appoint agents for exchange of books and public documents. All books
transmitted through these agents of exchange, for use of the I'nited

States, for any single State, or for the Academy at West Point, or the

^rational Institute, to be. admitted free.

A resolution of June 30, 1848, ordered that the Joint Committee ou
the Library be furnished with 25 copies of the Revolutionary Archi\

25 copies of Little & Browu's edition of the Laws of the I'niu'd

States; 7 copies of the Exploring Expedition then published, and an

equal number of subsequent publications on the same subject, for the

purpose of international exchange.
A joint resolution of March 2, 1849, directed that two copies of certain

volumes of the Exploring Expedition be sent to the government of 1:

sia, in lieu of those which were lost at sea on their passage to that

country. The Secretary of State was also directed to present a copy ot

the Exploring Expedition, as soon as completed, to the government of

Ecuador.

By the act of August 31, 1852, the act of 1848 regulating exchanges
\vas repealed.

August 18, 185G, the Secretary of State was authorized to purchase
100 copies each of Audubon's Birds of America and (.Miadrupeds of

North America, for exchange with foreign governments for valuable

works.

March 2, 1867, it was ordered that 50 copies of all documents printed

by either house of Congress, or by any Department or Bureau of the

Government, be placed with the Joint Committee on the Library, to be

exchanged for foreign works, which shall be deposited in the Library of

Congress.
In each succeeding year an appropriation has been made for the pur-

pose of international exchange.

THE SMITHSONIAN SYSTEM OF EXCHANGES.

BY PROF. I II i: >i M:K GILL, M. !>., PH. D.

The want of some system of intercommunication between the socie-

ties of this and other countries had long been felt, on account of the

ditliciilty, as well as expense, attending the transmission of articles

between tliciii, and the scientific literature of neither was well rcpn
sented in any one place. The consequence was that di-coM-m^

lierahleil as new, and species of animals, plants, ami mineral!* desoHlHKi

as previously unknown, when in lad they had been treated of yean
before.

Attempts had been made from time to time to supply tho wnnt, and

notable was that of M. Alexandre Vaitemaiv. a I 'lenchiuan, who. about

twenty live \ears a -o, advocated a system of mteichailffo of publication*
and works generally between the ovei miient* ami public institution* of

Km ope ami America. Being adopted, the system was fora time and to
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some extent successful, but it did not meet all the difficulties. It, how-

ever, proved the feasibility of the task, and kept awake the desire to

have in active operation such an interchange. At this juncture, to sup-

ply the want thus experienced, the Smithsonian Institution offered its

services as a medium of exchange between the societies of America

and Europe.
Of course, the expense attending such an exchange must necessarily

be considerable, and the Institution voluntarily incurred this expense,
inasmuch as it thereby became instrumental in the increase and diffusion

of knowledge. This expense was chargeable (1) to hire for clerical and

laborers' work to be employed in the handling of the exchanges; (2) for

the remuneration of agents in the centres of the Old World from which

packages should be distributed to provincial parts; and (3) to carriers'

charges. The carriers' charges have been, however, greatly diminished

by the liberality of the several companies, and especially the great

steam lines. In time, almost all of the oceanic steamers, (those between

America and Europe, and those between the eastern and western ports

of the continent,) extended facilities for transportation, either for a

definite number of cubic feet of space or for an unlimited extent.

The system adopted by the Smithsonian Institution was begun early

in its history, and was in full activity as early as the year 1851; it

very soon became the chief means of communicatiou between the

learned societies of America and Europe, and other parts of the world.

It has gone through practically two phases of execution, one having

regard to completeness of invoice and the other to speediness of inter-

course.

In 1351: and succeeding years, circulars were issued to the different

societies and active scientific investigators in the United States offering

its services to them for the transmission of packages to Europe, and

advantage was taken of the offer by a large number.

The rules then adopted and since adhered to required (1) that all

parcels should be delivered free of cost to the Institutiou in Washing-
ton

; (2) that each one should be legibly addressed, and the name of

the donor be also indicated thereon
;
and (3) that a separate iuvoice

should be sent apart from the package.
The Smithsonian system, as finally perfected about 18GO, was organized

upon the following plan: The packages from America for Europe were

made up once or twice a year.
A room about 75 feet long and more than 30 feet in width, as early

as 1850, was devoted to the business connected with the exchanges.
This room was fitted up with bins, shelves, and boxes, a separate space

being allotted to each country and institution.

A special invoice blank was printed for each transmission. On one

side of this were printed the titles of the Smithsonian publications sent.

Blanks was left for the titles of the other works to be sent to the same

society, as well as for the address of the society, and on the other side
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was given a list of all the institutions an<l private individuals \vho
had given notice of their intention to send works to their foreign
correspondents. These blanks were duly filled up by the inser'imof
the additional articles to be sent on one side, and on the other by checks
made against the margins of the names of the societies and individuals

sending, and the number of packages sent by these societies and indi-

viduals. These invoices -were all numbered with a current series of
numbers corresponding with a numerical list of the societies in corre-

spondence, and their return requested as receipts or vouchers for the

articles sent.

A reasonable time before a shipment was to be made, the Amer-
ican correspondents were notified of the date, in order that they

might forward to Washington such articles as they desired sent abroad.

Upon request, lists of the societies in correspondence with the Institu-

tion, or of those engaged a,s specialists in various departments of

science, in the order of their importance, were forwarded to those

desiring to send, for their guidance in the selection of addres-.-.

The institution also assumed the burden and responsibility of receiving
in bulk editions of the works of its correspondents to be forwarded to

those institutions abroad where they would be most useful; always

Baking care, however, that the shipment should be in the name of the

person originally consigning, and that he should receive credit therefor.

For a few years, shipments have been made more frequently than

before, to avoid long and sometimes vexatious delays.

When the system was first adopted, three agents were appointed in

Europe to distribute the packages sent, viz, one each in England, France,

and Germany. As the system has been perfected, and. the sphere of

its operations widened, the number of agents has been increased, and

at present there is one or more in every principal country in Europe, and

in Australia.

As (lie result of the system of international exchange thus briefly

outlined, it need only be stated that both, or rather all, the continents

have been benefited to an extent which can be appreciated only through
a knowledge, of the conditions of scientific activity and the degree to

which original contributions to science are made to scientific societies, as

well as the difficulty of obtaining the publications of those sorietie-

eept through interchange. The number and dixersity of such institu-

tions may he dimly conceived when it is known that there are L'.iMK) out-

side of America which are in communication with the Smithsonian In-

stitution.

n.v the favor of foreign countries, as well as of the I'm'ted States,
the custom dues are remitted on all exchanges ma-le through the Institu-

tion. r,y the liberality of the numerous steamship lines, which gr.inf

free room for parcels thus forwarded, anothei large element of r\;>ens'

is eliminated. Thus many institutions in this and in foreign count-

which otherwise could no) a fiord the me ins of interchange, and could
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not overcome the difficulties which would intervene in direct communica-

tion, are beneficiaries of the system, and receive services which are not

only gratuitous, but in part paid for out of the funds of the Institution
;

the cost of the system being, of course, chargeable to every package
which passes through its agency.
The following tables, compiled from the annual reports of the Smith-

sonian Institution, will give the data respecting the exports of books,

&c., on its own behalf and that of others, to foreign institutions, (Tab'.u

A,) and the returns from them to American institutions, (Table B.) In

considering them, it must be recalled that tbe boxes are sent to several

agents, each box containing packages for several societies, etc., (given
under the heads " Addresses " and "

Packages.") Some of these pack-

ages contain, besides the exchange for the society itself, other pack-

ages for its members, etc.
5
hence the number of ultimately separable

packages is very considerable. The European agent sends his packages
as he receives them, and these may likewise severally contain a num-

ber of inclosures for different persons ;
much the smaller portion of these

are for the Smithsonian Institution. The figures indicating the deposits

iu the library will give some idea of the aggregate.

TABLE A. Packages sent to foreign countries

Tear.
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T.\ni,fc B. Packages received from foreign countries.

Tear.

Packages for

domestic
distribution.

K..r Smithsonian Library.
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will facilitate the work very greatly if the number corresponding to the several ad-

dresses in the Smithsonian printed catalogue
' be marked on the face of each parcel ;

and for this purpose a copy of the catalogue will be forwarded to all who apply for

it. Specimens of natural history will not be received for transmission unless with a

previous understanding as to their character and bulk.

8. l"n less all these conditions are complied with, the parcels will not be- forwarded

from the Institution; and, on the failure to comply with the first and second condition-,

will be returned to the sender for correction.

LEGISLATION RESPECTING DUTIES ON BOOKS IMPORTED FOR PUBLIC
USE.

By act of July 4, 1789, a duty of 5 per cent, was imposed upon all

imported books, maps, charts, and philosophical instruments, in common
with nearly all other imported articles.

August 10, 1790, books owned by persons coming to reside in the

United States and philosophical apparatus especially imported for a

seminary of learning were exempted from duty. .

April 27, 1816, all books, maps, charts, philosophical apparatus, statu-

ary, paintings, drawings, etc., imported for literary purposes or for any

seminary of learning, were declared free of duty.

The act of May 22, 1824, imposed a duty on all books printed previous
to 1775

;
also on all books printed in other languages than English, four

cents per volume, except those printed in Latin and Greek, on which the

duty was fixed at 15 cents per pound when bound, and 13 cents when
unbound. On all other books, when bound, the duty was fixed at 3 )

cents per pound ;
when in sheets or boards, 23 cents per pound.

The act of May 19, 1823, provided fi.it the duty on imported Greek

and Latin books, printed previous to 1775, should not be more than four

cents per volume.

September 11, 184L, all books, maps, charts, philosophical apparatus,

statues, engravings, paintings, drawings, specimens of natural history,

etc., imported for the use of the United States, or by order and for use

of any institution of learning, were declared exempt from duty.

The act of August 30, 1842, imposed a duty on all imported books

printed in the English language, when bound, 3D cents per poun 1
;
in

sheets or boards, 20 cents per pound: Provided, that if any such book

had bee'n printed or published abroad more than one year and not re-

published in this country, or hail b^e.i printed and published abroad

more than five years before such inv> > -t itioa, the duty should be one-

half the above rates. On books printed in other languages than English
the duties were fixed as follows : On loks printed in Latin and Greek,

when bound, 15 cents per pound; unbound, 13 cents per pound ;
books*

printed in Hebrew, when bound, 10 cents per pound; unbound, eight cent

per pound ;
books printed in all other foreign languages, wh^n bound o

in boards, five cents per volume; when in sheets or pamphlets, 15 cent

per pound. The editions of works in the Litin, Greek, Hebrew, or En

glish languages which were printed forty ye-ir.s prior to the date

Miscellaneous Collections, No. v!
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importation, to pay a duty of five cents per volume; all reports of I<

lative committees appointed under foreign governments, live cents per
volume; polyglots, lexicons, and dictionaries, five cents per p mn 1 :

books of engravings, bound or unbound, and rnip-iand charts. L', pel-

cent, ad valorem. Nevertheless books, apparatus, p iinting>. etc., im-

ported in good faith for literary purposes and f.tr lisa of institu:ious of

learning, should be admitted free.

July 30, 1<S4<, a duty of 10 per cent, ad valorem was imposed on im-

ported books, magazines, pamphlets, newspapers, etc., bound or unbound,
and upon maps and charts.

The. act of March 29, LS4S, remitted all duties upon books, maps, and

Charts, imported by authority of the Joint Library Committee of Con-

gress for use of Congressional Library.
June i''i, IStS, it was enacted that all books transmitted throagh the

:its of exchange for the use of ths Government of the Unite.)

or of any government of a State, or of its legislature, or of any dep irt-

meur of the Government of the United States or of a State, or of the

Academy at \Vest Point, or of the National Institute, shall be ad nitted

<liit\ tree. .

August I'-J, ISiS, it was ordered that thereafter all books, maps and

charts, apparatus, etc., imported in good faith for use of colleges, schools,
or literary societies, should be free of duty.
The act of January UiJ, 184!), provided that after June, 1SI!, all

books, maps, charts, mathematical and nautical instruments, and philo-

sophical apparatus, imported for use of the United States, should le free

of duty.

June .'W, ISlil, the duty on imported books, periodicals, pamphlets,
blank books, bound or unbound, and all printed matter, engravi.

illustrated It n>'\s and papers, and maps and charts, was lixe.l at _'"> p -i

<-cnt. ad valorem; and the duty on philosophical app iratus and instru-

ments imported for the use of any institution of learning at 1

~

p -r cent

ad \ alorem.

The act of July 1 1, 1S70, still in force, exempts Iron duty all imported
books which have been printed and manufactured more than i\vent\

us.

June ."., 1ST.!, it was enacted that, on and alter August 1. 1 -i7-', tin-

following imported articles shall be exempt from duly, \ ;/ : \'<

which shall have been printed more than t \veiity years from the date i

importation; books, maps, and charts imported hy aath >rit\ lor tin-

use of the I'niled States or tor the Library of <".;; . m i|'-.

in. 1 charts specially imp.irted (not more than t\v. copies m
invoice) in go >,l faith for the use of any society, literary or rehgi ms. 01

by order of any college, school, or seminary of learning in the 1'nited

professional books, tln^ property of persons arriving in the

Tinted States: books, or libraries, or par! s of libraries in n^ .: pel
-

It or families from foreign countries, if used abroad by theai not

than one year, and not intended for other per>on-. nor for sale.



CHAPTER XII.

STATE AND TERRITORIAL LIBRARIES.

BY IIEXRY A. HOMES, J,L,. D.,
Librarian Xew York State Library.

ORIGIN AND EARLY HISTORY GROWTH STATR GRANTS All* IIY GKXERAL GOVEHX-

MKNT EXCHANGES PRESENT NUMBER AND CONDITION AIMS.

The existence of libraries at the seats of government in ancient and

modern times, is a fact so common as to indicate that there are reasons

permanently operating which lead to their establishment. Beginning
with the libraries of the kings of Assyria, carved on stone or clay, or

of the Ptolemies at Alexandria, written on papyrus or parchment, we

may trace government libraries forward through Constantinople and

Home, till we find them flourishing as one of the chief glories of the

capitals of modern Europe.

The example ofthe Old World conld not be rapidly followed in the New.

lu America, under the administration of foreign governors, ruling over

colonies in the spirit of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, there

was little to favor the growth of libraries in connection with the govern-
ment. In the British North American colonies, it was not till after the

Involution, and more than thirty years after the formation of the Constitu-

tion of the United States, that any general tendency was manifested to

establish libraries as a constituent part of the State system. There

were, indeed, in the older States collections of the laws and legislative

proceedings of the State, preserved in one or two legislative libraries, for

which librarians were chosen each session, and intended solely for the

u >e of the members of the legislature. There were, moreover, in the

ntlices of the governors and of the heads of departments, books pur-

chased on account of temporary official necessities, or which had been

presented by sister States or foreign governments or individuals, which,

having accumulated, waited for some special care to be exercised to

render them available for public use.

These collections became most naturally the foundation upon which

>rganize State libraries
; yet other causes to which we shall presently

r operated to give a definite impulse to the measure. As to the fact

that such collections existed, the records of Pennsylvania show that there

was a library at its capital as early as 1777, and resolutions respecting
it were passed in 1781. New Hampshire also has claims to the posses-

of one before the Revolution. Probably when the records of the

998
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older States come to be examined with this point in view, each of them
will be able to supply documentary evidence of the early existence of such

collections, which were occasionally referred to as the library of the State.

That of Pennsylvania was not formally established till 181 G, when three

libraries at the state-house were by a law incorporated into one
;
nor was

the library ofNew Hampshire organized till L8L8. Tennessee, a compara-

tively new State, is reported to have had a library of 8,0(/0.volumes at

its capital, without any evidence to show that it had been created by
law

;
for it was not till 1854 that its legislature voted to establish a State

library. Vermont, in providing for a librarian in 1825, required him to

take charge of all the books and documents then existing in the state-

house. These instances are sufficient to illustrate the fact of the accu-

mulations of books at the capitals previous to the definite organization
of the State library.

The most noticeable of the causes which led to their formation was

a resolution of the State of Massachusetts in 1811, requesting its secre-

tary of state to correspond with the proper officer of the several States

for the purpose of securing an annual exchange of statutes for the use

of the executive and legislative departments and to offer three sets to

each of the States that should agree to forward their statutes in return.

The proposition was favorably received, and then commenced the sys-

tem of exchanges now existing between the States which created the

foundations of State libraries. Yet it was not till 1826 that even

31 assachusetts established a State library
u for the use of the legisla-

ture;" the act required the collection from the public offices into one

place, and .the purchase of " such books, maps, and charts, works of

science and the arts as may tend to illustrate the resources and means
of internal improvement of the Commonwealth or of the United States/'

The plan of Massachusetts was forwarded, and i further impetus given

by a law of Congress of December 27, 1813, ordering one copy of each

of the journals and documents of Congress to be given to the executive

department of each State.

South Carolina had a legislative library in 1814. New York estab-

lished a library in 1818, declaring that its object was to found " a pub-
lic library for the use of the government and of the people of the

State," and it has since that time continued annually to make

appropriations for its enlargement. Ohio owed the creation of its

library, in the same year with that of New York, to the action of

(Jovernor Worthington, who purchased, in 1817, in Philadelphia, witli

the money of the contingent fund, a large; number of books, and on his

recommendation, the next legislature organi/ed a library. The period

from 1816 to 181J) included the organization of live State libraries, in

Illinois, New Hampshire, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, the whole

n umber of States being twenty-two. I Jet ween 1 Si' land 1,SL
>(

., seven libra-

lies were created, in Indiana, Massachusetts, Maryland, Missouri, New

.Jersey, Vermont, and Virginia, with twenty-four States in the Uniou

From 1836 to 1840, eight State libraries were established.
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No period has been so remarkable for the increase of State libraries,

and of the- number of books in them, as that of the last twenty-five

years. During this time, one State after another has adopted the poli-

cy, until at the present moment there is such a library in every State and

Territory. The Territories organized within the last thirty years have

been provided on their organization with such libraries. Congress ap-

propriated $.3,000 in 1S36, for the purchase of a library for Wisconsin Ter-

ritory
u for the use of the legislature and the supreme court." The Terri-

tory of Oregon had an appropriation from Congress in 184S, of like

amount, for the same purpose. In 1850 New Mexico received an appro-

priation of $.3,000, and in 1854 $300 additional, for her territorial library ;

which in 1853 numbered about 2,000 volumes, comprising the standard

text books on the various branches of common and civil law and equity,

the reports of the United States and the State courts and the codes of the

several States and Territories, besides a number of congressional docu-

ments. The library then contained the manuscript records of the Terri-

tory, dating back more than three hundred years. This collection of

records is probably the oldest in the United States. 1 Indeed it came to

be the rule to appropriate in the act organizing a territorial government
funds for the purchase of a library. It was a recognition by the most

enlightened body in the nation of the value and necessity of a library

for the welfare of new communities, that they might be developed and
sustained under wise laws.

With the accumulation of books at the capitols and state-bouses, as

the result of their interchanges of statutes and the journals of the leg-

islatures, the necessity of a library organization for their control was
still further impressed upon the minds of the legislators by the resolu-

tions of South Carolina in 1844, which were communicated to the States,

proposing an additional exchange, that of the reports of the judicial
decisions of each State. The proposition has been accepted by all the

States.

Among the causes operating to stimulate the development of State

libraries, the disinterested and zealous, exertions of Alexandra Vatte-

mare, of France, should not be overlooked. His addresses and appeals,
made personally to the legislatures of many of the States, in favor of

international exchanges of State publications and duplicate works with

the states ;vnd cities of Europe, awakened a hopeful readiness to carry
out his >peri:il plans, and stimulated measures for the increase of State

libraries. Washington Irving declared the scheme to be "worthy of

the civilization of the age," especially on account of its tendency to ger-
minate libraries promptly and without loss. Sixteen States accepted
the obligations and expenses of this system of international exchanges,
in a greater or less degree. The management was conducted at Paris,

by M. Vattemare, until his death, which occurred in 18G4.

1 El Gringo; or, New Mexicoandbar Pttopte. By \Y. H. d. Davis. New York: Har-

per Bros..
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The plan did not continue to be sustained, during the whole of this

period, by all of those States that engaged in it, some of them soon de-

clining to contribute annually to the necessary expenses. This aban-
donment was not merely because the classes of books received were

chiefly in foreign languages, but because that, irrespective of their value,
it cost more to bind them than the whole sum the legislature was dis-

posed to allow annually for the increase of their libraries. Yet, as e.irly

as 1856, M. Vattemare had sent from France alone 100,000 volumes,
besides those which he had secured from other states of Europe; and
had received in return 80,000 volumes from this country. The exchanges
carried on by M. Vattemare operated in many ways to develop and

vivify intellectual and sympathetic relations between the people of the

Old and New World. Since his death, the system has bean pursued on a
more efficient and practical basis by the Smithsonian Institution, which,
through its various agencies abroad, is very successfully facilitating

exchanges, not only between States, but between societies and individ-

uals.

In these remarks on the origin of our State libraries, it has not been
an object to give the history of all or of any one of them. The casual

notice of particular libraries has been simply for the purpose of illustra-

ting the general facts which appertain to the origin of all of them. The
materials are accumulating in the reports of the libraries of each State,

which will require, ultimately, to be embodied in a general history. Nor
has there been occasion to speak of the origin of the National Library,
the Library of Congress, with its 300,000 volumes. Its aims and scope
are the same, but on" a larger and more comprehensive scale, in propor-
tion as its means are larger. Its rapid development is most gratifying
to our hopes and pride.

CONDITION.

Having spoken of the origin of our State libraries, we proceed to a

general brief statement of their character and condition.

The annual increase of books in the libraries is from purchases, ex-

changes, and gifts. The funds for purchases are chietiy from the an-

nual appropriations made by the legislatures of the several States.

There is a tendency to a moderate increase in the amount of these ap-

propriations. In four or five of the larger States it may average from

*1,.~>00 to $1,000 a year, while in the greater number the average would

not he over >>.">00. In California the annual receipts from the State are

about $7,030; a fee of $5 is taxed upon each commission issued by the

governor, and $5 is deducted from th compensation of each member
of the legislature and paid into the library fund. In Nevada, the library

fund is derived in part from fees paid in the public ollices and from

licenses to attorneys to practice. In some of the States a portion of

the fund comes from the sale of volumes of the statutes and law

reports.

Tho increase from exchanges consists of the oflieial publications of the
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United States and of the forty-six States and Territories with each other.

The provinces of the Dominion of Canada enter in to the sy:si em of exchange
with some of the States in a liberal spirit. These exchanges add several

hundred volumes each year, although all of the States are not equally uni-

form in sustaining the system. Massachusetts, New York, and IVnn-

syl vania report that they have exchanges with all the .States and Terri-

tories. It is the custom of some States to place at the disposal of the

authorities of the library an additional number of copies of its publica-

tions, for exchanges with societies and individuals at home and abroad.

The increase from gifts, irrespective of exchanges, has not as yet been

large from any one person, but the aggregate of the donations annually

made by the citizens is considerable. It averaged for the last four

years for the State of New York 250 volumes a year, exclusive of pam-

phlets and gifts from societies.

Th e proportion of the library funds devoted to purchases for the law

departments is in most of the States from one-quarter to one-half of the

whole amount ;
of course varying in successive years according to cir-

cumstances. The proportion of books in the law departments is from

one sixth to two-thirds of the whole number. When State documents

are included in the count with the law books, it of course swells the

number in that department, and in the same measure reduces the num-

ber counted in the general library. In some States the law library is

recognized as a branch of the State library, and has its separate apart-

ment. In Texas and Indiana the law library is the library of the su.

prome court. The proportion of books of law to those of all other

classes is gradually changing, and the libraries are becoming more com-

prehensive in their character with time and the increase of the States

in wealth and population. It was uatu rally one of the first objects of a

State library to provide works of reference on la w. as the court rooms

of the highest courts in the State are at the capitols, and both the judges
and the advocates being separated from their own libraries derive the

greatest advantage from them. In Wisconsin and Iowa the purchases
of books are almost entirely for the law libraries, but the legislatures at

the same time make liberal annual appropriations to the State histori-

cal societies for the purchase of books of a general character. In this

way the library of the Historical Society of Wisconsin has already
reached 00,000 volumes, including pamphlets.
The general department of the State libraries iuclud es for the smaller

libraries eliiefly State papers, with the most necessary encyclopedias,
and works of reference on statistics, political economy, and history, for

the use of the legislature, a minimum portion of modern light literature,
and incidental additions of a miscellaneous character. The larger li-

braiies employ their larger appropriations in the purchase of books
from a wider range, aiming not to supply the direct needs of the legis-

lator only, but to respond to the requirements and tastes of a culti-

vated people, looking forward to such measure of completeness in every
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department as the means at their disposal may allow. An opinion of

the character of one library is expressed in a report from its librarian,

iu which he u
congratulates the legislature on the number of works

to be found iu the library adapted to the wants of the agriculturist, the

merchant, the banker, and the statesman." Another report says,
" The

library is specially designed to contain books on legislation, government,

politics, history, statistics, and political economy." A third report ob-

serves, "A glance over the purchases will show that the mechanic's and

engineer's call can now be gratified."

Notwithstanding the laws establishing State libraries declare that

they are for books, manuscripts, and maps, the libraries are most of

them too young to have collected largely of the two last named arti-

cles. Thelargest collections of manuscripts are in the oldest libraries,

as might be expected. Many libraries do not report any manuscripts.
Where they do exist iu the libraries, there is abundant evidence that

they are constantly contributing materials for personal and town history.

Stalje libraries are in some cases also the museums of natural hist >iy

of the State, and contain the manufactures, dresses, and antiquities of

the aborigines. Others posses^ portraits and busts of distinguished

citizens, with coins and medals.

Each State library is emphatically a reference library, and not for the

circulation of the books. Exception is uniformly made iu favor of the

heads of departments, the judges of the highest courts, and of the

members of the legislature during the sessions, who are allowed to draw

books under special regulations. In some States, other classes, as the

superintendents of public institutions, the officers of
(
the legislature,

and the like, are allowed to draw books. Books which are important on

account of their being in frequent demand or of their rarity are not

permitted to be taken from the capitol by any person. The use made
of the libraries is at present greatest during the sessions of the legisla-

ture and the terms of the courts. But such is the pressure of business

during the legislative sessions, that few can find time for researches

connected with general principles, and members are obliged to limit

themselves too frequently to such facts as they can gather from statis-

tics and State documents. Information to be derived from State, county,
and town maps and charts is in demand at all times.

State libraries are free to all persons without exception, who have

the privilege of reading any book for which they may inquire. \Vlien

situated in large cities, they are much frequented by the residents and

the students of educational institutions, especially if there is no other

public library. The public have not the right in the New York State

law library to occupy the tables appropriated to the members of t he-

bar. The libraries are open every day, except on holidays, during the

sessions of the legislature, from !> in the moining till late in the alter-

uoon. Most of them are iu the same manner open during the whole of

the ,\ear, a,t least during a part of the day. The facilities for reading
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in the British Museum are generally commended, yet any person de-

siring to read there must apply in writing to the principal librarian,

specifying his "description" and place of abode, and accompany his

letter with a written recommendation from some other person. There-

upon he receives a ticket, giving him the privilege for six months. Under

suoh restrictions the room has its hundred thousand of readers in a year.

With us there are no restrictions to repulse any person decently clad

and of good behavior from using a State library.

At their first organization, State libraries were frequently left under

the control of an existing State officer, as the governor or the secretary of

state. The direction and control are now usually assigned to a number

of persons, designated as commissioners or trustees, who are either cer-

tain State officers, with the librarian, as in Pennsylvania, or are chosen

or appointed to the office, and are to remain till their successors are

appointed, or are gradually changed after a term of several years' service.

In California the supervising board was composed of the judges of the

supreme court, with the governor. In New York the regents of the

university are the trustees. The changes in the method of administra-

tion, as the libraries grew in value and importance, have always been

for the purpose of securing a steady, watchful, and permanent control

of its interests. The librarians are either appointed by the governor or

the trustees, or are chosen by the legislature for a term of years. In

Massachusetts, while there is a board of trustees, the secretary of the

board of education is librarian.

Annual reports are made to the legislature, either by the commis-

sioners, trustees, or librarians, regarding the condition of the library,

its income, expenditure, and progress. The salaries of librarians and
other expenses of the library are provided for by appropriations, addi-

tional to those made for the purchase of books. The librarians in at

least five of the States are women in Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Michi-

gan, and Tennessee. The purchases of books, as reported by twelve

libraries are represented as being made in six of them by the librarian
1 and in the other six by the trustees. Yet the same statistics do not

define who makes the selection of the books or the decision upon the

selection.

The measure of care taken for the safe- keeping of the books is an

important element as regards all libraries. Oar State libraries are, as
we have observe;!, reference libraries, anil the privilege of drawing
some classes of books is limited to a small number of persons; but in

is.">s Oaio was extending the privilege to clerks both of the legislature
and tin- departments, to ex-officers of State, the officers of its public
institutions at a distance from the capital, and to others. Colorado has
a similar provision for books to be taken to remote counties and retained

for six weeks. Wisconsin once extended the privilege to attorneys.

Many of the libraries, after suffering greatly from the loss of books in

the periods when the application of the rules or the rules themselves
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were lax, bave assumed a necessary stringency, for the purpose of pro-

tecting the property of the State and securing the greatest degree of

usefulness from the library. The librarian of Minnesota reported, in

1860, that out of a large number of volumes which had been regarded
as lost, two hundred of them had beeu recovered in a single year by
faithful exertions. They had disappeared under the "order system

"

chiefly'. The librarian's report for Pennsylvania for 1873 refers to a

time when the library suffered from that "order system which was in

vogue for a few years, and which of itself would deplete any library in

this or any other community." The " order system
" referred to is a

custom which not unnaturally springs up in the use of a library, though
it may not be provided for in the regulations, by which those who enjoy
the exceptional privilege of drawing books give an order to a friend or

an acquaintance tadraw a book in their name or on their responsibility.

On account of frequent loss of books from this usage, Pennsylvania has

prohibited the acceptance of such orders by the librarian. Tennessee
,

for the same "reason, in 1871 forbade the librarian to receive any orders

for books to be taken out by others than those legally authorized.

In 1857, the commissioner of the Vermont library having reported
an "immensely large list of missing volumes,'

7 the legislature imme-

diately placed the library undor the control of trust ees, and in fourteen

years the library had trebled in size. Ohio specifically declares in her

laws that whoever, being a privileged person, gives an order to any
other person not having such privilege, shall forfeit all right to take

books from the library.

The number of volumes in all the State and territorial libraries,

not including pamphlets, according to the latest returns, is 833,210.

Within twenty-five years the number has nearly quadrupled. In

the same period in Europe the ten principal libraries have doubled

their number of volumes, an increase still greater than in our own
libraries if we consider their great size at the beginning of the

period. The interest taken in these institutions in our own as well as

in foreign lands is illustrative at the same time of the intellectual activ-

ity and the material enterprise of the age. If the number of volumes

had simply been doubled instead of being quadrupled in twenty-five

years, it would have ..still constituted a very gratifying increase. Con-

sidering how recently they became States, the readiness of some of the

Western States to build up strong libraries surpasses the zeal of others

at the East.

The libraries are very unequal in size, beginning with the thousand

volumes of the library of a newly organized Territory, till we reach one

of ur>,OW) that of the State of New York. Ten of the whole number

have over 3(),OUU volumes each. The size of the library depends in part

upon the length of time it has been organized, in part upon the popula-

tion and wealth of the State, and in part upon the vicinity of other

large libraries. It is. especially worthy of notice that only four of the
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State libraries are in cities having a population of over fifty thousand,

according to the census of 1870. Of the forty-six State and territorial

libraries, therefore, it follows that forty-two of them arc in rela-

tively small cities. Yet as the State capitals are the most central

towns of the State for facility of access to the citi/ens, and

are the towns most frequently visited by them for purp.

of business, institutions of the character which State libraries should

aspire to become, can nowhere else be more properly established for

their highest utility and security. At the centres of population in the

great cities, large and rapidly increasing libraries are already estab-

lished. Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Washington, at the East .

rival each other in their libraries of reference; while Chicago, Cincin-

nati, St. Louis, and San Francisco at the West, give promise of a

worthy competition. But their enlargement from the outset is in be-

half of all the wants possible to the human mind, and they have not the

special aims of a State library; while as our capitals are destined with

the lapse of years to become large centres of population, like the capi-

tals of Europe, they have the same motives to be also comprehensive
in their additions to their libraries as have the cities we have mentioned.

Where the capitol is in a city already possessing large libraries, it is

feasible to build up its State library in directions suited to its more spe-

cific aims. The Massachusetts State library, having already in the vi-

cinity of its state-house libraries containing an aggregate of about

8UO,(XM) volumes, may "wisely leave the purchase of books on science,

art, and literature, to those libraries, and limit its own purchases to State

history, political economy, and legislation, and thus avoid duplicating
the works already collected in those libraries. But where the popula-
tion is one which has lately settled, and there is no other library of ref-

erence within the State, there is no limit to the branches of knowledge
from which books may be selected, except the want of funds with which

to purchase, or the decision of the authorities.

When we reflect upon the late rapid development of the State libra--

ries, the character of the books collected, and the interest with' which

they are cherished by the people, their condition is one of great encour-

agement. The deficiencies in the largest of them in every branch of

knowledge are recognized by their friends, and they only wait for op-

portunities to fill them up. And if in any of the older States there is

a backwardness to appreciate their claims and their importance, the

ar.lor manifested by the younger members of the family of States to

build up the State library will not be without its effect to stimulate

ihem to similar enterprise.
AIMS.

After this brief view of the origin and condition of our State libraries,
it remains to consider in the remaining observations their aims, com-

bining some practical reflections on their administration and enlarge-
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meut. There may be nothing in these remarks which has not been ex-

pressed on different occasions by the officers>of State libraries, yet there

certainly will be ah advantage in grouping these views together.

Our State libraries come into view first in order of time prominently
as libraries of the statutes, journals of the legislatures, and State docu-

ments. As regards the aim of a State library in this branch of its col-

lections, it cannot fail to be remembered that these libraries are the only

places in each State where it can be supposed that an untiring assiduity
will be exercised to secure complete sets of all the publications of the

State, and, as far as possible, of the several States. In the apartments
called the senate and assembly libraries of s uch States as retain them,

only the sta tutes of the State and the later journals and documents of

the legislatures are preserved. It is impossible to keep the sets com-

plete under a system where the librarian is chosen solely for the actual

session 'of the legislature, and has hardly time to become acquainted
with his library, or to learn that a deficiency exists, except from inqui-

ries made after an absent volume. It requires the most watchful exer-

tions to make the sets of State publications tolerably complete. Jt has

been affirmed that there is not a State in the Union, unless it may be a

State lately admitted, which is in possession of a complete set of its own

publications. In 1858 Ohio did not possess one, and Vermont did not

in 1871. Massachusetts reports that some of the papers known to have

been printed by the State are hopelessly lost.

No libraries except State libraries will collect with any perseverance
the documents of the other States. In view, therefore, of the frequency,
even within the short period of our nation al existence, of the destruction

of libraries by fire, and in view of the occasional calam ity of war, it is

under a system of exchanges existing between States, more surely than

in any other way, that each State has a chance for the complete preser-

vation of its official history d uring a succession of centuries. Although
forty-six States and Territories may be co-operating simultaneously in

preserving the same documents of each State, the accidents of time will

continually be reducing the number of sets existing ;
and how few corn-

plete sets, if any, would remain at the end of three hundred years!

Frequently only unique copies are found to exist of works which

three centuries since were printed to the extent of thousands of copies.

Of ninety-six of the works printed by Caxton four hundred years since,

thirty-five of the extant copies are unique. How many of these.laws

and debates at the end of a similar period would be extant to testify to

the facts of the history of each State .'

A State library will, of course, make it one of its special aims to col-

lect works on American history in general just so far as the means at

its disposal will admit. I5ut of all the purposes for which it exists,

none responds so directly to the wants of the largest number of the

citi/.ens of a State as to aim to collect all the materials accessible to

illustrate the history of the State, its counties, its to ns, and its citi-
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S, The authorities of the library will therefore be attentive (n

cure ;ill local histories ano* biographies, manuscript collections of the

papers of its eminent ritixens, the official proceedings of all counties

and towns, reports of all societies, charitable, commercial, manufactur-

ing, military, and secret, and as many of the newspapers printed in the

State as can he obtained, with its almanacs, and business and IOA n di-

rectories. To these will naturally be added works in science and the

arts which relate more particularly to the productions of the State. An
honorable historic consciousness will be promoted by securing works of

merit of all kinds written by citizens of the State.

Much might be said regarding the value of the different classes of

books just mentioned, a value which grows with successive years. \Ye

will, however, single out from among them for particular notice the class

of newspapers. For many towns and counties they are the only printed

record of the earliest facts of local history. Their value in libraries is

already recognized in our Western States. The Indiana State Library

receives twenty-eight newspapers as an annual gift; Minnesota was

receiving forty in 18(52, and Ohio receives twenty-eight. The New .Jer-

sey library invites donations of the same kind. There can be little

iloubt that the publishers of a large proportion of the newspapers ot

any Starr- would preserve and give to the State the file of each year, on

the single condition that it should be promptly bound and made accessi-

ble to the public, It would be equitable and useful to provide by stat-

ute that each publisher sending a newspaper should receive a copy of

the laws of the session.

It would also be a beneficial measure that the librarians of town and

>rporated libraries should be required, by statute, to send a copy of

their annual and other printed reports and printed catalogues to the

library of the State. The documents would thus bi3 permanently
preserved, would give publicity to the existence and character of the

libraries, and facilitate t!ie prep irarion of tables of statistics of all the

libraries of the Stale.

Town dirertone.s and guides, after the lapse of a year, can be obtaine I

at a'tnost no expivis >, and \vli:i a series of a few decades of years h is

b -iMi c >'.le -t I. ih' el of libraries shows that they are very fre-

q lently ivf-n ;! t > as in lispensab'.e i !t m uiy historical researches,

Uni(|-ie c >llc i -'i as th;> muiuscript papers of governors and
oth TS. m :u >:-i il- ofeirly s->t tiers and prominent eiti/.Mis,

are to be sought tor. both for their intrinsic value as records of the past,
and also for the distinction the possession of them gives to the library
beyond that of its printed volumes.

11 might b- provided by law with a-lv,mt;ige to the public that the
ifer t > th custody of the Srsite library

::| tli -ir .1 ;.!!;!! -;!ts as in.it.ters of record, bu;

the pres -rvation of which might be desirable for historical reference.

The legislature of New York, in 1^17. passed a resolution directing the



State and Territorial Libraries. 303

secretary of state to deliver fo the State library all such documents of

historic interest relative to and connected with the annals of the State

"as he might deem desirable and proper to be so transferred/' The
S^ate librarian, under proper regulations, might become keeper of the

r ills and records of the State and of all documents of early dates that

s'lould be transferred to the library from any department.
It would be a wise undertaking for each library to aim to enrich itself

by selecting one or two subjects, which should not be of too great scope,

and making a special collection of books on those subjects. The topics

might be such as the writings and memorials of an eminent author, a

branch of mining, the telegraph, and the like. Persons interested in

such topics would soon learn of the existence of one place where they

c^uld depend upon finding everything written upon these subjects.

A State library should be abundantly supplied with- the means of

furnishing teachers of schools, town library committees, and librarians,

with information regarding the character of books desirable to be pur-

chased. All forms of guides to reading, guides in the selection of books

and comprehensive catalogues of select books should be secured, and

the librarian should qualify himself to aid in that direction. The de-

partment of instruction of Illinois has this year published a very valu-

able list of books with explanatory notes, as a guide in the selection of

books for school districts and town libraries. 1 It is a good example of a

part of the work to be done, and of the kind of aid which may be given
in connection with each State library.

The expense must be incurred afresh and continually of purchasing
the latest editions of encyclopedias, annual registers, and statistical

works generally, as rapidly as they are published, notwithstanding
earlier editions are upon the shelves of the library. In matters con-

nected with legislation and for all researches, the freshest statistics and

ivp.irts are alone satisfactory to the investigator. The earlier editions

do not become useless
; they will always serve to mark the development

of thought and the progress of science up to the date when they were

published, and they contain information excluded from new encyclope-
dias by the pressure of fresh materials.

It will be readily conceded that a State library should possess all

works pertaining in any way to the history of the State; for it is

'e.'ident that the productions of the press of each State illustrate in

m my ways its history, being usually the work, either intellectually
or materially, of its own citizens. Any reason;! hie method of secur-

ing one copy of e.ich of such publications for the State library is

wortli considering. At present two copies of every article for which a

copyright is demanded, must, by law, be deposited in the Library of

Congi-ess. Might it not as well lie provided that one of these two

copies should be deposited in the State library of the State in which it

1 Ci vuljir Not 31, Department of Public Instruction, Sorinjjlicld. 111.. l><vrmli.

1-74, p. !:{;{.
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is published .' It can hardly bv a necessity that two copies of each

pablioation Should be retained in the same library, one for use in the

library, and the other for the -sole purpose of keeping the material

iee ml of copyrights complete. It is probable that at the eml of a long

period of years, a much larger number of these publications would be

in existence as a record of the past if they had been officially preserved

in two places than if they had only been preserved in one, thus depend-

ing for their safety upon a single contingency. The convenience of

a "cess to the public, the reasonable claims of the State in which the

\\ork originates, the benefit to authors and publishers, and its advan-

tages for the completeness of State history, all these motives recom-

mend the plan as preferable to the existing arrangement. During the

last year, 14,000 articles were copyrighted at the Library of Congress,

making, at two copies each, 28,000 articles deposited, in the Library.

The deposit in the library of the State in which the work is published of

one half of this gross number, by the publishers, or by the Librarian of

Congress, would both relieve the National Library of what is now, in many
respects, an incumbrance, and work greatly to the advantage of each

State. The trustees of the New York State Library made a similar sug-

gest ion in 1S."8, asking for the passage of a law requiring
" authors who

obtain a copyright of their works, to deposit a copy in the State library

of the State in which such copyright was entered." This suggestion
was made before the late change in the law of the United States.

,Just so far as it is evident to an observing public that the books and

manuscripts in a State library are guarded with a scrupulous care for

their safety, it may be expected that it will be preferred by generous
citi/ens before other institutions as the one to which they will be glad to

bequeath their libraries, or to give or intrust on deposit manuscripts
and works of value. At the date when the British .Museum contained

,~>1 l,ono volumes, 218,000 of them had either been bequeathed or pre-

sented to it. These donors have thus acquired a more enduring and
honorable fame for their names than they would have secured by the

ioa for themselves of costly mausoleums. The disposition of our

men of wealth to endow public institutions at their death or during life

.prevalent among us as to be the source of just pride. Trustees
of libraries, sensible of the importance of such collections, can hardly
avoid diverting the attention of citizens to this method of rendering
their wealth useful to their country. Hut in speaking of the condition
of our State libraries, we have referred to the fact that in the early

: organization scrupulous care for the safety of the books was
not I, and the libraries suffered frequent and large losses.

This evil has. however, b.-eii already remedied in most libraries by
providing for a more ellicient supervision, and for more stringency
in the regulations regarding the loan of books. The relaxation of

these ivgul.jtions should not be left to depend upon the discretion

or good will of the librarian, but should be controlled for special



dud Territorial Libraries. 305

cases by the superior authorities. It seems like an unjustifiable disre-

gard of the interests of a library that a book, either unique or of great

value, perhaps the gift of a citizen, should be delivered into the hands

of a total stranger. Any gentleman, informed by the librarian of the

circumstances, would feel the propriety of making himself known to

him through an introduction from another person.

Of course the public has at all times the freest access to the apart-

ments of* a State library; and one evidence which it can give to those

who might be disposed to be donors to it of the security of the books

deposited there, is that the cases are protected with wire or glass doors

and locked. In Ohio the cases have glass doors
;
in Xew York they

Lave wire doors
;
in Massachusetts the front of the alcoves is closed

with glass. The advantage of extending the protection to each case

instead of to the alcoves is, that it gives to the visitor the privilege ot

access to the alcoves and of reading the titles of the books. It is as

important to keep books safely as to purchase good ones. The person
in charge of the library of the British Museum has the significant

title of "
keeper" of the books.

State libraries exist for the benefit of the whole State, and the ex-

penditure for them is from the treasury of the State. As they are

not designed for the special advantage of the cities where they are

situated, it is not a part of their object to provide the current literature

for the convenience of the citizens. It would be an undesirable result

if, by great facilities of this kind, the inhabitants of the capital should

be backward in establishing free public libraries for themselves, or if

they should be drawn away from sustaining by their contributions ex-

isting social and subscription libraries. Works of fiction and light

literature will naturally have the smallest place in a State library,

unless the means at the disposal of the trustees should be abundant

enough to make a collection of all works by American authors, as part

of the history of the country.

The function of selecting the books to be purchased is an important
one. The relative value for reference purposes of a book proposed,
whether ancient or modern, is the prominent point to be considered.

It is comparatively easy to select the most obviously indispensable refer-

ence books, and those relating to State history. With the present
state of things, in a majority of these libraries, modern works, whether
in history, science, or general literature, will be inquired for a hundred

times where a work of more ancient date will be inquired for once. It

is true that the need for works of all classes, periods, and languages
is sure to be felt after the usual changes in the character of the popu-
lation and the increase of wealth in the State, already the capitals of

ut least twenty of the States are the seats of universities, colleges, or

professional schools. But wfcen the purchases first enumerated have

been made, there may be a very limited fund remaining from the JSiatr

appropriation ;
hence the services of persons capable of making that

L'O E
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83lection of books which on the whole, in view of the moderate means at

command, will be the most useful, are of great importance. We must

recognize that the selection is to be made from a list of works which,
besides including the millions of books printed in past years, is increas-

ing in all languages at the rate of more than thirty thousand annually.

It is a task of great responsibility, involving many perplexing questions ;

and as the productions of the press are likely to increase in the same,

if not greater, ratio in coming years, and certainly in greater proportion

in the United States, the necessity of discriminating judgment in making

purchases presses with stronger force. A man of education and culture

acting as librarian, with an experience of several years, ought to be com-

petent to suggest to his trustees the books which it would be most desir-

able to place on the shelves of the library. Receiving from them general

principles to guide him in his selections, he should make to them regular

reports of his proceedings, and thereupon may receive special instruc-

tions. With this mode of co-operative support, he could not fail to make

satisfactory purchases from the various sources of supply. This remark

does not apply to a purchase involving a large sum. The trustees and

librarians are in a very favorable position for obtaining the aid of the

best minds in the State to furnish lists of books desirable to be pur-

chased in special departments.

Experience in his profession, a protracted connection with the library

and A genuine love of books, enhance the value of a librarian's services
;

and make it essential for the best interests of the library, that his rela-

tions to it should not be interrupted for mere political considerations.

Practically the long continuance of a librarian in his office in the serv-

ice of the State is more likely to be cut short by his withdrawal on

account of an insufficient salary.

In all that we have hitherto said of the aims of State libraries, the pur-

pose lias been to specify such as relate to them peculiarly, as compared
with other libraries, and in their comparatively incipient and undevel-

oped state. We have not and could not overlook their higher and more

general object, which can be no less than to collect and preserve for the

present and future use of their communities whatever can be obtained

of the printed or manuscript record of what man has thought and done
in past ages, and of what he is now doing. Books are the chief monu-
ments of the operations of the human intellect. In the language of

Milton,
" Books are not absolutely dead things, but do contain a potency

of life in them, to be as active as that soul was whose progeny they
are. ... A good book is the precious life-blood of a master spirit,

embalmed and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life." In the

spirit of this thought, we affirm that the general aim of a State library
should be regarded as being as comprehensive as the whole range of

human knowledge, and should therefore include collections as complete
MS m;iy be in all history, philosophy, science, and art.

It is not going beyond what we have a right to hope for, that State
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libraries should also have, in a separate department, museums of history,
natural history, and archeology, embracing medals, coins, sculpture,

armor, modvls of inventions, and portraits. That which has been an

exceptional incident in the history of some of these libraries might well

become the rule for all of them. The cost of the library and of its

museums, gradually enlarged during a long succession of years, is as

nothing compared to their utility. The impressions received in studying
such collections may frequently determine a citizen upon a course of

study and investigation that shall benefit the world and redound to

the honor of the State.

It is too true that the great majority among us are at present chiefly

engrossed by the necessities or the temptations of material industry.

But it will not always be so. With the progress in mechanical inventions

and in scientific appliances, the accumulations of wealth will be rapid.

There will soon be a population of millions in most of the States. Fam-
ilies will enter upon life in the enjoyment of the rewards of industry,

having an abundance of leisure. There will be an ever increasing

number, eager to compare the wisdom of the past with that of their

own times, eager to trace the steps by which their State has risen to its

eminence, and to seek truth and knowledge for their own sakes.

It should not be regarded as a mere dream of the future to expect
that the hundreds of millions who will be living one day under the

protection of pur institutions may surpass in intellectual character and

culture the highest forms of Athenian life, and that this culture will be

participated in, not merely by an aristocracy, but by the whole mass.

Even within a few score years a people will inhabit our plains who
will judge of us and of the degree of our civilization by the provision
we had made for them in laying broad and deep the foundations of

both libraries and museums. If in monarchies these institutions have

been the most useful and the richest boon from kings to their subjects,

why should republican governments, acting for the people, be less for-

ward to endow their capitals with such valuable monuments of civili-

zation ? We may reasonably hope that the representatives of the peo-

ple will be so sensible of the grandeur of their mission that they will

be ready to support such institutions. They would not be on a basis

more broad than is the existing British Museum. Each would easily be

managed by the same trustees, in the same manner as is the Library
and Museum of Natural History of the State of New York. States are

most competent to effect in such schemes what individuals and societies

cannot afford to do, except in a limited degree ;
and even when the latter

attempt it, they do not always assure exemption from loss or destruction

of the treasures under their charge.

In carrying out these general aims, particularly as regards the library,

its character will be naturally shaped by its trustees, in view of the

situation of its capital, the peculiar manufactures, products, and com-

iwrco of the State, and the funds at their disposal. These trustees, in
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their zeal, and as intelligent friends of the libraries, may. at times, con-

template with feelings'of disappointment the t'aet that the collections

are not used in proportion to their value; that the multitude are so en-

grossed with industrial and commercial occupations or pleasures that

the library, however well supplied with books, and however choice its

treasures, is not frequented for scientific or historical research as they
think it should be. In these circumstances they must console them

selves with the thought that, besides the present good which they are

accomplishing, they are accumulating a wealth of information, for

which coming generations will be grateful when the demands of material

industry shall be less pressing. The value of these libraries is both imme-

diate and prospective. They are not to be tried by the present amount of

use which is made of them, or the absolute need which is felt for them.

but by the good which they augur for the future, when each capital is tin-

seat of government of a State containing millions of inhabitants, many
of whom will be interested in the completeness of the history of their

State, its lands, its towns, its distinguished citizens, and when its most

cultivated men are resorting to them to enjoy intercourse with the best

minds of all ages. They are now but the centers around which are to

be collected the records of the past and the future, whose value is to

be enhanced in proportion to their completeness.
In the days of the llomau republic its first public library was estab-

lished in the temple of liberty. Our State capitols are our temples of

liberty, in which it well becomes the representatives of'the people to

sustain such an institution as the State library, not merely in behalf of

m iterial ends and legislative necessities, but for the cultivation and de-

velopment of the most serious studies and the highest thought on
themes of science and of social and political life.
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CHAPTER XIII.

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

I.-HEXRY A. HOMES, L.L,.!).,

Librarian Xeio York State Library.

II. \V. I. FLETCHER,
Amit'.ant Librarijn Watkinton Library, Hartfur I, Conn.

III. THE EDITORS.

I. HISTORY AND CONDITION.

K\I:I.Y HISTORY NUMBER AND IMPORTANCE OBJECTS CHARACTER AND EXTENT OF
Cm.I.ECTIOXS IMPETUS GIVES TO HISTORICAL RESEARCH AXl> PUBLICATIONS

STATE SOCIETIES SPECIAL AND LOCAL SOCIETIES MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

FrXDS, INCOME, AND EXPENDITURES HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS GENEALOGICAL,
1AMILY, AXD TOWX HISTORIES PLANS FOR THE FUTURE NATIONAL HISTORICAL

COXVEXTIOX.

In the attempt to collect the most recent statistics which should ex-

hibit the intellectual condition of the United States, it was impossible

to overlook so important an illustration of the subject as would be of-

trred by a view of its historical societies. From the facts shown in tin-

statistical tables, and from those which we have gathered from other

sources, it is evident that diligent workers in preserving the history of

the nation have been numerous, and that whatever neglect there has

been in the pursuit of science or literature, we cannot be said to have

equally neglected our own history.

During the past one hundred years of our national life, the historical

spirit could not fail to be awakeued
;
the degree of its development, as-

compared with the colonial period, has depended in no small measure

upon the freedom of the people under our republican institutions.

Where_there are no political or social restraints upon the opportunities
for co-operation, the historical spirit will effectively develop itself at an-

oarly stage in the life of the commonwealth.
In proof of this, we find that since the organization of the govern-

ment in 1789 under the Constitution, there have been formed more than

one hundred and sixty historical societies, the greater number of which
have perpetuated their organizations. The object of these societies has

been essentially the same, to collect and diffuse the materials of Ameri-
can history. It was declared by the first one of the historical societies,

organized in 17'Jl, and afterwards called the Massachusetts Historical
31-2
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Socrety, that its object was " to collect, preserve, and communicate ma-
terials for a complete history of the country." No limitation of aims
was made in behalf of the State, or of New England. Later, in 1804,
the New York Historical, and, in 1823, the New Hampshire Historical

Societies were organized, each " for the purpose of discovering, procur-

ing, 'and preserving whatever may relate to the natural, civil, literary,

and ecclesiastical history of the United States, and of this State in par-
ticular." . Societies formed at a later period, in defining their object,

either give the State precedenca of the United States, or omit the

United States entirely. Thus the Historical Society of Pennsylvania
declares its single object to be " the elucidation of the civil and literary

history of the State. 1 ' We think, therefore, notwithstanding the more

comprehensive schemes set forth by the earlier societies, that it has

come to be their object generally, to collect the materials for the history
of the State, county, or town where the society is situated, and then, as

circumstances may favor, of the United States and the individual States.

The principal means employed for accomplishing the object aimed at

have been the establishment of libraries, the collection of manuscripts,,

the forming of museums of historical memorials and of the natural his-

tory of the region, and the printing of historical documents. Their pur-

pose has been to collect and to render accessible to the public the ma-

terials for history, but not to write history under the sanction of the

societies.

The libraries formed by these societies, for the use of their members
and all other accredited persons, are alone a fair evidence of their earnest-

ness, when we consider that the works collected in them relate chiefly

to American history. The number of volumes known to be contained

in them amounts, as far as can be gathered from the reports received, to

more than 482,000, and more than 508,000 pamphlets. The books are

solely for reference. Additions are continually made, but with no pur-

pose of building up a large library, unless it should consist of historical

works. In some towns and cities, however, the library, for purposes of

convenience, is also made miscellaneous in its character for more general

uses.

The zeal of the members in securing and preserving historical manu-

scripts is sufficiently illustrated by the fact that the Massachusetts His-

torical Society has collected a thousand volumes of such manuscripts ;

and the New York Historical Society counts 15,000 single manuscripts ^

while the number possessed by all the societies is reported at 88,771, be-

sides 1,.'JO 1 bound volumes. These manuscripts relate to even-period
since the founding of the colonies. During many years the apartments
of these two societies, of the American Antiquarian Society ;it Worcester.

Mass., and of one or two other socirt irs, were the only places that offered

for the especial and safe deposit of manuscripts, the State libraries not

having been generally organized. The States of Maryland and (leorgia

have made the libraries for their State societies places of deposit of vain-
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ab'.e State historical records. The younger State societies manifest an

ardor in this direction, which indicates that they are managed ly the sons

of worthy sires. The character anil subjects of the manuscripts collected

may lie inferred from the contents of the publications of the societies.

of which we shall soon speak. The whole number of manuscripts in

their libraries exceeds that of those which are to lie found in the State

libraries, if we exclude the ollicial State records in the latter.

In addition to books and manuscripts, the societies have formed

museums, and have sedulously collected in their halls memorials of the

aborigines, of their arts and customs, relics of the prehistoric raco.

and of the founders and early settlers, with portraits of distinguished

citi/.cns, and cabinets of coins. Some of them have extensive collec-

tions in natural history. In these respects they resemble, as far as our

circumstances will permit, the archaeological societies which exist in so

many of the counties of Great Britain.

The large number of volumes thus far published by our historical

societies is a most substantial proof of the efficient industry of their

members. The number of printed pages issued by them, chiefly dur-

ing the last seventy-five years, is equal to more than three hundred

volumes of three hundred and fifty pages each. A detailed descrip-

tion of their contents here would be impossible. They include town

and church histories, town and parish records, journals and curresp md-

4'iice of flic Revolution, private diaries, biographies, genealogies, deeds,

wills, and family papers of citizens, illustrations of aboriginal life and

history, annotated reprints of rare and early books relating to America,
and other similar materials.

The incidental operations of the societies are to meet during the ye ir

with more or less frequency for the discussion of subjects of historical

interest, to provide for the delivery of an annual public historical dis-

course, and to secure popular courses of lectures on historical and sci-

entific subjects, rather than on themes of society and literature. Some
of the discourses delivered on their anniversary occasions three ;>t

least of which have been given by men who have been Presidents of

the I'nited States will long remain monuments of patriotic eloquence
and witnesses to important truths in our history.
The societies hive, m uvover, at different times in several States,

been active in calling the attention of State legislatures to measures for

the pievrvatioii and publication of the early public records of their

States. These ellorts have resulted in seeming not only the printing of

the colonial records in the State art-hives, but have led some States to

procure copies of sit -h dociim -:ii- a- were to be found in the record
offices of tin of Kurope. In a fe\\ years we may expect that all

Mich papers, existing either at home or abroad, will have been printed
lor pnMic use. in the meantime other States, or their State societies,

have obtained and printed calendars of the contents of such documents
as could be found in Kngland.
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Membership in the societies is generally secured by the vote of a ma-

jority ;
sometimes by the payment of an annual tax

;
in other societies

it is restricted by the negative vote of a small minority. The resident

members, residing ia the town, county, or State, have alone the right to

vote. Some societies are managed entirely by an executive committee.

The number, of members does not appear to be fixed and limited in more

than three societies. The Massachusetts society \vas at first organized
on this principle, and limited to thirty members, latterly increased to

one hundred. The American Antiquarian Society, organized within the

same State a score of years after, adopted the same principle. The
Maine Society, a daughter of Massachusetts, organized in 1822, did not

depart from the mother's example. But wlntever may b3 the advan-

tages supposed to inhere in a limited membership, the fact that the

practice has not been adopted by other societies, is evidence of a decided

preference for an enlarged membership, not fixed by law. The number
of members of the several societies ranges from fifty to over one thou-

sand, the largest membership being usually in the largest cities. The

aggregate membership of all the soaieties, according to the latest re-

turns received, is 27,244.

The income of most of the societies is derived from an initiation fee

of $3, $5, or $10, and an annual tax of from $1 to $5 on each member.
In many cases the annual dues constitute the sole regular income of a

society. Life memberships are encouraged. The expenditures of the

societies are defrayed from these sources, or by extraordinary subscrip-

tions special permanent funds created by the gifts of the members

and their friends, and in a few cases by annual or special grants from

the State legislature. The Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin State socie-

ties receive, the first, $2,500, the second, $500, and the last, $7,009 a year
from the State treasuries, which sum is used for the purchase of books,
for salaries, and other expenses. The Tennessee and some other societies

are provided with apartments in the State capito!. The value of the

lauds, edilices, and permanent funds of all the societies approaches

$2,000,000; the amount reported, not including all the societies, is

$1,674,1) 73.SS. It would not ba reasonable to naina a lower sum than

another million of dollars to represent the value of their libraries, man-

uscripts, and museums; although it is next to impossible to make a

pecuniary estimate of the amount.
The meetings of the societies are either annual, semi-annual, quarterly,

monthly, or twice a month during six to nine months of the year.

Most of the societies whose names are given in our list may be classed

;is cither State or local societies. State societies have been formed in

twenty-two of the thirty-seven States, although one or two of them can

hardly be said to exist at present. From the prominence which the

State societies give to the history of the State in their plans, they are

properly entitled to bsar the naina of the State which they represent.
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They generally have the seat of their operations at the capital of the State

or in the largest city.

The local societies, named after a town, county, or district, limit

themselves to the history of the region indicated by their name, and

do not generally attempt to embrace the larger purposes of the State

societies. Very few of them have combined with their plans for collect-

ing their own civil history, the study of other branches of history, or

science. They are not affiliated in any way with State societies, except
in Michigan, where incorporated local societies are required to report

annually to the State society, and to send to it copies of papers which

hive bseu re.id bafore them. They frequently have libraries and mu-

seums for the preservation of historical relics. Both classes of societies

occasionally embrace in their plans other aims than American history.

The New York and Maryland societies have galleries of paintings, and

the former a collection of Egyptian antiquities. The Long Island So-

ciety has a collection of paintings. The Georgia Society has a general

library and reading room.

There are at least nine historical associations engaged in the work

of preserving the history of as m-iny of the ecclesiastical denomina-

tions of the country, and most of them have formed libraries for the

purpose.
1

During the last twenty-five years, and more especially during the

last ten years, there has arisen a spontaneous and widely spread en-

thusiasm to form associations of pioneers and old residents for the

purpose of cherishing the memory of the first settlers and preserving
incidents connected with the early settlement of different counties and
towns. These continue for a series of years to have annual addresses,
or to publish occasional historical papers of great interest for the

locality. The earliest association of this nature was the Old Colony

Club, founded at Plymouth, Mass., in 17G9, by which was inaugurated
the custom of celebrating Forefathers

1

Day by an annual discourse-

As adjuncts to the societies peculiarly historical should be counted the

ethnological, numism.itic, philological, geographical, and statistical

societies. They are all contributors, in a greater or less degree, to the

civil and political history of the country, or to the history of the native

races. The several printing clubs,, engaged in printing small editions

of rare historical books, freshly annotated, or of unpublished manu-

scripts, have performed an important service. Their enterprises have

'An effort was made to collect the statistics of the diocesan libraries of the

Protestant Kpiscopal Church, and from a few registrars returns were received showing
that in nine such collections there are 730 volumes, 14,1)21 pamphlets, and 259 manu-

scripts, the books and pamphlets mainly consisting of diocesan journals, proceedings
of conventions, ami other periodical aud fugitive literature relating to the church. No
description of the manuscripts was given. These collections will, in time, become valu-
able to flu- student of ecclesiastical history.
Kev. William Stevens IVrry, D. D., of Geneva, N. Y., is custodian of the, Church

Archives, which "consist ( .f ."M volumes of most valuable manuscripts." EDITORS.
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not been conducted with a view to pecuniary advantage. The numer-

ous New England societies at the West and South, awaken an interest

in historical studies, by the frequent annual discourses which are deliv-

ered under their auspices, in which the virtues and errors of the fore-

fathers are discussed for the benefit of the present generation^

VALUABLE RESULTS.

From the statements we have made regarding the character and con-

dition of the historical societies, no one would hesitate to conclude that

they have already accomplished a great work or to infer, from the rec-

ords of their operations during three-score years and more, that results

of still greater importance will follow. The value of their labors is

not likely to be overestimated; and a perusal of the details of the his-

tory of many of the societies can alone give an idea of the patient devo-

ted ness and affection for their object of many members during a long
.series of years. They have steadily pursued their patriotic impulses
as though they were yielding obedience to the behest of the most exalted

virtue. It has been by the exhibition of this disinterested attachment

to their cause, which it is a pleasure to contemplate, that they have
obtained so many valuable contributions from their own members, from

the public, and the State.

The libraries and museums of the societies, besides increasing in size,

will, with the lapse of years, have an increasing value for the public. It

has only been by gradual, slow additions to their funds, that any of

these societies have been able to secure convenient apartments and a

curator, so that their collections, the gifts of members and friends, could

be accessible to more than a very limited number. In the future, with

thepossession of suitable edifices, open under charge of officers, theseiusti-

tutions will be useful to the community in a degree hitherto, unknown.
The libraries will be more complete on their special subjects ;

their rare

manuscripts, increased in number, will be found in the places where

they are most needed. The guarantee which their balls will offer lor

the safety and care of manuscripts and historical relics will be appreci-

ated, and citizens will be glad to deposit in their archives the treasures

which they possess and thus save them from destruction. How many
valuable documents have already been lost from the absence of such soci-

eties '? IIow many have already been saved by their existence ? Memo-
rials of founders, pilgrims, and settlers, as well as of ancient customs, are

destined to be regarded with a growing interest
;
and when the period

shall have come that not an uncivilized Indian remains, every material

vestige of the race will be gazed at with admiration. Already the

exhumed arrow-heads, hatchets, and sculptured stones, which had been

quietly noticed for scores of years as memorials of existing races of

Indians, have acquired a fresh value since wo have been led to attempt
to discriminate which of them may have been wrought thousands of

years since by races not yet identified.



318 I'ullic Librarii-x ht tin- United States.

While the "discovery amrpreservation
"
of manuscripts and memori-

als is A prime motive for the existence of these s > -ii-rics, their efforts in

that direction do not present themselves so prominently to the appreci-

ation of the public as do those historical volumes by which they "com-

municato yml diffuse" a knowledge of the documents which they have

collected. In the three'hundred volumes published by them, to whicli

we have alre<i ly referred, there are to be found copies of many unique

manuscripts, which were, of course, difficult of access. By the multi-

plication, through the press, of hundreds of these copies, even if the

nrinussript itself were lost, an easy acquaintance wic'a its contents is

secured to investigators." Many a rare volume also, the purchase of whicli

might cost halt' a year's income to a poor student, when reprinted by a

society, is put within liisjeach in every library. Both the manuscript

and the rare book">have thus the opportunity to carry down the stream

of time the record first made hundreds of years ago.

A special illustration of the value of these publications is offered in

the thirty-five volumes published by the Xew England Historic-Genea-

logical Society. Before its .formation in 1845, the whole number

of American genealogical^ histories was not more than thirty. They
now i;umber more than four hundred, and the later histories are incom-

parably more thorough and complete. There is every reason to suppose

that tie work will be" prosecuted till the genealogical story of a great

icjtion of the early settlers of New England shall have been written

and published. In succeeding years it may be found that these facts

will have a value beyond anything designed in their compilation, by

enabling the man of science to trace the influences of varied climate

and education, of the laws of hereditary influence, and the comparative

ability of different. nations, frcin a larger number of similar facts than

was ever before collected. Family history in the past has had for its

object to trace the pedigree of successful families in a single line of de-

scent. Few genealogies have attempted to give the affiliations and

ramifications of all^the descendants of a common ancestor for many
generations. In this respect the pursuit is not a minister to pride, but

has a tendency to promote a sense of republican equality. It is not

necessary to have in one's veins "the blood of all the Howards" to se-

cure an interest in our genealogical relations.

The influence of the historical societies in securing the preparation
and publication of town histories Jias been remarkable. More than two
hundred have been published in the last thirty years. The thirty town
histories of Xew Hampshire have all been prepared since the formation

of its society in 1823. All these histories have an exactness and

thoroughness not to be found in those of early date. The larger por-
tion of them are written by those who are members of historical socie-

ties, and who are indebted to the collections in their libraries for their

most important facts, for materials without which it would have been

impossible to perfect their works. The fact that four of the New
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England States 1 have authorized towns to tax themselves to procure
the publication of town histories is an evidence of the stimulus which

has been imparted to'the'undertaking by these societies.

The compilation of a town history is not an undertaking that can be

begun and finished in a few months. Consequently, since the enact-

ment of State laws^authorizing towns to incur the expense, although
the number of histories published by them is already considerable, yet
the results expected to follow from the power of taxation must neces-

sarily be developed gradually. Authors of histories need time and ap-

portunity to collect,*digest, and develop their materials.

The course pursued by the towns that authorize 'the publication of

their town histories is, to take a vote upon the subject at the annual

town meeting, the call for the meeting having specified that the subject
will be introduced. A committee of publication is nominated and

chosen, and this committee selects a gentleman to prepare the history

under its general direction. An appropriation at that or a subse-

quent meeting is made to cover the expense.
A few details of some specific cases are subjoined as illustrations of

the method pursued. The town of Pittsfield, Mass., for example, in

full town meeting, on the proposition by a citizen, appointed a committee

of five to write a history of the town, with authority to select an editor.

The committee chose Mr. J. E. A. Smith to compose the history and to

arrange the materials, itself giving general directions and aiding in

the work. The town made at the same meeting the necessary appro-

priation of money for the expense to be incurred. The first volume, con-

taining 518 octavo pages, was stereotyped and printed in 1869, and the

town retains the copyright. The history reaching only to the year 1800,

a second volume is to follow speedily. The town of Warwick, Mass., chose

a committee of seven to adopt such measures as they might deem expe-
dient for the publication of the manuscript of J. Blake's history. Tho

call for the annual meeting contained a notification that the question
of an appropriation for this purpose would be introduced, and at the

meeting it was voted to publish it, and the same committee was em-

1 The following are the legal provisions for the publication of town histories in

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Massachusetts:

Maine. "Cities and towns, may raise money for the purpose of procuring the writing
and publication of their histories." Rw. Slat., 1871, tit. I, sec. 36.

AVir Hampshire. "Any town, at a legal meeting called for the purpose, may author-

ize their selectmen to contract with some person to prepare and publish the early

history of such town, at the expense of the town, under such restrictions and regula-
tions as such town shall prescribe." Lawn of 1868.

I'lrmont. "Any town, at their annual March meeting, may authorize their select-

men to contract with sonic person to prepare and publish the early history of such

town, at the expense of the town, under such restrictions and regulations as such town
shall pivMTibe/' dun. Slat., 2d ed., 1-70, /,'/. /A", .see. HI.

Massachusetts. Towns "
may, at legal meetings, grant and vote sm-li sums :is they

may judge necessary tor the, following purposes: For . . . procuring the writing
and publishing ofj their town histories." <i<-neral Statute. l-i>". i-lmii. !*, sec. 10.
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powered to borrow the money necessary. . The history of the town of

Northfield, Mass., was printed in 1875, by Mr. Munsell, of Albany, in

u volume of 030 pages, much of it in tine type. The town paid $4

a copy for 320 copies, out of an edition of 500 copies. The authors

received as their share 125 copies. The inhabitants had the privilege

of purchasing copies from the town at $1 each. Xo others can obtain

the work, either from the town or the publisher, except at an advanced

price. The history of the towns embraced in the original township of

Heading, Mass., prepared by Hon. Lilley Eaton, was published in 1S74

by the authority and at the expense of the town of Wakefield, one of

the towns included-, through the agency of a committee appointed for

the purpose after his death. The town of Bradford, Vt., employed the

Kev. S. McKeen to write and publish the history of the town. The

town owns the edition, and sells copies of it at a fixed sum, on applica-

tion being made to any one of the selectmen. The Middlebury Histori-

cal Society of Vermont embarked in the enterprise of securing histories

of all the towns of Addison County. As one result of its exertions,

the town of Shorehaui made an appropriation for the completion and

publication of a history, and appointed the Rev. J. F. Goodhue, a former

citizen, to compile it, under the superintendence of a committee. He
came and took up his residence there until he had completed a work

which he had formerly prepared, and the committee published it. It

bears on the title-page,
" Published by the town."1 The history of

Winchester, Conn., by J. Boyd, was published by him, but with pecu-

niary aid in the undertaking from the town. The town of Barnstead,

X. H., having declined to bear the expense of printing a history prepared

by E. It. Caverly, he was afterward enabled to publish it through aid

received from individual citizens.

The prefaces to C. Hudson's two histories ofLexington and Marlborough,

Mass., as well as the preface to the history of Pittsfield, prepared by
the town committees, give ample details of the method of procedure of

the authorities in these particular cases. As regards the regulations

for the disposal and distribution, by sale or otherwise, of the copies of

these histories, the practice varies in different towns. The histories

themselves, in the prefaces, give very little information on the point.

The members of historical societies individually have, besides, pub-
lished many historical monographs, biographies, and genealogies, as the

bibliographical records in their archives show. Their labors, also, as

editors of historical magazines supported by subscription, deserve men-

tion. Though these periodicals have had but a few years of life, they
have been convenient depositories for historical studies and the waifs of

history, and have aided to sustain an interest in the subject.

1 As showing the impulse giveu to historical research, it may be mentioned that

since 1853, the year in which the law was enacted, histories of the following named
towns in Vermont, besides those above mentioned, have been published : Benuington,

Cornwall, Danby, Fairhaven, Middlebury, Middle-town, Montpelier, Pawlet, Reading,
Rutland, Salisbury, and Well*. KIMTOKS.
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The historical fervor stimulated by the operations of the societies in

the Atlantic States, has been manifested in a remarkable degree in the

Western States. Several of them have commenced their life as States

with the organization of a historical society. The Minnesota society
was created by an act of its first territorial legislature. Such organiza-

tionsareatestimony to the high grade of civilization with which these new
communities enter the family of States. They constitute the first em-

bodiment of their men of culture, eager to achieve something for the

common weal outside of the direct necessities of domestic and civil

life. These pioneer founders from the Atlantic States saw that they
had not only to preserve the memory of the French and early settlers,

but that they were in the presence of the monuments of departed races,

which, though already abraded by the hand of time, were certain to be

more rapidly effaced by the hand of man. They felt the need of insur-

ing protection for them, by co-operative action, that their history might be

the better investigated. It is especially in those States that the legis-

latures have encouraged the societies by annual grants of money, free

apartments, (devolving upon the society the care of the State library,) or,

as in Michigan, have provided for the care of the collections of the State

society in the State library.

While the history of any nation has a positive value to the world,

that of the United States has a special importance, on account of the

character of our institutions. It is probable that this history will be

preserved with a completeness unparalleled in the annals of any people.

It is one of the first attempts ever made to chronicle events contempo-

raneously with the beginnings of life of the municipality and the State.

These events are recorded, not merely in relation to matters of govern-
ment and war, but of education, morals, and religion. The knowledge
will be perpetuated of the character and acts of the numerous races and

families from all quarters of the globe who, under novel conditions,

commenced social and political life in the counties and towns of which

the totality of the nation consists. These records continued through
centuries will furnish most trustworthy facts for statistical tables to

illustrate the laws affecting these relations. It is to this important work

that each active historical society is a substantial contributor.

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE.

With this abundant evidence before us of the character and value of

the work of the historical societies, it is none the less accordant with

our progressive natures to be inquiring whether by any means they can

be rendered more effective and useful. As regards the State societies,

we think the answer to the question may be safely left to their own in-

telligent action, stimulated by the example of kindred societies among
us. The object which they have in view is broad enough to occupy them

permanently. We hopefully predict that before ten years shall lum-

elapsed there will be a society of their especial scope in every State.

21 E
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In regard to the local societies, however, which have been formed in

so considerable numbers, and which will continue to be formed in a ratio

surpassing that of any former period, there are good grounds for iu-

quirinir whether their specific object might not be attained equally well,

and other important advantages gained at the same time, by enlarging

their aims. Why should they Dot, instead of limiting their pursuit to

their own localities, embrace the history of all ages and peoples ? Why
should the incipient impulse to co-operate in some useful investigation

be restrained at the beginning to the scenes and events immediately

at hand ! Were these local societies organized for the pursuit of history

in all its branches, civil, political, educational, and religious, as wide as

the world, we might expect there would be such a variety of interesting

themes to discuss, that frequent meetings could successfully be main-

tained throughout the year.

Studies in general history, pursued in local societies, would insure for

those engaged in them the most healthy mental discipline, and educa-

tion of an ennobling nature. The history of man in all relations is

an inexhaustible study, ever fresh, and expanding with civilization. It

should produce a continual enthusiasm in these societies to be studying
in conjunction with their local aims, the relations of the past with the

relations of progress in different nations, to be observing the evidences

of a divine moral order in the world, and the laws which affect the

development of humanity. Our future statesmen, aglow with aspira-

tions for a wise and beneficent government, need to be familiar with the

history of other nations as well as of their own
;
to be able to compare

ancient and modern republics ;
and linked as we are with the past, to

judge what may be the limits to the maxim that history is philosophy

teaching by example. From historical societies on such an expanded

basis, we might hope there would be produced a generation of legisla-

tors with a scientific faculty to predict consequences ;
men who, im-

pressed with a sense of the difficulties of enacting wise laws, would

possess the wisdom to confront those difficulties.

To these observations on the question of enlarged plans for local so-

cieties, we venture to subjoin the further inquiry whether most county
and town societies might not, with incalculable advantage, combine
with historical research the study of science, art, and natural history ?

Every locality already has its military, fire, debating, literarj', social

or charitable society. It is incredible that there should be so few

simply for the pursuit of knowledge to the acquisition of which all men
are so naturally impelled and in which they manifest so deep an inter-

est. The same motives, which dispose some of the leading minds of a

place to associate for the sake of preserving its history, must be operat-

ing in the minds of others, their neighbors, to desire to acquire and
communicate knowledge in other forms. On the part of those inter-

ested in history it should be regarded as a strong reason for extending
the scope of their society, !he consideration that when confined to a
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single subject it will depend for its permanence on the activity of two
or three members. It does not afford a basis sufficient for the active

co-operation of more than a small portion of the cultivated minds of

the place; the topics either soon become exhausted as matters of con-

tinual research, or the information is meagre and accumulates slowly,
and the popular interest diminishes. The meetings cease to be attended

and the society either dies of inanition or languishes while standing
in the way of a new organization on a more comprehensive plan.

It may be urged as an objection that some of our societies have com-
menced with the title of " historical and philosphical," and have not

been remarkably successful. Others, however, have tried the plan of

conjoined aims, and congratulate themselves on the result. The Essex

Institute, of Salem, Mass., was formed in 1848 from the union of a county
historical and a county natural history society, and organized on a popu-
lar basis of large membership, having at the present time four hundred
and eighty members. With the aid of historical and scientific workers

it is prosecuting both branches with an efficiency, as shown by its pub-

lications, which must compel imitation. The Albany Institute, Hew
York, has been perpetuated with varying fortunes for forty-six years,
and has four departments of research, physical science and the arts,

natural history, history, and general literature. It has at no time been

so promising an organization as at the present, when it has been ex-

tended to a membership of two hundred and four. A similar successful

society is the Litera^7 and Philosophical Society of Liverpool, England,
founded in 1846, which has over two hundred members, and has pub-
lished twenty-eight volumes of its transactions. The subjects treated of

in thes3 conform, in fair proportion of literature, history, and science, to

the name of the society. One motive assigned in its constitution for

organizing the society,
" to modify the local tendency to the pursuit of

commerce," is capable of receiving a wider application.

We have purposely alluded to the large membership in these three

societies, because a late scientific writer, speaking of the frequent fail-

ures of the learned societies of the United States, declares that they
have died from "a constant enlargement of the range of membership,
and consequent lowering of the tone of the society."

x And yet we draw

from this same writer the two facts that the membership of the leading

English societies ranges from four hundred to one thousand or several

thousand members, and that the annual tax on each member is from

two to four guineas. We should infer from these facts that, by a large mem-

bership, an abundant income is secured for the purposes of a society, and

that the original papers of the men of science who are joined with them
can be published, and the expense of their investigations provided for.

A large membership secures friends, an audience, an income, and ele-

vates the purposes and aims of all. Some aid by active efforts, some by

pecuniary help, and all by the sympathy of a common purpose. Mcia-

1 North Ann-riciMi Kc\ic\v, October, 1-7 t.
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bcrshipis nor ;i reward of merit, acquired for achievements in literature

or science, hut an encouragement and a stimulus both to the less

1 -ai ned and to the most learned. It ought not to be dim'cult to com-

bine the man of research with the intelligent aspirant for knowledge,
who educates himself for similar researches by means of the companion-

ship, To the man of science or invention it must be desirable that he

should have the encouragement of a listening audience, and be brought
in contact with men of varied pursuits, outside of his specialty. It

affords him an opportunity at least to utter his words of scientific truth

before his fellow-citizens. To make an addition to the sum of human

knowledge, or to diffuse and inspire a love of it, may be of equal impor-

tance to humanity.
In suggesting this combination of varied objects of pursuit, we are

not, of course, supposing that academies of scientists can be founded

everywhere; but we cannot resist the belief that in most counties and

towns there will be found a sufficient number of men of education, of all

professions, occupations, and opinions, disposed to unite for the mutual

pursuit of history, science, and the arts; and that they will engage in

it, not in a spirit of exclusiveuess, but of benevolence, aiming to develop
a love for the most elevated and accurate forms of knowledge. It should

be easy, in a multitude of places, for associations formed with these

blended purposes, to sustain twice a month, or even weekly, during a

large part of the year, meetings for the purpose of listening to papers,

original or compiled, from members or invited speakers, or for the dis-

cussion of any topic introduced. By some such method as this, local

societies would become schools of thought and learning for the active

members of the community in hundreds of our towns and cities. There

might naturally follow a union of the societies of a State under a gen-
eral society for the publication of such papers as might be deemed
suitable.

The extensive formation of such societies throughout the land, seems
so full of promise and so potent for good, as to justify the establishment

of a national society for the organization of associations for the pursuit
of knowledge. Such a society might initiate efforts which would have
the cordial support of co-workers in every State of the Union. The

original name of our oldest learned society, the American Philosophi-

cal, of which Franklin was the first president, was " The American

Society for Promoting and Propagating Useful Knowledge." The title

is an indication of the expanded and benevolent designs of its founders.

This society had, also, its standing committee on history and commerce.
If the Smithsonian Institution, founded "for the increase and diffusion

of knowledge among men,*' should be able to incorporate, with its pres-
ent benefactions to science, the support of an agency for encouraging
such societies as have been described, it might be hoped it would not

be a departure from the spirit of its founder. It would be an agency,

by whatever association it should be controlled, for introducing and
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promoting a plan for enlisting tens of thousands in the direct study of

science, art, and history. Such societies would be the means of educat-

ing many communities to a loving appreciation of scientific investiga-

tions, and of correct views of human history. They would contribute

incalculably to the progress of American society and to the happiness
of millions.

"While we dwell with wonder and pleasure on the historic picture of

our national growth during a century, we need to remember that it does

not become us to rest satisfied solely with recording its details. If we
have received a goodly heritage from those who have preceded us, we
must not only bequeath it unimpaired, but strive to add to its value for

the advantage of those who come after us
;
and so " hand on the torch

of light," that the future may excel the past in brilliancy.
1

IL GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS RESPECTING HISTORICAL
KESEARCH.

IMPORTANCE OF COLLECTING AND PRESERVING MATERIALS FOR HISTORY NEED OF
CULTIVATING A SPIRIT OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH PRIVATE- COLLECTORS AND THEIR

BENEFACTIONS TO THE PUBLIC A HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT IN GENERAL PUBLIC

LIBRARIES.

The functions of the historical library, and its importance and use-

fulness, especially in this country and at this time, constitute the sub-

ject of these few pages. The chief object and purpose of such a library

is the

COLLECTION AND PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL MATERIALS.

The greatest difficulty encountered by the student of history is the

want of contemporary materials. These are of so much greater value

than oral traditions or histories written after the event that they are

the great object of search on the part of one who wishes to get at the

truth concerning the past. The history of the ancient nations of the

East has been almost entirely rewritten since the discovery of the koy
to the mysterious languages in which their annals were embalmed.

And whenever it has been possible to confront tradition with contem-

porary documents, the result has been such as to justify the utmost

caution about believing anything as a matter of history which is un-

supported by indubitable contemporary evidence.

But the lack of such evidence for almost all history is lamentable.

Within the narrow scope of our own national existence one would hardly

1 The Missouri Historical Society, of St. Louis, at its meeting on June 17,1-7."..

adopted resolutions recommending Unit a national historical convention should be held

dining the Centennial anniversary of l*7(i, and that all the historical societies of the

country should participate in it. If such a convention should be held, it would

certainly be a favorable tiiue to consider all plans which might be proposed to ren-

der town and county historical societies more permanent and enduring, and among
them the plan suggested in this paper might find a place.
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believe. wln li;id never attempted to find it, how scanty is the material

available for anything like a detailed, or even a discriminating gen-

eral history. Just now the Centennial of our independence is call-

ing attention to the history of one hundred years ago; and no fact

connected with that history is more striking than the dearth of mate-

rials from which it coivld be constructed. And when we go back to

colonial times, to the settlement of the country, our most interesting

historical period, the case is still worse
;
hundreds of matters are now

the subjects of the widest differences and the sharpest disputes which

would be realily elucidated by the production of such contemporary
documents as once existed but have now disappeared.

All writings pass through three stages, which may be called the new,

the old, and the antique. In the first stage they have a value growing
out of their connection with present interests

;
in the third stage they

have a still greater value as curiosities and relics of the remote

past; in the second stage, between these two, they are at their lowest

point of interest and value. This year's almanac serves a present use,

and is valued accordingly ;

" last year's almanac "
is a synonym for what

its utterly worthless
;
but an almanac a century old is often worth its

weight in gold. It is in this second stage that most books and other docu-

ments drop out of sight and out of existence. There is not virtue enough
in them to carry them through this purgatory, and they slip into per-

dition. Nor is it only those that are without value which are thus

destroyed ; many of the most valuable come to an untimely end through
the ignorance and carelessness of those into whose hands they fall.

And here is indicated one of the chief departments of the work of

the historical library, namely, the protection of old documents until

they become antique. It is a snapper-up of uuconsidered tritles.

and does not disdain to gather even the bubbles which float on the stream

of current history, prizing them as the world will one day prize the

gems into which they shall be transformed by the magic of time. There
are thousands of printed documents of one kind and another which few

persons think of saving, but which, if preserved systematically and ar-

ranged in sets, become valuable for purposes of reference in a very few

years. And this is a kind of work requiring painstaking and -patience
rather than the expenditure of much money. The breaking up of pri-

vate collections is the great opportunity for the historical library, which
should always be on the alert for such chances. No scrap should be
allowed to go into the remorseless jaws of the paper mill which con-
tains anything tor which a judicious librarian would give more than the

regular price per pound ; and it is to be lamented if on the division of
an .-state books and papers of no special value except to the connoisseur

go into the hands of tlmse who will not protect them from speedy de-

struction.

One hundred years ago there were doubtless many copies of the
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various writings of Cotton Mather and Roger Williams in private hands

in Xew England. They passed into the ownership of men to whom
theological pamphlets were of no interest, and who, therefore, allowed

them to go to destruction, a few copies only having came down to us, in

fragmentary condition, to be among the greatest desiderata of the bibliop-

olist and the historical library. The simple existence in a community of

an historical library will do much to preserve valuable material for

future history from destruction. Many public spirited persons will sac-

rifice what little profit they might derive from the sale of old paper, and'

present their pamphlets, etc., to the library ;
while many others, receiv-

ing their first intimation of a value in such things, will be careful of them
in their own interest, which is the next best thing to turning them iu

tor the public good.
But b3yond this, each historicil library should Jiave a certain geo-

graphical field of operations, within which it should aim. to make

thorough work of the collection of historical matter, and it should leave

out nothing which can ever become useful as material for, or illustration

of, the history of that locality. In this respect many of our historical

libraries may be charged with laxity. They either make no pretense to-

collect materials for the history of to-day, or, if they do attempt it, it is

not done with any thoroughness. They are occupied in collecting

what ought to have been preserved in previous years, and while they
thus laboriously correct the mistake of those who neglected to preserve
their o\vn annals they are committing the same mistake with reference

to the present. It is the old tendency to build monuments to the mem-

ory of the prophets whom our fathers stoned, while, with equal shortsight-

edness, we stone the prophets of our own day. To be definite, the follow-

ing might be prescribed as some of the lines on which an historical

library should work on its own special field:

First. It should secure a copy of every book or pamphlet printed in

that field, or written by a resident of it and printed elsewhere.

Second. It should keep a file of every newspaper and periodical

published within those limits of which files are not kept in some other

public library.

^Third. It should find room for, and arrange systematically, such

ephemeral productions as playbills, programmes, political posters, elec-

tion notices, and even printed ballots, all of which will some day be of

value as illustrating the public manners of the people.

Fourth. It should secure as many as possible of the private, or at

least semi-private, diaries and letters of deceased persons of prom-
inence within its field

;
it being, of course, well understood that such

documents deposited in the library will not be open to common public-

use, but kept under discreet surveillance, and made public only under

such restrictions as are imposed by good taste and strict propriety.

By persistent efforts at collecting on these general principles, and by

conducting the library in such a way as to make its value and utility
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popularly understood, in a few years a collection may be made which

will be worth, in money, much more than it has cost, and which will

have a far greater value of a kind that cannot be estimated in dollars

and cents. Supposing a collection of this kind had been made in om-

ul' the States of the Union covering a period of twenty-five years at the

close of the last century, what an immense assistance it would no\v In-

to the historian of that period, and especially of that State. And yet

is there any reason to doubt that the history of the times in which we

live will be of equal interest to the historical .student of a century

hence? Whatever may be the course of events and the pi ogress of

the race in the centuries to come, no one can doubt that the nine-

teenth century will be always looked back to as an era of rare historical

importance, a formative period; and hence we should endeavor to see

the things of to-day in the light of the ages to come. To do so fully is.

of course, impossible, but we may at least approximate to this concep-

tion of the present, our familiarity with which breeds contempt for

it. The ancient nations, led either by a high sense of the prospective

value of the present, or by a fine form of the instinct of self preserva-

tion, lavished time, labor, and money without stint on the magnificent

memorials they left of their lives, conquests, and heroes. Furnished as

we are with so simple and easy a mode of erecting memorials of our

times through the means of literature, it becomes us to emulate them.

But the historical library renders other services besides the preservation

of materials for history. Prominent among its functions is that of

LTIVATING A SPIRIT OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH.

Xearly all the tendencies of our national and social life are opposed
to such a spirit. The eye of America is fixed on the future. Her atti-

tude is well described in the language of Paul: "Forgetting those

things which are behind and reaching forth unto those things which

arc before." To the first settlers in the New World the past represented

simply a state of things from which they had escaped, and for which

they had neither regrets nor respectful memories. Their golden age
was emphatically before them, and as they put their hand to the plow
iu the virgin soil of a new continent, they were not tempted to look

back. Rejoicing in their freedom to devise their own ways, they turned

the leaf in the book of history, and as they inscribed the record of their

conquests on a new page, they scorned to turn back the leaf in search

of precedents. What more natural than that they should have imbibed
the spirit of iconoclasm, and that that spirit should have descended to

their posterity in even exaggerated proportions.

Probably no people ever drank so deeply of that spirit as we have

done: it has entered into our very being and been manifested in every

department of public and private life. The name "Yankee notions," as

a commercial term, is a tribute to the restless inventiveness which can-

not be satisiied with the old ways of doing things, and constantly pro-
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duces new, if not always better. Nor is American inventiveness equal
to the task of supplying the American demand for novelties. We have

furnished the best market for those of other lands. No other nation

has been so ready and even eager in obedience to the dictates of

fashion. Not less characteristic of this feature of the national character

are the demands in literature. The newspaper and the novel have been

the staple of our reading, and. it has required but a small community to

sustain a daily paper and several news stands. The book store inde-

pendent of the news stand is much slower in finding room for itself.

And even into the sacred domain of religion, where, if anywhere, should

be found conservatism and the historic spirit, has this craving for

progress and change penetrated.
These are straws on the surface of the current which show its direc-

tion and its speed. They are certainly sufficient to alarm those who
believe that there is safety only in old paths. They are sufficient

to make all thoughtful persons desire to see employed whatever

measures are practicable to check this current and prevent its ex-

cessive flow. The occurrence of the Centennial of American indepen-
dence is to be rejoiced in as an influence in this direction. Especially
is it gratifying to see with how much heartiness the people generally
are entering into its observance. It will prevent our being cited as a

convincing evidence that republics are ungrateful. But it is to be

feared that, after carrying out this celebration in the American way of

doing with all our might whatever we do, we shall drop back into the

old forgetfulness and disregard for the past. We need a more thorough

imbuing with the historic spirit than we shall get from such a brief glow
of patriotic ardor. This spirit is needed, in the first place, to give

character and stability to our governments, national and local. It is

needed also to counteract the influence of mischievous reformers, so

called, in all departments of social life. The American feeling of inde-

pendence from the control of the past furnishes an excellent foundation

for most radical and ruinous ideas as to the social relations. Nothing
will do more to show the emptiness and the danger of such ideas than a

knowledge of history nor to make people cautious about admitting them

than the disposition to judge things by their fruits, which is so closely

allied with the historic spirit.

Again, this spirit is needed to give to the national character more of

strength, symmetry, and fixedness. The American, as he is caricatured

by his neighbors among the nations, is conceited, vacillating, and sor-

did. While we are not likely to ask for the gift of seeing ourselves as

others see us to the extent of accepting these caricatures as true rep-

resentations of the American character, to give us more steadiness

of purpose, to make us less eager in the pursuit of material good, and

to inculcate in us that humility which is the secret and the foundation

of true greatness, nothing is better fitted than the study of history and

the cultivation of historical tastes.
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It is now time to consider the question, how does the historical li-

brary operate in the cultivation of such a spirit ? In the lirst place, by

furnishing material it makes the study of history easy and pleasant,

and thus promotes the increase of historical literature, and of historical

allusions and historical accuracy in all kinds of literature. Again, it

attracts visitors by its exhibit of curiosities, whether in the way of books

or of other objects of interest, and by its whole atmosphere, as well as

by the special interest aroused by the sight of particular objects, tends

to create and develop historical tastes in those visitors. And just

here a few words may properly bs said -as to the propriety and utility

of a collection of relics in connection with an historical library. There

G\U hardly be a doubt, on the one hand, that such a collection will do
much to quicken the interest, especially of young parsons, in historical

subjects, nor, on the other hand, that relics are often the means of in-

culcating mistaken notions and doing more harm than good. Historical

curiosities naturally divide themselves into two classes: first, those which

illustrate the manners and customs of ancient times and extinct races,

and, second, those which have no value beyond that imparted to theu>

by their adventitious connection with some historical event. In the first

class would be included Indian weapons and implements, and whatever

articles were used by the people in any walk of 'life in previous times,

that differ from those now used. In the second class would fall such relics

as a piece of the stone on which John Smith's head was laid when he was

.
saved by Pocahontas, or a chip from a spar of Paul Jones's flag-ship.

Sometimes objects belonging in the first class are made of additional

interest by placing them also in the second
; thus, an In lian war club

gains greatly by being labeled Powhatan's war club, and a quaint

looking piano of the last century by having belonged in the Wash-

ington family. The two classes are, however, quite distinct, and in view

of the contempt into which relics of the second class have fallen, in the

estimation of most persons of good judgment, a contempt into which

they have well nigh dragged the other class of historical curiosities, it-

is not too much to advise that this second class be rejected, with very
few exceptions, from every public collection, and that objects belonging
to the first class be not given the character of relics of special persons
or particular events without the most absolute certainty as to the truth

of their claims. Purged of the relic element, a collection of historical

curiosities will commend itself to all as of great value in the study of

history, and as a useful if not necessary adjunct to the historical library.

Xor will the influence of the historical library in cultivating the his-

toric spirit be confined to those who visit it and examine its treasures
;

but it will be extended in some degree to all who see the place and know
of its uses, and to all who even hear of its existence. If the rooms were
never opened to the public, it would still exercise the same influence for

good that is ascribed to statues and monuments in public places, link-

ing the past to the present, and reminding a busy generation that there
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is such a thing as history; ami just as far as this influence goes, it will

be in favor of intelligent conservatism in politics, society, and morals.

Nothing has thus far been said of private historical libraries, but this-

is a part of the subject which should not pass unnoticed. The best, not

the largest, but the most complete, historical libraries in the country

are, or have been, private collections. Indeed, it is doubtful whether this-

is not necessarily so, for it is very rarely, if ever, that a man can be

found who will employ those rare faculties and accomplishments that

go to make up a good book collector so assiduously and untiringly on

behalf of a public institution as for his personal gratification. In fact,

the finest scent for historical and literary treasures, and the true genius
for accumulation, are so closely allied to a desire for the gratification to-

be derived only from personal possession, that it would be contrary to

nature to find them apart from an opportunity for the indulgence of this

desire. Nor need we wish it were otherwise. We may in thoughtless
moments condemn the conduct of the individual collector who competes

successfully with the public library in the gathering of literary treas-

ures, and guards them so jealously when obtained that they seem to be-

of no use to himself or any one else. But when we consider that these

treasures are thus at least preserved, that they are likely to be sa classi-

fied and arranged as to enhance their value, and that the probabilities-

that the collection will finally become a public one are so great as to

amount to a certainty in most cases, we shall be more likely to rejoice

in the efforts of the collector and count him a public benefactor.

The Prince Library, in Boston, which is the finest collection extant ot

Puritan annals, the Peter Force collection of historical publications, in

the Library of Congress at Washington, the library of James Lenox,,

of New York, soon to be accessible to the public by the raunificense of

its owner, and that of the late J. Carter Brown, of Providence, are tine

examples of what can bsdone by individual enterprise and skill in library

making. There are many instances throughout the country of similar

success in collecting, followed by similar results for the public good.
Even when one of these private collections is dispersed, it is generally

the case that the books are better in some respects, such as binding and

the completeness of sets, than when they went into the collection, so that

it can at least be said that there is little danger of any loss to the world

arising from the gratification of the tastes of the collector.

Thus have been briefly indicated a few of the chief points in favor of

historical libraries. Do we not find here sufficient reason why their for-

mation should be encouraged and their use by and influence over the

public increased by way of available means? Most, if not Jill, of our

public historical libraries belong to societies, and are the result of the-

voluntary efforts of individuals thus associated, not for their own emol-

ument or enjoyment, but for the good of the public and of posterity.

With few, if any, exceptions, these societies admit the public to the use

of their libraries for legitimate purposes, without restrictions hevoml
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those employed in other public libraries. Hence it would seem proper

for the cities and States interested in these libraries, and profiting by
their existence, to make generous appropriations of funds to aid them

in the purchase of valuable historical matter and to assist in their main-

tenance as public libraries? Such appropriations have sometimes been

made; they ought to be more common.

A word should also be said in favor of the establishment of an histori-

cal department in general public libraries where no special historical

library exists; not merely a department of general history, but one

which shall do for the locality the work described in the former part of

this paper as that of an historical library in its special geographical field.

This department can be conducted in connection with the other depart-

ments of a general library at a slight expense of money and of time;

.and no public library which is the only literary centre of a community

ought to neglect it. As has been intimated, the productions of the pen
iire the best memorials. Stately halls and solid monuments of stone

will survive the shocks of but a few centuries. Books come nearer to

immortality than any other production of man's skill or labor.

III. SKETCHES OF INDIVIDUAL SOCIETIES

IN ALAU.VMA, CALIFORNIA, CONNECTICUT, DELAWARE, GEORGIA, ILLINOIS, INDIANA,

IOWA. KENTUCKY, MAINE, MARYLAND, MASSACHUSETTS, MICHIGAN, MINNESOTA,

MISSOURI, NEW HAMPSHIRE, NEW JERSEY, NEW YORK, OHIO, OREGON, PENNSYL-

VANIA, RHODT: ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA, TENNESSEE, TEXAS, VERMONT, VIRGINIA,
WKST VIRGINIA, WISCONSIN.

The subjoined sketches, compiled from answers to inquiries sent to

the officers of the respective societies, and from printed reports of the

societies, contain specific information, most of which could not be pre-

sented in tabular form.

ALABAMA. HISTORICAL SOCIETY, TUSCALOOSA, ALA.

This society, organized in 1851, was inactive during the late war, and

has been revived only within the past year. The terms of membership
are election and payment of an entrance fee of 10. There are 50

members. Meetings, with discussions and addresses, are held yearly.

The society has published a few pamphlets on local history, but none

of these are for sale or exchange.
The library contains 250 boqnd volumes and a small collection of

pamphlets, all of which have been obtained by gift and exchange.
The society has neither building nor funds, and its collections are, for

the present, deposited in the library of the University of Alabama, at

Tuscaloosa.

Dr. James Guild, president; W. S. Wyman, secretary.

SOCIETY OF CALIFORNIA PIONEERS, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

This society was founded in August, 1850, by the pioneers who arrived

before January 1, 1850. The number of members is about 1,300. It has
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a permauent fund of 8250,000 and an annual income of $15.000. .Tames

Lick, of San Francisco, Las given about 1,000,000 to the society. The

greater portion of this, however, is in expectancy ;
the society being

residuary legatee.

The library, which is free to the public, contains 2,500 volumes per-

taining to the history of the Pacific coast, 1,500 pamphlets, and 1,000

manuscripts. About thirty American and twenty foreign periodicals
are taken

;
also twenty-five daily, ten weekly, twenty monthly, and four

quarterly publications. The specialty of the library is to collect and

preserve all books and manuscripts pertaining to the settlement and

history of the Pacific coast. The society has also a niiueralogical cab-

inet.

The society owns the library building, which is fire proof and cost

$25,000. The yearly cost of administration is about 83,500. The fiscal

year begins July 7, the anniversary of the raising of the American flag

on the Pacific coast in 1846.

Lewis K. Lull, librarian.

TERRITORIAL PIONEERS OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

This society, organized November 10, 1874, limits its membership to

those citizens who resided in the Territory of California prior to Sep-
tember 9, 1850, the date of its admission into the Union. The terms of

membership are the payment of an entrance fee of $5 and an annual

subscription of $6. The payment of $75 constitutes a life member.
The present number of members is 380. The meetings for discussions

and addresses are held monthly; regular meetings quarterly.

The first volumes of the society's proceedings are in preparation, and
will be exchanged as soon as published. Papers not in print are : Early

History of the Drama in California, and a paper read before the associa-

tion, by lion. John C. Birch, on Theodore D. Judah, the man who proved
the practicability of the Pacific Kailroad, and the early history of that

enterprise.

The special objects of the society are : First, to compile the early

history of the Pacific coast
j second, to form a library for the diffusion of

useful knowledge; third, to form a cabinet of minerals and geological

curiosities
; fourth, to study literary and scientific subjects by means of

lectures, etc.

The library contains 530 volumes, mostly of an historical character,

about one-eighth of which have been purchased, and the remainder

given by members of the association. The library is free to the public.

The society owns no property other than its collections. Its annual

income is nearly $2,000, derived from membership dues.

James M. McDonald, president ; Emory L. AVillard, secretary.

CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, HARTFORD, CONN.

The society was incorporated in 1825. There has been no recent

enumeration of members. Membership is not limited. Resident meni-
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bers pay $3 on admission, and $2 annual assessment. Xo payments
are called for from honorary or corresponding members. The fiscal

year begins in June. Meetings are held monthly, from September to

May, inclusive, but there is no established course for discussions and

addresses.

The publications of the society are Collections of the Connecticut

Historical Society, Vols. I and II
5 price $2 a volume. Vol. Ill is in

press.

The specialty of the library is American, State, and local history.

The number of bound volumes is about 1G,000, obtained by gift, pur-

chase, exchange, and deposit. The number of unbound pamphlets is

about 20,000. There are several thousand manuscripts, mainly of revo-

lutionary and ante-revolutionary times, including the manuscripts or

the first and second Governors Trurnbull, the Wolcott papers, Silas

Deaue's correspondence, and the Wadsworth correspondence. The col-

lection of publications of kindred societies is tolerably large. There is

no printed catalogue, b'ut a manuscript card catalogue, and a manu-

script finding list of printed books.

The printed books in the library are accessible to all members, and,

at the discretion of the executive committee, to visitors who are not

members. Access to the manuscript collection can be had only by vote

of the executive committee. .

The society has the light of permanent occupancy of a wing of the

Wadsworth Athenaeum, which is nearly fire proof. Besides its collec-

tions it has no property, but has a permanent fund of 89,000, the in-

come from which and from the annual dues of members amounts to

about $1,500 annually. The library is exempt from taxation.

The bibliography of works produced by muinbers of the SDciety has

not been printed. It comprises several hundred titles.

J. Hammond Trumbull, president; Charles J. Hoadley, secretary.

AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, NEW HAVEN, CONN.

The library of the American Oriental Society was founded in 1843,
and is at present kept in the library of Yale College, at New Haven,
but is liable to be removed to any other place that may in future become
the headquarters of the society.

Th3 fiscal year begins in May. The increase in the library during
the year ending May, 1874, was 75 books and 73 pamphlets, all received

by gift or exchange. The number of volumes is 3,175; number of

manuscripts, 130. The specialty of the library is Oriental literature.

It is both a circulating and reference library, and Is for the use of mem-
bers of the society, but is also freely opened to scholars desiring to use

it. There is no printed catalogue, but a manuscript card catalogue,

complete but unarranged.
The librarian is chosen at the annual meeting of the society in Bos-

ton, and is responsible to the board of directors of the society.
Addisoii Van Same, librarian.
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NEW HAVEN COLONY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, NEW HAVEN, CONX.

Tliis society was organized in November, 1862. The number of mem-
bers is 42; 24 life aud 18 annual. Membership is not limited. The

payment of $50 constitutes a life member, 85 an annual member.

Meetings are held bi-monthly ; and papers are read in the months of

December, January, February, and March.

The only publication of the society is Papers of the New Haven

Colony Historical Society, Vol. I
; price $3. For sale at the rooms of

the society.

The object of the society is to collect and preserve whatever objects

of any kind " may be connected with or may illustrate the local history
of the towns included within the ancient New Haven Colony." Also,
to secure traditions, "encourage historical and antiquarian research,

and disseminate historical information^" The number of volumes in the

library is between 400 and 500. No attempt has been made to estab-

lish a library in the prope r sense, and the books and pamphlets in pos-

session of the society have been received by gift and exchange.
The society owns no building and has no property besides its collec-

tions. Its annual income is from $100 to $200, derived from member-

ship fees and a small fund. There is no permanent fund
;
the sum of

$1,200 is invested, but maybe expended at any time. The collections,

which are free for reference, are kept in the City hall.

Among the works by members of the society are : History of the

Protestant Episcopal Church in Connecticut, two volumes, aud Life

of Samuel Johnson, first president of Columbia College, by Kev. E. E.

Beardsley ;
Genesis of the New England Churches, by Eev. Leonard Ba-

con
; sundry volumes of Historical Collections, by Jno. W. Barber

;
Life

of Admiral Foote, and other books, by Prof. James M. Hoppin ;
The

Holy Land, by S. D. Phelps.
Rev. E. E. Beardsley, president; Rev. "William G. Andrews, secre-

tary.

NEW LONDON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, NEW LONDON, CONN.

This society, incorporated July, 1870, and organized in 1872, has

about 250 members. The payment of $20 constitutes a life member; of

$1 per annum, an annual member. Yearly meetings are held, at which

addresses are delivered.

Besides the library, the society has a museum of historical relics,

Indian and other aboriginal curiosities. The number of bound volumes

in the library is 200: of unbound pamphlets, 500; of manuscripts, 50.

All of the books have been obtained by gift. There is no catalogue.

The library is free to members and the public.

The society owns no property other than its collections, and its only

income is from membership dues, and contributions.

Lion. L. F. S. Foster, president; W. H. Starr, secretary.
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DELAWARE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AVILMIM . I < ..\. DEL.

The society was organized in May, 1804, and has about 75 active,

besides life and honorary members. Membership is not limited; the

terms are election and payment of dues. Meetings tor discussions and

addresses are held monthly ;
there are also special addresses at appointed

times.

The specialty of the library is State history. The number of bound
volumes is 450; of pamphlets, 500, and manuscripts about 100. The

library has no fund, and is mainly dependent upon gifts and exchai

for its increase. The yearly iticome is about $250. The amount paid
for books, periodicals, and binding is about 8100 a year. The society

owns no property other than its library.

Joseph II. Walter, corresponding secretary.

GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, SAVANNAH, GA.

This society was organized in December, 1839. The number of mem-
bers is 400. There is no limit to membership. The terms are, payment
of an initiation fee of 5, and of an annual subscription of 85. Meet .

ings are held monthly.
The publications of the society are : Collections of the Georgia

Historical Society, Yols. I, II, and III, price of Yols. II and III,

$3 each; Yol. I is out of print; Wilde's Summer Kose, price 81.50;
and a number of fugitive publications in pamphlet form. There is

also, in pamphlet form, Part 1 of a third volume of collections on the

Indians.of Georgia; but the volume was never completed, and another

one, entitled Yol. Ill, was published in 1873, containing letters of

Oglethorpe and Wright. The price of the part of a volume is 81.

These publications are for sale at the library in Savannah, and are for

exchange on the usual terms.

The number of bound volumes in the library is 9,31'G; of unbound

pamphlets, 2,073; of manuscripts, 100. The department of American
and State history is the most complete. The manuscript collection,

though not large, contains some valuable records. Among these is the

record of the proceedings of the trustees of the colony, and a large
mass of material procured by the State of Georgia, through an agent
sent to England for the purpose, from the public records and state

paper offices in London, and deposited in this library by order of the

legislature. There are also other manuscripts relating to ante-

revolutionary history.

A reading room is connected with the library, and besides a number
of daily papers on lile, the society subscribes to nine weeklies, twenty
monthlies, and nine quarterlies. American and foreign.

Exchanges of the society's publications are made with most of the

kindred societies in the United States and a few foreign.

There is no printed catalogue. About five-sevenths of the collec-
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tions have been purchased, and two-sevenths received by gift. The

yearly accessions to the library average 600 volumes.

The building occupied by the society was presented to it by Mrs. W.
B. Hodgson and Miss Telfair, and is valued at $50,000. The society

also owns a building originally occupied by the library, valued at $12,000.

Its annual income is $5,000, derived from rents, and dues of members
The library has always been exempt from State tax, and in 1868 was

exempted from city tax.

The librarian receives a salary of $1,000, and the treasurer receives

commissions on collections. The annual cost of administration is $1,250.

The average annual expenditure for books is $800; for periodicals, $250 ;

for binding, $100.

The following works are by members of the society: Historical

Sketch of the Chatham Artillery ;
Historical Sketch of Tomo-chi-chi,

Mico of the Tamacraws ; Antiquities of the Southern Indians, particu-

larly the Georgia tribes, all by C. C. Jones, jr. ;
Wilde's Summer Rose

;

or, the Lament of the Captive, by Anthony Barclay ;
Life of George M.

Troup, by Edward J. Harden.

Hon. H. E. Jackson, president; W. Grayson Maun, corresponding

secretary.

CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY, CHICAGO, ILL.

The library of this society was begun in April, 1856, and before its

destruction in the great fire of 1871 contained 17,000 bound volumes

and 95,000 pamphlets, not including duplicates. It had a fund of $17,000,
and owned real estate valued at $50,000. The building was considered

fire proof throughout, but both building and library were entirely de-

stroyed.
The society has lately resumed active operations under very encour-

aging circumstances. The number of members is about two hundred.

There is a special fund of $27,000, and a general fund of $17,000. The
new collection numbers about 300 bound volumes and as many pam-
phlets.

B. F. Culver, secretary.

INDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

The society was incorporated in January, 1831. For a number of years

previous to 1873 it remained in a state of inaction. In the month of Octo-

ber of that year a public meeting was held at Indianapolis, for the pur-

pose of re-organizing the society and placing it in a working condition

on a permanent basis. The regular meetings are to be held at Indian-

apolis in January of each year.

The object of the society is to collect materials relating to the natural,

civil, and political history of Indiana. The collection of books is valua-

ble but not large, numbering only about 2,500 volumes.

John B. Dillon, secretary.

22 E
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IOWA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, IOWA CITY, IOWA.

The society was organized January 30, 1857, and is connected with

the State University. The fiscal year begins January 1. The number

of members is 330. Membership is not limited; the conditions are the

payment of an' initiation fee of $3 and an annual subscription of $1.

Meetings for discussions and addresses are held yearly.

The publications of the society are the Annals of Iowa, a quarterly,

begun in 1803. The subscription is $1 a year; bade numbers 51) cents

each. These are exchanged with other historical societies, excepting
the numbers for 1864, which are out of print.

The specialty of the society is the collection of facts relating to the

early history of Iowa, and of the newspapers of the State.

The number of bound volumes in the library is 3,773; of unbound

pamphlets, 4,531, and of manuscripts, 233. The entire collection has

been received by gift. The manuscript collection consists mainly
of biographies of eminent persons, now or formerly citizens of Iowa,

of historical narratives relating to the early settlement of the State,

and of military history relating to the late war. The newspaper
collection embraces files of most of the principal weekly newspapers
of the State, from the foundation of the society to the present time.

There is a considerable collection of the publications of kindred socie-

ties.

The society owns no building nor property other than its collections.

Its yearly income is about $520, including a grant of $31)0 from the

State.

William G. Hammond, president; Frederick Lloyd, corresponding

secretary.

HISTORICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY OF MASON COUNTY, MAYS-

VILLE, KY.

This society was organized April 8, 1875. Membership is not limited.

Members pay a yearly subscription of $2. Meetings are held quarterly.
The object of the society is the "elucidation of local history and the

cultivation of physical science."

There is as yet no library. In May, 1875, was celebrated the centen-

nial of the settlement of Mason County, and the addresses, letters, and
reminiscences which that occasion called forth have been preserved
and form really the basis of the historical department. Collections of

Indian antiquities and geological specimens have been begun, and so

far consist entirely of gifts.

John (Jr. Hickman, president; Dr. Thomas E. Pickett, corresponding
secret at y.

BANGOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY, BANGOR, 3IE.

The society was incorporated March 4, 1864. The library, which is

free and used entirely for reference, contains about 50 volumes, 100
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pamphlets, 100 to 150 manuscripts, and 30 or 40 volumes of newspapers.
The increase is entirely from gifts. The contributions of money average
about $25 a year.

Hon. John E. Godfrey
7
, president; Elnathan F. Duren, secretary.

MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, BRUNSWICK, ME.

The society was organized in 1822. Its membership is limited to 100,

the present number. The admission fee is $10. Two meetings are hold

each year. At the annual meeting there are public addresses, and at

the winter session papers and discussions.

The publications of the society are: Collections, first and second series,

in one volume; the first one the Discovery and Documentary His-

tory of Maine. Two volumes of documentary history are in progress,

partly printed, (April, 1875.) A specialty of the society is the collection

of Indian relics and relics of the early history, of the country.
The library contains 3,600 bound volumes, 3.600 unbound pamphlets,

over 1,000 manuscripts, and 150 bound volumes of newspapers. Works

relating to American history form the larger part of the collection. The
books have been obtained chiefly by gift and exchange. The perma-
nent fund amounts to $10,000, yielding a yearly income of six to seven

hundred dollars.

Rev. A. S. Packard, librarian.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, BALTIMORE, MD. 1

The society, organized January 27, 1844, places no limit to its mem-

bership, which is now 200. The terms are the payment of $5 per annum .

Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, except during

July, August, and September.
The publications of the society, so far as known, are : A Brief Account

of the Settlement of Ellicott's Mills, by Evan T. Ellicott, 1865; The

Maryland Historical Society in Memory of George Peabody, 1870; A
Lost Chapter in the History of the Steamboat, John H. B. Latrobe, 187 L

;

The First Steamboat Voyage on the Western Waters, John H. B. La-

trobe, 1871
;
Narrative of a Voyage to Maryland, by Father Andrew

White, S. J., with an Account of the Colony from 1635 to 1677
;
The

Lords Baltimore, John G. Morris, D. D., 1874. Such of these as are

still in print are for sale by the publisher and are exchanged with kin-

dred societies.

The library contains 15,000 bound volumes, about 800 pamphlets, and
511 manuscripts.. About 900 volumes relate to American and local

history. The manuscript collection embraces manuscripts of the Mary-
land Proprietary and State papers from 1637 to 1776, contained in 11

portfolios, and other manuscripts not arranged and belonging to I his

period;
" Gilmor" Maryland papers, covering portions of colonial his-

1 Further information tvsprcting this society will bo found in skctrhcs tf tlio J'nblir

Libraries of Baltimore, in Chapter XXXVIII, Part I, of this report.
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tory and containing many valuable documents concerning tbe French

war and Mason and Dixou's line
;
the Stevens Index to the Maryland

documents in the state paper office, London, from 1626 to 17<so
;
the

"Gist Papers'' and the u Purviance Papers," which are replete with

original letters of historical value concerning the revolutionary period.

Among the pamphlets are some, of very early dates in American history.

which are extremely rare. Eight American and four foreign periodi-

cals are taken regularly. The collection of publications of other his-

torical societies in this country is nearly complete. The* library is free

to the public. The number of persons using it in the course of the year
is estimated at 500.

The society owns its building and has a permanent fund of $20,000.

Its yearly income is $2,500, the sum of $1,500 being derived from invest-

ments, and 1,000 from membership dues. The cost of administration

averages $1,500 a year. The librarian receives a salary of $500.

John H. B. Latrobe, president; Rev. E. A. Dalrymple. corresponding

secretary.
BOSTON NO11SMATIC SOCIETY, BOSTON, MASS.

This society was founded in 1860, and has thirty active, besides seven

honorary and thirteen corresponding members. Meetings are held

monthly. The specialty of the society is its cabinet of coins, of which

there are 1,000. The library contains about 50 bound volumes and 100

pamphlets. The society publishes the American Journal of Numismatics.

It has a permanent fund of $500, and an annual income of 850.

President, Jeremiah Colburii; secretary, William S. Appletou.

CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY, BOSTON, MASS. 1

This library was begun in 1853, by the American Congregational As-

sociation, whose object is to maintain in the city of Boston a Congrega-
tional house for the meetings of the body and for the furtherance of its

general purposes; to found and perpetuate a library of books, pam-

phlets, and manuscripts, and a collection of portraits and relics of the

past; and to do whatever else, within the limits of its charter, shall

serve to illustrate Congregational history and promote the interests of

the Congregational churches. The association is composed of members
of orthodox Congregational churches, paying each $1 or more into its

tieasury. Meetings aie held annually in May.
The library contains 22,895 bound volumes, 95,000 pamphlets, and 550

manuscripts, besides 26 bound volumes of manuscripts. The increase

during the year ending May, 1875, was 4,735 volumes. It is free to tin-

public as a reference library. The specialty of the library is Congrega-
tional history.

There is no income for library purposes, except for the payment of a

librarian and assistant. The library has no available endowment fund,

Fmtlier information respecting thia library will be found in Sketches of Public

Libraries of JJostou, Cbn\>\< i \\.\V11I, Tart II, of this report
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but owns its building, which has a capacity for 80,000 volumes, and with

the land is valued at $500,000.

Rev. Isaac P. Laugworthy, secretary and librarian.

(

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, BOSTON, MASS. 1

The society, organized in 1791, and incorporated in 1794, is by its

charter limited to 100 members. The present number is 99. Member-

ship is by election, and regular or resident members must be citizens

of the State. The fiscal year begins April 1. Meetings, for discussions

and addresses, are held monthly.
The publications of the society are Collections, in 41 volumes, and

Proceedings, in 10 volumes; sold at the rooms of the society.

The library numbers 23,000 bound volumes, 45,000 pamphlets, and

1,000 bound folio volumes of manuscripts, rich in colonial and revolu-

tionary papers. The specialty of the society is American history, gen-
eral and local. The collection of publications of kindred societies is

large and complete. The larger proportion of the library has been re-

ceived by gift. The accessions average 500 volumes a year. The library

it used both as a reference and circulating library, by members and

scholars. Besides the printed catalogues, dated 1796, 18 LI, and 1859-'60

there is a manuscript card catalogue, and a catalogue of the pamphlets,

maps, and works of art.

The society-owns its building, which is valued at $160,000, has a per-

manent fund of $150,000, and a yearly income of $15,000, derived from

membership dues, interest on funds, and rent of the building.

The librarian is chosen by the society. None of the officers receives

a salary.

Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, LL.D., president; Rev. Chandler Bob-

bins, D.I)., corresponding secretary.

NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC-GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, BOSTON, MASS. 1

This society, organized in January, 1845, and incorporated in March

of.the same year, has 388 life members and 452 resident members, mak-

ing 840 active members, besides which there are 12 honorary and .">0f>

corresponding members. Membership is by election and is not limited.

The requirements are the payment of an admission fee of .5 and of a

yearly subscription of $3. The payment of $30 constitutes a life mem-
ber. Meetings, with discussions and addresses, are held ou the lirst

AYednesday of each month, July and August exempted.
The publications of the society are: The New England Historical ami

Genealogical Register, 28 volumes, completed, and two quarterly num-
bers of the twenty-ninth volume, issued, at $3 a year; annual addiv>-<-

or proceedings since 1862, in pamphlet form, and occasional addre>v, >

and papers- before and since; and a discourse on the twenty-fifth anni-

1 Further information respecting this society will be found in Sketches of

Libraries of Boston, Chapter XXXVIII, Part II, of this report.
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vrrsary of incorporation, by Rev. E. F. Slafter. None of the publica-

tions, except the Register, have been sold. The society can supply the

Register since 18(59, with odd numbers since 1865, but has none of the

rest for sale. All of the annual proceedings and other publications are

out of print, except those from 1803 to 1875, inclusive.

A specialty of the society is the collection of historical relics relating

to New England history.

The number of bound volumes in the library is 12,337; of pamphlets,

40,414; of manuscripts, about 40,000. The specialties of the library are

local history, biography, and genealogy, which, together, comprise
about two-thirds of the library. The books have, with very few excep-

tions, been received by gift. The collection of the publications of kin-

dred societies in the United States is quite complete. There is no

printed catalogue. The library is almost exclusively for reference, and

is free to all who desire to use it. It is daily consulted by an average
number of 40 persons.

The yearly accessions during the last three years have averaged 4,986

works. The average increase for the last thirty years has been 411 vol-

umes. 1,347 pamphlets, and 1,300 manuscripts each year.

The librarian and assistant librarian receive $1,000 and $312 a year,

respectively.

The society owns the building it occupies, which was purchased by
members for 840,000. It has, also, several funds, as follows: The
Bond fund, $475.87. for the purchase of books

;
the Barstow fund, $1,000,

for binding; the Towne fund, $3,595.23, for printing biographies of de-

ceased Diembers; the life fund, $8,247.74, being the money received for

life membership, which is required to be invested
;
and the librarian's

fund, $11,000, contributed by members for the support of a librarian.

The permanent fund of the society is $76.000, of which the sum of

$50,000 is invested in the building. The annual income is $2,887.42, of

which the sum of $1,323.75 is derived from admission fees and assess-

ment of members, $616.67 from the life membership fund, and $947 from

the librarian's fund.

Such manuscripts and books as cannot be duplicated are kept in a

fire proof vault.

Members of the society have during each year in its history produced
valuable works, but they are too numerous for a list to be given here.

Hon. Marshall P. Wilder, president; Rev. Edmund F. Slafter, corre-

>|M)iuling secretary.

T NniERSALIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY, COLLEGE HILL, MASS.

This society was organized in 1834. Membership is dependent merely

upon signing the constitution, and the number of members is unknown.

The object of the society is to collect and preserve facts belonging to

the history and condition of the doctrine of Universalism, together with

books and papers having reference to the same subject." Yearly meet-

ings are held.
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The library contains about 1,500 volumes, of which number about

three-fourths have been purchased, and the remainder received by gift.

The average yearly increase is about 50 volumes. The collection em-

braces not only works in favor of the Universalist faith, but the more

important ones against it, especially such as are in any way distinguished
as marking a point in the history of Uuiversalisui or eliciting any con-

troversy.

The library is free to all. It occupies a part of Tufts College library
room. The income is indefinite, being derived wholly from collections

and gifts.

Prof. Thomas J. Sawyer, secretary.

DEDHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY, DEDHAM, MASS.

This society, organized in 1859, has 43 members. Membership is by
election, and is not limited. Quarterly meetings are held, at which

there are discussions and occasional reading of papers.

The object of the society is "the collection and preservation of books,

pamphlets, and mementos relating to the earlier history of the New
England colonies, and especially the town of Dedham, and the prepara-
tion of historical papers relating to the early history of the town."

The library contains, 500 volumes, about 300 pamphlets, and 50 manu-

scripts, all of which have been given. The average yearly increase is

about 25 volumes.

The society has no building ;
the library is kept in the county court

bouse in Dedham. The income is about $50 a year, derived from assess-

ments on members.

H. O. Hildreth, president ;
Rev. Carlos Slafter, corresponding secre-

tary.

OLD RESIDENTS' HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, LOWELL, MASS.

Thjs society, organized in November, 1868, admits to its membership

any person who was a resident of Lowell at the time of the organ i/a-

tion of the city government, May 2, 183(5, or prior to that date, or who
has resided in Lowell twenty-five years and attained the age of forty-

five. The present membership is 200. Meetings are held quarterly.

The society published, in 1874, Contributions of the Old Residents'

Historical Association.

The objects of the society are to "collect, arrange, preserve, and from

time to time publish, any facts relating to the history of the city of

Lowell, as also to gather and keep all printed or written documents, as

\vell as traditional evidence of every description, relating to the city."

The society has no library, but possesses a small collection of pam-

phlets and manuscripts, less than 300 in all, relating entirely to the

history of the city since 1824. It has a permanent land of $400, and
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an annual income of $200, derived from members' subscriptions. No
salaries are paid.

Alfred Oilman, secretary.

PILGRIM SOCIETY, PLYMOUTH, MASS.

This society, organized in 181*0. requires no conditions for member-

ship, except the payment of an entrance fee. The number of mem-

bers is ."").()()(). Meetings are held twice a year. A specialty of the sodet\

is a cabinet of relics of the pilgrims, 1G2U.

The library contains 2,000 bound volumes, 2,000 pamphlets, and 200

manuscripts, all of which have been donated. The collections are in i

to the public.

The society owns its building, valued at $8,000, and a number of

pictures and engravings, besides its other collections. Its permanent
fund is 7(10, and its annual income $1,200, derived from entrance Icel-

and assessments on members. None of the officers receives a salary.

William T. Davis, president; William S. Dauforth, secretary.

ESSEX INSTITUTE, SALEM, MASS.

The Institute was formed by the union of the Essex Historical Society

(incorporated 1821) and the Essex County Natural History Society, (in-

corporated 1830,) and was organized under a charter granted in IS IN,

The number of members is not limited, and is at present 480. The

membership fee is $3 a year. The fiscal year begins on the second

Wednesday in May. Regular meetings, with discussions and addre-

are held on the first and third Mondays of each month
; besides, there

are field and other special meetings. The publications of the society are

Historical Collections of Essex Institute. 11 volumes, 83 a volume :

and Bulletin of Essex Institute, $L a year; for sale at the rooais of

the society.

The specialty of the society is collecting materials to illustrate tin

history of Essex County. The library contains 30,055 volumes, 105.40s

pamphlets, and 100 bound volumes of manuscripts, besides a sufficient

number unbound to make about 100 volumes more. There are al>

about 120 log books. Besides its historical collection, the society has a

musical library and a museum containing a large number of antiquar-
ian and historical relics, paintings, engravings, etc., and an extensm
scientific collection. All have been obtained by gift and exchange.
The collection of publications of kindred societies in the United States

is nearly if not quite complete. There is no printed catalogue, but card

and box catalogues in manuscript. The library is chiefly for reference,
but has a small circulation. It is free to members and students.

The society owns a small building reconstructed from the first meet-

ing house of Hi:>4, and has invested funds amounting to $10,000. The

yearly income is $2,500. None of the officers receives a salary.

Henry Wheatland, president; A. S. Packard, jr., and George M.

\Vhipple, secretaries.
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AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, WORCESTER, MASS.

This society, organized in 1812, limits its American membership to

140, but does not limit the number of foreign members. Members must
be nominated by the council and elected by the society. The present
number is 140. The fiscal year begins October 22. Two meetings are

held annually : one at Boston in April, the other at Worcester in Octo-

ber.

The publications of the society are Archaeologia Americana, 1 Vol. I,

'The American Antiquarian Society has devoted the fifth aud sixth volumes of its

Archteologia toa repnblication of the History of Printing in America, by Isaiah Thomas,
LL. D., its first president and prominent founder.

The original work came from the press in 1810. Mr. Thomas, some years later, formed
the design of issuing a new edition, for which he gradually made preparation in an

interleaved copy. Thus many corrections aud additions, and also some curtailments

aud some changes of position, were provided for. It was a favorite purpose with him
to attach to the new edition as complete a list as practicable of publications prior to

1776 in what is now the United States ; and he bestowed a good deal of labor on the

collection of titles, which he desired to arrange under the names of their printers or

publishers.

As Mr. Thomas never found time to complete his revised copy for the press, he left

his materials to the American Antiquarian Society to be used at its discretion. And
now the work of republication has been carried out, preserving, so far as it could well

be done under a change of times aud circumstances, the identity of the author's plan
and method of execution.

Two important changes, however, nave been made : First, in omitting his preliminary
account of the beginning and progress of the art of printing in the Old World ; second,

in arranging the titles of American publications prior to the Revolution ch'ronologi-

cally instead of under the names of printers or publishers.

The account of printing in the Old World was regarded as requiring too much modi-

fication and enlargement, in order to adapt it to the present state of information on

that subject, and as not essential to the special purpose of presenting a history of the

art in this country. It was also decided that a chronological arrangement of the list

of publications would render that portion of the work more convenient aud useful for

general reference, and also cause it to serve as an exposition of the character and

condition of American literature at each particular period, at the same time denoting

clearly its changes and progress. These points are desiderata which ordinary cata-

logues do uot provide for; and the historical inquirer who wishes to know what was

written and printed at a particular time, and what were then the subjects of public
interest and discussion, has heretofore had no such ready source of information as a

list of contemporary publications will supply.
The reduction of titles gathered from miscellaneous sources, and but partially

susceptible of being verified by collation, to a consistent and trustworthy cata-

logue that should not swell the size of the second volume beyond reasonable propor-
tions a.s compared with the first, has been the cause of much delay. The revision and

extension of the list had been undertaken by S. F. Haven, jr., M.D., and was carried

forward by him assiduously till the breaking out of the late war, when lie entered th.-

Army as surgeon, and lost his lift! at the battle of Frederirksburgh. Since the purpose
of publication was resumed, the task has fallen upon the chairman of the committee

having charge of the, printing.
With such a mass of material, much of which had never before been catalogued in

any regular way, if at all, errors and omissions must be expected to occur
;
but it may

be claimed that the foundation has been laid of a work which it will ho comparatively

easy to mature and complete.
If all persons who are cognizant of publications that have been omitted will send
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:;..10: Vol. II, is:;*;. s<)
;
Vol. Ill, 1857, $4; Vol. IV, 1 S0, $., r.o :

Vol. V. 1.S71, *l; Vol. VI, lS7f>, s.J
;
and Proceedings of t In- society from

November. 1M3, to date
;

lor sale at the rooms of the society, with the

exception of the Proceedings for October, 1814, August, 1820, and

August, 1S.".1, which are out of print.

The society has, besides its library, collections of Indian implements,

revolutionary and ante revolutionary relics, coins, paper money, etc.

The number of bound volumes in the library is (!0,l!)7. It is especi-

ally rich in American history, including local and personal history, and

early newspapers. The manuscript collection is large and varied. The

Mather and Bentley manuscripts are the most notable. The collection

of periodicals embraces many early American periodicals and some early

foreign ones, with considerable modern magazine literature, and a large

number of ephemera. The yearly accessions to the library for the last

live years have averaged 1,500 books and 6,700 pamphlets. Xo printed

catalogue lias been issued since 1837. There is, besides this, an office

catalogue, interleaved. The library is free to the public, for reference,

but books can be taken from it only by special permission of the council.

The society owns a building worth from $25,000 to .$30,000, and has

seven funds for specified purposes, amounting iu the aggregate to

(30,303.20, and yielding a yearly income of $5,800.
S. F. Haven, librarian.

HOUGH^ON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MINING INSTITUTE,

HOUGHTON, MICH.

This society, organized in March, 1866, has for its object
" to procure

and preserve whatever may relate to general history, but more especially

a memorandum of them to the society, .such deficiency may be supplied by the addition

of supplementary pages.
The unexpected size of the catalogue, even after compression and the adoption of a

smaller type, has caused the two volumes to be unequal in hi/.e, though uot more

unequal than is often the case with other publications.
The text of Vol. I is preceded by a memoir of the author, prepared by his grandson,

Hon. I'.fiijamin Franklin Thomas; and brief notices ofprinting in Spanish .French, Dutch,

and Portuguese America come before the principal subject of the work the history

of printing in English America, now the United States. A brief reference to the intro-

duction of the art in Nova Scotia and Canada is placed at the end. The appendix con-

tains a paper on printing in Mexico and Peru by Hon. John K. Bartlctt. of Rhode

Island, and some collateral matters of interest that could uot suitably be inserted in

the body of the book. The number of pages in this volume is 510.

In Vol. 11 the fust portion (pp. 1-204) is devoted to a history of newspapers and

other periodicals, and is followed by a biographical list of booksellers in the colonies,

from the tiist settlement of the country to the commencement of the revolutionary

\\:>r. The appendix includes a variety of notes, and a list of magazines and news-

papers published in lt-10, when the original edition was issued, which Mr. Thomas
sa\s he prepared with much care and labor. The catalogue of ante-revolutionary

publications and the index complete the volume, making t',t;r> pages of text and 4*

pages of index, or -,'04 more than Vol. I. The work is published in two forms:

tirst, as Arch.-e.dogia. Vo'.s. V and VI : second, as History of Printing in America,

Vols. laud II. S. F. II.
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to the natural, literary, ami ecclesiastical history of the counties, towns,

villages, mines, and mining companies on and contiguous to Lake Supe-

rior." Membership is notlimited, and the only requirements are election

and payment of $5. The present number of members is forty tivc. Meet-

ings, for discussions and addresses, are held monthly from November to

May. A specialty of the society is to collect specimens of minerals and

procure all evidences of ancient mining in the surrounding region.

The number of bound volumes in the library is 1,26(> ;
of pamphlets,

320; of manuscripts, 33; all of which have been obtained bv gift. The

manuscript collection consists principally of papers read at the society's

meetings.
The society owns no property, other than its collections. None of the

officers receives a salary.

R. Sheldeu, president; James B. Sturgis, corresponding secretary.

MICHIGAN STATE PIONEER SOCIETY,
1

LANSING, MICH.

This sdciety organized in April, 1874; has 23G members. There is no

limit to membership, and the only requisite is the payment of -$L a >ear.
There is one annual meeting, on the first Wednesday in February.
The specialty of the society is State and local history, and biography.

It is entirely dependent on contributions for the increase of its library,

which consists at present of 2 bound volumes, 20 pamphlets, and 91

manuscripts. By grant of the State legislature the society has an in-

come of $500 a year for the years 1875 and 1876; beyond this its income

is derived solely from dues of members. The collections are now by law

deposited in the State library, in care of the State librarian, but are to

be transferred to rooms in the State eapitol, when that building is fin-

ished.

Oliver C. Coinstock,
H

president ; Ephraim Longyear, corresponding

secretary.

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, ST. PAUL, MINN.

This society, organized November 15, 1849, admits any respectable

resident of Minnesota to membership on payment of $25. There are at

present 180 active, 53 corresponding, and 25 honorary members, making
a total of 258. Regular meetings arc held monthly, and occasionally

special meetings are called for the delivery of addresses or the reading
of papers.
The publications of the society are two volumes of Collections, and

two parts of a third volume relating to the history of Minnesota, which

may be obtained by exchange.
The objects of the society are to collect and preserve material relat-

ing to the history, antiquities, mid statistics of Minnesota, the North-

west, and, generally, of America; to rescue from oblivion the memory of

1

County pioneer societies have bi-rn or^ani/cd in many count ir.-t in tin- Siatr, lliir-

t<-'-n of the most important of "which- have become tributary to the State society.

EDITORS.
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its eaily pioneers, jm<l to obtain and preserve narratives of their exploits,

perils, and hardy adventures
;
to preserve memorials of its Indian tribes,

their customs, religion, and history, and to publish, from time to time,

the result of its efforts iu collecting historical information concerning

Minnesota.

The library contains 6,411 bound volumes, 0,372 pamphlets, and sev-

eral hundred manuscripts; nearly all of which have been obtained by

gift. For the past ten years there has been an average yearly incre;is,;

of 233 bound volumes. The specialty of the library is Minnesota history.

The collection in this department is claimed to be "absolutely com-

plete," containing
"
every work bearing directly or indirectly on what is

now Minnesota." The manuscript collection relates wholly to Minnesota

and the Northwest. The most valuable portion consists of the journals,

diaries, and letter books of traders and Army officers, belonging to a

period many years before the territory was organized. The collection

of publications of kindred American societies is quite full. There is no

printed catalogue. The library is only for reference, and is free to all.

The society has no building, but owns two lots worth 815,000, on

which it is proposed, ac some future day, to build. It has a permanent
fund of $1,200 and an annual income of -|2,500, derived from a State

grant. The only salary paid is 81,500 to the librarian. The library and

collection of pictures, Indian curiosities, etc., are kept in rooms furnished

by the State in the capitol. Tiie building is considered fire proof, and

the society has also a large fire proof vault for the protection of works

of especial rarity and value.

Robert O. $ \veeny, president; J. F. Williams, secretary and librarian.

MISSOURI HISTORICAL SOCIETY, ST. LOUIS, MO.

This society, organized in 186!), has 200 members. The terms of mem-

bership are the payment $5 initiation fee and $5 yearly dues. Meetings
for discussions and addresses are held monthly.
The objects of the society are: the establishment of a library and a.

cabinet of antiquities, relics, etc.
;
the collection of manuscripts and

papers possessing historical value; to provide for the complete and
scientific exploration and survey of such aboriginal monuments as exist

within the limits of the State and the Mississippi Valley ; and, in par-

ticular, to collect and preserve such historical materials as shall serve

to illustrate the settlement and growth of the city of St. Louis, State of

Missouri, and Mississippi Valley.

The number of bound volumes iu the library is 150; of pamphlets,

200; of manuscripts, about 50. The collection is free to the public for

reference.

The society has no building, but owns a lot valued at $10,000. The
annual income is about $1,000, derived from initiation fees and member-

ship dues.

John P>. Johnson, M. D., president : W. H. H. Russell, corresponding

secretary.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, CONCORD, N. H.

This society was organized in 1822, and has 144 resident active mem-
bers. Membership is not limited. The terms are, election and pay-
ment of an initiation fee of $5, and of such annual tax as may be levied,

not exceeding $3. The fiscal year begins the third Wednesday in June.

The regular meetings of the society are held quarterly, at which histori-

cal papers are usually read
;
and an address is delivered annually.

The publications of the society are: Collections, 8 volumes; for sale

at $2 and $2.50 each, except three volumes now out of print. The so-

ciety has also seven volumes of Provincial Papers of New Hampshire,

published by the State and given to the society for sale
; price, $5 a

volume.

The specialty of the library is the history of New Hampshire. The
number of bound volumes is about 5,000. No enumeration has been made
of pamphlets and manuscripts. The correspondence and other manu-

scripts of Daniel Webster have recently been given to the society,

and are deposited in its library. The collection includes most of the

publications of other historical societies. Nearly all the books have

been received by gift. The library is dependent for its increase on gifts

and exchanges. The yearly accessions average 300 volumes and 500

pamphlets. There is no printed catalogue. The library is free to the

public.

The society has a permanent fund of $1,889, and owns a building
valued at $5,000. The income of the society is about $300 a year, de.

rived from interest on permanent fund and assessments on members.

None of the officers receives a salary.

Hon. Charles H* Bell, president; Nathaniel Bouton, D. D., corre-

sponding secretary.

NEW HAMPSHIRE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, CONTOOCOOK, N. H.

This society was organized November 19, 1873, and has 34 members.

The conditions of membership are election by unanimous vote and pay-
ment of $4 a year. Meetings are held quarterly.

The publications of the society are : Who invented the American

Steamboat? by W. A. Mowry ; 8, pp. 28; and An Exposition of

the LMiilomathic Club, organized at Hopkinton, N. U., November 19,

is.")!), with a catalogue of the curious and antique articles in its posses-

sion, by Rev. Silas Ketchum; 8, pp. 388. These are for sale by the

society, and arc also for exchange. Publications of the society not in

print, are: Historical Collections of the New Hampshire Antiquarian

Society, prepared and compiled under the direction of the Historical

Committee
;
Vols. I and II, (one such volume is prepared eai;h year,)

and one volume of Scrap Collections, historical and biographical.

Besides its library, the society makes a specialty of collections, which

number as follows: 1. All implements and manufactures which illustrate
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earlier periods, 550; 2. Implements and antiquities of the North Ameri-

can Indians, 1(5(>; 3. Coins, ancient and modern, foreign and domestic.

<>57: 1. ( leology, mineralogy, and metallurgy, 1,500; 5. Natural history,

1,22(>; (5. Foreigu curiosities, 328.

The specialty of the library is books and pamphlets printed in, or re-

lating to, New Hampshire, and by New Hampshire, authors, and of these

there are SOO. The library contains, altogether, 2.02S bound volume-;,

4,300 pamphlets, 1,512 manuscripts, and (>,(!!)(> newspapers. The.

pamphlets and newspapers are from all parts of the world, and are in

twenty live different languages. The manuscript collection comprises
historical papers dating from 1G92 to 1820, of which there are 500

;
the re-

mainder comprises addresses, sermons, literary papers, old account

books, etc. The books and other collections have been acquired prin-

cipally by gift. The library is tree to the public for reference.

The society owns no building and has no permanent fund. Its yearly

income is $34(>, besides gifts. None of the officers receives a salary.

Darwin C. Blanchard, president ;-Rev. Silas Ketchutn, secretary : 11.

A. Fellows, curator and librarian.

NASHUA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, NASHUA, N. II.

This society, organized in 1870, has 61 members. The terms of mem-

bership are election and payment of $3. Business meetings are held

once iu three months; meetings for addresses and reading of papers.
on the second Monday of each month.

Besides its library, the society has a cabinet of minerals and a col-

lection of historical relics of local interest. The library contains

between 100 and 200 bound volumes, 25 pamphlets, and 25 manuscripts.

Nearly all of the books have been given, also the Collections with the

exception of three cabinets of minerals, which were purchased. The

library is free to the public for reference.

The society owns no property. Its annual income is about sioo,
derived from assessments of members. There are also occasional gifts.

No salaries are paid.

O. C. Moore, president; Henry B. Athertoti, corresponding secretary.

NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, NEWARK, N. J.

This society, organi/ed in February, 1845, has 519 members. The
conditions of membership are election and, for resident members, the

payment of s5 admission fee and *3 a year. Life membership may be,

secured at any time alter admission by the payment of $25. Kegular
meetings f.-r discussions and addresses are held in January and May.
The fiscal year begins January 1.

The publications of the society are: Collections, Vol. I, 4; Vol. II,

si : Vol. Ill, si.50: Vol. IV, *2
;
Vol. Y,*2.50; Vol. VI. *2, and supple-

ment thereto, si.50; and the Proceedings of the Society in 13 volumes,
si.50 each. These are for sale in Newark, and are exchanged with other

societies and with' individuals. Besides its library, the society has a
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cabinet of articles more or less rare and curious, relating to historical

events and personages.
The library contains 6,100 bound volumes, 5,200 pamphlets, and 2,500

manuscripts. Its specialty is New Jersey history; and about GOO vol-

umes, nearly all the manuscripts, and 200 bound volumes of newspapers
refer directly to this. Its list of publications of other historical societies

in the United States is quite complete. The books and other collections

have, with a few exceptions, been received by gift. The yearly accessions

average about 20!) books and 250 pamphlets. The library is free to the

public for reference.

The society has no building, but owns a lot selected for building
worth $ 10,000, and invested funds, miking altogether a permanent fund

of $12,000. The yearly income is $1,900, derived from membership dues

and sales of publications.

Henry W. Green, president; W. A. Whitehead, corresponding secre-

tary.
PASSAIC COUNT* HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PATERSON, N. J.

This society was organized in 1867, and has 50 members. The only
condition of membership is the payment of $1 initiation fee for men,
and 50 cents for women, and the same for yearly dues. Meetings for

discussions and addresses are held monthly.
The library comprises 300 bound volumes, 100 pamphlets, and 5

manuscripts, all of which have been given. No additions have been

made for the last two years. The catalogue is in manuscript. The

library is free to the public* for reference.

The annual income of the society is about $25. No efforts are made
to collect dues of members.

The works produced by members of the society are Historical and
Statistical Memoranda, relating to Passaic County, N. J., and Roads
and Bridges in Passaic County, N. J., both by William Nelson, libra-

rian of the society. Of the first, only 20 copies were published ;
of the

second, only 100 copies.

John J. Brown, president; Henry Waters, secretary.

VINELAND HISTORICAL AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, VINELAND, N. J.

Organized in 1864; has 50 members. The only requirement for mem-

bership is the payment of $1 initiation fee. Meetings for discussions

and addresses are held'monthly.
The library contains 200 bound volumes, 40 pamphlets, and 25 man-

uscripts, all donations. The manuscript collection consists of essays,

relating to the early history and geological formations of South Jersey

Besides its library the society has collections of local curiosities and geo-

logieal specimens, all of which have been giveu.
The society owns a small building, the first one built at Vineland,

valued at 8100, and two village lots worth $500. The income is vana

ble, being derived entirely from gifts.

David W. Allen, corresponding secretary.
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ALBANY INSTITUTE, ALBANY, N. Y.

The library of the Albany Institute was founded in 1793 by the So-

ciety for the Promotion of Agriculture, Arts, and Manufactures. The
institute itself \vas organized in 1824, and incorporated in 182!). The
conditions of membership are election and for resilient members the

payment of $5 per annum. The number of members is 204. Meetings
are held semi-monthly during nine months of the year. Addresses are

made and papers read at each regular meeting.
The publications of the society are: Transactions, 7 volumes, $2.50

a volume, and one volume of Proceedings. But few complete sets

remain in the hands of the institute; some of the volumes may, how-

ever, be had by exchange.
In addition to its library, the society has collections in natural his-

tory, which were formerly of considerable value, but are now over-

shadowed by the neighboring State Museum of Nattfral History; also

a collection of specimens of woolen cloths manufactured early in the

present century.

The library contains 6,000 bound volumes, 600 volumes of pamphlets,
and a few manuscripts. The specialty of the library is local American

history. The collection in this department includes the De Witt

Clinton newspaper files, 48 volumes. The collection of publications

of kindred societies embraces not only those of American but of

.some of the principal societies of Europe. The books and other collec-

tions have been obtained principally by gift. The accessions to the

library average about 50 volumes a year. A printed catalogue was
issued in 1855

; alphabetical, authors and subjects in the same alphabet,
with a brief classed catalogue as supplement. There is a manuscript

catalogue of the pamphlets, maps, etc. The collections are open to

members of the institute, who may draw books at pleasure.
The society owns neither building nor property. Its yearly income

is about $1,000, derived from membership dues. The only salary paid
is to the librarian, $200. No special precautions are taken to preserve
the collections from fire.

Numerous works have been produced by members of the society.

Among them are Joel Muusell's Annals of Albany, 10 volumes, 12, and
Historical Collections, 3 volumes, large 8, Beck's Medical Jurispru-

dence, and other works. Want of space forbids an extended list.

J. V. L. Pruyii, LL. D., president; Leonard Kip, corresponding sec-

retary.

CAYUGA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AUBURN, N. Y.

This society, organized March, 1876, has a vice-president in each

town in the county. Persons may become members of the society by
paving Ml admission fee.

Charles llawley, president; B. B. Snow, secretary.
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LONG ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, BROOKLYN, N. Y.

This society, incorporated April, 1863, has for its objects : 1. The
collection of a general library of reference, especially complete in every-

thing which relates to American history ; composed in part, also, of

extensive and finely illustrated works of a class not embraced in circu-

lating libraries, or usually found in private collections. 2. The collec-

tion and publication of manuscripts and original matter not before

printed upon the history of this country. 3. The collection of histor-

ical paintings and engravings, relics and memorials. 4. The formation

of a museum of natural history, illustrating the fauna and flora of Long
Island.

The membership is about 1,100 ;
one-third being life members and

the remainder members by annual subscription. The conditions of

membership are payment of 85 initiation fee and $5 annual dues; and

for a life membership $50, including fee and annual dues. The general

meetings of the society are held on the second and fourth Tuesday
evenings of the month, from November to May, when papers of a his-

torical, literary, or scientific character are presented. Two committees

have recently been appointed one to be called the archaeological and

numismatic committee, the other the historical and geographical com-

mitteeand it is proposed to hold regular meetings of each, for the

discussion of appropriate topics. There is also a committee on tine arts

and one on natural history. The latter holds monthly meetings, at

which appropriate papers are read.

The society possesses a number of paintings, mostly portraits of his-

torical personages, many interesting relics and memorials, and a col-

lection of coins, several hundred in number, some of them rare and of

much value. The museum of natural history contains classified speci-

mens representing the natural history of Long Island; and it is in-

tended to make this complete as a local collection.

The library contains 26,000 bound volumes, 25,000 pamphlets, and a

large collection of manuscripts, not enumerated, among which are the

Laurens Papers, 5 folio volumes, containing the correspondence of Henry
Laurens, president of the Continental Congress, and other eminent men
of the period ;

123 original letters of Washington, never yet printed; a

collection of Dutch manuscripts of the time of Stuyvesant; and papers

relating to Long Island, New York City, and vicinity, from the period
of the Dutch government to the present time. The library is especially

strong in American local history and family genealogy. The other his-

torical departments, especially of French and English history and biog-

raphy, are well furnished, and constant additions are being made by

purchase and gift. A department of works relating to Egypt, the Holy

Laud, and Greece, has been founded by two ladies; and a department
of American biography by another. There is also a medical depart-

ment, established by members of the King's County Medical Society, to

which was added in '1869 the entire library of an eminent Brooklyn

physician, lately deceased.

23 E
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One hundred and fifty quarterly, monthly, and weekly periodicals and
the principal daily newspapers are regularly received.

A separate room is provided for ladies, but all the rooms are open to

them.

It is a plan of the society to publish valuable original manuscripts as

they come into its hands, and as it becomes possessed of the necessary
funds. It has published two volumes, as follows: Journal of a Voyage
to Xew York, and a Tour in Several of the American Colonies, in 1(579-

'80, by Jasper Dankers and Peter Sluyter, translated from a Dutch

manuscript iu the society's collection, octavo, pp. xlvii, 440
;
and The

Battle of Long Island, with Connected Preceding Events, and the subse-

quent American Retreat; narrative by Thomas VV. Field, with authentic

documents; octavo, pp. ix, 550.

The society now occupies rented rooms, but owns a valuable lot, on

which it purposes to build a large and handsome building as soon as

the necessary funds cau be secured, and for this purpose a committee

has recently been appointed. The society has a permanent library fund

of 854,000, and a yearly income of $10,000, derived from interest on iu-

vestiuents and dues of members.

President, Richard S. Storrs, D. D.; corresponding secretaries, (home)
T. Stafford Drowue; (foreign) J. Carson Brevoort.

BUFFALO HISTORICAL SOCIETY, BUFFALO, N. Y.

The special object of this society, which was organized'in 1862, is to

"
procure and preserve historical material relating to Western New York

and its inhabitants, whites and Indians, from the earliest period." The

number of members is 74(3. The terms of membership are, for resident

members the payment of $5 annually ;
for life members, payment of $50.

Regular meetings are held monthly, and additional historical club meet-

ings every two weeks during the winter. At all the meetings addresses

are delivered or papers read. The fiscal year begins January 1. There

are committees on statistics, local history, and Indian reminiscences.

The society has published nothing as a society; but papers contrib-

uted by its members have been in some instances published in pam-
phlet form. These may be obtained in exchange from the society.

The library contains 4,058 volumes, 4,430 pamphlets, and 130 uianu.

scripts. Its specialty is local and Indian history. The manuscript
collection embraces the records, journals, and correspondence of the

Holland Company, biographical sketches, letters and journals of early

settlers, city records, etc. There is no printed catalogue, but manu-

script catalogues, full and complete, of the books, pamphlets, manu-

scripts, relics, and curiosities. The accessions to the library average 470

volumes a year. Nine-tenths of all the collections have been given.
The. library is free to the public for reference, daily, Sundays excepted.
The society owns no building, but has a permanent fund of $5,784,
ud an annual income of $1,500, derived from membership dues and in-
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terest on fund. It is exempt from taxation by the' law of tbe State.

The only salary paid is to the librarian, $SOO. The building occupied

by the society is completely fire proof.

James Sheldon, president; George S. Armstrong, corresponding sec-

retary and librarian.

AMERICAN ETHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY, NEW YORK, N. Y.

The society was organized November 19, 1842, by Hon. Albert Gal-

latin and a few other gentlemen. The present number of members is 100.

Resident members pay on election an initiation fee of $3 and the same
amount as annual dues. Meetings are not held at stated periods, but

are called as papers are prepared. There are ten special committees of

five members each, viz : On North America
;
on Central and South

America; on Northern and Middle Europe; on Southern Europe; on

Asia and the East; on Africa; on philology; on the American Indians;
on stone, earthen, and metallic relics, etc.; on books, pamphlets, etc.

The society has published Transactions of the American Ethnolog-
ical Society, 2 volumes, 1845 and 1848, $4 per volume, which can be

had 0:1 application to the treasurer of the society. Part 1 of Volume
III of the Transactions was printed, but nearly all the copies were

destroyed by tire, and it has not been reprinted. The society has

printed bulletins at intervals. Arrangements had been made for the pub-
lication of the Squier and Davis materials, but these were relinquished

to the Smithsonian Institution, and became No. 1 of its quarto series.

Since then most of the ethnological publications have been printed by
the Smithsonian Institution, by Cougress, or by book publishers for the

respective writers.

The library consists of 1,000 bound volumes and pamphlets and a few

manuscripts. Most of the books are in the library of the New York
Historical Society, where an alcove is to be set apart for them. The

manuscripts consist of papers relating to ethnology, vocabularies, etc.,

including
" Vocabulario en lengua Cacchiquel, de Villacana," in 101)2,

which has a preface entitled "Arte de lengua Cacchiquel," etc. The
collection of publications of kindred societies includes some of the pub-
lications of the Smithsonian Institution, the Antiquarian Society, the

Philosophical Society, the Royal Geographical Society, the Asiatic So-

ciety, and the Geographical Society of Brazil. Most of the books have
been obtained by gift and exchange. In Volume II of the Transactions,

published in 1848, is a short list of books then belonging to the society,

but no regular printed catalogue has been issued. The library is solely

for reference, and is accessible only to members and students of ethnology.
There is also a cabinet of Indian relics.

The society has no funds except $50, known as " the A.lofsen fund."

Its annual income covers current expenses only.

The list of works produced by members of the society is too long for

insertion, including the writings of Ilumboldt, Agassiz, Lepsius, Pres-
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cott, Ticknor, Bancroft, Dr. Francis Lieber, Du Cliailhi, Cardinal Wise-

man. Schoolcraft, Sir Gardiner Wilkinson, and many other eminent

authors.

Alexander J. Cotlieal, president and treasurer
;
Pi of. Charles Kail,

corresponding secretary.

AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY, 1 NEW YORJv. N. Y.

The library of this society contains over 10,000 bound volumes relat-

ing to its special field, about 4,000 pamphlets, 3,000 maps and charts of

all countries, and about 1,000 manuscripts, consisting mainly of ad-

dresses and reports. The library has been collected and purchased from

time to time since the organization of the society by its various oHiccis.

The accessions averag'e 1,000 a year. There is as yet no catalogue.

The library is used only by members, of whom there are 1,800.

The income of the society, derived solely trorn dues and life member-

ships, varies from $10,000 upwards, and is all expended in the practical

working of the society.

Alvau S. Southworth, secretary.

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, NKW YORK,
N. Y.

A few gentlemen of New York City, interested in the study of (joins

and antiquities, founded this society in 1857. The number of members
is now 100. The terms of membership are payment of $5 initiation

fee and $5 annual dues
;
or for a life member, 830. The number of hon-

orary members is limited to 50. Kegular meetings are held on the third

Tuesday of November, January, March, and May in each year.

The American Journal of Numismatics, now iu its tenth volume, pub-
lished by this society for four years, has been transferred to the Numis-

matic Society of Boston, Mass.

The library, which is for the use of members only, contains about

1,800 books and pamphlets, of which there is, as yet, no catalogue; but

one is in preparation. The cabinet contains from 4,500 to 5,000 coins

and medals. There are specimens of nearly all the ancient coins, except
the Hebraic; and there is a fair representation of Oriental, mediaeval,

and modern coins; also of American coins of the colonial and revolu-

tionary periods.

The society has a nominal permanent fund of $300, and its yearly
income is only sufficient to cover current expenses. No salaries are

paid.

Prof. Charles E. Authou, president; William Poillon, secretary.

AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL SOCIETY, NEW YORK, N. Y.

This society does not limit its membership, and h is at present 40 active

members. The fees are $2 a year. Meetings, at all of which there are

'Further iut'ormatioii respecting this society will be found in Sketches of Public
Libraries in N\-w York City, iu Chapter XXXVIII, Part VII, of this report.
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discussions aud addresses, are held monthly, and frequently semi-month-

ly. A special committee has in charge the formation of a phonetic alpha-

bet adequate to the needs of all living languages.
The library, the extent of which cannot be ascertained, has been ob-

tained entirely by donation.

The yearly income of the society is very small, and is derived solely

from membership dues.

Rev. Aaron Lloyd, president ;
David P. Holton, M. D., secretary.

GENEALOGICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY,
1 NEW YORK, N. Y.

This society, organized March 16, 1869, has a membership of 250.

The terms of membership are election, and, for resident members, pay-
ment of $10 initiation fee, and $5 annual subscription until the sum of

850, with interest, has been paid. The payment of $30 at one time con-

stitutes a life member. Meetings are held twice a month, except during
the summer; addresses are delivered about once a month.

The society publishes quarterly the New York Genealogical aud Bio-

graphical Record. Four numbers form a volume. Six volumes have

been published, beginning January, 1870. The price of the first volume
was $1 ;

the others are $2 each.

The library contains 862 bound volumes, 2,637 pamphlets, aud 97

manuscripts. The whole collection relates to local history, its specialty

being local genealogy aud biography. The only catalogue is a manu-

script list of books kept by the librarian. Most of the books have been

obtained by gift. The yearly increase, since the first year of the forma-

tion of the library, has averaged 200 volumes and pamphlets. The

library is exclusively for reference, aud is accessible only to members
and persons introduced by them.

There is a small invested fund, derived from life memberships. Its

yearly income is about 8500, from dues and interest, besides subscrip-

tions to and sales of the Record. The latter are applied, as fast as

received, to-tbe expenses of printing and publishing the Record. There

are no salaried officers.

Edward F. De Lancey, president ;
Charles B. Moore, corresponding

secretary.

NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
2 NEW YORK, N. Y.

This society has in its library 60,000 bound volumes. About one-halt

its newspapers, extending from 1704 to I87o, are bound, and when the

binding is completed the collection will number 4,500 volumes. The

pamphlets have not been enumerated, but are said to weigh from two

to three tons. These are to be arranged gradually in chronological

1 Further information respecting this society will be found in Sketches of Public

Libraries iu New York City, in Chapter XXXVIII, Part VII, of this report.
2 An extended sketch of this society will bo found in Sketches of Public Libraru->

n Now York City, in Chapter XXXVIII, Part VII, of this report.
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order, by subjects. The manuscript collection embraces the Gates,

Stenben, Golden, Duer, Lord Sterling, and (icn. I. imb papers, besides a

large miscellaneouscollection, which cannot lie enumerated in its present

condition. The librarian is preparing a calendar catalogue of the whole.

The society has 2,000 members. It has no permanent fund, and the

amount and sources of its yearly income are not stated.

HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
1 CINCINNATI, OHIO.

This society was established in 1831, and, after a period of inaction,

was revived and re-organized in 1868. Only residents of the State of

Ohio may become corporate members. The terms of membership are

election and payment. of an initiation fee and an annual subscription

of $10 each. The payment of $100 constitutes a life member. The

present number of members is 83. The fiscal year begins the first

Monday in December, when the annual meeting is held. Other regular

meetings are held each year as the executive board m-iy determine.

The object of the society is the "collection and preservation of every-

thing relating to the history and antiquities of America, more especially

of the State of Ohio, and the diffusion of knowledge concerning them."

The library is composed exclusively of works on American history, and

contains 5,413 bound volumes, 17,393 pamphlets, and 35 volumes of

manuscripts. Nearly the entire collection has been presented. Both

books and pamphlets are fully catalogued. The library is used by
members of the society both as a reference and circulating library.

There is also a cabinet of Indian curiosities and mound builders' relics.

The society has no building, but occupies rooms in the Cincinnati

College. It has a permanent fund of 88,735, and a yearly income of

8 1 .L'hT). All amounts received for life memberships are funded, and only
the interest thereof can be expended.
Gen. M. F. Force, president ;

Robert Clarke, corresponding secretary.

WESTERN RESERVE AND NORTHERN OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

CLEVELAND, OHIO.

The object of this society, organized in May, 1807, is to "discover,

procure, and preserve whatever relates to the history, biography, gene-

alogy, antiquities, and statistics of the Western Reserve, the State of

Ohio, and the Northwest." The membership is 145. The payment of

$100 constitutes a life member; of $5 a year an annual member. The
fiscal year begins the second Tuesday in May. Meetings are held only
when called.

The society has issued a number of publications relating to the early

history of Ohio and Michigan, none of which is for sale, but they are

exchanged with kindred societies.

'An extended .skrtrh nf i hi* society will In- f.mnd in Sketches of the Public Libraries

of Cincinnati, in Chapter XXXVIII, I'.irt VI. of this report.
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The library contains 2,275 bound volumes, 3,500 pamphlets, and 150

manuscripts. A general catalogue of the books and an index of manu-

scripts are being prepared. The library is open to members and persons
who have special permission.
A specialty of the society is its museum of antiquities, principally

relating to the West, and including a fine collection of curiosities taken

from the mounds on the Mississippi River near Memphis. The museum
has recently been enriched by a collection of Babylonian and other

Oriental antiquities.

The society has a permanent fund of $10,000, and a yearly income
of $1,000 to $1.200, derived from interest on fund, dues, and gifts. The
librarian is the only salaried officer.

Col. Charles Whittlesey. president; C. C. Baldwin, corresponding sec-

retary.

LICKING COUNTY PIONEER HISTORICAL AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY,
LICKING, OHIO.

This society, organized May 1, 1867, has 350 members, of whom 15D

are active, 74 corresponding, 81 honorary, and 39 antiquarian. There

are no conditions of membership, except for active members a residence

of thirty years. There are no fees or assessments on members
;
meet-

ings are held annually, at which papers are read.

The society has published nine numbers of the Licking County
Pioneer Pamphlets, for sale by B. Clarke & Co., Cincinnati.

A specialty of the society is its cabinet, containing a collection of

mound builders' relics, Indian relics and implements, petrifactions,

minerals, old coins, and other curiosities.

The library contains 200 bound volumes, the same number of pam-

phlets, and 250 manuscripts, the last relating entirely to pioneer and

Indian history and works of the mound builders. The specialty of the

library is local, especially pioneer history and biography. The larger

proportion of the books and collections has been presented. The

yearly accessions to the librarj
r average 25 books and 30 pamphlets ;

to the cabinet, 100 relics and specimens. The library is free to the

public.

The society owns no property, and its income is entirely from gifts.

None of the officers receives a salary.

P. N. O'Bauon, president; C. B. Giffin, corresponding secretary.

FIRELANDS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, NORWALK, OHIO.

This society, organized July -A, 1857, limits its membership to residents

of the Firelands. The terms of membership are the payment <>f 25

cents yearly. There are nearly 700 members. The meetings arc annual

and quarterly.

Eleven volumes of the Firelands Pioneer have been published, the
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first in 1858, the List in 1864. The last five volumes can be had at

50 cents each, unbound, or $3.50 for the five, bound in one volume.

The object of the society is to collect and publish historical facts, es-

pecially such as relate to pioneer life in the State. The library con-

tains about 50 bound volumes, 100 pamphlets, and 50 manuscripts-
There is also a small cabinet of Indian and other relics. The collections

have been obtained entirely by gift and exchange. The library is for

the use of members.

The society has no property; and its income, derived from member-

ship fees and sale of the Pioneer, is small and irregular.

Philip N. Schuyler, president ;
Samuel E. Carringtou, secretary.

TOLEDO HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY, TOLEDO, OHIO.

This society, organized iu 1871, has 35 members. The only require-

ment for membership is the payment of $3 a year. Meetings for discus-

sions and addresses are held monthly.
The number of volumes iu the library is not stated, but the yearly

accessions are, said to average about 100 volumes. Collecting Indian

relics is made a specialty. All the books and curiosities have been ob-

tained by gift.

The society has neither building nor permanent fund. Its income

is derived solely from initiation fees and members' dues.

E. H. Fitch, president ;
Kev. H. M. McCracken, secretary.

PIONEER AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, ASTORIA, OREG.

The objects of this society, which was organized in 1871, are "to col-

lect, collate, and have published, sketches of the early discovery, settle-

ment, and settlers of the country, to collect and preserve all records of the

past and present history of Oregon and its several subdivisions, . . . and

to establish a public library and reading room." Membership is limited

to persons
" who arrived upon this coast or were born in the country

prior to January 1, 1851." Members' dues are at the rate of 12 cents

a month. There are 171 subscribing and G7 corresponding and honorary

members, making a total of 237. Two meetings are held during the

year, at both of which papers are read.

The library is for the use of members only, and contains about GOO

volumes and 100 manuscripts, all of which have been obtained by gift.

The income of the society is derived from members' dues and contri-

butions. None of the officers receives a salary.

Two members of the society, Hon. J. Gwiu Thornton and W. H. Gray?
have written, jointly, a History of Oregon.

T. P. Powers, president ;
W. H. Gray, corresponding secretary.

OREGON PIONEER ASSOCIATION, BUTTEVILLE, OREG.

The objects of this association Ure " to collect, from living witnesses,

facts relating to the pioneers and history of the Territory of Oregon."
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It was organized October 18, 1873, with 45 members; it has now a mem-

bership of 485, limited to persons who settled in the original Territory
of Oregon prior to January 1, 1853. The terms of membership are

payment of 1 admission fee, and the same amount as yearly subscrip-
tion. Women may become members without payment of fees. Regular

meetings are held once a year.

The association publishes its proceedings yearly, with historical

sketches, in pamphlet form, about 100 pages, for sale and for exchange
with other societies.

The library rooms are not yet opened, and there is no- report of the

number of volumes. A small manuscript collection relates entirely to

the history of the Territorj*, from the discovery of the Columbia River

to the admission of Oregon into tho Union.

The association is to occupy rooms in the State house at Salem. Its

yearly income is $1,001), derived from fees, dues, and gifts. There are

no salaried officers.

John W. Grim, president; W. H. Rees, corresponding secretary.

HAMILTON LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CUMBERLAND
COUNTY, CARLISLE, PA.

This society was chartered in April, 1874. The payment of $20 se-

cures a life membership; of $50 a perpetual membership. Meetings
are held monthly.
The library contains 500 bound volumes and 100 pamphlets. The

society has no building, but owns a lot valued at $2,000, and has besides

a permanent fund of $2,000. None of the officers receives a salary.

W. H. Cooke, M. D., president ; Capt. J. T. Zug, secretary.

LUTHERAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, GETTYSBURG, PA.

The chief object of this society, organized in 1840, is the collection of

the publications of Lutheran ministers in Ihis country, and of all such

documents as may illustrate the (history of the American Lutheran

Church. No account is kept of the membership. Any contribution to

the treasury constitutes the giver a member. Meetings are held bi-

ennially, and addresses are delivered on these occasions.

The library contains 359 bound volumes, about 1,000 pamphlets, and

a manuscript collection, consisting of the original archives of the Gen-

eral Synod and of several district synods. Nearly all the books have

been presented. The yearly accessions average about 20 volumes and

50 pamphlets. The catalogue is in manuscript. The library is free to

all who desire to use it.

The income of the society is derived solely from collections at its reg-

ular meetings.
Charles A. nay, curator.
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DAUPHIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, HARRISBURO, PA.

This society, organized in May, 1809, has 66 members. The only con-

dition of membership is the payment of $3 a year.

The library contains 100 bound volumes, over 200 pamphlets, some of

them of -great value, 510 manuscripts, and 100 bound volumes of news-

papers, among them the Carlisle Gazette, the first paper published west

of the Susquehauna, dating from 1786. The books have not yet been

catalogued. The use of the library is restricted to subscribers. The

yearly income of the society is $200, derived from subscriptions.

A. Boyd Hamilton, president; George W. Buchler, corresponding

secretary.

LINN^EAN SCIENTIFIC AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, LANCASTER, PA.

This society was organized in 1862. Its membership embraces 20

active, 10 contributing, 25 corresponding, and 2 honorary members,

making a total of 57.

The library contains 500 bound volumes, 800 pamphlets, and 417 man-

uscripts. Besides its library the society has other large collections, which

are insured for $2,000, but cost three or four times that amount. The

yearly income is $100.

J. Stauffer, secretary.

The special objects of this society, which was organized in 1857, are

the collection of works relating to the Moravian Church and the preserva-
tion of relics illustrative of ancient Moravian history. Membership is

secured by the payment of 81 a year, or for a life membership a fee of

$20. The number of members is 215. Meetings are held quarterly.

The society has published Transactions of the Moravian Historical

Society, in nine parts, price $1 each.

The library comprises 1,039* bound volumes, 2,050 pamphlets, and 94

manuscripts, all of the last relating to Moravian history. The yearly
accessions to the library average 23 volumes; to other departments, 17

volumes. All the collections have been presented.
The society owns no building, but has a fund of $837, and a yearly

income of $275, derived from contributions.

The following works are by members of the society: Memorials of

the Moravian Church; Bethlehem Seminary Souvenir; Nazareth Hall

and its Reunions, by William C. Reichel; Life and Times of David

Zeisberger, and Moravian Manual, by Edmund de Schweiniiz; Mora-
vians in North" Carolina, Levin T. Reichel; Sketches of Moravian
Life and Character, James Henry ; History of Bethlehem, John Hill

Martin
; Register of Moravians, 1727-'54, A. Reinke.

E. T. Gruuewald, librarian.
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AMERICAN BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PHILADELPHIA, PA.

This society was organized in 1861. . Its object is to establish and

maintain in the city of Philadelphia a library of books and manu-

scripts relating to the history and doctrines of Christians in every pe-

riod and of every name, especially those maintaining Baptist principles.

The only condition of membership is the payment, at one time, of 810.

The number of members is 119. Meetings are held monthly.
The library comprises 9,315 bound voluims, 13,000 pamphlets, and

1,263 manuscripts, obtained by purchase in Europe and by gift. The
accessions to the library average 500 a year. There are two printed

catalogues, of 1872 and 1874. The library is free to the public for ref-

erence. Members may borrow books, except such as are very rare and

valuable, but manuscripts cannot be removed from the rooms.

The society owns no building. It has a permanent fund of $500, and
its yearly income, derived from donations, averages $300. The library

is fully insured.

Howard Malcom, D. D., president; James M. Peiidleton, D. D., corre-

sponding secretary.

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 1

This, the mother society in America, and once the center of science

of the United States, was organized May 25, 1743, and celebrated its

centennial in 1843. Its membership is limited to men who have distin-

guished themselves in some department of science or the arts. All are

members alike
;
there is no distinction of honorary or corresponding.

Members residing within ten miles of the hall pay 85 annual fee. Only
paying members ran vote, and none can vote who has not paid his

dues and been present at one meeting during the year. The present
number of members is 482. Meetings are held on the first and third Fri-

day of each month, except May, June, July, and August, when they are

held on the third Friday only.

The publications of the society are: Proceedings, octavo, published in

January and July, sent free to all members and corresponding societies,

(not for sale;) and Transactions, quarto, subscription price $5 a volume,

published occasionally and sent free to a portion of the corresponding

societies; sold also to applicants, at 85 each. Some early numbers of

the Proceedings are out of print, also the last half of volume six, Trans-

actions, old series.

The society has a cabinet of curiosities, chiefly antiquarian, and Poin-

sett's Mexican collection. Its minerals are deposited iu the Academy
of Natural Sciences at Philadelphia.
The library contains 20,000 volumes, 15,000 pamphlets, and over 100

volumes of manuscripts, most of them dating from the last century, ami

'Additional information respecting this society will be found in Sketches of Public

Libraries iu Philadelphia, Chapter XXXVIII, Part VIII, of this report.
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including Franklin's manuscript letters, records of expenses during the

revolutionary war, Zeisberger's Indian vocabularies, and others equally

valuable. The historical collection is large, but there is little relating

to local history. All departments of knowledge are represented, but

there is a lack of modern books. There is a complete series of Philo-

sophical Transactions of the Royal Society and French Academy, and

nearly or quite complete series of the publications of all other learned

societies previous to 1840 and many since.

Most of the collections have been presented. The accessions to the

library average 400 volumes a year. A catalogue was published in 1824.

In 18C3 was printed the first part, in 1868 the second part, and in 1876

will appear the third and last part of the complete catalogue. There

is also a manuscript catalogue raisonne\ The library is free for refer-

ence to persons introduced by members or otherwise suitably recom-

mended. Members cau borrow books, giving bond for their safe

return.

The society owns a building the value of which is variously estimated

at from $80,000 to 8120,000. Its yearly income, amount not stated, is

derived from rents, interest on investments, and members' dues. The

only salaried officer is the librarian, who receives $700 a year. The
treasurer receives a commission on the funds in his hands.

Memoirs published by members of the society may be found in the

6 volumes, old series, and 15 volumes, new series, of the Transactions,
and the 14 volumes of the Proceedings. In late years the society has

published large and costly memoirs.

J. P. Lesley, fourth secretary and librarian.

FRIENDS' HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PHILADELPHIA., PA.

The chief object of this society, which was organized in December,

1873, is to collect and preserve books, papers, manuscripts, letters, and
relics illustrative of the history of the Society of Friends. Members,
of whom there are 41 active, besides several honorary, are required to

pay an entrance fee of $5, and the same amount as yearly subscription.

Members paying $50 at one time are released from further dues. Meet-

ings are held on the first Wednesday in each mouth.
The society has published A Sketch of the Life and Character of

John Fenwick, by John Clement.

The library contains about 500 bound volumes, a collection of pam-

phlets not enumerated, and a large number of manuscripts, composed
mainly of the correspondence of noted members of the Society of Friends,
and including autograph letters of Washington, La Fayette, Jefferson,

Patrick Henry, all the Presidents of the United States, and many other

noted persons of this country and Europe. The collection of local his-

tory is especially full and interesting. The society has also on deposit
the record books, letters, manumission papers, bound volumes, and

pamphlets constituting the entire history of the Pennsylvania Abolition
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Society, from the day of its inception one hundred years ago. The

library is entirely the result of donations. It is closed during the

months of July and August, hut for the remainder of the year is free

to the public for reference. No catalogue has, as yet. been prepared.
The society has neither building nor endowment. Its annual income,

derived Iroin members' dues, is about $200. None of the officers re-

ceives a salary. The library, for the present, occupies rooms in the

building of the Pennsylvania Historical Society.

William J. Jeuks, president; Nathaniel E. Janney, secretary.

GERMAN SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA, PA.

This society, organized in 1764, began its library in 18L7. The terms

of membership are payment of an initiation fee of $5 and a yearly sub-

scription of $4. The number of members is 1,000. Meetings are held

quarterly.

The society makes a specialty of collecting books and pamphlets
illustrative of German immigration, also German books printed in the

United States. The library contains 16,000 bound volumes, of which

about one-half are in the German language. Most of the books have

been
i
resented. The accessions average 300 volumes a year. There is

no catalogue. A partial list of the historical works is contained in the

society's report for 1873. The library is free to members of the society

and accessible to others on payment of $5 annual subscription.

The society owns a building valued at $65,000. Its yearly income

is $1,000, of which the sum of $700 is expended for books and binding,
and $300 for salaries and incidental expenses.

A. Loos, librarian.

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 1

This society, organized in 1824, does not limit its membership; for

which the only requirement is a yearly contribution of $5, or for life

membership payment of $50. The number of members is 600. Four

stated and four occasional meetings are held during the year, at all

of which there are discussions and addresses.

The society has published the following works: Braddo^k's Expedi-
tion

;
Contributions to American History ;

llecord of Upland Court
;

Minutes of Committee of Defense of Philadelphia, 1813-'14; Memoirs

of the Society, Vol. 1
; Correspondence of Penn and Logan, 2 volumes

;

History of New Sweden, by Acrelius; Historical Map of Pennsylvania.
These Volumes are published, at $3.50 each, by a publication fund the

subscription to which for life is $25. Subscribers have the right to

purchase back volumes at $2.50 each. The society exchanges with other

historical and learned societies in this country and in Europe.

1 Further information respecting this society will be found in Sketches of the

Public Libraries of Philadelphia, in Chapter XXXVIII, Part VIII, of this report. Ei-
TOHS.
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A specialty of the society is its collection of portraits, paintings, ami

eogravings of historical interest, and of Indian and other antiquities.

The library contains 16,000 bound volumes, 30,000 pamphlets, and

25,000 folios of manuscripts. The collection of local history contains

014 volumes, and of family history 223 volumes. About one-thirtieth

of the books has been purchased, the remainder received by gift and

exchange. For the last four years the accessions to the library have

averaged 800 volumes a year. There is no catalogue, either printed or

manuscript. A catalogue of the paintings, and other objects of inter-

est, was published in 1872. The library is free to the public for reference.

The society owns no building. It has permanent funds as follows:

Publication, $23,000; library, $5,01)0; binding, $.5,300; building, $13,000;

legacies, all of which are held as permanent funds, $(5,000; making a

total of $50,300. The yearly income is $3,400, derived from members'

dues and subscriptions. The only salaried officer is the assistant libra-

rian, who receives $900 a year.

The building occupied by the society is considered remarkably secure,

and some of the rooms are entirely tire proof. In these are kept the

manuscripts, rare books, and valuable collections.

John W. Wallace, president; John W. Jordan, corresponding sec-

retary.

NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, PHILADELPHIA, PA.

The membership of this society, instituted in 1857, is limited to 150.

Its library contains about 3,000 books and pamphlets and about 100

manuscripts, relating almost exclusively to numismatic and antiquarian

subjects. Its cabinet of coins and medals, including many very ancient,
numbers 7,100, and its cabinet of antiquities contains 450 relics. It

has also collections of engravings, autographs, maps, and miscellaneous

objects of value and interest. None but members of the society have

access to its library and collections.

The society has a permanent fund, but neither that nor its annual

income is made public.

Eli K. Price, president ; Henry Phillips, jr., corresponding secretary.

PRESBYTERIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PHILADELPHIA, PA.

The organization of this society in May, 1852, was due primarily to

the efforts of Samuel Aguew, of Philadelphia. Its objects, as declared

by its charter, are to form and maintain a library and to collect and pre-

serve historical facts concerning the Presbyterian Church in the United

States. Any person may become a member by the payment of $1 a

year. The payment of $10 constitutes a life member. The yearly

meeting of the society is held in Philadelphia the first Tuesday in May.
The library contains 7,000 bound volumes, about 20,000 pamphlets,

over 100 manuscripts, 300 volumes of newspapers, and 200 volumes of

magazines and reviews. Its specialty is Presbyterian history and litera-
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ture. The collection of family history is especially noteworthy, and

contains many works of rarity and great value. The additions average
from 500 to 000 volumes a year. A partial catalogue was printed a few

years ago, but there is no catalogue of the present library.

The society has neither permanent fund nor stated income, and is

supported entirely by donations. No salaries are paid.

Rev. John B. Dales, secretary.

WYOMING HISTORICAL AND GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, WILKESBARRE, PA.

Organized February 11, 185 S. Members can be elected only by
unanimous vote. The present number is from 75 to 100. Meetings,
with addresses, are held monthly.
The library contains 3,000 volumes, mainly historical and scientific

works, obtained by purchase and gift. Its specialty is the history of

Wyoming Valley. The only catalogue is in manuscript. The library is

only for reference, and is free to the public.

The society has a good geological collection, a cabinet of Indian curi-

osities, over 7,000 coins, a number of autographs, and many relics and

objects of interest relating to the history of Wyoming Valley from its

earliest settlement by the whites.

The society has no building, but owns a lot in the city of Wilkes-

barre worth at least $10,000. It also owns the Wyoming Monument
and grounds. Its annual income is derived from subscriptions. None
of its officers receives a salary.

Harrison Wright, secretary.

NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, NEWPORT, R. I.

This society, organized February 14, 1853, and incorporated Novem-
ber 21, 1854, has about 100 resident, besides many corresponding and

honorary members. The terms of membership are payment of 83
entrance fee and a yearly subscription of $L. The yearly meeting of

the society is held March 18, the anniversary of the incorporation of

the first settlers of Khode Island into a body politic. Regular meetings
are also held on the third Tuesday of February, May, August, and

November. There are,several addresses in eacli year, and discussions

at every meeting.
The object of the society is " to collect and preserve the ancient man

uscripts, monuments, and records, which illustrate the history of the

southern part of the State, and also whatever else relates to the topog-

raphy, antiquities, and the natural, civil, and ecclesiastical history of

the State of lihode Island." The library contains 201) bound volumes
400 pamphlets, and 1'U manuscripts, all of a historical description, and

obtained chiefly by gift. The manuscript collection includes letters and

papers relating to the trade of Newport, a record of the Newport pnst

office from 1753 to 1775, a record of the admiralty court of Khode
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Island from 1753 to 1700. and other papers of interest and value. The

library is accessible to any one interested in historical subjects.

The society has also a collection of Indian and local curiosities and

antiquities. It has neither building nor endowment, and its yearly in.

corae is derived from members' dues and occasional contributions.

Dr. David King, president; George 0. Mason, corresponding secre-

tary.

RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PROVIDENCE, R. I.

Organized in 1822; membership 150. No person is eligible as a resi-

dent member who does not, at the time of his election, reside in the

State of Rhode Island. The terms of membership are payment of >$5

admission fee, and $3 annual subscription. Meetings are held quarterly.

The publications of the society are: Roger Williams's Key into the

Language of America, $1
;

Gorton's Simplicities Defence against

Seven-Headed Policy, 82.50; Potter's Early History of Narragan-

sett, $2.50; Calender's Early History of Rhode Island, $2.50; Staples'*

Annals of Providence, $10, (rare;) -Stoue'-s Arnold's Canada Expe-

dition, Revolutionary Correspondence, and Edwards's History of Bap-
tists in Rhode Island, 63; Occasional Addresses by Gammell, Durfee,

Greene, Potter, Parsons, Arnold, Hall, and Sarraiento, 50 cents each
;

Annual Proceedings, 1872, 1873, 1874, 81 each
;
for sale and exchange

by the society.

Besides its library the society makes a specialty of aboriginal and

other antiquities, paintings, and engravings.
The library contains 0,000 bound volumes, 35,000 pamphlets, and

7,500 manuscripts, the latter consisting largely or' historical and ge-

nealogical papers. The collection of publications of kindred societies

comprises several hundred volumes and pamphlets. The library is free

for reference. It has been obtained mainly by gifts. The accessions

average from 1,200 to 2,500 volumes a year.

The society owns its building and grounds, worth 830,000. These are

subject to municipal taxation. There is a permanent fund of 8524.84,

and the average yearly income is 8300, derived from entrance fees and
members' dues. There are no salaried officers.

Edwin M. Stone, librarian,

SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, CHARLESTON, S. C.

This society, organized in 1854, had, owing to want of funds, made
scarcely the beginning of a library when its operations were suspended
on account of the late war, and it has been only recently revived. It

has now 50 members. The terms of membership are payment of 82 a

year. Meetings are held quarterly.

The society has published Historical Collections, Vols. I, II, III.

Vol. Ill is now out of print.

No report is made of the number of volumes in the library. The
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manuscript collection is quite valuable, relating chiefly to colonial and

revolutionary history. The larger part of it consists of the papers of

Henry Laurens.

F. A. Porcher, president.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TENNESSEE, NASHVILLE, TENN.

Organized in 1855
; re-organized in May, 1874. The terms of member-

ship are payment of an admission fee of $3, and a yearly subscription of

$2. There are 100 active, besides honorary members. Regular meetings
are held bi-monthly. Discussions and addresses are only occasional.

The object of the society is to collect and preserve historical facts

concerning the discovery, exploration, and settlement of Tennessee and

adjoining States, and facts illustrating the history and characteristics

of the Indian tribes. It has a valuable collection of Indian antiquities,

a cabinet of coins and minerals, and quite an extensive museum of arti-

cles of historical interest, including a large number of portraits of the

historical characters of the State.

The library comprises about 1,000 bound volumes, from 400 to 500

pamphlets, and about 1,500 manuscripts, none of which are yet system-

atically arranged, so that no description can be given. The larger part
of the collection, however, relates to local history. The widow of Pres-

ident Polk has appointed the society custodian of Mr. Folk's correspond-
ence and manuscripts after her death. Nearly all the books have been

obtained by gift, and with the other collections are accessible at all

times to members, and to others on application to the president or sec-

retary.

The society has no building, but, by act of legislature, occupies per-

maneutly rooms in the State capitol. It has no permanent fund, and
its yearly income-is from $200 to $300, derived from admission fees and

regular dues. None of the officers receives a salary.

Colonel Ramsey, president of the society, has published a large and
valuable work entitled Annals of Tennessee; and Col. A. W. Putnam,
late vice-president, a History of Middle Tennessee.

Col. J. C. M. Ramsey, president ',
Gen. G. P. Thruston, corresponding

secretary.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF GALVESTON, TEX.

This society, established in August, 1871, requires, as a condition of

membership, the possession of " more than ordinary literary attain-

ments." The number of members is 30. Meetings are held monthly.
The library consists of 20 bound volumes, 6 pamphlets, and 100 man-

uscripts; nearly all relating to local history, and all acquired by gift.

It is free for reference.

The society owns no building. Its yearly income is about $150, de-

rived from assessments upon members.

Hon. A. M. Hably, president ; secretary, D. G. Herbert.

24 E
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MIDDLEBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, MIDDLEBURY, TT.

Organized November, 1843. The number of members is 25. Mem-

bership is by election, and only residents of Addtsou County are eligible

as active members. An address is delivered on the anniversary of the

landing of the Pilgrims.

The specialty of the society is New England and local history, es-

pecially of the towns of Addison County. The collections consist of a

few books and manuscripts, and aboriginal and military relics
;

all

obtained by gift or exchange.
The following works have been published by members of the society :

History of the Town of Middlebury, to which is prefixed a statistical

and historical account of the county, by Samuel Swift, 1859; History of

Salisbury, John M. Weeks, I860; History of the Town of Sho
treham, Rev.

Josiah F. Goodhue, 1861
; History of the Town of Cornwall, Rev. Lyman

Matthews, 1862; History of the Town of Fairhaven, Andrew N.Adams.
Hon. John W. Stewart, president; Philip JBattell, secretary.

VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, MONTPELIER, VT.

This society was incorporated in 1838, and has been continued with

varied success. It has experienced several misfortunes, which culmi-

nated in the burning of nearly its entire collections at the time the

State house was destroyed, in January, 1857. From that time to the

present it has prospered, and during the past year unusually large ad-

ditions have been made to its collections.

The terms of membership ace payment of $2 admission fee and $1 as

yearly subscription. The number of members is about 100. Regular

meetings are held yearly.

The society has published two octavo volumes of Collections, over 500

pages each, $3.50 per volume ;
and is also interested in the publication of

the Records of the Governor and Council of Vermont, 1775 to 1791, of

which three volumes have been published, uniform with the Collections,

and at the same price. These are for sale by the librarian, or for exchange
with kindred societies.

The specialty of the society is American, and more particularly State

history. The library comprises about 5,000 bound volumes, 3,000 pam-

phlets, about 500 manuscripts, and a very valuable newspaper collection,

including a complete file of the Richmond Whig during the late war,

and other records of that period. The manuscripts relate principally to

State history. There is also a small museum of curiosities. The society

relies almost entirely upon contributions lor the increase of its library.

A catalogue is in course of preparation.
The society has no building, but occupies rooms in the State house,

granted by the legislature for that purpose. It has no permanent fund.

Its income, derived from State aid aud members' dues, averages $300 a

year.

W. H. Lord, D. D., president ;
Hiram A. Huse, secretary.
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SOUTHERN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, RICHMOND, YA.

Organized May 1,1869; re-organized August 14, 1873. The number
of members is 700. The only condition of membership is the payment
of a yearly subscription of $3. The payment of 850 constitutes a life

member. The society meets once a year, when an address is delivered.

The society has as yet published nothing save a series of papers in the

Southern Magazine, monthly, from January, 1874, to July, 1875, inclu-

sive. The society began, in January, 1876, the publication of Southern

Historical Society Papers, which will be continued monthly.
The main object of the society is to "

gather material for a true his-

tory of the late war between the States ;" and its efforts have thus far

been chiefly directed to securing authentic official reports published on

both sides. The library contains 125 bound volumes, 200 pamphlets,
and 1,300 manuscripts, of which 200 are official reports of battles, 100

are essays on war matters, and 1,000 papers of Confederate departments.

Nearly all of these have been presented. There is no printed catalogue,
but one partially completed in manuscript. The library is accessible to

all persons in search of historical information.

The society owns no building, but occupies rooms in the State capital.

It has no permanent fund, but receives from W. W. Corcoran, of Wash-

ington, $500 a year. The yearly income from members' dues is about

$2,000. The only salaried officer is the secretary, who receives $1,200
a year.

Works have been published by members of the society as follows :

Narrative of his Campaigns, by General J. E-. Johnston; Life of Stone-

wall Jackson, by Kev. R. L. Dabney; Personal Eeminiscences, Anec-

dotes, and Letters of General K. E. Lee, by Kev. J. W. Jones; Life of

Lee, Life of Stonewall Jackson, Wearing the Gray, and a number of

romances, by John Esten Cooke; The Campaign of 1864, by General J.

A. Early; The Chancellorsville Campaign, by Col. William Allan and

Maj. Jed. Hotchkiss; Pickett's Men, by Col. Walter Harrison; Siege
of Savannah, by Col. C. C. Jones, jr.

Gen. J. A. Early, president ;
Kev. J. W. Jones, secretary.

VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, RICHMOND, VA.

The history of this society is briefly summed up as follows : Organ-
ized as the Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society, December,

1831; chartered March, 1834
;
dormant from 1837 to 1847

; re-organized

January, 1848; suspended during the late war; resuscitated in 1867.

The number of members is 264. Any one may become a member by the

payment of $5 a year, and a life member by the payment of $50. The

society holds a yearly meeting, at which an address is delivered.

The publications of the society are : Collections of the Virginia His-

torical and Philosophical Society, pp. 87, 1833
;
The Virginia Ilistorir.il

Kegister, a journal issued quarterly during the years 1848-'53
;
An Ac-
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count of Discoveries in the West until 1519, and of Voyages to and

along the Atlantic Coast of North America from 1520 to 1573 ; An
Address on the Life of Hon. B. W. Leigh ;

The Virginia Constitution

of 177G; The Virginia Historical Reporter, volume I, part 1, 1854; part

2, 1855; part 3, 1856: volume II, part 1, 1860
; Washington's Private

Diaries; Letters of Thomas Nelson, jr., governor of Virginia. Of all

these, excepting the first two and the first part of volume I of the Vir-

ginia Historical Reporter, the society has copies for exchange.
The specialty of the society is Virginia history. The library contains

8,000 bound volumes, over 1,000 pamphlets, and 33 manuscripts; also,

a collection of autograph letters. The books have been obtained chiefly

by gift. The yearly accessions average from 100 to 200 volumes and

pamphlets. Any one may obtain access to the collections by applying
to the librarian.

In addition to the library there is a collection of historical portraits,

a cabinet of geological specimens, medals, and a number of cotonial and

revolutionary relics.

The society owns no building, an d its endowment fund of $5,000 was

lost during the late war. Its yearly income is only $500 to $1,000, ow-

ing to irregularity in collecting members' dues. None of the officers

receives a salary.

The following works have been published by the late Thomas H.

Wynne, member, and formerly corresponding secretary, of the society :

Williamsburg Orderly Book; The Westover Manuscripts; Memoirs of

the Boiling Family of England and Virginia; The Vestry Book of

Henrico Parish, with account of St. John's Church
;
Narrative of Col.

David Fanning of the Revolution. Works have been produced by other

members of the society, but no list of them has been prepared.
Hon. Hugh Blair Grigsby, president ;

R. A. Brock, corresponding

secretary.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF KOANOKE COLLEGE, SALEM, VA.

This society was organized in 1875, and has for its object the collec-

tion of facts relating to the political, religious, and social history of Vir-

ginia, and of the adjacent and Southern States. The number of active

members is limited to 25, and there are at present 16. Membership is

by election, and payment of an entrance fee of $1. Meetings for discus-

sions and addresses are held monthly.
The library contains 500 bound volumes, 250 pamphlets, and about 50

manuscripts, the latter bearing especially upon the later history of Vir-

ginia. The larger part of the collection has been presented.
The society has neither building nor funds. Its yearly income is $100.

None of the officers receives a salary.

Dr. J. J. Moorman, president; Win. McCauley, corresponding secre-

tary.
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, XORGANTOWN, W. VA.

The object of this society, which was established iu September, 1869,

is to procure and preserve whatever relates to history of West Vir-

ginia. The terms of membership are payment of an initiation fee of

$2, and a yearly subscription of $1. The present membership is 270.

Meetings, at which there are discussions and addresses, are held twice

a year.

A special committee has been appointed to investigate the truth of

the reflection by Bancroft upon the conduct of General Andrew Lewis

at the battle of Point Pleasant.

The collection comprises about 20 bound volumes, a collection of man-

uscripts relating chiefly to the early history of West Virginia, and a

collection of newspapers dating from 1753 to 1865; all of which were

presented.
The society has neither building nor endowment. Its yearly income

is $200, derived from members' dues. The only salary paid is to the

recording secretary, $25 a year.

Hon. Charles J. Faulkner, president; George C. Sturgiss, correspond-

ing secretary.

WISCONSIN STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, MADISON, WIS.

Organized January, 1849; reorganized January, 1854. It has about

50 active, several hundred corresponding, and a few life and honorary
members. The terms of membership are, for life members, payment of

$20 ;
for active members, $2 a year. Meetings, at all of which historical

papers are presented, are held quarterly.

The society has published six volumes of reports and collections, and

several annual addresses in pamphlet form. None of these are for sale,

but are exchanged with kindred societies, libraries, and individuals.

The specialty of the society is the history of Wisconsin and the Nortli-

we.st, including Indian history. The library contains 33,347 bound vol-

umes, 31,653 pamphlets, and over 300 manuscripts. Though mainly
devoted to American history, it possesses a very respectable collec-

tion of European history, and of general and scientific literature. The

manuscript collection consists chiefly of papers of local interest, de-

signed for future publication. The society receives regularly 185 peri-

odicals, and has quite complete sets of the leading periodical publica-

tions of this country and Great Britain. The library is especially rich

in American local history. Its department of New England local history

is probably larger than can be found elsewhere outside of New England.
There is also a large collection on American genealogy. The sets of pub-
lications of kindred societies are very complete. Nearly all the books,

newspapers, and magazines are bound, also a considerable portion of

the pamphlets. A printed catalogue was issued in 1873, in two volumes,
octavo Vol. I, pp. 639; Vol. II, pp. 719 and a supplement in 1875. A
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supplement is to be issued every two years hereafter. About half the

books have beeu purchased, and the remainder obtained by gift and ex-

change. The yearly accessions to the library average about 3,000 vol-

umes and pamphlets. The library is for reference only.

There is also a gallery of paintings and a cabinet of curiosities, antiq-

uities, and revolutionary relics. The collections are free to the pub-
lic. The society owns no building, but occupies rooms in the State

capitol. It has a binding fund of about $4,000, which will probably
not be drawn upon until the principal reaches $10,000. Its yearly in-

come is $3,500, a grant from the State, for the benefit of the library,

which does not include salaries, stationery, and other incidental ex-

penses, which are also paid by the.State. The yearly dues of members

and donations all go to the binding fund. The corresponding secretary

receives $1,'JOO a year; the librarian, $1,600 ;
the assistant librarian,

$720; the, cabinet keeper, $400, and the janitor, $1.75 per day, all paid

by the State
;
and an assistant, $500, paid out of the yearly State grant.

Hon. Alexander Mitchell, president; Lymau C. Draper, corresponding

secretary.

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

The American Ethnological, Geographical, Oriental, and Philosophi-
cal Societies, the Albany (N. Y.) Institute, the Essex Institute, Salem,

Mass., aud the Wyoming Historical and Geological Society, Wilkes-

barre, Pa., which appeared in the list of scientific societies accompany-
ing Chapter VII, have been included in this table also, because they sus-

tain a peculiar arid intimate relation to historical research in special di-

rections, arid their libraries comprise valuable historical collections.
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CHAPTER XIV.

YOUNG MEN'S MERCANTILE LIBRARIES.

BY F. B. PERKINS,
Boston Public Library.

ORIGIN AND KARLY HISTORY APPRENTICES' LIBRARIES ATHENAEUMS YOUXG MEN'S

ASSOCIATIONS AND INSTITUTES EDUCATIONAL ADJUNCTS POPULAR LECTURES

CHARACTER OF COLLECTIONS BUSINESS MANAGEMENT FUTURE PROSPECTS STA-

TISTICS.

The first libraries in this country which were in any sense public were

those of the colleges; with a college there was always a library, and it

could be used more or less by a certain portion at least of the not very

great number of men scholarly enough to require such aid.

Dr. Franklin's establishment of the Philadelphia Library, in 1731, may
in like manner be reckoned the beginning of the period of proprietary

libraries, owned by shareholders, and if used by others, only so used by
favor. Even as thus limited, these libraries were calculated for much
\vider usefulness than college libraries.

The young men's libraries mark a further step in cheapening and pop-

ularizing knowledge. They were neither to be exclusively for the learned

like those of colleges, nor practically confined to the few who could invest

a significant sum of money in becoming owners of a collection
;
but

were adjusted to the requirements of that much more numerous class

of persons who were not permanently established citizens and who could

not afford more than a small annual fee.

Last comes the full development of the American administrative prin-

ciple in libraries, that of supplying all at the common expense of all,

yet gratuitously to each. A free town library, according to this defini-

tion, seems to have existed in New York as early as the year 1700,

when the Rev. John Sharp, chaplain to the Earl of Bellamont, governor
of New York, bequeathed his books to the city for a public library.

After many years of neglect and misuse, this collection, however, be-

came fused with the proprietary Society Library; the time was too

early for the liberality of the project. Again, Governor Clinton, of

New York, in his message in 1827, suggested the establishment of free

school district libraries in that State, which were subsequently imi-

tated elsewhere; but this movement did not bring out adequately the

best capabilities of a public free library system, being, indeed, mainly
378
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for children. Thus it remains to date the practical establishment of the

real public free library system from the origin of the Boston Public

Library.
While these four successive classes of libraries exhibit each a constant

and decided advance in liberality of plan and in capacity of usefulness,

none has become obsolete, but all four remain alive together, suiting

and benefiting different classes, each in its own way.
Some such preliminary statement as this seemed necessary, in order

to show clearly what is tlie appropriate place and the distinctive char-

acter of the so-called "mercantile libraries.'' These are enumerated by
Mr. Jewett 1 in a more general class, which he calls "social libraries."

This class of "social libraries" includes, he says, "athenraums, lyceums,

young men's associations, mechanics' institutions, and mercantile libra-

ries." And he says in the next paragraph, "In some States, almost

every town has, under some name, a social library."

As distinct from the other " social libraries," the mercantile libraries

may be described as primarily for the use of merchants' clerks; second-

arily, also, for all general readers. They are established in large towns
;

are not free nor owned in shares, but are open to all on payment of a peri-

odical fee; and they are managed by the business part of the community,
most commonly by the clerks. Probably the "

apprentices' libraries "

might with sufficient propriety be considered under the same head, at

least so far as professional matters relating to libraries are concerned,
but they are not at this time specifically discussed. Libraries, however,
called by such names as " young men's institute,"

" young men's asso-

ciation,"
"
lyceum," etc., so far as their character, purposes, and man-

agement are like those having the word " mercantile " in their title, are

naturally reckoned with them. Those of the Young Men's Christian

Associations are not so included.

Mercantile libraries as a class grew up as part of the great educational

movement of the second quarter of this century ;
a movement pretty

distinctly visible in the history of the period, and to which also belongs
the establishment in England of the " mechanics' institutions," of the

Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, etc.; and in this country
the important series of educational movements which first received

their main impulse about the year 1837. Our two oldest mercantile

libraries are, that of Boston, established March 11, 1820, and that of

New York, whose foundation was determined on November 9 of the

same year. In the next year the Philadelphia Mercantile Library (now,

however, become a stock concern) was started. The Albany Young
Men's Association and the Detroit Young Men's Society were founded
in 1833; the Troy Young Men's Association in 1834; the Cincinnati

Young Men's Mercantile Library and the Buffalo Young Men's Asso-

ciation in 1835
;
the Hartford Young Men's Institute (the successor of

the old proprietary Hartford Library Company, which was in existence

1 Notices of Public Libraries in tbe United States, page Iri9.
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before 1793) in 1833; the Baltimore Mercantile Library in 1839
;
and so

on, to a total number which cannot be stated with accuracy, but which is

not less than thirty, and might be made much larger by relaxing the

definition a little. The youngest of them all to be baptized with the

good old name of " mercantile library," it is believed, is that at Gal-

veston, Tex., which was founded in the fall of 1870, and which in 1873

became a free public library. Another of the youngest of them, the

Brooklyn Mercantile Library, founded in October 1857, is one of the

most energetic and flourishing. This list is not, of course, offered as

complete, but only to show the dates of establishing some of the prin-

cipal mercantile libraries.

It is probable that any public library founded now is decidedly more

likely to be organized as a free town library, open to all without any

payment, than as a subscription or yearly fee library. It does not now
seem likely that many additional libraries will be joined to the existing

class of mercantile libraries. There are even a few cases that indicate

a decrease in their number as not improbable. Such are those of mer-

cantile libraries whose revenues and strength of position generally have

been materially impaired by the establishment of a free public library

in the same community. It would not be difficult to prove that such im-

pairment may probably be avoided, on the obvious principle of using
business like ways of dealing with the emergency a doctrine peculiarly

appropriate to institutions managed by business men. Without elabo-

rating in this place any details of a scheme for this purpose, it will do

to suggest that the great free public libraries do not exterminate but

rather tend to multiply the small business "
circulatjng libraries," of a

few hundred volumes each, which newsdealers, booksellers, fancy goods

dealers, and the like, so often manage. And if this be the case, it is

quite certain that the mercantile libraries, if managed on the same

principle, need not fail any more than their smaller neighbors. That

principle is, to meet the business demand for reading. This requires

two things: first, to use the main efforts of the library in supplying
books that people want to read

;
and second, to permit such modes of

paying (cash payments only are meant) for the use of the books as the

customers of the library may like best. Such management makes a

pork business successful
;
so it does a bookselling business

;
so it does

the small trading circulating libraries; and if this be true, much more

would it make the mercantile libraries successful, co-operating as it

would with the comparatively powerful position and influence which

they already possess.

In the meanwhile, however, the majority of our mercantile libraries

are, like the largest and most valuable and useful of them, the New York

Mercantile Library, the only important public circulating libraries in

their respective towns, and while nominally, in some sense, pertaining to

the mercantile class, or to the young men, generally, they are in fact open
to anybody who pays the moderate annual fee

;
and they do a great and

indispensable service to the interests of literature.
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The intimate original connection of the mercantile or young men's

libraries with the general educational movement of the uecond quarter of

this century was most evident in the feature, common to all the earliest

of them, and still retained to a considerable extent, of a school, or at least

an educational, department. This consisted most frequently of classes in

such studies as book-keeping, arithmetic, writing, and modern languages.
Sometimes gymnasiums, or classes in athletic exercise, were added.

The usual reading room has, in some cases, a chess room attached.

In some instances, cabinets of minerals, coins, or other objects of inter-

est have been begun, accordin g to the tendency to the study of natural

science at' the period when the young men's libraries began. Classes

or societies for debate, and for exercises in declamation and composition,
have sometimes been formed. Thus these institutions, instead of being,
like the earlier proprietary libraries or the later free public libraries,

confined to the single function of furnishing books to readers, were

planned rather like a sort of business college, as if to furnish a general

higher education to those who had not been able to go as far as desira-

ble at school. The courses of lectures in connection with the mercantile

libraries, which have been a nearly constant feature, and are even

more prominent than any of those just enumerated, arose from this same

original school or collegiate character
;
for when these libraries began

to be established, the public lectures, or "
lyceum lectures,^ as they

used to be and still are sometimes called, were supposed to be not mere

entertainments, as most of them now are, but actual courses of instruc-

tion, relatively as much so as the "Lowell lectures" at Boston. As the

public demand changed, however, and as the lectures in the market be-

came gradually mere amusements, the libraries came to make use of

them no longer as parts of their school system, but as means of re-

inforcing their finances. For a certain period, the annual course of

lectures was relied on as a source of income just as regularly and just

as safely as the payment of the regular subscriptions ;
and other amuse-

ments, such as concerts, for instance, were sometimes interspersed with

them. Of late years, the annual reports, however, show a very notice-

able diminution of profit, and in a good many cases a loss from this bus-

iness, insomuch that a considerable number of these libraries no longer

organize courses of lectures regularly every winter, but confine them-

selves to seizing any occasion al good opportunity to provide a single

lecture or a special series. The rest of these school departments, as the

classes for special instruction, the gymnasiums, chess rooms, and debat-

ing societies, in some instances still continue, and are of considerable,

though it cannot be said very extensive, service.

The nature of the collections of books in these libraries varies greatly.

Some of them founded on old and solid libraries, or commanding consid-

erable means, are of much positive value, at least for general culture,

though there is probably not one which has a complete apparatus for

investigating any single branch of knowledge. To a predominating
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extent they are primarily, as they must necessarily be, collections of

popular literature.

The conditions on which their books are used, the modes of register-

ing the names of borrowers, and the delivery and return of books, the

details of service and business, present no special points for discussion,

being like the corresponding parts of the administration of other cir-

culating libraries, and modified in individual cases rather by the char-

acter of the management than by the designation of the institution

itself.

The chief difficulty felt by these libraries it may pretty safely be said

by all libraries is wantof money and of efficient aid from the public. For

this want there is, however, one clearly manifest reason peculiar to young
men's libraries. They are conducted by rapidly changing boards whose

members are often mere youths. Their affairs are taken in hand once

a year, and reported toand dealtwithby a meetingof the members, whose

votes, cast during an exciting canvass for officers of the library, may,
and frequently do, decide the general policy and detailed measures of

the library for the coming year. Such methods do passably well iu

associated enterprises, conducted by experienced business men, and,

indeed, no one who knows the history of the young men ?s libraries can

fait to admire the remarkable degree of good sense and good business

management with which they have been conducted. Yet there is some-

times a good deal of troublesome and not very handsome intriguing at

the annual elections to oust one party or person, or to introduce another.

Sometimes the executive force is changed in a similar manner. Some-

times, on the other hand, there is too much apathy, and the machine

moves only in a slow and rusty way in the hands of managers disin-

clined or unable to give it the requisite care and energy. And it is

natural and unavoidable that the older citizens, when applied to, as they
are from time to time, for money with which to enlarge such a library,

should hesitate to intrust an important property in personal or real

estate, or both, wholly to such a collection of young people. Accord-

ingly, where sttch measures have been accomplished, it has in some cases

at least, been by means of associating a body of older men with the

younger ones, with a special control over the merely property interests of

the library. Such a double organization is that of the New York Mer-

cantile Library Association, where the library itself and its conduct are

in the hands of the merchants' clerks, while its real estate business

and the income of the same are controlled by the Clinton Hall Associa-

tion, which consists of old and conservative men of business. This sort

of May and December conjunction causes more or less friction, but, on

the whole, the institution gets along remarkably well
;
and while nobody

dreams that the young men want to do anything wrong or foolish, the

presence and authority of the old ones make it reasonably certain that

they could not if they did, at least to a fatal extent.

For increasing the prosperity and usefulness of the mercantile libraries,

none but general methods can be suggested, namely, to push them as
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energetically and wisely as possible. The friends of institutions estab-

lished with forms and habits of their own, do not often relish the idea

of changing them. It is, accordingly, not worth while to seek any

changes in such mercantile libraries as are meeting with reasonable

success. Where, however, the prospects of a mercantile library are not

so encouraging as might be desired, the present state of public senti.

inent warrants the belief that a revival would not improbably result

from changing it into a free public library. This can always be done in

such a way as to respect and preserve the traditions of the older insti-

tution. And while, on the one hand, there might be some detriment

from the change, there doubtless would be, on the other, an advantage
so great as to be decisive wherever it could be fully secured. This advan-

stage is the identifying the ownership of, responsibility for, and interest in

the library, not with any one class, no matter how intelligent and re-

spectable, but with the whole community. This, of course, points to

putting the library on exactly the same basis as other municipal con-

cerns
; indeed, it makes the library a part of the government; a part

surely more creditable and worthy of encouragement than the jail or

the poorhouse.

[Following will be found tables of Mercantile, Young Men's Associa-

tion, and Young Men's Institute Libraries, showing the date of organi-

zation of each and the number of volumes in each, according to the

latest returns.

Most of the athena3urns, mechanics' institutes, and apprentices' libra-

ries are similar in character and purpose, in many respects, to the classes

above mentioned, and it has been thought proper, therefore, to add the

statistics of the more important of these. Further details respecting

all of them will be found in the general taVle of statistics in Chapter
XXXIX of this report. EDITORS.]

Mercantile Libraries.
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Young Men's Associations.



Young Men's Mercantile Libraries.

Mechanic*' and Apprentice*' Libraries.



CHAPTER XV.

THE LIBRARIES OF YOUXG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS.

BY CEPHAS BRAIXERD.

YOUXG MEN'S CHHISTIAX ASSOCIATION'S THEIR NUMISKK AND MEMBERSHIP NTMHER
AND EXTENT OF LIBRARIES AND RKADIXG ROOMS PURPOSES CHARACTER Ol READ-

IXG GERMAN ASSOCIATIONS CATHOLIC YOUNG MEN'S ASSOCIATIONS STATISTICS.

LIBRARIES OF YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS.

The first Young Men's Christian Association in the United States was

organized at Boston, Mass., in 1851. There are now, according to the

latest returns received, 478 associations, with an aggregate membership
of 02,180. One hundred and eighty associations, with an aggregate

membership of 43,612, report libraries containing altogether 164,188

volumes
;
139 report libraries valued in the aggregate at $227,268 ;

201

report reading rooms, with an aggregate average attendance of 9,145

readers daily.

The largest library reported is that of the Association at Washington,
D. C., which, together with that of the Washington Library, deposited
in the same rooms, contains about 15,000 volumes.

Theactive membership of these associations is almost wholly composed
of young men, a majority of whom are clerks and artisans. The man-

agement is in the hands of a small body of Christian men, wh,o seek,

through the agencies of the associations, the moral, mental, and social

elevation of those who come within their reach. These societies have

been steadily growing in numbers and influence for the last quarter of

a century, and notably since 1865. Two and one-half millions of dollars

have, within the last ten years, been permanently invested in fifty-one

association buildings and some fifty building funds. Seventy-five
trained men are now constantly employed in their executive work and
administration. They are not isolated societies, but are connected in

State organizations, and finally in a single co-operative agency, which

embraces the English speaking part of the continent. Through these

general combinations, by means of committees and paid agents, they are

united in efforts to increase the power of existing associations and to

form new ones. While the moral welfare and advancement of the mem-

bership are sought most earnestly, and as a paramount object, the

agencies for education are not neglected. There is scarcely an associa-

tion which does not have its annual course of lectures, while those in

the larger towns and cities sustain classes in those branches of practical

knowledge which are especially available in business pursuits. The

greater proportion of the libraries are circulating libraries, but two of the

386
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largest are used simply for reference and reading in the library room.

The small collections of 100 volumes and less are composed almost

wholly of books of biblical reference for the use of the members of the

association and the Sunday school teachers of the community.
In the purchase of books the first aim of an association is to supply

the means for Bible study, and this portion of their collections is always
in advance of the other. They then seek to obtain books most useful

to the young men who frequent their rooms, in the line of their business

employments. They then add histories, biographies, travels, poetry, and
those works of fiction and general literature which are not considered

objectionable.

The use made of these books may be illustrated by the statistics of a

reading and reference library of about 10,000 volumes for the year 1874,

(excluding therefrom the use of dictionaries and encyclopedias :) His-

tory, 11 per cent.
; biography, 4 per cent.; travels and geography, 3^

per cent.
;
Bibles and biblical works, 6 per cent.

; theology, 3^ per cent.
;

general literature, 18 per cent.
; poetry and the drama, 7 per cent.

;
fie.

tion and tales, 29 per cent.
;
arts and sciences, 17 per cent. These

figures indicate unmistakably a decided preference for .the better class

of reading. They offer a fair example of the reading in all the libraries.

It is believed that the library of the New York Association, which

embraces 10,552 volumes, is the most valuable of its class in the coun-

try. The books have been selected with the utmost care, are of the best

English editions, when those have been obtainable, and are, for the

most part, excellently bound. This collection is quite complete in stand-

ard history and theology. Much attention has been given to the depart-

ment of art, particularly in the matter of engraving, and the progress of

that art is illustrated by a series of 8,000 engraved portraits begin-

ning at a very early period and brought down to the time when the art

reached its most perfect development. The library room of this associa-

tion has shelves for 25,000 volumes.

The reading rooms of the associations are always free to the general

public. Some are particularly complete in the various departments of

periodical literature.

It is considered of the first importance that both the libraries and

reading rooms should be kept open at hours when they will be con-

veniently accessible to the young men of the community. Some of them
are open during a large portion of each Sunday, though this is far from

being an invariable practice among these societies.

In no case are these collections of books mere libraries; they do not

stand alone, but are part of a complex machinery, all of which has a

unity of design in seeking, largely by the personal effort of individu-

als, the elevation and best welfare of the young men of the community.
The library of the young men's Christian association is, in many

towns, the only one open to the public, and hence it has been the aim
of those who are active in the association movement to encourage and

foster every exhibition of the book gathering spirit.
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[Of the 478 associations before mentioned 23 are known as German

Young Men's Christian Associations, their membership being composed
of persons of that nationality.

Besides these, there are in the United States a number of Catholic

Young Men's Associations which possess libraries and reading rooms for

the use of their members. The statistics of these are but imperfectly

reported, there being as yet no central organization like that of the

Young Men's Christian Associations. The oldest of these associations

reported is that known as the Catholic Philopatrian Literary Institute

of Philadelphia, which was organized in 1850. Among the largest are

those of the Catholic Institute, Cincinnati, Ohio, organized in 18GO, and

the Catholic Library Association of Fort Wayne, Ind., organized in 1871,

which contain 3,000 volumes each.

Reports from nine Catholic associations show that they possess libra-

ries containing, in the aggregate, about 18,000 volumes.

Following will be found a table showing the date of organization and

number of volumes in library of the more important associations of both

classes before mentioned. The statistics of others will be found in the

general table in Chapter XXXIX of this report. EDITORS.]

Table of principal libraries of Young Men's Christian Associations and Catholic Youny
.l/ew's Associations.

Place.



CHAPTER XVI.

FREE LIBRARIES.

BY J. P. QTIIXCY.

RELATION OF THE CITIZEN AND THE STATE TO FREE LIBRARIES INCENTIVES TO THOR-
OUGH READING SELECTION OF BOOKS USE AND ABUSE OF FICTION VALUE OF
SPECIAL AND COMPLETE CATALOGUES EDUCATIONAL INFLUENCES AND ADVANTAGES

INDIVIDUAL ENDOWMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

The free library, regarded from the alcoves by those responsible for

their supply and arrangement, necessarily suggests studies in the details

of administration. The citizen for whose convenience this wonderful

institution has come into being, as he presents his card at the desk and
summons the author whose instruction he needs, as naturally considers

the central principle which it illustrates and the subtile influences it is

already diffusing in the world.

There are certain eminent philosophers who have emphatically an-

nounced that the sole duty of the state is to administer justice. Legis-

lation should not attempt to improve and uplift the citizen, but be satis-

fied in providing him with a policeman and a penitentiary. They assure

us that private enterprise will best furnish the community with what-

ever civilizing and ennobling influences it may lack. Even the public

school, we are told, is a blunder of which the logical outcome is a state

church, with an annual item of "faggots for heretics" to be assessed

upon all tax-payers. It would not be wise for any moderate dialectician

to question the construction of the syllogisms which have brought

really great men to these dismal conclusions
;
but I have sometimes

thought that it would be pleasant to take an evening walk with one of

them (Mr. Herbert Spencer, for instance) through the main street of a

New England town, and see if he would recognize any tendency to the

evils that he had predicted. He would be shown the ancient barroom

(happily closed) which an unfettered private enterprise once provided
as the sole place of evening resort. Some of the older inhabitants

might be summoned to give their recollections of this central rallying

place. It was the social exchange of the community, every night ablaze

with light, inviting all male passers-by to try the animal comforts of

spirits and tobacco. Even persons of local respectability, having no-

where else to go, were wont to stray in and stupefy themselves into

endurance of the vulgar jests of the barkeeper and the chorus of brutal
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talk tbat must prevail when whisky is abundant and women are left

out. Our distinguished thinker would learn that this tippling house

had been closed by the fiat of a government which no longer permits
the open bar to flaunt its temptations in the jace of men

;
and not only

was the liberty of the liquor dealing citizen thus outraged, and his

private enterprise remorselessly put down, but this same government

(going on from bad to worse) audaciously exceeded its proper functions

by opening a spacious library, heated and lighted at the general cost.

Instead of the barkeeper and his satellites, we find modest and pleasing

young women dispensing books over the counter. Here are working-

men, with their wives and daughters, reading in comfortable seats or

selecting volumes to make home attractive. If we should estimate in

dollars the saving to the community of that government action which

theorists have condemned, the result would be most gratifying. To the

moral advance which in this case had been initiated by substituting a

public institution for a private enterprise, there would be no want of

fervent testimony. Of course one could not ask an inexorable logician

to abandon those compact formulas about the limits of state action,
which are the best of labor saving inventions to all who can accept
them, We could only set against the philosopher's reasoning what a

poet has called " the unreasoning progress of the world
;

" and we may
rejoice that no American citizen who has studied the actual workings
and perceived the yet undeveloped capabilities of his town library is

likely to be disturbed by the deductions of a merely verbal logic. He
is familiar with at least one form of this dreaded government interfer-

ence, which not only expresses the collective will of the people, but

constantly tends to inform and purify its sources.

The diminution of human effort necessary to produce a given result is

nowhere more strikingly exhibited than in one of our free libraries. One
is tempted to parody the Celtic paradox, tbat one man is as good as

another and a great deal better too, by saying that a public library is just
as good as a private one, and for the effective study of books has decided

advantages over it. A student is much more apt to fix and record

the results of reading if the book is not owned. The volumes which

stand on his private shelves may be mastered at any time, which turns

out to be no time, or rather they need not be mastered at all, for there

they are, ready for reference at a moment's notice, but the books bor-

rowed for a few weeks from the public library he is compelled to read

carefully, and with pen in hand. The one secular institution which

encourages self-development as an aim should be especially favored in

the times upon which we have fallen. Who has not had moments of

skepticism touching the solid advantages to humanity of the mechanical

triumphs our generation has seen ? They have created a host of new
desires to be gratified, of imimagined luxuries to stimulate the fierce

competitions which thrust the weakest to the wall. But we cannot help

entertaining Mr. Mill's painful doubt whether all the splendid achieve-
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inents of physics and chemistry have yet lightened the toil of a single
human being. We read that the railroads are rapidly extending the

cattle plague and the cholera, and that Mr. Adams told the Comte de

Paris that, had the ocean telegraph been laid a few years earlier, the

frightful calamity of a war between England and America could not

have been avoided. If we would bind these Titans in wholesome service

to the higher interests of our race, it must be done by a commensurate

expansion of the means of popular education. It will not do to ignore
the fact that their advent has greatly increased the difficulties of main-

taining a healthy political system. It is only by constantly extending

knowledge that we may take good heart, and accept the situation. The
best use to which we can put the stage coach of our ancestors is to carry
us to the railroad, and we can best employ their precious legacy of the

free school as a conveyance to the free library.

There is one question concerning the functions of free libraries upon
which different opinions are held by estimable persons. Should an in-

stitution, supported by tax-payers to promote the general interests of

the community, hasten to supply any baoks which people can be induced

to ask for by unscrupulous puffs with which publishers fill the papers I

It must, of course, be admitted! that there may be good reasons why
the libraries of wealthy cities should preserve single copies of every-

thing that comes to hand. Silly, and even immoral, publications may
offer illustrations to the student of history, and give him valuable aid

in reproducing the life of the past. But the smaller libraries, which

cannot aim at completeness, have not this excuse for neglecting to exer-

cise a reasonable censorship upon books, and for S3eking only to adapt
their supplies to a temporary and indiscriminating demand. Surely a

state which lays heavy taxes upon the citizen in order that children

may be taught to read is bound to take some interest in what they read
;

'and its representatives may ^vell take cognizance of the fact, that an

increased facility for obtaining works of sensational fiction is not the

special need of our country at the close of the first century of its inde-

pendence.

Physicians versed in the treatment of those nerve centres, whose

disorder has so alarmingly increased of late years, have testified to the

enervating influence of the prevalent romantic literature, and declared

it to be a fruitful cause of evil to youth of both sexes. The interesting

study of the effects of novel reading in America, to be found in Dr.

Isaac Kay's treatise upon Mental Hygiene, should be familiar to all

who are responsible for the education of our people. Senator Yeauian,

in hi.s recent work upon government, exclaims:

The volumes of trash poured forth daily, weekly, and monthly, are appalling. Many

minds, which, if confined to a few volumes, would become valuable thinkers, are lost

in the wilderness of brilliant and fragrant weeds.

It has been very hastily assumed that if our j'oung people cannot

obtain the sensational novels which they crave, they will make no use
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of the towu library. But tbis is not so. Boys and girls will read what
is put in their way, provided their attention is judiciously directed, and

the author is .not above their capacity. I am, fortunately, able to ad-

duce direct testimony to a truth which will appear self evident to many
who are thoroughly in sympathy with the masses of our people and

have studied their requirements.

There is a free libr.iry in Germantown, Pa., sustained by the liberality

of a religious body, and frequented by artisans and working people of

both sexes. It has been in existence for six years, contains at present

more than 7,000 volumes, and takes the extreme position of excluding all

novels from its shelves. A passage from the report for 1874, of its

librarian, Mr. William Kite, is commended to the attention of those who
affirm that libraries have no interest for the masses of our people unless

they administer sensational fiction in heroic doses :

In watching the use of our library as it is more and more resorted to by tha younger
readers of our coinnauuity, I have been much interested in its influence in weaning them

from a desire for works of fiction. On first joining the library, the new comers often

ask for such books, but failing to procure them, and having their attention turned to

works of interest and instruction, in almost every instance they settle down to good

reading and cease asking for novels. I am persuaded that much of this vitiated taste

is cultivated by the purveyors to the reading classes, aud that they are responsible for

an appetite they often profess to deplore, but continue to cater to, under the plausible

excuse that the public will have such works.

A letter from Mr. Kite (dated November 11, 1875) gives most gratify-

ing statements concerning the growth and success of the Friends' Free

Library. I take the liberty of quoting the following extracts, as bearing

upon the matter in hand :

As to the question of inducing readers to substitute wholesome re'ading for fiction,

there is no great difficulty about it. It requires a willingness on the part of the care-

takers to assume the labor of leading their tastes for a time. A very considerable

number of the frequenters of our library are factory girls, the class most disposed to

seek amusement in novels and peculiarly liable to be injured by their false pictures of

life. These young people have, under our State laws, an education equal to reading

average literature. . . . According to our gauge of their mental calibre, we offer

to select an interesting book for them. They seem often like children learning

to walk; they must be led awhile, but they soon cater for themselves; we have

thought bat few leave because they cannot procure works of fiction. . . . We
receive great help, in rightly leading our young readers, from ourjuvenile department.

Perhaps the name hardly conveys the nature of the books, for it contains many works

intended to give rudimentary instruction in natural history aud science, and does not

contain children's novels. Sunday school or others. It is safe to say that relaxation in

the sense spoken of as belonging to novel reading is obtained by our readers in the use

of books of travel, of which we have a rich collection.

In further illustration of what seems to me to be the better American

opinion upon the matter under consideration, I quote from the last report

(1875) of the examining committee of the Boston Public Library. That
committee was composed of well known aud responsible men, who may
be presumed to have given due consideration to the language they
sanction. The italics in the following extract are mine :
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There is -a vast range of epbemeral literature, exciting and fascinating, apologetic of

vice or confusing distinctions between plain right and wrong ; fostering discontent

with the peaceful, homely duties which constitute a large portion of average men and
women's lives; responsible for an immense amount of the mental disease and moral

irregularities which are so troublesome an element in modern society and this is the

kind of reading to which multitudes naturally take, ichich it is not the business of a town

library to supply, although for a tiina it may be expedient to yield to its claims while

awaiting the development of a more elevated taste. Notwithstanding many popular
notions to the contrary, it is no part of the duty of a municipality [ to raise taxes for

the amusement of the people, unless the amusement is tolerably sure to be conducive

to the liigher ends of good citizenship. . . . The sole relation of a town library to

the general interest is as a supplement to the school system; as an instrumentality of higher

instruction to all classes of people.

No one has ever doubted that the great majority of books in a free

library should be emphatically'popular in their character. They should

furnish reading interesting and intelligible to the average graduate of

the schools. And there is no lack of such works. The outlines of the

sciences have been given by men of genius after methods the most sim-

ple and attractive. History and biography in the hands of competent
authors fascinate the imagination and givea healthy stimulus to thought.
The narratives of travelers, beautifully illustrated as they so often are

at the present day, are thrilling enough to gratify that love of wild

adventure which is at times a wholesome recoil from the monotonies of

civilization. Some of the great masters of romance interest, and at the

same time elevate and teach. What theologian has shown the power
of secret sin to inthrall the human heart as Hawthorne has shown
U in the Scarlet Letter? Can Milton's noble Ode on the Morning of

Christ's Nativity reach, the average ear like the lovely Christmas

Carol of Charles Dickens ? Few persons could think it desirable to

exclude all fiction from their town library. But it is one thing to admit

certain works of imagination of pure moral tendency, which have proved
their vitality by living at least a year or two

;
it is quite another thing

to assume that the town library is to be made a rival agency to the

book club, the weekly paper, the news stand, and the railroad depot, for

disseminating what are properly*enough called " the novels of the day."
Granted that fiction is an important ingredient in education, it is not

the ingredient which is especially lacking in American education at the

present time, and which the public funds must hasten to supply.
It may be thought that I am taking needless pains to emphasize

views which all leaders of opinion willingly accept. Unhappily this is

not the case. A gentleman, whose honorable military services always
secure him the public ear, declared, in a recent address, that free libra-

ries should distribute the literature known as "dime novels," seeing
that these productions, although

u
highly sensational," are "

morally
harmless." The fallacy, as it seems to me, is almost too transparent for

exposure. Morally harmless to whom, and under what circumstances!

Many physiologists believe that, to certain persons at certain periods of

life, the moderate use of alcoholic stimulants is not only morally harm-
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less but physically beneficial. Wonld it be well, then, for our towns, at

the collations some of them give to parents and pupils at the end of the

school year, to place plentiful supplies of wine and spirits upon the

tables? Nobody will deny that an occasional dime novel may be mor-

ally harmless to the middle aged mechanic at the close of his day of

honest work. He is amused at the lurid pictures of the every-day
world he knows so well, takes care to put the book out of the way of

his* children, and finds himself none the worse for his laugh over the

bloody business of the villain and the impossible amours of the heroine.

But now let us look at the testimony of Jesse Pomeroy, the boy mur-

derer, at present under sentence of death. Mr. J. T. Fields, in a lecture

of which I find a notice in the Boston Journal, (December 14, 1875,)

reports a conversation held with this, miserable youth :

Pomeroy, in the course of the interview, said that he had always been a great reader

of blood and thunder stories, having read probably sixty
" dime novels," all treating of

scalping and deeds of violence. The boy said that he had no doubt that the reading
of those books had a great. deal to do with his course, and lie would advise all boys to

leave them alone.

If it is held to be the duty of the State to supply boys and girls with

dime novels, and the business of the schools to tax the people that

they may be taught to read them, public education is not quite as de-

fensible as mai^y persons have supposed.
It would be foolish to draw any definite line respecting the selection

of books for free libraries, and to declare it worthy of universal adop-
tion. The gentlemen of the Boston committee, while proclaiming the

principle which these institutions should embody, imply that it is pro-

visionally expedient to furnish the literature whose tendencies they so

unequivocally condemn. I am not concerned to dispute their conclu-

sion. The question deserves very grave consideration, and its decision

may wisely differ in different communities. Libraries already organized

may for a time be fettered by precedents that were hastily established.

It may be best that their managers should not directly oppose existing

prejudices, but should gradually gain sftch spots of vantage ground as

may be held against unreasonable attacks. Some of our librarians have

already entered upon an important line of duty, and offer wise guidance
to their communities in the art of effective reading. The efforts of Mr.

Winsor and other pioneers in this direction should be met in a spirit of

thorough and cordial appreciation. They have recognized the fact

that they are not servants to supply a demand, but that (within limits)

they are responsible for the direction of a new and mighty force. It

is to be hoped that the directors of our smaller libraries will gradually
attain conceptions of public duty which will prevent them from court-

ing a temporary popularity by hastening to supply immature and unreg-

ulated minds with the feverish excitements they have learned to crave.

There is a silent opinion ready to sustain those who will associate with

the town library an atmosphere of pure ideas and generous traditions.
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We cannot evade a responsibility which has been placed upon us of

this passing generation. One of the most promising institutions yet
born into the world must be bequeathed to our successors as an instru-

ment always working in the direction of moral and social development.
As not without connection with the subject just dismissed, I desire

to protest against the very common assumption that the number of

books a library circulates serves to measure its usefulness to the com-

munity sustaining it. Even if we reach this conclusion by reckoning

only the works of real value which are called for, it may be wholly fal-

lacious. If such a test is to be recognized, the noble work that has been

done in cataloguing will often appear to be superfluous. I am sure that

many persons consulting the Boston Public Library will agree with

me that its peculiar advantage lies less in the great number of its books,
than in the fact that exhaustive catalogues guide the student to just the

book he wants; he is not compelled to swell statistics of circulation by

taking out ten books that were not wanted in order to find the volume

of which he stands in need. A little reflection will make it evident that

the circulation credited to a free library may throw very faint light upon
the one important question of the manner and spirit in which its privi-

leges have been used. To set everybody to reading in all leisure hours

is not necessarily the best thing that the institution can do for us. Much
of its highest usefulness must reach the tax-payer indirectly, and

through vicarious channels. Our people are an exceptionally good
medium for the transmission of intellectual force. The free library will

benefit many of its supporters through the minister's sermon and the

physician's practice ;
the editor's leader will lead toward sounder con-

clusions; the teacher will learn, not only something worth communi-

cating, but the best methods of imparting knowledge orally to opening
minds. An educational centre may confer no slight blessing upon out-

lying dependencies by leading to the recovery of the lost art of conver-

sation, as quickening as vulgar personal gossip is enfeebling to the

human mind. It is plain that no attainable statistics will measure the

work of the town library. There are no figures that will tell us, even

approximately, what portion of the intelligence of the community would

have lain dormant without it. How many individuals of exceptional

capacity have been encouraged in thinking and acting more wisely than

the mass of their fellow-citizens, we can never know. We must take for

granted what is incapable of direct demonstration. But it is important
to remember that as intellectual effort is kindled fewer books may bo

wanted. Excessive indulgence in miscellaneous reading is soon found

to be incompatible with any real assimilation of knowledge. Statistics

are desirable so long as we do not credit them with information which

they cannot give. It is certainly possible that the usefulness of a free

library may increase in inverse ratio to the circulation of its books.

It is yet too soon to estimate the wonderful results to which this gift

of literature to the masses of the people*is destined to lead. It will
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act and react upon our successors in ways that we can scarcely antici-

pate. Mr. Fronde has contended that the transition from the old indus-

trial education to the modern book education is not for the present a

sign of what can be called progress. But this is only sayiug that all

fruitful principles bring temporary disorder in their train. Something
may be urged in behalf of the discipline that went with apprenticeship,
when contrasted with the smattering of unvitalized knowledge which
was all that some of the earlier experiments in public education seemed
able to supply. But the moment the public school is supplemented by
a public library, its capacity is increased an hundredfold. And this

should be recognized by some modification of the ends at which our earlier

schools, the schools of the masses of the people, direct their energies.

When good books could be obtained only by the wealthy, there was

some excuse for crowding a child's memory with disconnected scraps of

knowledge. But now that the free library is opened, sounder methods

are demanded. The miscellaneous examining must give place to a train-

ing that tends to develop the reflective and logical faculties of the mind.

Our classical schools, the schools of a small class,-defend their narrow

course of study with the plea that it is their special work to fit for the wider

opportunities of college. It is fast becoming the work of the schools

of our governing majority to fit for the people's college, the town library.

Many years ago, Macaulay declared the literature then extant in the

English language of far greater value than the literature extant in all

the languages of the world three centuries before. The noble contri-

butions that this literature has received during the last tcore of years

throw a new emphasis upon the statement. When our public instruc-

tion gives the power of residing English with ease, and of writing it

with some knowledge of the delicacies of its vocabulary, when it is

perceived that its true end is to facilitate and systematize the use of pub-
lic books, the cost of popular education will be repaid in a social advance-

ment which now seems in the dimmest future.

The free library will tend to establish some better proportion between

the work which must be done in America and the means provided to do

it. It will give the man of origitality an opportunity of finding the

sympathy and support which are somewhere waiting for him. Under
its hospitable roof the pamphlet may again assume a ministry of instruc-

tion not held of late years. Much valuable investigation is done by
men who have neither the time to write books nor the money to publish

them. Let them remember that a few hundred copies of a pamphlet
are cheaply produced, and, distributed among the free libraries, will

reach those who are prepared to take an interest in the matter discussed.

It is no slight privilege to secure that small circle of sympathetic read-

ers who can be picked from the crowd in no other way. And these

publications, when good work is put into them, are no longer ephemeral.
Bound into volumes, and catalogued under the subjects of which they

treat, they remain to shed whatever light may be in them upon difticul-
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ties with which the world is tormented. The politician, trammeled, it

may be, with the fetters of his party, the journalist, not always emanci-

pated from allegiance to temporary expediencies, easily reach the gen-
eral ear. A new means of communication with the people is opening
for the independent thinker who may in the end direct them both. It

will not be the least service rendered by the free library if men of moral

force, who may hold unpopular opinions, are able to touch the pore^

through which the public is receptiv
re.

It is to be hoped that each free library will gradually become the

centre of the higher life of its community, and will successfully appeal
to private liberality for an increasing attractiveness. A few wealthy
men have already seen that there is no surer way of benefiting :tbeir

neighborhoods than by providing permanent library buildings, capable
of giving the pleasure and education which fair forms and beautiful col-

oring afford. It were well to set apart some room in such an edifice for

the display of pictures and other works of art, and to establish the cus-

tom of lending objects of interest for free exhibition. The usage of giv-

ing the first and best of everything to the sovereign is too good to aban-

don to the "effete despotisms of Europe." It will bear transplanting.

Why should not every one of us acknowledge gracefully the claims of

the general public? When the prosperous citizen treats himself to a

work of art, let it tarry a mouth at the towu library on the way to its

private destination. It will give its possessor a healthier enjoyment for

subjection to this popular quarantine. And not the wealthy alone, but

all classes of the community should be encouraged to give some service

to their library. When the state bestows a privilege, it creates an obli-

gation which it is courteous to acknowledge. Any one who takes a few

good newspapers, or can borrow them of his neighbors before they are

used for kindlings, may make a valuable gift to his town library. By
giving a few moments every evening any one can prepare and index a

scrap book which will always be associated with its donor as a volume

absolutely unique, and of permanent interest. Mixed with masses of

foolish and frivolous matter, much of the best thought of the day finds

its way into the newspapers. Finance, free trade, the relations of capi-

tal and labor, and other important subjects of research, are illustrated

not only by the essays of able journalists, but by the crisp correspond-
ence of active men whose business brings them lace to face with the

short-comings of legislation. The millionaire who, by spending thou-

sands, should present the four Shakspere folios to his town library,

would be thought to have honorably connected his name with the insti-

tution
;
but the man or woman who gives four folio scrap books filled

with the best contemporary discussions of a few great topics of human

interest, is a far more useful benefactor.

To the statesman, to the student of history, as well as to the general

reader, the work will gain in value as the years go by. It seems il<ml>t

ful whether the multitudinous records of the times that are thrown

26 E
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daily from the press can be accommodated within the walls of any
institution. But to preserve judicious selections, capable of easy refer-

ence, will always be a high form of literary usefulness.

When Thomas Hobbes declared that democracy was only another

name for an aristocracy of orators, he never conceived of a democracy
which should be molded by the daily journal and the free library. To
this latter agency we may hopefully look for the gradual deliverance of

the people Irom the wiles of the rhetorician and stump orator, with their

distorted fancies and one-sided collection of facts. As the varied

intelligence which books can supply shall be more and more wisely

assimilated, the essential elements of every political and social question

may be confidently submitted to that instructed common sense upon
which the founders of our Government relied. Let us study to perfect

the workings of this crowning department in our apparatus for popular
education. Unlike all other public charities, the free library is equally

generous to those who have and to those who lack. It cares as tenderly
for the many as for the few, and removes some of those painful con-

trasts in human opportunity which all good men are anxious to rectify



C HAPTE R XVII.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN MANUFACTURING COMMUNITIES.

BY WrLLJAM I. FLETCHER,
Assistant Librarian Watkinson Library of Reference.

MILL LIBRARIES SOCIAL LIBRARIES ENDOWED FREE LIBRARIES PUBLIC FREK
LIBRARIES BUILDINGS GENERAL MANAGEMENT CATALOGUES DETAIL* or MAN-
AGEMENT CHOICE OF BOOKS.

Nowhere does the public library system find a better field than in

those communities which are largely engaged in manufactures. The

densitj
r of the population, the scarcity of books in private ownership,

the dreariness and the dangers of boarding house life, the generally un-

employed evenings of most of the people, offer conditions eminently
suited to give a public library success and usefulness. These facts

have been recognized early in the history of most of our manufacturing

towns, and attempts have been made to establish libraries on some public
or semi-public basis. Four classes of libraries have resulted from these

attempts.
I. MILL LIBRARIES.

Some of the larger manufacturing corporations have established

extensive libraries for the use of their employe's. That of the Pacific

Mills, in Lawrence, Mass., is a good example of this class. To its

establishment the corporation contributed generously, but it is now
maintained by a contribution of one cent a week from each employe.
This assessment is deducted from the wages by the paymaster, in

accordance with an agreement entered into by each employe" on entering

the service of the corporation, and as the average number of hands

employed is from four thousand to four thousand five hundred, the sum
thus realized is sufficient to support the library. It is open every

evening for the drawing of books, and for the use of its well furnished

reading room. The library now contains some 6,000 volumes, and

while there is sufficient light reading to furnish entertainment for those

who seek nothing more, there is also a large and growing accumulation of

the best books in all departments of literature which are adapted to

the needs of a circulating library. No one familiar with the workings
of this great mill can fail to see the benefit of the library in cultivating

among the operatives literary tastes and ambitions, and an esprit <lu
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corps of great value to all the interests of the corporation. The same is

true of the many other instances of libraries of this class. 1

II. SOCIAL LIBRARIES.

Libraries of this class are not peculiar to manufacturing towns, as

they have been nowhere else so successful as in the large cities, where

they are, in most cases, known as mercantile libraries. But the manu-

facturing towns have nearly all had their library societies, which have

filled an important place in the cultivation of literary tastes, and in pre-

paring the way for tlie more modern system of free libraries. Most of

the present free libraries have, in fact, been formed on the nucleus fur-

nished by a social library, and would probably have never come into

existence without the spur to public effort which is found in the gift of

such a nucleus. Social libraries seem now to have had their day, and,

even where they have not been superseded by free libraries, are appar-

ently losing ground in the presence ot the general expectation of better

things.
III. ENDOWED FREE LIBRARIES.

To the honor of the men who have labored at the foundation of our

great manufacturing interests, and have received large wealth as their

merited return, it is to be observed that they have, in many instances,

spent this wealth with a liberal hand for the benefit of the people-

Their benefactions have often taken the form of a gift or bequest for

the establishment or support and enlargement of a public library-

What could be a better use of wealth acquired by the application of

superior skill and intelligence to manufactures, than to employ it in dif-

1 The following from O. A. Archer, librarian of the Blackinton (Mass.) Library, affords

another illustration of the good a public library will do in a community largely com-

posed of operatives in manufactories :

"On tirst settling in the village, about eighteen years ago, I found a large number

of men and boys who had nothing to read, and they spent their evenings in lounging

at the village store. I offered to loan them books from my private library, which offer

was eagerly accepted. The demand was soon greater than the supply, and I determined

to commence collecting a library for the use of the public. A small sum was raised by

subscription in the outset, and although our additions ha\e not since been large, we
have kept the library in good condition, and have managed U> obtain from time to time

such new works as the character of our readers seemed to den, and.

"The patrons of the library are mainly operatives, who, after a day of toil, require

reading largely of a light character, as a means of relaxation
; hence a large part of our

Looks arc of the best class of tictiou. The average factory girl takes amaxingly to

Mary .1. Holmes, Marion Harland, and the like, while many of the men read Irving.

Scott, Dickens, and Thackeray. Books of travel are favorites, especially with the

young folks, while the works of Miss Alcott and Sophie May are in great demand. In

order to make a library in a given locality of real service to the people, much discrim-

ination is needful in selecting books that will be read. A thousand volumes of Greek
and Kouian classics, or scientific works, would be of very little use in a small factory

village. Still, the aim with us is to get the best of every class, and gradually work
in books of a higher class, as the demand for them is created." EDITORS.
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fusing intelligence among those who have contributed to its accumula-

tion by honest toil ? Such things as these are the most serious obsta-

cles in the way of those who would array labor against capital as

against a natural enemy.
In a few cases a bequest has furnished all the means for the establish

inent and support of a library, making it a free gift to the people. That
beneficence is doubtless better directed which is so applied as to make
its usefulness and availability depend on more or less effort on the part
of the beneficiaries. Thus, the gift of a building will stimulate effort in

the matter of furnishing its shelves with books
;
or the supply of books

in one important department will excite ambition to Ueep the other de-

partments up with it. A town which makes the liberality of individ-

uals a reason for not doing anything in its public capacity in any depart-
ment of education or progress, is sure to fall behind those which act on

the principle that effort to procure a good thing greatly enhances its

value.

IV. PUBLIC FREE LIBRARIES.

This expression is used for want of a better to characterize those

libraries which are maintained as a part of the regular educational sys-

tem, free to all, and supported by taxation. This is without doubt the

character of the public library of the future, the. outcome of all the

experiments of the past. Only twenty-five years have elapsed since

the bill permitting the laying of rates for the maintenance of public
libraries passed the British Parliament, and a similar one svas adopted in

the Massachusetts legislature. Many of the States have enacted laws

encouraging the establishment of public libraries, and every year adds

to the number.

That the large manufacturing towns, both in England and in this

country, have been among the first to avail themselves of the privilege

of supporting a public library at the public expense, shows the special

adaptedness of the system to such communities. Probably no Ameri-

can town or city can show so good a record of unanimity in this matter

as did the city of Manchester, England, which voted to lay a rate for

library support by a majority of almost exactly one hundred to one. It

should be stated that the library at Manchester was not established by
rates alone, but enjoyed a generous endowment. The public libraries of

Manchester, as the institution with its branches is called, are in tbe vciy

front rank of success and usefulness, their yearly circulation now being

not far from half a million of volumes.

Let it be admitted, then, that this is the form which public libraries

should take to achieve the highest success, especially in a maniilar

turirig community, and let nil efforts to promote their establishment be

made in the direction of inciting, encouraging, and helping the people

to help themselves in this matter. Leaving tins branch of the subject,

which is of too general application to be dwelt on at length in this

paper, it will next be in order to consider some of the details of library

administration in manufacturing towns.
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BUILDINGS.

In an industrial community the library should be placed where it will

be the most likely to attract the attention and induce the visits of the

large class who would not go far in search of it. The corner of impor-
tant streets in the heart of the town is the proper place for it. The
natural desire to remove it from the bustle of business and place it in

some quiet, secluded spot should be sacrificed to more practical consid-

erations when there is a conflict. For the same reason it is doubtful

whether it is wise to maintain so high a standard of excellence in the

construction of a building as has generally been done. While assthetic

considerations should not be lost sight of, and the building should by
no means be unsightly, it is more important that it should be practi-

cally adapted to its uses, and its capacity not be reduced to small limits

on account of the expensive style of the work. In many places the

desire to secure an elegant building according to the conventional stand-

ards has caused the long postponement of the erection of any building
at all, while in others the expense of the work when done has seriously

impaired the resources available for books and the support of the library-

The library is more than the building, and must not be sacrificed to it.

The attempts at adherence to the Gothic or any other ancient style of

architecture in buildings for modern public libraries have not been suc-

cessful, and cannot be in the nature of the case. At the same time, the

expense attending such attempts is unduly large. Another point in-

volving large expense has been the desire to put up absolutely fire proof
structures. This matter is of importance where the preservation of

rare and costly books is concerned, but in regard to such libraries as

we are considering there is little occasion for solicitude, as the books

can generally be readily replaced, and insurance, which can be had at

low rates, will furnish all needed security. In one of the cities of !Xew

England, there is a library built at a cost of nearly 8100,000, which is

a model of substantial elegance and architectural beauty, but which is

admitted to be practically unsuited to the requirements of the case.

Had one-half of the money been expended in a plai n structure contain-

ing rooms arranged throughout primarily with reference to use and con-

venience, probably it would have furnished better and ampler accom-

modations than the present building ;
while the rest of the money?

invested as a book fund, would at once place the library on an inde-

pendent footing.

Especially, in such communities as we are now considering, is it a

mistake to have the library on the secoud floor, surrendering the ground
floor to other uses. The same arguments which favor placing the build-

ing in a central situation, easy of access, apply equally to this point. At
least the reading room and the circulating department should be on the

street level. The main library may be placed on the second floor, and

reached (for use in the room) by a separate entrance, while a few thou-

sand volumes of the books most called for are kept in the delivery room
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below, which should couimuuicate with the library by easy stairs or a

dumb-waiter. In small libraries, two attendants could do all the work

by this arrangement as well as though the delivery of books were done
in the library proper, as is the case in too many of our public libraries;

where it almost, if not quite, prevents the use of the library room for

purposes of study. The great desideratum is, that in making the plans
fora library building, the internal arrangements should be devised by a

person practically acquainted with the workings of such a library as the

building is intended to accommodate, and not by architects or building
committees without such experimental knowledge.

GENERAL MANAGEMENT.

In a manufacturing community it is a matter of great importance and

of no less difficulty to so conduct the public library that it shall be a

favorite resort of all classes. It must neither repel the masses by high
standards and an atmosphere of dignified respectability which will give

it the odor of aristocracy, nor lose its hold on people of culture and re-

finement by descending to low standards and becoming the meeting

place of a disorderly rabble. Where the artisan and laboring classes

are in the majority their interests should be looked after more jealously

than those of any other class, but it may, with proper care, be done in

such a way that both of the extremes mentioned will be avoided. Good

order, decorum, and cleanliness may be enforced without the employ-
ment of severe and obnoxious restrictions. People disinclined to these

virtues may be dealt with firmly but kindly, and the library become the

means of introducing a wholesome reform into their lives in all depart-

ments. The simple keeping of library books in clean paper covers is

worth more than a little for its educational influence. Few persons will

detect themselves soiling a clean book without experiencing a sense of

shame salutary in its tendency; while the receiving a book from the

library in a soiled and dilapidated condition will do little to instil that

respect for the very outside of a book which ought always to be felt. The

expense of re-covering-the books as often as they are soiled and worn is

but little; on the average they will need covering once for every ten

times they are drawn, and the whole cost of covering will not exceed

one cent each.

The character of the attendants and their bearing towards the patrons

of the library deserve close attention in a library having a large con-

stituency of comparatively uncultivated people. To the good breeding

and knowledge of books which will make them acceptable to the literary

portion of the community, they should add that affability, kindness, and

sympathy with even the poorest attempts at culture which will make

them useful and agreeable to all. When the library is thronged with

applicants for books, so that special attention td one will wrong others,

the work must of course be done in a mechanical manner, with a view

to rapidity of execution rather than anything else. But even then
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courtesy and politeness should not be forgotten, and when there is

leisure for it, applicants for books should receive the best assistance

the attendants can render in the form of information not furnished by
the catalogues, or general aid in making selections. Even the subor-

dinat e attendants, so far as they stand between the books and the people,

should have at least a taste for books and an appreciation of their'

own position. Cheapness is not the most desirable quality in library

work.

CATALOGUES.

The only thing to be said on this point that has special reference to

industrial communities is to insist on the catalogues being made with

an eye not to bibliographical and scholarly excellence alone, but also

and especially to the wants of the eotnm on people. Nothing further is

necessary than to refer to the recent class lists of the Boston Public

Library as models of catalogues which meet this requirement. Under
the name of each author is given a brief account of the person, and

under each subject title of importance we have not only a list of the

works on the subject, but also a note gi ring hints as to their compara-
tive value and special excellencies, and referring to review articles and

other sources of further information,

DETAILS OF MANAGEMENT.

With the shifting population of a manufacturing town it is necessary
that some efficient mean* be employed to protect the public library

against the loss of books by loans to irresponsible persons. The means

employed for this purpose are various. Sometimes a deposit of money
equivalent to the value of the books borrowed is required from all per-

sons not possessing busiu ess reponsibility and credit. A more common

system is that in use in Manchester, England, and in many places in

this country, by which every borrower is required to deposit a certificate

signed by some well known and responsible person guaranteeing the

library against loss. The advantages of this svstem are found in its

entire impartiality, the lightness of the burden imposed by it on appli-

cants, and the almost perfect security it affords when well carried out.

In all places where it has been tried it seems to have given great sat-

isfaction. Another system well adapted to man ufacturing communities

is that in which the guarantee certificates are signed not by respectable
citizens at large, but by the members of a regularly constituted board

of reference, consisting of the clergymen, school boards, and city offi-

cials. In this case the certificates are not genuine guarantees against

loss, but simply evidences of the acquaintance of the person signing
with the applicant and the facts cited in the form of application.

This system has worked well and given good satisfaction in places
where it has been tried, though it would seem to be inferior to the

other in some respests. The difficulties arising from frequent changes
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of residence without notice being given at the library, require that a
new registration should be occasionally made.

Experience shows that the losses of books by public; libraries are due
to the carelessness far oftener than to the wrong intent of borrowers.

The few cases of attempt to defraud which a librarian meets with are

comparatively easy to deal with, but the carelessness which causes so

many delinquencies is the source of continual difficulty, and is the

greatest trial of the librarian who strives after accuracy and method. It

is probable that if figures could be compared on this point, it would be
seen that the people in manufacturing towns are more readily subjected
to library discipline, if the expression may be used, than those whose
business and daily lives are less a matter of routine. The employe's in

our large mills and other establishments learn habits of regularity and

punctuality, and also of obedience to rules, which are wanting in many
classes of our population. But in manufacturing towns more need

exists of precautions to guard against losses through removals, as such

removals are very frequent. To show how unstable is this population,
the fact may be cited that one of our large corporations, employing four

thousand hands, reports that it employs and discharges every year a

number equal to or even greater than the whole number employed.
Such a state of things as this demands of the public library two things :

first, the best possible system of keeping account of the books loaned
;

and, second, constant vigilance and promptness in the carrying out of

the system. The system of recording loans by means of separate slips,

one for each entry made, kept in numerical order in a drawer having

compartments for the separate days, which system was first introduced

in the Boston Public Library, and has now been adopted either with or

without some modifications in nearly all the leading libraries, has

proved to be far superior to any other yet employed. Its great excel-

lence is in the fact that the retention of books over time is shown by
the record, without the least expenditure of time or labor in searching
for such facts, making it possible to serve a notice by mail on persons re-

taining books over time within twenty-four hours after they become due.

If the mail notice, in any case, should fail to reach the party addressed,
the fact would soon be known to the librarian, and a messenger put on

track of the book within a very few days, by which means, books bor-

rowed by persons who have even moved out of town can generally be

recovered.

Another recommendation of such a system as this, is found in the fact

that it will inspire in the patrons of the library a respect for its rules and

management, which will be most salutary and useful. But even such a

system is of little value if its administration is not as faithful and ener-

getic as the system is thorough. Left to young and incompetent assist-

ants, it will break down under the weight of errors in the record, and

consequent difficulties with borrowers. Except where a thoroughly com-

petent assistant can be employed to take charge of this department, the
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chief officer of the library should give it his constant personal super-

vision. In the ease of such Ifbraries as \ve are now considering, the

circulating department should be recognized as altogether the most

important, and the best talent employed in the library should be

devoted to its care and improvement. A great deal will be gained in

the direction of interesting the public in the library and in its intelligent

use. if it is made apparent that the management of the library is ac-

tively in sympathy with the popular department, and makes that the

object of its chief solicitude. If, on the other hand, the librarian with-

draws himself to the seclusion of a private office, and devotes his efforts

to the collection and building hpofa library which shall conform to

his persQiial ideas of excellence rather than to the wants of the commu-

nity, gratifying his own tastes as he would in regard to his own private

library, the institution will certainly fail of doing the work it ought,
above all else, to do. And this brings us naturally to the consideration

of the
CHOICE OF BOOKS.

No question connected with public libraries has been so much di>

cussed, or is of such generally recognized importance, as that of the

kinds of reading to be furnished. On the one hand, all kinds of argu-
ments from the political one, that it is not in the province of gov-

ernment to furoish the people with mere recreation, to the religious

one, that it is wicked to read novels have been urged against the

admission of any but the very highest order of fictitious works;

while, on the other hand, the sweeping assertion is made by some
that the public library cannot refuse to supply whatever the public

sentiment calls for. The mean between these two extremes is doubt-

less the true view of the case. The managers of the public library

are no less bound to control and shape the institution in their charge
so as to produce the best result than are the managers of the school

system. To say that calls for books should be accepted as the indi-

cations of what should be furnished, is to make their office a merely
mechanical and perfunctory one. In such communities as we are espe-

cially considering, adherence to such a principle as this would make
the library a mere slop shop of sensational fiction. But in avoiding the

Scyllaof unlimited trash., the Charybdis of too high a standard must be

equally steered clear of. Those who deprecate the free supply of such

fictitious works as the public demands, are generally in favor of the entire

exclusion of fiction of a sensational cast, a course which will unavoid-

ably result iu alienating from the library the very class most needing
its beneficial influence. The old recipe for cooking a hare, which begins
svith "first catch your hare," may well be applied to the process of ele-

vating the tastes of the uncultivated masses. Let the library, then,

contain just enough of the mere confectionery of literature to secure the

interest in it of readers of the lowest not depraved tastes; but let

this be so dealt out as may best make it serve its main purpose of a
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stepping stone to something better. To be more definite, we would
recommend that the library contain one or two sets of the works of that

galaxy of female authors whose names always appear in the focus of

such a discussion as this, and of their compeers of the other sex
;
while

such authors as Mrs. Craik, Mrs. Stoue, Mrs. Whitney, Miss Alcott (we

purposely mention these rather than the masters of fiction, as better

adapted to replace the others) are duplicated to a much greater extent.

Then by^care in the uratter of advising readers whose most desire*,

books are "all out," very much may be done to give them an introduc-

tion to these writers, who will, in many cases, win them to a higher
level of reading.

This result will also be furthered by such an arrangement of the

catalogue that books of an inferior order cannot be looked for with-

out encountering the titles of those of greater value. This is one

of the strongest arguments against furnishing a separate catalogue or

list of works of fiction
;
that it makes it possible for a reader to forget

that the library contains anything else.

It will naturally be made a leading object of the public library in an

industrial community to furnish scientific and mechanical books adapted
to assist artisans in their special callings, particularly in fitting them,

selves for advancement and promotion, and improving the quality of

their work. Just at this time, when special efforts are being made to

save to the county the large sums annually sent abroad to remunerate

foreign workers in the arts of design, by thorough and wide spread in-

struction in those arts among ourselves, all works which can be had

bearing on these and kindred subjects will be sought. Facilities should

be furnished for the making of copies from books of engravings, etc., and

the freest use of all works on the fine arts allowed that is consistent with

their proper preservation. Bat there is little need of dwelling on points

so obvious
;
and we will turn to another not so generally recognized

the importance of providing, even in manufacturing communities, for lib-

eral literary culture. We ought to have said especially in manufacturing

communities, for there is greater need here than in those places in which

private libraries abound, and the Euglish classics at least are to be found

in nearly every house. After all that can be said, the real mission of

the public library is to furnish, not recreation, not the means of earning
a better living, but culture

;
and whatever we have said as to its mission

being limited by the wants of the people must be understood to meau

by their real wants, not their fancied ones. "
Culture,'

7

says Matthew

Arnold,
"

is indispensably necessary, .... the poor require it as much
as the rich, .... and culture is reading ;

but reading with a purpose
to guide it, and with system. Ho does a good work who does anything
to help this

; indeed, it is the one essential service now to be rendered to

education." This is the service rendered by the public library if it

not only supplies books, but educates the people in their use. And 110-

wluire is there more occasion to give prominence to this latter function

of the library than in manufacturing communities.



CHAPTER XVIII.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND THE YOUNG.

BY WILLIAM I. FLETCHER,
Assistant Librarian Watkinson Library of Reference.

USE OF LIBRARIES BY THE YOUNG RESTRICTIONS AS TO ACE DISCUSSED PARENTAL
SUPERVISION THK LIBRARY AND THE SCHOOL CHOICE OF JUVENILE BOOKS
CULTIVATING A TASTE FOR GOOD READING.

What shall the public library do for the young, and how ! is a question
of acknowledged importance. The remarkable development of "juvenile

literature" testifies to the growing importance of this portion of the com-

munity in the eyes of book producers, while the character of much of

this literature, which is now almost thrust into the hands of youth, is

such as to excite grave doubts as to its being of any service, intellectual

or moral. In this state of things the public library is looked to by some

with hope, and by others with fear, according as its management is

apparently such as to draw young readers away from merely frivolous

reading, or to make such reading more accessible and encourage them
in the use of it; hence the importance of a judicious administration of

the library in this regard.
One of the first questions to be met in arranging a code of rules for

the government of a public library relates to the age at which young
persons shall be admitted to its privileges. There is no usage on this

point which can be called common, but most libraries fix a certain age,

as twelve or fourteen, below which candidates for admission are ineligi-

ble. Only a few of the most recently established libraries have adopted
what seems to be the right solution of this question, by making no re-

striction whatever as to age. This course recommends itself as the

wisest and the most consistent with the idea of the public library on

many grounds.
In the first place, age is no criterion of mental condition and capacity.

So varying is the date of the awakening of intellectual life, and the ra-

pidity of its progress, that height of stature might almost as well be

taken for its measure as length of years. In every community there are

some young minds of peculiar gifts and precocious development, as fit

to cope with the masterpieces of literature at ten years of age, as the

average person at twenty, and more appreciative of them. From this

class come the minds which rule the world of mind, and confer the

greatest benefits on the race. How can the public library do more for

412
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the intellectual culture of the whole community than by setting forward
in their careers those who will be the teachers and leaders of their gener-
ation? In how many of the lives of those who have been eminent in

literature and science do we find a youth almost discouraged because

deprived of the means of intellectual growth. The lack of appre-
ciation of youthful demands for culture is one of the saddest chapters in

the history of the world's comprehending not the light which comes
into it. Our public libraries will fail in au important part of their

mission if they shut out from their treasures minds craving the best,
and for the best purposes, because, forsooth, the child is too young to

read good books.

Some will be found to advocate the exclusion of such searchers for

knowledge on the ground that precocious tastes should be repressed in

the interests of physical health. But a careful investigation of the facts

in such cases can hardly fail to convince one that in them repression is

the last thing that will bring about bodily health and vigor. There

should,doubtless be regulation, but nothing will be so likely to conduce to

the health and physical well being of a person with strong mental crav-

ings as the reasonable satisfaction of those cravings. Cases can be

cited where children, having what seemed to be a premature develop-

ment of mental qualities coupled with weak or even diseased bodily

constitutions, have rapidly improved m health when circumstances Wive

allowed the free exercise of their intellectual powers, and have finally

attained a maturity vigorous alike in body and inind. This is in the

nature of a digression, but it can do no harm to call attention thus to

the facts which contradict the common notion that intellectual precocity

should be discouraged. Nature is the best guide, and it is in accordance

with all her workings, that when she has in hand the production of a

giant of intellect, the young Hercules sliould astonish observers by feats

of strength even in his cradle. Let not the public library, then, be found

working against nature by establishing, as far as its influence goes, a

dead level of intellectual attainments for all persons below a certain age.

But there is a much larger class of young persons who ought not to

be excluded from the library, not because they have decided intellectual

cravings and are mentally mature, but because they have capacities

for the cultivation of good tastes, and because the cultivation of such

tastes cannot be begun too early. There is no greater mistake in morals

than that often covered by the saying, harmless enough literally,
" Boys

will be boys." This saying is used perhaps ofteuer than for any other

purpose to justify boys in doing things which are morally not fit for

men to do, and is thus the expression of that great error that immorali-

ties early in life are to be expected and should not be severely depre-

cated. The same misconception of the relations of youth to maturity

and of nature's great laws of growth and development, is seen in that

common idea that children need not bo expected to have any literal \

tastes
;
that they may well be allowed to confine their reading to the
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frivolous, the merely amusing. That this view is an erroneous one

thought and observation agree in showing. Much like the caution of

the mother who would not allow her son to bathe in the river till he had

learned to swim, is that of those who would have youth wait till a cer-

tain age, when they ought to have good tastes formed, before they can

be admitted to companionship with the best influences for the culti-

vation of them. Who will presume to set the age at which a child may
first be stirred wfththe beginnings of a healthy intellectual appetite on

getting a taste of the strong meat of good literature ? This point is one

of the first importance. No after efforts can accomplish what is done

with ease early in life in the way of forming habits either meutal or

moral, and if there is any truth in the idea that the public library is

not merely a storehouse for the supply of the wants of the reading pub-

lic, but also and especially an educational institution which shall create

wants where they do not exist, then the library ought to bring its in-

fluences to bear on the young as early as possible.

And this is not a question of inducing young persons to read, but of

directing their reading into right channels. For in these times there

is little probability that exclusion from the public library will prevent
their reading. Poor, indeed, in all manner of resources, must be the

child who cannot now buy, beg, or borrow a fair supply of read-

ing, of some kind; so that exclusion from the library is likely to be

a shutting up of the boy or girl to dime novels and story papers
as the staple of reading. Complaints are often made that public libra-

ries foster a taste for light reading, especially among the young. Those

who make this complaint too often fail to perceive that the tastes in-

dulged by those who are admitted to the use of the public library at the

age of twelve or fourteen, are the tastes formed in the previous years of

exclusion. A slight examination of facts, such as can be furnished by

any librarian of experience in a circulating public library, will show how
little force there is in this objection.

Nor should it be forgotten, in considering this question, that to very

many young people youth is the time when they have more leisure

for reading than any other portion of life is likely to furnish. At the age
of twelve or fourteen, or even earlier, they are set at work to earn their

living, and thereafter their opportunities for culture are but slight, nor

are their circumstances such as to encourage them then in such a work.

We cannot begin too early to give them a bent towards culture which

shall abide by them and raise them above the work-a-day world which will

demand so large a share of their time and strength. The mechanic,
the farmer, the man in any walk of life, who has early formed good
habits of reading, is the one who will magnify his calling, and occupy
the highest positions in it. And to the thousands of young people, in

whose homes there is none of the atmosphere of culture or of the appli-

ances for it, the public librarj* ought to furnish the means of keeping

pace intellectually with the more favored children of homes where good
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books abound and their subtle influence extends eveu to those who are

too young to read and understand them. If it fails to do this it is hardly
a fit adjunct to our school system, whose aim it is to give every man a

chance to be the equal of every other man, if he can.

It is not claimed that the arguments used in support of an age limi-

tation are of no force ; but it is believed that they are founded on ob-

jections to the admission of the young to library privileges which are

good only as against an indiscriminate and not properly regulated ad-

mission, and which are not applicable to the extension of the use of the

library to the young under such conditions and restrictions as are re-

quired by their peculiar circumstances.

For example, the public library ought not to furnish young persons
with a means of avoiding parental supervision of their reading. A reg-

ulation making the written consent of the parent a prerequisite to the

registration of the name of a minor, and the continuance of such con-

sent a condition of the continuance of the privilege, will take fiom

parents all cause for complaint in this regard.

Neither should the library be allowed to stand between pupils in school

and their studies, as it is often complained that it does. To remove this

difficulty, the relations of the library to the school system should be

such that teachers should be able to regulate the use of the library by
those .pupils whose studies are evidently interfered with by their mis-

cellaneous reading. The use of the library would thus be a stimulus to

endeavor ou the part of pupils who would regard its loss as the pro.bable

result of lack of diligence in their studies.

Again, it must be understood that to the young, as to all others, the

library is open only during good behavior. The common idea that chil-

dren and youth are more likely than older persons to commit offenses

against library discipline is not borne out by experience; but were it

true, a strict enforcement of rules as to fines and penalties would pro-

tect the library against loss and injury, the fear of suspension from the

use of the library as the result of carelessness in its use, operating more

strongly than any other motive to prevent such carelessness.

If there are other objections to the indiscriminate admission of the

young to the library, they can also be met by such regulations as read-

ily suggest themselves, and should not be allowed to count as argu-

ments against a judicious and proper extension of the benefits of the

library to the young.

CHOICE OF BOOKS.

But when the doors of the public library are thrown open to the

young, and they are recognized as an important class of its patrons, the

question comes up, What shall the library furnish to this class in order

to meet its wants ? If the object of the library is understood to be simply

the supplyingof the wants of the reading public, and the young are consid-

ered as a portion of that public, the question is very easily answered by
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saying, Give them what they call for that is not positively injurious in

its tendency. But if we regard the public library as an educational means

rather than a mere clubbing arrangement for the economical supply of

reading, just as the gas company is for the supply of artificial light, it

becomes of importance, especially with reference to the young, who are

the most susceptible to educating influences, that they should receive

from the library that which will do them good ;
and the managers of the

library appear not as caterers to a master whose will is the rule as to what

shall be furnished, but rather as the trainers of gymnasts who seek to

provide that which will be of the greatest service to their men. X<>

doubt both these elements enter into a true conception of the duty -of

library managers ;
but when we are regarding especially the young, the

latter view comes nearer the truth than the other.

In the first place, among the special requirements of the young is

this, that the library shall interest and be attractive to them. The
attitude of some public libraries toward the young and the uncultivated

seems to say to them,
" We cannot encourage you in your low state of

culture
; you must come up to the level of appreciating what is really

high toned in literature, or we cannot help you." 'The public library

being, however, largely if not mainly for the benefit of the uncultivated,

must, to a large extent, come down to the level of this class and meet

them on common ground. Every library ought to have a large list of

good juvenile books, a statement which at once raises the question, What
are good juvenile books ? This is one of the vexed questions of the literary

world, closely allied to the one which has so often beeu mooted in the press

and the pulpit, as to the utility and propriety of novel reading. But
while this question is one on which there are great differences of opin-

ion, there are a few things which may be said on it without diffidence or

the fear of successful contradiction. Of this kind is the remark that

good juvenile books must have something positively good about them.

They should be not merely amusing or entertaining and harmless, but

instructive and stimulating to the better nature. Fortunately such

books are not so rare as they have been. Some of the best minds are

now being turned to the work of providing them. Within a few months
such honored names in the world of letters as those of Hamerton
aud Higginson have been added to the list which contains those of
" Peter Parley," Jacob Abbott,

" Walter Aimwell," Elijah Kellogg,
Thomas Hughes, and others who have devoted their talents, not to the

amusement, but to the instruc.ion and culture of youth. The names of

some of the most popular writers for young people in our day are not

ranked with those mentioned above, not because their productions are

positively injurious, but because they lack the positively good qualities

demanded by our definition.

There is a danger to youth in reading some books which are not open
to the charge of directly injurious tendencies. Many of the most popu-
lar juveniles, while running over with excellent "

morals," are unwhole-
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some mental food for the young, for the reason that they are essentially

untrue. That is, they give false views of life, making it consist, if it be

worth living, of a series of adventures, hair-breadth escapes; encounters

with tyrannical schoolmasters and unnatural parents; sea voyages in

which the green hand commands a ship and defeats a mutiny out of

sheer smartness; rides on runaway locomotives, strokes of good luck,

and a persistent turning up of things just when they are wanted, all of

which is calculated in the long run to lead away the young imagination
and impart discontent with the common lot of an uneventful life.

Books of adventure seein to meet a real want in the minds of the

young, and should not be entirely ruled out
;
but they cannot be included

among the books the reading of which should be encouraged or greatly

extended. In the public library it will be found perhaps necessary not

to exclude this class of juvenile books entirely. Such an exclusion Js
not here advocated, but it is rather urged that they should not form the

staple of juvenile reading furnished by the library. The better books

should be duplicated so as to be on hand when called for; these should

be provided in such numbers merely that they can occasionally be had
as the "

seasoning" to a course of good reading.

But the young patrons of the library ought not to be encouraged in

confining their reading to juveniles, of no matter how good quality. It

is the one great evil of this era of juvenile books, good and bad, that

by supplying mental food in the form fit for mere children, they post-

pone the attainment of a taste for the strong meat of real literature;

and the public library ought to be influential in exalting this real litera-

ture and keeping it before the people, stemming with it the current of

trash which is so eagerly welcomed because it is new or because it is

interesting. When children were driven to read the same books as their

elders or not to read at all, there were doubtless thousands, probably
the majority of all, who chose the latter alternative, and read but very
little in their younger years. This class is better off now than then by
the greater inducements offered them to mental culture in the increased

facilities provided for it. But there seems to be danger that the ease

and smoothness of the royal road to knowledge now provided in the

great array of easy books in all departments will not conduce to the

formation of such mental growths as resulted from the pursuit of

knowledge under difficulties. There is doubtless more knowledge; but

is there as much power and muscle of miml .'

However this may be, none can fail to recognize the importance of

setting young people in the way of reading the best books early in life.

And as the public library is likely to be the one place where the masters

of literature can be found, it is essential that here they should be put

by every available means in communication with and under the influence

of these masters.

It only renUiiusi no\v to say that, as we have before intimated, the

public library should be viewed a.s an adjunct of the public school sys-

27 E
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tera, and to suggest th.it in one or two ways the school may work

together with the library in directing the reading of the young. There

is the matter of themes for the writing of compositions ; by selecting

subjects on which information can be had at the library, the teacher

can send the pupil to the library as a student, and readily put him in

communication with, and excite his interest in, classes of books to which

he has been a stranger and indifferent. Again, in the study of the his-

tory of English literature, a study which, to the credit of our teachers

be it said, is being rapidly extended, the pupils may be induced to take

new interest, and gain greatly in point of real culture by being referred

for illustrative matter to the public library.



CHAPTER XIX.

HOW TO MAKE TOWN LIBRARIES SUCCESSFUL.

BY F. B. PERKINS,
Ilo.it' 'ii Public Library.

BUSINESS CAPACITY AND MANAGEMENT ESSENTIAL MATERIAL CHOICE AND rris-

CHASE OF BOOKS PERIODICALS DETAILS OP MANAGEMENT CATALOGUES Kl.H-

ISTRATION LIBRARY MANNERS MAINTENANCE WOMEN AS LIBRARIANS EXECU -

TIVE DUTIES.

To begin with, businesslike management is the whole story.

A public library for popular use should be managed not only as a lite-

rary institution, but also as a business concern. The business depart-
ment of educational and literary institutions is too often overlooked or

undervalued. Yet it is vain to expect the solid and permanent success

of such institutions without good business management. Perhaps this

truth may not be so fully recognized in the case of libraries as in that

of other institutions for mental improvement; but those who are familiar

with the inside history of great charities and missionary and educa-

tional enterprises Bible and tract societies, for instance know very
well that neither faith nor works (in the religious sense of the words)
would keep them going very long without accurate bookkeeping, reg-
ular hours, and efficient business supervision.

The success of the Methodists has been confirmed in extent and deter-

mined in character as much by the extraordinary abilities of John

Wesley, the business man, as by his energy and zeal as a preacher of

God's word. The commercial success of the Methodist Book Concern,
which is a kind of financial heart in the organization of this powerful
and peculiarly practical religious denomination in the United States, is

a direct legacy from the practices of Mr. Wesley, and a living proof this

day of the importance of the considerations here urged.
In like manner the prosperity of a college more particularly of a

young one depends as much on its business management as CHI tin-

literary attainments of its faculty. A really able business man might
make a new college successful where -learning and studious research

alone might even sink it. There are a few cases where our colleges

have become so large and rich that they have taken on what may be

called a proper organic life. Harvard or Vale, for instance, live-; on so

large a scale that, like a strong nation, either could long withstand had

management, for the reason that no one man can quickly wreck SD lai-e

419
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and strong a life; and the vitality of the whole, outlasting the one

weak member, makes up, after he is dead or dismissed, for the harm he

does while in office.

A great library may for a time withstand very poor business manage-
ment

;
because its great accumulation of permanent literary treasures

may be growing more valuable from year to year, even without addi-

tions, and this value will outlive any one man. But a small library,

which is not a treasure house for 'scholars, but rather a drinking basin

for wayfarers, depends, if not even from month to month, certainly from

year to year, upon the continual watchfulness, tact, and alertness with

which not the wishes of learned men, but the public demand for enter-

taining reading, is understood and met and gratified and managed. A
great lake has its natural sources of supply ;

the pitcher on the table

must be filled every day. The large library is valuable for what it has

in it
;
and to a considerable extent its collections remain valuable even,

though its revenues be scanty, its staff weak or incompetent, its man-

agement illiberal, discourteous. But the small circulating public library,

like a retail shop, depends upon prompt gratification of the demands of

the day. It is not valuable for what it has, but it must keep itself

interesting by getting what it has not. It cannot wait for the resort of

scholars and students
;

it must attract readers for pleasure, rest, and

amusement. It is not old learning, but new entertainment, that it must

furnish
;
as well as learning, it must have popularity ;

as well as instruc-

tion, it must, primarily, furnish entertainment; while waiting for the

scholarly few, it must attract the many, and even the ignorant, frivolous,

and thoughtless.

Under this general doctrine, it is not difficult to state some of the

chief points which must be regarded in so organizing and conducting a

town library as to make it successful. These belong under three heads,

viz : material, management, and maintenance.

I. MATERIAL; OR, CHOICE OF BOOKS.

The first mistake likely to be made in establishing a public library is

choosing books of too thoughtful or solid a character. It is vain to

go on the principle of collecting books that people ought to read, and

afterwards trying to coax them to read them. The only practical method
is to begin by supplying books that people already want to read, and

afterwards to do whatever shall be found possible to elevate their read-

ing, tastes and habits. Most of those who read are young people who
want entertainment and excitement, or tired people who want relaxation

and amusement. For those who do not read, it is desirable that the

habit of reading should be formed. A habit of reading is more neces-

sary than any particular line of reading, because it is the one indis-

pensable previous requisite ;
and to form the habit, easy reading that

.-. reading such as people want, such as they enjoy must be furnished

first, and afterwards that which requires more effort.
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There is a good deal of fear and dislike among certain classes of

serious people, of novels and u trash." This feeling is to a certain ex-

tent well founded. There is no doubt that the scoundrelly books of

which Jack Sheppard is the best known, have done a good deal of

harm. Nor will any mind well grounded in the old fashioned modesty of

English Christians, ever give in to the folly of the modern French

notion that literature, and art too, have nothing to do with morals
;
and

that anything that can be represented is a propar subject for representa-

tion to all, either in picture or in print, and a proper subject for con-

templation by all. It cannot be too much regretted that some American

men and women, otherwise apparently of decent enough character, and

publishers who would express the utmost indignation at any imputa-
tions on their respectability, are of late years yielding to the temptation
to introduce this element into our cleaner literature. No contempt can

be too indignant, no anger too bitter, for the folly, if not the crime, of

such systematic befouling of minds for the sake of gain.

All such baneful literature should be as inexorably excluded from the

public library as arsenic and laudanum and rum should be refused to

children. This criterion is not difficult to apply, and it is demanded by
all considerations of Christian civilization. It should exclude such

books as Rabelais, the Decameron, the Heptamerou, the Contes drola-

tiquos of Balzac, and such rascally French novels as Fanny and the

Woman of Fire, all which books are sold in English translations for

ni'mey by otherwise respectable American publishers. It should also

exclude the thief books and other fictions provocative of crime, so many
of which are also sold by respectable publishers.

Few, indeed, are those who will object to this exclusion of ribald and

immoral books from public circulating libraries. Indeed, even this

brief statement of the case is made not so much because it is needed as a

precaution, as in order to clearly define the line beyond which readers

must not be indulged, and up to which they should be. The line is that

of immorality, and it permits silliness.

"Silly reading,"
"
trash," at least what is such to many persons, must

to a considerable extent be supplied by the public library. And those

who intend to organize a library for the public, for popular reading,

and who intend to exclude such. "
trash," might as well stop before they

begin. But what is trash to some, is, if not nutriment, at least stimulus,

to others. Readers improve; if it were not so, reading would not be a

particularly useful practice. The habit of reading is the first and in-

dispensable step. That habit once established, it is a recognized fact

that readers go from poorer to better sorts of reading. No case has ever

been cited where areader, beginning with lofty philosophy, pure religion.

profound science, and useful information, has gradually run down in his

reading until his declining years were disreputably wasted on dime

novels and story weeklies. The idea is ridiculous, even on the bare

statement of it. But the experience of librarians is substantially unan-
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iinons to the contrary: that those who begin with dime novels and

story weeklies may be expected to grow into a liking for a better sort

of stories
;
then for the truer narrative of travels and adventure, of biog-

raphy and history, then of essays and popular science, and so on up-
ward.

If those who cannot make use of any better reading than novels and

stories and jokes are not furnished with these, they will not read at alb

and this is a worse alternative. And to exclude such reading from a

pu-blic library will, in general, reduce the extent of its use to one-quar-

ter of what it would otherwise be.. The records of our libraries show
that about three fourths of the reading in them is light reading, and

but little alteration in this proportion results from the greater or less

proportion of novels and other light books to the whole collection. 1

In thus arguing for a policy of indulgence and help to the immature,
it is not, however, intended to recommend any neglect or injustice

towards the strong, who are capable of enjoying better things. Equally

indispensable with milk for babes and thin broth for the feeble, is strong

meat for men. By the side of the stories should be as good a supply of

reference booksand of solid standard literature as the means of the library

will allow. A good English dictionary, a good general encyclopa) Ha,

a biographical dictionary, a chronological work or t\vo. a good atlas,

a gazetteer, and such further and more special books of that sort as can

be afforded, should be among the very first to be obtained.

Along \vitli the books, there should always be supplied as large a

number of periodicals as possible, and these, like the books, should

range "from grave to gay, from lively to severe," and should be

so assorted as to suit every class of the community. Scientific, me-

chanical, professional, agricultural, or other specialist periodicals can

usually be afforded by a public library in greater numbers than by
a private citizen, and in a population so intelligent as ours, it is pretty

certain that there will be in every community some in one or another

line ot life who will be gratified and also benefited by such a supply.

Among the lighter class of these periodicals should be as liberal a

proportion as practicable of the literary, and particularly of what may
be called the picture book magazines and newspapers, both for adults

and for the young. For reading these periodicals, a reading room should

be connected with the library where possible; where it is not, they may
be circulated as books, but for shorter periods and under more stringent

guards, because they are so much more liable to loss and injury.

These two halves of the right doctrine being laid down, namely, about

light reading and reference books, the list of books to be bought must

of course be left to the wisdom of the managers of the enterprise.

Great assistance can, however, almost always be obtained by consult-

ing some professional librarian, if such is accessible, and particularly

1 For statistics showing tin- comparative circulation of different classes of books in

some public libraries, see Chapter XXXVII, Library Reports aud Statistics. EDITOUS
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if one be selected who has managed, or helped manage, a successful

library.

In purchasing the books, care should be taken to make use of a fair and

healthy competition among the booksellers. The natural temptations
of a private bargain or a monopoly, might sadly decrease the number
of volumes supplied per dollar, or might seriously injure the average
value of works selected. By obtaining bids from several substantial

houses it can readily be seen who will deal on the best terms. An in-

telligent agent can often make advantageous purchases in person, but
a small library cannot afford to pay for such services. If there be time,
second hand stocks can frequently be searched to advantage, and
auction sales attended

;
but in this case the risk of getting defective or

overworn volumes must be guarded against. It will probably be well

to deal directly with firms whose lists are so extensive as to afford a

considerable number of the books required, as such direct dealing should

be made to save one or more profits. A judicious economy, by these and

other means, will be found a very popular feature in starting a library,

as its constituents are certain to be gratified if a large number of vol-

umes are furnished for the money.

II. MANAGEMENT
; OR, ORGANIZATION AND SERVICE.

First, as to the mechanical part. Here, as before, the business doc-

trine should be applied. That is, all the mechanical details of the in-

ventory or record system, the shelving, and the receipt and delivery ot

goods, viz, books, should be, first, thorough ;
and second, simple.

Even the smallest public library will require, however, something like

the following set of records :

1. Daybook and ledger.

2. File of book invoices, to be kept separate from other vouchers.

3. Accession list. This may also serve as a shelf list, until the library

becomes too large.

4. Catalogue.
5. Ilecord of delivery and return of books.

Other lists and entries of various kinds will be found necessary from

time to time, such as letter books and lists of books sent to binder. A
few specifications will be useful under the above five heads :

The daybook and ledger should be kept by whoever is responsible for

the receipt and disbursement of the funds of the library ;
and should

show the whole of its business in exact detail to a cent by balancing

accurately from quarter to quarter and year to year like the books of

any other properly managed business; and they should contain the

materials not only for drawing off the usual accounts for a trial balance

and balance sheet, but for special library accounts such as fines. Receipts
for fines and other petty cash business should be noted in full by the

librarian invariably at the moment of transaction, and this daily record

duly posted and preserved itself besides.
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This sort of retail business accuracy will be found from year to year
a very great help to the popularity of the library, at least among people
who are habitually careful, who own property, who can greatly assist the

institution if they choose, and who will be much more inclined to do so

if they can see not only that a good deal is done with the money spent,
but exactly how every cent is spent.

The file of invoices or receipts for books bought should be numbered
in the order of the purchases, and this file will thus show when and
where each purchased volume in the library was procured.

The accession catalogue is, in fact, an inventory of goods in the order

of purchase. In it should be entered, first, the first book or lot of books

bought or presented ; second, the second book or lot, and so on, with

references to corresponding invoices and other requisite facts, thus con-

stituting a history of the origin of each accession to the library. The
items required in this accession catalogue are :

1. An accession number, beginning with 1, and ending with a num-
ber for the last volume added, which last number will of course show,
not how many volumes are in the

library now, but how many have been

put in
;
deduct those lost or unaccounted for at the periodical exami-

nation, and the remainder is the actual number or volumes in the

library. In the case of a set or series, one line in the accession cata-

logue will accommodate the whole; as,
" 201 to 332. Edinburgh Review."

2. Invoice number, referring to the invoice in which the book is

charged.
3. Date of receipt of book.

4. Title, (very short.)

5. Remarks. Names of donors may be entered here.

Other items are often added, but these will serve the purpase, as the

additional ones are such as must be sufficiently entered elsewhere.

The book used may be ruled and headed by hand or made to order.

The latter will be necessary where the number of books is considerable
;

for a few hundred, or even a thousand or two, the former may serve.

The following form is a specimen :

g
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In proportion as the library becomes large, valuable, and frequented,
the librarian will find a card catalogue for his own official use more and
more indispensable.

The catalogue can be sufficiently well urinted at the nearest printing
office usually, even (with a little ingenuity and good will on the part of

the foreman) if it is a country newspaper office without the usual requi-

sites for book work; and it is on every accouttf
best that this, like all the

other business of the library, should be done at home as far as possible.

It is indispensable, practically, that the alphabetical method of cata-

loguing, and not the classification method, should be followed, for the

plain reason that the English alphabet is a key whose use is familiar to

a great many more people than the use of any classification by subjects
or scheme of universal knowledge.

It is extremely desirable that books should appear in the catalogue
three times that is, in three different places in the alphabet viz: at

1. The author's name.

2. The title of the book.

3. The subject of the book.

The reason of this is that the customer of a library, unless one of those

helpless nuisances who come iu with a feeble grin, and say, "I waut a

nice book," will want either

1. Such a one's book. (For instance,
u I want to get Mr. Darwin's last

work; I don't remember the name exactly.")

2. A book called so and so. (For instance,
" I want to get Ecce Homo.")

3. Something about such and such a subject. ("Can't you give me

something about women's rights?")
For novels, histories, biographies, and some other sorts of books, the

third item is not necessary. If one of the three must be omitted, it

should be the third. Two entries for each book should be retained, unless

iu extremity of necessity; and, if but one can be had, it should be the

author's name, and, of course, the title of an anonymous book.

The titles, on the principle of the smaller the simpler, need not be

more than about twice as long as those in the accession catalogue. They
need give only author's name, a very short title, number and size of

volumes, place and date of publication, and shelf mark
;
for instance :

McLennan, J. F. Primitive marriage. l'2mo. E<lin.,1865 ".>>."

The second or title entry for this book would be thus, being still

shorter than the main entry :

Primitive marriage. J. F. McLennan 3. 25

And the third or subject entry would be under the head of Marriage,

with other books on the subject, thus:

Marriage.

Carey, M. Domestic happiness 1 () - :! -

McLennan, J. F. Primitive marriage
:{ '-''

Woolsey.T. D. Divorce 1 "'"

The "3. 25" at the right-hand margin means that the book is to be
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found in place Xo. 25, on shelf Xo. 3. " E Jin." means Edinburgh. Four
letters are almost always enough to show where the book was published.
One style of type in a catalogue is twice as good as two. If there

is no card catalogue, the librarian should enter the accession number of

each book in a copy of the printed catalogue kept for the purpose.
This preserves an easily traced history of the book by reference from

the book itself or the catalogue, to the accession catalogue, and from that

to the tiles of invoices and letters.

Each book, before being circulated, should be permanently identified

by marks on it as the property of the library, as having entered the

service at a particular time, and as belonging in a particular place.

This is commonly to be accomplished by the book plate, securely gum-
med or pasted inside the cover, and containing the library seal or other

device, the accession number, the shelf mark, and the date of accession.

These items may be written in, if desirable; and when a book is rebound

they should be so recorded as to be sure to get into it again when it

gets its new coat on.

An embossing stamp, to strike the name of the library into the tex-

ture of title pages, plates, and any other requisite parts of the volume,
is very useful.

Brown paper covers are probably desirable in small libraries, but it

would be better if people would use the books so politely as not to

require them. There seems to be an increasing notion with librarians

that to circulate the books without these dingy overcoats of itself makes

people use them more carefully. The experiment is very easily cried, a

small label being put on the back of the volume to show its shelf mark.

So much for what might be called the inventory department, which

includes the means of identifying the property of the library, of tracing

its history, and determining its place on the shelf. The next point is

very naturally that for which the book has a place on the shelf, namely,
how to get it off, keep track of it while away, and get it safe back.

This includes the registration and delivery service.

Xeither of these would be required if everybody would do right. As
it is, however, there are a certain number of thieves, book mutilators,
and careless persons (besides accidents) who would seriously diminish

the extent and value of the library if precautions were not taken against
them. A list must therefore be kept, either in an alphabeted book or

(a better plan) on slips or cards, like a card catalogue of books, of all

those who are entitled to use the library, and each such person should

receive a card certifying to such right, to be shown and stamped
if necessar}

T

(and it will be necessary where muck business is done)
whenever a book is taken away or brought back.

Books may be delivered in numbers and for periods as may be pre-

scribed, to persons thus registered only. What is called the "ledger

system" may do for small constituencies, to record deliveries and returns
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of books; that is, one page or part of a page may be devoted to each

taker, in a ledger for the purpose, and, when such taker receives a book,
the shelf mark and date may be entered on that page. A still more

compendious fashion is, however, found to serve every purpose of both

registration and delivery in circulating libraries (which are wholly busi-

ness speculations) in our large cities, to wit : as each successive cus-

tomer comes up, his name and address awt written on a dated page,

daybook fashion, and the accession number of the book, and the num-
ber in that day's issues, opposite it. The numbers of the month and day
and this same issue number, are noted inside the cover of the book, and
that is all. This, with the additional requirement of a deposit when-

ever necessary, would very likely serve the turn perfectly well, and if

it should be found insufficient or be outgrown, a more elaborate plan
could be substituted. All it requires is a large blank book with a date

column at each side of the page, and if Mr. John Smith takes out Mc-

Lennau's Primitive Marriage, the entry in the blank book would be by
the accession number thus: "1875, Feb. 28, 130, J. Smith. 53 Con-

gress St., 2,346," and inside the cover of the book, "2
|
28

|
130." If

the book is reported lost, the accession catalogue, No. 2,346, shows at

once what the book was, and the invoice column will show where to

look for its cost, and therefore what Mr. Smith should pay. And if it

is returned, the "2
|

28
|

130" in it shows where to look in the ledger in

order to check the book as returned, viz: it was the 130th book delivered

on the 28th day of the second month
; and, also, if kept too long, how

many days' fine is due. And if nothing is heard from Mr. Smith, the

ledger also shows where to look for him, viz : 53 Congress street.

Whenever the extent of the business done makes it necessary, a sys-

tem as elaborate as that employed for the 80,000 persons who use the

Boston Public Library may be applied ;
but the smaller the simpler.

Supposing the machinery of the library thus set up and ready for

operation, we have next to consi.ler how it should be operated. The

principles which make any ordinary business successful, are, if possible,

still more closely applicable here than in la\ ing in the stock to be fur-

nished, or in preparing the mechanism for furnishing it. A sour face,

gruff and disobliging, manners, sharp or contemptuous answers, con-

tentiousness, slowness to give information oi to wait on customers, will

promptly and deeply wound the usefulness of the library. Many ludi-

crously foolish questions are put to librarians, and it sometimes almost

seems as if the unreasonable and the scolds resorted by preconcerted

agreement to the librarian's desk to plague him with their complaints,

their fault finding, their impertinence, and their sneers. But it will not

do for a salesman to give way to the Old Adam any more than lor a

Christian
;
nor will it do for a librarian. Perfection is hardly to be ex-

pected, but it should be followed after; and a perfect librarian is bound

to be courteous and kind, attentive and accommodating, not only to the

polite and considerate, but also to the evil and the unthankful.
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At the same time, all rules and regulations must be steadily, though

civilly, enforced, not as an exertion of the librarian's authority, but as a

law which both librarian and borrower must equally obey. Fines must
sometimes be collected, and the delivery of books refused in conse-

quence of non-payment or other delinquency. All manner of attempts
to obtain illegal privileges, to avoid complying witli regulations, to de-

fraud the library of books or of money, must be met, though fortunately
not so frequently ina small community as in alargeone; and this enforce-

ment of law and resistance to imposition, as well as the regular library

service for good citizens, it is the librarian's duty to perform not merely
with justice and accuracy, but with conciliating kindness. The library

ought not only to give out and take back books, but it ought to keep
all its friends and to make new ones. It is very true that Moses him-

self, with all his meekness, would find to-day, if he were running a

public circulating library, more Korahs, Dathans, and Abirams to im-

pute bad sentiments and manners to him, than of old troubled the camp
of Israel. But such is society ;

and those who cannot meet detraction

with courtesy, and the detractors themselves with civility and attention,

are not fit to be politicians, missionaries, or librarians.

It will be found a great convenience to have in the sight of borrowers

a shelf of the last twenty or fifty new accessions to the library, and,

where it is safe, to permit the borrowers to examine these. In some

communities, the liberty could not be safely granted, but where it is, the

scrutiny will save a great many questions and a good deal of trouble.

There should be a public book or other open record for entering the

names of books wanted which are not in the library, and these should al-

ways be got if possible; duplicates of books eagerly sought for should be

obtained to the utmost extent that the means of the library will permit ;

and the same of popular periodicals. These two instances come un 'er

the general rule, that, so far as circumstances permit, the library should

do whatever is asked of it.

The duties of the public in dealing with the library must not be en-

tirely passed over. If the friends of the library clearly understand

these duties, and habitually use their influence to promote the observ-

ance of them, a public sentiment will gradually be created and main-

tained which will be a great encouragement and assistance to the

institution on all hands, and an important confirmation of its popularity

and success.

Unreasonableness is the only fault which people need to guard against

in dealing with a library. I am unreasonable if I complain and find

fault upon finding that some one else has the book I want; or upon

being required to specify what book I want in the regular way ;
or upon

being confined to just such privileges as everybody else enjoys : or upon

being required to pay a fine for keeping a book too long, or for return-

ing it in an injured condition
;
or upon being required to pay for it if I
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spoil it or lose it. So I am if I plague the librarian by trying to make
him (or her) pick out books for me instead of doing it myself; as Bel-

shazzar first required Daniel to tell him what his dream was, and after-

wards what it meant.

These specimens will sufficiently show what ought not to be done by
the public, and these, as well as all other wrong doings, will be prevented

by observing the one plain rule of considerate courtesy in dealing with

the library. This rule, while it will prevent injustice and undeserved

annoyance, will, at the same time, permit that free criticism and sug-

gestion that all may justly practise, which is not merely the right of

the public, but a favor to the library, and which every judicious friend

of the institution will welcome.

III. MAINTENANCE.

The circumstances of the case must determine how each library is

(financially) created and maintained. Bat there is one excellent prac-
tical rule, already proved healthy and efficient in its application to

common schools, which ought to be applied to public libraries as far as

possible. It is this: That the community as such (that is, by public

money, not through fees paid to the library) should pay something for

its privileges. Unrestricted gifts to the public, like unrestricted charity
to paupers and beggars, are almost certain to be undervalued if not

abused. In our best school systems, the receipt of the State money by
a town for school purposes depends more or less on the energy with

which the town raises money of its own. God helps those who help
themselves. The state finds it safe to imitate the divine example in

this particular; and so in the case of libraries. A State grant for the

purpose, to depend on the raising of a proper yearly amount by the

town, is the most American, that is, the most direct and effective,

method of promoting the library department of our systems of public

education. On precisely the same principle, private gifts for the same

purpose should be upon the same condition. This plan secures not only

beginning but continuance; not only birth but healthy life. It is com-

paratively easy to produce a revival, either in religion or literature, and
thus to found a <?hurch or a library ;

the real task is to maintain it

in its proper growth and health afterwards.

At a ly rate, it is desirable that a fair sum should be raised yearly for

the support of a public circulating library by the community which uses

it; for this recurring exertion will keep the public attentive, will incite

the tax- payer's to get some reading for their money, and will in every

way maintain the inestimable American practice of making the individual

citizen mind his own (public) business, by watching, managing, and using

what he owns and pays for.

In the not unusual case, however, where a certain sum of money can be

had to set the library going, without any certainty about the future, an

obvious policy should be pursued in hopes of establishing a permanent
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public support. It is this : to reserve as much as is safe from the first

expenditure, and to apportion this reserve, for a year or two years, so as

to furnish during that time a good supply of fresh books as they come
out. When this reserve is exhausted, if the community has not by that

time learned to value its fountain of reading enough to maintain it by
the necessary yearly tax, it is a community where probably a library

is misplaced, or at least impracticable.

As large a proportion as practicable of the yearly income of the librt-

ry should be invested in books.

The least satisfactory feature of our present library systems is the

excessive proportion which the annual cost of administration bears to

the whole annual expenditure for the library. This state of things should

be remedied as soon as possible by means of mechanical appliances in

library service, of better arrangements of book rooms, and by other suf-

ficient contrivances of that American ingenuity which has thus far done

pretty well in devising means of escape from much greater difficulties.

Women should be employed as librarians and assistants as far as possi-

ble, as the nature of the duties is, to a great extent, and in many cases,

suited to them. Where the work is too heavy, men must be employed
instead. Precautions will sometimes be needed against curious troubles

arising from the fact that women in such places often do not get along
with other women as well as men do. A good board of trustees, or other

supervisory authority, can, however, remedy this sort of friction by ad-

monition, or, if necessary, by a change in the service. It is worthwhile

to try several different librarians or assistants, if the additional trouble

results in discovering exactly the right one at last
;
and it will be found

an excellent motive in the librarians own breast to be clearly aware that

actual success, as well as formal good behavior, is required in order to

continuance in office.

Wherever the librarian, or some other competent person in or out of

the library board, is able and willing, a yearly or occasional lecture,

course of lectures, or other public performance, and perhaps special

courses of lessons, may result in benefit to the library. But it has not

been found that it is worth while to have such operations obligatory all

the year, or every season. Good opportunities should be seized, and,
in their absence, efforts should not be wasted.

The natural division of associate enterprises into executive and ad-

visory departments is as necessary in a successful library as in an
insurance company, a bank, or a government. If the librarian is com-

petent, he should be the trusted executive of the library, and behind

him should stand a board of trustees or directors, or other consulting
and legislative body. If he is not competent, the president of the board,
or some other member of it, formally or informally appointed, should

act. Such executive should be allowed, under full responsibility, ade-

quate powers. Unless there is some reason to the contrary, the libra-

rian should act as secretary to the board, as in that place he can inform,

suggest, and advise, as cases may require.



CHAPTER XX.

READING IN POPULAR LIBRARIES.
v

BY JUSTIN WIXSOR,
Superintendent of the Boston Public Library.

HARACTER OK READING CONSIDERED PASTIME READERS NATURAL TENDENCIES OF
RKADING TOWARDS ELEVATION OF TASTE OPPORTUNITIES OF LIBRARIANS YOUTH-
FUL READERS.

People who look wise, and shake their heads, and talk about public
libraries being after all not an unmixed good, are the greatest encomiasts

which the system has, because they imply that they differ from most

people, and that the practice of imputing unqualified good to libraries

prevails, when nobody thinks of assigning such a condition to the pul-

pit, the bar, or trade.

These censorious flatterers refer to the character of the reading that is

put into such libraries and is drawn from them by the mass of readers,

and they estimate the value of that reading wholly from their own wants

and predilections, and without any regard to the immense variety of

minds and character which fortunately makes up communities.

If the good influences largely predominate, most advocates of libraries

will be content, and they are not altogether strenuous that the good
should be positive in all cases, being quite happy if a negative benefit

is brought about.

It is a very easy matter to form a library to suit the wants of specific

conditions of people; but it is not so easy to. gather such books as will

aft'ord the greatest and most varied interest to all sorts of readers.

What will harm some will work no harm to others, though it may do

them no more good than to grant them a pastime, and it is with this

object that three quarters of the reading of people not professedly
bookish is carried on; and whether it be desirable or not, the pastime
readers are the most of the people to whose wants public libraries of

the popular sort minister.

Hooks can neither instruct nor amuse if they are not within the com-

prehension, or it is perha-ps better to say, within the literary sense of

their readers. One may understand a book, but it docs not allure him

from other things, unless it responds to his intellectual wants, or runs

upon the plane of his mental training. When we consider the \ ;isi

multitudes of people who are destitute of literary culture and they

may be none the worse citizens, and many even may be bright think-

431
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ers we need not be disappointed tbat so many read what, in a literary

sense, are poor books
;
and that so few read for other reasons than to

refresh themselves after sterner work.

It is not very considerate to establish anything like a fixed standard

of good for all people, whether in dietetics or literature. There is doubt-

less a universal goodness in literature as bread is in diet; but no one

wants to live on bread solely, and it is the variety, and to a consider-

able extent, condiments and relishes in food and in books, that give
health to the appetite and vigor to the digestion. These critics cannot

understand why the epicure eats the trail with the woodcock. They
call what is unpalatable to them or mawkish to their ideas trash, for-

getting that this much abused word represents a quality which is not

positive, but only relative, and is like the freezing point, which depends

upon the substance to be frozen. Water is useful and iron is useful,

but they solidify at such different temperatures that they are not equally

useful in the stomach.

This doctrine of the average mind and procrustean lengths in educa-

tion, is unfortunately one that cannot easily be discarded in our schools,

where a few teachers are to instruct many scholars; but iu libraries,

where the teachers are dumb, and are not annoyed by whispering, each

reader can have his owu mentor, and there is not a little gratification

in the emancipation from rule which is thus produced. There is also

some significance in the up and down traveling of the trash point ac-

cording to the quality of the pupil.

Thus it is : A spurns as trash what elevates B, who looks down on

the highest reading C is capable of, and s > on till you get down to the

mere jingle that amuses a half idiot, who is happy because he can un-

derstand something above the caterwauling of the roofs. If this prin-

ciple is understood, the whole question lightens up. It is by no means

to be inferred that, however we take things, we must leave them as we
find them. Librarians do not do their whole duty unless they strive to

elevate the taste of their readers, and this they can do, not by refusing

to put within their reach the books which the masses of readers want,
but by inducing a habit of frequenting the library, by giving readers

such books as they ask for and then helping them iu the choice of books,

conducting therak say from the ordinary society novel to the historical

novel, and then to the proofs and illustrations of the events or periods

commemorated iu the more readable of the historians. Multitudes of

readers need only to be put in this path to follow it. This can be satis-

factorily proved by statistics iu any well administered library where the

records of circulation are kept iu a way to be a guidance rather than

an obstacle to the librarian.

But the proofs do not show all, and only the librarian knows what

allowance must be made for several interfering influences. Most of the

frequenters of a popular library drop off when you have begun to have

the most effect upon them, because they have attained an age when
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business first begins to engross their attention, and they confine their

reading to a newspaper on week days and to a chance number of a peri-

odical on Sundays. Librarians know that if these influences cau be

resisted, and the young man can continue to frequent the library,

he can be helpfully advanced in his reading. Again, every year many
young readers begin their experiences with the library. They find all

the instructive reading they ought to have inr their school books, and

frequent the library for story books. These swell the issues of fiction,

but they prevent the statistics of that better reading into which yoli

have allured the older ones, from telling as they should in the average.
A reasonable conclusion, then, is, that the mass of readers in popular
libraries crave pastime only ;

but they cau be made to glide iuto what

is commonly called instructive reading quite as early as it is good for

them.

28 E



CHAPTER XXI.

ART MUSEUMS AND THEIR CONNECTION WITH PUBLIC LIBRARIES

BY PROF. H. S. FRIEZE, LL,. D.,

University of Michigan.

WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE AMERICA BEHIND OTHER COUNTRIES IN ART EDUCA-

TION MUSEUMS OF ART SUBSERVE NATIONAL INDUSTRIES INFLUENCE ON ARCHITEC-

TURE RECREATION EDUCATIONAL AND REFINING INFLUENCE ART MUSKUMS
PRACTICABLE IN LARGER TOWNS MAY BE COMPARATIVELY INEXPENSIVE VOLUN-
TARY EFFORT CONNECTING ART MUSEUMS AND LIBRARIES PLACES TO OBTAIN

AND COST OF COPIES OF WORKS OF AKT.

WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE.

The collection of paintings and statuary connected with the Library of

the Boston Athenaeum has for many years formed one of the principal

attractions of that city, and has been a source of instruction and improve-
ment bothto the inhabitants and to thousands of visitors from abroad.

It has been the school in which many American artists have received

their first impulses and their earliest inspirations.

The writer of this article owes his first impressions of the power of

painting and sculpture to his occasional visits in early life to this gal-

lery; where the Apollo, the Laocoon,and the Diana first opened his mind
to the wonders of ancient sculpture, and the Cleopatra of Guido, the

Flora of Titian, and the masterpieces of Washington Allston, became

indelibly fixed in his memory. Many an American traveler, while enjoy-

ing the lavish wealth of ancient and modern art displayed in the great gal-

leries of Europe absorbing, as they do, the greater part of the tour-

ist's time, and contributing more than anything else to the pleasure of

travel looks back with gratitude to the comparatively small and hum-
ble art museum of the Boston Athenaeum as the training school to

which he owes in a great degree his power to appreciate the rich treas-

ures of sculpture and painting in the Old World.

Not that other collections, or occasional exhibitions of a kindred char-

acter in other cities, especially in New York, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, and

Chicago, have not also done much for the improvement of our national

taste ; but the gallery of the Boston Athenaeum was the earliest Ameri-

can collection of works of art designed to form a permanent exhibi-

tion possessing a high degree of excellence. It is also the only art

museum in our country connected with a public library ;
and on this

account claims particular notice in an article on this subject.
434
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WE ARE BEHIND OTHER COUNTRIES IN ART EDUCATION.

It is a matter of surprise tbat the idea of establishing museums of

art, whether or not in connection with public libraries, has not been

adopted more generally by the cities of our land, or, at least, by private

corporations of citizens. We entertain a just pride in the excellence of

our popular education, especially as cornparetKwith the state of popular
education in England. During the last decade, however, England has

been making rapid progress in educational work of every kind, and es-

pecially in opening to her youth of every class and rank facilities for

the study of art. In this direction she is decidedly in advance of us.

She has opened museums of industrial and fine art in connection with

free libraries as a new aud legitimate instrumentality for educating and

elevating the people. Already the beneficial effects of this movement
are perceptible, not only in the improved tastes and manners of the

large numbers who visit the museums and libraries for the purposes of

study, reading, and recreation, but also in the improved training of

young persons for the arts aud trades.

THEY SUBSERVE THE NATIONAL INDUSTRIES.

For this subject has also its economical aspect; and the growing

superiority of continental manufactures, especially of those fabrics

whose value depends largely on excellence in design acquired by the

workmen of the continental nations in their schools of art and design,
has awakened England to the importance of opening similar opportu-
nities to her youth, and of thus affording to her manufacturers the

means of competing successfully with France, Germany, and Switzer-

land. As an illustration of the estimate put by some communities on

the practical and economical value of art study the example of the Swiss

canton of Berne may be cited. In this canton the art of carving in wood
is recogniml as a branch of national industry, and is accordingly fostered

by the public authorities. Thus, such of the youth as exhibit remark -

sible gifts for art are educated at the public expense in schools of de-

sign either at home or abroad-; and thus the greatest possible amount
of taste and skill is acquired by the inhabitants of the Bernese moun-
tains and valleys for the production of those tasteful works in wood

carving, those elegant articles of furniture, figures of animals, and

artistic ornaments in wood, which huve made their way throughout
'the world, and which yield no small return to the ingenious skill of these

secluded mountaineers.

No argument, indeed, should 1)2 m!?:le:l at the present day to prove
that ;i><tht'tio culture, at least to s-jina extant, that SJIIIB degree of

d'.'vt'lopment in the way of artistic taste and skill, is necessary to the

progress and perfection even of the industrial arts. Not only the

builder anil the engineer, but the nvclianic, the calico printer, modelers,

designers, workman of almost every kin I, are butter pivp.uvd for good
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and successful work by some acquaintance either with the principles
of art or with works of art.

And so, a due regard even to the material interests of the nation, and
to the successful prosecution of our national industries, should awaken
in every community a lively interest on this subject. We should not

rest contented with a state of culture in this direction inferior to that

which has been attained by England, and far inferior to that enjoyed

by some of the nations of the Continent.

THE NATIONAL ARCHITECTURE WOULD BE IMPROVED.

Among the most direct advantages to be expected from the founding
of popular museums of art, is the improvement of the national taste in

architecture and architectural decoration. And certainly there is noth-

ing in our external civilization which more emphatically calls for im-

provement. It is a frequent criticism, and altogether toojust, that many
of our professed architects, some would say a majority of them, are im-

perfectly acquainted both with the principles of construction and of

architectural propriety. If the buildings which are erected according
to their plans do not fall upon our heads, they will stand too often as

unsightly monuments of a vicious taste. But so long as the people at

large remain without the means of art culture and of testhetic develop-

ment; without access to those forms of true symmetry and beauty, and

those models of excellence in every art which it is the aim of a museum
to bring together, there will be no demand or vocation for the genuine
architect ;

because the people, that is the employers, will in general

determine the style of their dwellings and public buildings, and will

accept only the designs which square with their own tastes. Corpora-

tions and building committees do not, on the whole, exhibit a judgment

superior to that of the community which they represent. The architect,

therefore, must often modify his design to meet their requirements.

As a rule he can carry out no plan which rises above the level of

their intelligence. Hence, in the too general 'lack of the right kind

of knowledge, and of the correct standard of taste, almost every

village and city is disfigured more or less with architectural mal-

formations. Hence, our "Carpenter's Gothic,"
"
Carpenter's Doric,"

and our crude combinations of Romanesque and Byzantine, aud Greek

and Gothic; and hence the nondescript designs, consisting of incon-

gruous reminiscences of all styles, foisted upon us as "original" Ameri-

can architecture, which, perhaps, in truth it may be called. A more

correct taste, however, is beginning to make its way, though it is still

in advance of the times. Immense sums are still expended upon piles of

brick, iron, stone, stucco, and wood, whic i have absolutely no architect-

ural character but that which is akin to the meretricious rococco style of

two centuries ago; structures which, if they escape the fire, will be looked

upon hereafter as painful deformities, though, perhaps, too costly to be

pulled down. They abound in incongruous members, false combina-
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tiona, inapposite decorations, multiplied and jumbled together for tbe

sake of vicious display and foolish expense. Millions have been thrown

away in this vulgar parade of costly building; mostly, however, in

the direction of domestic architecture, for excessive outlay on public

buildings is not in general the tendency of our times. We have not

yet reached the period when the patriotism of citizens will lead them to

be more ambitious for the sumptuousness^of civic buildings than of

their private dwellings.
Now the correction of such errors of judgment is to be found in a

more general cultivation of art. Men of genius should find in the uni-

versities and polytechnic schools of the country every needful help to a

complete education in the principles of architecture and of the other

arts which are inseparable from it. Then the taste of the public must be

cultivated in the same direction, though not necessarily to the same

degree, by the employment of kindred means. Otherwise, well educated

architects will find little employment, will have but little influence, and

will be set aside for those of superficial attainments, whose ideas will be

more in harmony with those of the community.
It was the cultivating influence of such men of true art as Adam Craft,

Peter Fisher, and Albrecht Diirer, which led the citizens of old Nurem-

berg to adopt that simple, elegant, and substantial domestic architecture,

which has been lately reproduced in the residences of the new and

beautiful Marien street of the modern part of that interesting city.

This old architecture, so truthful, so free from sham, and from flashy

display, has been adopted for the new city because none has been found

so appropriate to the place, and nothing in itself superior, if equal.

If we are to have types of architecture truly original and American,
and worthy of our country, and destined to endure, they are to grow
up in various localities, under the influence of the peculiar circumstances

of the place, its climate, its native materials, and particular wants; all

controlled by the tastes both of architects and communities thoroughly
imbued with the principles of genuine art.

But while economical considerations would of themselves justify the

founding of art museums for the benefit of the public at the public ex-

pense, these are by no means the only arguments in favor of their estab-

lishment.

INNOCENT AND IMPROVING RECREATION.

Most of our principal cities are laying out large sums on parks and

pleasure grounds, for the purpose of affording better opportunities to

their crowded populations for healthful recreation and enjoyment. And

here, too, a large share of attention is most properly bestowed on art

in the direction of landscape gardening. The gratification of the eye

and of the resthetic sense here also is not neglected. But all this ex-

penditure is lost to most of the people for one-half of the year on account

of our long winters. Yet if the principle of providing at the public ex-



438 Public Libraries in the United States.

pense for the innocent recreation of the citizens is recognized as correct,
some elevating means of enjoyment should be afforded for the winter

as well as for the summer months. What an unfailing resource is the

Louvre or the London gallery in the hours when recreation is needed,
and when an inclement sky forbids all out-door enjoyment ! Such a

resource, no matter though it be on a smaller scale, is within the reach

of every considerable city in our land.

EDUCATIONAL AND KEFINING INFLUENCE.

But above all, there is the educational advantage. We are willing
to be taxed for the support of common schools

;
some States tax them-

selves for universities; almost every city is taxed -for one or more high

schools, and many for the support of public libraries. But the same
mind that finds its aliment in schools, and books, needs also for one of

its best faculties the nutriment afforded by the creations of the artist.

Without this aid that faculty remains dormant. Its power to enhance

the value of individual and social life is lost. Now, can any just reason

be given why the aesthetic faculty should be left out of our plans for

public and popular education ? why money should be expended for in-

structive books, and not also for instructive and elevating works of

art? 1

irThe following extract from a letter by the late John Stuart Mil), in 1369, to a com-

mittee of the American Social Science Association, (Journal of Social Science, No. 5,

1873, pp. 137, 138,) is given because of its pertinence to the subject under discussion,

though it was written especially to encourage art education in public schools :

''The multiplication of casts of the finest works of ancient sculpture, is very useful

as one among many means of educating the public eye. Both in art and in nature, a

certain degree of familiarity is necessary, not merely to the intellectual appreciation,

but to the enjoyment of the higher kinds of beauty. Every one who takes pleasure in

a simple tune, has the capacity of fully enjoying Weber and Beethoven, but very often

he derives little or no pleasure from a first hearing of them. It is a great mistake to

think that children are not benefited by living and growing up among models of beauty.

They are, on the contrary, more benefited than any one else, though not, at the time,

conscious of the benefit. I can trace a great influence in iny own development to the

accident of having passed several years of my boyhood in one of the few old abbeys
which are still inhabited, instead of a mean and graceless modern house, and having at

the same time and place been familiar with the tapestries from Raphael's cartoons,

which peopled my imagination with graceful and dignified forms of human beings.

"There is a great want of this training of the perceptions and taste in our modern

societies, but it is not by any one help or stimulus that the want can be supplied. The

great desideratum in America, and, though not quite in an equal degree, I may say in

England too, is the improvement of the higher education. America surpasses all

countries in the amount of mental cultivation which she has been able to make uni-

versal
;
but a high average level is not everything. There are wanted, I do not say a

class, but a great number of persons of the highest degree of cultivation which the

accumulated acquisitions of the human race make it possible to give them.

"From such persons, in a community which knows no distinctions of ranks, civiliza-

tion would rain down its influences upon the remainder of society, and the higher fac-

ulties having been highly cultivated in the most advanced part of the public, would

give forth products and create an atmosphere that would produce a high average of

the same faculties in a people so well prepared, in point of general intelligence, as the

people of the United States." EDITOKS.
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FEASIBILITY OF FOUNDING ART MUSEUMS IN THE LARGER TOWNS.

Many, perhaps most of our citizens, will at first give but little heed to

the idea of public and free museums of art, partly because the idea is

new, or at least foreign, and partly because it will seem impracticable.
But when it shall be understood how easily^te project can be realized

;

with what comparative facility and at what moderate expense the

objects necessary for an interesting and very complete museum can be

obtained, we may hope that many, if not all, of our principal cities will

lay the foundations of such collections.

EXAMPLES OF MUSEUMS CONSISTING OF COPIES OF ART WORKS.

Some of the most interesting museums in
1
the world, some of those

most valuable at once for the artist, the scholar, and the tourist, consist

mainly of copies ; copies, made in plaster or other material, of the great
masterpieces of statuary, and well executed copies of the great painters.

To these are sometimes added collections of engravings and photographs.
As examples of such, I may point to the new museum of Berlin, the

targe museum of statuary and painting at the Sydeuham palace, and

the fine gallery of copies of the old masters from every part of Europe

gathered together in the Exposition building at Paris.

INEXPENSIVE, IF ESTABLISHED BY CITY GOVERNMENTS.

Now, for any of our cities containing fifty thousand inhabitants, I

might say even twenty-five thousand, it would require an addition to

"he .school tax scarcely appreciable, to raise the small amount of money
necessary for the nucleus or first beginnings of a gallery of this kind

;

and an annual outlay still smaller would secure its growth and comple-
tion. Such an institution ouce established in any place would gradually

accumulate, by donation and otherwise, original works of art as well as

copies; and it would also in many cases become the depository of his-

torical, archaeological, and ethnographical objects. Such has been the

result in the few experiments of this kiiul which have already been

tried in our own laud.

COULD BE ESTABLISHED BY VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATIONS.

Even independently of any municipal action in aid of such objects,

it would seem to be one of the most attractive and useful enterprises

for the general good which could be presented to the public spirit ami

local patriotism of the wealthier class of citizens. How easily and with

how little inconvenience to tlu'iust'lvcs, financially, could men of means

by organized effort promote this most desirable object. They would

thus become public benefactors and would greatly inm-asc tin- attract-

iveness of the places in which they reside. They would igpplyooeof
the most painful deficiencies of our American cities the want of \\
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we may call internal or intellectual interest. For a city like most of

those of our country, without scientific museums and treasures of art,

however beautiful externally, contains but little to interest and detain

the stranger. In an hour or two he easily takes in air that is worth

seeing in the way of public and private buildings, and passes on his

way without any disposition to make a second visit. He finds no food

for the mind
5 nothing to make a lasting and pleasing impression upon

his memory. Every one experiences this baldness of American cities as

compared with European. It arises, of course, in part, from the lack of

old historical associations; but certainly in no small degree from the

want of scientific and art collections.

ECONOMY OF CONNECTING MUSEUMS AND LIBRARIES.

The propriety of connecting such museums, if established at all, with

public libraries, is too obvious to need any lengthy discussion. Their

aims are kindred, indeed identical. Both are designed to promote the

intellectual culture of the people.
1 Their association under one roof

would naturally follow from their internal relation. It is evident, too,

that the placing of the museum and library in one building would sub-

serve the public convenience by saving time and trouble to visitors
;

and that thus both would be much more frequented than if they were

situated in separate localities; and so both would accomplish much
more effectually the purposes of their institution.

Considerations of economy also favor this connection. A library

building can be easily planned in such a manner that an upper tioor,

1 The creation of art museums in many of the British free libraries has been attended

with the happiest results. One feature of the plan there is the loan of works of art by
the patrons of the library and museum. Mr. Emerson, in an essay on Domestic Life,

(Society and Solitude, pp. 117, 118,) advocates the* formation in a similar manner of

art museums in connection with American public libraries :

"I do not undervalue the fine instruction which statues and pictures give. But I

think the public museum in each town will one day relieve the private house of this

charge of owning and exhibiting them. I go to Rome and see on the walls of the

Vatican the Transfiguration, painted by Raphael, reckoned the first picture in the

world; or in the Sistine Chapel, I see the grand sibyls and prophets, painted in fresco

by Michael Angelo which have every day now for three hundred years inflamed the

imagination and exalted the piety of what vast multitudes of men of all nations ! I

wish to bring home to my children and my friends copies of these admirable forms,

which I can find in the shops of the engravers ;
but I do not wish the vexation of

owning them. I wish to find in my own town a library and museum which is the

property of the town, where I can deposit this precious treasure, where I and my chil-

dren can see it from time to time, and where it has its proper place among hundreds
of such donations from other citizens who have brought thither whatever articles they
have judged to be in their nature rather a public than a private property.
"A collection of this kind, the property of each town, would dignify the town, and

we should love and respect our neighbors more. Obviously, it would be easy for every
town to discharge this truly municipal duty. Every one of us would gladly contribute

his share
;
and the more gladly, the more considerable the institution had become."

EDITORS.
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admirably lighted for galleries of painting and statuary, can be made
available for this purpose, at very little additional expense. At the

same time the current expenses of library and museum, for obvious

reasons, would be considerably less when combined than if established

in different localities.

WHERE ART WOEKS CAN BE OBTAINED, AND AT WHAT COST.

I add a few examples of the prices for which certain works of art can

be purchased, in order to illustrate the feasibility, in a financial point
of view, of founding such art collections as are here advocated. Among
the casts of statuary first placed in the new museum of Berlin, and

forming the nucleus of that collection, are the copies of the famous
statues from the ancient temple of JEgina, now in the Glyptothek at

Munich. These groups may be said to form the beginning of Grecian

sculpture in its higher development. The figures, which are of the size

of life, are fifteen in number. Exquisitely finished copies of these can

now be had from the Royal Polytechnic School at Munich, more perfect

than those in the Berlin Museum, at $35. The Ilioueus,the best statue

in the Glyptothek, is copied for $28. Other important works can be

obtained from the same department of the Munich Polytechnic School

at equally moderate prices. At the Moulage, in the Museum of the

Louvre at Paris, the Apollo Belvedere, copied with great exactness, is

sold for $30; the Augustus robed, for $24; the famous Aristides of the

Naples Museum, at the same price ;
the colossal group of Laocoon and

his sous, for $80. At this establishment, indeed, very many of the

most valuable statues and groups, ancient and modern, can be obtained

at similar rates. Admirable copies in bronze, mostly reductions of

different sizes, approved by the best artists of Europe, can be obtained

from the well known works of F. Barbedieune in Paris. The prices are

moderate for this material. The Venus of Milo, of half the original size,

costs $140; other figures in proportion.

Then the reductions made in plaster, terra cotta, and other material,

exceedingly perfect, and quite inexpensive, afford a good opportunity for

supplementing a collection which cannot at first be made complete with

copies of the full size. Such reduced copies, as well as busts of the life

size, made under the sanction of the Freuch National School of Fine

Art, can be obtained at very reasonable prices from A. Desarliy, who

superintends the work of casting for the Academy of Fine Arts, the

average cost of busts of historical personages being $3 ;
that of reduc-

tions of half the life size, about the same. At the same institution are

to be found also copies of statues of the original size, at prices corre-

sponding to those at the Louvre. The small reductions in terra cotta,

mostly of classical statuary, made at Naples by Giovanni Mollu-a, an-

exceedingly perfect. The entire collection embraces nearly one hun-

dred and fifty pieces, consisting of groups, statues, and busts. Properly

arranged in cases, they form a very valuable and attractive addition to
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any museum, and are useful even to artists. The statues have an aver-

age height of one foot. The material is durable, and the color is very

agreeable to the eye. The cost of the entire collection is about $185.

At Copenhagen, at the establishment of Biug & Grondahl, reductions

of all the works of Thorwaldseu on a similar scale to that of the terra

cottas above mentioned, but cast in biscuit, an exceedingly hard and
durable material, and capable of very delicate finish, can be obtained at

prices quite as reasonable for the relative cost of the material and labor;
for example, the group of figures on the pediment of the church of

St. John the Baptist is sold at about $55, and the celebrated group of

Christ and the Apostles, at $72.

Copies of paintings exactly representing the originals, in oil colors,

are, of course, more expensive. Good artists will furnish copies of most

of the masterpieces in the galleries of Florence, containing one figure

of the life size, at about $100, and others at proportionate rates.

I need not add here any particulars as to the importance of engrav-

ings and photographs ;
their relative cheapness, and the unlimited facili-

ties they afford for bringing together correct and beautiful representa-

tions of works of art in all its departments, and of supplementing the

galleries of museums which may not possess the means of purchasing

many expensive productions.



CHAPTER XXII.

FREE TOWN LIBRARIES.

BY THE EDITORS.

FRKE TOWN LIBRARIES DEFINED THE OUTGROWTH OF SOCIAL AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES,
EARLY SOCIAL LIBRARIES EARLY FREE TOWN LIBRARIES STATE LAWS AND

REMARKS THEREON IN NEW HAMPSHIRE MASSACHUSETTS MAINE VERMONT
OHIO WISCONSIN CONNECTICUT IOWA INDIANA ILLINOIS TEXAS VOTE
ON LIBRARY TAX IN THIRTY-SEVEN TOWNS IN ILLINOIS, I()WA, AND MASSACHUSETTS
PATRONYMIC LIBRARIES.

Free town libraries, as here considered, comprise those partly or

wholly supported by a direct or indirect tax, or by municipal grants
under authority of a general State law; and do not include that class

represented by the Astor Library in New York, the Peabody Institute

in Baltimore, the Peabody Library, Peabody, Mass., which, though free,

derive their entire support from the endowments of individuals.

Several such libraries have existed for nearly fifty years, but, as a

class, they have been formed within the last half of that period, and are,

generally speaking, the outgrowth of social libraries some of which still

existing are nearly a century old and of the public school libraries that

flourished in many of the States a quarter of a century ago, and which

in some of the States still form an important and influential factor in

education. They are designed to furnish to all without cost the means
for instruction and recreation which the social libraries provided for

their members only, and to perform the functions of public school

libraries in the education of the people; and are so planned as to avoid

certain difficulties which the latter met and could not overcome.

During the first half-century after the Revolution, social libraries held

an important place among the resources for culture of the American

people. Books were in all respects relatively infinitely more difficult to

get then than now, and the collections of the book clubs and social

libraries, insignificant as they may seem to us, were in those times held

in no mean estimation. It is impossible now to ascertain accurately
how many books were contained in the public libraries of all classes in

the United States in the year 1800, for all traces of many of the smaller

collections are lost, but the most thorough investigation enables us to say,

with reasonable certainty, that there were, in that year, not more than

80,000 volumes altogether in the public libraries, or about one volume

to seventy persons. Such glimpses as we can catch of the early social

445
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libraries are interesting, and indicate that the value of public collec-

tions of books was fully appreciated.
The following articles of association present briefly and pointedly the

reasons for forming a social library in Maine seventy-five years ago :

CASTINE, November 17, 1801.

It is proposed by the persons whose names are here subjoined to establish a social

library in this town. It is greatly to be lamented that excellent abilities are not

uufrequently doomed to obscurity by reason of poverty ;
that the rich purchase almost

everything but books; and that reading has become so unfashionable an amusement
in what we are pleased to call this enlightened age and country.
To remedy these evils; to excite a fondness for books; to afford the most rational

and profitable amusement ;
to prevent idleness and immorality; and to promote the

diffusion of useful knowledge, piety, and virtue at an expense which small pecuniary
abilities can afford, we are induced to associate for the above purposes; and each

agrees to pay for the number of shares owned and annexed to his name at five dollars

per share.

Thirty-five names are subscribed to the articles. About the year 1827,

the shares were all transferred to the town of Castiue, which has regu-

larly granted money since that time to support and increase the library.

A yearly tax of twenty-five cents on each poll is assessed, and the avails,

amounting to about $75 each year, are used to buy new books. The

wages of the librarian, cost of repairs, and incidental expenses, amount-

ing to an equal sum, are paid by the town. The library now numbers
more than 1,700 volumes, is free to all the inhabitants, and, according
to the last report, about one thousand borrowers were registered.

In the year 1803, the pioneer settlers of Ames, Athens County, Ohio,
met to consider the subject of roads; that disposed of, their intellectual

wants were discussed and it was decided that a public library would

best meet their needs. Money was almost unknown in the infant settle-

ments of Ohio in those days, but sufficient to make the first purchase
of books was raised during the year, by dint of great industry and self-

denial. The late Hon. Tliomas Ewing. then a b9y of fourteen, was a

contributor to the fund. He writes :
!

The neighbors in our and the surrounding settlements met and agreed to purchase
books and to make a common library. They were all poor, and subscriptions small,

but they raised in all about one hundred dollars. All rny accumulated wealth, ten

coon-skins, went into the fund, and Squire Sam. Brown, of Sunday Creek, who was go-

ing to Boston, was charged with the purchase. After an absence of many weeks, he

brought the books to Capt. Ben. Brown's, in a sack, on a pack horse. I was present at

the untying of the sack and pouring-out of the treasure. There were about sixty

volumes, I think, and well selected
;
the library of the Vatican was nothing to it, and

there never was a library better read. This, with occasional additions, furnished ine

with reading while I remained at home.

The preamble to the articles of association. adopted February 2, 1804,

sets forth that

considering the many beneficial effects which social libraries are calculated to pro-

duce in societies where they are established, as a source both of rational entertainment

.

>
History of Athens County, Ohio. By Charles M. Walker. Cincinnati, Ohio, Robert

Clarke & Co., 1869, p. 399.
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and instruction, we, the subscribers, wishing to participate in those blessings, agree to

form ourselves into a society for this purpose, under the title of the Western Library

Association in the town of Ames.

This library, sometimes distinguished in later years by the title u Coon

Skin Library," prospered during a long period and exercised a marked

influence on the intellectual habits of the community. Among its pa-

trons were Judge Ephraiin Cutler, to whom tue friends of education in

Ohio were largely indebted for the common school law enacted in 1825,

and many other men distinguished in the history of the State. An aged
citizen of Athens County, Ohio, who in early years enjoyed its privileges,

wrote in September, 1875, as follows:

Although this time honored library has now gone down, and really hfis no claim to

present existence, ifc did in its day perform a noble mission in the dissemination of

knowledge.

A social library, the. first in the northwestern territory, was formed at

Cincinnati in March, 1802. A notice of it will be found in the sketch

entitled Public Libraries of Cincinnati, in Chapter XXXVIII, Part VI,

of this report.

The public school libraries described in Chaper II of this report are

practically free to all the inhabitants, and derive their support from

taxation and State grants ; they were, therefore, really the pioneers and

progenitors of the important and rapidly growing class of free town

libraries. In Massachusetts the school libraries did not, as we have

seen, meet the wants of the people,
1 but they served to help prepare

the way for the town libraries which have multiplied and increased so

rapidly in that State during the last twenty five years.

Free town libraries appear to have been formed in some places by
the towns assuming the power to levy taxes and grant money before

the enactment of any general State law authorizing the levy of a tax

for that specific purpose. Thus the town of Orange, Mass., in 1846,
five years before the enactment of the general law empowering towns

to levy a tax for libraries, voted $100 to establish a town library,

and has since that time always paid the librarian and the incidental

expenses of the library, besides granting occasional sums to buy new
books. The shares of the Social Library of Castine, Me., became the

property of the town about the year 1827, while the State law author-

izing towns to levy a tax for library purposes was not enacted until

1854. The town of Salisbury, Conn., also voted money to a library :it

an early period,
2
though the State law authorizing grants by towns to

libraries was not enacted until 1869. In some instances special laws

have been enacted, giving certain cities and towns power to establish a

free library by taxation. All these facts pointed to the desirability of

general legislation empowering towns and cities to raise money for

library purposes.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

New Hampshire gained the honor of leadership by enacting a law in

1

Ante, p. 42. 8ee ante, p. 45, note.
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1849, authorizing towns to grant money to establish and maintain pub-
lic libraries, the amount of such grants being fixed by the voters of the

respective towns. Libraries so formed and maintained are exempt from

taxation.

Before the passage of this law the town of Peterborough had, by a

vote of April 9, 1833, established a town library, and in that year set

apart from its share of the bank tax, the proceeds of which are distrib-

uted among the towns of the State to be used for literary purpose*.
866.84 to buy books. The grants for books have been continued from

year to year since that time, except for the year 1862, iu varying sums,

the largest iu any one year being $150, and the whole amounting, up
to the year 1876, to $1,762.25. Besides this sum, the town has regularly

paid for the care of the library from fifty to one hundred dollars a- year-

The library numbers nearly 4,000, and circulates about 9,000 volumes

a year.

Thirteen town libraries in New Hampshire received grants to the

whole amount of $7,510 in the year 1874--75. They contained alto-

gether 51,842 volumes, and the aggregate circulation reported was

191,601 volumes, or nearly 370 per cent.

MASSACHUSETTS.

As we have already seen, at least one town in Massachusetts assumed

the power to grant money iu aid of a town library as early as 1846.

though no statute authorizing such grant then existed. In 1847, the

late President Wayland, of Brown University, desired to help the town

of Wayland, Mass., to a town library, and gave $500 on condition that

an equal sum be raised in the town by subscription for the same pur-

pose, which was done, and the gift accepted at the town meeting March

6, 1848. At this point, the question arose whether the town could, in

its municipal capacity, grant money to buy books and support a town

library. The right of the town to compel tax-payers to pay money for

this object was doubted by the friends of the project, and they recom-

mended " that it be optional with the individual tax-payers either to pay
or not to pay their respective assessments for said item." By common
consent, measures were taken to prepare a building and purchase books,

and early ia August, 1850, the library -was opened to the public. A
citizen of Waylaud had suggested to a member of the legislature

during the session of 1850 to procure the enactment of a State law

authorizing any town to grant aid to a town library, but no such action

was taken.

The next year Rev. John B. Wight, a member of the legislature from

Wayland, familiar with the doubts that existed as to the powers pos-

sessed by towns in respect to libraries, introduced a bill which became
a law May 24, 1851, authorizing any city or town to grant a sum not to

exceed one dollar for each of its ratable polls the first year, and not

exceeding twenty-five cents for each of its ratable polls yearly there-
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after, for the establishment and maintenance of a public library. By
an amendment enacted in 1859 the limit of twenty-five cents for each

poll yearly for the increase and maintenance of the library was changed
to fifty cents. An act of May 9, 1866, authorizes any town at a legal

meeting to grant any necessary sum for the establishment, maintenance,
or increase of a public library therein andjfor necessary buildings.
Branch libraries may be established and maintained in the same man-
ner. Any town may receive, hold, and manage any devise, bequest, or

donation for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of a public

library within the same.

An act of June 10, 1870, provides that

Any town, at a lawful meeting, having an article in the warrant for the purpose,

may authorize a village or district in such town, containing not less than one thousand

inhabitants, the limits of which shall be accurately defined, to organize under such

name as may be authorized by such town, for the purpose of ... establishing
and maintaining public libraries.

An act of May 23, 1873, empowers any city or town to make grants
to a free reference library within its limits.

A State law provides that the net proceeds of licenses for keeping

dog.s shall be paid yearly towards the support of public schools or
y>\vn

libraries, and in many towns the money is used for the latter object.

Thus, of twenty-seven free libraries in Worcester County, including the

Public Library of the city of Worcester, ten received aid from this source

in the year 1874-'75, amounting altogether to $5,386.18; twenty four

received in all $23,793.50 from municipal grants and taxation, making
the income from these two sources $29,179.68, or a little more than ten

per cent, of the amount, $284,754.10, raised by taxation that year in the

same towns for the support of public schools.

According to returns published in the report of the secretary of tlie

Massachusetts board of education for the year 1872, there were in 1860

forty-five free public libraries in the State, containing 201,706 volumes,
with yearly additions of about 22,000 volumes, and a circulation of

more than 500,000 volumes a year; six years later, fifty libraries, with

.'515,588 volumes, were returned, the yearly additions being reported at

about 20,000 volumes, and the number lent to readers at 886,172 vol-

umes; in 1S72, there were reported eighty-two libraries, containing

561,179 volumes; the number of volumes added in 1871 was 50,130, and

1,345,17!) volumes had been lent to readers.

Of the. free town libraries in Massachusetts, (not including any
that are wholly supported by private endowments,} one hundred and

twenty-seven reported for the year 1874-'75 a total income of !?27.'!.si;i

from municipal grants and taxation. These libraries numbered alto-

gether about 920,000 volumes, had added more than 1:52,000 volumes

within the year, and 3,026,000 volumes had in the same time been taken

out by readers. It appears by comparison of the above returns that in

fifteen years the number of free town libraries has been nearly treble.! :
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the number of volumes much more than quadrupled; that the yearly
additions have increased more than sixfold; and that more than six

times as many books were taken out by readers than nine years before.

MAINE.

Any "
city, town, or plantation

" in Maine may, under an act dated

.April 20, 1854, grant a sum not exceeding $1 on each of its ratable polls

to establish a public library ;
and a sum not exceeding 25 cents on each

poll yearly thereafter for its increase and maintenance.

Eight public libraries under this act received altogether aid to the

amount of $2,985 last year, when they contained in all 33,534 volumes.

and reported an aggregate yearly circulation of 97,700 volumes.

VERMONT.

Between 1854 and 1865 no original legislation looking to the forma-

tion of free town libraries was enacted, but in the latter year the Ver-

mont legislature empowered towns to grant money for the establish-

ment and maintenance of such libraries. The law was repealed in

November, 1807, and a new enactment made authorizing any city,

town, or incorporated village to grant a sum not exceeding one dollar

on each ratable pull for the foundation, and fifty cents on each ratable

poll yearly thereafter, for the increase and maintenance of a library

free to all the inhabitants.

Four libraries of this class reported an aggregate income for the year

1874-'75 of $2,500 from taxation. They numbered 16,200 volumes, and

circulated in that year 56,700 volumes.

OHIO.

Under an act dated February 24, 1868, any city of the second class is

empowered to levy a tax not exceeding one-half a mill on the dollar

yearly for a public library and reading room, provided that suitable ac-

commodations be furnished without expense to the citi
T

. An act dated

.March, 1875, empowers any city or incorporated village to establish and

maintain a free public library and reading room. The amount of the

yearly grant for this purpose appears to depend on the discretion of

the municipal authorities.

Of the free public libraries in Ohio reporting for the year 1874-'75,

nine contained, in all, 144,084 volumes; 815,373 volumes were lent to

readers within the year, and the aggregate income from taxation was

$62,600,

An interesting sketch of the very successful Public Library of Cincin-

nati will be found in Chapter XXXVIII, Part VI, of this report.

WISCONSIN.

An act of March 6, 1868, empowers towns to raise by taxation a sum
not to exceed $150 in any one year for the purchase of books for town
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libraries
;
and an act of March" 21, 1872, authorizes cities and villages to

levy a tax not exceeding one mill on the dollar for the establishment and

maintenance of free public libraries and reading rooms.

Four libraries organized under the law received a total income from

taxation in the year 1874-'75 of $4,400 ;
three of them contained alto-

gether 6,200 volumes
;
and their aggregate circulation for the year -was

27,000. The fourth was not opened until December, 1875, and no report

of its circulation since has been received.

It is gratifying to know that there is a revival of interest in libraries

in Wisconsin, and there is every prospect that the unfortunate expe-

rience undergone by the school libraries will not be repeated in this

later plan to advance the intelligence and happiness of the people.

CONNECTICUT.

The town library law of Connecticut, enacted July 8, 1869, empowers
"
towns, boroughs, and cities" to levy a tax of one dollar on each poll

and fifty cents yearly on each poll thereafter, to establish and maintain

public libraries.

Four libraries, to which town aid was granted in the year 1874-'75,

received a total of $1,110. They contained altogether about 15,000

volumes, and reported an aggregate circulation during the year of

about 37,000 volumes.

It is probable that the social libraries in the smaller villages, the con-

siderable number of libraries in the larger towns which derive their

support from individual endowments, and the attention paid to school

libraries within the last few years, have to some extent diverted atten-

tion and effort from the plan of free tpwn libraries^which has enjoyed
such wonderful success in the neighboring State of Massachusetts.

IOWA.

An act dated March 30, 1870, made it lawful for aiiy city of the first

or second class to raise money for a free public library, by a tax not

exceeding one half a mill on the dollar, provided that a suitable build-

ing be first presented to the city for library purposes. A more liberal

enactment of March 20, 1872, provides that any city or incorporated
town may levy a tax not exceeding one mill on the dollar in any one

year for the purpose o*f procuring books for a free public library, and

may receive donations for a library.

One public library established under this law in January, 1873
?

received $1,000 from taxation in the year 1874-75. It numbered 914

volumes, and nearly 12,000 volumes were taken out by readers during
the year.

There are a number of prosperous subscription or social libraries in

the State, but the plan of free libraries supported by tax does not seeua

as yet to have attracted public attention and interest
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INDIANA.

The first public library in Indiana appears to have been the Vincennes

Library, established, in the town of the same name in the >ear 1S07,

among the incorporators of which was General W. II. Harrison, alter

wards President of the United States. It still exists and numbers about

2,000 volumes.

In 1852 a la w was enacted for the establishment and maintenance of

a free library in .each county. It provided that 10 'per cent, of the

proceeds of all laud sold by the county as its property, in the town

where the county seat is situated, and 10 per cent, of all donations

made by any town to secure the establishment 'of the county seat

therein, should form a fund from which yearly grants might be made

by the county commissioners to buy books and pay the necessary ex-

penses of maintaining at the county seat a public library free to all

inhabitants of the county.

A number of libraries was established under the law, and some of

them still remain; but the reports are not encouraging as respects their

usefulness. Of the eleven returned in 1874-'75, on.ly three report lunds,

which amount: in the aggregate to $7,301, yielding a total income of

$1,217.90 a year. The eleven contain 12,916 volumes; only seven fur-

nish reports of circulation, from which it appears that but 3,710 vol-

umes, or a little more than twenty-eight per cent., were taken from the

shelves during the year, a striking and painful contrast to the use made
of the free public libraries of the same State, the circulation of which

for the same year was more than G25 per cent.

In a number of towns in Indiana, and a few in other States, free libra-

ries for workingmen have been established through the liberality of the

late William Maclure, of Philadelphia, whose gifts and bequests for this

purpose amounted to about $150,000, in sums of from $400 to $500 for

each library. With twoor three exceptions, these libraries have been un-

fortunate, and many of them have become extinct. Seventeen of them

in Indiana reported in all 11,495 volumes in 1874-'75, with a total circu-

lation of 13,380 volumes. Only two reported a yearly income, which, for

both, amounted to but $110. The administrator of the estate writes:

As ;ill the funds of the estate have been expended, and as there is no mode of forcing

the societies to carry out the intention of the testator, the libraries will probably be

lost.

By an act approved .March 3, 1871, the board of school commission-

ers of any city is authorized to levy a tax not exceeding one-fifth of a

mill on each dollar of the taxable property in any one year for the

establishment and support of free public libraries, to expend the funds

so realized, and to make all proper regulations respecting the library.

An act dated 1873 provides that any city incorporated under the law of

the State may, by a two-thirds vote of the common council, raise by a

tax of not more than two mills on the dollar, in any one year, money to

be used iu helping to maintain a free public library.
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Three free public libraries in Indiana, organized under the above

provisions, contained, in 1874-'75, 25,585 volumes, and 159,558 volumes

were lent to readers from two of the libraries; the third, opened in June,

1875, did not report statistics of circulation. Altogether they received

$18,700 from taxation.

ILLINOIS.

A. law enacted March 7, 1872, provides for the establishment and
maintenance of free public libraries and reading rooms in incorporated

cities, villages, and townships. Cities containing more than 100,000 in-

habitants may raise money for this purpose by a tax not exceeding one-

fifth of a mill yearly on the taxable property ;
cities of less than 100,000

inhabitants may levy a tax not exceeding one mill on the dollar yearly;

and villages and townships a yearly tax not exceeding two mills on the

dollar. In cities the libraries are to be managed by a board of nine

directors, appointed by the mayor with the approval of the city council,

one-third to hold office one year, one-third two years, and ou^-third three

years; the directors are to be "chosen from the citizens at large with

reference to their fitness for such office;" and not more than one mem-
ber of the city council shall be at any one time a member of the board.

In villages and towns the directors are elected by the legal voters.

Thirteen free libraries, organized under the above law, received in

all, in the year 1874-'75, the sum of $74,742.92 from taxation; they
numbered altogether 76,595 volumes, and 301,538 volumes were lent to

readers within the year. One other library, at Joliet, was known to be

in process of formation in February, 1876, and there are probably others

from which no information has been received.

The activity manifested in the short period since the enactment of the

law, indicates that Illinois will soon take a high position among the

States that maintain free public libraries for the benefit of all the peo-

ple.
TEXAS.

The frontier State of Texas is the pioneer in the free library move-

ment in the Southern States, her legislature having passed a law, ap-

proved February 26, 1874, authorizing any incorporated city in the SUte
to establish a free library, and grant such part of its "revenues for the

management and increase thereof as such city may determine by tho

action of the municipal government of the city."

The free Public Library of Galveston, organized under the above law,

receives .$3,000 a year from the city. In 1875 it numbered 10,000

volumes, and 12,500 volumes were taken out by readers.

TOWN LIBRARIES AND TAXATION.

It is plain that the permanence and usefulness of a public li!>r.iry sup

ported by a general tax depend on the willingness with which the bur-

den of taxation is taken up and borne by voters and tax-payers. It is
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therefore,' desirable to know their sentiments on this subject in com-

munities where libraries so sustained exist. With this view, inquiries

were sent to a number of towns where such libraries have been

formed, asking, first, the number of legal voters in the town; second,

the number voting for the library tax
; and, third, the number voting

against it. Replies were received from thirty-seven towns in three dif-

ferent States Illinois, Iowa, and Massachusetts.

In thirty-two towns the vote for was unanimous, or jnearly so, no neg-

ative votes being recorded. Of these towns, twenty-seven reported in

the aggregate 26,304 legal voters; five of the towns did not report the

number of voters. In five towns, containing altogether 3,702 legal

voters, there was opposition shown by 515 votes against to 1,730 for the

tax, being a majority of 1,215 in favor of the libraries.

The fact that so little opposition was shown in the representative-

towns to which the inquiries \vere sent, is sufficient proof that free

libraries, according to present indications, are not destined to fail from

lack of public support and sympathy.

PATRONYMIC LIBRARIES.

The Astor r.nd the Peabody Libraries have been already mentioned as

representatives of a certain class of free libraries. The princely munifi-

cence of such gifts as those of Peabody and dewberry, the former ap-

proaching two millions of dollars and the latter exceeding that sum
;
of

Lenox, the value of which cannot yet be estimated; of the endowments

of the Astors and of Dr. Rush, each of which approaches a million dollars,

rightly attract the widest public attention. That four of thje largest of

these magnificent endowments have been made or have become available

within the last twenty years, and three of them within the last five years,

proves that the liberality of Americans is increasing in as remarkable a

ratio in this direction as in any other.

But even these gifts within the last quarter of a century are not all

which may excite the just pride and emulation of Americans and stim-

ulate the hopes of the friends of culture. In thje single State of Massa-

chusetts within the period last named, not less than sixteen patronymic
libraries have been established that owe their origin to the benefactions

of those whose names they bear. The aggregate sum thus given is more

than $320,000; they contain altogether about 100,000 volumes; last

year more than a quarter of a million volumes went out to their read-

ers, and nearly 4,000 new volumes were placed on their shelves.

It is to be remembered, too, that not all these benefactors are dead; a

nurnberstill live to bless their fellow citizens by their deedsof benevolence.

Neither is it to be forgotten that such beneficence is not bounded by any
lines of geography. An example only can be given of one State, because

of the number. The new States have such benefactors; they are found

on the slope of the Pacific, and in the farthest South, as well as in the

Middle and Eastern States.
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In many instances tbe buildings for these libraries have been finished

under the personal superintendence of their donors; the books have

been selected and placed on the shelves under their inspection, and.

then the keys have been given to the public. More than this, the foun-

der has often paid for the service of caring for the books, and lending
them to all citizens who choose to read, aridiljso for placing new books

in the library as needed.

For the following interesting sketch of the Bryant Library we are

indebted to Mr. O. C. Gardiner, of New York :

Mr. William Cullen Bryant has established a free library for the benefit of the people
of his native town, (Cmnmington, Mass.,) at a cost of some $25,000. It includes a site

of thirteen acres of land, with a stone building for the library, 30 feet by nearly 50, of the

granulated hard mica slate found in abundance near it. It is a chaste, neat structure;
the library 30 feet in height, with three sides filled with shelves for the books, which

form the active loan part of the library, with a gallery across the whole width of the

building, over the entrance, for books of reference. The gift includes also a two story

and attic cottage, built of concrete, for the use of the librarian, a barn, outbuildings}
and a commodious shed for the horses and carriages of those who visit the library. It

was opened to the public about three years ago, and received a charter from the .State

in tbe present year.

The library contains nearly six thousand volumes, and is probably one of the choicest

collection3 for a small popular library to be found in the country. It was selected by the

donor and the late George P. Putnam, with a supplementary selection by Mr. Bryant

during the last two years. The library is shelved in thirteen sections or divisions

theology, religion, and philosophy ;
education and text books

; history and biography ;

voyages, travels, and geography; political and social science; rural and domestic

economy; science; fine arts; poetry and belles lettres
;
fiction

; juvenile books; books

of reference, and miscellaneous.

The distance from Mr. Bryant's summer home to the library, one mile and a half, has

been made easy by opening a new carriage road, to avoid the sharpest declivity of the

hill, for the common benefit of himself and neighbors. In this and another carriage

road along the ridge, to promote easier access to the library and to the two villages,

he has expended about $3,500.

Thus, the library and the improvements around it at Mr. Bryant's hand will aggre-

gate between $25,000 and $30,000. The library is free to the people of Curnmiugtou,
while its benefits are extended to the surrounding towns within certain limits, at a

small yearly charge for the improvement of the library.



CHAPTER XXIII.

FREE READING ROOMS,

BY WILL-IAM C. TODD.

INFLUENCE OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE ITS SPECIAL VALUE READING ROOMS IN

CITIES IN TOWNS COOPER UNION, NEW YORK NEWBURYPORT, MASS.

Free reading rooms, containing the leading newspapers and magazines
of the day, have begun to be recognized as important means of public

education, and without a doubt will receive far more attention in future

than they have in the past. They should go hand in hand with free

schools and free libraries.

Of all the wonderful changes in the last century none is more marked

than those of the newspaper and periodical. The little sheets, of some

of which fac similes have recently been published, that told the people
in 1775 of Lexington and Concord, were local in influence and circula-

tion
;
the same man was generally the editor and printer. Perhaps it is

a mistake to say they told of the first British attack, as the exciting

news of that day went from mouth to mouth long before it appeared in

print. Of these journals, Dr. Franklin, in his autobiography, says,
" There are, at this time (1771) not less than twenty-five." He also

erroneously states, strange as it may seem, that the paper established

by his brother at Boston, in 1720 or 1721, was the second that appeared
in America. If up to the time of the American Revolution the news-

paper had exerted any influence on our history, it was comparatively

unimportant.
The prominence of the newspaper is one of the most characteristic

features of the present age. The most remarkable discoveries and in-

ventions of the past century have combined to render it a more com-

plete agent for diffusing information and molding public opinion. It is

the daily mirror of .the world's events.

Indispensable as are newspapers to the business of the world, they,

with the numerous magazines that have been started, nearly all during
the present century, are equally necessary to education. A nation with

many papers and magazines must be well informed
;
their circulation can

almost be taken as an exponent of its intelligence. Not only does a

first class journal contain a record of events, but the best thought of

the day. What a noted man to-night may say to a small audience, to-

morrow will be read by millions all over the land. The substance of

460
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whole volumes is published frequently long before its appearance in

book form. Recently such books as Schl iemann's Troy and its Kemains?

with copious illustrations, Proctor's Lectures on Astronomy, Tyndall's
on science and religion, Huxley's oil the origin of life, and Agassiz's at

the Anderson School, have appeared in a daily journal, costing a trifling

sum, and have furnished instruction and delight to hundreds of thou-

sands who would otherwise have remained ignorant of these works.

The commander 1 of our forces in a battle during the Mexican war
stated to me that he could not have won his victory, and would have

been led into an ambush, but for the clear idea of the locality gained
from a map published in a newspaper.
So great has become the demand for periodical literature, and so well

understood its influence, that the best intellect is employed to produce
it. Many brilliant writers of modern times have first become known

through newspapers arid magazines, and have continued to use this

means of addressing the public. The essays of Macaulay first appeared
in the Edinburgh Eeview, Bryant's Thauatopsis was first published in

the North American Eeview, and Dickens became famous by his

Sketch es by Boz in the London Morning Chronicle
;
and nearly all bis

subsequent writings were for periodicals, his Household Words gaining
a circulation in 1853 of 90,000 in London alone. Bryant has for years

edited a paper, and Longfellow, Lowell, Whittier, Holmes, and others,

the best known of our poets and prose writers, constantly contribute to

periodicals. Much of the best poetry, romance, biography, criticism,

discussion of every subject, and information on every topic appears in

our newspapers and magazines, and scholars and men of science, as well

as general readers, must read them or be left behind.

Beautiful, accurate, striking illustrations, essentially a modern fea-

ture of our periodical literature, attract attention and make clear what

might otherwise be less perfectly understood. The influence of one of

our best illustrated magazines over children and adults, in instruct-

1

Mrig. (fun. B. Alvord, now Paymaster-General, U. S. A., and- at the time men-

tioned a captain in tin; Fourth Infantry. In an interesting letter to the Commissioner

nl' Hdneation, describing the affair, he says :

" Your reason for wishing me to write it ont was the emphasis I gave to the value

of my possession of a good map of the ground, published in the New York Herald, on

the occasion of the more important battle of Cerro Gordo, fought previously on the

18th April, 1847, under General Scott. I must premise that if there were advantages
in tliis particular case from newspaper accounts and maps of that war, it must be

remembered that the enemy in that war could not benefit by them from their remote"

ness and the dillerenco of language. As a general rule, there can be no doubt that

much incnnveiiience is felt by military commanders from publications in newspapers
in the midst of active operations."

After a detailed description of the iijjht. and showing the use of the map, General

Alvord adds :

" On reaching the city of Mexico I told General Scott that we had reversed his

Operations ait Cerro Gordo. Hut none of the ollicial reports ever all nded to the pos-

session l>y us of that map of the iield wlrch, at a critical moment, proved .[(lite inval-

uable." EDITORS.
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ing and amusing them, it would be hard to measure. So necessary
are newspapers and magazines that it is difficult now to see how the

people could keep abreast the times without them.

As a means of influencing the popular mind there can be no doubt

newspapers are now more powerful than books, and have for some

years been, to an extent, superseding them. Everybody reads the

newspaper; the book readers are comparatively few. Let any one

make inquiries on this point, and he will be surprised to learn how

many of great intelligence (especially business men) do not read one

volume a year. Some of our journals have from 50,000 to 100,000 sub-

scribers, and each copy probably has, on an average, five readers one

of the oldest editors of New England estimated ten so that every
issne speaks to a quarter or a half million readers. Rarely does a

volume attain a sale of 5,000 copies, and it has but few, if any, more
readers than a copy of a newspaper. On a living question, like the cur-

rency or tariff, a book can discuss the facts and arguments up to its

publication, but there it must leave the subject. A newspaper returns

to it day after day, meets difficulties, presents new arguments and new
facts as they are developed, and influences the mind's of its readers by

persistency if not by reason. Hence every party in politics and in re-

ligion, every branch of science, every idea seeking root in the minds ot

men, may do without its books, but never without its periodical.

Granting the necessity of the newspaper aud magazine, the practical

question arises, How shall the popular want be met?
There is but one way, and that is by reading rooms. The masses have

not the means, if they had the inclination, to buy-many papers aud maga-
zines. One paper and one magazine do not suffice. Many papers and

magazines from different sections, representing different phases of

thought, are demanded, some for instruction, some for amusement, and

the expense is serious, even for persons of means. In all but tlie

larger centres of population, too, it is generally impracticable to obtain

any but local journals unless for regular subscribers.

Our public school system has made our people generally intelligent,

and created a taste for reading. To gratify that taste, public libraries

have been established within a few years in many of our large cities aud

towns, and the increase in such institutions is one of the most encour-

aging signs of the times. To many of these admission is by membership,

fee, or introduction, but there are reasons for believing that in a few

years public libraries, free to all, will be found in every city and hamlet

in the laud.

Not a few of the arguments for free libraries apply also to free

reading rooms. Young Men's Christian Associations, in many of our

cities, have aimed to supply the demand, and have done useful service.

The institution needed is a room supplied with the leading daily and

weekly papers, and with magazines, open to all classes of both sexes,

day and evening, so that those who have but a few moments of leisure
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as they go to and from their daily toil, as well as persons with hours at

their command, can use it.

Just such institutions as are needed in all our towns are found in seve-

ral of them, and the result has exceeded the most sanguine expectations
of their friends. The best known of the kind, though of course larger
and more complete, than can be expected in ou)st other places, has been

established in New York City, by the munificence of Peter Cooper. One
who visits that reading room will find it filled with readers, for the

most part of the laboring classes, eagerly perusing the papers and maga-
zines.

The librarian of the Cooper Union writes :

We have 318 papers and periodicals on file, ami about 100 magazines in different

languages, besides the books (about 12,000 volumes) ou the shelves, which are given to

readers on written application. The rooms are open from 8 a. m. to 10 p. in., and were

visited last year by 581,798 persons. This will give an idea of ^ho influence exerted on

the community. The class of readers is that of persons in the humbler walks of life.

The Cooper Union is the largest reading room in the United States, if not in the world.

In 1855 a free library was opened in Newburyport, Mass., by private

benevolence, and among the subsequent donations was one of $15,000

by George Peabody, a former resident. In 1870 a gentleman offered

to give a fund to supply a reading room with papers and magazines, if

the directors would provide suitable accommodations. This was done,

and for five years the reading room has been a complete success. The

room is frequented by ladies and gentlemen equally, by the richest and

poorest, and is felt to be one of the best intellectual and moral influences

of the cit3
T

. The superintendent thus speaks of it :

Ever since its establishment, July 1, 1870, the number of visitors has constantly in-

creased. Side by side the merchant, the minister, physician, factory boy, and factory

girl have read the news. In the depressed condition of business of the last three

y ears the benefit to the community of the reading room has been most clearly shown.

Two well warmed, lighted, and carpeted rooms, made attractive by flowers and in

other ways, and supplied with about seventy daily and weekly papers and magazines,

a dapted to various tastes and degrees of culture, have been a help to the public such

as benevolence in the form of no other charity could have offered* The direct benefits

a ic readily seen. The free access to papers, magazines, maps, directories, bulletins of

slocks, the latest shipping intelligence, from a luxury has grown into a necessity with

tlic n-ading and business community.
The indirect inlliieiices have been, too, most marked. The bringing together of

both sexes and all classes has worked well for that portion of the community most

needing help in softening their manners, drawing them from street temptations, and

giving them higher aims
;
and particular instances are known where the result has been

most happy.

Why cannot such reading rooms be established everywhere, either as

adjuncts of free libraries or independent of them! Much as they are

needed in the city, they are equally so in the country, where fresh read-

in- is often difficult to obtain, and life has so te\v attractions that the

young are anxious to seek tho overcrowded cities. Hooks contain the
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ripe wisdom of the past, but the constant craving for the new mast at

the same time be satisfied. Over $11,000,000 were given in 1873 for

education by private benevolence, and Americans will cheerfully give

to free reading rooms when the necessity is felt. As the friends ot

education have pressed the claims of free schools and free libraries, let

them also urge those of free reading rooms, so that soon all three may
be found everywhere to the remotest hamlet of the land.



CHAPTER XXIV
LIBRARY BUILDINGS*

BY JTJSTIX WINSOK,
Superintendent Boston Public Library.

SITE DESIGN ECONOMY OF SPACE FURNITURE NUMBERING OF CASES LABOR
SAVING DEVICES STATIONS OF OFFICERS UNPACKING ROOM CATALOGUE ROOM
BINDERY EXTRA WORK ROOMS BRANCH LIBRARIES ROOM FOR GROWTH NEWS-
PAPER AND DUPLICATE ROOM ROOM FOR PATENT SPECIFICATIONS CABINETS
STUDENTS' ROOM PAMPHLET ROOM STOCK ROOM JANITOR'S QUARTERS TOILET
ROOMS PLANS AND DESCRIPTION.

To have a good library building, a sufficient area should be secured to

leave it detached on all sides, and to provide for future additions. Its

plan of administration should be decided upon, and in accordance with

that its book rooms, public waiting rooms, official and service quarters
should be planned to fall into the most convenient relations one to the

other. Describe this to the architect, and ask him if he can build his edi-

fice around these quarters without disturbing size or relative position. If

he complains that the public apartments do not give sight of the books,
and that he must fail of half his effects if he cannot have handsome

bindings and vistas of shelving, tell him to fail.; that the public wants

books to read, not to look at. If he says that your $100,000 will not

build anything but an ordinary building, and that he cannot elevate

the {esthetic conceptions of people who look at it unless he can spend

$200,000, tell him that $7,000 worth of books annually purchased with

the income of that extra $100,000 will be more than a match in the long
run for his flutings and bas-reliefs in the production of aesthetic effects.

We have too many of these architectural enormities in library struc-

tures already. Witness the public libraries of Boston and Cincinnati,

the Astor in New York, and among the smaller ones that of
Springfield,

Mass.

Men do not erect a building and decide afterward whether it shall be

a playhouse or a hospital ;
and yet these two are not more awkwardly

interchangeable than the two kinds of library buildings needed, say

by an antiquarian society and a municipality; still committees go on

and build a building, leaving the question an open one whether their

library shall be of one sort or another.

The traditional form of a large library, of which we have examples in

all the libraries named above, has come down to us with other old mo-

nastic ideas, when the monks were the only users of books, and when
465
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the seclusion of alcoves comported with their literary habits, and gave
convenient access to the books shelved about the recluse. The alcove

system, arranged about a central area, where the books are also to be

used, is to this day the most convenient plan where a collection is de-

voted to a small or solely scholarly use, and where, as is the case with

scientific societies or other bodies of specialists, their members are

allowed unrestricted access to the shelves. The alcoves being at the

end of radial lines from the central tables, and each alcove carrying out

the same principle in relation to its own central table, the service of the

library, whether performed by one's self or by deputy, requires the mini-

mum of time and strength.

A like economical principle needs to be preserved, when we come to

change the character of the library to that, of a great collection to which

multitudes have access, and but few are personally known to the libra-

rians. Such a state of affairs, it needs no argument to show, involves the

shutting out of the public from the shelves. Kapid intercommunication

has brought users of books to focal points in the world, where great

libraries exist. The spread of literature has enlarged the bookish classes

among stationary populations. Hence the new development of enormous

use which great free libraries are making. Masses are impatient of delay
and need to be served quickly in order to be kept happy ;

and to accom-

plish it the page who goes for a book must not be obliged to scan titles

along a shelf, or series of shelves, but 'must find a book at once by its

number in its proper place. Thus to insure a certainty of the book

being in its place, it is necessary to exclude the public from the shelves

for the reason that most prowlers among shelves do not restore books

they have taken down to the exact place from which they took them.

These facts indicate the conditions which should be imposed upon an

architect in building a great inodern library : viz, that the service cannot

be performed by the readers, but must be performed by officials
;
that

there is one point of contact between the readers and officials, which

is the delivery desk, where the books are charged to the borrowers
;

and that this delivery desk must be placed in the most convenient rela-

tions both to the reading tables and to the books, or, in other words,
between them.

In the plan of a central area for the readers, with surrounding alcoves

shut off from public approach, this is not the case; for the pages who fetch

the books travel around the public and make the average distance to

be run and the delay consequent fully double what it would be if the

point of delivery were midway between the public and the books.

The main idea of the modern public library building is, then, com-

pact stowage to save space, and short distances to save time. This has

been carried out in the new building in Koxbury, which is one of the

branches of the Boston Public Library. Here we have a book room 27

feet wide by 55 feet long and 24 feet high ;
the desk of delivery being

midway on one of the longer sides, just without a door which opens
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into a waiting apartment. In the first place, the bottoms of the

windows are 8 feet from the floor, giving an unbroken wall shelving
around the room. Then two rows of ten donble-faced cases, each 8 feet

high, are placed, standing crosswise, in the room, leaving a middle

passage and two side passages 2 feet 6 inches wide along the length of

the room. The passages across the room betwe^i the faces of the cases

are at present 3 feet 6 inches wide. When required, lay a Hyatt light

floor on top of these cases, after having moved them together till your
3 feet 6 inches cross passages are reduced to 2 feet 10 inches, except the

one just back of the delivery, which is thus widened to receive the stairs.

Repeat the same cases and shelving (only the windows will break

the wall surface) on this floor, and again on a third floor, when required,

deriving now additional light from a lantern on the roof.

In this way your room (27 x 55 x 24) will give you three stories of 8

feet each, less the thickness of two glass floors, and will hold a hundred

thousand volumes, all within a shorter distance of the delivery by far

than any hundred thousand volumes are placed in any other library.

Tbe cases are divided into sections not over 3 feet long. There are

no lengthwise partitions separating the two faces, but a bead on the

uprights keeps the shelves from touching at the back by its thickness,

allows a passage down for dust, and makes a current of air, which

is necessary to leather bindings, since they deteriorate in a stagnant
and foul atmosphere. The shelves are supported by common ring-head

screws, such as are used for "
picture eyes," which are easily moved as

required. In cases 8 feet high, including base and cornice, you can

get nine shelves, including that formed by the base, but all of these

will not ordinarily be required, unless the shelves below the breast-level

are kept so near together that the books must be pushed in on

their fore edges, which does not hurt small books, gives better stowage,
and enables the pages to read the shelf numbers on the bottom of the

backs without stooping or kneeling. If the books are kept in this way,
it is better that the shelves, from the base up to the level of the breast,

should recede, one by one, an inch each, counting upon having the

shelves on which the books stand upright 8 or 9 inches wide.

The cheapest and most easily adjusted arrangement for making books

stand perpendicular on the shelf, is a block of hard wood; two of which

can be made out of a cube of 6 inches each way by dividing it diagonally.

They should be shellacked, when first made, to prevent checking.

For numbering, give a number from 1 upwards to each face of the

cases, and paint this number in large figures over the middle of the

case
; put secondary numbers, 1, 2, 3, &c., over the tops of the ranges,

(or spaces between uprights.) Then number your shelves from the bot-

tom up, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 painting the proper figure on each shelf

edge, range by range. Your shelves are now easily designated : oSj.'.,

for instance, meaning the 33th case, the 2d range, and the 5th shelf;

and it has the advantage that shelves 1725, 2325, etc., will always be
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in the same relative position in the 17th, 23d, cases, etc. Next num-
ber your books on the shelf in the order in which they stand, and book
No. 5, so marked, will be designated 3825.5, which means 5th book, of

the 5th shelf, of the 2d range, of the 38th case
;
and if the 5th book

(or title) has several volumes, any particular volume will be designated

by its proper figure after a second dot; as, for instance, for a third vol-

ume of the above book, 3825.5.3. A number arranged in this way con-

veys to the attendant the exact position of the book before he leaves to

fetch it, and he can almost find it in the dark
;
he certainly could if all

the books on the shelf were in their places, and none had more than one

volume.

This is on the supposition that all the cases are uniform, which is de-

sirable, as thus the contents of two cases can be transposed bodily, with-

out alteration of numbers, except so far as transposing the case numbers

on the cases themselves. This is sometimes of importance, since the

books in a case near the delivery may in time cease to be much used,
while the fresher books in a more distant .case take their place in com-

mon demand. If a transposition takes place, then much time will be

saved in the service. It may break temporarily the order of position,

but as other classification requires a similar change, the change of all

becomes, in the end, like that of the rear ranks of a platoon stepping to

the front, while the foremost fall back, and order is re-established.

Of course there will be books of exceptional sizes which must be

accommodated with cases and shelving to fit.

In the case of very large libraries, some partially automatic system of

fetching books will naturally follow. The number of the book can be

struck by the desk attendant on a keyboard, and be shown in a signal

frame, within sight of all the stations of the pages. The proper page will

find the book, deposit it in one of a succession of boxes journeying on

an endless band towards the delivery, where, as it goes around the barrel

to return below, it will throw out upon a cushion the volume in question

or a card containing its number, which indicates that the book is not in

its place. These same boxes are used for returning the books to the

shelves after assortment, their procession being reversed. If this

latter service needs to be supplemented, trucks should be used of two

or three stories each, resting on four wheels, one at each end and two

at the center, which, being a trifle larger than the end ones, serve as

a pivot, on which the truck can be easily guided through the narrow

passages.
The Boston Public Library, for many years before the establishment

of its six branches, (at distances of from one to five miles from the cen-

tral building,) consisted of two separate libraries in one edifice
;
and they

still exist, one having the higher classifications of books, and the other

the more popular literature. This dual system has the disadvantage of

making the habitual frequenter of one of the departments prone to

overlook the other, for the two of necessity somewhat overlap, and
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both need to be examined in many instances of inquiry; bat its great

advantage is that it separates in large measure the mere pastime
readers from the studious ones, and insures such order and quiet
in the higher department as would not be possible if the two were made

one, beside collecting and putting under better observation the bor-

rowers of the more expensive books. \

But in order not to repel from the lower department adults and girls, by
reason of the contact they must have with crowds of boys, particularly
at hours between schools, it would be well to confine the boys in their

approach to the desk merely to one side of a rail, as they need to be dealt

with by the same officials, since as messengers of adults the record of

the loans they reed to cancel or make afresh must be made at the same
desk. This could not be satisfactorily arranged if they were confined

to a separate waiting hall and used an entirely separate delivery.

The official headquarters of a library should be situated as nearly
as possible in the center of the system, so that the controlling power
shall come with the shortest possible delay into relations with every

part, whether devoted to the staff or the public ;
and there should be

every convenience of dumb-waiter and speaking tube to brifag all parts
into easy communication.

In enumerating further the variety of apartments necessary to the

thorough appointing of a great library, mention must be made of

many that can be dispensed with or embodied with others in lesser in-

stitutions.

Books received in cases should be unpacked in an apartment adjoin-

ing an elevator by which they are raised to the catalogue room. This

should be a large hall, with stalls .about the circumference, the head of

this department being situated on a raised platform in the middle, where

he can control every section. These stalls should be occupied in suc-

cession by the different attendants through whose hands the books suc-

cessively pass in their processes of fitting them finally for the shelves.

Trucks on tramways, or some other means of passing quantities of books

on from stage to stage, should be provided.
The order of these stalls (and in large libraries each will be occupied

by several attendants under one head) will fall more conveniently in a

sequence which shall assign H (see plan
1 of main story) to the ordering

clerk, who makes out the lists of books to be ordered, dispatching these

lists to the library agents, keeping records of them, and who watches

the publication of all serials to see that successive numbers are promptly

supplied. This stall should have room for a small bibliographical appa-

ratus, and be provided with ample room for pigeon-holes, and other

conveniences for assorting, as the details of the work are numerous.

To this department all books received are first committed, so that the

order lists may be checked and the books marked for their proper destina-

tion.

In G the work of collation should be done, and the collator of each

book should be required to put his initials in a given place in it.

1 The plans here referred to will bo found oil pages 473-5.
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In F the accession catalogue is kept and each book is entered, and

acquires a consecutive number, which is attached to it, with the date.

In E snch as need to be bound are arranged for the bindery, entered

on schedules, and dispatched to the binder, and, when received back,
are pushed on with the rest.

In D the pasting in of the proper book plates, (showing purchase by

fund, acquisition by gift, etc..) and impressing the library stamp, take

place.

In c (and B, A, M, L, etc., according as the space is required, and

the different departments of thelibrary have the cataloguing assigned to

different attendants) the books are catalogued. These stalls, as well as

H, should be in convenient proximity to an adjacent apartment devoted

to the working bibliographical apparatus and to the cases of the official

card catalogue; or these may be arranged in the middle of the hall, as

in the plan.

In K (if that comes next) the custodian of the shelves should deter-

mine the position of the books on the shelves, give them shelf numbers

accordingly, and enter them in the shelf lists, which are used in the

periodic examination of the shelves by this officer, and which constitute

in some degree a classed catalogue of the library. This officer takes from

the books the cards which come in them from the cataloguers, and marks

both on them and on the book the shelf number which he has given the

book. He delivers the cards to the alphabetizers, who put them in their

proper places in the official and public card catalogues, (they are made
in duplicate,) and the books to boys, who on trucks wheel them away
to their shelves.

If the cards are printed, as is the case in the Boston Public Library,

other work intervenes growing out of such substitution for manuscript
which need not b3 described here.

There should also be an extra workroom, where any work of unusual

extent, such as a large donation or extraordinary purchase, can be man-

aged without interrupting the processes of the ordinary service in the

catalogue room.

If the library has branches, communicating daily with the central

department, the business of receiving and dispatching the boxes that

go between, answering the branch librarians' requisitions and trans-

mitting the books and periodicals designed for the branches, should be

in charge of an officer, who will need considerable space for the details

of his work, conveniently situated for the access of the expressmen.
This officer will also attend to the express-service of the library, which

grows with the collection, and pertains to the distribution of catalogues
the receiving of exchanges, and all other packages, other than from the

library's agents.

Every great library will find it of importance to have a considerable

area reserved for contingent growth, in which large collections, bought
or received as gifts, may be kept separately when desirable

;
and the
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possibility of giving them such seclusion from the bulk of the library
will often decide the question of benefaction, when the claims of other

libraries, which cannot so provide a separate space, are under consid-

eration.

The officer in charge of the circulation of the library should have his

station separated only by a rail or counter froqftthe public whose serv-

ing he is to look after, and with whom he can thus more readily hold

the necessary communication. It would be well that the public card

catalogue should also be under his immediate supervision, as he will

need constant access to it, in assisting readers in finding or choosing
books.

A newspaper room and duplicate room can profitably be made one

and the same, reserving the lower spaces for newspapers, and the upper

spaces, where from their distance from the floor large volumes like

newspapers will be inconveniently shelved, for duplicates. This room
should have conveniences for the attendant to do the work of assorting
and collating newspapers for the binder, and should have tables for

consulting them. Newspapers are best kept on their sides, not over

three volumes on a shelf; but if kept on end, the uprights should not

be over 18 inches apart, aud then jacks should be used for holding the

volumes up, if the spaces are not nearly full. If a library is going to

make a newspaper collection, it should be remembered to make the

space for it ample.
If the library is furnished with the patent specifications of Great

Britain, France, and the United States, an apartment at least 30 feet

square should be provided for the present extent of these collections,

and for the next ten years' growth, which amounts to about one hun-

dred and fifty large volumes annually. A counter shelf, for consulting

the volumes for brief examination, should run in front of the shelves,
while tables are provided for the centre of the apartment.
Cabinets for holding the rarities of the collection, large volumes, and

portfolios of engravings, and maps, should be kept in an apartment
where they can have the constant supervision of a custodian.

A large room with stalls, or a series of small apartments with tables

and shelf conveniences, should be provided for students making pro-

tracted investigations, and wishing to keep the books they use at their

desks from day to day. The officer in charge of this room should see

that in such cases dummies are put on the shelf in the place of the

books thus appropriated, to show where they are, if wanted by others.

A large room, with tables and shelf conveniences, should be appropri

ated to the assorting of pamphlets, and making up volumes of them

for the bindery. These volumes, when bound and catalogued, pass into

the general catalogue, so that this room should be conveniently near the

catalogue room aud the official card catalogue, as the curator must have

constant recourse to these apartments in his work.

In connection with the reading room for periodicals there should bp
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an ante-room, in which the back numbers of magazines are pigeon-

holed until they are prepared for the binder, and when bound they are

passed on, like other books, to stall H of the catalogue room.

The circulating department should have a room where the work of

inspecting books needing repairs or rebinding, (and the covering, if

practiced,) can be done, and where they can be scheduled for the bind-

ery, and received and manipulated when returned from the binder.

A stock room will also be necessary for storing catalogues and docu-

ments of the library, blanks, stationery, etc.

The janitor will need living quarters and store rooms for his supplies,

etc.

It is desirable in a large library to have a bindery in the building,

which should be amply provided for.

Appropriate toilet rooms, with washing arrangements, water closets,

and wardrobes should be provided ;
and for each sex, if women are also

employed on the staff.

PLANS FOR A LIBRARY OF ONE MILLION VOLUMES' CAPACITY. 1

The main Book Koom, marked A, is to have seven stories, with

glass floors between and a glass roof, each story 8 feet in the clear; the

walls to be shelved
;
the cases*, double faced, to stand on each floor in

rows, with passage 2 feet 10 inches between; spiral stairs to connect

the floors; dumb-waiters and inclined planes, with stations on each

floor, to deliver the books at the space marked F, whence pages are to

take them to the Delivery Counter at C.

The section for Popular Books, B, is to be similarly arranged, but

of only two stories, while the five stories above B, extend over the

Popular Delivery Boom as shown in K, (second-floor plan,) and so

connect also with the room A on each story, forming a component part
of the same. A spiral staircase somewhere near the passage D should

render these upper stories readily accessible from the Delivery C, while

additional staircases will render the second story accessible to the pages

attending the Delivery G. The Students' Boom is intended for tables

for such as make protracted investigations, and need to have the books

they use kept from day to day. A side entrance is arranged for such

as visit the library for popular books only, and the noise attending the

larger concourse of such readers is kept apart from the greater quiet of

the more studious frequenters of the General Delivery Koom. An
attendant at E would have oversight of the rooms on either hand, the

popular reading room being given to the more commonly used of the

magazines of the day for old and young. The General Delivery Boom
is the main consulting room of the more permanent collection of the

books, and should have tables for readers and the cases for the public

1 The accompanying plans are the joint production of Mr. Winsor and the architects

Sturgis and Brigham, of Boston, Mass. EDITORS.
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catalogues. Additional light should be provided by wells in the floor

above. These wells could be made circular, with reading shelves on
their rails.

The Catalogue Eoom is developed to the requirements of a large work-

ing force. It should, however, have connection with the space C by a door.

The stall H should open on the elevator, so thxt books can be directly

PLAN OF MAIN STORY.

received from the Unpacking Room below. They then pass from stall

to stall round the room, a separate process being gone through with in

each, until they are at last put upon trucks to be wheeled to their

destined shelves. A Librarian's Koom is ordinarily placed to best

advantage in the center of the system, but a sub-executive officer

stationed in the center of the Catalogue Koom will exercise the needful

personal supervision of the whole establishment, leaving the head of

so large a library the greater freedom for superior direction. It would
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be well to connect his secretary's office with his own without necessi-

tating passage through a public hall. The Reading Room on the second

floor is for the higher and less popular periodicals, which are delivered

at the counter, while the back volunies, which have been shelved as

books, are reached by the passage N in the Book Room L. There should

also be a door at O for access to the upper floors of K. A door at P
should give access to the Newspaper Room. Bound volumes of news-

papers can be delivered through the door P over the counter in this

PLAN OF SECOXD STORY.

room, for use on the tables in the Reading Room. With this arrange-

ment there will be no occasion for the public use of the space adjacent
to the Newspaper Room, (marked Hall,) which could be converted

into another contingent apartment. The elevator should also open into

the Newspaper Room. A door for official use should open from the Pat-

ent Specifications room to the Book Room K. In the basement plan the

Transmitting Ropin is intended for the express service of the library,
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which, if it has a system of branches, needs considerable space. This

work could, however, be done in the Unpacking Room if the bindery
should require, as it probably would, the space. The apartment marked

Pamphlets would probably have to be extended over the adjacent

Cellar, and the whole building should stand high enough on its founda-

tions to give the basement both light and (Sryness throughout. It is

not unlikely that the range of rooms on the other side of the building

PLAN OF BASEMENT.

will be needed for library purposes, and there would still be room

enough in the Boiler Room and under the entrance steps for fuel. There

needs to be distinct accommodation for wardrobe and toilet use for the

two sexes of the library service. The Storage Rooms X and W might

be devoted to this use in connection with the adjoining water-closets, if

they are light enough. Otherwise, such arrangements could be made on

the side of the porch, that entrance being made the official entrance of

the library stall
1

.



CHAPTER XXV.

THE ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
1

BY "WILLIAM F. POOLE,
Librarian of the Chicago Public Library, author of Index to Periodical Literature, d-c.

GENERAL STATEMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS PRELIMINARY STEPS IN ORGANIZA-

TION SELECTION OF BOOKS PURCHASE OF BOOKS ROOMS SHELVING DESK
AND COUNTER LIBRARIAN CATALOGUING COVERING BOOKS BINDING STAMP-

ING AND LABELING CLASSIFICATION ARRANGEMENT SHELF MARKS TAGS
SHELF LISTS CARD CATALOGUE FINDING LISTS METHODS OF DELIVERY
REGISTER OF BOOKS BORROWED RECORD OF CIRCULATION EXAMINATION OF
LIBRARY CONCLUSION.

The librarians of city libraries are constantly receiving letters from

communities where no public library exists, or where a new one is in

progress, inquiring into the methods by which such a library may be

organized and conducted. Such information, when it is directed to

specific points, is freely given ;
but in the midst of pressing official

duties, it is often a severe tax upon a librarian's time to answer these

inquiries. It is also impossible, in the brief space of such a reply, and

without knowing the resources at command and the special conditions

of the enterprise, to give much useful instruction. Many persons have

written about public libraries, but there is no treatise giving that

rudimentary and practical information which is needed, and to which

the parties making these inquiries can be referred. In view of the

pressing necessity that appears to exist, the writer has prepared the

following paper, embodying some practical suggestions on this subject

which, it is hoped, will partially supply the want that has been named
The term "public library" has come to have in our country a re-

stricted and technical meaning. The Library of Congress, the Boston

Athenseum, and the Astor Library are, in a general sense, public

libraries
;
but they are not the class of institutions we are to consider.

In the Library of Congress, the Senators and ^Representatives and the

chief officers of the Government are the only persons who enjoy its full

privileges. By courtesy, the public are allowed to use its* books on the

premises. The Boston Athenteum is a stock company, and only pro-

prietors and those whom they introduce enjoy its benefits. The Astor

Library, though accessible to all persons for reference only, was founded

and is maintained by private munificence. The public has never con-

tributed to its support, and has no voice in its management. Free

libraries and free town libraries have existed in Europe for three cen-

1
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turies
j
but they are libraries for scholars and not for the masses of the

people, and are not supported by popular taxation. The Free Library of

Hamburg, in Germany, was founded chiefly from monastic collections

in 1539, and in 1869 had 190,000 volumes and 5,000 manuscripts; but

during that year only 4,000 volumes were taken out. The Free Library
of Frankfort-on-the-Main, with 84,000 volumfeS, issued 2,000 ;

and that

of Leipzig, with 113,000 volumes, issued 1,500. The books which these

libraries contain are not of the class which interest the people at large
The "public. library" which we are to consider is established by state

laws, is supported by local taxation and voluntary gifts, is managed as

a public trust, and every citizen of the city or town which maintains it

has an equal share in its privileges of reference and circulation. It is

not a library simply for scholars and professional men, as are the libra-

ries which have been named, but for the whole community the me-

chanic, the laboring man, the sewing-girl, the youth, and all who desire

to read, whatever be their rank, intelligence, or condition in life. It is

the adjunct and supplement of the common school system. Both are

established and maintained on the same principles that general educa-

tion is essential to the highest welfare of any people ; and, consid-

ered simply as a question of political economy, it is better and cheaper,
in the long run, to educate a community than to support prisons and

reformatories.

It is now about a quarter of a century since the first institution of the

kind existed. The idea originated in Massachusetts and England nearly

at the same time, the Massachusetts enterprise having a slight priority.

These libraries now number several hundred, and their number is rap-

idly increasing. Their surprising development within the last few years

is one of the most interesting features of educational progress in our

time. In England these institutions are called " free libraries." It will

be the purpose of this paper to state somewhat in detail, and in the

simplest manner, the methods and plans of procedure which experience

has tested in the establishment and arrangement of a public library.

PRELIMINARY STEPS IN ORGANIZATION.

The first question to be considered is this : Is there a statute of the

State which authorizes a tax to be levied for the support of- a public

library ? Without a legal authority for taxation, a public library of this

kind is an impossibility. Active operations must be delayed till such a

law is enacted. If a petition, supported by the influence of the local

representative, be sent to the legislature, a public library act can proba-

bly be obtained.

In Massachusetts, cities and towns are authorized to lay any tax they

see fit for the support of a public library. In Ohio, cities may l;iy ;i tax

of one-fifth of a mill on the dollar valuation for the purchase of books.

Salaries and running expenses are paid out of the local school funds

Boards of education in Ohio have the control of public libraries, appoint-
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ing, however, for their more immediate supervision, a board of managers,
whose powers are scarcely more than that of a committee. Managers can

make recommendations and nominate the employes of the library, but

can make no appointments and vote no money. All their action may
be supervised and reversed by the board of education. " The board of

managers so constituted," says the statute,
" shall at all times be under

the control of the board of education, both as to their authority and

tenure of Office." The statute of Indiana is similar to that of Ohio. The
obvious objection to this system is that the real control of the library is

with a board of many members who were appointed for other duties, and

have not the time or inclination to make themselves familiar with the

details of library management. They are required to vote upon subjects

on which they have little or no practical knowledge. The library statute

of Illinois in a measure obviates this objection. It creates an independent
board of directors, who have full control of all the affairs of the library

and of its funds. This board is appointed by the mayor and confirmed

by the city council. In cities of less than 100,000 inhabitants, a tax of

one mill on the dollar may be levied, and in cities of more than that

population one-fifth of a mill. This tax would give in Chicago an in-

come of $65,000 a year to the library. The city council may, however,
cut the levy down to a smaller sum than the law allows as a maximum.
The income of a library, be it larger or smaller, should be uniform, and

not subject to the vote of a department of the city government which is

liable to have fits of liberality and economy. None of these statutes

has any validity unless accepted by the city or town.

It seems hardly necessary to remark that a board of directors should

be selected from the most intelligent, cultivated, and influential citizens

of the community. It is very desirable also that a liberal private sub-

scription and partial endowment, if possible, should be made at the

outset with which to make the first purchase of books. The regular
tax levy will not be sufficient for this purpose unless it be allowed to

accumulate for several years; while it will be sufficient to meet the

running expenses from year to year and keep the library supplied with

new books. Communities are impatient when taxed year after year
without seeing the results. There is danger, if a tax be laid, and the

opening of the library be postponed for a long period, that the interest

in the enterprise will decline and the citizens withdraw their consent to

be taxed. Never buy books on credit; never embarrass the library by
anticipating its income; and do not open to the public till there are

books enough on the shelves to make, in your community, a respectable
collection.

If there be a stock or subscription library in the town, or a literary

society possessing books, bring such motives and arguments to bear upon
their owners that they will present them as the foundation of a public

library. One well furnished and thrifty library in a town, under good

management, is much more serviceable to all concerned than several
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small and scattered collections. Before any selection of books is made
it is well to give a general and urgent invitation to the citizens to send

in, as donations, such books as they can spare from their household

libraries. Every family has books and pamphlets which they have

read, and which thrifty housekeepers can spare without feeling that the

gift is a sacrifice. This general contribution w^4 furnish a large amount
of excellent reading, and will save the expense of purchasing these

books.

SELECTION OF BOOKS.

After all the donations have been made, the bulk of the library must
be carefully selected by the directors, or their library committee, and

purchased with ready money. There was probably never a board of

intelligent gentlemen appointed for such a service who did not suppose,
when they first came together, that the selection of books for the library
would be one of their simplest and pleasantest duties. They soon find,

however, that it is anything but an easy and harmonious task. The
more varied and pronounced the individual qualifications of the several

members, the more difficult the selection often becomes. If they start

out with different theories of what the library shall be, agreement upon

any selection of books is well-nigh impossible. Even without a conflict
'

of theories, committees usually find, after they have made some progress
in the work, tbat they have not that knowledge of books, editions, and

prices, outside of their own line of reading, which will enable them to

make a selection in the various departments of literature, science, and

art, which will be even satisfactory to themselves; and they are very

glad to turn their lists over to an expert for revision and completion.

There are, however, some general principles by the observance of

which a committee can make an excellent selection of books for a library.

They must first divest themselves of the idea that their own individual

tastes must be represented in the selection, except so far as their tastes

harmonize with those of the public at large. The wants of the great

masses of the public must be kept constantly in view. One of the pri-

marj- objects of a public library is to furnish reading for all classes in

the community, and reading which shall be adapted to their various

capacities. The masses of the public have very little of literary culture
,

and it is the purpose of a public library to develop it by creating in

them a habit of reading. As a rule, people read books of a higher in-

tellectual and moral standard than their own, and hence are benefited

by reading. As their tastes improve they read better books. Books

which are not adapted to their intellectual capacity they will not read.

To meet, therefore, the varied wants of readers there must be on the

shelves of the library books which persons of culture never read, al-

though it is quite probable they did read such boDks in some stage of

their mental development. Judged from a critical standpoint, such
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books are feeble, rudimentary, and perhaps sensational
;
bnt they are

higher in the scale of literary merit than the tastes of the people who
seek them

; and, like primers and first-readers in the public schools,

they fortunately lead to something better.

The wants of the young must also be considered. If a habit of read-

ing is not acquired in youth, it is seldom developed in later life. The

press of our day teems with entertaining and instructive books for the

the young, which are not simply stories, but books of travel, biography,
natural history, and elementary science. Especial mention has been

made of these classes of popular literature because they are foreign to the

mature and cultivated tastes of committees, and hence are likely to be

overlooked. They need not be reminded that their selections should

include the standard histories of our own and of foreign countries, biog-

raphies of eminent men, the best voyages and travels, the latest and
most authoritative works on the arts and sciences, political economy,
and social and political science, a good selection of poetry and the

drama, etc. These are subjects which would suggest themselves to any
committee. The wants of the more cultivated persons in the community
should also be attended to. If the real wants of all classes are kept in

view, the committee will not be likely to make an injudicious selection.

The catalogues and finding lists of some of our larger libraries will be of

great service to committees in making their lists.

In making the first lists for purchase, it is desirable, in case the funds

at the disposal of the committee are limited, to select such works as

will come into immediate use, and to postpone the purchase of expen-
sive books which are rarely called for to a later period. The first de-

mand in a public library is for its popular books
;
the demand for tech-

nical works and those of a higher and more scholarly grade comes
later. There should be made, however, at the start, a collection of

encyclopaedias, dictionaries, gazetteers, an,d scientific compendiutns,
which should be accessible in the library as works of reference, and not

to be taken out. The extent of this collection will depend on the means
available for this purpose; but no library, however small, can dispense
with such books of reference.

Many of the books desirable for a circulating library can be obtained

in the best and cheapest form in collections
;
as Bonn's libraries, the

Tauchnitz collection of British authors, Lardner's Cabinet Cyclopaedia,

Constable's Miscellany, Murray's Family Library, the Library of Enter-

taining Knowledge, Jardine's Naturalist's Library, the Traveler's Li-

brary, Knight's Weekly Volumes, Weale's Rudimentary Series, and sev-

eral other similar collections. If any or all of these collections be or-

dered, care must be taken that the titles contained in them are stricken

from the other lists; for, otherwise, these works will be duplicated. The

Tauchnitz collection is very desirable, as it contains the works of nearly

all the popular English authors, as Dickens, Thackeray, Mrs. Craik,

George Eliot, Carlyle, Macaulay, Shakspere, and many of the lighter
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authors. It is printed and bound at Leipzig in about 1,300 volumes, at

a very small cost, and obviates the purchase of these writers in more

expensive editions. Of this collection and of Bonn's libraries selections

may be made. Weale's Series is also cheap and very desirable, as it

gives practical information as to trades, processes in the arts, and the

elements of science. These volumes are always much sought for in

libraries. The science of Lirdner'sCyclopiB lia was good authority some

years ago, but is not up to the staml.ird of the present day. It is not,

however, obsolete; and these volumes, especially those relating to his-

tory and biography, are still read with interest and profit.

Is it desirable to purchase duplicates of popular books ? That depends
on circumstances. In a small library, with limited means, it may be

better policy to have a larger selection of good books than to duplicate
those which are most in demand. In the larger libraries the practice of

duplicating popular bjoks is universal. They do not attempt to supply
the first and temporary demand for a new book

;
but the permanent

demand for a book of real merit they do endeavor to supply. Such a

number of copies is purchased at first as will be likely to be in constant

use after the temporary interest in the book has subsided. If attention

aud good judgment be given to this matter, a library need have but few

useless duplicates.

A well selected and judiciously purchased circulating library, with

such works of reference as are needed, will cost, on an average, 8 1 .-">

a volume. A library of 10,000 volumes will cost $12,500. A large

portion of these will be imported in substantial morocco binding, and

the American books will be chiefly in muslin binding. A committee,

therefore, knowing the' amount of money it has to expend, may know
the number of volumes it will buy. Such a collection will contain books

which cost ten times as much a volume as the general average price.

PURCHASE OF BOOKS.

The lists of books to be purchased having been made, the next ques-

tion is, how shall they be bought ? As a rule, it is best to make all

purchases of English books in London, and of French and German books

in those countries, because better editions can there be procured, and at

cheaper rates, than |n this country. The binding, also, can be done in

a better aud more durable style abroad than in this country, and at half

the cost. By the revenue laws of the United States, books for public

libraries can be imported duty free. The method is to employ skilled

mid reliable agents in London and there are several such agents who

make this business a specialty who will buy books in that market, they

having no stock of their own, at the lowest cash price, will cause them

to be bound, and will ship them directly to the library, invoicing them

at the original cost price, and charging a reasonable commission for tlirir

services. In France and Germany, though the customs of the trade are

somewhat different, the metho;l is much the same. All the large li-

31 E
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braries in this country buy their books in this way, and find it greatly

to their advantage. The smaller libraries, when they make their orig-

inal purchases, or make considerable additions, can do the same. Ap-

plication to any of the principal libraries will furnish the information

that is needed for securing all the advantages of making purchases in a

foreign market. Separate lists must be prepared of the American and

foreign orders; and each, for convenience of consultation, should be

arranged in alphabetical order under the names of authors. The foreign

invoices will come arranged in the same order.

As to the purchase of American books, arrangements can be made
with a bookseller to furnish the current American books at a certain

rate per cent, from the trade discount. By current American books is

meant such works as are on the latest lists of American publishers,

and not subscription nor special books. Special books are those on

which the usual discounts are not given ; they are often published ou

account of the author, and are indicated as "special^ in the lists. It

is well to offer a written proposal in this form to different booksellers

to fill up the blank left for the rate of discount. Till recently it has

been customary for enterprising booksellers to fill up the blank with

discounts ranging from 25 to 35 per cent. Some contracts have been

made as low as 40 per cent, discount. In the summer of 1874, the book-

sellers of the country, at a convention at Put-in Bay, entered into a

combination by which the discount to libraries was cut down to 20 per
cent. That combination still exists, and nearly all the leading houses

have gone into it. There was no exigency, except their own pecuniary

interests, which required such a combination, and it is one which

no library is bound to respect, provided anybody outside of it can

be found who will furnish books at the old rates. Publishers have not

reduced their discounts to the trade, and except for this combination,

books could be bought by libraries as cheaply as formerly. Some of

the rules adopted by the Put-in Bay convention were needed and were

judicious ;
but the one relating to libraries was a blunder, because it was

suicidal. No other influence is doing so much in cultivating a taste for

reading and a desire to own books as public libraries, and they are

the most efficient mode of advertising good books without expense to

the publisher or the trade. More books are sold, and private circulat-

ing libraries do a better business, where there is a public library than

where there is none. The largest discounts should, therefore, be made
to libraries.

Arrangements can also be made with the bookseller who supplies the

current publications to supply special and subscription books at rates

considerably below the trade prices. Bare books and books out of

print and this class includes a large portion of American history and

biography must in each instance be matters of special agreement as

to price. Let the person who supplies the general list furnish these

books, when he will do it at fair prices : but the committee must be free
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to reject any of the books offered the price of which seems to them
too high. This part of the purchase calls for considerable knowledge
and tact on the part of the committee. If the books are ordered of

second-hand dealers, (and none others keep them in stock,) they will cost

twice as much as if collected in a more judicious way. These books are

constantly appearing in the auction sales in Jsfcw York and other cities.

The auctioneers will send their sale catalogues to any library which makes
the request for them in season to send orders. There are responsible
men who make it a business in the large cities to attend these sales

and buy books, charging a commission of fire per cent, on the amount
of the purchases, and giving the library the benefit of their experi-
ence as to prices, editions, condition of copies, etc. The books bought
will be billed and shipped by the auctioneer direct to the library. As
auction sales are for cash, it is necessary that prompt remittance should

be made. There are a few auctioneers of such established reputation
for integrity that it is safe to send orders direct to them, and they will

bid honestly and charge no commissions; but as a rule, it is better to

employ an agent, limiting the bids in some instances, and in others

authorizing him to use his discretion. An application to any experi-

enced librarian will give the needful information as to responsible agents
in New York and elsewhere.

The writer is well aware that the foregoing recommendations as to the

purchase of books will not meet with the approval of some persons en-

gaged in the book trade, especially those who import books for libraries.

These suggestions will appear to them penurious and niggardly. The
writer has often had this inquiry addressed to him by gentlemen engaged
in the foreign trade :

" If libraries import their own books, how is our

business to live!" He replies to this inquiry that he is not now writing

for the information of importers, but in the interest of libraries who are

purchasers. The suggestions here given are* based on an experience of

more than twenty-five years in purchasing books in our own and the

foreign markets.
ROOMS.

The plan of a building or the selection of temporary rooms for the

library is one of the first questions which engages the attention of a

board of directors. If the board has ample or special funds for this

purpose, it will, of course, consider where and what sort of build-

ing shall be erected. Its location should be as central as possible, and

a lot should be secured much larger than the present wants of the

library demand. The plans should be made with reference to the

future enlargement of the building. Libraries, by a constant accretion

of books, increase more rapidly than is generally supposed. A library

starts with 10,000 volumes, and has an annual accession of 5,000 vol-

umes; in twenty years it will have 110,000 volumes, and long before

that period has elapsed the original building will be wholly unsuited

to its use. Nearly all the large libraries of our country have passed, or
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are passing, through this experience. A library of 100,000 volumes

needs not only a larger building than one of 20,000 volumes, but a differ-

ent kind of building. It is, therefore, a risky undertaking for a board

of directors, in the first stage of their enterprise, to erect a building,

even if they have special funds for the purpose. It is prudent for the

directors to make haste slowly in this matter, to invest their money and
allow it to accumulate until the library has developed its wants in tem-

porary quarters, and they have had more experience in these matters.

The construction of library buildings is a larger theme than can be dis-

cussed in the limits of this paper. No library board should attempt
such an enterprise without taking counsel of some one who has made
the subject a special study and has had experience in library manage-
ment.

There have been few public libraries in this country which had the

means for erecting a library building in the early stage of their exist-

ence. They are usually cramped for means to buy the books which are

needed at the outset. Eooms of peculiar architectural design are not

required for the original occupation and organization of a library. The
essential requirements are a central location, easy access, ample space,
and sufficient light. The space for the library and reading room should

be, if possible, on the same floor. The lower floor, if all the other con-

ditions are secured, is the most desirable. But the second floor in build-

ings designed for mercantile purposes can be obtained at a cheaper rent,

and for that reason may be preferred. The light there is often better

than on the lower floor.

A reading room, in which the current periodicals are kept, is a neces-

sary adjunct of a public library. Whether newspapers should be kept
on file is a question which each board must settle for itself. The literary

and illustrated weeklies may be included with periodicals. The local

and the leading newspapers of American and foreign cities are usually

supplied in reading rooms, but the custom is not universal, it being

thought in some libraries that the expense of these newspapers coitld

be better applied to other purposes. In reading rooms where not a

large number of periodicals is taken and experience shows that they
are not stolen, they are usually placed on tables, where readers can con-

sult them without application to the attendant. Where there are many
readers and a large number of serials is taken, experience has shown
that it is better to place them in pigeon-holes behind a counter, to be

delivered by an attendant. The applicant writes the title, or the num-
ber from a printed list, on a slip and signs his name and residence. The

slip is placed in the pigeon-hole as a voucher, and removed when the

periodical is returned. At first sight this seems a slow and cumbrous

process, but practically it saves the time of the applicant and the attend-

ant. When several hundred serials are laid upon tables and handled

by every comer, it is not easy to find the one that is needed, or to ascer-

tain whether it is in the hands of a rea-der. A superficial area of 1,200

square feet will be sufficient space for fifty readers at one time.
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A room well lighted and with a superficial area of 2,000 feet will

accommodate a library of 20,000 volumes, with sufficient space for

counters and the delivery of books. A library of 40,000 volumes will

require double the space. In selecting rooms it is well to provide at

least three times the space and shelving required for the close stowing of

books actually possessed. The rule is that e^ery hundred square feet

will contain 1,000 volumes.

The reading room should be a separate apartment from the library

room. Both should be well lighted on two sides, the north light being
the most desirable.

SHELVING.

The common mode of building the bookcases against the walls is not

an economical arrangement of space, and scatters the books too much.
The problem is to economize space and bring the books as near as possi-

ble to the counter from which they are to be delivered. The time and

steps of the attendants are saved by shortening as much as possible the

distance they are required to go for books. This is done by construct-

ing cases open on both sides and placing them at right angles to the

wall, and yet so far distant from the wall at which the light enters that

there is a free passage around them. The length of the cases will

depend on the space available. They may be from 10 to 13 feet long.

Five feet between these cases is sufficient, and they should be placed to

the best advantage with reference to the light. By leaving a space of

2 or 3 feet between the ends of the cases and the wall, there will be

sufficient cross light for cases which stand between windows and do not

receive the light direct.

The cases should not be so high but that a person of full stature can

reach the books on the top shelf without steps. Their general dimen-

sions may be as follows: Base, 4 inches; space for books, 7 feet 6

inches
;
cornice and finish, 8 inches; total height, 8 feet 6 inches. The

depth of the cases need not be more than 1C inches. A thin paneled

partition passes through the middle of each case separating the books

on the two sides. The shelves will be 7 inches in width, and

their length must not be more than 3 feet 6 inches. The shelves must

be all of the same length, so that they will fit in any locality. They
must also be movable, in order that they may be adjusted at any dis-

tance from each other. This is best attained by supporting them on

pins, the square heads of which, cut into the under side of the shelf,

are out of the way and not seen. The holes for the pins, three-eighths

of an inch in diameter, one inch from the outer and inner edge, and one

inch apart from centre to centre, are bored in the standards by machinery
when the stock is prepared. The pins, of hard wood, are also made by

machinery. A skilful mechanic who has machinery will take a contract

to make such cases as cheaply as if the shelves were fixed. Some wood

harder than pine should be used for the cases, though the partition panels

may be made of pine. Ash is an excellent wood for this purpose, and
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in some parts of the country is as cheap as pine, though the working is

somewhat more expensive. Whatever wood is selected, use no paint,
but varnish with three or four coats, and rub down and finish the ends
and cornices.

Plate I.

<\

A lateral view of the case described is shown in Plate I, ; an inside

view of the end standard, showing the partition, shelves, and pin holes,

is seen in b. In c a section of the standard and pin supporting the shelf

is shown
;
in d, the end of the shelf, with the notches cut out to receive

the head of the pin ;
in e, the under side of the shelf, showing the same.

In / the pin is shown edgewise and flat, and in g the shelf and the pins in

place. The ends of the cases should be paneled.- The partition need not
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be thicker tban half-inch stuff. The front edges of the shelves should be

rounded, as sharp edges will cut the binding of the books. Xo glass
or wire doors are weeded in front of the cases, as the public does not have
access to them.

The cases which have been described will hold only octavos and
smaller volumes, and these comprise nineteen-lweutiethsof the volumes

of a circulating library. Other provision must be made for quartos and

folios. If cases were made deep enough to accommodate all sizes, they
would be expensive and cumbersome. It is better, therefore, that books

larger than royal octavos should be kept by themselves in cases pre-

pared especially for them
,
even if it separates some books from others of

the same class. One or more wall cases with a ledge may be provided
for these books. Below the ledge the depth may be 16 inches, which

will take in folios, and above the ledge 10 inches, which will ac-

commodate quartos. These wall cases will be of the same height,

general construction, and finish as the other cases. If bound newspa-

pers are kept, cases of even greater depth than these must be made
One advantage in constructing cases in the manner described is, that if

the library has occasion to change its quarters, its entire furniture and

equipments may be removed and set up without reconstructing.

DESK AND COUNTER.

In the further arrangement of the library room there should be a desk

at which books are returned, and a counter over which the books are

applied for and delivered. The extension of the desk and counter, with

such side railing as is necessary, will shut out the public from contact

with the bookcases. There should be a space of 6 feet between the.

counter and the ends of the bookcases, and 8 feet between the desk and

the bookcases, in order that there may be room for a table on which

to place the books received. The desk should be 6 feet long, 3 feet wide,

with a flat top, and 3 feet 8 inches high. It should have drawers on the

inside, and an iron railing on the outer edge, with an opening 18 inches

wide at one side of the front, through which books are received. The

register, hereafter to be described, stands on the top of the desk, and

the iron railing is to protect it. The opening is at one side in order to

give space to work the register. The front line of the desk will, there-

fore, be thrown 3 feet in front of the line of the counter. The counter

will be 2 feet wide on the top, 3 feet G inches high, and may have shelves

on the inside. Its length will depend on the amount of business to be

done. It should be at least 1C feet long, and twice that length may be

needed. The Chicago Library has 80 feet of counter, and that space is

often filled.

If there be a large circulation, the business of the library will be

greatly facilitated by having, instead of a single desk for the it'turn of

books, two desks, or rather a double desk, 12 1'oct long. <-;iHi half of

which \\ill have its own register. At one of tlu-s' <lr>k> UH-II \vill icturn
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their books, and at the other women. The delivery room, for this pur-

pose, will be divided into two parts by a rail extending from the middle

of the double desk to the opposite wall, and the different sexes will

enter this room by different doors. There will with this arrangement
be two counters extending right and left from the double desk, the

women being supplied with books at one and the men at the -other.

This arrangement also better accommodates the women, as they are not

incommoded by mingling with the mass of applicants of the other sex.

Twice as much work can be done with two registers as with one. This

subject will be further explained under the head of "Arrangements."
Plate II.

n
COUNTED. COUNTED

In Plate II is shown the general double arrangement which has been

described. The number of bookcases, the length of counters, and the

size of the delivery apartments will depend on the size of the library,

and may be enlarged as the library increases. Shelves for catalogues

may be placed on each side of the central rail, or wherever the light is

most favorable.
LIBRARIAN.

Even before the lists of books to be purchased are made and a place

is provided for their reception, the- board will have received a score of

applications for the position of librarian. Every one of these applicants

is abundantly qualified (in his or her own opinion) for the duties, and

will furuisb'iuany testimonials to sustain this claim
;
and yet probably
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not one of them has had any experience ia the work. The directors, if

they use the same good judgment which they apply to their own private

business, will appoint a person who has had experience ;
and such a per-

son can be obtained at a moderate salary if inquiries be made at some
of the large libraries where young persons of boih sexes have been regu-

larly trained. The local prejudice that the librarian must be a resident

is absurd, and one which the individual members of the board do not

observe in conducting their own affairs. The business of a librarian is

a profession, and practical knowledge of the subject is never so much
needed as in starting a new enterprise. If a person of experience can-

not be found, the best material that offers, resident or otherwise, must
be taken. Persons who have failed in everything else are usually the

local applicants for the position. Broken down ministers, briefless law-

yers, unsuccessful school teachers, and physicians without patients,

especially, are desirous to distinguish themselves as librarians. The
same energy, industry, and tact, to say nothing of experience, which
insure success in other avocations are quite as requisite in a librarian

as book knowledge. A mere bookworm in charge of a public library,
who has not the qualities just named, is an incubus and a nuisance.

RECEIVING AND ENTERING BOOKS.

The librarian, whoever or whatever he or she may be, is appointed,
and the books begin to arrive. The first duty of the librarian is to com-

pare the books with the invoices and the original order, (of which a copy

should^be recorded,) and certify to the accuracy of the invoices, if they
be found correct. The books must then be collated to ascertain if they
be complete copies and that no signatures be missing or transposed.

Incomplete copies must be returned. The books must then be entered

in the "accession catalogue," which is usually a folio volume with printed

headings and ruled especially for the purpose. This record furnishes a

perpetual history of every book that comes into the library, and gives
the date, accession number, author, title, place where published, date

when published, number of volumes, size, number of pages, binding, of

whom procured, and cost. If the book be presented, the word "gift" is

written in the cost column. Specimen forms of this accession book can

be had by applying to any experienced librarian. Every work entered

has its accession number. These follow each other in numerical order.

The accession number is written in some fixed place in every volume

usually on the back of the title page so that immediate reference can

be had at any time to its history, as recorded in the accession catalogue.

It is a serious mistake for a library to put its books into circulation

without having first entered them in the accession catalogue. The mis-

take, if made, will be discovered when it is too late to rectify it.

CATALOGUING.

The next process is to catalogue the books on cards. The cards will

be ruled to order and may be of any size or shape desired, but the size
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most used, and the one recommended, is o by 2 inches, of fine cal-

endered paper, folio post, twenty-six pounds to the ream. Some
libraries use a much thicker paper, which is more expensive, takes more

space, and has no advantages over the quality named. The British

Museum and some other libraries use a thinner paper. Every work
must be catalogued under its author or under the first word of the

title not an article, in case the author be not known. It must also be

catalogued under its subject, or, if it be a work of fiction, under its title.

Two cards must, therefore, be written for each work, and more if they
be required; the purpose of the cataloguing being to show what the book

is, who is its author (or authors), what it contains, and its imprint. If

the title be long, it is abridged. The place and date of publication, the

size, the number of volumes, and the accession number must be given
in every instance

;
and cross-references, when necessary, must be made.

There are many technical rules for cataloguing which should be

thoroughly mastered before one undertakes to catalogue a library, and

yet are too extended to be set forth in this paper. The modern rules are

based on the system used at the British Museum. The rules prepared
from that system by the late Prof. C. C. Jewett, for the Smithsonian

Institution, and since printed with some improvements by the Boston

Public Library, have beeu till recently the best code that was procura-

ble in this country. The " Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue," lately pre-

pared by Mr. Charles A. Cutter of the Boston Athenaeum, and forming
Part II of this report, is now the most complete and authoritative treatise

on the subject extant. *.

The inexperienced librarian will find the cataloguing of his books the

most difficult part of his undertaking, even after he has made a diligent

theoretical study of the subject. He will find after lie has made consid-

erable progress that much of his work is useless, and scarcely auj7 of it

correct. It is good economy to employ, temporarily, skilled and profes-

sional cataloguers to do the work and to train an inexperienced libra-

rian in this and other duties of his profession. There are ladies in the

eastern cities who have had much experience in cataloguing, and who
devote themselves to this specialty. Their services can be temporarily

secured for this purpose ;
and they are also skilled in library manage-

ment. The writer will be happy to furnish to any committee the names
and addresses of several ladies who are not surpassed in their qualifica-

tions for such work, and whom he has employed in cataloguing.
The cards being prepared may be left for the present in the work, next

to the title page, or in the first volume when there are several volumes.

The leaves of every volume must be carefully cut, if this has not already

been done by the binder.

COVERING BOOKS.

The question will arise whether the books should be covered with

paper. This has been a general practice, and, though still kept up in
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some of the older libraries, is becoming the exception rather than the

rule. The practice of the writer is not to cover the"books, because the

covering is expenshe, troublesome, and quite as much an injury as a

protection to a book. A book covered with paper is likely to need

rebinding sooner than if it be not covered. It is the sewing and the

bands which attach the book to the covers tha\ first give way. Paper
will protect the covers, but these, even if they be only of muslin, will

outlive the sewing and the bands. If a book be covered with paper on

a damp day, the paper shrinks on a dry day and strains the binding at

the bands. Books are covered that they may be cleaner and more pre-

sentable
;
but paper takes dirt more readily than muslin, and when a vol-

ume has been out once or twice its condition is any thing but presentable.
Books covered with paper may be bound with less finishing and with-

out lettering. The expense thus saved is more than offset by the cost

of continual re-covering. Books lose their individuality by being cov-

ered
;
and cases of books, with simply shelf marks and no titles, are

unserviceable for the purpose of reference, as well as unsightly.

BINDING.

For binding, morocco is the best material and calf is one of the poorest.

The genuine morocco (which is a goat-skin) has a long and tough fibre,

which makes it durable
;
the calf has a fine and close fibre, which

cracks when it has stood on the shelves a few years. Sheep, bark tanned

and unsplit, is also a durable material, and the less coloring matter and

finish applied to it, the better its enduring qualities. Skivers, or split

sheep-skins, and base imitations of morocco should be avoided. Kus-

sia leather should be used only on very large volumes, and the article

supplied to book-binders in this country is usually a fraudulent imitation.

Libraries cannot afford to indulge in luxurious binding. Good material,

strong sewing, and a moderate degree of skill and taste in finishing, are

all they can pay for. Xo part of a librarian's duties is more annoying
than superintending the binding. He sees so much of what is unwork

manlike and lacking intelligence in the common work of book-binders

that his patience is severely taxed, and he has a chronic feeling that he

is imposed upon, as he usually is. Hence the principal libraries main-

tain binderies of their own, and employ persons who are skilled in

library work. The difficulty and expense of having good binding done

in this country is the reason why as much binding as is possible should be

done abroad. The binding of London, Paris, Copenhagen, and some

parts of Germany, (but not Leipzig,) is excellent, and is done at one-

half, and even less, than the prices charged here.

STAMPING AND LABELING.

Before the books are placed on the shelves, they must be stamped
with the name of the library on their title pages, a nd elsewhere in the

volumes, if it be thought desirable. This may be done with a hand-
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stamp, in black or fancy colored ink
;
or it may be done with an emboss-

ing-stamp. There are vulcanized rubber stamps now made which give
an excellent impression and are cheaper and more easily worked than

the metal stamps. An official label must also be prepared and pasted
on the inside of the cover. If the town or city has a seal, it is well to

place this on the label, with the name of the library. There may be a

blank line in the upper left-hand corner for the shelf mark of the volume,
and a blank line at the bottom, in which to write the date the volume is

received. This work being done, the books are ready for the shelves,
and the next question to consider is their

CLASSIFICATION.

A system of classification must first be fixed upon. This will be

simple or elaborate, as the occasion may require. A large library needs

a more minute classification than a small library, and a library of refer-

ence than one of circulation. A classification like the following may be

sufficient for the class of circulating libraries we are considering: His-

tory, biography, voyages and travels, poetry and drama, English mis-

cellanies, English prose fiction, juveniles, polygraphy, collected works

of English and American authors, German literature, French literature,

Spanish literature, Italian literature, etc., language and rhetoric, fine

and practical arts, natural history, physics and natural science, political

and social science, education, religion, law, medicine, and serials. This

does not profess to be an exhaustive or scientific classification, but it

will meet the practical wants of the class of libraries in question.

ARRANGEMENT.

In arranging the books under these general classes, each class must

be further subdivided. History, for instance, must be separated into

ancient, English, American, French, German, etc. Ancient history must

be divided into general, Greek, Roman, Jewish, etc. English history

must be classified under general and special. And this arrangement
will bring together the works on the different periods, as the Norman

Conquest, the Revolution of 1640, the Revolution of 1633, etc. The

works on Scotland, Ireland, and British India will be brought together.

French history will be treated in the same manner. The works in the

English language on the other countries of Europe are not so numerous

as to require so minute a classification. In American history, the works

relating to the discovery and early explorations of the continent, and

accounts of the aboriginal inhabitants will form the first subdivision.

The general histories of the United States will follow, then the war of

the Revolution, the war of 1812, the Mexican war, and the war of the

Rebellion. On each of these topics there are many publications. The

general and local histories of each of the States must be arranged to-

gether, and it is convenient to place them in the order of the Eastern,

Middle, Southern, and Western States. The histories of Canada, Mex-
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ico, Central America, and South America will complete the arrangement
relating to America.

It is well to separate Biography into general and individual. Indi-

vidual biography may be subdivided into ancient, American, English,

French, German, etc. These subdivisions may\be arranged alphabet-

ically under the names of the persons whose lives are treated. This will

bring the several lives of Washington, Franklin, Xapoleon I, Frederick

II, etc., together ;
and any life desired can be readily found without

referring to the catalogue for the shelf mark. Poetry, drama, English

prose fiction, and English miscellanies may also be arranged alphabet-

ically by authors. By these arrangements attendants learn very readily
the location of books, and associate the titles of books with their

authors. Sculpture, painting, drawing, and architecture will be sepa-
rated in the arrangement of the Fine Arts

;
and so with the practical

arts, natural history, physics and natural science, political and social

science, religion, etc. In short, this subdivision must extend through
all the classes named. Collections like Bonn's libraries, the Tauchnitz

collection, etc., although they contain works on different subjects, had
better be kept together, and arranged in alphabetical order by authors,
in the class of Polygraphy. From the detailed illustrations which have

been given, a librarian of intelligence, even if he has had little or no ex-

perience, ought to be able to arrange his books in a manner that shall be

practically satisfactory.

Ample space should be left for additional works in every department,
and no bookcase should have more than half the book? it will contain.

In history, biography, voyages and travels, and science more than half

the space should be left empty. Even then the librarian will soon have

occasion to regret that he did not leave more space for accessions. The
cases for fiction and juveniles will be the last to be crowded, for the rea-

son that so many of them are constantly out.

The classes of books which are most called for should be placed in

the cases which are nearest to the point of delivery, and those most

unfrequently called for in the most remote cases. About three-fourths

of the circulation will be prose fiction and juveniles. Place these books

in the most accessible position.

SHELF MARKS.

Every book must have a shelf mark which will indicate its place on

the shelf, and distinguish it from every other book in the library.

There are several methods of applying shelf marks in use, each one of

which has its own advocates. We have only space to describe a few of

these plans. One is to designate the cases by the letters of the alpha-

bet, numbering the shelves in. each case, and numbering the works

consecutively as they stand on the shelves. By this plan, the shelf

nii.rk "A, LU, 10-2" would mean "Case A, 24th shelf, 10th work,

lid volume." Another plan, which is called the decimal systom, desig-

nates the cases by letters, as before, and numbers the upper shelf of
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the left-band tier 11, and those below it 12, 13, 14, etc. The upper sbelf

of the second tier is numbered 21, and coming down with 22, 23, 24,

etc. The top shelf of the third tier is 31, the fourth tier 41, etc. The

number, whatever it is, indicates by the first figure the tier, and by the

second the shelf. For instance, "A, 56" indicates "Case A, fifth tier,

sixth shelf from the top." As there are not usually more than eight
shelves in a tier, the numbers 1 to 10, 19, 20, 29, 30, 39, 40, etc., are

discarded. The advantage of this plan is that the shelf mark directs

the attendant readily to the shelf. There is still another application of

the decimal system . The designation of cases by letters is omitted.

The upper shelf (or the lower shelf may be selected, if it be preferred)

of the first tier is numbered 111, the next 112, etc.; the upper shelf of

the second tier, 121
;
of the third tier, 131, etc. The first figure indicates

the case, the second the tier, and the third the shelf. If any plan of

numbering the shelves be adopted, this is probably the best.

The writer of this paper, however, for reasons which will be

presently stated, .has not adopted the plan of numbering shelves

in a circulating library, while he has used it as the best device

in a reference library. He prefers for a circulating library the plan
of designating the cases by the letters of the alphabet; giving the books

in each case a numerical order, and reserving sufficient numbers for

the insertion of future accessions in their proper classified arrange-

ment. The books, therefore, do not stand permanently on any particu-

lar shelf, but in a fixed numerical order. As accessions come in to

fill more space, the books are moved forward. This arrangement gives

the librarian greater freedom in the management of his books than if

he numbered the shelves and gave each volume a fixed place. Du-

plicates can be added or withdrawn and new books inserted without

disturbing the arrangement, and the space can be more economically
utilized. Jt is impossible in a rapidly growing library to allot the

vacant spaces for future accessions on the rigid plan of numbering
shelves without soon finding that too little space has been left in some

instances and too much in others. It is not claimed that the writer's

or any other plan will provide for indefinite expansion; The time

will arrive when there must be an entire and radical re-arrangement.

For instance, a library starts with ten thousand volumes, and in a

few years it has grown to fifty thousand. Before it attains this size

it will have outgrown its original quarters; and a change of rooms

is a favorable occasion for making a general re arrangement and a more

minute classification. Care must be taken that sufficient numbers are

left for future accessions. The mistake usually made is that too few

numbers are reserved. In general, it is well to use, at first, not more

than one-third of the numbers. In local history, and some other de-

partments which grow rapidly, even a larger proportion of the numbers

should be left vacant. At the end of each subdivision leave twenty,

thirty, or fifty numbers, as the case may seem to require. Considerable

j udgment must be used in making the proper allotment.



Organization and Management of Public Libraries. 495

TAGS.
(

Before the actual numbering is begun tags must be attached to each,

volume. Many more tags should be printed for the cases which con-

tain the popular books than for other cases. Tags o*f this form and size

may be prepared by the printer, and all the different sorts worked on

a single sheet, to be afterwards cut up. Three sizes, with the case letter

inserted, may be printed, which will fit volumes of different thickness.

Place the tag about the middle of the back. If placed near the bottom
it will be defaced by readers in holding the book. The paper for the

tags must not be thick or heavily sized, in which case it will not stick.

If the tags curl up when the paste is applied the paper is too thick or

not porous enough. The paper should have a little sizing, for it is

necessary to write upon it. It is exceedingly annoying to the librarian

to find his tags peeling off. The best material known to the writer for

sticking on tags is fresh binders' paste, and yet this does not fully

answer the purpose. Shellac dissolved in alcohol will make the tags
adhere more securely, but ttiere is too much trouble in working it. The

person who will suggest or invent a better material than binders' paste
will confer a favor on the profession. In a library of large circulation

the time of one person is mostly occupied in putting on tags. The glaze
on the backs of books, which prevents tags from sticking, can some-

times be removed by alcohol or muriatic acid. The number of the work
is placed in the middle space of the tag ;

and if it be in more than one

volume, the number of the volume is placed in the lower space. If there

be more than one copy of the work, the first copy is marked ,
the

second
fc,

etc. The same shelf mark is placed on the library label of

the inside cover, on the back of the title page, and on the upper right-

hand corner of each catalogue card. The catalogue cards, when they
have received their shelf marks, will be removed from the volumes.

SHELF LISTS.

The shelf lists are an inventory of the contents of each case, and

hence of the entire library. They give the shelf number of each work,
the author, a brief title, the number of volumes, and number of copies, if

more than one. If the library be large it is well to keep the shelf list of

each case in a separate book, or, if on loose sheets, in . portfolios or
" binders." If the library be small, they may, when completed, be bound
in one or more volumes. The paper will be ruled with a head-line,

aboye which will be written the case letter, and perpendicular lines t'oi

the several particulars which have been named. The numbers 1, -. '-.
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4, 5, C, etc., will first be written dowu the page, oue number on each

line; and such numbers as have, for the time, no books to represent
them will be left blank for future additions. Only very brief titles need
be inserted in the'shelf lists, with the surnames and initials of the

authors.

CARD CATALOGUE.

The catalogue cards, having received the shelf marks and been re-

moved from the volumes, will be arranged alphabetically, and placed on

their edges in drawers or boxes. When this is done the librarian has

a complete card catalogue of his books. If it be thought necessary to

print a catalogue immediately, these cards will serve as "
copy" for the

printer. It is not necessary to transcribe them. Libraries, however, are

usually opened to the public before many of the books ordered, have

been received, and with their shelves much less fully supplied than they
will be a few months later. It is not well to print a catalogue, which is

expensive, until the library has attained a desirable degree of complete-
ness. In the meantime some substitute for a printed catalogue must be

supplied. In a small library an alphabetical list by authors can be

written up from the card catalogue, with the shelf marks, and posted
in the rooms. If the collection be large and the book borrowers many,
this plan will not be sufficient.

FINDIXG LISTS.'

Another substitute for a printed catalogue is finding lists, which may
be printed at a small expense, with brief titles and double columns on

an octavo page. These finding lists are readily purchased by the public

at the cost price, and practically are no expense, except for the copies

used for consultation in the library. Such finding lists have been used

for two years in the Chicago Public Library, and more than* ten thou-

sand copies have been sold at the cost price. The lists include the titles

of 49,000 volumes. The circulation based on this compilation has been

during the last twelve mouths more than 400,000 volumes, and an aver-

age of 1,366 volumes has been given out a day. These finding lists

are sold to the public for ten cents a copy, the price at which they are

furnished by the printer. The actual cost is about twenty-five cents a

copy ;
but the printer, in consideration of the privilege of inserting un-

exceptionable business advertisements at the beginning and end of the

volume, can afford to furnish them at the price named. Three editions

have been issued, each of which contained the titles of all the books

received at the date of publication. When the collection of books is

more complete it is the intention to print a catalogue of the library.

The plan of these finding lists may be of interest to some librarians.

They are made, with very little trouble, from the shelf lists; and hence the

arrangement follows the general classification of the library : as history,

biography, voyages and travels, etc. History is subdivided into ancient

history, Greece, Rome, Jews, England, France, etc. Biography, poetry,
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and fiction are arranged alphabetically. The several sciences and prac-

tical arts have each a separate arrangement, and there is a general index

to the several subdivisions. The size of the type is brevier, and the

paper used is a calendered and well made Manila paper, which costs

only one-half as much as a good book paper rf the same weight and

thickness; and for use on the library tables will stand six times as much
wear. The paper has a pleasant tint, and makes a very neat volume.

The printer will hardly need to be told that the p.iper must be worked

dry.
CATALOGUE.

The librarian should have in view the printing of a regular catalogue,

and at as early a day as is practicable. If the books intended for imme-

diate purchase have been received, it is well to print the catalogue

before the library is opened to the public. The public at large and

committees often do not appreciate the amount of work there is to be

done in getting a library ready for use. They do not see why books

received at a library may not be giveu out as soon, and with as

little formality, as in a bookstore
;
and hence they are impatient, and

demand that the library should be opened before it is ready. It is often

necessary to yield to this pressure and adopt a substitute for the regu-

lar catalogue. When the time for printing arrives, the first question

will be :
" What style of catalogue shall we print ?" An inspection of

the latest catalogues which have beeu issued by the best public libraries

will furnish a great variety of styles, and the compilers of each will

claim that theirs is the best. Some are in single columns, and some

are in double columns. 'Some are in readable type, and some are in

type which many persons cannot read without painful exertion or

the use of a magnifying glass. Xone have full titles, but some have

titles so extended that they fill one, two, or three lines as the case m;iy

be; and others have titles so abridged that they come into one line.

The points on which these catalogues differ are too numerous to be

even mentioned, much less discussed. A few general principles may be

suggested which will aid in determining the style of catalogue to be

selected. A catalogue of a library is expensive in any form or style,

and if the collection be rapidly growing must be susperseded in a few

years by a new and more complete edition. But few copies will be sold

to the public if ottered at the cost price. A large edition will not be

needed; for a library of 10,001) volumes, 500 copies will be enough, and

750 copies for a library of 20,000 volumes. Its chief use will be by

readers and book borrowers in the library, and for exchange witli

other libraries. If a subscription for copies be circulated before the eat a

logue is printed, a considerable number of copies may be sold. As the

edit ion is small, the main cost will be for "composition" or type setting.

and not for paper; hence there will be no economy in using small type.

The writer prefers brevier type, and a single column, on a common

octavo page. Very few titles require more than a single line. The!
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no economy in using double columns, on a royal octavo page, with

smaller type, and the matter is less clear and legible. Nothing is saved

in expense by omitting from the subject-reference the place and time of

publication, the size and number of volumes, an omission which is made
in.many catalogues. In subjects like geology, chemistry, and natural

history, which are rapidly advancing, the edition and date of the pub-
lication is of much importance. The eye more readily takes the names
of authors and subjects in lower-case letters than in small capitals, unless

the lines turn. The turning of lines is to be avoided, as a matter of

economy ;
but if the lines frequently turn, it is better to use a full-faced

lower-case letter than small capitals. The plan of catalogue with refer-

ences under the authors and subjects, in one alphabetical arrangement,
is the one which is now almost universally used, and is preferable to the

classified plan. The principles of this plan have already been treated

briefly under the head of "
Cataloguing."

If a library has plenty of money to spend on a catalogue, and the

librarian is ambitious to make a contribution to the art of bibliography,
he needs different instructions from those which have been given. There

are many technical points connected with the subject, which, for want
of space, cannot be discussed here. The librarian who has not expe-
rience will take counsel of some one who has, when questions of diffi-

culty arise.

3IETHODS OF DELIVERY.

Our attention thus far has been directed to the collection, preparation,

arrangement, an/1 cataloguing of the books, with reference to their future

use by the public. We are now to consider the methods by which the

public may have access to the books.

A code of regulations or by-laws, defining the qualifications of book

borrowers, and the conditions on which books shall circulate, must be

adopted by the managing board. Application should be made to existing

libraries for their by-laws, blanks, and other forms for doing business.

In a library supported by public taxation every resident must have an

equal opportunity to use the books. There must also be some security

or guarantee that the books loaned will be well treated and returned

promptly. If books' be given out without some such regulations, the

library will soon disappear. The custom in the English libraries is tha

the book borrower shall make a money deposit, or file a written guar-

antee signed by a responsible taxpayer, stating thai he will be respon-
sible for the return of the books taken or fines incurred by this person,
and will make goo'd any injury or loss the library may sustain in conse-

quence of this certificate. This is a wise and judicious provision, and is

now generally adopted in this country. There is in every large commu-

nity an unsettled and roving population, who cannot safely, on their-

owii responsibility, be intrusted with books
;
and yet they are persons

who desire and ought to read. With the guarantee of their employers,

landlords, or other known persons with whom they have business, they
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become trustworthy awl diligent readers. Tiie fact that some person
whose go"od opinion they desire, and who will be informed of their delin-

quency if it occurs, is responsible for them, will induce them to return

books and pay fines
;
which they would not do from a sense of duty and

personal self respect: In some of the Easter^ libraries, in lieu of a

written guarantee, the names of one or two known citizens are required
to whom application can be made as to character and responsibility, if

it be required. The city police make these inquiries. One library re-

ported that the police made three thousand of these inquisitorial visits

in a single year. Few public libraries are so fortunate as the one

alluded to, in having the city police at its beck and call. Without such

a police visitation, a simple reference amounts to little
;
whereas the

written guarantee is sufficient, and spares book borrowers the annoyance
and mortification of being inquired after by patrolmen. Blank forms of

guarantee are issued by the library, and when returned tilled with a

responsible name as guarantor, the applicant signs his or her name and

residence on the register, with the name and residence of the guarantor.
A register number is given, and a library card is issued, on which are

the register number, name, and residence of the person. This card en-

titles the holder to draw books from the library.

The names of all registered book borrowers will be indexed with reg-

ister number, residence, and name of guarantor. The most convenient

form of indexing is on separate cards, to be arranged alphabetically in

drawers or boxes, like the catalogue cards. The names of guarantors will

also be indexed in the same manner, with the names of persons guaran-
teed. In case a guarantor fails to respond to his obligation, all the cards

guaranteed by him are to be canceled, and the persons so guaranteed
notified. The register in which book borrowers record their names is a

book especially prepared and ruled for this purpose, with printed head-

lines, and a promise that the undersigned will observe the rules of the

library. One row of figures. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, etc., may be printed against

each line on the page, which will aid in obviating errors in numbering.
The left-hand figures may be filled in with a pen. If two such registers

are kept, one for men and the other for women, the former will use only

the odd numbers and the latter the even numbers. The register number
of any card will then show whether it be a man's or a woman's card, and

where the ticket of a book charged may be found; as will appear more

clearly After the method of charging books, which we are now to con-

sider, has been explained.

REGISTER OF BOOKS BORROWED.

The account with book borrowers may be kept in ledgers, several

accounts being on a page, and in OS nearly alphabetical order as po-sible.

In a small library, where few books are taken, and whore the borrowers

are nearly the same from year to year, and are known to the librarian,

there is, perhaps, no better plan than the ledger system. Delinquent
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books, however, can be ascertained only by examining every account.

In libraries of larger circulation this plan has been found to be cumber-

some and dilatory, and has gone out of use. Several plans have been

devised to take the place of'ledgers, in all of which the book is charged
on slips of paper of uniform size. It is not practicable in the limits of

this paper to describe all these plans. A few of their peculiarities will

be touched upon and a full description given of the plan which the writer

uses and recommends.

We will suppose that a library has ten thousand book borrowers. The
same number of stiff cards (say 4 by inches) are provided and arranged
in ten boxes, which are designated A, B, C, D, E, etc. Five of these

boxes, each containing one thousand cards, are placed on a table at the

right, and five at the left of the person who attends to the register.

Each card is marked in numerical order in its box, and is inscribed with

the name and residence of a borrower, and such other particulars as the

rules require. The order of names at first may be alphabetical, but as

old names drop out and new names are added, this order is soon dis-

turbed. Each borrower knows his box and number. Behind each of

these cards the account of the borrower is kept, but on a different slip.

The library furnishes blank slips, on one of which the borrower writes his

register number, the title or shelf mark (as the rules may require) of the

book returned, and of the book or books desired, and hands it, with the

book returned, to the person in charge of the register, who checks off

the book returned, and passes the slip to an attendant to get the book
wanted. Both slip and book are handed to the person at tha register,

who removes the old slip from behind the register card, examines it,

puts the new slip in its place, and delivers the book to the borrower.

This is the plan of the New York Mercantile Library. The most im-

portant objection to it is that it does not readily show the delinquents.
These can only be ascertained by examining every slip in the boxes.

Another and better plan is that of the Boston Public Library. Printed

slips are provided, on which the applicant writes his name and resi-

dence and the shelf marks of such books as he desires. The slip, with

the person's card, is takeu by au attendant, and the first book on the list

which is in is delivered, the other shelf marks are erased, and the slip

is retained as a voucher for the book. The date of the delivery is also

vStamped upon the person's card. All the slips of the day are arranged

alphabetically, and are placed by themselves in one of the compa'rtmeuts
of a drawer, which compartments are numbered with the several days of

the month. The book is returned with the person's card, which, bearing
a date, shows the compartment in which the corresponding slip can be

found. The slip is removed, and the date on the card is stamped out.

Slips remaining in compartments more than fourteen days are delinquent,

and the parties can readily be notified. The facility with which delin-

quents can be ascertained is one of the merits of the system.
The plan which is in use at the Chicago Public Library is in its main
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features the system just explained, bat with some modifications, whicln

were first applied by Mr. William I. Fletcher, now of the Watkinson

Library, of Hartford, Conn., and formerly one of the writer's assistants,

in the Boston Athenreum. Without modification, so rigid a method
would not be practicable in a Western library. Applicants are not

required to fill printed blanks, and are not limitM to any specific method
of applying for books. They may do it verbally, or they may give a

list of shelf marks of such books as they desire; and often they neetV

and receive assistance from the attendants in selecting their books. They
usually apply with a list of shelf marks. The first one found is crossed off

and the list returned. All the writing for the registry is done by the at-

tendant, which saves the applicant this trouble and secures a more legi-

ble record. For the register, plain slips of uniform size (2 by 2 inches)

and "blocked," that is, attached by glue at one end, are provided. The

attendant writes on the slip the register number o ( the applicant's card,

the shelf mark of the book taken, the date, and the attendant's initial,

that each one may be held responsible for hiso'.vn work. The slip when

prepared will read as follows:

17,259

G. 534

524

M

The date is also stamped on the back of the applicant's card. Tiie

is separated from the "block" and dropped into a box. Before the

day's work is closed, all the slips of the day are arranged in the numer-

ical order of the register numbers, and placed together in the proper

compartment of the registry box, which stands upon the desk. This box

is I'D inches long, 10 inches wide outside, and \\ inch deep inside.

The box and its partitions are made of one half inch black walnut.

Length wise, on the right-hand side, are two partitions with a space 2J

inches in the clear between them, into which the slips of cadi day are

placed on edge, with blocks which are free to slide through the spa. -r

between them. These blocks, which arc not as high as the slip^. have

each a projection of half an inch over the side of the box, on which arc

placed the days of the month. There are thirty-one blocks, and each

has its own date. The end block is secured by a \\vdire. If the
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a vi- rage circulation be not over 600 volumes a day, the right-hand

space will contain all the slips, with their proper blocks. It' the cir-

culation exceed this number a portion of the second space can be

used. As each new day's slips are added, those remaining in the com-

partment with the oldest date are one-day delinquent, and are removed

to the second space, where the delinquent slips are kept. It is cus-

tomary to let the delinquent slips stand for six days in .the registry

box, and such as then remain are removed, copied into a book, and

delinquent notices are sent. If the books are not returned in a week.

notices are sent to the guarantors; printed postal cards are used for this

purpose. The mode of returning books is the same as already described.

Xo book will be delivered on a card until the date is stamped out. Two
hundred books have been received at one register, the slips found, re-

moved, and the cards stamped in one hour. If no time were lost in ad-

justing fines and answering questions, a larger number could be received.

With two registers 400 books can be received in an hour. The limit of

business that can be done at a circulating library is determined by its

capacity of receiving books, and not of delivering them. Any number
of books can be delivered if there be sufficient counter space, sufficient

attendants, and sufficient books. With one register only about 2,000

books can be taken in during the hours of one working day. That circu-

lation has seldom been reached in this country, except in the Chicago

Library, where 2,631 volumes have been taken in on one day and with-

out difficulty, as it has three registers. The third register, for youth, has

been provided with a separate desk and counter, where only cards

stamped "Juvenile" are received, and such books are delivered as are in-

quired for by the young people. The actual record of volumes delivered

at the library (and the same numbers were received) in one day, was as

follows: Men's register, 1,123; women's register, 781; juvenile register,

722; total, 2,631.

In Plate III, the drawing a shows a top view of the register of circula-

tion, with its compartments, blocks, and slips in place. In the right-

hand compartment only the work of eight days is shown instead of

twelve, the working days of two weeks. The dates 19 and 20 were Sun-

days and show no slips. The delinquent slips are kept in the middle

compartment, and the drawing should have shown the work of six

instead of three days. In the drawing b is shown a section through the

right-hand compartment on xx. A side-view of one of the blocks is

seen at c. and a slip with register number extending above it.

RECORD OF CI1ICULAT10N.

The librarian will of course keep a daily record of the circulation. It

is desirable also that he should ascertain and record the quality of that

circulation, and the classes of books which are being read. This record

may be obtained by inspecting and classifying the slips of each day's

work and making up the statistics from them. This method is iucouveu-
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ient, as the work must be done late at night, or early in the morning
before the work of the next day begins.

Plate III.

238E3

-

10 inches

The plan adopted by the writer is to have a tin box made 1C inches

long, 3 inches wide, and 3 inches high, divided into eight compartments,
seven of which have a funnel-shaped cover; and the eighth, which is

larger than the others, is an open receptacle for peas. The seven have

these inscriptions on the front: Fiction and Juveniles; History and

Biography ; Voyages and Travels
;
Science and Art

; Poetry and 1 >rama :

German and* French Literature; Miscellaneous. As each book is deliv-

ered, the attendant drops a pea into such compartment as the book

properly belongs to in its classification. There is a slide in each com-

partment on the back side of the box, by which the peas are let

out. At night they are counted, and a record of each classification is
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kept, from which the number of books issued can be ascertained,

and also the percentage of each class. The total number of the daily

issues is also ascertained by counting the slips. This count, which is-

likely to be the more accurate, should correspond to the count of the

peas, and serves as a check to the neglect of attendants in noting the

classification of every book as it goes out. Weekly, monthly, and yearly

averages are made of percentage of the circulation, which show the taste-

and improvement, if any, of the public in its reading.

EXAMINATION OF THE LIBRARY.

Once a year, at least, the library should be thoroughly examined by

comparing the books on the shelves with the shelf lists, noting every

missing book, and later accounting for the absent volumes, so far as can

be done. It w'as formerly the custom to call in the books, and to close

the library for two or three weeks while the examination was going on-

The closing of the library is a serious inconvenience to the public, and

is not necessary for the purpose of the examination. By going over the

shelves while the books are in circulation, noting by shelf marks such

volumes as are out, and repeating the examination several times at in-

tervals of a week, the list of books not found will be greatly reduced.

The binder's schedule and delinquent list in the mean time will be ex-

amined, and, finally, the slips on which books not returned are charged.
The same results will thus be secured as if the books had been called in

and the library closed.

Before the examination is begun the books should be dusted, the

shelves cleaned with a wet sponge, and the books arranged in their

proper order. The dusting of books may be done by slapping two vol-

umes together smartly two or three times. Xever dust the tops of books

by using a brush or cloth, which drives the dust into the book, whereas

the smart concussion described disengages the dust from the leaves, and

the book retains its clean and fresh appearance. The tops of books

which are cleaned by brushing and rubbing, as is commonly done by

servants, have a grimed and soiled look, and the gilding is soon de-

stroyed.
CONCLUSION.

We have now considered briefly the more important practical questions
connected with the organization and management of a public library.

There are other topics relating to the subject which it would have been

desirable to touch upon in a more elaborate discussion. If the sugges-
tions contained in this paper shall serve to clear up any difficulties, or

to lighten the labors qf committees and librarians upon whom the duties

of organizing a new library are thrown, its purpose will Jmve been

attained. It does not necessarily follow that a method or system
which is adapted to one library is the best for all. There are no quali-

ties which will supplement even a little technical knowledge so effi-

ciently as good judgment and practical common sense.



CHAPTER XXV^f.

COLLEGE LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION.

BY PROF. OTIS II. ROBIXSOX,
Librarian nf fie Vnicersity of Rochester.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS PRINCIPLES OK GROWTH CLASSIFICATION ARRANGE-
MENT CATALOGUING INDEXING OLD BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS PRIVILEGES TO
BE GRANTED TO OFFICERS; TO STUDENTS TAKING OUT BOOKS ACCESS TO THE
.^HELVES INSTRUCTION TO STUDENTS IN THE USE OF THE LIBRARY BY THE
LIBRARIAN

;
BY PROFESSORS.

INTRODUCTION.

After what has been said by such men as Bacon, Whately, Charles

Lamb, Carlyle, Emerson, and President Porter on the choice of books

and how to read them, I shall not presume to give advice to the general

reader. In the presence of so many rules and suggestions, however, it

is natural for a librarian to inquire how many of the readers in his library

pursue the best methods, and how many drift here and there without

regard to rules, and with very little profit. This question is especially

pertinent in a college library. Here the reader is at the same time a

student. The librarian is, with the faculty, in some degree responsible
for his healthy intellectual growth. He is not at liberty to permit a

waste of energy for want of method by those who are inclined to read
;

nor may he be indifferent to the neglect of opportunities by those who
are not. A library for the use of students requires such an administra-

tion as to inspire the dullest with interest and give a healthful direction

to the reading of all.

The object of a society or club library may be the cultivation of

science, the general diffusion of knowledge, or the mere pastime and

amusement of its stockholders. Their tastes and aims must determine

its administration. Librarians in such libraries work for their employers,

and, right or wrong, are accustomed to boast their ability, after a few

years, to know the reading habits of their patrons so as to select for them

just what will suit their fancy. The tastes and aims of stockholders will

also determine the influence of such institutions. Towards the close of

his life, Dr. Franklin claimed that this class of libraries, the first of which

he himself founded, had "improved the general conversation of the

Americans, made the common tradesmen and farmers as intelligent as

most gentlemen in other countries, and perhaps contributed in some

degree to the stand so generally made throughout the colonies in
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of their privileges." In the absence of newspapers and other periodicals

the libraries were the great sources of information. This indeed was

probably Franklin's principal object in founding them. Discipline and

general culture followed naturally. Public or town libraries are, except

as to their support, very much like those of the early societies. Their

object is general information and profitable pastime. A professional

library is little more than a treasury of strictly professional knowledge.
It is more or less limited by the practical wants of a single business or

pursuit. Before reaching such a library a reader is supposed to be quite

independent of the supervision of a librarian.

Xow, a college library is none of these
;

it is something more than all

of them. It is the door to all science, all literature, all art. It is the

means of intelligent and profitable recreation, of profound technical re-

search, and at the same time of a complete general education. Well

supplied in all its departments, it is a magnificent educational apparatus.
How shall the student of to-day become the scholar of to-morrow I It

will depend little upon teachers, much upon books. He must learn to

stand face to face with nature, with societj', and with books. He will

get access to nature and to society best through books. Without them

he will ever be wasting his time on the problems of the past; with them

iitone can he get abreast with his age. Carlyle has pointed out the true

relation of the teacher to the book. "All that the university or final

highest school can do for us is still but what the first school began doing,

teach us to read." And yet how few of the multitude who annually

carry their parchments from our colleges can be said to be intelligent

readers.

The importance of properly teaching to read is vastly increased in

this country during the last half century by the rapid increase of libra-

ries and other reading opportunities all over the land. Whoever will

take the pains to compare the statistics of libraries and of publishing-

houses and importations of books which have been published since

1825, will see that the young man who enters the lists for scholarship to-

day has a very different field before him from what one had then. It is

not too much to say that, even so short a time ago, books, to the great

majority of our population, were exceedingly rare; and that there were
not more than two or three places in the whole country, possibly not

one, where a scholar could properly investigate a difficult subject. The

rapid growth of population at hundreds of centres has given rise to

thousands of libraries, many of them of considerable size. It is no ob-

jection that the number of readers has increased with the number of

books. The advantages of each reader are proportional to the size of

his library, suffering little or no loss from the presence of other readers.

Besides our public libraries, the country is full of private collections,

large enough to be centres of influence. And then we must add innu-

merable periodicals, which fill every avenue of public and of private life,

crowding upon us unbidden in business and retirement alike, with every
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possible variety of subject and style, and demanding that we take a

daily survey of every nation and kingdom under heaven, Christian and

heathen, savage and civilized. Fifty years ago most of the graduates
from our colleges had to settle down to their life work where they had
access to very few books, and among men'who had never seen a library.

They had to content themselves with the purchase of a few standard

authors, an occasional addition of a ne-w volume, and a few leading

periodicals. Now the majority, of those] at least who give promise of

becoming scholars, soon find themselves in communities where books
and magazines are as necessary for the mind as bread for the body. A
constant stream of printed matter sweeps along with it public opinion.
All read and think more or less. Our young graduate to be a scholar,
an intellectual leader, must rise among men who have such advantages
and such habits. The standard of scholarship is pushed upward by the

intelligence of the masses. In view of these facts, one can hardly over-

estimate the importance, to those whose aim is above mediocrity, of

learning to read during student life.

The question as to how the colleges are using their libraries to pro-

mote this kind of learning is one which may well receive the attention,

of those liberal patrons of higher education who create library funds

and build library buildings. Rapid as is the increase of libraries, still

all are clamoring for more books. It is as if excellence were in numbers

alone. How many volumes ? This is always the question ; never, How
much and how well do you use what you t

havef Now and then an old

man, more practical than scholarly, and a hundred years behind the

times, stares around at your alcoves, seriously doubting whether you
use all the books you have, and asks how you can possibly expect any
one to give you more. The question is not an impertinent one, if

only intelligently asked. That the measure of our having should be

determined by the mode of our using is as'old as the New Testament.

Five thousand well selected volumes judiciously and constantly used

will serve the purposes of education better than twenty-live thousand

used only at the caprice or fancy of inexperienced young men. Far be

it from me to discourage giving to increase libraries, but I would have

those who give consider whether part of their endowments had not bet-

ter be directed towards such a vigorous^administration as to render the

libraries most efficient.

What, then, should the administration be? The question naturally

divides itself into three, which I shall consider separately.

First, as to the preparation of the library itself, its growth, classifi-

cation, arrangement, and other facilities for making it accessible.

Second, as to the nature and exteut of the privileges to be granted to

ollicers and students.

Third, as to the instruction in its use to be given to students.

1 shall purposely omit .all reference to the use of a college library by
others than those connected with the college ;

for so far as its privileges
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are extended, by courtesy or otherwise, to clergymen and scientific and

literary residents, it partakes of the nature of a public library, and does

not come within the scope of this paper.

GROWTH OF THE LIBRARY.

In considering how a college library shall be prepared for use, the

mode of its growth demands our first attention. It must be constantly
borne in mind that the object of a college is education, not mere infor-

mation, nor amusement, nor in general professional training. For the

purposes of general education, teachers, students, and books are to-

gether. Any department of the library filled for any other purpose is

filled amiss. Ephemeral literature on the one hand, and strictly profes-

sional works on the other, will properly occupy but small sp.ioe, as the

object of the library embraces very few of them. Now, theoretically

at least, a college education extends to the elements of all the different

departments of human thought, literature, science, art, history, with

their various subdivisions. Each of these departments requires its

share in the library, which shall be for that department the best attain-

able expression of its historical development and present condition. To

manage the growth of any part of the library, therefore, one must be fa-

miliar both with what it contains and with the trade. The books one

buys are to take their places among those alreidy on the shelves, so

that the whole taken together shall form the best possible educational

apparatus. In managing its growth an active librarian and purchasing
committee can do much, but they cannot be expected to know the whole-

library thoroughly, and, so to speak, also to read ahead of its growth.
so as to know which of all the books published each department needs.

Outside of what they happen to be familiar with, they will be apt to

(rust too much to numbers. But every teacher knows tha*t the number
of books in an alcove has very little to da with their educational value.

Take chemistry, geology, almost any science ten good new books inay

be worth more than a whole case twenty-five years old. Whatever we do

with the old books, it is certain that the greater part of them must be

excluded v hen the working power of a library is to be estimated. And
then there will always be a large percentage of books, both in the library

and in the trade, which have the general appearance of value, but which

would really gender little or no service either to teachers or to students.

So far as the administration of the library relates to its growth, it is

clear, then, that it must be directed in its different parts by masters of

those parts, men who shallknow perfectly its true relation to the prog-
ress of thought. Fortunately, in a college library such men are always
at hand. The officers of instruction are. in general the only persons

capable of determining what books their several departments need. It

is assumed that each will keep his eyes open both to the state of the

library and to the growth of ideas, at least in his own special field of
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inquiry. The growth of the library for the special benefit of the officers

Of instruction themselves, will properly come up under the head of priv-

ileges granted to officers, and need not be considered here.

CLASSIFICATION.

What the classification of a library should be, is, a question much
more easily asked than answered. There are objections to all plans. A
difficulty sometimes arises out of the tendency, where the plan adopted
does not prove perfectly satisfactory, to change it gradually as new
books are distributed. This will work ruin to all order. A slightly im-

perfect plan strictly followed is far better than two plans at once. To
avoid all occasion for this confusion, and, what is perhaps more impor-

tant, to have the successive generations of students carry away with

them proper notions of the relations of books to each other, the classi-

fication should be very carefully considered, once for all, by men of the

widest experience with libraries, and of good practical common sense.

Much has been said and written on this subject, and many plans care-

fully prepared, but it is evident that beyond certain general outlines no

classification can be made which would be suited to all libraries.

It would be somewhat foreign to rny purpose to discuss this subject

at length. It is proper, however, to add a word as to the classification

of a college library best adapted to its proper administration. Here,

again, the leading question is, How shall the library become the most

perfect educational apparatus ? .Now, I have tried to show that it

should grow up around the different departments of instruction. I

think also that no Letter practical classification can be devised than

that whose general plan is based upon the classification of instruction

under the several officers. Not that the number of classes should

be incomplete, nor the classes mixed, because at any given time the

faculty was not all that might be desired, but that the division of

books should correspond on the whole to that division of the instruction

which is best suited to the aims and purposes of the institution. Such

a classification cannot be said to be uuphilosophical, and it serves the

purposes of both teacher and student admirably. Each teacher has his

own class of books where he can examine it, and watch its growth most

easily, and add its full force to the means of instruction in his depart-

ment. Students, having become familiar with a certain division of

thought in their daily studies, if that of the library corresponds, can

enter upon the use of it with very little difficulty.

Whatever classification he adopts, every librarian is constantly per-

plexed \\ith books which belong in no class in particular, but which

would go equally well in several. 1 know no better rule for such casefl

than to ignore the title, examine the book in detail, and put it into

that department in which it is likely to be most extensively used. This

methoil hits' the merit at least of being practical.
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ARRANGEMENT.

Were the readers always to call for,books froui their catalogue numbers,
and the librarian to act as a mere servant to take them down and put
them up, it would make little difference how they were arranged, pro
vided only that the catalogue referred to their shelves. But if both

officers and studeuts arejto make a'study of the books collectively as

well as individually, and the librarian is to be a teacher of their use, they
must be arranged with these ends in view. Dictionaries, cyclopedias,

gazetteers, maps, and other works of reference are best kept where

every reader can have free and easy access to them during all library

hours. If the management of the library should involve the use of a

separate reading room they might^be kept there, where also the better

class of reviews and magazines could be used before the volumes to

which they belong were complete for binding. It should be remarked,

however, in passing, that a miscellaneous reading room, where all sorts

of periodicals are regularly received, is at best of very doubtful educa-

tional value. Where no room is specially devoted to general reading,

reviews and magazines arebest treated in every respect as books. After

the works of reference, and the periodicals, the arrangement should follow

the classification as 'far as possible. Then the reader can pursue the

study of a subject or the examination of a class of books with ease

and 'the librarian and ^ his assistants, when experienced in the classi-

fication, can manage the library in all its departments intelligently.

To facilitate the finding]of books the shelves in each class or depart-

ment should be numbered, 'and the class mark and number of the shelf

of each book entered in the catalogue. The class and shelf should also

be very clearly marked on the cover of the book inside. Labels on the

outside would be preferable if they were not so easily worn off'. To
number the books on a^shelf seems to me an unnecessary labor, as a

shelf is so easily looked over.

OLD BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS.

One is often in doubt as to what to do with the old books. The growth
of college libraries does not contemplate the accumulation of large quan-
tities of strictly ephemeral books, and yet many which are very useful

for a time are eventually left behind by the progress of the sciences.

Some of these, like the moraines along the path of a glacier, are valu-

able to mark the progress of thought and discovery; but many of them
mark nothing in particular but the bookmakiug |pitit

of their authors,

yow, a public library is not to be treated as one would treat his own private
collection. If one's habits of reading do not require him to keep a book
which he has outgrown,'or which'

thasjbeen superseded by a new edition,

or "which never was worth its room on his private shelves, he is likely to

sell it or give it away. Y As to his own wants he can judge pretty accu-

rately, both for the present and for the future; but this can never be
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done for the readers of a public library. Some circumstance wholly

apart from tbe merits of a book, as the family association of the author

or the donor, may put it in great demand by men \vho would be justly
offended at finding it consigned to the society of rubbish

;
and it is quite

as impossible to predict the future demand for a book. It may stand on

the shelves a decade untouched, and then, by some event in the literary

or scientific world, be (filled forth and wanted by everybody. For these

reasons, and others which might be given, it is generally thought better

to suffer a little inconvenience from a mixture of the useful with the

apparently useless volumes than to attempt a separation.

It may be remarked just here, for the encouragement of readers in

new and well selected, though small, libraries, that it is not by count-

ing the number of volumes in different collections that the facilities they

enjoy are to be compared with those offered by the large, old ones. As
libraries grow old, the decay of value is enormous. One suffers great dis-

appointment when he visits the old libraries, and finds that their numbers,

magnificent at a distance, are largely made up of books which are, to

every one but a historian or bibliographer, as dead as the Egyptian

kings.

Closely related to the disposal of the old books is the question, what

shall be done with the pamphlets ? Unquestionably the most useful

and the most useless parts of a library are to be found among its pam-

phlets. A ripe scholar may condense the results of years of study into

<i monograph, which is published unbound. You receive it in the same

mail with the harangues of a dozen half-fledged politicians and tl*e

circulars of a score of quack doctors. What shall be done with them ?

It is the fashion in some large libraries to reject nothing. The adver-

tisement of every new sewing-machine is said to have its place in

history. It is not difficult in such places to get up a magnificent show

of numbers. Various methods of classification have been adopted for

pamphlets. In my own opinion, if a pamphlet is worth saving at all, a

pile large enough for a thick volume is worth a cheap binding. I can

strongly recommend the method which I have myself practiced for

some years, and to which few objections have arisen. I classify all iny

pain phlets' precisely as I do my books. Having my departments of

books numbered, I fix the classification by writing the number boldly

with a colored pencil on each pamphlet. The better class, those which

are eventually to receive a good substantial binding, are then dis-

tributed in cases likewise numbered. The contents of these cases are

kept indexed in alphabetical order. The poorer class, which contains

the .urea t majority, are kept with less care in piles according to their

numbers, and without indexing. While they remain unbound it is not

dillicultto find any pamphlet if its subject is known. This is the easii r

since the collection is never allowed to become large. When a ease of

the valuable or a pile of the less valuable ones contains enon-li ot a

suitable size they are bound together. The references in the pamphlet
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index are then transferred to the index of miscellaneous literature. By
the original classification of Ihern all the parts of each belong to the

same department in the library where the book now finds its place.

With very little attention I am able to prevent the accumulation of a

great pile of miscellaneous pamphlets which it is so difficult to manage.
The less valuable volumes can be bound at an expense of thirty or

forty cents each, and when tables of contents are arranged they are

often very] useful. Xearly every department in the library under my,

charge contains sorae'of these, some departments a great many.

CATALOGUING.

It is with cataloguing as with classifying, the objections to any plan
are so numerous and so forcible that nothing but an imperative demand
will induce one to undertake it at all. Some years ago I wrote to Mr-

W. F. Poole, the author of the Index to Periodical Literature, for prac-

tical advice about cataloguing. He encouraged me in his answer by
saying,

" Whatever plan you adopt, you will not go far before being

sorry you did not adopt some other." As it turned out he was not

altogether wrong. As one studies this subject it seems more and more

strange that the making of a catalogue should not have become, after so

many centuries of.the_existence of libraries, like the binding of a book,
an operation perfectly well understood. It has great difficulties, and

there seems to be little progress in the work of removing them. Every
librarian has to^take them up almost anew. It is as if every man should

insist on makiug'his own coat because his back is slightly different from

every other man's.

It is not myjpurpose to discuss the subject of cataloguing at length,

but merely to point] out what seems to be the present tendency, and

make a practical suggestion. In- some of the largest libraries of the

country the card system has been exclusively adopted. Several of them

have no intention of printing any more catalogues in book form. In

others, cards are adopted for current accessions, with the expectation of

printing supplements fromAthena, from time to time. I think the ten-

dency of the smaller libraries is to adopt the former plan, keeping a

manuscript card [catalogue'of.books as they are added, without a thought
of printing. I have had the pleasure of visiting, within the last few

months, four large libraries in New England. All were busy making-

cards; only one expected to print. Turning over their annual reports,

quite a large percentage^of their several working forces was put down
in the cataloguing department. On comparing the cards, they were

found to contain substantially the same thing. Coming home, my own

regular work required the preparation of the same kind of cards. At

the library of the llochester Theological Seminary, a few blocks from me,

they are doing the same thing. Xow, consider the waste of energy

throughout the country if the^card system is to prevail, as seems prob-

able. Every^book'^has its card or cards, and every library that has the
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book wants those cards in substantially the same form. But, instead

of that co operation which would have the cards made by men of expe-
rience at the great libraries, and printed once for all, and sent upon
order throughout the country, the different libraries are paying men,
often inexperienced, to make them in manuscript each for itself. Let

the directors of a libracy of 10,000 volumes determine to-day to make a

card catalogue de novo, ihey can take no advantage whatever of the fact

that nearly every book they have has had its cards made over and over

again at great expense. Aud further, the librarian who has his catalogue

complete to date, can take no advantage, when piles of new books are

received, of the cards which scores of other librarians are making of those

same books. Now, without further words, it would seem that a simple

plan might be devised by which it would be possible for a thousand libra-

ries to order their cards by number, carefully prepared and neatly printed,

whenever required ;
and that too fora very small sum compared with the

expense of making them. This method would be free from many of the

objections which have arisen against the plans for co-operation
1 in cata-

1 The great advantages of co-operation among librarians, in the preparation of a card

catalogue, seem to have become apparent in Europe as well as in this country. Thus
the London Times of March 18, 1876, contains the following :

" A correspondent of the Academy writes : . . .
' When I was librarian myself,

I always wondered at the extraordinary waste of power in cataloguing new books.

While I was writing my slip, according to the rule followed in most English libraries,

1 felt that there were probably a hundred people doing exactly the same work which

I was doing, not only in England, but in every civilized country of the world. Yet,

what would be easier than to have my slip printed, and any number of copies sent

round by book-post to every library in Europe ? With a little arrangement, every

Knglisli book might be catalogued at the British Museum, every French book at the

Bihliotheque Nationale, every German book at the Royal Library at Berlin, every
Russian book at St. Petersburg, etc. At a trifling expense these printed slips might be

.sent to every small or large library, and each of them might have three or four kinds

of catalogues: an alphabetical catalogue of the authors, a chronological catalogue, a

local catalogue, a catalogue classified according to subjects, etc. Even when a library

is too poor to buy a book, the slip might be useful in its catalogue. The saving that

might thus bo effected would be very considerable. The staff of librarians might be

grt'.atly reduced, and the enormous expense now incurred for catalogues, and mostly

imperfect catalogues, would dwindle down to a mere nothing. There are, of course,

other ways in which the same object might be attained, if only,the principal libraries

would agree on a common line.of action. Each author might be requested to write a

proper slip of his own book, and the publisher might forward copies of these slips with

t lie hook itself. All this and much more could be done if a general understanding was

once arrived at among the heads of the principal libraries of Europe. If we look at

the balance-sheets of these libraries, the differences are very great. The expenses aro,

of course, much greater where books are lent out than where they are not. But even

where the expenses are lowest, the chief item of expenditure is always the catalogue.

A few resolutions, carried at an international congress of librarians, might cause a

saving of many thousands of pounds annually, and would certainly give us bett< r

catalogues than we find at present, oven in the best administered libraries.'
"

Mr. Justin Winsor, of the Boston Public Library, several mouths ago suggested,

through the Publishers' Weekly, that publishers might send out with each book u rani .

on which should be printed the title and a bibliographical notice of the book in prop r

33 E
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loguing heretofore proposed. Here is a real work to be done, which the

library economy of our country greatly demands even now
;
the future

demand cannot be estimated. To insure profit to a publisher needs only
the co-operation of a few leading libraries. Is there not some influential

publisher who can organize such a co-operation ? As the practice now is,

I am not sure but it would be better for halt'a dozen colleges to agree upon
the form of a card, and unite their usual cataloguing expenses to secure

a more skilful preparation and a printed card. Whatever local data the

cards would require could easily be added with a pen. But the card

system is comparatively new, and perhaps not yet general enough to

expect from it so great results.

INDEXING.

The extent to which a library should be indexed depends upon the

value which is set upon monographs. Clearly the best ones, whether

found in separate pamphlets, in periodical literature, in miscellaneous

essays, or in reports of learned societies, are of sufficient value to justify

some expense in making them easy of access. An alphabetical index

to this class of writings is especially valuable among students, who, in

the investigation of subjects, wish to supplement their study of elaborate

treatises by the briefly stated views of the essayists. There may be

danger of a tendency to substitute the reading of essays and reviews for

careful and consecutive courses of reading. But it is not an intelligent

mode of checking this tendency to set an obstacle in the way of the

reader's choice. Better make the whole library accessible, and then

take a little pains to teach the relative places of its several parts in the

estimation of true scholars. A well written essay is often all one can

find it practicable to read on a subject. Three or four hours of such

reading will often give him what, without the essay, he would never

get at all. And further, as a preparation for, and a supplement to, a
>

'

form, to be inserted in the catalogue of a library. The following from the same journal
of May 20, 1876, shows that the plan meets with favor

; and, doubtless, if once adopted

by a few of the leading publishers it would soon become the general usage :

"The plan has already received some indorsement from the trade, but we are pre-

senting it now chiefly in its relation to the libraries.

"If such a slip were printed, the libraries could get as many copies as they desired

without difficulty from their local bookseller or from the publisher ;
and it is even sug-

gested that such a slip can take the place in small libraries of the book, until the

library itself be in a condition to purchase it directly. It would also be very useful to

the library and to the publisher alike by encouraging members of circulating libraries

to order books. In fact, as we have before said, it seems to us it would be both profit-

able to the publisher and useful to the libraries, and we should be glad if the sugges-

tion should call forth the opinions of practiced librarians."

In justice to Professor Robinson it should be said that whatever merit attaches to

priority of conception in this plan seems to belong to him, inasmuch as his views were

matured and presented to many leading librarians of the country, as well as prepared
for publication, more than two years before the writer in the Academy made his plan

public. EDITORS.
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course of reading of the great standard works on any subject, mono-

graphs have a very important place. They are often written by the

ablest specialists of the age, and generally published where they have
the indorsement of scholarly editors. Whether the rapid increase of

writings of this class is evidence of intellectual growth or decay, a col-

lege library at the present day must possess the best of them at least;
arid a librarian ought not to let their use be governed by chance. They
can be made eminently useful. It is best, then, to index all that bave
the appearance of being permanently valuable. Having undertaken

this work somewhat vigorously years ago in the library under my charge,
and seen how useful a large part of the collection which had previously
been almost useless at once became, I have thought it better of late to

err on the side of indexing too much rather than too little. I may dis-

miss this subject now by reference to the full description of my method,
contained elsewhere in this report,

1

only adding a hope that the time may
soon come when by the co-operation of libraries the fruits of this work,
as well as of cataloguing, may be more widely enjoyed and the expense

greatly reduced.

LIBRARY PRIVILEGES.

Having prepared the library for use, it is proper to consider next the

privileges to be granted to its readers. For the officers of instruction I

have treated the library as an apparatus. It is theirs to use, both to in-

crease their own personal efficiency and supplement and illustrate their

teaching. The only special privilege accorded to them which should be

mentioned here is the purchase of books for their special use which do

not bear directly on their daily work in the lecture room. No one will

doubt the propriety of furnishing teachers with the means of keeping in

the front rank of their profession. The cause of education is best served

thereby, though it require the purchase of books which no student is

likely to touch. How far a college should promote science by equipping
its professors for original investigations outside of their official duties,

must depend upon its general purposes and the extent of its means.

Certainly no one can rightfully claim this for one department till the

others are reasonably provided for. The duty of a teacher to watch over

his part of the library requires him to do it, not for his own purposes,

but for those of general education, directly or indirectly.

SHALL STUDENTS TAKE BOOKS OUT ?

Among the first of the privileges to be granted to students is that of

carrying books to their rooms, to be used there. To this there are rnauy

and serious objections which, I learn, are allowed to prevail at several

colleges of good standing, viz, the books are worn out
;
some are never

returned
; they are not in the library when wanted for consultation.

These and other similar objections might have been forcible when books

were rare enough to be a luxury. It was doubtless \\ is.-, t lun. to

'See Chapter XX IX, Indexing Periodical Lit.-ratun-. Km IORS.
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the preservation of a library as the chief end of its administration. But
now the chief end is its use. If properly used, the wearing out of the

good books is the best possible indication. As to the loss by failure to

return, I quote from the last annual report of the Boston Public Library :

The whole number of persons who Lave made application to use the library since

lSi7 now amounts to 90,782, of whom 14,599 were entered during the last year. . . .

The number of books lost daring the year was %, or about 1 to every 9,000 of circula-

tion.

After such a report it is clear that if books are lost among a few hun-

dred students, who are nearly every day together, it must be due to ill

management. The objection that books are not in the library when
wanted for reference can apply with force only to a very limited num-

ber, which it is customary to reserve from the circulation. What is

wanted is the greatest possible benefit from a library, but a large per-

centage of its most useful books will be of very little account to young
men if their use is to be confined to a public reading room.

ACCESS TO THE SHELVES.

In seeking for the highest working power of a library, our questions

come up in this order : First, what use will increase its power .' Then,
what restrictions must be placed upon that use for the sake of preser-

vation ? Whatever privileges were granted or denied when books were

scarce and newspapers and magazines few, the time has come to pre-

pare students for the intelligent use of many books and the society of

many readers. With that end in view, for many reasons the bars should

be taken down under proper regulations.

First of all, because the study of the library, as such, is a very import-
ant part of a student's education. The complaint is made, and it is

doubtless well founded, that the present tendency is to drift away from

the solid reading which made the scholars of past generations, and be

contented with the easy reproductions of thought in the newspapers
and magazines. How many men are satisfied with one or two reviews

of a book, when the book itself is within their reach and might far better

speak for itself ! In the multiplicity of subjects to be studied and things
to be learned, we grow impatient. Turning over books leisurely and

brooding over subjects till one grows familiar with the great authors of

the past, and learns to love them, is seldom indulged in. The daily or

weekly newspaper is ever before us. If this and succeeding generations
fail to produce scholarship commensurate with their advantages, will it

not be largely due to the frittering away of time which might be spent
on good authors over short and carelessly written paragraphs on insig-

nificant current events ? A young man who is ashamed to be igno-

rant of the common newspaper gossip, who is ever placing the trifles of

the present before the great events of the past, is never found hunger-

ing and thirsting for scholarship. He has little time and less disposi-

tion for thoughtful and protracted study of the masters in science and
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literature. Now, by all means, let this tendency be counteracted by an

introduction to the library. Remove the barriers and make familiarity

with well chosen authors as easy as practicable. No habit is more
uncertain or more capricious than that of a student in a library. He
wants to thumb the books which he cannot call for by name. It is not an

idle curiosity. He wants to know, and has a right to know, a good deal

more about them than can be learned from teachers and catalogues.

Deny him this, and he turns away disappointed and discouraged ; grant
him this, and his interest is awakened, his love for books increased, and
the habit of reading will most likely be formed.

Another reason for opening the doors and encouraging familiarity

with the library is suggested by the question so often put by young
graduates, especially young clergymen, What books shall I buy f In the

ordinary use of a library where books are referred to by teachers, or

selected from a catalogue, a student will rarely handle more than four

or five hundred volumes in a course of four years. He will learn some-

thing, but very little, of a few more which he does not handle. During
his professional study he may become acquainted with as many more.

Of all these he will care to possess but a very small percentage. How,

then, supposing him to have acquired in any way a taste for books, is

he to learn what to buy f He can generally spare but little from each

year's income for his library. It is said that the next thing to possessing

knowledge is to know where to look for it
;

it is also true that the next

thing to owning books is to know what books to buy. Besides the pur-

chase of his own library, many a young bachelor of arts or science finds

himself, soon after graduating, in a town where a new public library is

to be founded or an old one enlarged. He is supposed to have had

advantages which the general public have not had. They are glad to

avail themselves of what he knows. He ought to be able to lead them

intelligently and keep the best books before Che purchasing committees.

To my mind, at least, questions like these, of constantly increasing

importance as they are, are worthy of the careful study of librarians

and library committees. A young man who spends four or seven years
of student life where he can see a library, but cannot reach it, generally

just fails of the only opportunity which is ever possible both to acquire

the tastes and habits of a reader himself, and to prepare himself to mold

the tastes and habits of others.

Again, in college life every young man has constantly before him two

or three, perhaps four or five, subjects of study. Generally text books

are prescribed, which with the lectures make up the required work.

Now there is a school-boy way of going through sucbNi course of study

In mi term to term, learning precisely what is assigned, and never look-

ing to the right hand nor to the left for collateral virus of different

writers. Servility and narrowness are the result, There is also a manly
and scholarly method of making the required study only the nucleus

about which are to be gathered the results of much interest in- and prof-
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itable investigation the pathway of thought through a very wide field

of inquiry. This is the true method of a higher education. Take as-

tronomy for an illustration. From twelve to twenty weeks are devoted

to the usual course of lecture, recitation, and examination just enough
to teach the leading facts and principles of the science, solve a few illus-

trative problems, point out the intellectual value of its processes, its

historical development, and practical bearings. The teacher who at-

tempts even these finds himself limited at many points to mere sugges-
tion. The reading student usually acquires the facts and solves the

problems of the lecture room very readily. He comes then to the sugges-
tions. He soon makes this collateral work his own field. He feels a

manly self-dependence as he turns over for himself the authors whose

opinions have been accepted or rejected by his teacher. He raises per-

tinent and exhaustive questions. He learns the names and something
of the lives and scientific places of the men who have made the science

what it is. He makes memoranda of works valuable for their breadth

and accuracy of scientific statement, or for the clearness of their pop-
ular method, or their historical places in the growth of astronomical

ideas. When the term of study is ended he is fitted by his knowledge,
and much more by his method, to serve the public wherever his lot is

cast on all general questions involving the study of astronomy. What
I have said of astronomy may be said of every other department of col-

lege study, and of some of them with much greater force. But the con-

dition of all this work is a proper relation to the library. No student

can do this work well, and few will undertake it at all, by calling for

books from a catalogue. A reference is to be made, a date to be fixed,

a question of authority to be settled, the scientific relation of two men
to be ascertained, a formula to be copied, and a thousand other almost

indefinable little things to be done, the~doing of which rapidly and in-

dependently and with a purpose is the very exercise which will go far to

make the man a broad and self-reliant scholar. To do them, however,
a man must stand face to face with the books required. Then there are

books to be selected for more extended reading, apart from the alcoves.

One can be read carefully out of half a dozen of nearly equal value. An
hour spent in turning over the books and making the choice is, perhaps,
better than any two hours spent in the reading. Something is learned

of the five which cannot be read, but which may be of great service for

future reference; and, besides, the very act of making the choice where
assistance can be had in case of special difficulty is a valuable educa-

tional exercise.

Notwithstanding the great advantages of the use of a library in the

manner pointed out, if I mistake not, it is not usually contemplated by
college library regulations. How to use books is not so much studied

as how to get and preserve them. It is seldom or never made itself

an end to be attained by study. I have seen a college library of

23,090 volumes or more, all in most beautiful order," everything looking
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as perfect as ifjust fitted up for a critical examination, where the read-

ing room was entirely apart, and the books could be seen by students

only through an opening like that of a ticket office at a railroad station .

The reading room contained dictionaries, cyclopaedias, newspapers, and

magazines, and, it was said, a well kept manuscript catalogue of the

library. The result ona can easily conjecture; the students read the

newspapers, and tbe librarian preserved the books. At another college,

which has good claims to rank among the first in the country, a friend

residing as a student, after complaining of the great difficulty of using
a library by means of a catalogue and with no access to the shelves,

writes that he knows it contains plenty of good books, for he got in

through a window one Sunday and spent the whole day there. It is

pertinent to inquire whether the interests of education would not have
been promoted by allowing such a young man to ascertain that fact on
a week day. In short, it is the usual regulation conspicuously posted,
" Students are not allowed to take books from the shelves." This is

reasonable, perhaps necessary, as a general rule; but when one inquires,

as I have in several of the most prominent college libraries of the coun-

try, what provision is made for the student to look through the cases,

and study the library as a whole, the answer is either that there is no

such provision, or that the privilege is sometimes granted as a special

favor to very worthy young men.

Now the preservation of the books is a very important consideration,

and the general regulation guarding the shelves a most healthful one;
but the proper use of books, collectively as well as individually, is

quite as important, and hence the propriety of some special provision

to that end. Granted that in order to have books in condition to be

most useful, as well as to preserve them, they must be protected from

too promiscuous handling by inexperienced or merely curious persons.

Whatever order or arrangement is adopted, it is of the highest impor-
tance that it be rigidly observed. Still I cannot believe that regula-

tions the most adequate for protection are at all incompatible with

suitable provisions for use. The extent and kind of such provision

practicable, or even desirable, would differ widely in different places.

In small colleges two or three hours set apart one day in each week,
with the privilege extended to all the classes, might be practicable and

MI indent; in larger colleges it might be better to have hours set apart
for particular classes, that the number might not be too large at once.

Or it might be still better to provide for such work at certain hours

regularly each week, and let the admission be regulated by previous

arrangement with the librarian or other officer. The number to be pro-

vided for at once could thus be adjusted to the convenience of the rooms

and the working force of the library, and what is quite as essential, tin-

students admitted could be definitely put upon their honor in the enjoy-

ment of such a privilege, and excluded if found untrustworthy.

I have tried to be very explicit on this point, because I am satisfied
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that this privilege, when it is extended without proper restrictions,

operates to the great injury of a library, especially as to good order;

and secondly, because I believe that the supposition that such injury is

unavoidable, is far too often allowed to stand iu the way of the privi-

lege altogether. I have written earnestly, almost iu the style of an

advocate, because in ten years' experience I have seen the best results

from such a use of books as I have described. The two hours' work done

regularly every Saturday in this library by an average of forty or fifty stu-

dents, does them more good than any two hours' instruction they re-

ceive through the week. It is work which develops their powers, and

begets the habit of independent research and the love of books. The

questions which have been suggested by the lectures of the week are

then chased down
;
books are selected to be consulted at the library,

or drawn for reading at home during the coming week. All the advan-

tages I have spoken of above, and many more, I have seen growing out

of this privilege in the library over and over again. And further, it is

a noteworthy fact that this privilege is sought and this work done by
the best students. It is a proper supplement to the prescribed curricu-

lum of studies, for men who are capable of extra work. In no case lias

it been suspected of dissipating the energies and causing a neglect of

other regular duties. The injury to books is mainly that of misplace-

ment, which with suitable instruction and safeguards, can be reduced

almost to zero. The temptation to carry away books without permis-

sion is probably diminished rather than increased, as the privilege of

using them is extended.

INSTRUCTION BY LIBRARIANS.

Having prepared the library for" use and considered the privileges to

be granted, we come now to the assistance needed. Is it practicable, or

even possible, to give such a systematic course of instruction as to make
a considerable number of every college class bookish men. Everybody
knows that some men have a certain facility with books which others

fail, even with their best efforts, to acquire. I do not refer to book-

worms, those men to whom reading is an end in itself, whose minds are

mere channels for a stream of other men's thoughts. I mean the men
whom reading makes full, to use the thought of Bacon; men who have

a kind of intuition of what to read and how to read it. Clearly, what-

ever can be done in this direction can be done best in connection with

the library; and it is not certain but it can be done most successfully

by the librarian. I am aware that a librarian is not always ranked

among the principal educators of a college or university. In the large

institutions, his business qualifications are what chiefly recommend him;
in the smaller ones he is often a regular professor, having charge of a

department of instruction, and is expected, as librarian, only to look

after and direct the work which is done by assistants. In either case,

his character as librarian requires' of him no instruction. He is a
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curator of the library, rather than what Emerson says is much wanted

a "professor of books." But let us look at some of the things which

might be doue, which doubtless are done, in a loose and irregular way,
and consider whether there is not a demand for regular and systematic
instruction in the use of the library.

First. A brief cours*of lectures on books; how to get them, how to

keep them, and how to use them, would come from a scholarly librarian

in a systematic way with much better effect than in desultory talks from

the heads of different departments. It is in his power to know the

reading habits of students much better than any one else. ''Are you
not reading too rapidly to remember what is in these books?" said I

to a student once, who was taking and returning heavy volumes of his-

tory in rapid succession. "You may examine me upon them, if you
please," was the somewhat curt but satisfactory reply. Now, why not let

the librarian follow up his systematic instruction by constant personal

examination, which is the most successful of all teaching? Let this be

understood, by officers and students alike, as part of his regular duties.

Let students feel individually under his direction and influence in their

reading and investigation, and let him also be held in sora.3 degree

responsible for their success in this work. If inexperienced young men

are, as a rule, most likely to fall into errors and make blunders in their

use of a library, and thereby lose much time, or become discouraged

altogether and it cannot be denied that they are then there is great

need of the work I have tried to "describe. And further, the need

appears much greater when we count up the number of students whose

only blunder in relation to the library is that they pass and repass it

for four or more years without ever making one serious effort to make
it serviceable to themselves.

Hitherto I have spoken only in general terms of the importance of

doing something to encourage reading, correct mistakes, and so make a

library attractive and useful to students from the beginning of their

course. I cannot leave this part of the subject without giving two or

three examples of what has constantly to be doue in addition to public

lectures in carrying out this plan, and what, moreover, can be done well

only by a man who is on the spot when the books are consulted or se-

lected for reading, let him be librarian or professor. It is assumed all

the while that the assistance is to be given, as is always the case among
students, to young men of little experience with books. First of all, one

has to explain the importance and the mode of learning something of a

b;>ok before reading it. Before spending many hours over a book, an in-

telligent reader should know either its reputation and its place among
books in its department; or, if anew book, something of its author; or,

it new, and the author unknown or undistinguished, he should be ac-

quainted with these facts as well, and then read it in some degree a a

critic. By learning these things first, he knows whether the book is to

be received entire as a possession to him for all time, or to be subjn
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to eliminations and restrictions. HDW many young students of law

sit down to Blackstone with the best intentions, delighted with the

first few lectures, which present general principles, and then wade on

day after day through all the technicalities and intricacies of English
common law, and awaken to the fact, when it is all over, that what

they have been reading is to them, and to the writers of to-day, his-

tory. So it is generally, in history, science, art, or literature, one must

have his eyes open to a book before he reads it. This is not impractica-

ble; such questions as who the author was, what were his qualifica-

tions for writing, his purpose in writing this particular book, the side of

the questions involved towards which his religion, or his politics, or his

philosophy would incline him, can nearly always be got up by ref-

erence to a few cyclopedias and dictionaries. The further questions

regarding the judgment which the reading world has passed upon a

book, and the general effect it has produced in its department of

thought, questions which the most careful reading could never answer,
are of sufficient importance to the scholarly reader to justify a more

difficult research. I will not pursue this subject further here, as I have

treated it more fully in another place,
1 and pointed out the demand for

a library manual which should contain these facts about books in the

form of a cyclopaedia. In the absence of any such manual, however, the

librarian must point out, by general instruction and by private assistance,

how they are to be found, both from sources outside of the books and

by the earmarks of the books themselves.

Another example of what a college librarian has always before him

to do, and in which his service may be of very great value, is found in

the investigation of subjects. A theme is chosen or assigned for an

essay, which to the student becomes as real a subject for careful investi-

gation as if on his discussion of it depended the faith of a church or the

fate of an empire. Should he consult an officer of instruction, he would

very likely get a good list of works to be read through or consulted upon

it, with perhaps some opinion as to their respective merits
;
and this

would generally be all. He would get no idea of order in his reading,

nor learn how to hunt up material under enigmatical titles, nor how to

exhaust his resources on any point whatever. What he wants, to en-

courage him in doing such work well, is to be shown how to take hold of it

in the right way and do it easily. He wants not results but a method. Let

the librarian take up his subject in one or two cases, and show him how
to put questions to a library. Take a subject, for example, say coinage.

Let the librarian turn it over as if it were new to him. It is historical,

we must look over the books on general history ;
it is an art, the cases

on the useful arts
;

it is very ancient, the cases on antiquities ;
it fur-

nishes a circulating medium, the cases on political economy and finance;

these books have been reviewed, the index to periodical literature
;

it

has been the subject of essays, the index to pamphlets and miscellaneous

1 See Chapter XXXIV, Titles of Books. Eorrous.
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literature. Get this analysis out of tbe student if possible, and then

show him ho\v many different parts of the library must be laid under

contribution for the exhaustive study of one subject. Accept or reject

or hold subject to criticism as you go the books which bear upon it, ac-

cording as they appear to be good, bad, or doubtful. Such a method

cannot be taught by rules
;
it must be seen a few times to make it easy.

I remember reading a passage some years ago in Littell's Living Age
which illustrates this subject admirably. It is worth while to turn to it.

The subject is University Education in Germany.

It is nothing uncommon for the lectures, even public lectures, to be given at the pro-
fessor's house. Five or sis of us attended Ebrenberg's lectures. He received us in his

study, in the midst of his microscopes, his books, and his menagerie of infusoria bottled

in tubes. We would talk about the last meeting, ask the explanation of some matter

which would cause a long digression ;
in looking for one creature in the tubes, we

would come upon another, and the lecture had to be begun anew
;
or else it was some

obscure reference that had to be explained, and we rummaged through the library, and

the result was that, with all their interruptions and irregularities, these lectures were

most excellent and profitable. . . . The professor teaches as he works; his

courses are only an exposition of his method. He explores and shows how a subject

is to be explored. It has been said that a German professor "works aloud" before bis

pupils ; the phrase is very accurate.

Students need the continual oversight of the librarian also iu apply-

ing the common rule of Bacon, that " some books are to be tasted,

others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested." The
rule sounds well. A young man gets it and thinks he has a key to the

use of a library. The better class soon learn that it is like reading a

general rule to an apprentice about the relative use of the different tools

in his chest. The question is who, and what, and when? What is to

be tasted by one is to be chewed and digested by another; and the

same person must taste a given book at one time and chew and digest

it at another. Mistakes here are most likely to beget loose and careless

habits of reading, which in the end destroy a taste for it altogether.

Large plans are likely to be laid out which can never be followed
; great

expectations to be formed which cannot be realized. Some professor,

who has devoted his life to a subject, gives a lecture full of enthusiasm,

sets forth men and events and principles like a panoramic view
; goes

over authors and books with his praise or censure, and sends a score of

young men to the library fully determined to read all they can get on

that subject. The professor even thinks his eloquence is doing much

for the reading habits of his class. Next week another professor im>\ M
tin- class in a similar manner on another subject, and another class of

books is demanded. Many drift thus from book to book, leaving all

unlinished. Others resolve to follow the rule sometimes given to stu-

dents: "Finish every book which you begin either as a penal t\ tot

rashly beginning it, or because you ought to be, and may become, inter-

ested in it." After laying aside in this way a few unfinished \\orks, or

paying the penalty of beginning them, a large percentage, even of th<>-<-
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who are disposed to read, drop off from the library, simply because they
have not counted the time required to chew and digest a book. They
have no plan. One or two volumes properly selected and thoroughly

read, and a score of others properly tasted of, would perhaps have been

practicable in each case
;
and this process repeated, as occasion should

require, throughout the course of study, would accomplish very much.

How many of the elaborate histories, such as Grote's Greece, Gibbon's

Rome, and the Pictorial England, have had their first volumes at the

binder's over and over again, just because students, guided by the

unqualified references of the professors, have resolved upon reading
these great works through by course. Had they sat down beforehand

and counted the cost, they would either have taken some other advice,

or provided time to get beyond the first volume.

Now, it may be said that all this work belongs to the several depart-

ments of instruction, and that each officer must see that the students

read around his own lectures. The answer is, very well, if they will

only do it regularly and systematically and give all the assistance

required, following the student till he has the right books, and has

opened them at the right places; and if they will make a business of

directing every one who needs it, whether he requests it or not, and of

inspiring him with a love for a library, not in one department only, but

as a whole
;
and if they will work upon a plan, so as not to cross each

other's track, one advising to read Grote and another to finish it as a

penalty 5
in short, if a dozen men or more will do what requires the care

and thought and personal attention of a single man. But everybody
knows how that work is done which it is the duty of many to do, but

for which no one is made responsible.

It may be further objected that, in so many and so diverse depart-

ments of learning, no one man is capable of giving advice as to what

and how to read. The objection, as soon as started, shows the impor-
tance of its being done somehow, for all the better class of students are

expected to choose and to read something in all these departments.

Now, no man is able in his intercourse as a teacher with several hun-

dred students to reach his ideal of usefulness in any sphere. The
instruction of the most scholarly librarian will not be perfect, but it

will be much better than no regular instruction at all. Let him be

chosen as an educator
;
let it be his recognized duty to do this work

for students as well as he can, to make a study of it for life, as a pro-

fessor of Greek studies language; let him make reputation for himself

and for his college by it; give him credit when he is able to make use-

ful reading attractive to young men, to win them over, from the habit

of gazing listlessly at the backs of books, to an intelligent and pas-

sionate longing to learn all that it is possible for them to know of and

about them
; give him such duties and such rewards, and though some

mistakes will be made, very much good will be accomplished.
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INSTRUCTION BY TEACHERS.

When tbe librarian has done all he can, there will rein lin much instruc-

tion to be given by the teachers. I have assumed that the professor should

know something of all the books which touch his course of instruction,

and that it is his businesato use them, not as the librarian does, to teach

what a library is and how to use it, but as a part of the apparatus of

his department. His object is science, or language, or some other part
of the general course of study. The books are his tools

;
students are

using them as well as he. In their hours of free access to the shelves

scores of questions will arise about books and their contents which will

crop out in his lecture room. He must pass judgment upon them cor-

rectly, answering questions relative to authorship, contents, style, lit-

erary or scientific value, when perhaps he least expects them to come

up. Besides, he will be expected to direct the reading on all the more

technical and difficult points connected with his instruction, where the

librarian, from the general nature of his work,"or his lack of minute

reading, must necessarily fail. In doing this it is best, so far as pos-

sible, to refer to the library. It is not enough to mention works which

he happens to possess himself, but which the student is ill able to buy.

Xor is it sufficient to refer to any books in the library that contain the

subjects under investigation. He should be able to lay his hand at once

upon the very best material that can be had for the purpose of the stu-

dent, and to state why it is the best. Otherwise he does injustice to

the man who is to spend his time in the reading. Let any professor

who would encourage reading, and make the library supplement his

instruction with the best effect, undertake to do it, not by public lec-

tures, however eloquent, but by making the best references in the proper

\\ay, in the first place ;
and also by meeting his students singly or in

small classes in the alcoves, and guiding them patiently through all

their most difficult investigations.
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I. WHAT KIND OF CATALOGUE.

It is fortunate for those who have the use of a library if their number
is so small and their character so high that they can be admitted to the

shelves and select their books on actual examination. As that is often

not the case, a catalogue becomes necessary, and, even when it is the

case, if the books are numerous there must be some sort of guide to

insure the quick finding of any particular book. The librarian can

furnish some assistance, but his memory, upon which he can rely for

books in general use, is of ho avail for those which are sometimes wanted

very much, although not wanted often. And a librarian without a cata-

logue would be utterly overpowered by the demands arising with a large
circulation. In a library used entirely for desultory reading, like most

private circulating libraries, and many town libraries, the catalogue may
be very simple; as soon as the books begin to be used for study it must

become more elaborate. The latter is alone worth considering, for of

the few difficulties of the simpler plan the greater part will be found in

the more complex.
1

A catalogue is designed to answer certain questions about a library,

and that is the best which answers the most questions with the least

trouble to the asker. It may, however, for reasons of economy, decline

to answer certain classes of inquiries with very little practical loss of

utility, and different libraries may properly make different selections

1 It may be as well to say now that in the following pages reference is had chiefly to

onr larger town and city, and to our college libraries. Many statements would be

totally inapplicable to the great European libraries, which count their funds by ten

thousands and their volumes by hundred thousands, and many things need modification

with reference to very small town libraries
;
but it is impossible to hedge round every

sentence with the necessary limitations, and the reader is requested to bear this note

in mind.

526
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of questions to be answered. There are two sets of probable inquiries,
the first asking what books the library contains; the second relating to

the character of the books. Of the first set the most common and the

most important those which a catalogue must answer or be an im-

perfect guide are
tbesj

:

1st. Has the library such a book by a certain author ?

Have you Bell on the Brain ?

Have you John Brent, by Theodore Winthrop ?

2d. What books by a certain author has it f
l

What other books by Winthrop have you ?

3d. Has it a book with a given title ?

Have you John Brent ?

4th. Has it a certain book on a given subject ?2

Have you a pamphlet on the bull-frog, by Professor I've forgotten his name?

oth. What books has it on a given subject?

Have you anything on glaciers ? What have you on philosophy ? I wish to see

all the books.

<>th. What books has it in a certain class of literature t

What plays have you T What poems ?

7th. What books have you in certain languages?
3

What French books have yon ? How well provided are you with German liter-

ature ?

8th, &c. Similar questions may be asked with reference to certain

other classes, as is shown in Part II, p. 10-12, in a note on classification,

but they are of less importance, and may be passed by now.

The enumeration of the systems that have been devised to answer
these questions would be as long as Polonius's list of plays. We may have
a catalogue of authors or of subjects, or both, or of authors with a sub-

ject-index, or of subjects with an author-index, and each of these may
be divided into two varieties by the presence or absence of title-entries,

and lists of kinds of literature introduce another source of variation.4

'The answer to the first question would of course be included iu the answer to tin-

second ;
the question itself, however, is made with a different purpose. In the first

case, the inquirer wants a definite book, and uses the author's name as a clue to find it

by; in the second, he^is interested in a particular author, and wishes to select one of

his works.
2 It will be seen that the word subject is used, as it commonly is in this connection,

to indicate on the side of the book the theme, whether special or general, on which the

author wishes to give information, and on the part of the inquirer the matter on which

he is seeking information. It does not seem to me desirable to extend its use so an to

include classes of literature, and confound the fourth, fifth, and sixth questions, still

less to make it synonymous with title, as some cataloguers appear to do.

3 The seventh question is not really distinct, but is included iu previous ones, accord-

ing to the purpose with which it is asked. A man may want a book with a certain

flavor the French flavor, the German flavor. With this meaning the question might

be included in the sixth. Or he may want to study the language; in that case the

language is his subject; and books in a language being practically on it for Ins pur-

pose, the question is included iu the fifth.

1

1. Author-catalogue. One in which the entries are arranged alphabetically according to-
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Now, as it is evident that a subject-catalogue by itself can answer the

first and third questions (have you a book by a certain author or witli a

certain title) only when the book has an unmistakable subject by which it

can readily be found, and even then answers in a roundabout way, and

as it cannot answer the second (what books have you by a certain author)
at all unless one knows the subjects of air that writer's books, this kind of

catalogue may be at once rejected. And as an author-catalogue by itself

cannot answer the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth questions, (for how many
persons will look through a list of 20,000 or even of 1,000 titles to see if

there is among them a book with a given title or on a given subject !) this

kind of catalogue is equally unsatisfactory. An author-and-title cata-

logue with a subject-index, or an author-catalogue with a title- and sub-

ject-index, or a subject-catalogue with an author-and-title index, answers

the first four questions; and if it contains lists of classes of literature,

(as fiction, poetry, German literature,) it answers all seven. The chief

difference between them is this : in the first a book is entered in full once

under the author and once briefly under the title
;
and then appears

briefly in the index under as many subjects as the book may treat of. In

the third the book is entered in full under as many subjects as it treats

of, and appears only twice briefly in the index, once under the author's

name and once under the title.

There is yet another the author-, subject-, title-, and form catalogue
which answers all the seven questions. In this the full entries are

made both under author and subject and form, and perhaps under title.

They will differ a little, it may be, because under author should be

given all the bibliographical description of the book, and special pains
taken to identify the author, whereas under the subject these details

can be omitted or abridged, and their place taken by greater fullness

of title, or notes designed to show how the book handles its topic. And
the author-entry would give in full the contents of collections of essays,

whereas in the subject-entry only those parts of the contents would be

mentioned which concern that particular subject. The entry under the

the names of the authors, (a dictionary of authors.) 2. Title-catalogue. One in which the

entries are arranged alphabetically according to some word of the title, especially the

first, (a dictionary of titles.) 3. Subject-catalogue. One in which the entries are arranged

according to the subjects of the books, either alphabetically by the words selected to

denote those subjects (dictionary arrangement) or philosophically according to the

scientific relations of the subjects, (logical, classed, or classified arrangement, the sub-

jects being formed into classes.) 4. Form-catalogue. One in which the entries are

arranged according to the forms of literature and the languages in which the books

are written, whether alphabetically or according to the relations of the forms to one

another. 5. (?) catalogue. One in which the entries are made according to the

kind of people for whom the books are designed. To this belong the classes " Juve-

nile literature" and "
Sunday-school books," which include works on various subjects

and in various forms, and often have a subclassification by subjects. Either of the

first two, or of the second two when not classed, or a combination of two or more of

them, is a dictionary catalogue. The third, or the last three together, when logically

arranged, forma a classified catalogue. The fourth is often published in a single or with

two or three classes, or in combination with the fifth, (the unnamed catalogue,) as a

class-list of "
Novels," or of " Drama and Poetry," or of " Fiction and Juveniles."
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title would be very brief, and might for economy of room be reduced to

a mere reference. But setting these minor variations aside, the dis-

tinguishing characteristic of this catalogue, which makes it superior
to the others, is that the inquirer finds under subject as well as under
author a sufficiently full iitle, and the details which show him whether
the book is old or new, rn what language it is printed, and where and

when, whether it is compendious or voluminous, portable or not. 1 For
these facts, often of great importance to him in choosing his book, he
does not have to turn to another part of the catalogue. Now, such turn-

ing, although it is a slight matter for a single book, becomes intolerably
wearisome after a few repetitions, and most people would rather go
away without the information which they want than take the trouble

to search it out at such an expense of time and perseverance. Indeed,
it is impossible to compare titles so widely separated. While one is

looking for and at a tenth he forgets the first five or six. And the loss

of time, which can be borne when one is using a single printed volume,
would be utterly unendurable with the complete catalogue of a large

library, especially if in manuscript.
The method upon which the author and title parts of the catalogue

shall be made is tolerably well settled except in regard to some details.

But in regard to the subject part there is no such agreement. Two great

principles of arrangement dispute precedence, the logical and the alpha-

betical, and the adherents of the latter are divided as they prefer class

or specific entry.

Among the logically arranged (classed or classified) catalogues there

is a difference, according as they are more or less minutely subdivided.

Tlielarger the collection of titles the greater need of division. For it is

plain that if a hundred thousand titles are divided into only sixty or

seventy classes, some of the larger divisions will contain several thou-

sand, all of which the impatient reader must look through to find what

lie wants. Generally an attempt is made to bring all books under a

strictly philosophical system of classes, with divisions and subdivisions-

arranged according to their scientific relations. It is a very attractive

plan. The maker enjoys forming his system, and the student fancies lie

shall learn the philosophy of the universe while engaged in the simple

occupation of hunting for. a book. And there are more real advant

One who is pursuing any general course of study Minis brought together

in one part of the catalogue most of the books that he needs. lie

not merely books on the particular topic in which he is interested, but

in immediate neighborhood works on related topics, suggesting to him

courses of investigation which he might otherwise overlook, lie finds

'These things of course are of no importance in a title-entry, tin- ol.jeet <>t whieh i*

Imply to enable a man to find a book which in- already knows of. nut to s.-irct m

among many. Imprints nmlrr tli<- author an- indispensable in the interior working of

a library, to avoid duplicates, identify copies, etc. Hut if I were obliged to choose

solely for the public between giving imprints with authors only and with MI

only, I should choose the latter.

34 E
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it an assistance to have all these works spread out before him, so that

he can take a general survey of the ground before he chooses his route
;

and as he comes back day after day to his particular part of the cata-

logue he becomes familiar with it, turns to it at once, and uses it with

ease. The same is true of the numerous class who are not making any

investigation or pursuing any definite course of study, but are merely

desultory readers. Their choice of books is usually made from cer-

tain kinds of literature or classes of subjects. Some like poetry or

essays or plays ;
others like religious works or philosophical works

or scientific works, not caring about the particular subject of the

book so much as whether it be well written and interesting. To
these persons it is a convenience that their favorite kind of reading
should all be contained in one- or two parts of the catalogue, and

freed from the confusing admixture of titles of a different sort. An
alphabetical list of specific subjects is to them little more suggestive
than an alphabetical list of authors. It is true that by following up all

the references of a dictionary catalogue under Theology, for example,
a man may construct for himself a list of the theological literature in the

library ;
but to do this requires time and a mental effort, and it is the

characteristic of the desultory reader that he is'averse to mental effort.

What is wanted by him and by the busy man when now and then he

has the same object, is to find the titles from which he would select

brought together within the compass of a few pages ; few, that is, in

comparison with the whole catalogue. It may be 500 pages, but 500

pages are better than lOjOOO.
1 The classed catalogue is better suited

also than any other to exhibit the richness of the library in particular

departments.
It is true that no system of classification can bring together all related

works. The arrangement that suits one man's investigations is a hin-

derauce to another's; and in the act of bringing into juxtaposition sub-

jects that have many points of resemblance, the classifier separates them

from those with which they have fewer characteristics in common. But
this very statement shows that the majority of general inquirers will be

assisted by good classification, and only a minority disappointed. For

the more points of likeness any two subjects have, the more chance is

there that many men will be interested in both at once; and the more

they differ, the greater is the improbability that any one will wish to

study them together.
2

On the other hand, there are some disadvantages. A large part of

1 The probable extent of the catalogues of the next generation. When the specia

catalogues become so large, the actual advantage for the purpose we have been consid

ering is lessened. The very size becomes as bewildering as the confusion of an alpha
betic catalogue, and the lists of the latter under specific headings, being very full, wil

answer somewhat the same purpose.
'-For example, all classifiers would pnt the history of Painting not under Historj

but under Art
; yet most would put the history of culture, which includes the histor\

of painting and the other fine arts, under History, and not under Art.
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the public are not pursuing general investigations. They want to find

a particular book or a particular subject quickly ;
and the necessity of

mastering a complex system before using the catalogue is an unwelcome

delay or an absolute bar to its use. Its advocates think that this diffi-

culty may be in great Measure removed by prefixing to the catalogue
a full and clearly printed scheme of classification. "Any one at all

familiar with systems," they say, "can, in nine cases out of ten, see at

a glance where his subject occurs in the scheme. An ignorant man will

be puzzled by any arrangement. His untrained eye cannot find words

in a dictionary or names in a directory, so that this plan is no worse for

him than another." But experience shows that even to the scholar this

difficulty, which comes at the very outset of each man's search in the

catalogue, and recurs every time he consults it until he becomes familiar

with its plan, this necessity of generally looking twice to find one thing,

and often not finding it readily, is undeniably irksome, and produces a

feeling of distaste out of all proportion to the real trouble occasioned.

And it unfortunately happens that in most schemes of classification yet
constructed these difficulties attach to some very common subjects.

There are certain questions which a man expects to find difficult of in-

vestigation. He does not think ill of a catalogue which delays or even

disappoints him in regard to these; but when, for some very simple

thing, with which he is familiar, he has to hunt, to hesitate, and to lose

time, he is provoked.

Besides, the difficulty is not merely in mastering the system, but in

applying it, which, in many departments of science, demands consider-

ably more knowledge than most men have. Suppose one wants to find

something about the badger 5
in a minutely subdivided catalogue it

might be found under Science, division Natural History, subdivision

/oology, group Vertebrates, class Mammals, subclass Monodelphia, sec-

tion Carnivora, and so on, or under some other hierarchy of classes. A
man may want a book on the badger without being much of a naturalist.

but lie could hardly find it in such a catalogue unless a naturalist should

help him. 1

It is this which has made these catalogues so unpopular, and the unpop-

ularity is increased by the want of agreement among classifiers, which

prevents any system becoming common enough to be known to every-

body and to seem the only natural one. And the occasional vagaries

'Note that tliis is ;i difficulty in thp nature of things, anil applies also to an alpha-

betical catalogue, ;/' il IKIX //< x/nr/n/ bii>)k on tin- baili/tr. Then a man roust look in

^em-nil woiks for an account of his animal, and in order to use either catalogue for

that pnrpos.-, ho must know or find out to what general class the, badger belongs, other-

\\ ise lie.\\oiild not know whether toa.sk for a work ou reptiles or mammals, articu-

lates 01-vertebrates. J!nt this, like many other theoretical objections, does not nine h

impair the, usefulness of a catalogue. A man generally does know some of the includ-

ing classes of his subject. In t he present case ho would know that t!ie badger in an

animal, ami would look tor it in some zoological eut'yolopa'dja. Hy the description

there, he would find to what subclasses it belongs, and how he could pursue his inquir-

ies farther, if he chose.
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of otherwise excellent catalogues have had their influence in bringing
classification into disrepute. It would take the average man some time

to get accustomed to look for the liollo books under Art, and Mother
Goose's Melodies under Prose Fiction, where they belong in a system
now before me. Nor is likely that many men would at first think of

looking for railroad reports under Commercial Arts, or cook-books under
Productive Arts, or navigation under Engineering, however proper such

subordination may be. The fact is that the action of the mind in

outlining a system and fitting books into it is very different from that

of inquiring where, in a system already formed by another, a given

topic will be treated. It is hard, apparently, for the system-makers
to put themselves in the place of the public; otherwise they would
have adopted more frequently than they have done the simple rem-

edy which will almost remove all these difficulties an alphabetical
index of the subjects treated iu the classed catalogue. By that an in-

quirer is referred in an instant to the exact part of the catalogue where
he will find the topic he wants. The catalogue of the Mercantile Library

Company of Philadelphia (1850) has such an index, also the Newark

Library Association. (1857,) and the California State Law Library, (1870.)

Beyond these I cannot recall one. It should be noted, however, that an

index is one of the prominent features of the excellent plan for nunr

bering books described by Mr. Melvil Dewey, in Chapter XXVIII of

this report.

The alphabetical index not occurring to or not pleasing those who
were dissatisfied with classification, they adopted the alphabetical cata-

logue, and, naturally enough, in its extreme form, the dictionary plan,
1

in which the attempt to subordinate individuals to classes, and classes

to one another, is abandoned, and the subjects, special or general, are

arranged like the words in a lexicon. Thus, if a book treats of natural

history, it is put under that heading; if it treats of zoology alone, that

word is the rubric
;

if it is confined to mammals, it will be found under

Mammals; and, finally, if one is looking for a treatise on the elephant,

he need not know whether that animal is a mammal; he need not even

be sure that it is an animal; he has merely to be sufficiently acquainted
with his alphabet to find the word Elephant, under which will appear
all the separate works that the library contains on that subject. Nothing,
one would think, can be more simple, easy to explain, easy and expedi-

tious to use than this. No matter what he wants he will find it at once,

provided (1) that the library has a book on just that subject, and (2)

that it has been entered under the very word which he is thinking of.

If these conditions are not fulfilled, however, there is more trouble. If

(1) the library lias no book or article sufficiently important to be cat-

alogued on that topic, he must look (a) in some more comprehensive
work in which he will find it treated, (as the history of Assyrian art is

j

related in the histories of Art,) iu which case he, will get no help what-

1 Ou the use of the name '

dictionary," see p. 560.
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ever from any dictionary catalogue yet made, in finding the general work,
but must trust to his own .knowledge of the subject and of or.linary

classification to guide him to the including class; or (b) there may be

something to his purpose in less general works, (as books on Iron

bridges or Suspension badges might b8 better than nothing to a man
who was studying the larger subject Bridges,) but in this case also he

will very seldom get any assistance from dictionary catalogues, and

must rely entirely upon his previous knowledge of the possible branches

of his subject. If (2) the books which the library has are entered under

some other word than the one which is in his head, (under Development,
or Evolution, or Origin of species, or Species, when he is thinking of

Darwinism,) nine-tenths of the dictionary catalogues will again fail him
;

he must rack his brain to recall all the synonymous names of his topic.

And even in those which relieve him of this trouble by giving cross-

references, he must look twice, first for his own word, and then for the

word to which he is referred from that.

The plan is undeniably convenient, but its advocates have in general
so entirely overlooked these defects that they have made no attempt to

remedy them. A minority have had recourse to cross-references, which

almost remove evil No. 2; but evil No. 1 generally remains untouched

There is considerable variety among dictionary catalogues, which may
or may not have imprints under the subject-entries and contents under

the authors; which may have cross-references or not; which may limit

each title to a single line, or abandon such procrustean attempt and

allow whatever space circumstances demand
;
which may include classes

of literature or not; which may make subject entries merely under words

taken from the title of the book, as proposed by Panizxi and Crestadoro

and practiced by nearly all; or may take the subject of the book as a

heading, whether expressed in the title or not. This latter difference is

of more importance than may appear at first sight. The catalogues

which limit themselves rigidly to the title abandon all attempt at com-

pleteness, since many titles do not even pretend to express the subject

of the book, and many signally fail in the attempt.
The history of dictionary catalogues in regard to this matter is worthy

of note. The early catalogues were all either of authors or classed.

Those which, like Georgi's Europiiischer Biicher- Lexicon, (1742,) were

by authors, (with title-entry, of course, for anonymous books,) were said

to be "Nach Ordnung Dictionarii." 1 The next step was to make tln>

title-entries not merely for anonymous books but for all which had any

good word in the title from winch to refer, the object being to provide a

mi'ans by which any one who had heard of a'book could easily find it.

If it was thought of at all, it was apparently considered as a subsidiary

merit that one could find by aid of these entries what the library <-on-

is the earliest use of the comparison I have met with. Lexicon is a vn > rom-

nion name for an alphabetical list of authors, (Moser, 1740, Jo-eher, IT.'.d. 1-Vliln .
;

Kiiyser, 1834.) Dauz's Wortcrbnch (1MI:$) is a Kubject catalogue.



534 Public Libraries In flu- 1'nitril States.

tained oil certain subjects. Nineteen such catalogues were made in this

country between 1815 aud 1854, the comparative number of entries

under subject-words gradually increasing. In 1854 the Boston Mercan-

tile Library published a catalogue made by Mr. W. F. 1'oole, upon a

plan proposed by him in April of that year :

Short titles have been adopted ;
each work has been catalogued under its i/f/irand

under its subject, aud works of fiction have been placed under their titles as well as

authors. The whole being arranged in one alphabetical series, a work can be easily

found if either its author, subject, or title is known. Whatever advantages other sy>-

tems of cataloguing may have in particular instances, no other system appears to com-

bine so many advantages for a circulating library like ours. Preface.

Each entry was limited to one line. The imprints were given under

each entry whether author, title, or subject-word, but there icere no

cross-references. This is the first complete triple asyndetic dictionary

catalogue. From its economy of space, its facility of use, the ease with

which any one who can copy accurately can make it, and its apparent

completeness, it has been a favorite type with town and mercantile libra-

ries. In these catalogues some word of the title is taken to make the en try

under, as an indexer makes his reference from some word that he finds in

the text of the work he is engaged upon. If there is uo suitable word the

cataloguer generally omits the work altogether j

1 sometimes chooses a

word under which he thinks the book may be looked for, the idea alwaj s

being that the inquirer is searching for some book that he already knows

of, aud this being merely another way of finding it in case the author's

name has been forgotten. The entries are really, therefore, only title-

entries. The idea of subject-entries, though probably always vaguely
co-existent with this, is, as a distinct aud dominant idea, of late growth.

Consequently we cannot reproach these cataloguers with their want of

system, their abundance of synonymous headings, their continually

suffering works of precisely the same character to be separated by the

mere chance of the use of a different word iu the title, their not seldom

jumbling together works of very different character which have the

same word (used in different senses) in the title, with their frequent
failure to enter books treating of several subjects under more than one,

or with the total absence of cross references. They are not generally

intending to make subject-catalogues, by which they would probably
understand classed catalogues. As they deal almost entirely with books

in the English language there is nothing to prevent their confining
themselves to the title. Foreign books lend themselves less readily to

this kind of entry and suggest emancipation.
In England the immediate predecessor of the dictionary catalogue was

Aslateasldoy a librarian explains the plan of hid catalogue, made in imitation of that

of the Boston Public Library, thus :
" Books are entered under the author's name, the

title, aud the subject where the title admits of it." Aud in 1875 a librarian writes, "I

think the plan of a dictionary catalogue is to give specific information concerning the

author, title, and subject of a book, so far as they appear on the title-page."
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the series of London book lists, ending in the "Classified index to the

London catalogue of books published in 18LG-'ol." In this last, under

thirty-four classes, references are arranged in the alphabetic order of

the words of the title which expressed, or were intended to express, the

specific subject of the book. The object of the publisher was stated to

be ''facility of reference and simplicity of detail." The next step in

facilitating reference was naturally to throw the classes into one alpha-

bet. This was partly done the next year by Sampson Low in his " Index

to the titles," contained in the "British catalogue of books published in

1854," with this explanation :

Under the old system of classification the difficulty has always been to find a given

title, although enabled to find a group of books published within a scientific definition.

The present plan, it is hoped, will, by following out the author's own definition of his

books, and presenting a CONCORDANCE OF TITLES combine both of these advantages.

Not a word about subject information, which indeed was not to be

expected, the British catalogue being merely intended as a ready guide

for booksellers and others to the publisher's name and the price of each

book. The phrase "concordance of titles" is noteworthy. Whether the

plan was due to Mr. Low or his assistant, Mr. Crestadoro, does not

appear. Eight years before this Mr. Panizzi had told the British

Museum Commission:

Those who want to consult a book of which they know only the subject, or to find

what books on a particular subject are in the library, can obtain this information (as

far a.s it can be obtained from a title-page, which is all that can be expected in a cata-

logue) more easily from an index of matters to an alphabetical catalogue than by any

other means. (Answer 9869.)

In 185G, Mr. Crestadoro, in a pamphlet on " The art of making cata-

logues of libraries," recommended (1) an inventorial catalogue of un-

abridged titles arranged in no order, but numbered
;
and (2) referring to

the inventory by these numbers, an alphabetical index of names and

subjects. For this index the headings were to be words from the iuven-

torial title; and he would have the cataloguer supply in that title the

author's name, the subject, and the "nature" of the book, (sermon,

thesis, oratorio,)
1 if the author had failed to do so himself in his title;

moreover he would make as many references as there are words in the

(amended) title worth referring from, whether those words be the author's

or editor's or translator's or publisher's names, or indicate the subject or

the "nature" of the book
;
and lastly, he would make cross-references from

synonymous headings (as Death penalty and Capital punishment) to

one another, so that whichever one looked under, he would be guided

to all that was under both
;
also from class-headings to all the subordi-'

itate (or, as he calls them, partially synonymous) headings contained in

the catalogue, (as from Agriculture to Aviary, Bees, Cattle, Cows, 1 >aiiy .

Drainage, and many more.) The result of it all is that one has, under

every word under which one is likely to look for a work, a reference

to it, and under each subject a list of works about it, with references to



536 J'ublic Libraries in the United States.

those places in the index where other works treating of any of its parts,
or of similar subjects, could be found. Tlie cross-references bind to-

gether the different parts of tin- catalogue, bring them into one system-
atic whole, and make the catalogue constructively an alphabetico-
classed catalogue; not actually, take notice, for it is one thing to be

told that somewhere else in the index is a title which you might like to

see, and quite a different thing to have it displayed on the page before

you.
An admirable plan, which by the addition of imprints and fuller titles

becomes the plan of the quadruple syndetic
1

dictionary catalogue. It is

worthy of note, however, that such additions to the title as he proposed
were not made or referred from, and the "nature" lists were not inserted.

nor were full cross-references made, in any catalogue published by him or

similar to his in England. I called the plan admirable; it had, how-

ever, one defect its close adherence to the title. Crestadoro allowed

additions to be made for purposes of reference when there were lacuna'

iu the title, as all cataloguers direct the author's name or the date of

publication to be supplied, but if the title named the subject, its choice

of a name was final
;
the cataloguer was obliged to follow it. The result

is that works ou precisely the same subject are separated, merely be-

cause the phraseology of the title is different. Crestadoro was consist-

ent and adhered to the title throughout,

If, he says, works have been published under threj different names, as Goirer, /.'.'/<
r-

lon, aud Ellesmere, all belonging to the same author, it would lie wrong to enter any
of them otherwise than as they appear. Let each name, as it becomes a heading in

the index, commence by a smSrt entry of [i. e.,a reference to] all the other names be-

longing to the same writer, aud then let a full entry of the works that bear that name
follow after.

In this he is not followed by any of the dictionary cataloguers, but in

applying the same ideas to subject-headings, he is. If works, they ap-

pear to think, have been published under two or three different names,

as Insects and Entomology, or Free trade, Protection, and Tariff, it would

be wrong to enter any of them otherwise than as they appear. They
are not consistent. Every one sees that to separate an author's works

and oblige the reader always to look iu two or three places for them

is to cause a greater inconvenience than to refer him, two times out of

three, from the name he looks for to the name chosen by the cataloguer.

"Why is it not likewise a greater inconvenience to be compelled always
to look in two places for the works on a given subject than half the time

to be referred from one heading to the other .' We cannot always take

the " author's own definition of his book." He knows what the subject

is, but he may not know how to express it for cataloguing purposes ;
he

may even choose a title that misleads or is unintelligible, especially it

his publisher insists on a striking title, as is the manner of publishers;

1 1 call that dictionary-catalogue connective or syndetic iu which the different head-

ings are thus bound together by cross-references.
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ami different writers, or even the same writers at different times, may
choose different words to express the same thing.

1

There is UA defence of the Constitution of Great Britain," of which
the author says, in his preface,

" The object of my attack is a proposed
measure called

parliamentary
reform." Here, if one is to be confined

to the title, one would be obliged to violate the first principle of the

dictionary catalogue, and give the book class-entry, as if it treated of

the whole of the British constitution, instead of treating of one

clearly defined part. Gallaudet's " Plan of a seminary for the education

of instructors of youth" would be lost if put under Seminary or In-

structors, and it does not belong in the mass of general titles under
Education. Its proper place is under Normal schools. It is urged
that the author may have reasons for calling his book " Travels

m the Holy Land " rather than " Travels in Palestine," and that

therefore we ought to have a heading Holy Land as well a head-

ing Palestine, a non sequitur. That is a reason for copying his title

and not altering it to suit our fancy, but it is no reason whatever for

arranging it in one part of our catalogue rather than in another.

For the title-entry we of course take the author's word
;
for the subject-

entry made that our readers may not miss the book when they are

studying the topic or topics of which it treats it is much better to

take the cataloguer's estimate of the subject. For each unit of inquiry
let him select one heading, (referring of course from all synonyms,) and

entering under it all the books which in his judgment belong there.

But, it may be said, imposing your own names on subjects is as objec-

tionable as classification. How is one to know what heading to look for ?

It is even worse than classification, for with that one does not have

the whole catalogue to range through : the reader is limited by the

first great divisions, and does not expect to find Painting in the section

History, but in Art, and is sure that Zoology will be somewhere in tli;it

fourth of the catalogue which is devoted to Science
;
whereas in a dic-

tionary catalogue with arbitrary headings, there is no such preliminary

narrowing of the field
;
what one wants may be under Animals in the first

letter of the alphabet, or under Zoology in the last. A seemingly strong

objection, but of little practical account. In the first place, almost all in-

dividual subjects, and the majority of general subjects, have single well-

known names; and in the case of pseudonyms or synonyms, he who

is looking up any subject, not having a particular book in miml, is

at least as likely to look under the name which the cataloguer has chosen

as under any other. The heading is selected for the \ei\ reason that it

is the most usual name of that topic or class of topics, the one under

which most people would be likely to look; a vajine and nnseientitii-

1 Take au example, one of thousands. Kroineut has written " Sur I'histoiro lr !''!. >-

I
u cnce judiciaire en France avant le 17e Hiecle," and also "

I.,'eloquence ct !< bMTOMI

l.ins la premiere moitie" du 16e siocle." On tin- sul>jcct-\vord principle, tin- lir>t "i ilicse

will be entered under France, the second under Bar, yot they treat of almt pre-

cisely the same topic.
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rule, perhaps, but a thoroughly useful one; for the result is that in

ninety-eight cases in a hundred there is no room for doubt where to

look, and for the ninety-ninth the inquirer will hit the right heading at

first, and therefore will be referred only once in a hundred inquiries.

The inconsistency originated from not distinguishing between the

wants of the man who seeks a certain book and remembers not merely
in a vague way its subject, but the very word which the author has

used to designate that subject, (who of course is best served by an entry
under that word,) and the wants of the man who is studying a certain

topic, (who is best served by the entry of all relating to that in one

place.) Both can be completely served only by double entry ;
the eco-

nomical dictionary-catalogue could not afford double entry, and in choos-

ing between the two it inclined towards the particular-book-seeker, and
at first did not afford the other even the help of a cross-reference.

The Boston Public Library, under the guidance of Mr. Jewett, who
had already made an excellent subject-index to the author-catalogue of

the Brown University Library, took the first steps, somewhat wavering

steps, it is true, in a different direction. In its Lower Hall index (1858)

it still retained title-entries; it did not discard synonymous headings,

Gardening and Horticulture, Birds and Ornithology, both find a place in

its columns, but it did make an attempt to enter polytopical
1 books

under more than one head, and, greatest improvement of all, it made

many cross-references from various subjects to others of a similar char-

acter. In its style of printing, too, it implied a greater respect for sub-

jects by putting the author's name first under subject-headings. As
the library proceeded from its Lower Hall index, designed for popular

use, to the Bates Hall index, and, six years later, to its supplement, the

subject-idea gradually assumed more prominence.
To return to England. In 1858, the year in which the Lower Hall

catalogue was issued, Sampson Low, in the British Catalogue, com-

bined

in one single alphabetical series both subjects and names (whether of authors or

otherwise) so far as they are to be gathered from the titles . . .
;
the alphabet of

authors and titles, and the alphabet of subjects being thrown into one.

Here, then, we have not indeed a dictionary-catalogue but a diction-

ary-index, (the reference being by means of numbers to the titles given

chronologically in the " Publishers' Circular " for 1857.) Catalogues of

the same sort followed in the course of time, that of Manchester in 1864,

by Crestadoro; that of Birmingham, by Mullins, in 1869. The catalogue

of the Liverpool Free Public Library, by S. Huggius, (1872,) is profess-

edly on the plan of the Boston Public Library, with considerable varia-

1 Will the convenience of this word excuse the twist given to the meaning of

in its formation? Polygraphic might serve, as the French use polygraphe for a mis-

cellaneous writer; but it will be well to have both words, polygraphic denoting, as

now, collections of several works by one or many authors
; polytopical denoting works

on many subjects.
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tions, the most noteworthy being the different method in which the prac-

tice of specific entry is carried out. "The subjects generally are more

concentrated, brought into fewer and larger groups," aud yet "a book
on a science or art, witk a geographical limitation, will be found, not

under the scientific subject of which it treats, but under the name of the

country or place to which the scientific research is confined." Such is

the Euglish history. A comparison of dates makes it probable that it is

independent of the American. Librarians, having similar wants, hit upon
similar means to supply them. It is true, Mr. Crestadoro's pamphlet ap-

peared two years before Mr. Jewett's first dictionary-catalogue, and the

two points in which that differed from Mr. Poole's were both recom-

mended by Crestadoro. They are, the omission of imprints under sub-

jects,
1

(an economy of very doubtful expediency,) and the insertion of

cross-references. But it does not follow that Mr. Jewett took these from

Crestadoro. He was already familiar with both of these features in his

subject and title index of Brown University Library, (1843.) And he

differs from Crestadoro in a rather important point. The latter, as his

whole system demanded, arranged his entries like Mr. Poole's, in the

alphabetical order of the words of the title that followed, aud put the

author's name last, as if referring to it :

Rome, ancient and modern. Card. Wiseman.

and environs.

- other climates. A. Taylor.
-

places. Mrs. Westropp.
the war.

contest with. W. Gresley.

history. O. Goldsmith.

Mr. Jewett, howeVer, arranged his by the alphabet of his authors, who

were put before the titles, thus :

Rome. Adam, A. Roman antiquities.

Akerman, J. Y. Catalogue of unedited Roman coins.

Dezobry, L. C. Rome au siecle d'Augnste.

LeClerc, J. V. Des journaux chez lea Romaius.

The effect of this trifling difference is obviously to give greater prom-

inence to the subject idea; it impresses the reader as a list of the au-

thors who have written about a topic rather than of books.which have

a certain word in the title. It was a slight change, but it meant that

Mr. Jewett was thinking more about those who are seeking information

than those who are searching for a book. And to the cataloging it

showed a way by which subject-entries aud mere title-entries could be

at once distinguished. The idea was not thoroughly carried out, but it

had been conceived.

.V few months after the publication of the first Bates Hall catalogue.

Mi. (now Professor) Abbot planned and began to carry into execution a

1 By this omission his Index is not, strictly speaking, a triple dictionary -out ; I

but an author-catalogiin, mixed alphabetically with a subject-index and a title-index.
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system of which one fundamental idea was that every book which had

a subject should have a subject-entry, which entry was to be determined

by the contents of the book, and to be entirely independent of the title,

so that works which the ordinary catalogues would scatter widely for

the accident of their 'names, would be brought together according to

their natural affinity, and works of the same name might go to different

places. The introduction of classes of literature, which none of the

early dictionaries had, gave to Harvard College Library the first plan

ever made for a complete alphabetical catalogue. It is sometimes

termed the "mixed" or "half-way" system; a better, because more

definitely descriptive name, is "
alphabetico classed," inasmuch as its

differentiae are class entry and alphabetic order, the differentiae of

dictionary catalogues being specific entry and alphabetic order.

"The arrangement of classes or subjects," be says,
"

is alphabetical, not scientific; but

tbe plan differs from tbe dictionary scheme in this, that a large part of these classes

or subjects have numerous subdivisions, which, instead of being dispersed through the

great alphabetical series, and thus widely separate I from each other, are arranged in

a secondary alphabetical series under the general head.'"

It will be unnecessary to discuss here the comparative merits of the

two systems, as it has already been done at length in the Eeport of

the Library Committee of Harvard College for 1863 and in the North

American Review for January, 1869
;
but 1 will add to what was said

in the latter place that, after fifteen years' constant use of the two

catalogues, I am convinced that there is very little difference in their

convenience for a person who understands both. The Abbot system
is best adapted for the thorough investigation of comprehensive sub-

jects; the dictionary system for finding quickly what relates to a per-

son, a place, or other special topic.
1 There are, of course, many things

that can be found with little trouble in the Harvard catalogue, and on

the other hand the dictionary plan, with proper references, insures find-

ing everything on a given matter, (so far as any catalogue can do that,)

although it must be granted that the cataloguer may very easily fail

to make all the proper references, and the inquirer may lose his

patience in following them up. Under either system, he who wishes to

find all that the library contains on a given topic must usually consult

several parts of the catalogue, and spend some time and thought in the

search. To a man accustomed to one plan alone, the other will appear
inconvenient, incomplete, ill-constructed, the easy use of a catalogue

being very much a matter of habit. With one who knows neither sys-

1 This may be illustrated by a comparison with the use of scientific works. One can

study chemistry, for instance, best in a systematically-arranged treatise; one could also

study it well in an encyclopaedia, in which tbe great divisions of chemistry should be

arranged in alphabetical order, and the minor topics treated together under those

heads
;
but it would be very hard to study in Watts's Dictionary of Chemistry. Yet to

the practical chemist, desirous of instant information about caryophyllin or arsenides

of methyll or sulphotriphosphauiide, Watts is indispensable, and his arrangement de-

cidedly the best.
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tern, the dictionary has this advantage, that its plan is more easily

explained, and there is no appearance of complexity to discourage him
at first sight. When he attempts- any thorough investigation, he will .

feel the need of an acquaintance with the relations of the different

branches of human kn<^r

ledge just as much as he would in using Mr.

Abbot's catalogue, which by its very plan would help him better to

that acquaintance. But this difficulty will not come to him at the

outset he will learn it gradually; whereas in the Harvard plan the

classes and branches and sections make a great show of difficulty.

Inquirers may be roughly divided into (1) those who want something

quickly ; (2) those who want to make a thorough study of some specific

subject ;
and (3) those who want to study fully some general class of

subjects. The first class depend most on a catalogue. The other two
have generally more time. They can supplement the deficiencies of a

catalogue by their own research and thought, but the first must be an-

swered at once or not at all. It is this class, the largest and loudest of

our readers, who have caused the popularity of the ordinary dictionary

catalogue. For that gives an answer, or seems to give one, at once. It

may not be a complete answer, for a number of works on the subject

sought for may be hidden away under synonymous headings, and others

may be concealed under more general rubrics. It may not be a true answer,
for the inquirer may find nothing under the heading he first thinks of,

and it may not occur to him to try any other. But some sort of an-

swer is given at once, either " We have such and such books on this

subject," or " We have nothing on it." He does not have to puzzle over

a system of classification, and he does not see that if he wants to ex-

haust the catalogue he must stop and think of synonyms and related

subjects and general works. On the other hand, the second and third

classes of inquirers are helped very much by a classed system, which

brings together books of a kind and enables them to see at a glance the

different relations of their subject ;
and they get nearly all the practical

advantage of classification in the alphabetico-classed catalogues, be-

cause it is not so much the relation of class to class as the relation of

subdivision to subdivision that most men will want to follow out. Inas-

much, however, as it is absolutely impossible to devise a system of clas-

silication which shall exhibit each subject in all its relations toother

subjects, and always bring together all the books which a course of in-

vestigation may oblige one to use, any classed system, and still more the

alphabetico-classed, will sometimes seem as inconvenient ami as dis-

junctive as the dictionary. No catalogue can exhibit all possible con-

nections of thought. Enough if it exhibit the most common, and give

some clew for tracing the rarer ones. Those that claim perfect ion lor any

system show that they have no idea of the difficulties to be overcome.

I had written a detailed account and estimate of " the combined

plan," devised by Mr. J. Schwartz, jr., of the New York Apprentices'

brary, and exemplified in a catalogue printed in 1874, but inasmuch as
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he has been led by certain criticisms to change the plan somewhat, I

shall here only give a sketch of his modified system, referring for de-

tails and explanations to the pamphlet about it which lie is preparing.
He intends, in brief, to get the good of both systems of arrangement
the dictionary and the classed by combining them in the same book

;

to have first a classed catalogue without imprints, (24 classes, capable
of 216 divisions and 1,944 subdivisions;) and secondly, a dictionary-

catalogue (author- and anonymous title entries with imprints, subject-

entries, and other title-entries without imprints, subject-references to

the classed part.) The plan is in many respects much superior to the

dictionary, (see what was said on pages 529-30 of classed catalogues,) in

some respects inferior, and in some equal. The author claims that it

combines all the advantages of the dictionary and the classed catalogues.

Substituting "many" for "all" the claim maybe allowed. We can-

not say "all," because the first part is merely a classed index, not a

classed catalogue, and the second part is an imperfect dictionary ;
that

is, a catalogue of authors mixed with an index of titles and subjects j

and an index cannot have all the advantages of a catalogue.
1

I will just glance at three other points of comparison. It is a great con-

venience that all the works, both general and special, on any branch of

knowledge, should bebrought together; to have, for instance, all the works

on architecture spread out on one or a dozen pages, instead of havingonly
the general works together and being sent off to other parts of the al-

phabet for Assyrian or French- or Italian architecture, or for works on

the construction of railway stations, of school houses, of temples. It is

also a convenience, if you have forgotten the author's name, that many
of these special books are entered again under that word of their title

(if there be such a word) which indicates their subject Temple or

School house, or Kailway-station. But it must be remembered that this

double entry consumes much room. The catalogue of the Boston

Athenaeum fills 5 columns with 176 titles of general works on Architec-

ture, and then refers to 92 other headings under which special works

may be found. All these, if repeated under Architecture, would have

filled 10 or 15 more pages ;
and carrying out such a system would have

very considerably increased the bulk and cost of the catalogue. It is

true that part of the room needed for these additional titles might have

been found under Architecture by very much abridging the titles and

leaving out imprints, but that would simply amount to sending the in-

quirer to other parts of the catalogue for necessary information in re-

gard both to general and special works, instead of so sending him off,

as it does now, for the special works only.

Lists under various literatures and classes of literature are convenient
;

indeed, in a popular library, they are indispensable; and in Mr. Schwartz'^

1 These remarks apply to a catalogue made for scholars. When all imprints are

omitted (as may well be done for small popular libraries) the objection above stated

loses its force.
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plan tbey will more appropriately be put in the classed than in the al-

phabetical part; but why they should not be included in any dictionary

catalogue, and why it is more inconvenient for a man to look out his

novels under " Novels" (w " Fiction '' or u
English Fiction ") than under

" Literature " or "
Prose,'Mt is not easy to see.

There is also an objection that the necessity of having only twenty-
five classes and only nine divisions under each can hardly be consistent

with any scientific and satisfactory division of human knowledge. The

system is not elastic enough to suit the expansiveness of science.

Again, the classed part of the catalogue of 1874 works well now because

there are few titles in it, about 9,600 for 250 classes
;
but in a larger

library making any attempt at analysis, either each class would contain

so many titles that it would be hard to find any particular subject in it

or else the introduction of divisions and subdivisions would bring on

that appearance of complexity which is so discouraging to the inex-

perienced inquirer. There is the same difficulty both in the Abbot and
the dictionary systems, as applied to large libraries, but it is not so fre-

quent in the latter, occurring chiefly under the names of a few great

countries, and in the former it is not so troublesome, because the sub-

divisions are arranged alphabetically, and every one knows the alpha-

bet; whereas in the combined system they are arranged according to

the ideas of the cataloguer, which no one knows beforehand. The diffi-

culty will be almost entirely removed, however, by the index of subjects,

which, in any future issue, will be added in the dictionary part. With
that the system becomes as complete as the alphabetico-classed, as well

fitted for common use as the dictionary, and as easy to explain (no

slight merit) as any.
1

As the Boston Public Library heliotypes its cards, so that the expense
of an extra copy of each is trifling, there is nothing but want of room to

prevent it from adding to its present dictionary system a classed cata-

logue, as Mr. Schwartz does, or it could insert in its present alphabetical

arrangement the classes of the Abbot system. It would probably be

found that the addition in either case would not perceptibly increase

the practical value of the catalogue.

Four other plans may be mentioned, three of them varieties of the

alphabetico-classed, one a variety of the dictionary. The first is em-

ployed by Mr. Stephen Noyes, in a catalogue now printing of the Brook-

lyn Mercantile Library.
"
I propose to throw everything," be says,

" into one alphabet of authors, titles, and sub-

ji-cts, Diving, as a rule, the contents of the works of an author under the name of tin-

1 Yet there is one thing that the general reader may not easily understand namely.

on what principle the distinction is made between general subjects, (classes,) wlmli

are put in Part 1, and special subjects, which are to be looked for in Part 2. It may
!>< noted, in regard to Mr. Schwartz's plan, that, even if the distinction Iwtween I'.n ts

1 mid 2 should be abandoned, and the two thrown into one alphabet, it would dilV-r

from the alphabetico-classod catalogues in enjoining specific entry, a tin- ili tionarv-

does.
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author. Titles are inserted where they are proper names, ao to speak, like names of

novels, peculiar to the individual work.
" In the matter of classification I carefully avoid all theorizing, assuming that it is not

the office of a catalogue to instruct the public as to the proper philosophical relations

of all the products of intellectual activity, but simply to present the resources of any
one library, so as best to enable any reader, whether scholar or school-boy, to get at

what he wants with the utmost directness. The encyclopaedias of the time are

arranged on this practical principle. The Encyclopaedia Metropolitan*, arranged on

theoretical principles, is, I think, very rarely consulted. In looking for information

upon special subjects inquirers cannot afford the time necessary for mastering elaborate

logical arrangements. On the other hand my experience has been that readers like to

find the subdivision of a comprehensive department of knowledge entered under the

more general heading. They ask for the catalogue of biography, of history, of voy-

ages and travels, of fine arts, &c. It becomes, therefore, a purely practical question,

how to secure the benefits earning from a comprehensive survey of an entire branch of

knowledge with the undoubted utility of a special index. I shall try to refer in all

cases from the special to the general, which is made up of the specials, arranged in

alphabetical order. Of course I shall not enter in the general alphabet the name of

every subject of a biography. We cannot afford the space, and I do not think it is

necessary. The simple question is, how most effectively, consistently with due economy,
to meet the wants of the average reader.

"I have great faith in classed lists as stimulants to tolerably healthy reading or

as aids to courses of reading, and I think that the special lists of Biography, Voyages
and Travels, Fine Arts, Poetry, Useful Arts, etc., will penetrate into families and circles

where the catalogue as a whole will seldom be found.
" I shall take great care iu the typographical display of the subdivisions of a class to

avoid a complex arrangement or wheels within wheels
;
that can always be avoided

by making the wheel within a wheel an independent heading. I think I shall throw

Ecclesiastical history, Bible, and Theology into one general alphabet, as in a theological

dictionary. Fiction will be a class, Biography another, the names of the subjects of

the lives forming an alphabetical arrangement."

Mr. Noyes's plan, it will be seen, is eclectic. He has the single alpha-
bet of the dictionary. Within that he makes the class-entry of the alpha-

betico-classed. But iu many classes we return to the dictionary plan

by specific entry. For example, under Theology, Mr. Abbot makes the

divisions Catechetical, Creeds, Dogmatic, Pastoral, Practical, Ritual, etc.,

and under the division Dogmatic, the sections Christ, Conversion, Elec-

tion, Grace, Justification, Sin, Trinity, etc. Mr. Noyes will have but one

alphabet under Theology, in which Catechetical Theology, Christ, Con-

version, Dogmatic Theology, Election, Future Life, Grace, Justification,

Pastoral Theology, Practical Theology, Trinity, will stand side by side,

together with every topic in the extensive classes Bible (considered a

a subject
1

) and Ecclesiastical history, such as Arnos, Bible, Councils,

Deuteronomy, Evangelical party, Fathers, Geneva, Hosea, Inquisition,

Jesuits, and a hundred others. So that we have a dictionary of the

theological sciences. Why should we not also have one of History,

Geography, and Travels, another of Fine Arts, another of Technology
and Science, and so on, as in the class-list system begun in the Boston

Public Librarv Lower Hall?

'The title-entry of Bible is probably to be included in this, which is somewhat anom-
alous.
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If that were done, it would be a catalogue easily explained to the

public. As it is, this mixture of partial dictionary and incomplete
classification is its weakest point. There is no brief formula to give
to the public for its guraance. The dictionary says

" Look for what

you want under its own name ;" the classed says
"
Everything will be

found in its own logical place." Mr. Schwartz gives both directions.

But this alphabetico-classed catalogue can only say vaguely, "You will

find comprehensive subjects under their own name, and those that are

less comprehensive under some class." But it cannot easily say what
is sufficiently comprehensive for independence, and the criteria by which

the maker determines this point appear to vary extremely in different

cases. Nevertheless, it may prove a most successful catalogue. The
selection of classes, though irregularly made, may be so contrived, (it

is intended so to be,) as to correspond to the public's unsystematic
association of ideas

;
if so, readers will generally look in the right

place at first, and the number of cases in which they will have to use

the cross-references will be reduced to a minimum. The avoidance of

complexity is a great point in favor of this, as it is in favor of Mr. Ab-
bot's plan.

The second plan, that of the Library of Congress, is similar to this

but more complicated. The general subjects are arranged alphabetically,
but under them the arrangement of divisions is not alphabetical; and

occasionally a complex class is subordinated to another class instead of

being made an independent heading; thus the subject Bible, with all

its divisions and subdivisions, is included in theology, a very proper
classification but extremely perplexing. Those who are accustomed

to it perhaps find the catalogue easy to use
;
to a stranger the plan

seems to have neither philosophical system nor practical convenience.

There is a class Biography with a long list of individual biographies;
but by a wise exception, names of places are not subordinated either

to a class Geography or to the more comprehensive geographical names.

Europe, England, London, are each independent headings.

I shall mention one other alphabetico-classed plan, (as yet untried,) not

becauseitis to be recommended, but toexhibit more fully the possibilities

of cataloguing, and also to show how a plan may lose on one side what it

jjains on another. The one proposed would be half way between Mr.

Abbot's and the dictionary. It would unite in one alphabet the author

and subject catalogue, would retain classification for general subjects,

putting the specific under the comprehensive as at present, but it would

disperse individuals through the alphabet. Thus there would be classes

Biography, Geography, History, but the name of a person or place

would be found in the main alphabet ;
there would be a class Zool<

under which Horses would appear in their proper place, but an account

of any particular horse, as " Lady Suffolk " or "
Bucentaur,'' would not

be there but under its name
;
there would be classes Ship-building, Ship-

35 E
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wrecks, but the launch of the Great Eastern or the wreck of the Glide
would appear under Glide and Great Eastern. It will be seen that this

is merely an extension to all individual subjects of the practice of the Con-

gress Library in regard (o places. In its favor it may be urged that there

is very little advantage in putting together in one or several neighbor-

ing drawers all the lives, and in another drawer or series of drawers all

the bibliographical treatises on individuals. It is not once in a hundred

years that any one would wish to survey all biography. In a small

library this question is often asked with a view of selecting something
to read

;
but of what assistance to such selection is a list like that now

in Harvard College Library of over 15,003 names ? A bewildering mul-

tiplicity of entries is as great a hinderance to choice as the widest dis-

persion. But it is practical use to have all that relates to a man, whether

biographically or bibliographically or in any other way, brought together
and given, as it is in dictionary catalogues, in immediate connection

with the list of his writings. The same thing is true in regard to Geog-
raphy. Probably in the fifteen years since the Harvard College Library

catalogue was begun the list of individual geographical titles has not once

been consulted with a view to the general study of geography, nor has

it been of the slightest service to one looking tip England, let us say, that

the names of the various places in England are in the same, series of

drawers. If there is to be subordination it would be much more useful

to take the country as the unit and arrange all cities, etc., under it; inas-

much as the country would often be the unit of inquiry, and the class

Geography, never. 1

True, the dispersive method is somewhat less convenient to show
the richness or poverty of the library in any department. If, for example,
an auction-catalogue, rich in biography, should be sent to the library,

it would be much easier for the librarian to examine it, and ascertain

what he had and what he wanted if the biographies were collected in

a dozen drawers or two hundred pages, than if they were dispersed

through two hundred drawers or three thousand pages. Yet, after all,

the saving of time and trouble in this way by collecting individual titles

is slight, and the occasions when it would be made rare.

Again, putting the Greek authors and the Latin authors under those

Leads in the classed catalogue, with divisions into prose and poetry, in-

stead of under their respective names in the alphabet of authors, though

'On the other haud, it must not be overlooked that by this dispersion of individuals

Tve should forfeit the advantage which one who is looking np a man's life, for example,

gets by having the collective biographies or geographies or histories in immediate

connection with the individual. If, in the present catalogue, he does not find any life

of Thomas Home, he is reminded, by the very fact that he is looking under a class bi-

ography, that there are biographical dictionaries in which he may find some notice ol

Home. This, of course, might not occur to him if he were looking for Home in the

general alphabet. Most people, however, one would think, might be relied upon tc

83ek in general biographical works for inforoiition absnt a mia on finding no special

life of him in the library.
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it is in accordance with the general system, sacrifices, it seams to me,
a great and daily convenience for a slight and infrequent advantage.
References would of course be made from the classes to the names of

all those individuals whi^i illustrate them
;
as from Music to the names

of musicians, from Geology to the names of places geologically surveyed .

This plan retains most of the advantages of Mr. Abbot's; and yet r

by an easily explained exception to his gen3ral practice, it relieves the

inquirer of the necessity of looking under at least two headings to find

whatever concerns a person, and under many more for whatever con-

cerns a place, and also relieves him from all doubt where to look. Now
persons and places are the most common objects of inquiry.

That any of these systems, well carried out, will attain the end of a

catalogue, can easily be shown. First, the dictionary catalogue, not as

it exists in any example, but as one might be if there were plenty of

time to make it and no need of economy in printing. 1 A man asks

for a book by the author's name. He finds it in the alphabetical place
of that name. That he may not fail to get it by a disagreement as to

who is its author, references have been made from pseudonyms, editors'

names, when prominent, translators' names, especially for poetical

translations, and from any other names under which it is likely that

any one will remember it. 2 He wants to know what works we have

by a particular author. He finds them all enumerated under the

author's name, with a note of the more important parts of books writ-

ten by that author in other men's works or in collections of memoirs, in

the publications of societies, and perhaps even in periodical literature.

3 He asks for a book by its title; he finds a reference under the first

word not an article, or under the word which indicates the subject, or

from some prominent and memorable word; if it is a novel, he finds a

full entry. 4 He asks for a book on a certain subject; he finds it

under that name of the subject with which he is familiar, or he finds

there a reference to the synonymous
1

word, which, for reasons, the cat a

loguer has preferred as a heading. And if it is a general subject, he
linds references to all the subordinate subjects treated of. If, for

instance, the subject is Middlesex County, he finds a reference to the

name of every town in that county which occurs in the catalogue. He
1 The dictionary catalogue is sometimes reproached with the trouble arising from

synonyms, ;is if it alone was affected by those difficulties. Hut the alphabetico-classed

catalogue is HI the same plight; it has a subject which must bo called either Natural

Philosophy or Physics. Which will it choose? Ethics and Moral Philosophy, Religion
ami Theology, (Practical.) Military art and War, Art and Fine arts, Sanitary scii-neo

and Hygiene are synonyms as troublesome to it as to the dictionary. These are in its

main alphabet; but its difficulties do not stop here. Every one of the synonym* which

plague the dictionary cataloguer must appear somewhere in the Iphabottoo-olMMd :

if not in the main alphabet of classes, then among the branches and sections, and tin-

same doubt will arisa as to the selection. It HUM !> < nnfessrd, however, that though
the occasions for doubt are as frequent the doubt will not be so troublesome, at le; at

among the subdivisions, because the separation of subjects in a secondary alphabet

cannot be great.
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will also find references to subjects which illustrate the one he is look-

ing up; and in certain cases he will find references to the subjects
which include his. These last references will, however, in general, be

left to his knowledge and intelligence. They are necessary to the com-

pleteness of the system, but they are not, in a majority of cases, of such

practical use as to pay for their uniform insertion. As he may, how-

ever, want to study the relations of his subject to others, and to follow

it up through all possible ramifications, he will find at the end of the

catalogue a scheme of classification, in which every heading in the cata-

logue is included and set down in its proper place. 5 and lastly, he

asks for a book in some form of literature, (as an encyclopaedia, a book

of enigmas, or one in the Hungarian language,) and he finds, under

those names, lists of all in the library.

It is objected to the dictionary catalogue, and with much truth, that

it gives no help to the man who wishes to glance quickly over all the

literature on a comprehensive subject, including the books on its vari-

ous branches, and that it treats the desultory reader as badly. It seems

to me, however, that the objection is sometimes a little overstated, or

too much is made of it. The inquirer above [mentioned will find the

general works under the general head, and with them a number of cross-

references, perhaps five, perhaps fifty. If his needs oblige him to look

them all up, his case is indeed pitiable. But how often would that hap-

pen? Generally, he will run his eye over the references, find two or

three in which he is interested, look them up, and get reading enough
for one day at least; and this will be the easier if the references are

classified, as they ought to be when the}* are numerous. But it is use-

less to deny that here is the weak point of the dictionary catalogue.

Here is an evil which it tries, not unsuccessfully, to reduce to a mini-

mum, but can never away with altogether. Mr. Schwartz gets over the

difficulty by adding a classed catalogue to a dictionary a perfect but

a somewhat expensive remedy. That the cost is not justified by the

gain in a library where the public have access to the shelves, and the

books are their own classed catalogue, better than any that the libra-

rian can make, is undoubted. How it is in town and city libraries,

where the public do not go beyond the delivery-room, their librarians

must say.

In the alphabetico-classed catalogues, the first two questions are

answered in the author-part, where will be found an entry of the book;
the third in the same part, by a reference to the author; the fourth in

the subject-part, by an entry either under the subject asked for or under

some including subject, to which a reference will be found from the sub-

ject asked for; the fifth in the same part, generally under the ver}- class

asked for, synonyms not being very troublesome here, and kinds of lit-

erature not being generally included in larger classes.

In the Schwartz system the first three questions are answered, in

Part 2, (the dictionary part;) the fifth in Part 1. (the classed part;) the
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fourth is partly answered in Part 2, if there are any books about that

particular subject; but for full information, to find not only the books

devoted to that subject but those which treat of it in part and those

which treat of similar subjects, one must turn to Part 1, guided to the

right place there either by a
reference

found alphabetically in the other

part or by the study of the scheme of classification prefixed. So that

either of the systems answers all the questions if it be well carried out.

Which answers the most usual questions quickest, and reserves its

difficulties for the rare questions?

There remain one or two points to be considered, the fullness of the

catalogue, the insertion of biographical data, of contents, of analysis,

and of notes. As to fulness, the general rule is, the larger the library

the more elaborate the catalogue. Travellers who need no guide in a

grove would be lost without one in a forest. As there are more chances

of similarity between the various objects, there is need of more detail to

distinguish them. Names must be given in full, dates inserted in ref-

erences, divisions made under more subjects; more exactness and more

system are required in the selection of subject headings, and iu their in-

terconnection by references. So that the difficulty of making the cata-

logue and its bulk increase in faster ratio than the size of the library.

For a very small town library, especially if it be poor, a very brief, cheap
list may suffice. If it would cost 20 to add imprints,

1 for example,
it would be better to spend the money in books, for the questions which

imprints are designed to answer would occur so seldom that it would

not pay to answer them. A printed catalogue need not be so full while

the library is small as it must be afterwards, because as its library grows
it can be reprinted with the necessary additional details. But a card

catalogue should be made as full at the start as it is ever to be, other-

wise there will be no uniformity between its different parts, and the task

of filling out the first defective entries will be troublesome, and nothing

gained after all.

The ideal catalogue would give under every subject its complete

bibliography, not only mentioning all the monographs on that subject,

but all works which in any way illustrate it, including all parts of books,

magazine articles, and the best encyclopaedias that treat of it; in short,

the catalogue would lay out just that course of reading which a man

\vlm thoroughly studied the subject, with a view not only to learn it,

but to master the history of its treatment by others, would be obliged

to pass through.
This cai rarely be done, because it is beyond the ability of librarians

and the means of libraries. The Boston Public Library, in its excellent

Class-list of History, Biography, and Travel, has shown what such a

'Iu most catalogues that I have seen, nothing lias I.e. n xivrd liy *iiHi <>HII--HII : the

empty spaces at the end of the lines (for which the printer is paiil a* iinu-li a- tor th

rest of the lines) would have held imprints in nine cases out of ten.
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catalogue might be and bow much can be done in the way of encourag-

ing, directing, and improving the popular taste for reading. In con-

nection with the names of persons, a brief indication of what they were

and when they lived is given. Elaborate notes under many headings

give a concise history of the literature of the subject, and often charac-

terize the more important books, or state their general repute, with the

design of assisting the reader in his selection. Copious references to works

and parts of works treating of those subjects, make it easy for any one to

pursue courses of study. The public is not merely guided in its read-

ing but stimulated to it. Many a man must long to follow up the lines

of investigation presented here, who, if he had never seen the volume,
would not think of touching the subjects, would merely read at random,
or take refuge in fiction. A mere catalogue is rather disheartening to

an unlearned reader. The common dictionary catalogue, especially, is

4 mere collection of fragments, unconnected, and all alike. There is no

light and shade, nothing to fix the attention. Admirable as a help to

one who knows what he wants, it makes no special provision for the

more numerous class who merely want something to read, most of

whom, however, would prefer, if they knew how, to improve their minds

and increase their stock of knowledge. Where shall such men begin,
and when they have begun what shall they read next? In this history-

catalogue the notes catch the eye; they are entertaining reading in

themselves; they promise a rich accession of learning to those who wil

follow their directions. The service which such a catalogue renders to

a library is clearly shown in tbe following extract from the 43d monthly

report of the superintendent, January, 1874:

In November it was reported that the increase of use in books of history, biography
and travel arising, it is thought, from the new catalogue of the Lower Hall in those

departments over the corresponding period of last year was 73 percent., while the

ntire use of the Lower Hall increased only 8 per cent. During December, the relative

increase was respectively ovtr 100 per ccnfr. and 7 per cent., and during January, 145

per cent, and 6 per cent.

The catalogue of the Public Library of Quiucy, Mass., also deserves

mention as a successful effort in the same direction. Tbe general plan

is similar, but this catalogue by omitting imprints has gained room for

such brief but meaning notes as Illustr., Portraits, Fiction, Juv. Fict.;

or phrases explaining obscure or misleading titles, as u
[Journey to the

South during the Rebellion]," for Lawrence's "Border and Bastille;"
*'
[London Firemen]

" for Ballantine's "Life in the Red Brigade." Tables

of contents are given and considerable analysis, at least so far as to

refer under subjects to topics discussed in certain books incidentally but

not at sufficient length to justify the insertion of the book in the sub-

ject-list. But a new feature, at any rate for a town library, is the clew

given to the valuable matter buried in periodical literature. There are

nearly 4,000 references to magazine articles, which is much the same to

those who are looking up subjects as if 4,000 volumes had been added to

the library. The articles in our best periodicals are fully equal in ability
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and learning, anil, what is more, iu readableness, to our books; in fact,

our books are in great measure republicatious of them
;
but they are

ordinarily accessible only^for desultory that is, for the least valuable

reading.

The money that this catalogue cost might have bought 2,000 vol-

umes, but it is plain that 7,001) volumes read as these will now be are

worth twice 9,000 used in the unintelligent, aimless way in which many
town libraries are necessarily used. It might be well for those which

have little money to spend in printing to procure a few copies of tins

catalogue for use in their reading-room, to mark those books which they

have, and to publish a list, annotated if possible, of all their books

not in the Quincy Library as a supplement.
1 A similar use might be

made of the Boston Catalogue of History, etc., of its List of historical

fiction, and of its lately published Catalogue Notes on English History.

It is to be hoped that these are not the only annotated catalogues which

we are to have from this source
;
that a Science list, a Fine Arts list, a

Political and Social Science list may in time appear; if not, some other

large library should take up the work.

But, without going so deeply into the matter as the Quincy and Boston

catalogues have done, every librarian must do something of what is called

analysis, that is, catalogue under author or subject, or both, treatises which,
as he has them, are not separate books, such as the pamphlets iu Force's

or Somers's tracts, the lives in Sparks's American biography, the works iu

various -'
libraries," so called, articles in periodicals, etc. The character

of the works selected for analysis will differ much, according to the needs

of those who use the library. Articles in Harper's Monthly, Appleton's

Journal, etc.,* should be brought out where school-boys are the chief

readers, for whom the analysis of Rundschau, Archivio Storico,

Archiv fur Chimie, would be utterly useless, supposing the library

by any chance to have those periodicals. Something similar is true of

city libraries, but for colleges and learned societies just the reverse.

Analysis is less needful for those works which there are other means of

getting at, whether by general indexes, (as Poole's Index to Periodicals

and its expected continuation, the Royal Society's Index to Scientific

Papers,) or special indexes of any periodical for a series of years, (as

those of the Revue des Deux Mondes, Historisches Jahrbtich, His-

torische Zeitschrift, Harper's Monthly, Bibliotheca Sacra, etc.,) or otlu-r

catalogues, (as the Congress, the San Francisco, the Boston Atlu--

HOMIIII.) Yet any one may for special reasons bring out some particular

article or a whole class of articles already rcforml to in these iinl-\<-.

'It would be economical for several neighboring libraries to publish a joint catalogue

in a sin.;!,, alphabet, the books belong n-,' toeadi li.-ini; denoted by its initial, a- is done

in the bulletins of the Huston Public Library for its branches. The expense should In-

divided iu proportion to the number of volumes in each library. Ivu-h would have to

pay for somewhat more, paper than if its catalogue were issued .separately, but 8O

many books arc common to our town libraries that then- would be a re;it S :I MII in

type-setting; especially if imprints were omitted, so that different editions would need

only a sinylo entry.
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or in a note make a reference to tbe indexes; for, after all, there are

many subjects for which one might not think of consulting them, and
it is not every reader who knows of their existence. 1

The author- and subject-catalogue may be kept separate or mixed in

one alphabet. When the subject-part is systematically classed, conjunc-
tion is impossible; when it is made on Mr. Abbot's plan, conjunction
is possible, but inexpedient. For the dictionary system one alphabet is

decidedly to be preferred, if for no other reason, because it admits of

bringing a man's own works into juxtaposition with works about him

lives, eulogies, criticisms, replies, etc., instead of separating them, as

is done in Watt's Dictionary, etc., and in all classed catalogues. Yet
there is the slight disadvantage that the mind is diverted from its

object by the presence of headings of other kinds than the one wanted
;

title- and subject-headings especially interfering with one another.

II. FEINTED OR MANUSCRIPT?

Whether or not the catalogue slumld be printed depends in large
measure upon circumstances.

Tlie advantages of a printed catalogue are briefly :

1. That it is in less danger of partial or total destruction than a manu-

script volume or drawers of cards. To be sure the destruction of any

part of a catalogue is very unlikely except by fire, and if the library

should be burned, the catalogue generally might as well be. It would

indeed be of use in replacing the library, and if it had been carefully

made, it would help the making of a new catalogue, even if the library

should be only partially replaced. The research and thought that go to

the making of a catalogue are considerable, and it would 'be a pity if all

were lost. This reasofi, however, is not of much weight, as the circum-

stances under which it would apply are not likely to arise.

2. That it can be consulted out of the library. This reason has

always some force. How much it has in any given case depends on

the character of the library and of those who use it. In the case of

college libraries, for instance, it is very weak. Both professors and

students usually live near the library or go near it several times a day
in their attendance on lectures and recitations. Besides, they must

go or send to the library to get the book after they have discovered by
the catalogue that it is there. For town and city libraries, especially

in large cities, where the hurry of modern life makes it important to

save every moment, the printed catalogue has a greater chance of use-

fulness at home; and yet it is doubtful if its use there very often saves

trouble. What the general feeling is on this point may be gathered in

some degree from the very limited sale of catalogues. In nine libraries

which have published them within the past few years the sale has

averaged 2G5 copies each.2

Analysis is a useful exercise for the cataloguer. It lifts his mind out of a state-

of abject dependence on the title. To analyze, one must look inside the book.

: See the table on page 568-71.
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3. That it can be consulted in other libraries. Here again much

depends upon the size of the library and the character of the catalogue.
Those of the Library of Congress, of the Boston Public Library, (espe-

cially its late Class-list of History,) of the Mercantile Library of Sai

Francisco, are continually consulted in other libraries, but an ordinary

catalogue of a small town library is not likely to be of use in any other

town. And it.may always fairly be questioned by trustees how far the

benefit to any other library is a justification for incurring the expense
of printing.

4. That it is easier to read than the best manuscript volume,
1 and

very much easier to consult. A card presents to the eye only one title

at a time, whereas a printed catalogue generally has all an author's

works on a single page. Time and patience are lost in turning over

cards, and it is not easy either to find the particular title that is wanted
or to compare different titles and make a selection. It is difficult also

to pick one's way among the confusing series of names like Godefried,

Godefroi, Gotlofredus, and Gottfried, or among the Aliens, the Will-

iamses, or the John Smiths. Here again everything depends on the

hurry or impatience of those who consult the catalogue. If that is so

great that a very slight impediment will cause them to give up the

search altogether or never undertake a search after having failed once,

printing is necessary; but in college and country libraries this can

hardly be the case.

5. That several persons can consult it at once. In the case of much
used libraries this is decisive. At Lawrence, fifty copies are in constant

use in the delivery-room. To make fifty copies of a manuscript cata-

logue and to renew them as often as they wore out, would be more

expensive than to print. A card-catalogue, to be sure, can be so

arranged in drawers as to admit of simultaneous consultation. At
Harvard College Library forty-eight persons could use the cards at

once, provided none of them wanted to see the same part of the cata-

logue. Indeed, by taking out the drawers, which is allowed, 335

persons could be accommodated at once if their wants happened to be

spread evenly through the alphabet. Of course that would never lr

the case. Certain drawers are often in request, others not at all
;
but I

believe little practical inconvenience arises, because people do not often

wish to consult a catalogue long at a time. One moves away as another

comes up.

The disadvantages of a printed catalogue are:

1. That it is costly, and, if full and accurate, very costly.

2. That a mistake once made is made forever; whereas in a card cat-

alogue a mistake in uame or in classiiicntion or in copying tin* title can

be corrected at any time. (On the other hand the order of a printed

1 This is especially true in regard to long notes, such as those concerning courses of

reading which make the Quincy catalogue so valuable.
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catalogue is fixed, but iu a card-catalogue order is easily disturbed, and
a card misplaced is a book lost.)

. 3. It is out of date before it is published. As it cannot contain the

newest books, the very ones most sought for, fresh supplements are

continually needed, each of which causes an additional loss of time and

patience to consulters. The average man will not look in over four

places for a book. A few, very persevering or driven by a great need,
will go as far as five or six. It becomes necessary, therefore, if the cat-

alogue is to be of any use, to print consolidated supplements every five

years, and that is expensive. The Boston Public Library reprints the

whole catalogue of some particular class, as fiction or history, every two

or three years. The Library of Congress has printed annual supple-

ments, and reprints its whole catalogue from time to time. But it is not

every one that can afford to do this. The card-catalogue has no such

difficulty. Additions can always be made without disturbing the alpha-

betic order, and the titles of new books can be inserted on the very day
on which they are received.

If the library is too poor to keep up with current literature (to say

nothing of supplying gaps in the past) it seems very extravagant for it

to spend any money on type, paper, and press work. But if the library

is not as much used as it ought to be, it may be worth while (since a

library so far as it is unused is useless) to increase the call for books

by printing and circulating a catalogue in short, to advertise. It

is true that the parallel here suggested is not exact. The increase of

business which is profitable to the merchant brings in no money to the

free public library, but it may prevent the money already spent in books

being a loss, as it certainly is while the books lie idle on the shelves.

It may be well, however, for a library committee to consider whether

there are not other means to increase their circulation an occasional

lecture from some competent person on the benefits and the best meth-

ods of reading ;
words in season from the ministers and the school-

teachers, and the addition to the library of attractive books, especially

if lists of additions, no matter how brief, be published from time to

time.

It may be asked why printing the catalogue should always be spoken
of as a source of expense, and why the printers' bills cannot be paid by

selling copies. Because, however much the inconvenience of having no

catalogue may have been felt, however loud the demand for one may
have been, when the work is ready for delivery very few persons can be

found who are ready to pay for it. Similarly, if a town library should

charge for the loan of its books anything like what it costs to buy

them, store them, and keep them in order, it would almost annihilate its

circulation ; it would certainly cut it off from those who need it most.

People may be willing collectively to vote the money in town meeting,

but they will not pay individually for either books or catalogue.

In conclusion, a printed catalogue is a great convenience. If there is
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money specially intended for printing, or if money can be obtained for

this purpose, without diminishing the funds for the purchase of books,

by all means print. But^ff the printing is going to stop or seriously
diminish the purchase of books, try the card-catalogue. See if you can-

not educate your people to use that, and to get full as much good from

it as they would from printed pages. Or combine with the cards one of

the cheaper forms of printed catalogues. This will accomplish many
of the purposes -of the more expensive catalogues, so many that its

deficiencies will hardly be noticed. But if the library has any prospect
of growth it ought to be accompanied by a properly made card-cata-

logue.

To turn from the smaller to the larger libraries. In 1873 the examin-

ing committee of the Boston Public Library writes:

We have long passed the period when it was possible to piiut in one alphabet, upon
any intelligible >y.->tenj, the titles of all ibe books contained iu our libraries.

This amounts to saying that it is impossible to make a catalogue of a

large library in one alphabet, for of course a system which is intelligible

on cards will be still more intelligible in print. There is in fact no im-

possibility in printing upon the dictionary system the catalogue of a

million volumes. It is simply a question of money. Of course it cannot

be done in any reasonable time by one man. A library which has ten

times as many books must have ten times as many cataloguers and ten

times as many revisers to do the work in an equal time an evident fact

generally overlooked. "Such an undertaking would be enormously

expensive." Yes; but if it is worth $4,000 to print the catalogue of

20,000 volumes, why is it not worth $40,000 to print the catalogue of

200,000 volumes? The larger catalogue will bring ten times as many
books before the notice of each person, and will contain books likely to

be of use to many more people. "When concluded at the end of live

or ten'years, the continual additions during that period would require

the whole to be done over again." By no means; they would simply

require the printing of a supplement. Let supplements be reprinted

occasionally, as their multiplication requires; when they contain as

many volumes as the original catalogue, it will be time to talk of reprint-

ing the whole in one alphabet. Additions previous to the printing of a-

supplement can be kept upon cards even for some jears; but the incon-

veniences of a card-catalogue increase in much greater ratio than its

bulk. The card-catalogue of 100,000 volumes needs very careful manage-
ment to be endurable.

It may be well to warn the cataloguer who is thinking of giving his

labor typographical permanence, that a printer's idea of a haml.Mme

page is one in which there is no break whatever; absolute uniformity

of type and lines. Whatever disturbs this paragraphs, spaces within

paragraphs, spaced words, italics, small capitals, heavy-faced t\pe.

figures is in his eyes a blemish. Ko matter how necessary these varie-

ties may be to express the thought clearly, they are to him only a
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necessary evil. A catalogue, therefore, is at best a typographical

abomination; and if you insist upon such a variety of type as is-

employed in the catalogue of the Boston Athenaeum you will meet with

a determined opposition. The declaration that such a page is very

ugly you may believe or not, following your own judgment, but cre.dil

him when he says that it is costly. The copy must be marked with great

care for the different varieties of type ;
the cases in the composing room

must have a special arrangement; there must be special composers for

the work, who will need considerable practice before they will set rap-

idly ;
and the proof must be read very carefully. Nevertheless, a large

library should use at least the heavy type and the small capitals. It ifc

essential that the distinctions which are emphasized by their use should

be emphasized. A difference of type expresses a great deal very briefly,

and, as soon as it is understood, conveys an idea much better than many
words. Care should be taken to secure the most economical indention

consistent with clearness of effect; notes and contents are often printed

wastefully.
1 Whether a single or double columned page is be preferred

depends, as to economy, upon the proportion borne by the length ot

the columns to the average length of titles; and, as to looks, upon the

proportion of the size of the type to the size of the page. If a column

is more than 30 ems wide, the eye will be fatigued in following so long
a line; if it is narrower than 20 ems, it will be fatigued by a too fre-

quent transition from one line to another. Too wide pages give the

printer much "
fat;" too narrow pages in a title-a-line catalogue lead to

improper shortening of titles, important facts being left out, or words

awkwardly abbreviated.

The mechanical arrangements for a card-catalogue are described at

sufficient length in Professor Abbot's report on the new catalogue of

Harvard College Library, included in the Examining Committee's Report
for 1863.2

l l have examined two catalogues printed in the same type, one of which has 2,86/

words for every 10,000 ems, the other only 1,227 words
;
the difference arising entirely

from different indention, and the first, notwithstanding its economy, being very clear.

2 Form of Ihe card, on a reduced ca1e.
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To this it may be added that the contents of the drawers may be indi-

cated by a card inserted in a slit in the front of the drawer and showing
in part through an oval

oijening
turned in the front.

a a slit. b opening. c handles.

altitude that tbe highest drawer is not too high nor the lowest too low to admit of a

convenient examination of its contents. Each drawer is about 15J inches long, 10?

inches wide, and 2 inches deep, inside measure, and being divided by a thin partition

running lengthwise through the middle, contains two rows of cards. It is prevented

from being pulled out accidentally by a wooden button screwed on the inside of the

back of each half drawer, and, when turned np, projecting a little above it. The

drawer, on being pulled out, is therefore stopped by the buttons when they reach the

hori/ontul partition in front on which the drawer above it rests. If the buttons are

tinned down, the drawer may be taken out.

The cases of which these drawers form the upper part are oach about 4 feet 3 inches

long and 19 inches wide, and stand on casters. Their height is such that the bottom

of the lowest drawer is about 32 inches from the floor, and the top of the highest "> I

inches. They are closed at the back, and the space in front below the drawers is left open

to be occupied with books, so that no room is lost. . . . Suppose a drawer half full

of cards; how shall these be retained in their proper position, so that they shall not

fall down, and so that they may be easily manipulated, always presenting their titles

fairly to the eye ? This object is effected by two wooden blocks. The first of thesj is If

No. 1. Xo. 2.

Jin.

.

X,,. i._Fixed block in the front of the drawer. No. 2. Movable block behind the rardu.

indies high, inches wide at the base, | inch wide at the top, and in length just .-.pial

In the width of the half-drawer, in the front of which it is fixed, with its sloping side

facing the cards. The second block 1 inches wide at the bottom, J i*-'h wide at

the top, 1 inch high, and in length about inch less than the width of the half-drawer,

is placed directly behind the cards, iu contact with them, and is prevented from hid-

ing back by a thumb-wedge, easily movable, interposed between the right end of the

block and the side of the drawer," so that, although the drawer may contain only a

very few cards, they are kept in their proper place between the two block*

block, presenting its oblique side to the cards, gives them a tendency to im-lim-

* Or by pins projecting from the bottom bf the block and fitting Into hole. In the bottom of tli

01 l,y n.ii-.lles driven aslant through the blocks. 06 is tho needle, e the back of the drawe
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I will only add that, although the 2 by 5 inch card is long enough for

all titles, a useful addition can be made to the plan by having cards 6

inches long by 10i inches wide for long notes or "contents," these cards

to be kept in a separate drawer, filling the space of two of the ordinary

drawers, and properly labeled;, also, lhat the lettering of the drawers
should be large and distinct, and that the guide-blocks ought to be put
at very short intervals, never over 1 inch. It is well, also, to insert

special guide-blocks for all noted authors who are likely to be much
looked for, adding to the family name some epithet besides the Christian

name, which to most people gives very little help ; thus,
" MACATJLA.Y,

T. B., the historian;" "SMITH, Wm., (Dictionaries) j"
not merely

" MA-

CAULAY, T. B.,"
" SMITH, Wm." Attention to such details will make a

catalogue easy or even pleasant to consult, when otherwise it will weary
and repel. The Taylor patent drawers are by far the best, but they cost

$2 each more than ordinary drawers; nearly the same result can be had

by prolonging the sides of the drawers beyond the part filled by cards,
so as to furnish a good supporting leverage.
In 1874 M. Bonnange published a Projet d'un catalogue universel

des productions intellectuelles, which is simply a plan for a card-cata-

logue whose parts cannot be disarranged.
1 His cards are in two parts ;

ward in that position which is found to be most convenient when one wishes to exam-
ine them in search of a name. Those which have been passed by in the manipulation
lean forward, resting on the block in the front of the drawer so that a wide opening is

left at the place of examination, and one can read the title with facility without

raising the card from the drawer.

The cards are supposed to stand on their edges between the two blocks, in their

normal position leaning against No. 2.

But there is another difficulty to be overcome. We have a drawer containing per-

haps five hundred cards, forming a mass about seven inches in length, and embracing
the titles and references under the names of authors from Abxrbanel to Apuleius. Sup-

pose that I wish to find Aikin, or Ames, into what part of that mass shall I plunge ?

This difficulty is relieved by the use of wooden blocks about one-eighth of an inch thick

of the same length as the cards, but a little higher, with the top beveled at such an

angle that when placed among the cards as they stand in their normal position, leaning

against the block behind them, it shall present to the eye a level surface. The upper

part of each of these blocks is covered with buff-colored envelope paper, smoothly

pasted on. On their beveled edges, thus covered, we write or print Ac, Ad, Ae, Af,

Ag, Ai, Ak, Al, Ale, Aim, etc. The blocks so labeled being inserted in their proper

places among the cards, perform the same office as the head-lines in a dictionary, en-

abling a person to find a title in one quarter of the time which would be required with-

out them, and facilitating in an equal degree the distribution of new cards in their

proper places among the old. The advantage of the beveled edge is this, that in what-

ever position the cards in the drawer may stand, inclining forward or backward, the

labels are easily read. A tolerable substitute for these blocks, if the room which they

occupy is grudged, may be found in cards about one-fifch of an inch higher than the title-

cards in the drawers. On the projecting margin of these the labels are written, which

are very conspicuous when the cards lean backward ;
when they do not, it is easy to

give them that inclination. These projecting cards and blocks also facilitate the ma-

nipulation of the title-cards, and partially save them from wear.
1 M. Bonnange falls into the mistake of asserting that card-catalogues were abandoned

in the United States because the only method of preventing the displacement of cards
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the upper (containing the title) is connected with the base (on which is

the accessions number) by a cloth joint. The base is in the form of aii

arch, of which the sides are broad in proportion to the archway.

Through the tunnel forJed by many cards standing side by side,

passes a long screw, resting in a fixed block at one end of the Hue of

cards
;
at the other eud is a nut as large as the base of the cards. As

the screw is made to revolve, this nut moves forward or backward
and presses the cards together or lets them fall apart. When they
are pressed together they resemble a book, the screw being the bind-

ing, the upper part of the cards corresponding to the leaves. New
cards can be inserted by merely loosening the screw. If the upper part
of fie card is accidentally or maliciously torn away, the base will re-

main, bearing the accessions-number, by the aid of which the upper

part can easily be rewritten. The cards may be shut up in drawers or

be arranged on au inclined plane of the height of a standing desk, and
in this position, besides being more likely to have a sufficiency of light,

which is sometimes not the case with cards in drawers, they may, by
reason of their joint, be turned from right to left or the reverse, like the

pages of a book, and so, very economically, be written on both sides-

By a different disposition, they might be made to move up and down.

The joint arrangement is the distinctive point of M. Bonnange's system.
Whether the cards are kept in drawers or on a stand, they will occupy
more room than those now in use in American libraries, by all the space
which the base occupies; if kept on a stand they will need very much
more space.

1 M. Bonnange gives a lithograph of a stand containing

10,000 cards. One of similar si/e in Harvard College Library will contain

225,000 of the cards used in Professor Abbot's system. The library now
has three such cases, and will need three more to hold its complete cat-

alogue, covering 1G8 square feet. With M. Bonuange's cards it would

require eighty-four such cases, covering 2,352 square feet, which is more

space than most libraries can command. The cost, too, as given by the

author, is nearly five times that of the Abbot cards : $11 instead of $2.25

a thousand. The systome Bonnauge has one advantage it is easier to

read the pages of a book than cards placed in a drawer; but, ii the al-

phabetical arrangement is to be observed, only one title can be put ou

each of his cards, so that he does not get the chief advantage of a printed

catalogue. There remains, then, only his method of fastening the cards
?

so that the careless public cannot take them from the drawers and ruin

the order. It is perfectly effectual, but so is the simpler method used

when cards were first introduced, thirty years ago, then abandoned, and

lately revived at the University of Bochester passing a \\ire through

running a rod through them was found to be too clumsy. Ou the contrary, their use

is becoming more general; even those libraries which print their catalogues make them

mi and print them from cards.

1 Mr. Winsor has constructed a case somewhat on the Honnange plan, but Teas sloping,

for cards without the Bonnange bases. This is designed to be used in a narrow place,

where it would bo impossible to pull out drawers.
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a comparatively large hole in the lower part of the cards. It appears that

a Paris librarian, M. Pin9on, has tried this, but that his plan interferes

with putting in additions and prevents the cards turning readily, so that

they cannot comfortably be consulted. Evidently M. Pii^on's rod was

too largeor his hole too small. The rod employed by Professor Eobiuson,
of Rochester, is removed and replaced without any difficulty,

1 and does

not affect the mobility of the cards at all.

A drawer 2L inches long and 10| inches wide will hold comfortably

3,600 of the 2x5 inch cards, with all the necessary guide-blocks. (If

cards are used for guides instead of wooden blocks, the drawer will hold

400 more cards.) According to an account kept at Harvard College

Library, (alphabetico classed catalogue,) 32,727 volumes (or 15,108 works)

required 2.136 cards per volume. In an account kept at the Boston

Athenaeum, (dictionary catalogue,) 7,500 volumes required 2.75 cards

per volume. In the latter case there were hardly any long sets. At
this rate the drawer mentioned above would hold the catalogue of 1,300

volumes.
III. TABLES.

Etymologically, the name "dictionary," applied to catalogue would be

synonymous with alphabetical, and would include the Harvard College

type; but inasmuch as it came into use when the alphabetic cata-

logues, with specific entry, were the only ones in use, and was first

employed by men who had catalogues of that kind in mind, and as a

name is still needed for these, it seems best to restrict the term to that

branch of the family alphabetical which includes its entries and cross-

references in one undivided alphabet, and prefers specific to class

^entry ;
that is, to such catalogues as those of the Boston Mercantile Li-

brary (1854) and the Boston Public Library (1861).

The early dictionary catalogues had little form entry, chiefly because

they considered it unnecessary, but partly, perhaps, because form entry

is (in one sense) class entry, and anything of that sort, even in alpha-

betic order, shared the disfavor of systematic classed catalogues. But

form entry having been found very convenient in certain cases, more or

less has been introduced in various catalogues, which are therefore de-

clared by some to be no longer of the pure dictionary stock, but hybrid,

part of a classed catalogue being grafted, and badly grafted, on a dic-

tionary.

To me it seems that this new variety, as it retains, throughout, both

of the characteristics of the dictionary species, alphabetical arrange-

ment and specific entry, should retain the old name. I would call the

ordinary variety the triple dictionary, (author, title, and subject,) the

new one the quadruple dictionary, (author, title, subject, and form.)

1 Hole fV of an inch in diameter, rod inch, slightly pointed. When inserting the

rod the car4s are to be brought together against one side of the drawer by a tin mis-

applied on the other
;
whole process momentary.
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TABLE I. CLASSIFICATION OF CATALOGUES.

a. Possible.

Single :

J
--

~

= 3

-5 <

SPECIES. VARIETY.

( f Author. Common.

I
Title. Used in some fiction-lists. I

j
Subject. Chiefly used in indexes to author-catalogues.

[ Form. Chiefly used for single forms or

f A. & T. Common.

A. &S.

A. & F.

T. & S. Chiefly used in indexes of author-catalogues.

T. & F.

S. &F.

Double:

Triple :

f A.,T., S. 1

A.,T,F.

j

A-, S., F.

I T., S., F.

"Dictionary"

par excellence.

Divided as they have

S.or S. W.

cr. refs. or not.

Contents or not.

I Quadruple: A., T., S., F.

Quadruple: (A., T., S., F.)

P I I
n .8 ^
a s g S

a
Ia

'f- im S

Triple: A..T..S.

I With

I With

;

With uniform class snbentry.

i class or dictionary subentry.

f With uniform class subentry. (Abl ot.)

Quadruple: A., T., S.. 1 .

,

( With cl^ss or dictionary subcntry. (>oyeg.)

a K H
5 ^

30 E
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TABLE II. CLASSIFICATION OF CATALOGUES.

Jt. Hinds in actual use, with typical examples.

fA.

Single: ^T.
IS.

L. &T.
Double :

;
A . A- S.

I T. & S.

/ A., T., S. W. Asyndetic. Bost Merc., Bost Pub. in part.
Tripe: .,

-.b.^ A)T g Syndetic. Bost. Pub. in part

I
*-

Quadruple : A., T., S., F. Syndetic. Bost. Ath.

k 5,N

Quadruple: A.,T., S., F.
One alphabet. Brooklyn Merc.

5 'g

* Boston Athenajum is an imperfect quadruple ;
its title-catalogue might be fuller

;
its form-catalogue

consists of entries for collections only, and references for individual authors. Boston Public and Bos-

ton Mercantile have entries for collections, and so far might be classed as quadruple, bat these are

rather title-entries than form-entries.
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TABLE IV .

The different catalogues economize

No. 1. BOSTON by limiting titles to one line;

MERCANTILE, omitting cross-references
;

(1854.) omitting form lists, (as a rale ;)

combining title and subject references.

No. 2. BOSTON by omitting imprints under subjects ;

PUBLIC, omitting imprints under titles
;

(I860.) omitting form lists, (as a rule
;
inserts more than the first.)

No. 3. BOSTON by omitting imprints under titles, except for anonyma and fiction
;

ATHENAEUM. omitting form lists, (as a rule
; inserts more than the others.)

ALL THREE. by entering titles only under the subject-heading, and not under any
including class, and by making few references to annotators, edi-

tors, translators.

HARVARD by entering subjects in one class only, with references from others to

COLLEGE. which they belong.

N. Y. by omitting imprints in the classed part ;

APPRENTICES'. omitting imprints under subjects in the dictionary part ;

omitting imprints under titles in the dictionary part.

The three tables following present the same facts in three different

forms
;
and the sum and substance of the whole is that the alphabetical

catalogue is best for ready reference, and the classed catalogue for thor-

ough study.

TABLE V.

The DICTIONARY CATALOGUE gives information about

individuals (persons, places, bodies of men, nations, ships, etc. ;) with only one form of

name at once ;

individual} with more than one name or a pseudonym, by the law of average, part of the

time at once, part of the time after looking at a reference. (This is

comparatively rare.)

general subjects with only one name, at once ;

general subjects with two synonymous names, part of the time at once, part the time after

looking at a reference; but if the headings are well chosen the in-

quirer is right at first more than half the time.

general subjects with several names, as above mutatis nfutandis. (Very few such cases.)

all about a subject, if it is very specific, so that there are no subordinate subjects, at

once, except that for what is in more general works one must look in many dift'er-

ent places, and the more specific the subject is the more including classes there

are likely to be; and the dictionary catalogue expects the reader to discover them

by his knowledge of the subject, seldom giving him the assistance of any cross-

references.

all the works in a language ; No. 1 gives no information; No. 2 gives the lists of very

unusual languages, so that it is then found at once; No. 3 gives more such lists.

all the works in a literature, (French, German, etc. ;) No. 1 gives no information ; No.

2 gives lists of collections; No. 3 gives lists of collections and refers to individual

authors.
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all the works iu a form of literature, (Drama, Poetry ;) No. 1 gives no information
;

No. 2 gives lists of collections
;
No. 3 distributes them by nations, and then gives

lists of collections and
refifrs

to individual authors.

%* In these four cases, ifcomplete information is wanted, the dictionary catalogue
furnishes it very slowly and with much trouble

;
but the cases where absolutely

complete information is wanted being comparatively rare, and the dictionary cata-

logue being capable of giving such information as most people want without much
trouble to them, the plan works better iu practice than it looks in theory. In cer-

tain cases where people do want complete information quickly, (as in regard to

novels, plays, French literature,) it is not unusual for dictionary catalogues to give
full lists, which they can do quite as conveniently to the reader as the other kinds

of catalogues.

The ALPHABETICO-CLASSED CATALOGUE gives iftformation about

individuals, after one has found out where they are entered, either by a reference or by

knowledge of the system.

general subordinate subjects the same.

cliwKCS the same as subjects in the dictionary catalogue.
all about an individual to one who looks in several classes.

all about a general subordinate subject, after one has found under what it is entered.

all about a class the same as subjects in the dictionary catalogue.

all the works in a rare language, in a literature, or in a form of literature, the same as

a class.

The CLASSED CATALOGUE gives information about

individuals when one has found out in wliat class they are entered, and where the class

is, by studying the scheme of classification.

general subordinate subjects the same.

classes the same.

all about individuals, general subordinate subjects, and classes the same.

The COMBINED CATALOGUE gives information about

individuals like a dictionary.

iji'm-ral subordinate subjects the same.

all about individuals the same. ,

all about general subordinate subjects and classes of subjects like the classed cata-

logue, with the advantage of having an alphabetical index of subjects to assist

iu finding the places where they are entered.

TABLE VI.

The DICTIONARY CATALOGUE

briny* together 1. All the works specially on any I Whether it be an individual or a

subject.

1. Related subjects.

i. Parts of classes.

<
ioc.t//.s 1. The information about subjects

(individual or not) which is to

bo found in works more general
than the subjects.

class, or belongs to one or to

several classes.

Hardly distinguishable from the

next number.

As Bones, Muscles, N'erve*. whieh

a classed catalogue would bring

together under Anatomy.

E. g. The information about Apea

to In- found in a general \\oik

mi /.oology. This happon* with

almost i'very subject.
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The ALPHABETICO-CLASSED CATALOGUE

brings together 1. Many related subjects, (chiefly the

less extensive.)

2. All the works on subjects that

belong only to one class.

separates 1. Some related subjects, or, in other

words, parts of classes, (chiefly

the more extensive subjects.)

2. Works on general subjects which

belong to more than one cla s.

3. Works on individual subjects
which belong to more than one

class.

conceals 1. Occasionally, the information

about subjects which is to be

found iu works more general
than the class to which the sub-

ject belongs.

These form the "branches" and

"sections" under the classes.

Being dispersed by the alphabet,

they may be dispersed widely.

A frequent and serious evil, partly
overcome by making such sub-

jects independent headings.
A serious evil not overcome in the

present plans.

Infrequent, and not very impor-
tant when it does occur.

The COMBINED CATALOGUE

Irings together

(in the

dictionary part)

(in the

1. All the works specially

on any subject.

f 2. Related subjects.

3. All the works on snb-

systematic part)]
I

separates

(in the

systematic part)

jects included in one

class only.

1. Some related subjects.

conceals

(in the

systematic part)

1 1. Occasionally, the infor-

mation about subjects
which is to be found in

works more general
than the class to which

j
the subject belongs.

2. Especially such informa-

tion about subjects on

which there is no mon-

ograph.

Whether it be an individual or a

class, or belongs to one or to

several classes.

No system of classification caa

bring everything related to-

gether, but the dispersion in a

classed catalogue is not usually

so wide as in an alphabetical.

If there is no special work in the

library on the robin, the in-

quirer has nothing but his

knowledge of natural history

to tell him where to look for

general works containing ac-

counts of that bird.
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TABLE VII.

To sum up, the answer to Specific questions, General questions,
is given by the

DICTIONARY CATALOGUE,

ALPHABETICO-CLASSED,

SYSTEMATIC,

COMBINED,

quickly,
less quickly,

with difficulty,

quickly,

with difficulty,

easily and fully,

easily and fully,

easily and fully.

There are numberless exceptions, drawbacks, and limitations to these

statements, but on the whole they are correct and exhibit the leading
characters of the different catalogues.

So much for facility of use
;
as to facility of making there is not much

difference between the different plans, if thoroughly carried out. The

subject-word dictionary is very easy to make when applied to small

English, unscientific libraries. The syndetic subject dictionary is no

easier than the classed
; indeed, it has difficulties of its own which the

classed escapes altogether, and some which the dictionary part of the

Schwartz catalogue escapes by having no need of cross-references and

no trouble from synonyms.

TABLE VIII.

In June, 1875, a circular was sent to seventy-five libraries which had

lately printed catalogues. The answers received are given in Tables

VIII-XL
What did your last catalogue cost to print ?

How many volumes did it catalogue ?

How long was it printing?
How many copies were printed?
How long is it since it was ready for sale ?

How much do you sell it for ?

How many have you sold ?

How many have you given away ?



5G8 Public Libraries in the United States.

TABLE VIII. Cost

A., Author; An., Analysis; C., Having contents ; Cld., Classed :

1

8

S

4

5

6

7

8

U

11

18

13

14

15

M
17

1-

19

M
81

8i

-j:(

M

35
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of printing.

I) :ta, Like Boston Mercantile ; D 3b, Like Boston Public : T., Title.
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TABLE VIII. Cost

86

27

98

-j;

30

31

:!->

33

34

35

3.;

37

3d

31

40

41

43

44

4.-,

M

47

48

49

:.o

51

58

:.'i

.-,4

55

oi;

57
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of printing. Continued.

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

M
38

39

40

4t

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

4'J

50

51

52

r.:t

51

55

M
57
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TABLE IX.

Do you think it worth while (for your library) to print!

1, Amherst ; 2, Andover. Yea.

3. Astor. It is absolutely necessary to print the catalogue of a large library. The

expense, however, is so heavy that it cannot be often repeated.

4. Baltimore. Yes; provided the income of the library is sufficiently large to warrant

the expenditure.
'

5. Bigelow Library Company. As we are situated, yes; absolutely necessary.

6. Boston Athenamin. Yes; and for the part of the library which might be called
"
reference," even more than for the "circulating" department. (With us both

classes of books circulate.) The increase in usefulness of the library will be

greater than if the cost of printing had been expended in books.

7. Boston Public Library, (History, Biography, and Travel.) Yes, of this kind, as it

has had a marked effect in elevating the character of the circulation. We do

not think it worth while to print any more general catalogues of our higher

departments.
8. Boston Social Law Library. Yes.

9. Bowdoin College. We think our catalogue has been an advertisement of the col-

lege. Whether the college has been paid for its labor and expense is a question .

10. Bronson. It may be best to always have a printed catalogue for the circulating

department ;
for the reference library, I think not. Wr

e print annual supple-

ments for the circulating library.

11. Brookline. Pecuniarily, No! In every other way, most emphatically, Yes! Itmeefe

an urgent demand from the public, as well as a need within the library, and facil-

itates all the routine work of the circulatiug department beyond measure.

12. Chicopee. Yes.

13. Concord. $o, if you take money as the basis of " worth while ;" but if the library

can afford it, yes, taking convenience to borrowers and librarians as the basis;

although a card-catalogue will answer for librarian.

14, 15. Congress. Yes, emphatically. The collection would bo incalculably crippled in

usefulness without a printed catalogue.

16. Detroit. We must have a key to the library of some sort.

17. East Walpole; 18, Hartford; 19, Hatboro'; 20, Hollis. Yes.

21. Holton, Brighton. Merged in the Boston Public Library.
22. Holyoke. Yes.

23. Indianapolis. I should certainly never attempt another in the same manner. The

finding lists of the Public Library of Boston (especially
"
History, Biography,

and Travel") are to nay mind the best standard of what catalogues in a large

circulating library ought to be.

24. Lancaster. Yes.

25. Lawrence. Yes! With such a circulation as we have we could not do without one.

Nearly fifty copies are kept in the delivery-room for reference.

26. Leicester. We could not carry on the library at all without it.

27. Linonian. We regard a printed catalogue of this library as indispensable. The

catalogue of the college library we do not propose to print.

23. Lowell. For the good of subscribers, yes.

23. Massachusetts State. There is one in preparation.
30. Meadville. No, with the small amount of funds at our disposal.

31. Medford. Yes.

32. Milton. We certainly do. WT
e have also printed three bulletins, at a cost of 150

each.

33. Milwaukee. We feel the need of a new catalogue. .

34. New Badford. Yes.
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I!."). New York Apprentices'. We do not see how we could carry on a circulating library
like ours, averaging

500 volumes a day, without one. A manuscript catalogue
would be almost as bad as none at all.

36, Newburyport ; 37, Newton ; 33, Peabody, Georgetown. Yes.

39. Peabody Institute, Peabody. We have ten copies in use iu the reading-room.
40. Pennsylvania State. Could not do without it.

4T. Peoria. We are in doubt.

42. Philadelphia Mercantile. Probably we shall print a supplement in a year or two.
43. Quincy Public. Yes.

44. St. Louis Mercantile. Yes.

45, 46. St. Louis Public School. Yes
; although no printed catalogue can contain the

latest additions. Many consider it of great value to consult the catalogue at

home. It further gives a good idea of the character of the library.

47. San Francisco. I consider it invaluable, iu the library, and a handy book for any
student or reader.

48. Somerville. Yes.

I'.i. Springfield. It was necessary for us to have a printed copy for use in onr library.

-urgeon-General's; 51, Tennessee; 5, University of Vermont
; 5i, Waltha in

; .">!,

Williams; 55, Wilton. Yes.

.">('). Winchester. It is necessary. ,

.">?. Worcester. Quite worth while for the circulating department. Not, however, for

the reference library, all things considered. With us the catalogue of the latter

library is principally useful to the officers. A printed catalogue would be very
useful if it gave the information contained in Mr. Winsor's list of "

Biography,
1 listory, etc."

TABLE X.

Do you still like that kind of catalogue!
What other plan do you prefer ?

Could you suggest any improvements in your present plau !

1. Amherst, (A.) Yes; because we cannot afford to print any fuller catalogue, and

this for a single catalogue is the most useful. It answers for those whose wants

are usually covered by an author-catalogue; for others we have a full manuscript

catalogue on cards.

J. Andover, (D.) Yes.

'.'>. A.stor, (A., with subject-index.) Yes
; would like a few more cross-references, so as

to enable the student to find the subjects more readily.

1. Baltimore, (Fiction.) Yes, amplified; would add a section of biographical and

historical fiction.

i'-. I'.oston Atlu;ii;rum, CD.) Yes.

B. I'.o.-,ton Social Law, (A., with subject-index.) Yes; would have greater fullness of

detail.

'.'. Howdoin College, (A., wi. diet, index.) Yes; as a proper style of such work.

For college purposes a simpler form would answer.

1". Hronsou, Waterbury. No answer.

11. Bnmkline, (D.) Most certainly, yes; prefer no plan that I over s:i\v <>r heard of.

Would like fuller analyses of the contents of books with the, consequent ref-

erences. .

I-'. Chicopee, (D.) Yes. ;

l:i. Concord, (D.) Yes
;
do not know any betterplan ; might find many improvement*

in the details.

!'. Detroit, (A.) We consider it only half a catalogue ;
we want also an index of sub-

jects..

1-. Hartford, (D.) Ye-.

lit. llatlioro'. No: it wants .simplifying for country use
;
no plan matund.
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22. Hoiyoke. Yes.

23. Indianapolis, (D.) Yes; but prefer the clasi lists of the Public Library of Boston-

The repetition of the imprint under subject and title I now believe to be un-

necessary. In the event of publishing a supplement to our present catalogue,
I shall follow the plan of the last class list of History, Biography, and Travel of

the Boston Public Library.

24. Lancaster, (Alphabetico-classed.) No.

25. Lawrence, (D.) Yes
;
but would prefer a fuller reference to subjects.

26. Leicester, (D.) Yes; with all its imperfections.

28. Lowell. Yes; with the addition of subjects in the same alphabet.

23. Massachusetts State, (A., with classed index.) One is now in preparation on the

plan of the Boston Athemeum.
30. Meadville, (A.) Only for certain purposes. Prefer a card catalogue; if printed,

one after the plan of Professor Jewett, of the Boston Public Library.

31. Medford. Yes.

33. Milwaukee. Yes
;
we know of no better plan. Improvements ? Omit the index

to subjects.

34. New Bedford. Yes.

35. New York Apprentices', (Systematic and D.) Yes; prefer no other plan. Improve-
ments ? The consolidation of Parts 2 and 3, and a revision of the classification.

Part 1 will then exhibit the subjective elements of books, and part 2 the objective

elements ; Part 1 being logical and classified, and Part 2 mechanical and alpha-
betical. The special catalogue of Fiction I should now arrange in one alphabet,
in accordance with the new basis, as its purpose is merely to exhibit the mechan-
ical or objective elements of books, viz, the author and title.

36. Newburyport, (A. T.) Very well. The catalogue lately printed by the Brookline

Public Library appears to be the most satisfactory.

37. Newton, N. J. Yes ; would make it more full by giving, in small type, a brief note

of the chief subjects in each volume, when there are more than one subject.

33. Peabody, Georgetown. No; prefer a classed catalogue.
39. Peabody Institute, Peabody, Mass., (D.) Yes; would combine the catalogue by

authors and that of titles or subjects in'one.

41. Peoria, (A., with classed index.) Yes.

42. Philadelphia Mercantile, (D.) Yes.

46. St. Louis Public School, (eld.) Yes.

47. San Francisco, (D.) I think it the mast practical plan in use. There is a wide field

for subordinate classification, etc. I could improve somewhat by making use of

a greater variety of distinctive type for references, etc.

48. Somerville, (A. and T.) Yes.
'

49. Springfield, (D.) Yes.

50. Surgeon-General's Office, (A.) Yes; if accompanied, as it will be, by a subject-cata-

logue, I like it for this library, which is devoted to one subject, and used only by
educated men. It is not the best plan for a public library.

51. Tennessee, (A., with classed index.) Yes.

52. University of Vermont, (A., with subject-index.) It serves our purpose, but is cap-
able of much improvement. I think the dictionary plan a good one.

53. Waltham. Yes.

54. Williams College, (eld.) Yes, but would combine the topical and alphabetical

arrangement in one catalogue.
55. Wilton, (D.) Yes.

56. Winchester, (D.) No, never liked it
; prefer one by titles, topics, and authors. We

are slowly making a " card catalogue."
57. Worcester, (D.) Not very well

; prefer your plan.
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TABLE XI.

Bulletins or periodical supplements.

575

1

2

3

C

H

11

12

lj

14

17

18

19

24

25

26

28

ii'.i

30

32

34

36

37

38

40

41

4J

43

44

46

40

51

r,-j

63

54

55

56

57
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.

TABLE XII.

List of printed catalogues of public libraries in the United States, arranged by the date of

publication.

It mast be understood that the following descriptions are only

approximate. Of two catalogues called dictionary, (A., T., S. W.,) the

first may enter almost every title, the second may have very few title-

entries; the one may never go beyond the title for its subject-word,
the other may often do so, and may occasionally slip into class-entry.

The varieties of catalogue shade off into each other by such imper-

ceptible degrees, and vary so much in the union of their different

characteristics that an exact account which shall be at the same time

brief cannot be made.

Giving the number of pages would have been much more useful if

the average number of titles on a page and the number of ems on a

page had been also given, but time was wanting for such a work.

The list is incomplete; it contains full descriptions of those cata-

logues only which are to be found in the libraries of the Boston

Atheuseum, the Boston Public Library, and Harvard College Library;
briefer notices of others of which 1 found mention in prefaces, in

Ludewig's Bibliotheken in den Yer.-Staaten, (published in Nautnann's

Serapeum,) and in Jewett's Notices of public libraries, and also the

date and number of pages of a very large number now in the posses-

sion of the Bureau of Education. These latter were mostly published

during the last ten years.
ABBREVIATIONS.

A. Author, Author-catalogue. (The author-catalogue usually includes title or sub-

ject-word entry for anonymous books.)

T. Title, Title-catalogue. (A subject-word entry is a variety of title-entry; when
T. and S. W. are used together, T. means entries under the first word of the

title, or some leading word which is not the subject-word.)

S. Subject-entry, Subject-catalogue.

S. W. Subject-word. (In general, the S. W. catalogues do not go behind the title

for a subject-word ;
but some occasionally, and some often, supply a subject-

word for books that have none in the title, and become so far S. catalogues.)

Imp. Imprints given.

No imp. Imprints not given.
n. p. Place of publication not given.

n. d. Date of publication not given.
Size. Typographical form given.
1 1. Titles confined to one line.

2 col. Having two columns on a page.

Cont. Contents given.
Anal. Analytical references made.

Alph. Alphabetically.

Arr., sub-arr. Arranged, sub-arranged.

CL, eld. Classes, classed.

Div. Divisions.

Cr. ref. Cross-references.

L. Librarian and apparently the compiler.

Ed. Edited, editors.

Snppl. Supplement.
Trans. Translated, translators.
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CHAPTER XXVIII.

CATALOGUES AND CATALOGUING.

I.-BY MEL.VIL DEWEY,
Amherst College Library.

II.-BY S. B. NOYES,
Mercantile Library, Brooklyn, N. T.

HI. BY JACOB SCHWARTZ,
Librarian Apprentices' Library, New York.

IV.-BY JOHN J. BAILEY,

Librarian Public School Library, St. Louis, Ho.

I. A DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION AND SUBJECT INDEX.

1>KV[S|.I> VOR CATALOGUING AND INDEXING FOUND APPLICABLE TO ARRANGING AND
M'MUKUINO BOOKS ON THK SHELVES DESCRIPTION MAY BE USED IN ANY LI-

BRMtY KXAMIM.KS NOTES.

It was thought that a description of the plan as in actual use in the

Amherst College Library would be its best explanation. It will be seen,

however, that its most valuable feature, the classification and subject

index, may bo adopted, if desired, in connection with very different cat-

alogues and methods. Though the system was devised for cataloguing
and indexing purposes, it was found on trial to be very valuable for

numbering and arranging books and pamphlets on the shelves.

Tlie plan of this classification and index was developed early in 1873.

It was the result of several months' study of library economy asset forth

in some hundreds of books, a,nd pamphlets, and of over lilty personal
visits to various American libraries. In this study, the author became
convinced that the usefulness of these libraries might be greatly in-

creased \vit.hout additional expenditure. Three years' practical use of

the system hero explained leads him to believe that it will accomplish
this result

;
for with its aid tin- catalogues, shelf lists, indexes, and ci

references essential to this increased usefulness, can be made more .

nomically than by any oMier method which he has been able to liml.

Kor the bolter understanding of t.he scheme there are appended pages
"

to s ,,f the Library Hand-book, giving a brief description of the cata-

logues ; a specimen page of the classification. aNo of the subject index;
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the directions for using the subject catalogue ;
and the condensed rules

for the headings and titles of the cards.

The library is first divided into nine special libraries, which are called

classes. These classes are (1) Philosophy, (2) Theology, (3) Sociology,

(4) Philology, (5) Natural Science, (6) Useful Arts, (7) Fine Arts, (3)

Literature, and (9) History, and are numbered with the nine digits ;

thus Class 9 is the Library of History, etc. These special libraries or

classes are then considered independently, and each one is separated

again into nine special divisions of the main subject. These divisions are

numbered from 1 to 9, as were the classes. Thus 59 is the ninth division

(Zoology) of the fifth class, (Natural Science.) A final division is then

made by separating each of these divisions into nine sections, which are

numbered in the same way with the nine digits. Thus 513 is the third

section (Geometry) of the first division (Mathematics) of the fifth class,

(Natural Science.) This number, giving class, division, and section, is

called the classification or class number, and is applied to every book or

pamphlet belonging to the library. All the geometries are thus num-

bered 513; all the mineralogies 549; and so throughout the library, all

the books on any given subject bear the number of that subject in the

scheme. Where a occurs in a class number it has its normal zero

power. Thus, a book numbered 510 is Class 5, Division 1, but no sec-

tion. This signifies that the book treats of the Division 51 (Mathemat-

ics) in general, and is not limited to any one section, as is the geometry,
marked 513. If marked 500, it would indicate a treatise on science in

general, limited to no division. A zero occurring in the first place

would in the same way show that the book is limited to no class. The

classification is mainly made by subjects or content regardless of form:

but it is found practically useful to make an additional distinction in

these general treatises, according to the form of treatment adopted.

Thus, in Science we have a large number of books treating of science in

general, and so having a for the division number. These books are

then divided into sections, as are those of the other classes, according
to the form they have taken on. We have (1) the philosophy and history

of science, (2) scientific compends, (3) dictionaries, (4) essays, (5) periodi-

cals, (G) societies, (7) education, and (8) travels all having the common

subject, Natural Science, but treating it in these varied forms. These

form distinctions are introduced here because the number of general
works is large, and the numerals allow of this division without extra

labor, for the numbers from 501 to 509 would otherwise be unused.

They apply only to the general treatises, which, without them, would

have a class number ending with two zeros. A dictionary of mathe-

matics is 510, not 503, for every book is assigned to the most specific

head that will contain it, so that 503 is limited to dictionaries or cycla

pedias of science in general. In the same way a general cyclopaedia (

periodical treats of no one class, and so is assigned to the Class

divided into cyclopaedias, periodicals, etc. No difficulty is found in fofl-
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lowing the arithmetical law and omitting the initial zero, so these num-
bers are printed 31, 32, etc., instead of 031, 032, etc.

The selection and arrangement of the thousand headings of the classi-

fication cannot be explained in detail for want of space. In all the

work, philosophical theory and accuracy have been made to yield to

practical usefulness. The impossibility of making a satisfactory classi-

fication of all knowledge as preserved in books, has been appreciated
from the first, and nothing of the kind attempted. Theoretical harmony
and exactness have been repeatedly, sacrificed to the practical require-

ments of the library or to the convenience of the department in the

college. As in every scheme, many minor subjects have been put under

general heads to which they do not strictly belong. In some cases these

headings have been printed in a distinctive lyPe >
e- 9-i 42 SAXON, under

English Philology. The rule has been to assign these subjects to the

most nearly allied heads, or where it was thought they would be most

sought. The only alternative was to omit them altogether. If any
such omission occurs it is unintentional, and will be supplied as soon as

discovered. Wherever practicable the heads have been so arranged
that each subject is preceded and followed by the most nearly allied

subjects, and thus the greatest convenience is secured both in the cata-

logues and on the shelves. Theoretically, the division of every subject

into just nine heads is absurd. Practically, it is desirable that the clas-

sification be as minute as possible without the use of additional figures;

and the decimal principle on which our scheme hinges, allows nine divis-

ions, as readily as a less number. This principle has proved wholly sat-

isfactory in practice, though it appears to- destroy proper co-ordination

in some places. It has seemed best in our library to use uniformly three

figures in the class number. This enables us to classify certain subjects

very minutely, giving, for example, an entire section to Chess. But the

History of England has only one section, as our scheme is developed,

and thus the two might be said to be co-ordinated. The apparent dim'-

culty in such cases is entirely obviated by the use of a fourth figure,

giving nine subsections to any subject of sufficient importance to war

rant closer classification. In History, where the classification is made

wholly I >y countries, a fourth figure is added to give a division into

periods. As the addition of each figure gives a tenfold division, any
desired degree of minuteness may be secured in the classiug of special

subjects. The apparent lack of co-ordination arises from the fact that

only th<' first three figures of these more important heads areas yet

printed, the fourth figure and the subsections being supplied on the

catalogues in manuscript. Should the growth of any of these subsec-

tions warrant it, a fifth figure will In- ad. led, for the scheme admits of

expansion without limit.

Tin- number of figures used in the class number can b<> decided ac-

cording to circumstances in each library. With us three figures seemed

best. In smaller libraries two figures would do very well until the

10 E
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growth required further divisions. But it would seem better economy,

to save handling the books a second time, to use at least three figures

at the first, and in larger libraries four or even more may be desirable.

The arrangement of headings has been sometimes modified to secure

a mnemonic aid in numbering, and finding books without the index.

For instance, the scheme is so arranged that China has always the

number 1. In Ancient History, it has the first section, 931 : in Modern

History, under Asia, it has 951 : in Philology, the Chinese language

appears as 491. After the same manner the Indian number is 4; Egyp-

tian, 2; English, 2; German, 3; French, 4; Italian, 5; Spanish, 6;

European, 4; Asian, 5; African, 6; North American, 7; South Ameri-

can, 8
;
and so for all the divisions by languages or countries. The

Italian, 5, for instance, will be noticed in 35, 55, 450, 755, 850, and 945.

This mnemonic principle is specially prominent in Philology and Liter-

ature and their divisions, and in the form distinctions used in the first

9 sections of each class. Materials, Methods, or Theory occurring any-

where as a head, bears always the number 1. Dictionaries and Cyclo-

paedias, 3; Essays, 4; Periodicals, 5; Associations, Institutions, and

Societies, 6; Eklucatiou, 7; Collections, 9. In the numerous cases

where several minor heads have been grouped together under the head

Other, it always bears the number 9. Wherever practicable, this prin-

ciple is carried out in subdividing the sections. For instance, the Geol-

ogy of North America, which bears the number 557, is subdivided by

adding the sections of 970, (History of North America.) The Geolog3* of

Mexico then bears the number 5578 : muemonically, the first 5 is the

Science number; the second 5, Geology; the 7, North America
;
and

the 8, Mexico. Any library attendant or reader, after using the scheme
a short time, will recognize, at a glance, any catalogue or ledger entry,

book or pamphlet, marked 5578 as something on the geology of Mexico.

Users of the scheme will notice this mnemonic principle in several hun-

dred places in the classification, and will find it of great practical utility

in numbering and finding books without the aid of catalogue or index,
and in determining the character of any book simply from its call num-
ber as recorded on the book, on all its catalogue and cross-reference

cards, on the ledger, and in the check-box.

In naming the headings, brevity has been secured in many cases at

the sacrifice of exactness. It was thought more important to have

short, familiar titles for the headings than that the names given should

express with fulness and exactness the character of all books catalogued
under them. Many subjects, apparently omitted, will be found in the

index, assigned, with allied subjects, to a heading which bears the

name of the most important only. Reference to this subject index will

decide at once any doubtful points.

In arranging books in the classification, as in filling out the scheme,

practical usefulness has been esteemed the most important thing. The
effort has been to put each book under the subject where it would be



Catalogues and Cataloguing. 627

most useful to special students. The content or the real subject of which
a book treats, and not the form or the accidental wording of the title,

determines its place. Following this rule, a philosophy of art is put
with Art, not with Philosophy ;

a history of mathematics, with Mathe-

matics, not with History; for the philosophy and history are simply
the form which these books have taken. The true content or subject
is art, and mathematics, and to the student of these subjects they are

most useful. The predominant tendency or obvious purpose of the

book, usually decides its class number at once; still a book often treats

of two or more different subjects, and in such cases it is assigned to the

place where it will be most useful, and underneath the class number
are written the numbers of any other subjects on which it also treats.

These cross-references are given both on the book plate and the subject
card as well as on the cross-reference; card. As the cross-reference is

itself the call number, a reader having! any one of the three (book, title,

or cross reference) can instantly find either of the others without the

intervention of catalogue or index. The call number is given also on the

accessions catalogue and on the back of the book. The Van Everen

printed numbers are used until the book is rebound, when the call

number is stamped permanently on the back, for in this system the call

number remains the same through all changes of buildings, arrange-

ment, or catalogues.

The necessity ofchanges in the ordinary system, together with the very

great difficulty of tracing all the cross-references, renders it quite im-

practicable to give the call-numbers in all places where they are needed.

Even where given they must be written temporarily in pencil, in readi-

ness for the changes that are sure to come; for, if printed, a new cata-

logue, with its attendant expense and confusion, becomes necessary as

soon as the opening of new rooms, or removal to new quarters, or the

growth of the library disarranges the books.

There is a single alternative : to arrange the books regardless of sub-

jects, and even then the numbers must be altered in nearly all changes
of buildings or rooms. In our system the book is numbered once for all,

and can change that number only by changing its subject-matter. Of

course mistakes occur as in any system, but when found they are as

easily corrected as in any other plan. Certainly there is greater hope
that the work will be done well when it is felt that it is not to be done

over again in a few years at the longest.

If a book treats of a majority of the sections of any division, it is

given the division number instead of the most important section num-

ber, with cross-references. Thus, a volume on light, heat, or sound

would be classed under the head most fully discussed and referred to

from the others; but if the volume treated also of mechanics, hydro-

statics, and pneumatics, it would be classed as 530, or general physics,

although no mention be made of electricity, magnetism, or molecular

physics.
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It is oue of the marked advantages of the plan that these cross-ref-

erences, notes, etc., may be added from time to time, as found conven-

ient. It is necessary at first to find only the predominant tendency
of the book, in order to catalogue it. If extreme care were taken to

avoid mistakes, it might be well to keep books very difficult to class

arranged by themselves for a time till read or carefully examined by
some one competent to decide their true place. Cross-references are

added when they are found necessary. After reading, a volume of

sermons may be found to be aimed at the doctrine of evolution, though
this fact was not noticed in classing. When it is found, however, the

evolution number, 575, is written under the religion-and-science-sermou

number, 255, and ever after a reader knows at once by this number the

tendency of the volume. It is designed to add these numbers indi-

cating more closely the character of the book as rapidly as possible, and

specialists are invited to call the attention of the librarian to every de-

sirable cross-reference they notice in their reading. These numbers take

but little room, are easily added, and in most cases are valuable.

Collected works, libraries, etc., are either kept together and assigned
like individual books to the most specific head that will contain them,
or assigned to the most prominent of the various subjects on which they

treat, with cross-references from the others
;
or are separated, and the

parts classed as independent works. Translations are classed with their

originals.

The alphabetical subject index is designed to guide, both in number-

ing and in finding the books. In numbering, the most specific head

that will contain the book having been determined, reference to that

head in the index will give the class number to which it should be as-

signed. In finding books on any given subject, reference to the index

will give the number under which they are to be sought on the shelves,

in the shelf catalogue, or in the subject catalogue. The index gives

after each subject the number of the class to which it is assigned. Most

names of countries, towns, animals, plants, minerals, diseases, etc., have

been omitted, the aim being to furnish an index of subjects on which

books are written, and not a gazetteer or a dictionary of all the nouns

in the language. Such subjects will be found as special chapters or

sections of books on the subjects given in the index. The names of

individuals will be found in the Class List of Biography. Omissions oi

any of the more general subjects will be supplied when noticed.

In arranging the books on the shelves, the absolute location by shell

and book number is wholly abandoned, the relative location by clusi*

and book number being one of the most valuable features of the plan

The class number serves also as the location number, and the shelf uuui

ber in common use is entirely dispensed with. Accompanying the class

number is the book number, which prevents confusion of different books

on the sa*me subject. Thus the first geometry catalogued is market!

513-1, the second 513-2, and so on to any extent, the last number shov-
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ing-how many books the library has on that subject. The books of each

section are all together, and arranged by book numbers, and these sec-

tions are also arranged in simple numerical order throughout the library.

The call number, 513-11, signifies not the eleventh book on shelf 513, or

alcove 5, range 1, shelf 3, as in most libraries, but signifies the eleventh

book in subject 513, or the eleventh geometry belonging to the library.

In finding the book, the printed numbers on the backs are followed, the

upper being the class and the lower the book number. The class is

found in its numerical order among the classes as the shelf is found in

the ordinary system ;
the book in its numerical order in the class. The

shelves are not numbered, as the increase of different departments, the

opening of new rooms, and any arrangement of classes to bring the

books most circulated nearest to the delivery desk, will bring different

class numbers on a given shelf. New books as received are numbered
and put into place, in the same way that new titles are added to the

card catalogue. The single digit occasionally prefixed to the book num-

ber, e. #., the 3 in 421'3-T, is the nearest height in decimeters of books

too large to be put on the regular library shelves, which are only -i

decimeters apart. The great mass of the library consists of 2-decimeter

books, the size numbers of which are omitted. Books from 2i to 3i

decimeters in height have 3 prefixed to the book number, and are found

on the bottom shelf of each range. The larger sizes are prefixed with 4,

5, etc., and are found on the special shelves provided, in order to avoid

the great waste of space otherwise occasioned by the relative location.

By this use of the size numbers a close economy of space is secured.

Thus all the books on any given subject are found standing together,
and no additions or changes ever separate them. Not only are all the

books on the subject sought found together, but the most nearly allied

subjects precede and follow, they in turn being preceded and followed

by other allied subjects as far as practicable. Readers not having
access to the shelves find the short titles arranged in the same order on

the shelf catalogue, and the full titles, imprints, cross-references, notes,

rtr., in the subject catalogue. The uncatalogued pamphlets treating of

any subject bear the same class number and are arranged on the shelves

Immediately after the books of each section.

In a library arranged on this plan every specialist has his own spe-

Hal library. If he be a student of science in general, he is sent to class

"> ; if his department be zoology, his library is 5(J; if his specialty is

shells, he finds all the works and references on that subject in library

.V.i I. Whether there be a specialist to watch it or not, every subject

thus being in a library by itself, shows at once its resources and its

wants as no catalogue can show them. A catalogue cannot be made

that will so quickly and thoroughly decide a student's wants a^ the

books themselves. Of course this advantage wei.uhs most in a college

or society library, where many persons have access to the shelves, but

even in a collection where onlv the librarians are admitted, the .
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classification on the shelves will be found of exceeding value. The de-

sirability of such classing is never questioned, only the practicability.

"With our plan we believe it to be comparatively easy.

In both the authors' catalogue and the subject index, brevity has

"been studied because of the economy, but more because of the much

greater ease of reference to a short title catalogue. The custom of giv-

ing full titles, etc., under authors, and only references or very brief titles

under subjects, has been reversed. A reader seeking a book of a known

-author, in the vast majority of cases, wants simply the number by which

to call for it, and can find it much quicker in a brief-title catalogue. In

the rare cases where more is needed the class number refers instantly

to all these facts on the cards. On the other hand, a reader seeking
books on a known subject, needs the full title, imprint, cross-references,

and notes to enable him to choose the book best suited to his wants.

The sirbject catalogue is a full-title shelf list on cards and is for the

use of the public. The shelf list is a short-title subject catalogue in

book form, made of separate sheets laced into an Emerson binder, and

is for official use. We thus have without extra labor both full and

short title subject catalogues and shelf lists. The public authors' cata-

logue is a printed volume
;
the official authors' catalogue or index is on

cards. Asa result, each of the public catalogues is checked by an offi-

cial catalogue ;
each of the card catalogues by a book catalogue ;

each

of the brief- title catalogues by a full-title catalogue an advantage that

will be appreciated by all librarians desiring accuracy in administration

and in catalogues.

At the same time the most useful class lists of any subject may be

made by simply printing the titles under its class number in the subject

or shelf catalogue, according as full or brief titles are desired.

The Arabic numerals can be written and found quicker and with less

danger of confusion or mistake than any other symbols whatever.

The Roman numerals, capitals and small letters, and similar symbols

usually found in systems of classification, are entirely discarded, and by
the exclusive use of Arabic numerals in their regular order throughout
the shelves, classifications, indexes, catalogues, and records, there is

secured the greatest accuracy, economy, and convenience. This advan-

tage is specially prominent in comparison with systems where the

name of the author or the title must be written in calling for or

charging books and in making references.

Some prominent librarians, while admitting the great superiority of

the relative location for college and society libraries, have urged with

force that in the public library, where so many thousand volumes must

be called for, found, and charged, the additional labor and danger of

confusion involved in giving the author's name instead of a book number
make the system undesirable. But by substituting the book number for

'the author's name in the relative location we use even fewer figures than

in the absolute location by shelves; for every numeral is used from 1
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upward without limit, while in the absolute location, where the shelves

hold only 25 to 40 volumes, all the numbers remaining, which might be

written with only two digits, are not used. As a result, more figures are

necessary in the shelf number. When it is considered that the library

records are simply a mass of call numbers, and that these numbers are

constantly written and printed in catalogues, shelf lists, indexes, etc.,

it will be seen that a saving of a single figure in the book number is a

matter of importance.
As the numbers from 1 to 9 are not used in the regular scheme, it

is practicable to effect a further saving by using only the last figure

instead of the full class number of the sections where most books are

circulated; e. <;.,
in English Literature the number 3 may be used, in-

stead of writing 823 for each novel charged ;
and as there is no other

lass number 3 in the scheme, no confusion results.

Throughout the catalogues the number of a book shows not only where

it is, but what it is. In the library accounts the character of each per-

son's reading is clearly indicated by the numbers charged, and the

minutest statistics of circulation in any subject are made by simply

counting the call slips in the check-box, and recording the number

against the class number in the record.

Our books are called for on blank slips, five centimetres square. On
one of these each reader pencils the call number of the book wanted,
and his name. After the book is charged, this slip is stamped with the

date, and then placed in strict numerical order in the check-box. This

is a small tray, six decimetres long and four wide, divided into ten col-

umns, with ten compartments in each, numbered from to 9, just large

enough to hold the call slips upright. Each of these columns represents

a class, and each of the compartments a division of that class. Thus,
the fifth column is Natural Science. The first, or 0, compartment is

(ieneral Works on Science; the next, Mathematics; the next, Astronomy;
and so on throughout the scheme. No book is removed from the shelves

.my purpose whatever, without putting in the check-box a slip giv-

ing its number and the purpose for which it was removed, with the date.

Hooks loaned have the borrower's signature, which holds him responsi-

ble tor the book. Books lost, condemned, sold, at bindery, in the cata-

loguer's room, in the reading room, etc., have their slips in their proper
box, so marked. As will be seen, it is possible for the attendant within

live seconds to tell whether any book belonging to the library is on the

shelves or not, and that without leaving his chair. If the book be off

the shelves, he can instantly tell where it is and when it will probably
be back. /;.</., A. B. asks for book 32917. The attendant consults

the shelves and limls the book out. When there is no check box this

ends the matter, and A. l'. perhaps tries a score of times to get this

book, always finding it out, and unable to know whether it \\astlrawn

lil'teen minutes before by some friend, or loM six months before he lii M

asked for it. With the check box in use, A. B. may ask \v here it K and
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with a glance at the slip, the attendant is able to tell him. The slip

may be marked " C. D., June 5tb," which shows that C. D. borrowed the

book at that time. Or it may be marked B(ind); or R(eading) E(oom) ;

or L(ost), or C(ataloguer's) E(oom), etc. In many cases a book is wanted

very much, to simply verify a reference or look up a single point, and

from the check-box the reader can learn where he can go to see it, it'

he cares to do so
;
or if he wants it for some time, he may ask to have

it reserved. In that case the attendant marks the slip, under C. D. ?
s sig-

nature, E(eserve), A. B. This means, Reserve this book when it conies

in for A. B., and send him postal notice of the fact. As the slips are re-

moved on the return of the books, such an E is seen at once, and the

book laid aside for the applicant. Great use of this E is made both by
readers and library officials and attendants, who often have occasion to

consult a book which at the time is out of the building. In such cases

they pencil their initials under the name signed, and when the book

comes into the building it is at once brought to them. Without ampli-

fying this matter, it must be seen that our check-box is simply invalua-

ble for a great many purposes which will suggest themselves to a

practical librarian. Its peculiar advantage in our system of classifica-

tion is that it always stands on the desk, a complete table of the books

off the shelves in each subject. The slips in box 53 show just how many
and what books are out in Physics ;

the slips under 823 show all the

English novels that are in circulation, and of course show as well who
have them. Such a table of circulation always at hand and without an

item of expense or labor, (for the check-box is necessary for other pur-

poses,) will certainly be highly prized by all who interest themselves in

the character of books read, and there has never been a time when so

much wise attention was given to educating the taste of readers in our

public libraries as at the present. To convert this table into permanent
statistics is but little labor. An attendant counts the slips on each

subject as often as may be desired and records the number against the

class number in the record. We find the most convenient record a

sheet ruled to correspond with the divisions of the check-box into ten

columns of ten squares each. This sheet is useful for a variety of pur-

poses where the decimal system is in use. For statistics one column

serves to show the circulation of each of the ten classes
;
an entire

sheet just holds the record of circulation for each of the one hundred

divisions, or for each of the one hundred sections of any class. On the

sheet, as in the check box, each compartment represents a specific sub-

ject and the footing of the column a more general subject. If the

compartment be used for sections, the footing of the column will give

the circulation of the division
;

if used for divisions, the footing will

give the circulation of the class
;
and if used for the classes, the footing

will give the total circulation of the library.

By the use of size numbers the greatest possible economy of space

may be secured, for the size distinction may be made for every inch 01
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even less if desired, and this without additional labor, as it will be seen

that the size figure, when introduced, requires one less figure in the book

number, and so does not increase the number of digits as would at first

appear. E. </., the last history of England may be 942-118, (118th book of

regular size.) The next when received is found too large for the ordinary
shelves, and instead of being numbered 942-119, it takes the size number
3 and is 942-3-1 (1st book size 3). Thus the book number starts anew
with each size number, and in some cases even less figures are required be-

cause of the size distinction.

As the books can be put in only one place, the closer the classification

is made by sizes or colors of bindings in order to make a fine appearance
on the shelves, the less closely can it be made by subject matter. It has

seemed much more important that books be grouped by their intellect-

ual rather than by their physical distinctions
;
therefore we have made

a size distinction only once in each decimeter of height. After three

years' trial we are unable to suggest any improvement in this respect,
as this avoids the great waste of space usually incurred in the relative

location and still separates books on the same subject very little indeed.

It is believed that the desire to make handsome shelves is giving way
to the desire to make useful shelves, as surely as the architect's library

with its fine vistas of books is giving way to the librarian's library, where

the books can be produced at the desk on an average of one-fifth the

time required in the more beautiful building.
In a popular library where there are very few books above the ordi-

nary sizes it may be found a good plan to disregard the size number

entirely. When a book is found too large for the shelves, a wooden dum my
costing two or three cents can be put in its place, with the location of

the volume itself penciled on the side. The few large books will be

found in a very few classes; newspapers, cyclopaedias, and atlases will con-

tain most of them, and a single dummy in each class will be sufficient

to point out the location of all the books. The size number, however,

causes no confusion and serves an excellent purpose ina library like our

<>\vn, where there are a great many large books. The size number should

be written before the class number rather than after it in libraries where

the volume number is written on the same line with the book number.

In our library, the volume number is written as a subfigtire to the book

number.

Parts of sets, and books on the samp or allied subjects, are never

a rated, as they are sure to be, sooner or later, in every library arranged

on the common plan, unless it be frequently re-arranged and reeata-

loaned. The great expense of this recutalogu in:g makes it impractica-

ble except for a few very wealthy libraries. In this system the .

logue and book numbers remain unchanged through all changes of

shelving, buildings, or arrangement.

Duplicates have the same class and book number as thoorijiinul !

but are marked copy 1, copy 2, etc. Of necessity, they must stand
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by side, and so the reader gets the book called for, without a second

reference, if the book or any of its duplicates be in the library. If,

after the first demand for a book is over, it is desired to withdraw a part

of the duplicates, when taken from the shelves, there is no space left

vacant any more than when a title is withdrawn from the card catalogue.

It seems unnecessary in this place to point out the very great advan-

tages of the card system, in a growing library. Certainly every librarian

must be familiar with them. In addition to its own peculiar merits, this

plan has all the advantages of the card catalogue principle; and of the

relative location, which has been used and very strongly approved by
prominent libraries. As in the card catalogue system, there is room for

indefinite expansion without devices or provisions. Space is the only

requisite, and if the shelf room is exhausted, the floor space is equally

good, except for the inconvenience of stooping.
In our library as much space is left at the end of each subject as it is

expected to fill. At the annual cleaning, as the books are put back on

the shelves, these allowances are corrected, so that we seldom have to

move subjects along to accommodate new books, unless there be an un-

expected iucrease in some department. Some libraries will prefer to

fill the most convenient shelves full and move along as new books are

received. The labor of moving is purely mechanical and will be found

very trifling indeed, compared with the advantages gained. Kut even

this labor is almost entirely avoided by leaving space with each subject,

as is customary in most libraries, and correcting the allowances each

year as the book* are replaced after cleaning. The second method has

a special value to a library lacking shelf room, for every inch of shelving

may be used regardless of the uneven growth of different subjects.

In the absolute location there may be fifty vacant shelves in theology
while there are a thousand volumes more than the history shelves will

contain. These shelves and books can be brought together only by a

hopeless mingling of subjects or a change of catalogue numbers through-
out. In our system the books are simply moved along till the new ac-

cession has room, as the cards are occasionally moved along in the card

catalogue drawers. It is as impossible to overflow the limits of any

subject on the shelves as it is in the card catalogue. In fact this fea-

ture of the system could be explained in no better way than to say that

the card catalogue principle, which has proved so valuable in arranging
titles on cards, is applied to the books on the shelves, and has all the

advantages over the old methods that the card system has over titles

pasted into volumes, where they must be frequently re-arranged in order

to make them of any value for reference. The librarian has never to

consult his shelves and shelf lists before he may know that there is n

place for the book he is locating, for every book printed has its place ou

the shelves, relatively to its fellows, as much as every title has its plac<-

in the card catalogue. The class number assigns it to this place and

all the rest of the labor is mechanical. Any attendant takes the book
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and puts it into its place in simple numerical order. To describe these

two widely different systems of locating books, we use tbe terms relative

and absolute. We do not claim tbis relative location to be at all a new

idea, for it bas been often used in otber libraries. We do claim to have
found a method of securing its great advantages and at the same time

avoiding its great defects as heretofore used.

The failure of the dictionary plan to meet the requirements of the

scholar has been often pointed out. While it is most admirable for an

index, there still exists ,umch of the same need of a good subject cata-

logue as at the first. Xo one questions the immense superiority of a

satisfactory classed catalogue. But the difficulties that stood in the

way both in making and using such a catalogue have been so great that

there has been a growing feeling among practical librarians that not-

withstanding the very great advantages of a good classed catalogue the

idea must be abandoned as impracticable. Still, many eminent authori-

ties have ably argued that the poorest classed catalogue is better than

none at all, and that any use of such a catalogue is in itself a lesson iu

bibliography.
The greatest objection to a classed catalogue has ever been the im-

lios.sibility of knowing just where to put a book in cataloguing, and just
where to look for it when it is again wanted. Different librarians, or

the same librarian at different times, classed the same or similar books
in widely different places. Where one man did all the work and held

hi-; place for a long series of years there was a certain degree of uni-

formity ;
but even then there was the danger of looking at the same

book from different standpoints, thus causing confusion. This danger
will be understood by any one who has ever attempted classification,

and is not at all surprising when one considers how differently compe-
tent authorities often class the same subject. But, fortunately, practical

usefulness does not require that this one's or that one's ideas be followed,

but only requires that books of the same character be always put in the

-amo place, and that there be some means of readily knowing where
that place is. The index was designed, and is found in use, to n

both these requirements. In making the index, each subject difficult

of classiiication is referred to a specialist, and the number of-the class to

wliieh it is decided to assign it is given after this subject in the iml< \.

Whenever a book is catalogued, reference to this index decides at once

what number to give it. If the first number is wisely assigned, all sue-

' -cilin.u ones are sure to be, for the class number was given once for all,

and it is only necessary to refer to the index to find what that class

number
is, so it will be seen that a perfect uniformity in cla^in

cured, tor though any one familiar with the scheme will class mo>t of

the books without the aid of the index, it will bo consulted in all doubt-

ful cases. A new librarian is thus able to class in the same way that bis

predecessors classed. A clerk, if he onl\ klio\\> the subject of his book.

ly the use of the index, ran class just as the chief of the catalogue de-
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partment would class, and usually the difficulty is not in deciding what

a book is about, but where to put it in the scheme. The index aims to

give similar words, and the same words in different connections, so that

any person of intelligence will hardly fail to get the right number. For

instance,
"
telegraph

" in the index is followed by two numbers, 384 and

654. A book on the telegraph may be a treatise on the desirability of 1

Government control, etc., and then is clearly a question of social sci-

ence, or it may be a practical hand-book for an operator, explaining the

alphabet and the care of the instruments, when it is as clearly one of the

useful arts. The cataloguer knows to which of these heads his book be-

longs, and the reader knows in which of its phases he wishes to exam-

ine the subject. The 3 and 6 beginning the numbers indicate clearly

the character of each section. If the significance of these figures was

entirely disregarded no confusion would result, for on consulting either

of the numbers in the catalogue, the scheme, or on the shelves, the dif-

ference will be clearly pointed out. .

The writer is aware that a subject index to accompany the classifica-

tion has been suggested, but he has seen none that at all answers the

purpose. In a book catalogue such an index could be made referring

to the page on which a subject is classed, but it would be useless for a

card catalogue and unsatisfactory even for the printed volume. A sub

ject index, referring all minor topics to their exact place in the scheme,

as does ours, would be found expensive in printing and inconvenient in

use, were it not for our numerical principle, which secures at once econ-

omy and ease of reference. Where we have only to print
"
Geometry,

513," such an index would have to print,
"
Geometry, natural science,

pure mathematics, geometry." This increases the bulk and expense of

the index and so is objectionable, but the great objection is on the score

of convenience; reference to a simple numerical arrangement being so

much quicker and easier of comprehension by the public who use a

library than involved alphabets and subalphabets with their rainifica

tions. No individual is sufficiently learned to wisely classify books on

all subjects and sciences; but the botanist can assign all botanical

subjects to the right number, the mathematician all the mathematical

topics, and thus, by the aid of specialists, the index can in time be made

reasonably accurate. When thus made, the labor of classifying the

books of a library will be reduced to much narrower limits than ever

before. Corrections of any errors that may remain in the index will

be gratefully received by the author. It is plain that this index serves

equally well for the reader who wishes to know where to seek for books

on any subject.

Some prominent opponents of classed catalogues have admitted tint

the subject index, in deciding where to class a book at first and where

to look for it ever afterward, has removed their strongest objections,

Certainly it would be impossible to make an index more cheaply or more

easy of reference, it being a single alphabet of single words, follow
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by siugle numbers. The index is really a skeleton of a dictionary cata-

logue. Instead of giving the book titles tinder each head, the number
refers to all those titles in a way so simple and direct that it will hardly
be criticised. The index may be made on any of the various dictionary

plans, with all the advantages it may possess. To us the simplest
seemed the best. We have given only very short headings in this

index, but it is probable that one will be prepared, giving a brief indi-

cation in all doubtful cases of the standpoint taken in assigning the

class number. We therefore claim to unite the advantages of the

dictionary and classed catalogues, not by mingling them together, and
so losing much of the simplicity of one and as much of the excellence

of the other, but by really using both, each with its own merits. Only
one set of titles is needed, for the class numbers make them available

for both catalogues. ,

The advantages that the system possesses for making topical indexes

of collected works, periodicals, transactions, etc., wttl be evident to

every librarian. These consolidated indexes may be arranged together
with the card catalogue of the books, or by themselves, as may seem
best in each case.

These class numbers applied to pamphlets have proved specially satis-

factory. The number is written on the upper left corner, and the

pamphlets are then arranged, either in pamphlet cases with the books on

the same subject or on special shelves, divided every decimetre by per-

pendicular sections. As each pamphlet is examined when received by
t lie library, it is the work of a single moment to pencil on it its class num-
ber. There is no expense whatever incurred, and yet the entire pamphlet
resources of tile library on any subject can be produced almost instantly.

The immense advantages of this plan over those in common use, both

in economy and usefulness, will be appreciated by every librarian caring
tor a pamphlet collection. A catalogue of authors may be made on slips,

il desired. The pamphlets themselves are the best subject catalogue.

The same arrangement is admirable for sale duplicates. They are so

constantly changing that a catalogue can hardly be afforded, and a sub-

arrangement on any other plan than this is difficult to maintain.

Htill it is very essential that there be some means of knowing what dupli

rates there are on any given subject. By simply penciling the da--

number on the books and arranging them numerically, it is possible to

;;ive this information more quickly and more satisfactorily than by an\

other method, and at the same time, the least expense is incurred. It N

thought that the plan would be a great convenience to both dealers am I

customers, if applied to the miscellaneous stock of a large bookstore.

Very often a much wanted book, especially if not recently published. i>

reported "not in stock" when such an arrangement by subjects would

have revealed its place at once. Specialists often find on the shelve^

books that they would never have ordered, but are glad to buy after

an examination. Experience proves it a profitable thing for a dealer t<>
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have his books so arranged that each person may find those in which h

is interested without examining the entire stock.

Though designed wholly for library use, the plan has proved of great
service in preserving newspaper clippings in large envelopes arranged by
class numbers; and more especially in taking the place of the common
note book, and index rerum. Slips of uniform size are used with the class

number of the subject written on the corner. Minute alphabetical head-

ings are used under each class number and the slips are arranged in

numerical order like the subject card catalogue. Clippings and notes

arranged in this way are at all times their own complete index, and

have the same advantages over the common scrap and note books that

the subject catalogue has over the accessions book in looking up the

resources of the library on any given subject. Those who have tried

this method are so enthusiastic in its praise that it seemed worthy of

mention in this place.

It would exceed the limits of this brief description to notice all the

varied applications of the system. It is hoped that enough have been

mentioned to show its wide adaptability to the wants of the librarian

and the student.

The system is so flexible that it adapts itself to almost any circum-

stances. It may be Used in any one of its applications without the others,

and with a proportionate result. It may be applied to the pamphlets

alone, bringing order out of chaos, and solving this vexed and vexing

problem, or it may be used for the catalogues, leaving the arrangement ou

the shelves as before
;
or it may be applied to the shelves, while the cata-

logue is on the dictionary or any other plan. This application to the

shelves may be either with or without the book numbers. If without, the

books are arranged on the shelves alphabetically by authors under each

class number. For a private collection, or a library where the books are

not loaned from the building, this last plan has some marked advantages.
The books on any subject, by the same author, always stand side by
side whatever the time of their reception ;

and what is more important,
the author and subject being known, the exact place of the book can be

found without catalogue or index. On the other hand the invaluable

shelf list must either be wholly abandoned or kept on cards in order to

retain the titles in place, thus sacrificing much of its accuracy and con-

venience for examining and verifying; and (a much more serious objec-

tion) in order to identify the book the authors name and frequently a

part of the title must accompany the class number ou all the records,

catalogues, and references. These objections, with the almost certain

confusion of different authors of the same name, or very similar names,

make the alphabetical arrangement almost impracticable for a circu-

lating library. The same objections apply with almost the same force

to a numerical arrangement based ou the alphabet, for the indefinite-

ness thus introduced becomes a source of confusion in any library whore

much of the routine work must be done by attendants of little expo

rience.
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If the system be used only in the catalogues, the shelf number should
be penciled on the card to avoid a second reference to find where the
book is; the subject catalogue will be arranged by the class num-

bers, and the authors' catalogue should also give the class number
to indicate the character of the book. If the system be used only for

arranging on the shelves, the shelf list will, of necessity, be a brief sub-

ject catalogue ;
the call numbers, whether in an author's or dictionary

catalogue, will indicate the exact nature of the book, and books on the

same subject will stand together on the shelves. The system is most

valuable, of course, when used in all its applications.
If our class numbers were omitted in the scheme and on the cards,

there would be left the ordinary classed catalogue. Of course, if these

numbers are applied to the cards of a subject or authors' catalogue,

arranged on any other plan, the catalogue becomes identical with ours

by simply, re arranging the cards numerically. A catalogue is a collec-

tion of titles as a library is a collection of books, and the question
at issue is merely one as to the best arrangement of these titles

;
the

scheme, therefore, can be applied to almost any kind of card catalogue,
without any waste of labor, for the titles wanted are the same, and it

is only necessary to have space enough somewhere on the card to write

the class and reference numbers.

We found on trial that cards 15 by 7i centimetres are the most de-

sirable for the subject catalogue, and 10 by 5 for the authors' index.

We use a green card, projecting 5 millimetres above the white, as a

guide-board, preferring it to the wooden guide-boards commonly used

because of economy in first cost and in space occupied. In the author's

catalogue, these green cards take the place of the head-lines in a dic-

tionary. In the subject catalogue, each subject is preceded by a green

card, giving the heading as in the scheme, and in many cases with

greater fulness. This heading is always prefixed with the class number.
The catalogue may thus be used as if there were no class numbers, for

its headings are as clearly pointed out as in any classed catalogue. lu

practical use, however, even those least familiar with the scheme will

work by numbers rather than headings, as it is so much more convenient

and rapid.

The plan was adopted in the Amherst College Library in 1873, and
tin- work of transferring the entire library to the new catalogue at

once commenced. It was found entirely practicable to make the change

gradually, as means allowed, without interfering in any appreciable

decree with the circulation of the books. As no shelf in the libi

contained more than fifty books, the only distinction necessary to pie

vent confusion between the two systems in use at the same time was to

omit the first fifty book numbers of each class, numbering, e.g., tlu first

(liammar I 'J.V51, instead of i'J5-l. The attendants immediately

any book number above 50 as belonging to the new system,

and no confusion resulted. The books are takon from the shelyen

recataloguing only as last as needed; the new class uumbi-r is immedi-
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ately substituted for the old shelf number, and the books are placed iu

the classified portion of the library. When the old shelves are cleared

the book numbers from 1-50 will be assigned as fast as books are received.

As the shelf catalogue is on loose sheets, there is nothing to be altered

or rewritten. The new sheet for the books from 1-50 is laced in just

before the others, and the order is as perfect as if it had been done at the

first, l^o extra labor is required, and still the confusion and interrup-

tion of circulation incident to recataloguing on other plans are avoided.

The three years' trial to which it has been thus subjected has more than

justified the claims of its friends, and it is now printed with the more

confidence on this account. It has been kept iu manuscript up to this

time, in order that the many minor details might be subjected to actual

trial and modified where improvement was possible.

The labor involved in preparing the classification and index has been

wholly beyond the appreciation of any who have never attempted a

similar task. Much valuable aid has been rendered by specialists in

many departments, and nearly every member of the faculty has giver

advice from time to time. Among the many to whom thanks are due.

special mention should be made of Mr. C. A. Cutter, the librarian of

the Boston Athenaeum, and Mr. John Fiske, of the Harvard University

Library, for valuable suggestions and appreciative criticism. "Whil

these friends are in no way responsible for any remaining imperfections
in the scheme, they should have credit for many improvements which

have been made during these three years of revision. The author is

perfectly well aware that the plan here sketched offers many incon-

sistencies. The difficulty, however, has not been in criticising the

scheme as drawn up, but in finding better headings to take the place of

those which are not wholly satisfactory. Though a great deal of labor

has been spent in selecting these heads, the author's claims of excellence

are made for his plan, not at all for its execution in this first attempt.

The essential character of the plan has remained unchanged from the

first. Doubtless other improvements are still possible, and it is hoped
that users of the scheme will call attention to any proposed change in

the naming or arrangement of the headings, or to any omission which

should be supplied in the subject index. It is obvious that there would

be very great incidental advantages if libraries adopting the plan would,

as far as possible, use the same classification and index. In such cases

the catalogues and indexes of any library would be of great value to

the others, and in many ways it would be mutually advantageous to tlie

libraries concerned.

Before printing, the plan was submitted to quite a number of libia-

ruins for criticism. Among the hundreds of points raised as to its prac-

tical workings and usefulness, there was only one in which it was not

shown to be equal or superior to any other system known. This objec-

tion applied only to the arrangement on the shelves
;
not at all to the

catalogues or indexes. It was, that in this relative location, a book

which this year stands, e. #.. at the end of a certain shelf, may not ie
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on that shelf at all another year, because of the uneven growth of the

parts of the library. This slight objection inheres in any system where
the books are arranged by subjects rather than by windows, doors,

shelves, and similar non-intellectual distinctions.

The claims of the system as in use with us may be summed up as

follows : Compared with other systems it is less expensive ;
more easily

understood, remembered, and used : practical rather than theoretical;
brief and familiar in its nomenclature; superior to all others in arrang-

ing pamphlets, sale duplicates, and notes, and in indexing; susceptible
of partial and gradual adoption without confusion; more convenient in

keeping statistics and checks for books oft' the shelves; the mo-

factory adaptation of the card catalogue principle to the shelves. It

requires less space to shelve the books; uses simpler symbols and fewer

of them
;
can be expanded without limit and without confusion or waste

of labor ou both catalogues and shelves or in the catalogues alone;
checks more thoroughly and conveniently against mistakes; admits

more readily numerous cro.ss- references; is unchangeable in its call

numbers, and so gives them in all places where needed, as given in no

other system ;
in its index affords an answer to the greatest objection to

classed catalogues, and is the first satisfactory uuion of the advauta

of the classed and dictionary system.
In this hurriedly prepared account of his plan, the author has doubt-

less failed to meet many objections which may be raised and which he

d easily answer. He would therefore ask the privilege of replying

personally to any such objections, where they arise.

In his varied reading, correspondence, anil conversation on the sub-

. the author doubtless received suggestions and gained ideas which

it is now impossible for him to acknowledge. Perhaps the, most fruitful

source of ideas was the Xuovosisterna di catalogo bibiliogralico generale
of Natale MatUv./ati, of Milan. Certainly he is indebted to this system

adopted by the Italian publishers in 1871, though he has copied nothing
from it. The plan of the St. Louis Public School Library and that

of the Apprentices
1

Library of New York, which in some resp

semble his own, were not seen till all the essential feat ures were decided

upon, though not given to the public. In filling the nine classes of the

scheme the inverted M.jconian arrangement, of the St. Louis Libi

has been followed. The author has no desiiv to claim original invention

for any part of his system where another has been before him, and would

most gladly make specific acknowledgment of every aid and suggestion

were it in his power to do so. With these general explanations and

lowled^inents he submits the scheme, hoping it ma\ pi.>\ e as useful

to others as it has to himself.

T> illustrate and explain the description of the Amherst <'.

Catalogue given in the preceding text, the author has added the follow

ing notes embracing specimen pages of the classification and MI!>

index, and a description of the cat.ilo-res used, with an explanation of

heir method and peculiarities. Ki>n-

41 E
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I. SPECIMEN PAGES OF CLASSIFICATION.

PHILOLOGY.

400 Philology,
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I. SPECIMEN PAGES OF CLASSIFICATION.
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NATURAL SCIKM'i:.

500 Natural Science.
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II. SPECIMEN PAGE OF THE SUBJECT INDEX.

Find the subject in this alphabetical index. The number following it is its class

number. The entire resources of the library on this .subject will bo found under this

number in the subject catalogue, the shelf catalogue, and on the, shelves.

When; a-clnss number ends in a cipher, the subject will be found on reference to the

prefixed classification, to be subdivided.

Ritualism 244

River transportation 387

Rivers 551

Roads C25

Rocky Mountains 557, 017

Rodeutia 599

Ionian antiquities 937

architecture 722

Catholics 282

history, ancient 937

modern . . 945

law 349

literature 870

m yt hology 2!)2

sculpture 733

Hornunce 813

English 823

French 843

German 833

Italian 853

Spanish 8G3

Romance languages 440-469

Romansch language 459

Koine, ancient 937

modern 945

Romish church 282

Rope making 677

Rubber manufactures C75

Ruminants 599

Rural architecture 728

Rural sports 7%
Russia '947

Russian America 977

language 407

Sabbatarians 289

Sabbath 263

reform 263

schools 268

Sacrament of baptism .'. 264

Lord's supper 265

Sacred biography 922

, rhetoric 251

Sacrifices 221

Saddlery 686

Sailors 387

St. Domingo 979

Sale catalogues of books . ..17, 18

Salt manufacture 60-1

{Salvation 234

Sandwich Islands... . 937

Sanitary commissions 364

U. S. 361

measures 614

Sanskrit language 494

Sardinia.. 945

Satan 235

Satire 817

English 827

French 847

German .837

Italian 857

Latin -877

Spanish. 867

Savings banks 332

Saxon language 429

Saxons 943

Scandinavia 918

Scan tfinavian language 498

literature... 898

Scepticism 211

Schleswig-Holstein 943

Scholastic philosophy 198

School architecture 727

houses 727

Schools '378

Sunday 268

Schoolsofart 707

painting 75:j-7.">C>

Science, Natural 500

biography of 925

Scientific societies 506

travels 508

Scotch Ianguage 496

philosophy 192

Scotland 941

Scriptures..., 220

Scrofulous diseases 616

Sculptors' lives 927

Sculpture 730

Seamanship 656. 5-.17

Sei-cssion 342

Second advent 236

sight 133

Secret societies 366

Sects, Christian 280

Secular education 377

Self culture 374

education 374

Semitic languages 403

literature ... .893

Sensation 1 52

Sensational psychology 145

Sense 152

Sepulchres 7H

Sepulture 61 J

.Sermons 252-25'J

Serpents 508

Servants 647

Servia 94'J

Sewerage 614

Sewing <>1

Sewing machine fi.
w l

Sex in education 376

Sexes 136

Sexual ethics 17ii

Sexual science 618

Shades and shadows 744

Shakers 289

Shaksperiana 822

Sheep 636

Shells 504

fossil 564

Shomitic languages 433

Ship building 699

canals 026, 3>7

Shipping laws 3415

Shoemaking 686, 675

Shooting...... 79!)

Shorthand 653

Shrubbery 718

Siam 959

Siberia 057

Sicily 945

Sickroom 649

Sieges 623

Sight 536

hygiene 613

Signals 654

Sign painting

Silk culture

manufacture

worm 638,

Silver metal 51!

mines 63*-

money 3't

Sin
._

fci<

Singing 73!

Sisters of Mercy

Skating 7

Skepticism 2
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Specimen page of the subject index Continued.

Skin diseases 610

Skye 941

Slati.lor 177,3-15

Slang 427, 4.57, etc.

Slating 695

Saiall-pox 616,614 Societies, natural science... 506

Soapmaking 66 1

Social ethics 177

science 300

philology 406

philosophy 106

sociology 306

worship ............ 247 I, th-l<i;y ......... 20fi

Shivery .................... 320 Socialisms ................ :5 useful arU ....... 606

BUvic language -W7 Societies, fine arts 70G

literature general 60
j

Sleep lid history 906'

Society 177

.SiK.-iol.i-y 300

biography

walking 1 literature 80C Socratic philosophy 106

III. CATALOGUES. *

Accessions. This gives, for each volume belonging to the library : date of reception,

accessions number, chiss, hook, and volume number, author, short title. jila<v and date

of publication, size, binding, cost, fund, or, if presented, tin; donor
;
in the column of

remarks is noted any change, such as rebiuding. adding supplements, or transferring
to another number

;
or the disposition in case the volume !> lost, sold, condemned, or

exchanged. Tlii- accessions number also appears on the shelf catalogue, and on the

reverse of the title page and in the center of the bookplate of each volume. This

catalogue contains facts not elsewhere recorded, and is used to identify books, and
check other catalogues, and to show by its last number the total volumes, and by its

last p.-iiv
-< the latest additions to the library.

Intlcjr. This is the official authors' catalogue, being the copy from which the public
authors' catalogue is printed. It differs from that in no respect, except that being on

cards its arrangement is in a single alphabet, while the public catalogue in book form

is continued in written supplements. This index is for the use of the librarians in

checking the public catalogue.

Shelf. This is the ott'n-ial subject catalogue, and gives the class, book, and volume
number of each volume, together with its accessions number, author, and short title.

It is on loose sheets, laced into an Emerson binder, and is arranged like the public-

subject catalogue by class numbers. It differs from that in being in book form instead of

on cards arranged under each class in tin-. order of the books on the shelves instead of

alphabetically by authors and in giving merely an abbreviated title in place of the full

title, imprint, notes, and cross references ot the subject catalogue. It is used in the

annual examination of the library, and aUo serves as the librarian's subject catalogue,

giving a compact list of all the books which the libiary has on any given subject .

The accessions, index, and shelf catalogues are kept at the desk for the use of the

librarians, and are not . access-Mill) to the public. In cases of neeil, consnllat ion ,

lowed on special application.

Snhj,;-t <;i/lo(ji'. This catalogue is on larg" cards arranged by subject*, and alpha-

betically by authors, under each class number. Kaeh curd gi\es at the top the cla*9

and book number and the name of the author; the body of the card contains the full

title of the books, copied exacth lY.uu the tide pag.-, omi 1 1 ing only mottoes, repeti-

tions, or other matter not essential to ft full and clear titular description of the b

After the title, is given the place and date of publication, with the year of the .

right, if dill, rent : the edition, unless it be ih- first ; the number of volu ^ or of

pages if the book be iii only one volum-: the illustrations, m :itid por-

traits, ii there lie any : and the si/e taken from act n.il measurement and not from the

fold. After these imprint cn'ries an- given an\ nccr^aiy notes; and at I In- 1. II of the

card the cross i.-fercnce numbers if the book treats of more than one ^ubjeet.

This catalogue can lie used to advantage only with the aid of the rl.i-^iiicai i->n or

index. In order to learn what the library has on any given subject, lind Horn tbin

index the class number of that subject. I'lider this number in Ihe MI

will be found the full titles of the books with imprints, cros* references, and notes.

The class number by which the cards are arranged is given in the upper left corner,
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and immediately under it the book number. Any oilier class number given in the

left-hand margin refers to another subject of which the book also treats. When tin-

class number at the top is followed by an additional figure in brackets, the subject as

given in the printed scheme has been subdivided in arranging the cards. This sub-

division will be found on the first curd of the catalogue which bears this class number.

These figures in brackets determine the arrangement of the titles in the catalogue, but

on the shelves, in the shelf catalogue, and in calling for and charging books, they are

entirely disregarded. Thus a* book numbered 942[7]*14 would bo in the catalogue

among the 942 cards arranged by the figure in brackets as though it were, a decimal,'
but it would be called for as 942*14, the brackets indicating that the final classing was
limited to the catalogue and was not extended to the shelves. If a fourth figure is

added without brackets, the final classing is extended to the shelves as well as to tin-

catalogue, and all the figures must be used in calling for the book. In such cases the

added figure is treated as a decimal in the arrangement, though the decimal point is

not written.

The last card which bears any class number gives under that number, followed by
the word See, the call numbers of other books which treat of the same subject, but are

classed elsewhere. General cross references are also made in many cases, without speci-

fying individual books, as from commerce as a question of social science (3-iO) to com-

merce as a useful art, book-keeping, business manuals, etc., (630.) In such cases there

is a card under 380 See 650 and under 650 See 380. From whatever standpoint a

subject is approached the cross references guide at once to the same subject treated in

its other relations. These cross references, both general and specific, are often accom-

panied by brief notes, characterizing the books to which reference is made. There will

be found at the beginning of many class numbers, a card noting the most valuable

books on that subject, and the best of the articles in periodicals, transactions, and col-

lected works, with the volume and page where they may be found. It is hoped to give

special prominence to these notes for the guidance of readers, and they will be added

as rapidly as other duties allow.

Many subjects will have no subsection cards at the beginning; some will have no

reference cards at the end
;
and some may have no titles given under the number.

The scheme provides a place for books on all subjects, whether the library has them or

not
;
so where no titles are given under a class number it shows that the library has as

yet no books on that subject.

Articles in periodicals and transactions, separate volumes of sets and collections

which are located together, if catalogued, are put under their proper subject number,

but no book number is given with it. The call number of the book, where they maybe
found, is always given in the margin preceded by the word In.

This is the fullest of the library catalogues, and should always be consulted in look-

ing up the resources of the library on any given subject. This catalogue is kept in

the case of drawers at tha left of the desk. Under no pretence can the cards be taken

from beneath the wires.

Classification and subject index. This gives in detail the scheme of classification ac-

cording to which the books are arranged on the shelves, and in the subject catalogues.

Following this scheme is the alphabetical index of subjects, which refers any subject

to its proper heading in the classification. This subject index is the key to the shelves.

and to the subject catalogue, near which copies are kept for thu use of the public.

Explanations and directions for use accompany it.

Authors' catalogue.. This gives, under the names of authors, societies, etc., alphabet-

ically arranged, brief titles of all their works which the library contains. Book.'

edited, translated, etc., are also included among an authors works, but are printed in f.

distinctive type.

This catalogue is of authors only, and should not. be consulted for either subjects or

titles. The titles of books published without the authors' names are arranged in ai

alphabet by themselves at the end of the catalogue, and if the names can in any wap"
be found they are also entered in their regular places.
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Books added to the library after the printing of this catalogue most of necessity bo

sought for in the written supplement. In using this supplement it must bo remem-
bered t h;it exact alphabetical arrangement of tin; names under each letter is not always

practicable, though books are entered as nearly us possible in their trn-r order. tVhen
the author of the book wanted is known, this catalogue should always lie consult,

liud the class and book number by which to call for it. Explauati .-n in the

preface to the catalogue, and five copies with the written supplement are kept on the

counter for the use of the public.

IV. EXPLANATIONS.

Tin- titles of the subject < : ire exact transcriptions of the title page, neither

amended, translated, nor in any way altered, except that mottoes titles of an 1

repetitious, or matter of any kind not essential to a clear tituUr description,

omitted. Omi.ssions of mottoes are indicated by three stars (*
*

*); of other mat-

ter by tlirto dots (. . .). The phraseology, spelling, and punctuation of the title

\actly copied : but capitals are given only to proper names and adjectives, and
initial words of sentences. Any additions needed, to make the title clear are supplied
and inclosed by bra< !

After the titles, an; given in order: the plaee of publication ;
the year; the year of

copyright, if dill'erent, in brackets; the edition; the number of volumes, or of p.

if in only one volume; t'le illustrations, maps, plates, or portraits; ami the size

nearest in the arbitrary scale, regardless of the fold of the sheet. This scale gives tin?

nearest heights in decimeters, outside measurement: Square and oblong Ixioks have

the si/.e prefixed by sq. or ob. Hooks 1 decimeter high are called '.VJ" ; !.."> dcci., 1

deei.. 1 _'; ,'..". deei., >'; '.', dec!., I"; and all others are marked simply by the n<

In -ighl , /'. ., a book marked I is between :>.."> and !.."> decimeters high. In books having
more than one pagination the number of pages is indicated by giving the last number
of each pagination connected by a -|- : an added -f- indicates additional matter unpaged.
These imprint entries give the facts regardless of tho tible page, and are left blank

only wln-n they can be ascertained neither from the book itself nor from other so;:

The contents of volumes are given when on title pages, or when necessary to prop-

erly identify tin- volume, but no analysis is attempted. Necessary notes are given at

tin bottom of the subject card after the imprint entries.

Duplicates are simply marked copy "J, copy :>, etc., and bear the same class and book

number, but editions of the same book distinct in character are catalogued separately.

In all tin- catalogues, hooks are entered under the surnames of authors when known ;

ninler the initials of authors' names, when these uiily appear, the last initial being put
first ; under the pseudonyms of the writers, when the real names are not ascertained ;

under the names of editors of collections
; under the names of countries, ritif-.

or other bodies which are responsible for their publication; under the first \\,>rd not an

le of the titles of periodicals, and of anonymous books the names <>f \\li.--e

authors are no! a^c.-rtaim-d. Commentaries with the text, and translations are entered

n i id ei' the heading of the original work, but coinmen taries without the text are en!

tinder the name of the commentator. The Bible or any part of it in any langu.i .

entered under the \\onl IJible. Hooks having more than one author are filtered under

the lir.sl named on the title.

In the headings of titles, the names of authors are given in their vernacular form.

In Knglish and Frcin-h surnames beginning with a prefix, (e\crpt the French de and
lie name is recorded under the prdi\. In other languages ami in French n

beginning with de and d', the name is recorded under the word following tin- pi

Compound surnames are entered under the fust part of the name. N hlemen nnd

-iasiicai dignitaries are entered under tln-ir family mimes, but

Oriental writers, friars, p.-i sous c.inoiii/.ed, and all other per-i>n. km-un i-nl\ h\ their

first name, are entered under this lirst name.
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The catalogue is not a biographical dictionary : it therefore only gives the nann-s :

authors with sufficient fullness to distinguish them from each other in practical UM-.

Names in full face lype are the ruling headings under which the books are en-

tered in the various catalogues. Entries not beginning with this type are in addition

to the first or main entry, and are made under the names of translators, editors, com-

mentators, contiuuators, etc., as participators in the authorship; also, in the case of

books having more than one author, or having both generic and specific titles, or pub-
lished by societies or other bodies, and having also the name of the individual author.

These additional entries are made in order to carry out the plan of the authors' cata-

logue, which aims to give under each author's name all his works which the library

contains.

The works of an author known by more than one name are given all together under

the form of name chosen. Any other name or title by which he may be known, if it

differs in the first three letters, is entered in its alphabetical place, followed by the

word See and the name under which the books are entered. Such cross references have

110 titles given under them, but are simply guides to the name chosen.

A single dash indicates the omissiun of the preceding heading: a subsequent dash

indicates the omission of a subordinate healing or of a title. A dash connecting num-

bers] signifies to and including; following a number, it signifies continuation. A .'fol-

lowing a word or entry, signifies probably. Brackets inclose words added to titles or

changed in form.

The German diphthongs a', o, -il are written ae, oe, ue.

Dates are all given in years of the common calendar, and Arabic numerals are uni-

formly used for all numbers.

II. PLAN OF NEW CATALOGUE OF THE BROOKLYN MER-
CANTILE LIBRARY.

A DICTIONARY CATALOGUE DIFFERENT PROM SOME OTHERS EXAMPLES OF IHKJT.i:.

ENCES SUBJECT CLASS LISTS CROSS UKFKKENCKS ANALYSIS OF POLYURAPIIIC

WORKS INDEXES OF PERIODICALS FAC SIMILE EXAMPLES.

The work belongs to what is called the dictionary type, with, bow-

ever, some material variations from the arrangement of subject matters

adopted by the Boston Public Library and by the Boston Athenaeum.

As in the Boston plan, there is one general index, including, 1, Authors :

2, Titles; 3, Subjects; but 4, using certain general class headings, such

as Biography, (individual subjects,) Countries, (alphabetical arrange

ment,) Fiction, (alphabetical arrangement of authors and titles,) and

Plays, (alphabetical arrangement of authors and titles found in col-

lections,) which are composed of material which in the Boston catalogues-

is scattered throughout the general alphabet, but which iu this cata

logue is abstracted from the general alphabet, forming separate das.-

lists. Besides this departure from the Boston methods, there are othei

points of difference.

1. The Boston catalogues place, under the name of the country, all

subject matters having any association, immediate or remote, witl

Countries; such ;;s, 1, Description and Travel, History, and Political III

}>1itlltioHS; as also Arts and Sciences, Costume, Fine Arts, Heraldry, Laii

guage, Law, Literature, Music, Poetry, etc.
; leaving for the range of sub

jects last mentioned only such works as are general in their scop
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I have aimed to draw some line between what relates to the physical,

material, political, and social condition of a country, e. <j., what we might

expect to find in a geographical and historical gazette.-!
1

, and to make
the national feature of such subjects as Arts and Sciences, Costume,
Fine Arts, etc., subordinate to the generic snbj

2. The Boston catalogues enter a book at once under its most

specific heading, while as a rule my method enters it under the in

g -neral subject class heading plus its most specific subheading. Thus
I make Lock* and Kvyx a subhead of Arts (Useful), making a cross

reference from Locks and Keys in the general alphabet to Arts (Useful:
Lwl;x tiinl kt-yx). My scheme is designed

1. To allord readers comprehensive class lists, or subject class lists,

containing all the works the library offers in certain great departments,
such as Biblical, religious, and ecclesiastical literature; Biography ^ History,

Geography and Travels, and National institutions (represented by Coun-

tries;) Fiction; Government and politics; Language; Literature; Political

economy ;
Social science

;
Man (including anthropology, ethnology, and

Prehistoric man) ; philosophy; Physics, etc.

-. To arrange the specific subheads of larger subject headings in the

most perspicuous and economical way, consolidating cognate subheads

\\lien possible, and making cross references when needed.

.">. To place in the general alphabet any such topic as, in my judg-

ment, is on the one band too fragmentary or insulated, or on the other

hand too complex and many sided t(A>e made a subheading under any
one comprehensive heading; as, 1, Argonautic expedition; L', Botany.

4. Under any large class, such as Biblical, religious, and theological

literature, to make cross references from one subhead to other cognate

subheads, and in the general alphabet to make cross references from

subheads to the general (-lass plus the subhead.

">. 'flic arrangement under class headings ought at least to be as obvi-

as the general arrangement of th.- cat.ilogue, or as th- arrangement of

titles under an author. The question as to whether a work is most con-

cerned with subject or with form need not trouble any one, if, as an

object of inquiry, it is placed under the proper heading, along with like

works, mid it' it is made easy for the inquirer to find it. The catalogue

is designed to secure, as far as possible, in one alphabet, an index

authors, titles, class headings, subject class headi; ; tic subjects

and subheads, so that the inquirer may at once be directed to what he

is in search of.

Considerable attention has been given to the anahsisof pol\ -r.iphie

works, this extending to the class of miscellaneous essays, and

portion of the periodical literature i-^ncd >ii:. \Ir.

Poole's Index. The class of Biography already printed inclndo much

of such material. Out of about ll,ooieiii: to independent

works, .-., 100 to volun . and _'.!>" ds.

Some specimens of the catalogue as piin: >ow
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the typographical arrangement, and as a context to accompany tl o

foregoing remarks. Pages 39, 40, 77, and 109 scarcely require any e

planation. On pp. 253-253 l there are examples of cross references froin

title to author, several from subheads to their respective classes, aiid

specimens of author entries. Contents are sometimes arranged in tl o

natural order, and sometimes indexed in alphabetical order. The prece-

dent set by Mr. Cutter, in his Catalogue of the Boston Atheutuuui, ia

using a larger or brevier type for whole books, and a smaller or nonpar* i

type for parts of books and pamphlets, has been for the most part follow** 1

As a rule, author entries take not more than two lines, frequently no

more than one. In classes, the place of publication and size are omitte 1

and titles frequently come within one line when printed in brevier, act

do so in the great majority of cases when printed in nonpareil. C
references and title entrie's are always printed in nonpareil and rarelj

occupy more than one line.

It should be observed that the specimens of the catalogue appendc
are not strictly speaking fac-simile reproductions. The columns

the Brooklyn catalogue being wider, many titles come within one lin

which in the specimens take two lines. As actually printed there at

two columns to a page, the brevier type allowing 81 and the nonpareil

type 102 lines for titles. The number of types to each line, including

spaces, would be about 57 brevier and 65 nonpareil; not including

spaces, would be about 41 brevier and 53 nonpareil. The dimensions of

the whole pa-ge are 9 x 5-^-6 inches.

I. EXAMPLES.

[Commencement of subject class list of Arts (Useful) and manufactures.!

[Top of page 39.]

ARTS (USEFUL) AND MANUFACTURES.
With Works Introductory to the Study and Philosophy of Science.

XOTE. The following subjects are assigned independent places in -the general alphabet, riz : Agl
culture ; Animal magnetism; Anthropology; Archaeology; Architecture; Astronomy;
Biblical, Ecclesiastical, and Relig. literature; Birds and ornithology; Botany ; Chemistry ;

Domestic economy; Ethnology; Fine arts : Geography; Geology ;
Government and jo

tics; History; Insects aud entomology ;^ Linguage; Law ; Logic ;
Mathematics ;

Mei

cine ; Microscope ; Military science . Meteorology ; Mineralogy ;
Moral science :

Music; Natural history; Naval science ; Occult sciences ; Philosophy ; Physics ;
Phi

nology ; Policical economy ; Shells and shell-fish ; Social sciences.

1. Introductory Works. Spencer (H.) Classification, etc. [In his Essay
3, 1874] ...........

Genesis of science. [In At* Essays.] . 254 it

Method, Mutual Relations, and History of the

Xatural and Physical Science*. Si/monds (J. A.) \In his Miscellanies, 1371.] %$<;

Bacon (F.) Advancement of learning, and Xovum
organum.

Whewell (TTm.) [In his Philosophy of iiidu

sciences. 2d part.J '. . . 4< .3.

1 Of the catalogue ;
see pages 654-655 of this volume.
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I. EXAMPLES Continued.

[Foot of page 39.]

7 (IF.) History of the inductive sciences.
i-,7 4023.01

Philosophy of inductive sciences. First part.

History of scientific ideas. 2v. 1858. 4023.04

Same' Second part. Novurn orgamim renova-

tiiin. I Aphorisms concerning idae; Of knowl-

edge: induction and classification ;
Of m'ethod :

Of tbe language of science.] .... 40-J!.OD

See alto in the general alphabet. Cos-

mology ; Biblical and religious lit., (Keligion
ii'iici'} : Evolution; Logic-
yw nee Caldenvood (H.) Relation

of science and philos. [Con temp, rev., v. it;,

!-; I
] ; Kingsley ((' ) S< -iene.e, a 1' cture, [Era-

s'. ", 1-iiii] : Montagu (15.) Essay*,, 183!)

;',.()4]; Spencer (II.) AYhat knowledge is

most worth |
\Vestm. rev., v.7'2. l-5:i] ; Sterling

(.(.) On the worth of knowledge. [In hin

s, v. 1. ^47.09.]

Ancient science.

experimental philosophy. [JiiCham-
bers' Papers, v. 10.] '2516.05

'.1. 1.) Origin of art and sciences. 3 v.

I:*. I 435.20

'./.) Manufacturing arts in ancient times,
with special reference to Bible history.
l-'.t 3941.11

o Aristotle, p :i5: and Inven-
tions, below. Alan Xat. 0,11. rev., v. 3, Iflil.

(Ancient and modern science); Oxford pri/.e

ys, v. 1. 1 KHi (lu what arts have, Moderns
excelled A ncionts) ; Philosophy (Ancient).

Bibliography.

of London. Catalogue of scientific

paper.,. IMMI-1HJ3. r> v V.736.01

Classificntion of Knowledge.

'- (/;.) [7;i his Memoirs on libraries, v.

-J7IHI-J
< it '/') [In St. Louis. Pub. school hbr.

Cat il. IH7H
|

In I/Is Man's origin, ,f<: 1st;.-'.] 5*13.16
Mill '.I. S.i

|
lnl,ix Aii^ustef,,iiite.e(c. 1866. j 54 TJ OH

! I [In I<U Pan tology. 1843.J . . 2715.'0

2. Special Subjects.

Aeronautics.

[Air-travelling, Balloons, etc.]

Arago (D. F.) Aeronautic vovagt-s. [Sm. rop
l~ti3.J ........ '..... ::

GlaUher (J.) Balloon ascensions. [Sm. rop ,

I"ti3] ............ . .

Travels in the air. 1*71 ......
Holland (R.), Jlanon I.U.i, an'l firffn (fl.) Aero-

nautical exped. from Lonilon to \V.-Mining.

Slarcy (J/.) Phonomena of (light in tin- atiim:

kingdom. [Sm. rep., lsi;;t.j ..... :

Marion (F.) \Vonderful balloon M
l.-:o ............. :

Pttttgrno iJ. B.) Modes of tli-ht in relation t..

aeronautics. |Sm- rep., l.-r,7.) ...
Tournachon (F.) A tern- et en 1'air. M.

tin (J6ant [BallonJ. leO!. Par Nad.,r.

[pseud.] ............ :i

Tumor (II.) Astra castra : i-xperinu-nts and ad-
ventures in the atmosphere, l^ti.'i . . '.'

Verne (J.) Five weeks in a balloon. [ Fic-

tion.) .............
Wine (J ) System of aeronautics. l.<* . 3937.00

Through the air: forty years' e\p ri-ne.-.

li-7:t ....... 1 ..... '',

Xnti'. See Royal engineers. Pap.
v. 1-2 |3!)17.12J, for papers on li.illuon recunuoU-
sauces.

Annual Records.

American Institute. Transactions, v. ii 3-J. 1-I7--

_71-2 ............. iill7.0j

Note. Each yearly volume contains a tepoit
in relation to the atiniial exhibition, with ad-

dre-isi-s. Hcientitic lectures, discussions of the
Fanners' club, transactions of the Polytechnic.
a->ociation, and proceedings of the Photo-

graphic section.

Annee Kcientiti(iuo et indnxtrielle. Par L. Fi-

gui.-r .........-- Same. Tables <16cennales. i-.MJ-l

Annual of sclent ilic discovei \ . Ed. bv I>. A. U'.-IU

[andothet . . . :i'.il-J.(il ;

40
[Top of page 40.]

ARTS, USEFUL: Aqueducts to Cotton.

'. record of science. Ed. by S. F. P.aird.
'

. . . .

nee and art. Ed. bv J. Timlin. 11 v.
l-> 38. H. '.

For continuation xce Year-book of

'M. bvJ.Timbs. lH:)!l-74. :i'.HI (II

nut lire and pupnlar si-icnce. Eel. by
I.l'. Ura per. 1-^VJ........ 3906.18
See aluo Periodicals, in this class.

Aqueducts.
K'eportM on the construction of the

. of the aqueduct of Alexandria can.il

Carriage-Painting.
Arlnl (). Complete guide. I-'.l . . . 3D38.S8

r (/'. /.M Carriage painter's ni.-ininl.

.....
|) and New Y..rk ' ichni.iker'ii mag. V.

13-14, March, Iti71 April. l-M.

Carriages.
Adaint (W. H.) KnK"' 1* 1 ' plemiir orrli:

11:37 ............. :' **

Casting.
, (lit, ) nici -banii - 'workshop. l-7i'. 3983.06

- <"".'

r"""" ;lr n
;

rl

; "_'

' ; ''"'

-;'"'"'",,,:,; ^ Cements, Limes, Mortars, and Concrete.

a Waterworks.

Arches.
Hi the MtretiL'th of A. l.-:i> .

>" Engineering, ?..:/- . and Archi-
tecture, p. 33.

(Se otto Masonry, pm^ <
.'

,1 I./.) Es,;lV O.I .flH'klim.v ..- >

;ii.o4

United States i"mmiiotirr> i 1

il
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1. EXAMPLES Continued.

[Foot of page 40.J

Canals.

Armnnid (G.) Internal navigation of the 17. S-

1830 3!l-.'7.'Jti

Frisi(P.) Essays on canals. 1861 . . . J(i-J5.-_"J

j-'ultmi (K.) Improvement of oanafe 1796. :j!fJ7..'-j

Gt. Britain. K-pcu-t of oommiadooen [on the Cal-
edonian canal]. 1804 3927.24

Stevenson (D.) Canal and river engineering.
187-2 3!>2ti.39

Tanner (H. S.) Canals of the United States.
1840 3927.25

Carpentry and Joinery.

[See Architecture, p. 33.]

Cotton, and Cotton manufactures.
Arnold (K. A.) History of the cotton famine

1064 ............. 5926.0
Baines (E.} History of the cotton manufacture i

Great Britain. 1835 ....... 3'.I3-J.(I

Baird (K. H.) American cotton spinne:
1851 ............. 3931.01

Dudley (J. 0.) Growth, trade, and manufacture
cotton. 1853 .......... 5926.Gt-

Foley (E. D.) Cotton manufacturers' assistant
1870 ............. 3!i:il.n

Ueldard (J.) Hand-book on cotton muiiufarnin-t.

History of cotton ; including spinning, dveinjr. am
weaving. 1853 ......... 3U31.0-;

II. EXAMPLES.

[Beginning of subject class list of religious and theological works, placed under Biblical* as the in-

itial word, to secure direct reference to page from the subheads.
]

[Top of page 77.]

BIBLICAL, RELIGIOUS, AND ECCLESIASTICAL LITERATURE.

Alphabetical Arrangement of Subjects.

NOTE. Readers are reminded that as a rule Biblical and Theological Encyclopa-diai
\vill afford the readiest means of arriving at information upon special topics, archaeo-

logical, doctrinal, historical, personal, or otherwise.

Absolution.

Lloyd (H.) The power of the keys. 1873.. 3567.21

Acts of the Apostles.
Alexander (J. A.) The Acts; expounded.

2 v. 1861 3755. 08
Arnot (W.) Church in the house; lessons,

etc., 1874. 3512. 12

Apocryphal Gospels, Acts, etc.

Cowper (B. H.) Apocryphal gospels, etc., tr. with
notes, 1867.

Contents: Gospel ofJames. Psendo-Matthew,
or of the infancy of Mary and of Jesus. Gospel
of the nativity of Mary. History of Joseph
the carpenter. Gospel of Thomas. Arabic
gospel of the infancy. Letter of Abjrar to
Jesus. Letter of Jesus to Abgar. Letter of
Lentulus. Prayer of Jesus, Son of Mary. Story
of Veronica. Gospel of Nicodemus, or Acts of

Pilate; 2d part, or Descent of Christ to the
underworld. Letter of Pilate to Tiberius. Let-
ters of Herod and Pilate. Epistle of Pilate to
Ciesar. Iteport of Pilate, the governor.

Trial and condemnation of Pilate. Death c>f

Pilate. Story of Joseph of Ariuiathea. R
venging of the Saviour. Syriac gospel of tia

boyhood of Jesus.
Hone ( W.) Apocryphal Jfew Testament. 1846.

37.TT. ( I

Contents: Gospel of the birth of Mary. Pn
tevangelion by James the lesser. Gospel
the infancy of Jesus Christ.

Church histories, from the 16th century: and
the article

' Arininianism '

in M'ClintOCi
and Strong's Cyclopaedia, v. I.

Ariauism.
Newman (J. H.) Arians of the 5th century. 1*71.

"

34t3.-i

See also Church, history, from the 4rh i.>

the 7th century ; also Creeds ; Doctrines ;~
Trinitarianism.

Astronomy and Religion.
Burr (E. F.) Ecce crelnm. 1869 401K. 5

Chalmers (T.) Discourses on the Christian iwel i

tions, riewed in connection with the modem
astronomy. 1817 353:2.11

[Foot of page 77.]

78
[Top of page 78.]

BIBLICAL AND RELIGIOUS WORKS : Astronomy to Bible.

Dick (T.) Works, v. 2. 1853 5033.02
Contents: Celestial scenery. Siderial heav-

ens. Practical astronomer. Solar system.
Foster (J.) A. and revelation. [In his Critical es-

says, v. 2.) 2525.04
Hervo/ (J.) Contemplations on the starry heavens.

\In /iu Meditations.] T 3557.19
Mitchell (O. M.) Astronomy of the Bible. 1867.

4016.19
Ormathwaite (Lord.) A. and geology compared.

1872 '. . 4013.07

Start and the earth, [anon.] 1868.. . .4016.32

Bible.

NOTE. For other headin<js relating to

Bible nee Apocrypha ; Apocryphal ;
I ti-

nge;- -Evidences; Old Testament;N >w

Testament ;
names of different Books ol '.

and X. T. ; Parables ; Religion and
ence. etc.. etc. Also Jews; Palestine.
names of sacred places (in class Countries

Botfidd(li.) *Pret':ices to the first editions of -m
sacred Scriptures. 1861 276 01
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HI. EXAMPLES.

[Beginning of Biography.!

[Top of page 109.]

BIOGRAPHY. PART 1: COLLECTIVE WORKS.
NOTE. Part 2, Individual Biography, begins on page 116.

Uses of Biography. Special collections.

Adulphus (J. L.) Oxford prize essays, v.

liroini (./. />'. ) On the uses of B. 1871 3024.12
<'nrt

!ilh(T.') Essays ..... 2517.12
/'o.s /(./.) Critical essays, v.2. 1856 2525.04

Helps (A.} Friends iu council. 2d ser., v.

1 .......... 2531.26
Uwi (/;./'.) Uses of B. 1852 . 3082.16

>'*//' Biography.

([.} Miscellanies. 1790. pp. 59-
77 .......... 2522.28

Foxier (./.) On :i man's writing memoirs of
himself. [///ii* Essays. 18:55.] 5412.00
-

(./.././;.) Essays. 1844. pp. 20U-
.) ......... 2532.18

Bibliography.

(E. .V.) Bibliographic biogra-
piiii[im universelle. 2 v. 1854 . 2736.09

Hiot/raphical Dictionaries.

10 Encyclopaedias, in the general alphabet.]

(./., and otli/'i-n). General biography.
Id v. 17'l>:i-H15 ..... 3228.01

.llijilrlini'x cyclopedia of biography. Edited

by F. L. Hawks. 1856 . . . 3236.01

NOTE. The c/i/.-/i/x of most of tli.'.s rollor-
tions, when not L'iv.-n iinil.-r thr- following *</
ia'jx. will i... foinni Dodr(b04MfMor <

name*, iu
tho general alphabet

Adventurers.

Davenport (K. A.) Narratives of pi-ril ami
goffering........ :'.-jt;i.m

Contents : Charl>s Ivlwanl : .1. .1. t

'

,

W. Maxwell: oarl ot Niihsilnl,. : StiiiiiMau*
Leczinski, kins; of Pulaml

;
II. Cm ,

(L.) Remarkable adventuron. 2
v

American Biography : 1. Dictionaries.

Allen (W.) American biographical diction-

ary. 3d -d. l-.')7..... 3247.01
Drake, (F. S.) *I)iction:iry of Amrriraii

biography, including men of tin- timr.
187-2. ......... 3217.1*

Rogers (T. J.) A new American biograplii-
cal dictionary. 4th ed. 182D. . 3J42.0d

Americau Biography : 2. Miscellaneous
Collections.

American adventures by land and sea.

[OHO/I.] ........ 1071.03
American Kepos. 2d e.d. 1811. . . 3 -jr.'. "7

[Top of last page of Biography.]

BIOGRAPHY (INDIVIDUAL)i Wycliffe to Zwingli. 215

\\'Y< i. ii , i ..lolnn. f.niUniii'il.
" North Hi it. rev., v. 20, 1853-4 ; Qnar.

v. Ini. 1858, <>r Lit!. .11, l.-.VI, v. I
;
Westm.

iv v.. v . ;-.!. 1854.

10 article in Allihone, v. :t, with' unthor-
ltien

; refei-eneey. hi 1'oole's Index; Works OU the
eliurch history of England, !>. Ml: hi.storie.s of
1.1'e Reformation, p W ; nml general hl.storie.s
ot England (under Countries).

V\ v\i \\ i .IcllVics. .liiK'i-. vinnji. anatomist, b.

I -I I. <l. 1*74).
Set Atliiiiiie monthly, Nov.. 1H7-I (l.v O. \\'.

II. . hues) : Did Mild New. v. 1111. I.-7I: 'I'opnl.ir
eienee monthly, .l;in., 1"7,'. (lv 15. ('. Wilder).

::.'.-. i.n
.. v. ^<>

~
:le\'s m

rinxtedi ;
1' i 'in

|
ile Ini. .Inn i

. \-~,\.

C (Kdwaid. /.'//<//. tliriin anil pott, l>.

L681. /. 17G.">V

Itell (K.) Lives i.f Kn-lish |x.el. v. S. . ri.'Il IT

Johnson (S.) Liven of ihe Knulinh j>'

J.........
Mitfnnt (J.) Life of [In Y'i E v I

1-M
1
...... lttM.UI

~. I- I \'.

VIM N'. rriiomas, .w. i>., i'.mji. i

177::. </. 1-

Peacock
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III. EXAMPLES Continual.

fFoot of last page of Biography.]

YATKS (Joseph, C., gov. of State of2few York,
b. 17t;-, d. 1837).

Jenkins (J. S.) Governors of Xew York, p 319-
345. Ih5 1 - 3247.03

YEAKSI.KY (Ann, English poetess, b. 175t> .' d.

1806).
Southey (R.) Uneducated poets. 1836. . 3264.02

YOUK (Cardinal of). See. STUART (lioyal
house of"), p. 2(>2.

YORKE (Charles, Engl. lord chancellor, b.

1722, d. 1770).
Campbell (J., lord). Lord chancellors of England,
v. 5 -. 3254.07

YOHKK (Philip, earl of Hardid eke, lord chan-

in

Heea(J.G.) Life of. 181-2.

Croly (G.) His-torical
1>J2

Dora d'Istria (Comtesse).

8\vitzerlnni I.

3434.SI

3187.1
sketches, p. 153-2 1

Switzerland, ct'-.. v

cellor, b. 1G90, d. 171)4). tne reformation
Harris (G.) Lit',: of. 3 v. 1847 . 3075.16 1858.
Campbell (J., lord). Lord chancellors of England,
v. :>.............. 3^54.07

YOUNG (Brighain, Mormon high-priest, b.

1-01).
Wuite (Mm. C. V.) Mormon prophet rind

his harem. 186(>..... 31.-7.lf,

McCarthy (J.) Modern leaders. 1872. . 3257.16

See also works on Mormonism, p. 94
;
and

(in Countries) Utah and the Moimons.
YOUXG (Cha.s. Mayne, Enrjl. trayvdian, b.

1771, d 1856).

Young (C.JO Memoir of. 1871. . 3187.26-- Same. [Abridged.] Personal remin-
iscences. Ed. by E. H. Stoddard.

XOTE. Readers are reminded that the titles of works which are abbreviated in this clns*. UIKIF

the names of their subjects, may be found more fully entered under the names of their autlmrx. in t:

general alphabet.

ZOKOASTKU. (ancient Perxinn

teacher},
See his name, in general alphabet.

ZaCHOKKB (Jobann Heiniirh Daniel. C,,.

man author, b. 1771, d. }-

Autobiography. London, l-4.~>. -. 31*7.
Iledue (F. II. I Prose writers of (lernsa

'il] ; Dura d'Istria's Switzerland, v. 1,

200-215.

ZWIXGM (Ulrich, N<rm prot.- reformer,
14-1, d. 1531).

Blackburn (\V. M.) Ulrich Zwingli. tl

patriotic reformer, i

Cliristoffel (R.) Xwingli; or, the ri*e ,f

Tii^gart (K.) Leading reformers lri:i . ;i

Kce also Bibl. Saera, July, Oct.. 1-51 : Apii
July, If52 (Lit'eol'Ztiinah. by 11. 1). ( '. Kobbin.
Fraser's nia^., v. 53. l;-56, or Littell. v.,13, .

Xortli Brit. lev . v. 2!', 1 ,-.">,
; v. l;i. ,

See also general works on the Reformatici
(p. 99), by Merle d'Aubiv;ne (Books viii., x

xvi.), and other writers; and li;

Switzerland.

252

IT. EXAMPLES.

[Top of page 252.J

CAMPS CARACCIOLI.

Camps and prisons. See Duganne (A. J. H.)
K-IJ5 643.06

CamilS (C. E.) Treatise on the teeth of
wheels. From the French, by J. I.

Hawkins. 3d ed. London, 1868.
- 3923.33

Canada. See Countries. (Canada.)
Canals. See Arts (L'sefnl: canals, p. 40).

Canary bird. See Birds, p. 217.

Canary Islands, ticc Countries. (Canary Isl-

and*.)
Cancer. See Medicine. (Cancer.)
Candide: or the optimist, i

In Voltaire. Works.
v.23.] 5081.23

Same. [In Voltaire. CEuvres, v. 33,
l^M-1 5083.33

Candle (Chemical history of a). See Faraday
,

<M -) 4-J14..40

Candlish (Robert S.) Lectures on the
book of Genesis. 3 v. London, 1863.
16" 3731.02

Life in a risen Savior. Phila., 1858 ;

12" 3527.1:,

K<:

by F. C. Hingeston. London, W*
8. [Rolls chron.].

Chronicle of England. [To 1417.]
by F. C. Hingeston, L., 1-

[Rolls chron.]
"
)l4M

Capital punishment.
.1,','rman (J. Y.) "Fnrca et fossa:'' a reT'.eW

]

of certain modes of capital punishment in

the middle aires. [Archaeoloeia, v. 36,

'.]

5
.

Armstrong (L.) Sigusof the times: tend-

ency of efforts for the abolition "f

1849 5-17. Oi

Bovee (ST. H.) Christ and the gallovs j

reasons for the abolition of capital

punishment. 1869 5817.04
Bnrleiah (C. C.) Thoughts on the de ith

penalty. 1-45.
'

10
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IV. EXAMPLES Continued.

[Foot of page 253.]

Past, present, and the future. Ph., 1818. Carlist revolts. See Spain (War* of
8 5913.04

Principles of social science. 3 v. Ph.,
l-.V. 8 5913.01

Unity of law; in physical, social, men-
tal, and moral science. Philadelphia,

,

1.-JIJ-JO) ; CarlUm in Spain, t.y .1. "W. PtMtOO,
Sunbner, Dec., le7.J ; Carlou'(Don), in Biog-
raphy, p. i->a.

Carlovingians. f-ee Sismondi (J. C. L. S d.-).

Freni-ii under tin- C.
i.~)i:>.i..-j ; anil general his-

tories of Kruno-, '.

1*72. 8 5814.22 Cartyle (Joseph D.) Specimens of Ara-

Carey (IT. M.) Echoes from the harp of
|

hinn poetry. [With Arabic t \:
]

Fiance. Caen, 1858. 24. . 1031. n,; Cam., 1796. am. *. ... l.ui

Car.ey (James P.) Record of the great Carlyle (Thomas). Collected work -

rebellion ; chronological. N. Y., 1865. London, 17U-71. -'. . . . C,0,'T.ni

634. 05

Carey (Matthew). Essays on political

economy. Phil., 1822. 8. . 5932. 13
I. Addresses of the Philadelphia

.iy tor the promotion of national industry.
Jew olive branch: identity of interest be-

twpcn agriculture, manufactures, and com-
ini-rri-. :',. Address to Congress : ruinous con-

Bcqurnci-s of a dependence on foreign markets.
I. Address to the fanners of the United Stairs
on tin' ruinous rniiM'quencex of the existing

[tarilt'!. Farmer's and planter's friend. Stric-

ture on Cambreleng's Examination oi' the nexv

tariff.

Letters to Adam Seybert, on the re-

newal of the charter of the hank of

the r. S. 2d ed. Philadelphia. 1H1.
5915.08

Olive branch, or faults on both sides,
federal and democratic. 3d ed. ISi.s-

Ton, l-ir>. 1C." 5714.07

Contents :

1. Sartor Resartus. H-1-. (,'n>iiiw.-ll's I..-1-

t< i> an ! -,;..

IK. I. itli-r d.iy )iainph-
phletH.

2-4. French revolution.
5. Life of S<-hiller.

li-11. K.s.iaxrt.

l:i. Heroes and hero

worship.
13. Past aud Present.

Jll. l.il.- of Ji,:

lins;.

21 -M. Frederick the
Gr.at.

London, 1871.-- Same. Index.
H"........... 5020.21

Critical and inisffllancn

Philu., l.-.VJ.
- ..... -'.-,17. !>

Content* : Juan Paul Fi it-drich Kicl.ti-r.

German literature. Life and xsritn

"\Veriii-r. (iiM-lhe's lli-lii. a. (iiM-tlie. Hum-.
Life of Hi'.viie. lii-nnaii J>la\ ii^'l.t. V.

NovatiH. Siiinxof the linn-*. .Iran I'atil 1'ried-

rich Kirhti-r. llistnry. Luther*
]

Schiller. Niheliiiiyen lied, (irrmali litelatnie

of (lie xiv. and xv. centiirii-.s. (ierman
;

Charai-ti-iislii-s. (Juiilii-'s iiorti.iil. r.iur.

]>hy. Himwell'H .lohiisiui. I)i.ith ut diH-tlie.

V. EXAMPLES.

[Top of page 30(i.l

COUNTRIES: Egypt.

Egypt.

'istory Religion, Science, Aniiquitiet,
etc.

.lnti<ii<'i!i,-* of E. [anon.] L., 1841. 8.
107:-,. 11

Complexion of the ancient Egyp-
tians. [In Royal BOC. of lit. Trans., v. :t,

.... ........ socrf.oa

/i'irc/i (.s.) Ancient hi.-t. (Voni the monii-
nients. K}iy,,t ti> is. r. :;). . 1091.27

I'-rijuiil (,/. ) ol.Merv. relative to ancient

history......... 428.01
the dead. [In Eunseu. Egypt's place,........ 1075.07

/;"-
'''^ypt's i>l:i'-e in univer-

sal histnry. f, v.' IH4H-67. . 'iKTri.d:?

I "i- Contents see p. 241 of this cata-

logne,

Chanpollion- i'itjnu' (./. J.) r.^yj>t<' ancienne

[hiatoireet description],

'

l.-::n. [Uni-
vers.] ......... '.nil.-'::

'/,irA- i A'./..) Dnleth; or E. illustrated.

{Dr.) Of the wisdom of tlio an-
. [Archaeoloeia, v. 4.

in r.^x]>t. K.'s place among the
Dt monarchies. 1-71. . 1077.04

/. /'. ) Chronological inquiry into the
ancienl liistoi v ol V.. \~.\1. '. ;,J-.'l.l-

,'tian fru<;meiitM from Manetho, Ainini-

Marcelllnua, etc. [In the Phonix.
........

Same. [/( hit Atirielit frnx'"et.t.............

Wood-ward
cient

17-1;.].

2. Modern Histor

finypte sons la domination de Melieinet Ali,

par MM. P. et II. 1-I-. LUuiver..]
UOlJM

Mnn<l (J. ,/.) f.., di-pllis lu roni|i|ete dc.s

Avalx's jn-i|ii':i lailininiialii.il tr:iii<;aiae.

1-I-. [Univer*.} .... '.mi.-JI

Moritr (./. /'.) Memoir of a raiii|>:iiu with tho

ottoman ato.\ in i-:^\i-t. i-'".
I in Pam-

phleteer, v. i:i ]
........

/'<(/.m (.1. .1.) \\\-\>-\\ of th. Egyptian
revolution from the period ot

elnkes U'Jth i-etitiny )
to the ileaih ,f

M.iliammrd All. [ l-i'-'l- - v. . I":

Kiiwll (M.) Vie\\ "I ai.. . and iiu.il.-rii K.

l-i:;. ......... l H-7

i .1.) T.. SOU.H la domination Iran-

caise. ... "I. VI

\'nlii v II'. //.i Modern history and coixlt-
*

I ion of Kj,'.\|'t :
w Mil account of Moliatn-

mnl All PlMoha, Mom I-

liC.;.l-J

s,r alto, in Biography, p. 178, Htr-
IIAMMI I' All.

:i. /vi-ri;>rin mnd trmttu.

Abd-al-l.al'.f. Kelnlli.n rcnpcctiox E., 1903. [/

pinkerton. \ i.v]

.Idiim* (.1. "la naturalist in the

Nile x alley. I -7"..... HUM I-'
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V. EXAMPLES Continue.!.

[Top of p-ifrc 307.]

COUNTRIES: Egypt to England. 307

-Village life in Egypt. 2 v. 1<>X 1082.06

Sf. f//iH (./. ^f.) Egypt and Xnl>i;i.

Lsis: an Egyptian pilgrimage. vi v.

1091.07

(A
r
.) Letters on Egypt, ancient

and modern. 2 v. 1786.'. . 107(>.10

( //'.) Meeting the sun : a journey.
1-74.' . . . . ..... '

K)4.").(H

Smith (A. ('.) The Nile and its luniks.

Egypt and Xnhia. a v. L-'iH. Ki-l.'J-J

Smi/the (L'. A. II.) Egyptian sepulchres. dr.

1074..... " ..... 1091.25

Spencer (J. A.) Travels in Egypt, etc.

1850. . ........ *

lli.V'.ld

St2)liens (J. L.) Incidents of travel in

Egypt in l-3(i. 2 v..... ln:5-,VJO

Taylor (!',.) Egypt, r/c. in 1874. . 1031.2K

Thompson (J. P.) Photographic views of E.

1854. . ........ 108201

rolney (<"'. F.) Travels through Egypt. 2 v.

171H.......... *

lu-J.-J:;

"Voyajro on fiirypte. {In his (Euvres.]

Wanderings in the land of Hani. f';ion.]
1858.......... 1093.09

Warhnrton (E.) Crescent and the cross.

1850.......... io-j.17

Ward (A.) Around the Pyramids, l-T)'.)-

GO........ '. . . ln-2.15

Whattly (M. L.) More about ragged life in

Egypt......... 10-1.21

Ragged life in Egypt. 18(53 . 1081.24

IFUkiiwon (.S<> J. (1.) Handbook for E. con-
densed from Modern E. and Thebes.
1858. [Murray's Handbook.] . lds,).(i>)

Modern ..Egypt and Thebes. 2 v.

1H4:1. . .
-....... 1070.14

Ifotes on a part of the eastern desert of upper
K . \\ ith a in-ip. [In Royal geogr. soc. Jour-
iiiil. v. i, 1832.] ......... 903.05

Stealso, iu this class, Africa; East (The);

Nile ; Pyramids ; -Suez canal Thebes.
in th" i:eneral alphabet. History ( f'm

ri-rwii
, Ancient) ; Hieroglyphics ; Mum^

mies.
Note. The l*-st iiinii(i^fa|ihs on UK- ,'inci"iil

Kiiypt ians fur tlic J:<-IIIT:II ri'.i'lc-i- an- tin- \\nrk
of *Vi lei nan n. and l\rii*lrirk K'-n-ii'x and Itn

.in; brii-fifi
1

i.-onipcinU. liiniti-ii'ii \vurl

elves original materiah I'm- bist iry.imtNharpe
istlutniost pojnihir UI-IHT;I I bUtorical narralivu
AIIIOIILC the many cnti-i-tainin^ bocikrt <lc.-ci-i|)
tivc of modern Kirypt Wilkinxntt'x aro th
and must oomprenensive.
Fur tho religion of Egypt, ten Mythology

(Ancient) ; Various religions, and Pa
gillisni (p. 100). bcsidi-s t In-, wurk-i cnui:

itbo\r, uC li'innen. Dnnii mnn<l, Hi'i-vi.l'itux. 1'iu

tarth. Pric/iard, Wil!;iiifn.
For articles from tee lllackwnoil

v. lim, I-'CIMK. and Sncy. canal); v. IO->, I8>>
(what the old Egyptians km-\v : How

thef.'
lived and died; -Jart.) : Frasrr's sna^., v. 6C,
]-.">'. i iK.Lr.vpriaii and sacred chroaol
l-i;."> (Ksyptian talc of ()() I years ai:u.' 1>\ C. W.
Goodwin) ; Cambridge cs>a\-s. i-.> dii.-i.iti'

papyri, by C. \V. Goodwin); v'. V-.
1

. 1-ti.") (Let-
ters t'rum K., l-(i.j) : n.s.. v. 1. l-;ii (Anindine-i
Xili and Siu-z canal, by \V. H. Uu.-,st>lli : Lot
dun (ju. rev , <):., 1-7-1. and I/it..|l. 1-71. v. !

(Egyptian Monk of the Dead' : N'ar. <in. rei ,

v. li. Jwlli (Arts and sciences .inmnu t!ie E.): >".
A. rev., v. illj, l-.;i (|5 M |-ial. efc.) ;

v. !ti. lt.l

(Egyptology) ; v. I0!l, l.-'C'J (Cuast of K . and th >

Snezcanall; Nui'tl, l;rit. rev., v. -j:i. 1-.".- ( !;. an 1

Syria): v. .T.I. HC:! (Alexandria and a -liinpse (.

E.); <,) lar. rev., v. 10.'), 1AVJ (Bun.-en's ].. an 1

the chronology of Bible).
In fiction see Romance of ancient histor. .

EL_r.v|>t. iJv. [214. U|; Gautier's Itomanceof i

mammy [194.17| ; fibers' daughter of an K^.V].-
tian kin?: [181.421 : Terrasson's sr-thu.-

of Memphis) [571S.15]; Kingsley's 1!

[2J1.17] : and fur modern characters, About'3
Fellah

| 112.0,")]; De Leon's Askarus KasS-c
the Copt[ 172.39]; Muehlbach's M..liam-:

[2J2.7fJ; Palgrave's Herniaiin A.^ha [2J4.6-J

Elizabeth, (A*. J.)

UatJMd (E. F.) History of E. I-/.-

ENGLAND, AND THE ENGLISH GOVERNMENT.
NOTE. The arran^emeut of subdivisions of this subject is as follows: I. Census. II. Constitu-

tion and Government. III. Court and Official Registers (p. so-*). IV. Foreign Policy (p. 3(fr).

v. History, i, General Works (P. 308). VI. History. 2, By Periods (p. 309). vil. Historical

Collections, including the ' Master of the Rolls' series of Calendars and Chronicles, vill. Material

Resources and Progress (p 313). IX. National dualities (p. 313). X. Naval History (p 31 1).

XI. Parliamentary Debates and Sessional Papers (p 314). XII. Parliamentary Law and

Boroughs d>. 314). XIII. Parliamentary Reform (p. 314). XIV. Parliamentary Registers,
and Personal History (p. 314). XV. Parties 'p. 314). XVI. Social Manners, and Condition of

the People (p. :si4). XVII. Travels and Description' (p. 314). xvm. Treaties and Diplomatic
Documents (p- 3ifi).

I. Census.

Lciri* (J.) Digest of the E. census of 1871.
yo.

'

-M.u 11 constitution 187<J. . . . .>/ r "

'

II. Constitution and Government.

Allen (./.) Inquiry into the rise and growth
of the royal jirfrogjitivf in England.
New ed. Added, Character of king
Eadwig. 1--U). . . . .'.Tl-iL'

Bagelmt (W.} The English
57:

Freeman (E. A.) The growth of the En<
constitution 1872. . .~>?1'

and complete collection ol' I i

teats mode in the Honae of lords. [I
1

to 17-17.] t> v. Edit)., 174>. 12. 474
Hallam (H.) Constitutional hi.storv of

1851. . . . *,
r)04

Leckie (ff. !'.) Essay on the practice of the I

isli iroverntnent ;

abstract theory,
1U J . . . .

distinguished from
in". IPampleteet
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III. NEW YORK APPRENTICES' LIBRARY CATALOGUE.

It is now generally admitted by librarians that a complete catalogue
should give information as to the author, title, ami subject of every
bjok. It is also agreed that auth>rs and titles ca:i bj exhibited in the

most intelligible and satisfactory manner only by means of an alpha-
betical catalogue; but on the third point, that of the subject of the book,
there is cousiderable diversity of opinion and practice. There are, how-

ever, two prominent schemes or methods to which all the plans proposed
may be reduced, and these are, first, the systematic catalogue; and, sec-

ondly, the dictionary or alphabetical catalogue.
It is generally assumed by the partisans of each of these plans that

each catalogue is complete in itself and adequate to supply all the

information of the other. It is worth while, therefore, before examining
the method of each catalogue, to ascertain whether there are not fuiul.i-

mciitally different kinds of subjects, because, if this is s >, it m iv turn

out that each kind may need a different "made of treatment. Tuis, as

we shall see, is actually the case.

The objects upon which human knowledge is based, whether apper-

taining to the external world of the senses, or to the internal world of

thoughts, can be viewed from two standpoints.
In the first place, each object may be viewed as complete in itself, as

standing alone, or as a totality as a concrete unit;

Secondly, objects may be viewed in their relation to other objects, or

as parts of an abstract unit.

Now, it is evident that classification is nothing but the form itiou of

abstract units, by abstracting from concrete objects characteristics they
have in common and uniting them in groups or classes. Classification

is, therefore, necessarily abstract, and demands for its exhibition an

abstract method. If we then unite the different abstractions or cla^

in higher abstractions, and arrange the whole hi the order of its various

genera and species, we get 11 systematic scheme of all our abstractions

or classes, and also a skeleton of the systematic catalogue, the plan of

which we will now examine.
The systematic catalogue, as its name implies, divides the whole field

of knowledge into a system of classes or departments, with subdivision*

in each, the place of each division being fixed according to its greater
or less degree of dependence or relation toother classes. All the* boo UN

relating to a class ;uv here brought together, and if the special student

of any science or art wishes to know what there is in the library on his

study, he has only to ascertain the whereabouts of his specialty in the

general scheme to tind all he needs brought together within the roni|>.i--

of a tew pages, the whole arranged in the natural order of its \ait<>ii>

parts, and in clo>e proximity toother related classes which often th;

great light on the subject, in hand. As mo>t classed catalogues h.ive

,.ieii\ed a synopsis or index of the sclie.no of classification, it is not ttu

42 E
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difficult a matter as has been represented to ascertain where to find a

given class; and, assuredly, the great convenience of finding, at one

glance, all one needs, counterbalances the small labor necessary in read

ing a brief synopsis, especially as any person of ordinary intelligence,

after ones mastering the scheme, can readily turn to any class he wants.

It is then quite clear that the sole function of the systematic cata-

logue is to indicate what books there are on certain classes, and to

arrange these classes in systematic order. In a word, the information

it gives is wholly general. Its methol and principles being abstract, it

cannot transcend its limits and exhibit individual topics which are con-

crete. These demand an altogether different and diametrically opposed
mode of treatment.

If we wish to know, for instance, all there is in the library aboul

such concrete objects as horses, plants, tobacco, iron, England, etc., wt

should be obliged, in a systematic catalogue, to look in numerous

classes. And even if we knew exactly in which particular classes-

books on these topics were to be found, we should often need to read

through all the titles of a class, because the classification being base

on abstract principles, the subdivisions are necessarily abstract also,

and seldom coincide, in name even, with individual objects.. There is

then, but one course to pursue. There being no bond of union betweei

individual topics when they, are viewed as wholes standing alone, or HS

concrete units, it is necessary to arrange them in some arbitrary \vny

in order to find them readily, and this can be best done by selecting the

names of the individuals and placing them in alphabetical order, and

when we have done this we have produced the second form of catalogue,

namely, the dictionary or alphabetical catalogue of subjects.

In the dictionary catalogue the idea of classification is abandoned

altogether, every subject being arranged under its most specific head

according to the alphabetic order of its name. Class headings also ap-

pear, but they contain nqt a complete list of books thereon, but merely

treatises on the class as a whole, or general works. In short, every head-

ing is treated exhaustively T so far as it may be regarded as a whole,

although classification itself is admitted to be foreign to the genius of

this form of catalogue. Numerous cross references are introduced from

one topic to a related one, or to subordinate topics, and this is supposed

to be a sufficient substitute for classification. This, however, is a mis-

take. -Classification, as has been shown, concerns itself only with ab-

stract parts of objects, and for this reason, an object necessarily falls io

numerous classes; the dictionary catalogue, on the contrary, vie\vs

every subject as a concrete whole. It is not enough, therefore, to refer

from the name of a class to the concrete objects comprised within it,

because these belong in the class only under a certain aspect, and there-

fore a list of references under a class, say Botany, if followed out and the

various headings were all arranged under one head, would not constitute

a class list of botany, but would be a heterogeneous mixture of books

from totally different classes. Again, supposing an inquirer could.
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under each reference, select exactly what related to his particular class,

what an interminable labor that would be, compared to the one reference

in the systematic catalogue !

It is, therefore, evident that each form of catalogue is incomplete,

or, rather, that each is complete as far as its limits allow it to go. Kach
is admirable in its way the one for general information concerning

classes, and the other for specific information concerning individuals.

The method <:f the one is abstract and that of the other is concrete, and
as Imtli methods cannot be united without doing violence to the prin-

ciples iipon which each is based, and yet the information given by each is

equally necessary, we must accept both asco ordinate parts of one whole.

A perfect catalogue should, then, have two parts, the one systematic
or classed, and the, other alphabetical. The first p irt should contain a

complete list of all the books, arranged in the order of classification,

with subdivisions, which need not, however, be unnecessarily minute, as

the purpose of this part is simply to give general information, and for

the attainment of this end a few subdivisions are sufficient. There

should be prefixed a synopsis of the scheme of classification, so that the

place of each class can be readily found.

The second part, or alphabetical catalogue, should contain, first, a

complete list of all the individual authors with their works in suha-lpha-

betical oider; secondly, the titles of all such books as do not clearly

indicate the subject treated of; thirdly, it should contain (1) individual

subjects or topics, with lists of all the books thereon, whether stated in

the title or only implied; (I*) class headings may be introduced, but

simply aN references to Part 1, so that any one wishing to find a class in

Part 1 could do so in two ways, first by means of the synopsis prefixed

to Part I, oi-, secondly, by referring to its name in Part li
; (.'{)

cross

references, as in the ordinary dictionary catalogue.

Soiiieeonerete topics, as Kuglaud, America, and the names of countries

generally would not need to have all the books relating to them brought
under one view, because, in the first place, this would require consider-

able space, and. secondly, it would answer every purpose if in all cases,

when a par! of a concrete topic is also a subdivision of a class ill the

N\Niemitic livision, a reference were made to Part 1. Thus it there

\\ere, in the !ir>t part, such subclasses as English History, Knglish Lan-

guage, etc., there might appear in the alphabetical catalogue, under tbe

heading Kngland, such ivleiences as this:

i, : 1 MI Uixt<try8ee Class K. 1.

/ :n
;i>iitffe See Class \\ . _'.

'irnl History S,

It, however, there were no sub -lass-s such as the foregoing in I'm

1, a mere reference to the Qfe|MM in which these subjects were included

would not be sntlicient ; it would then I >e necessary to give a complete
list of all the books on Kngland.
The s\xtcm thus briell\ explained is carried out in detail, although in

a somewhat crude form, in the Catalogue of the Apprentices' Lihr.n\,
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(September, 1874.) It is claimed for it that it answers all the possible

and legitimate inquiries that can be directed to a catalogue, whether

general or specific, in the shortest and most direct manner. If Professor

Abbot's criterion for a good catalogue be admitted, namely, that " That

is unquestionably the best catalogue which enables a person most readily

and completely to ascertain what the library contains relating to the

subject of his inquiry," the catalogue system here proposed may be safely

tried by such a standard. For it certainly enables the inquirer to find

what he wants "readily" a single reference being sufficient, whether

the information sought is general or specific and "
completely," since

in all cases the subjects, whether concrete or abstract, contain all the

books thereon in the library.

IV. CATALOGUE OF ST. LOUIS PUBLIC SCHOOL

The system of classification adopted in the Catalogue of the Public

School Library of St. Louis is a modification of the Baconian plat

for which the library is indebted to William T. Harris, LL. D., superin-

tendent of public schools, and, ex officio, one of the managers of tht

library.
1 The main divisions and the method in which the minor classes

are subordinated to the general heads, are shown in the following

schedule :

SYSTEM OF CLASSIFICATION.

Main Divisions.

{ Philosophy.

Theology.

J

Jurisprudence.

Politics.

I

Social science.

( Philology.

{ Mathematics.

I Physics.

Natural sciences and useful arts .
{
Natural history.

j

Medicine.

[
Useful arts.

("
Fine arts,

j Poetry,

j

Prose fiction.

Literary miscellany.

\ Geography and travels.

{
Civil history.

^ Biography.

^ Polygraphs.

Appendix J Cyclopaedias
/ Periodicals.

Science.. <

Social and political sciences

Art

History

it*1 An extended explanation and defense of Dr. Harris's system of clarification w

found in the Journal of Speculative Philosophy for 1670, vol. iv, p. 114 tt 8tq.
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The foregoing classes are again divided into subclasses, numbered one

to one hundred, which, in some instances, and, indeed, wherever desira-

abk', are still more minutely subdivided. Thus, under Natural history,

Class 50 is Zoology; 50 a, Vertebrates; 50 a 1, Mammals; etc.

Following is an example of subdivision in the above scheme, under

History :

HISTORY.

GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS.

Geography.
a. Ancient.

6. Modern.

a. Circumnavigations.

b. Collections ot Voyages.
Trarrls in . 1 nn rii-n.

a. North America.

l>. I 'in ted States.

c. British America.

//. .Mexico and Central America.

e. West Indies.

/. South America.

Europe.
n. British Islands.

l>. France and Netherlands.

c. Suit/erland (and Alps) and

Italy.

il. CiiM-many.

e. Denmark, Sweden, Norway,
and Iceland.

/'. Kussia and Poland.

//. Turkey and <1 recce.

It. Spain and Portugal.

a. Tmke\ and Armenia.

/<. S\ i la and Arabia.

entral and Northern Asia.

iL ( 'Imioc Mmpire and Japan.
India.

a. I Milu.i, and Ab\s
sinia.

/(. I'.arbuiy md (treat

Deteri
< 'i-ntral At'i :

d. Southem Africa.

Travels in Several Quarters of tht

Globe.

a. Eastern Hemisphere.
b. Both Hemispheres.
c. Oceanica.

CIVIL HISTORY.

Compends and General Hitttory*

a. Chronology.
b. Philosophy of History.

Ancient Hilton/.

History of the United State*.

a. General.

b. Settlements and Colonial

History.

c. Revolutionary Period.

d. Civil \\"ar.

e. Particular States, Territo-

ries, and Cities.

America at Large,

a. Aborigines.

6. Canada-;.

c. Spanish North America.

il. South America.

Hritixli History.

. Kngland.
/'. Scotland.

c. Ireland.

Kuropr.
a. l-Yance and S\vit/t-rland.

/>. (liMinany, Ni-tlierlands. and

Scandinavia,

r. Sclavonic Nations.

</. Sontl.ern Kiimpr, ltal\.

Spain, eti
1

.)

e. Turkey and Greece.
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HISTORY Continued.

Asia at Large.
a. British India.

h. China and Japan.
Historical Miscellany.

a. Costumes and Icouology.
6. Crusades.

c. Wars and Campaigns.

d. Secret Societies.

BIOGRAPHY.
. Collections and Dictiona-

ries of.

b. Individual Biography.
c. Correspondence.
d. Genealogy and Heraldry.

Great diversity of opinion has long existed among librarians as to the

practicability of a philosophical scheme of classification for the arrange-
ment of books. After five years of trial, the system adopted in the

Public
t
School Library continues to commend itself for the readiness with

which it imparts to the users of the library the information they may
desire by bringing- together, under oue or two heads, all the books

likely to throw light upon the subject of their investigation. In this

particular is claimed its superiority over the so-called subalphabetical

or dictionary system, as a glance at the synopsis of classification will at

once indicate to the reader where to look for the class in which he may
be sure to find all the works or references to works relating to the mat-

ter of which he is in quest.



CHAPTER XXIX.

ON INDEXING PERIODICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS LITERATURE.

BY PROF. OTIS II. HOBIXSOX,
Librarian of the Unioerrity of Kuchetter.

'

NKCKHSITY AND \ AMI: <>i INDKXKS No COMPLKTK PIUXTKH INDKX TO PKKIODICALS

CAKI> IXDKX DESCRIPTION OK THK PLAN IN USK IY THK ALTHOK CAHK KK^CIKKU
IX rilKPAKlNCi IXDKXKS "FANCY" TITI.KS Si . ,( , l> I IONS FOK CO-OPEKATIOX AM<-\-.

It is clearly the duty of a librarian so to conduct his library that

everything it contains shall be accessible to every reaUer, and that with

as little inconvenience as possible. It is often asked. How many books

have you ? or, Have you a fund for the purchase ot books? Would it

not be equally pertinent to ask, What means have you adopted to make

your books most useful ? Until this question is answered the working
jo\\er of lit) library can be correctly estimated.

In a college library especially it is important that as little effort as

possible be leqiiired of the reader. This is true chiefly because hero a

majority of the readers are likely to be persons of so little experience,
and such slight knowledge of the value of books, that they are willing to

make but very little effort to find what their highest interest requires

them to read. And besides, in acollege library the readers are not only

learning what and how to read, but they are also learning, some of them

at least, how to consult a library how to find in it all it contains of

value on a given subject. This is by no means an insignificant part of

a student's education, and every facility should be a Horded to make it

attractive and eas\ .

With special reference to this work we may divide the books of a

library into two general classes, as follows:

I. Hooks which are continuous throughout on the same subject, or on

kindred .subjects; a> biographies, histories, etc.

II. Hooks which are made up of p iris no: closely related to each

other; ax c\ elopa-dias, dictionaries^ periodicals. OttftyS, etc.

Of the lii >t elas>. the titles form, or ought to torn, a >nrti.-ieiit gener.il

index to the contents, so that a well prepared catalogue is all that is

required. The second class ma\ lie subdivided into :

11. Hooks whose pails are arranged on a well undcr.Mood plan; ad

c\c:opa-dias, chronological tables, etc.

en
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b. Books which are composed of parts on widely different subjects,

and arranged on no definite plan; such as magazines, collections of es-

says or lectures, etc

The former of these subclasses consists strictly of works of reference,

and must be within the reach of readers for consultation at all times.

No special device is necessary to make their contents accessible.

Of the second class we may say that their titles give no clew to what

they contain, so that a catalogue avails little or nothing; nor can one

easily hunt up a given subject in them, for lack of order among their

parts.

The value of the last class of books mentioned, especially to a stu-

dent, can hardly be overstated. In these days men of learning are push-

ing their investigations in every direction. The results of these inves-

tigations knock imperatively at every college door. College faculties are

often at their wits' end to decide how far the old, time honored curricu-

lum shall give place to modern researches. The tendency, I think, is to

make the regular course cover all that is new by lectures supplementary
to the old. This makes an extraordinary demand upon the time and

strength of student as well as teacher. It is desirable that a student

be as good a linguist and mathematician to day as was the college stu-

dent one hundred years ago, and at the same time that he acquire a fair

knowledge of chemistry, and geology, and zoology, etc., of which such

student never dreamed. And, besides, he must be up to date in the

ever increasing practical applications of what is learned in theory. In

short, the field of study is rapidly widening, while the period allotted

to student life remains nearly the same. What is demanded, therefore,

is knowledge in nut shells. There is no time to waste. The classical

student needs the mature essays of Arnold and Hadley to settle forever

the questions which arise in his reading and help him in forming a cor-

rect classical taste
;
the student of science cannot do without the lec-

tures and fragments of Helmholtz.and Herschel, and Tyndall; and both

must have the reviews, and magazines, and reports of learned societies

without stint. I would say nothing to disparage extended courses of

general reading, but this work of supplementing a college course during

the period of student life must be largely done by the use of mono-

graphs.
Besides the circumstances of the student, the character of this class

of books also commends them. Everybody knows that the best pro

ductions of many of the ablest scholars of today appear in the form ojf

essays and magazine articles. The tendency toward this style of writing

is increasing. It is known that a tv\;o or three hour article will be rea 1

while a volume would not be touched. The monthly and quarterly at

also coming to be almost the sole place for the first scientific statemei >

of discovery. They are therefore the most convenient means of stud

ing the history of discovery and opinion and, I might also add, genen
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history during that most difficult period which lies between the epheme.
nil newspaper and the well written volume. 1

But the practical value of books depends largely upon the facility

with which they may be used. I have said that when the titles of books

do not clearly suggest their contents, a general catalogue is of little use

in finding what they contain on a given subject. Suppose that in a

library of 20,00!) volumes there are 2,000 of this class, and that they

contain, on an average, five valuable essays to a volume, you have then

10,001) essays, or half as many as there are volumes in the library, whose

value is far above the average of the librarj*. Every reader knows that

these 2,000 volumes, or 10,000 essays, contain something on nearly every

subject he wishes to investigate, but how shall he make them give down
what they contain on any particular subject? I remember, when a col-

lege student, spending many a leisure hour looking through the tables

ot contents of these books, volume by volume, and noting the volume

and page of such as came within the range of my study. Tedious though
it was to spend my reading hours in this way, I was recompensed. It is

especially unpleasant to one making such a search to feel that, however

far lie has gone, the very next volume may contain what is to him more
valuable than all he has found; or to look through whole sets of books

for some half-forgotten essay and fail to find it at all. Until, therefore,

these books are properly indexed, readers are subjected to a vast waste

of time or to the loss of their use altogether. The great majority will

-house to suffer the. loss.

Where there is such a demand, one naturally looks for a supply of

printed indexes, with supplements kept carefully up to dat . But he

looks in vain. The only comprehensive general index to periodical

literature is that prepared by Mr. Poole, at the Boston Athen;eum

Library. That was published more than twenty years ago, and is now
out ot print. I know of no general index to the vast number of liter

ary and scientific papers which have been bound into volumes with such

titles as Miscellaneous Ivssays, Reports of Learned Societies, ete. Mr.

Poole has been urged to complete the supplement to his index, which

he began some years ago, and which he is so well qualified to make, but

i.iher duties so press upon his time that he gives no encouragement that

he will be. able lo do anything further in this direction. A-ul, besnle-..

1 Sinn- writing tin- above I huve accidentally met with the following, from tho roport
I'IM I- 1?! of tin- librarian of the Mcreantih' Library Association of San Pranciaoo. It

is MO clear anil pointed that I cannot nwst unking u note of it.

\ thorough collection of the periodical literature of tin- day const itiltos a |>:r.

every library of imtc, aeUnowlcil^cil to lie the most important ami useful. It-* value

in a public library cannot be ovei est imatcil. It oftVrH tln student All epitome of all

history, science, and art in tho pitxt and a nit innat ion f the s-uuv in ovi-ry ilopMt*

incnt, e\cn to tho present d.iy. It contains the latent improveiuent or advance in sci-

ence, the freshest turn of thought. With a completion of l'o|e's Index I.. periodical

l.iteialnre to d:ile, the searcher after knowledge would have, in a complete mff*aine
collection, a stun of information inexhaustible :ind in worlh Ix-yootl all computation."
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the great barrier to a complete printed index, continued from year to

year, is that it would not pay. Every library needs, and needs very

much, an index to its own books of the class described, but the libraries

are too few, and the wants of nearly all too far below the maximum to

warrant publishers in keeping a general index up to date. Moreover,!
should th s be done, the annuals would soon become so numerous as to

make their consultation inconvenient, to say the least.

Next to a continuous catalogue, every library needs a continuous

index. Where printing immediately is not contemplated, the card

system is rapidly coming into use for the catalogue. After quite an

extensive correspondence on the subject, I think no single plan has been

generally adopted for the index. The general expectation among libra-

rians seems to be that somebody will publish a general index. Various

plans have been tried by private individuals and by librarians, but none,

so far as I know, is free from serious faults. T\vo requirements must

be met ease of continuation, not by supplements, but the new always
in alphabetical order with the old, and convenience of reference. For

the simple purpose of alphabetical continuation, the card system is

doubtless the best lor either catalogue or index
;
but for convenience of

reference it is far behind the best. Every one who has used a card

catalogue knows that the inconvenience of turning the cards one by one

with his finger-ends upon their edges, especially when pressed for time,

is a serious obstacle to their use. What is wanted is the form of a

book, that the leaves may be slipped easily and rapidly between the

thumb and fingers, and the titles or references always stand out plain

to the eye.

The plan I have adopted is designed to meet both the requisitions

mentioned above, provision being made^ however, for the insertion of

new references, not from day to day, but only once or twice a year.

My plan was matured and my old index copied and put into working
order in the new form in the summer vacation of 1873. It then con-

tained not far from ten thousand references. It proved so convenient

and useful the following year, both to students and other readers, that,

when the vacation of 1874 came, I inserted in it the titles of the articles

of every valuable book of the class mentioned in the library. It IIONT

contains little less than fifteen thousand references, or more than tin-

number of volumes in the entire library. The facility with which it

can now be kept up to date will appear below.

The universal favor with which it has been received, together witl

numerous suggestions that it ought to be more widely known, ha.--

induced me to prepare the following description of it.

Its general appearance is that of a number of volumes in manuscrii

lying about three-fourths open in a case, so constructed as to have

place set apart for each volume. The volumes are arranged in alpha

betical order and fastened in the case. The case is screwed to its plaw

so as to be a fixture in the library, where it is easily accessible to al
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The volumes, which appear to be well bound as they lie in the case, are

really only tied together firmly with binder's thread. With this arrange-
ment it is easy to cut them apart, insert the new references in proper

order, and tie them up again, once or twice a year. The following

diagrams will serve for a more detailed description of the several parts
and their uses.

DRYDEN, GENIUS or. E.R. 102 : 1.

AND HIS TIMES, W.R.63:i96.

FIG. 1.

Let Fig. 1 represent the form of the leaves on which it is written. Their

si/e is 8 inches by 5. They are ruled on one side with nine lines to the

page, with a cross rule one inch from the right edge. This margin is

required for the tying, and is punched, as repieseuted by the dots, the

holes in each pair being about half an inch apart. Only those subjects
arc put upon a page which have the same first or leading word. A
large part of most of the pages is, therefore, left blank for future entries.

1 have found the most convenient mode of iudexi ng to be, first to draw
oil' the titles or subjects on small slips of paper, one title on a slip, then

arrange these in alphabetical order preparatory to copying. When tbe

index has once been begun very many of the new slips which are pre-

pared from year to year can* be copied on the pages already started.

New pages are always to be started for those subjects which have uew

leading words. As the volumes are cut apart into loose leaves at the

nine the copying is done, the new pages so started can be arranged in

alphabetical order with the old before tying up again, reference being

had only to the first word. Revisions and corrections can also be at-

tended to at the same time.

The covers of the volumes are prepared with special reference to their

adjustment to the case, from which they are never removed except for the

periodical addition of new matter. Suppose Fig. 1 to be enlarged a little

each way, and it will fairly represent one side of a cover. The sides are

made separate and connected by a strap, as shown hereafter. This halt-

cover terminates in a flexible morocco margin which is punched to cor-

respoml \\ ith the leaves so as to be tied together \\ itli them. The m.u

gin is made wide enough to leave a flexible section or joint above tin- tie.

rig. - icpresents a strong morocco strap, nearly as wide in the middle

as the covers, and punched to correspond with them. The distance, a
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6, between the sets of holes near the middle is two or three inches,

according to the thickness of

the book to be bound. The

ends are about two-thirds as

long, from b to c, as the cov-

ers, and punched so as to be

suspended on fixed pins in the

case, as shown at r.
, Fig. 6.

The two sides of the cover are now sewed to this strap along the lines

of the corresponding holes and the cover is complete.

FIG. 2.

FIG. 3.

Fig. 3

the strap

lines.

gives an outline view of the back of the cover when finished,

being laid upon the two sides and sewed along the dotted

FIG. 4. FIG. 5.
.,

placed outside the cover. The thread being drawn several times

through at each end, and tied while the book is clamped, will hold these

plates firmly against the sides of the volume, and form altogether a

pretty strong binding. The principal objection to this whole plan would

seem to be the necessity of rebinding or retying once or twice a yeaij

My experience, however, is that, with no special facilities, one can ti

them up at the rate of three volumes in an hour, which makes the wor

too trifling to be considered. Your compensation is that you have you

Fig. 4 gives a sectional view of the cover

when the book is closed and placed upon
its back. Covers can be prepared in this

form by any binder at a small expense, and

will last a lifetime.

From two to four hundred leaves can be

clamped within a cover with an ordinary

clarnp, and the whole sewed or tied firmly

in a few minutes. To stiffen the volume

when so bound, and to protect the leaves

from being injured by the thread, narrow

brass plates, represented in Fig. 5, are
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index in the convenient form of a book, and all in alphabetical order up
to date, without separate supplements.

FIG. 6.

Fig. 7 represents a book as bound
;
below it, (Fig. 6,) is a vacant section

of the case. The opening, c d, is somewhat larger than the thickness, a 6,

(see Fig. 2,) of the book. The ends of the morocco strap, m w, are now

slipped through narr&w slits, op, Fig. 6, in the inclined boards of the

case, and fastened underneath on the pins, r . The book then lies

partly resting on the boards and'partly suspended by the strap, as rep-

FIG. 8.

resented in Fig. 8. The inclination of the boards and the space, c d,

Fig. <, between them are such as to allow the book to lie open far

enough for convenient use, or to be closed at pleasure on either side,

while the strap still holds it loosely in its place.
The case is constructed as follows: For a single row of the volumes

two boards are, cut of the form a 6, Fig. 8. Between these the in-

clined hoards which support the books are litted l>\ inserting them into

grooves or furrows, m n, o p, cut for the purpose. These long boards

loim tin- front and back of the case, the books lying loosely Ixitwwn

them, just low enough to secure their protection. When the iml

large enough to require eight volumes or more, the case should be made

tor two or three rows; otherwise the length may be inconvenient. \

lid is required, as the books may be closed for protection against duM

when necessary.

Fig. ! represents one of the cases I am now using, containing

tuclve volumes arranged in two rows. Kaeh volume contains aUmt

two hundred leaves, the spaces in the case being largo enough, h>\\ i \ i .
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to contain them easily when they shall have grown to twice that size.

The brass plates and threads, and all the binding are entirely out of

sight beneath the case, HO that the whole presents a neat appearance.
The references are written on the left side only, as represented in Fig. 1

;

the leading or catch word is thus always first in view as the leaves

turned.

To make this description complete, it should be added that the refer-

ences to periodical literature are made in the usual way, by an ab-

breviation of the title, the number of the volume, and the page. But
the references to the volumes of miscellaneous literature require either

a special device or the copying of somewhat long titles a great many
times. To save this copying and to condense the size of the index the

following plan lias been adopted: The titles of the volumes are num-

bered and written in full with their numbers once for all, in a bold hand,
on a large card which -is suspended ever the case. The references are

then made by writing two numbers after the subject of the article, one

the number of the volume on the card, the other the page of the article.

I have now three hundred volumes numbered on my card. This device

simplifies the work, condenses the index, and prevents mistakes To such

an extent that were I to begin the whole work ile noro I should be in-

clined to adopt it for all the books indexed.

When the covers of the books are once prepared and the index has

been beun, the work of keeping it up in any ordinary library is neither

long nor difficult. It may properly be divided, however, into two parts;

the preparation of the slips from an inspection of the articles or essays to

be indexed, and the copying of them and arranging and retying of the

volumes. The latter requires no special preparation or skill, but may be

done by any careful assistant. The preparation of the slips, on the other

hand, requires the most careful attention of one who has had expciieiiee

with books. He must decide upon the leading or principal word of the

title, and the best condensed form of it, without hesitation; he must

determine what titles should be repeated under dilVeteiit catch words,

and \\ hit articles should be rejected as worthless; he must be able to

run his e\c over the book notices in the leading reviews, and select heie

and there one which amounts to a brief review, omitting the rest ; and,

what i> most difficult of all, he must be able to make titles and sub-n-

tute theai fora vast immhur of fancy titles which would be meanin-

:n an index. Think of a valuable historical article on steam navigation,

written for one of the British quarterlies at the time the Great Kastern

u.i^ launched, as indexed under its fancy title, Triton (The) and tbe

Minnows; or, of a long article in the North American Review at the

close ot the \\ar. reviewing the Rebellion Record, as indexed Scotch the

Snake or Kill It, or Snake. Scotch or Kill it. Some writere have*

fancy for such taking titlo, and the indexer must be able to reject

them promptly, and substitute whatever his own judgment dictates.

Mr. 1'oole s.i\s in the preface to his index, My practice haa beeu to
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ignore entirely all previous indexes and tables of contents; and, after

an inspection of the article, and, if necessary, its perusal, to refer to it

by that title under which I supposed the reader would be most likely tci

look for it."

In concluding this paper, I may be allowed a suggestion as to th<

co-operarion which is possible among librarians in this work of index

ing. We may suppose that the most important of the periodical and

miscellaneous literature is added about as soon as published to nearly

all of the libraries of the country, and the less important to many.

Now, as the principal expense of keeping a running index to this

regular accession is in the skilled labor of preparing the slips before

copying, this work should be done once for all. Let some librarian

who receives about all of this kind of literature that is worth indexing,

carefully prepare all the titles tit for an index, and keep them on hand.

Copies could then be made, at a trifling expense, of such portions a.s

any other librarian might order. One general indexer might thus

be paid for great thoroughness, with but little expense to the several

libraries receiving the titles from him. In whatever form any librarian

might choose to keep his index, this would greatly facilitate the prepa-

ration of the materials for the final alphabetical copy. Some might have

copies made upon thin slips, suitable for pasting into blank books pre-

pared for the purpose. Others might prefer to have the titles copied

upon cards of uniform size, and fit to be arranged in a case, in the form

of a card catalogue, or to be mixed with the cards of their catalogue.

These would be much cheaper modes than the one I have adopted, as

described above, but in other respects much less satisfactory. Still

other modes of converting the indexer's titles into an index will readily

occur to any librarian who considers it a little
;
and I think every one

would realize that the great difficulty of keeping a running index was

overcome as soon as he could purchase, at reasonable rates, copies of

such well prepared titles.



CHAPTER XXX.

BINDING AND PRESERVATION OF BOOKS.

BY A. R. SPOFFORD,
Librarian of Congrett.

IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT COLLATION OF BOOKS MATERIALS FOR BIXWNU
\VoRK.MAN>ini' SlVI.KS OF BINDING HASTE TO BE AVOIDED MAPS, CHARTS,
AND i-i.viKs TO BE MOUNTED RESTORATION OF OLD BOOKS PRESERVATION OF
ANM.I All". NX AM. Al I .. , I; A 1M1S TREATMENT OF 1'AMPIILETS.

Next to the selection and utilization of books, there is no subject
more important in the administration of a public library than the bind-

ing and preservation of the volumes. Carelessness or neglect of the

\\oik in these points will subject any collection of books to danger and
deterioration which may end in the loss of many volumes. However

large-, or small a library may be, it should be a part of the duty of its cus-

todian to go carefully through the collection at frequent intervals, take

out the books needing repairs or rebinding, and to see to it that none
is damaged beyond recovery before the proper remedy is applied.

Coincident with this duty should be the careful examination of each

k returned from the hands of readers before it is replaced upon the

shelves. Many libraries are filled with imperfect books, from which

plates or leaves are missing, having fallen out by the wear and tear of

MM- volumes, and carelessness or some worse abuse on the part of read-

Tliis mischief should, of course, be watched and arrested at the

-hold, and no library should be made the victim of the joint care-

itM <>i its oflicers and the public. No rules for the collection of

tines or the replacement of damaged books are of any value unless reg-

ularly and systematically enforced
;
and this can he done only by a cur-

examination, at least, of each volume as it is returned from the

hands of the reader.

Kqually essential is it to good library management that every book

<inired hy purchase or otherwise be carefully collated before being

atalogued or placed upon the shelves. Missing signatures, misplaced
eaves, or abstracted plates and maps are of extremely common occur-

enee in any lot of hooks purchased or newly received from whatever

inarter. Such imperfections can he detected only hy a thorough colla-

ion, page by page. In the case of recent publications wanting in leaves

r illustrations, the publishers are bound to supply the impel lection free

: charge. In the case of books which are out of print, it is usually

43 E
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impracticable to repair imperfections ; and, in such cases, the book
should be returned to the seller, and another copy procured ;

unless in

special cases the work is a rare one, and the imperfection of small con-

sequence in comparison with the cost and. the importance of the book

to the library. A successful and economical repair of such deficiencies,

of course, depends upo.i the promptitude with which reclamations are

made; and without prompt and thorough attention to this matter, mak-

ing it a rule to collate every volume on receipt, a library runs the risk

of becoming filled with imperfect books, which may become quite as

annoying to readers as the total absence of the volumes themselves.

While this is no place for a treatise on the history or the art of book-

binding, a few practical suggestions on the best methods of utilizing this

art for the preservation of library collections seem to be appropriate.

And, first, as to the material to be employed in covering books. The
combined experience of librarians establishes the fact that leather bind-

ing only can be depended on for any use but the most ephemeral. All

books bound in boards or cloth inevitably come to pieces after a few

readings. While reasons of economy may dictate the propriety of leav-

ing some books of reference, and the mass of volumes in any depart

ment which are but little read, in their original cloth binding, it is neces-

sary to provide all the books which are really much used with a more

solid and permanent covering. In doing this, the problem is how to

combine durability and elegance with economy in expenditure. It is a

false economy to employ cheap binders, who will always slight their

work in order to underbid competition. To save a few cents on a vol-

ume, librarians will sometimes hazard the much greater cost of hav-

ing books rebound a second time; and each rebinding seriously dete-

riorates every volume which is subjected to the process. The cheapest

binding is that which is done to last, and the most expensive that \\hich

the soonest comes to pieces in the hands of the reader. An inexpert
librarian who accepts the lowest bid for rebindiug a lot of books is

jserved with inferior leather, the thinnest spongy boards instead of solid

tar, cheap sewing-thread, inferior glue, imitation gold-leaf, and other

devices resorted to by every mechanic who has to make a cheap job

pay. Nowhere are the effects of the reign of shoddy, which infests

every art and manufacture, more lamentable than in the book-binders'

art. The sacrifice of all comeliness, solidity, and taste in binding is less

injurious than the increased expense entailed by imperfect work. K
book which comes from the binder in a half-pressed, spongy, and speed-

ily-warping condition, with rough corners, irregular trimmings, wrinkles,

imperfectly-secured plates, half-sewn or starting leaves, and similar im-

perfections, is on the high road to destruction, if not effectually ruine'l

by the process it has undergone. On the other hand, a book which ha*

been correctly treated will have a solid and even shape and feeling,

with the leather of the corners'smoothly pared, the back firm and w

rounded, the head evenly triurned, the leaves opening] freely and tioi-

11
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t'ormly in all parts, and the lettering on the back clear and straight.

To pay 25 per cent, additional, or even more, for such binding, and be

assured of thorough and conscientious work, from the cardinal point of

the sewing of the volumes to the last touch of the finisher, is wise

economy in the end.

While nearly all books published on the continent of Europe are

issued to the public in paper or printed covers, in England and America

they are almost universally published in muslin bindings, the English

style being uncut as to margins, while in this country the book is usually
trimmed all around before the cloth binding is put on. The muslin cov-

ers being made in part by machinery, and all in one piece, are attached to

the book only by a narrow guard of paper or cloth, liable to tear away at

the first severe handling. Books bound in leather, on the other hand,

being first carefully sfiwed and backed to secure the tenacity of the

leaves, arc firmly laced to the boards which form the cover by the twine

or cords to which the leaves are sewn. The leather being then placed
over all, if of the proper texture and durable quality, will insure the

preservation of each properly-bound book for centuries, even with fre-

quent, if reasonably careful, use or reference.

The quality of the leather used in binding is of cardinal importance.
What passes under the name of morocco leather is commonly only
colored sheepskin, soft, and easily worn out, with a tendency to become

rough and lose its artificial coloring on being handled. Genuine Levant

morocco is expensive, but it is the only leather likely to give permanent
satisfaction on books which are to be continually handled. Calfskin,

which is very largely used in book binding, although it has the merit of

a Miiooth and elegant appearance, is open to fatal objections. The
leather is brittle and always breaks at the joints, the question of its de-

terioration being. only one of time. In most libraries the books bound
in rait oi half-calf are continually being sent to the binder for repairs.

The heavier volumes bound in this material frequently break by their

own weight iii standing on the shelves, while those subject to frequent

opening break all the .sooner. Moreover, calf bindings, especially light

call, are much more easily stained or soiled than any others, while the

smoothness of the leather renders them peculiaily liable to scratches,

thus quickly ruining the primitive elegance of their appearance. For

reaaODfl \\ i> bad economy to hind any book in calf for a public

library, however it may lie with private ones. Kiissia leather, although

stronger than call, has the same liability to break at the joints, \\hile the

idea that its peculiar odor all'ords any protection against worms, is a de-

lusion. Perhaps nothing need be said of ' leatherette." or other -dioddy

.substitutes lor leather and cloth, \\ Inch have recently come in \"

among the \otaries of cheap binding. They are. one and all, made of

paper, and are stitV, brittle, and sure of breaking at the joints even more'

quickly than calf, so that the use of them for a public library would be

a most costly economy.
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As to the color chosen for bindings, it has been found that all morocco

leathers, green, blue, maroon, etc., turn a dingy black after a few decades.

The only permanently fast color for leather is said to be red, the dye

being made from the cochineal insect. The objection that the binding
in red is too gaudy or showy for the shelves of a public library may be

answered by the statement that the mass of every large collection, be-

ing composed of the older literature, will always be of calf or other

dark-colored bindings. The majority of the more recent books, also,

or the literature of the current century, which are kept in their orig-

inal bindings, are in dark-colored muslin. If the books which come to

be rebound, and the new acquisitions requiring it, are all bound in red

morocco, therefore, and distributed, as they will naturally be, with Un-

related books in each department of the library, they will serve to light

up and relieve agreeably the otherwise too sombre appearance of the

collection. Of course the exceptions may be numerous to binding uni-

formly in this color
;
and works in theology, science, etc., may ver\

properly be dressed in black morocco, which will not turn any dingier

than its native color in the progress of time. Xo arbitrary rule should

be laid down, though it may be noted that the authorities of the Uritish

Museum Library have adopted a classification of colors, by which his-

torical books are bound in red, theological in blue, poetical in yellow,

books of natural history in green, etc. As nearly all libraries an-

lighted by gas, the chemical effects of which are very injurious to book<.

it may be added that calf and Russia-leather suffer most from the pro -

ducts of gas combustion, and morocco least of all.

Comparatively few books need be bound in full leather, even in a

library largely used, though all books of incessant reference, like the

more popular encyclopedias and dictionaries, should be fully bound in

the strongest and most durable leather. The mass of books, if bound in

genuine half-morocco, with cloth sides, will stand well a prolonged use.

Those less frequently used may safely have marbled paper sides, but

leather corners should be insisted upon for all but the thinnest volumes.

The binder should not be permitted to cut any book closely. A sim-

ple shaving taken off' the head to render tbe leaves smooth for handling,

leaving the other margins uncut, is the best treatment. The prime re-

quisites of good binding are durability and neatness, and to these both

ornament and false economy should be sacrificed. Gilding is quite un

necessary in the books of a public library, except for the mere lettering,

or titles. Morocco looks well with what is termed blind-tooling, 01

blank finish, and the money spent in extra stamps, fillets, or embossing

would be better applied in securing thorough sewing and
"
forwarding.'

or fastening in the leather covers. This branch of the bookbinder*

art furnishes the true test of durable work. Too much hurry in bind-

ing books is a waste, as no book can be well bound unless it is given

ample time to dry and press thoroughly after each process. Freshly-

bound books should be reserved from use for at least three weeks, and

i-

';
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firmly pressed on shelves till they are so dry as not to warp upon expos-
ure. All maps and plans in books should be mounted on cambric, or

other thin cloth. The plates in large volumes should be secured by
being mounted on guards, and such volumes should be kept in drawers

or on sliding shelves, as if placed upright they suffer inevitable injury.
The mounting of maps on paper, and patching with cloth at the folds, are

ruinous expedients. Folding maps and plates are invariably torn and
ruined if not thoroughly protected. In binding periodicals, the covers

should be carefully preserved and bound at the end of each volume ;

thus preserving what is frequently valuable historical material, and

supplying the means of fixing the date, price, etc., of each number. All

halt' titles, known as " bastard titles," should be preserved and bound

in, while prospectuses of other publications or miscellaneous advertis-

ing sheets may be rejected, in binding any book, as extraneous matter.

Old books in original binding should be restored rather than rebound,

pit-serving as far as possible the characteristic features of the primi-

tive binding. For the same reason, annotations and autographs
should generally be preserved, as they frequently elucidate the history
or contents of the volume, or identify it with a former possessor.

Every librarian should give special personal attention to the lettering

of books. Jiinders are rarely qualified to discriminate the proper
titles to be placed on a book, especially those in foreign languages, and
the time and money expended on full, accurate, and well arranged let-

tering will save much time and trouble in after use to readers and libra-

rians alike. The date and place of publication should in all cases be

the last lettering on the back, and collective works should have some

indication of the contents of each volume of the set supplied in its

lettering.

The binding of pamphlets is a mooted point in all libraries. While

the liiitish Museum and the Library of Congress treat the pamphlet as

a hook, binding all separate, this is deemed in some quarters too vi

tii >us and troublesome, as well as needlessly expensive. It must be con-

sidered, however, that the crowding of a heterogeneous collection of

pamphlets into a single cover is just as objectionable as binding together

books on unrelated subjects. Much time is consumed in finding the

pamphlet wanted among a dozen or more that precede or follow it, and,
it' valuable or much sought for pamphlets are thus bound, many read-

ers may be kept waiting for some of them, while one reader engrosses

the volume containing all. The loss of one, moreover, entails the loss

of all bound with it; whereas if kept separate' the loss would have been

reduced to a minimum. Pamphlets may be lightly bound in paste-

board. Mitehed, \\ith cloth backs, at a cost varying from 8 to 12 cents

each;
1 and the compensating advantage of bein- able to classify them

like books upon the shelves should weigh in the decision of the ques-

tion. If many are bound together, they should invariably be aborted

'This OOSt. liuwcv.T. will lianlly incliul.-
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into classes, and those only on the same general topic should be

embraced in the same cover. The reports of societies and institutions,

annual catalogues, etc., should be bound in chronological series, with

five to ten years in a volume, according to thickness. Libraries which

accumulate many bound volumes of pamphlets should divide them into

series, and number them throughout with strict reference to the cata-
;

logue. There will thus be accumulated a constantly increasing series

of theological, political, agricultural, medical, scientific, etc., pamphlets,
while the mass, which cannot be thus classified, may be designated in

a consecutive series of volumes as Miscellaneous Pamphlets. When
catalogued, the title page or beginning of each pamphlet in the volume

should be marked by a thin strip of unsized paper projected above the

top of the book, to facilitate future reference. In all cases the contents

of each volume of pamphlets should be briefed in numerical order upon
the first fly-leaf of the volume, and its corresponding number written

on the title page of each pamphlet.
Headers should never be permitted the vulgar and deleterious prac

tice of folding down the corners of leaves i. e., making "dog's-ears"
or of wetting the fingers in turning over the pages of a book. All

writing upon margins should be visited with the penalty of exclusion

from library privileges. Under no circumstances should a book be left

open, face downward. Never crowd books too closely upon the shelves.

There should always be room for every volume to slip easily past its

neighbors. Turning books downward upon the fore-edge is another

injurious practice, which deteriorates the solidity of the binding. When
uncut books must be brought into use in a library, they should always
be prepared for the readers by the paper-knife, as otherwise the leaves

will be subject to the hazard of being torn and gouged by impatient

fingers past all 'remedy, except the barbarous expedient of cutting off

all the margins when the book is bound.



CHAPTER XXXI.

PERIODICAL LITERATURE AND SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS.

BT A. R. SPOFFORD,
Librarian of Congreis.

SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS COMPLETE FILES SHOULD BE
KEPT ARRANGEMENT NEWSPAPERS THEIR NUMBER TENDENCY TO DESTRUC-
TION PRESENT AND FUTURE VALUE COLLECTION OF M. DE LA BEDOYERE LOCAL
LIBRARIES SHOULD PRESERVE FILES OF LOCAL PAPERS AND PAMPHLETS SCRAP-
i:<oK9 REVIEWS AND MAGAZINES REPORTS, PROCEEDINGS, AND TRANSACTIONS OF
SOCIETIES INDEXES TO SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS THE EXCHANGES BY THE SMITH-
SONIAN INSTITUTION A VALUABLE COLLECTION OF PAMPHLETS RELATING TO ENG-
LISH HISTORY.

Within the world of books which every public library contains, and

forming frequently a large and important department, come periodicals
and pamphlets. These include, not only newspapers and political and

literary journals of all kinds, but the transactions, proceedings, reports,
and other publications, whether regular or occasional, of societies, libra-

ries, governments, and their numerous subdivisions, together with the

whole vast farrago of publications that swarm from the press of all

nations, and do not form systematic works or books devoted to a special

topic. This mass of publications, which it would be a misuse of terms

to call minor literature, is sometimes described under the general head

of ephemera. The correctness of such a classification may be doubted,
since these publications, and especially those of governments and scien-

tilic institutions and societies, frequently contain monographs of great

value and completeness, to which the application of the term "
ephem-

eral" would be a misnomer. At the same time the fact that most of

these publications appear serially, or else, as in the case of pamphlets,

contain but a few leaves of print, removes them for certain put poses

from the category of distinctly printed works, and requires a special

treatment at the hands of librarians.

Whether a public library be large or small, its value to students will

depend greatly upon the care and completeness with which its selec-

tions of periodical works are made and kept up from year to \.u.

Nothing is more comm/m in all libraries, public- or private, than imper-

fect and partially unbound sets of serials, whether newspapers n-\ iews,

magazines, or the proceedings and reports of scientific societies, libra-

ries, charities, government -md municipal publications, etc.
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can be more annoying tbaii to find the sets of such publications broken

at the very point where the references or the wants of those consulting
1

them require satisfaction. In these matters perpetual vigilance is the

price of completeness ;
and the librarian who is not willing or able to

devote the time and means requisite to complete the files of periodical

publications under his charge is to be censured or commiserated accord-

ing to the causes of the failure. The first essential in keeping up the

completeness of files of ephemeral publications, next to vigilance on the

part of their custodian, is room for the arrangement of the various parts,

and means for binding with promptitude. Some libraries, and among
them a few of the largest, are so hampered for want of room that their

serials are piled in heaps, without order or arrangement, and are thus

comparatively useless until bound. In the more fortunate institutions,

which possess adequate space for the orderly arrangement of all their

stores, there can be no excuse for failing to supply any periodical,

whether bound or unbound, at the moment it is called for. It is simply

necessary to devote sufficient time each day to the systematic arrange-

ment of all receipts ;
to keep each file together in chronological order

;

to supply them, for the perusal of readers, with a proper check or receipt,

and to make sure of binding each new volume as fast as the publication

of titles and index enables it to be done properly. Wirile some libraries

receive several thousands of serials, the periodical publications taken

by others amount to a very small number
;
but in either case the im-

portance of prompt collation and immediate supply of missing parts

or numbers is equally imperative. While deficiencies in daily newspa-

pers can rarely be made up after the week, and sometimes the day, of

their appearance, the missing parts of official and other publications, as

well as of reviews and magazines appearing at less frequent intervals,

can usually be supplied within the year, although a more prompt secur-

ing of them is often necessary. In these publications, as in the acqui-

sitions of books for any library, the collation of each part or number is

imperative, in order to avoid imperfections which may be irreparable.

First in the ranks of these ephemeral publications, in order of number

if not of importance, come the journals of all classes, daily and weekly.

politicaV, literary, scientific, illustrated, professional, mechanical, agri-

cultural, financial, etc. From the obscure and fugitive beginnings of

journalism in the sixteenth century to the establishment of the first con-

tinuous newspapers the London Weekly News, in 1622, and llenau-

dot's Gazette, (afterwards the Gazette de France,) in 1631, followed by

the issue of the first daily newspaper, the London Daily Courant, in

1702, and the Boston Weekly Xews Letter, in 1704, (the first American

journal,) to the wonderful fecundity of the modern periodical pit.
which scatters the leaves of more than fifteen thousand different journals

broadcast over the globe, is a long and interesting history of the trials

and triumphs of a free press. In whatever respect American libraries

may fall behind those of older lands, (and their deficiencies are vast, and,
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iu many directions, permanent,) it may be said with confidence that in

the United States the newspaper has received its widest and most com-

plete development. Numerically, the fullest approximate return of the

newspaper and periodical press gives a total number of 7,870 periodical

publications regularly appearing within the limits of the United States. 1

The largest number of periodicals printed in any country of Europe is

in Great Britain, where a total of 2,252, including newspapers, reviews,

magazines, etc., were issued in 1875.2 In the same year France had

1,559 newspapers and periodicals, Germany 1,985, and Italy 935.

While no one library, however large and comprehensive, has either

the space or the means to accumulate a tithe of the periodicals that

swarm from a productive press, there are valid reasons why more- at-

tention should be paid by librarians to the careful preservation of

a wise selection of all this current literature. The modern newspa-

per and other periodical publications afford the truest, the fullest, and,
on the whole, the most impartial image of the age we live in that can

be derived from any single source. Taken together, they afford the

richest material for the historian, or the student of politics, of society,

of literature, and of civilization in its various aspects. What precious

memorials of the day even the advertisements and brief paragraphs of

the newspapers of a century ago afford us ! While in a field so vast it

is impossible for any one library to be more than a gleaner, no such

institution can afford to neglect the collection and preservation of at

least some of the more important- newspapers from year to year. A
public library is not for one generation onlj-, but it is for all time. Oppor-

tunities once neglected of securing the current periodicals of any age iu

continuous and complete form seldom or never recur. The principle of

selection will, of course, vary in different libraries and localities. While

the safest general rule is to secure the best and most representative of

all the journals, reviews, and magazines within the limits of the fund

which can be devoted to that purpose, there is another principle which

should largely guide the selection. In each locality it should be one

leading object of the principal library to gather within its walls the full-

est representation possible of the literature relating to its own Stnte

and neighborhood. In every city and large town the local journals and

other periodicals should form an indispensable part of a public library

collection. Where the means are wanting to purchase these, the pro-

prietors will frequently furnish them free of expense for a public use;

but no occasion should be lost of securing, immediately on its JSMU- t'nun

the press, every publication, large or small, which relates to the local

history or interests of the place where the library is maintained. This

collection should embrace not only newspapers, ma^a/.ines, etc.. but a

complete collection of all casual pamphlets, reports of municipal -ovnn

ments, with their subdivisions, reports of cha: itaMe or benevol.:

'Rowell's American Ne\vs]i;ipT IMn-rtnry

8 Newspaper Press Directory, London, 1-7.V
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tie?, schools, etc
,
and even the prospectuses, bulletins, catalogues, etc.

of real-estate agents and tradesmen. Every library should have it

scrap-book (or series of them) for preserving the political broadsides and

fugitive pieces of the day which in any way reflect or illustrate the spirit

of the times or the condition of the people. These unconsidered trifle^

commonly swept out and thrown away as worthless, if carefully pre

served and handed down to the future, will be found to form precious
memorials of a by-gone age. How many pages of our modern philosophic-

historians are illuminated by traits of character and manners derive I

from these ephemeral handbills, broadsides, ballads, and other forgotte
" rubbish " of the centuries that are gone.
While the flies of the journals of any period furnish unquestionably

the best instruments for the history of that epoch, it is lamentable to

reflect that so little care has ever been taken to preserve a fair repre-

sentation of those of any age. The destiny of nearly all newspapers is

swift destruction; and even those which are preserved commonly stir,

vive in a provokiugly fragmentary state. The obvious causes of the

rapid disappearance of periodical literature are its great volume, neces-

sarily increasing with every year, the difficulty of lodging the tiles of

any long period in our narrow apartments, and the continual demand
for paper ior the uses of trade. To these must be added the great cost

of binding files of journals, increasing in the direct ratio of the size of

,the volumes. As so formidable an expense can be incurred by very few

private subscribers to periodicals, sO much the more important is it that

the public libraries' should not neglect a duty which they owe to their

generation as well as to those that are to follow. These poor journals

of to-day, which everybody is ready to stigmatize as trash not worth

the room to store or the money to bind, are the very materials which

the man of the future will search for with eagerness, and for some ol

which he will be ready to pay their weight in gold. These representa-

tives of*the commercial, industrial, inventive, social, literary, political,

moral, and religious life of the times should be preserved and handed

down to posterity with sedulous care. No historian or other writer on

any subject who would write conscientiously or with full information

can afford to neglect this fruitful mine of the journals, where his richest

materials are frequently to be found.

As a single instance of the value to the historical stores of a public

library of this ephemeral literature, it may be noted that the great col-

lection of printed matter, mostly of a fugitive character, relating to the

French Revolution, gathered by the late M. de la Bedoyere, amounted

to 15,500 volumes. Fifty years of the life of the wealthy and enthusi

astic collector, besides a very large sum of money, were spent in

amassing this collection. With an avidity almost incredible he
ranj-

sacked every book-shop, quay, and private shelf that might contribut

a fresh morsel to his stores
;
and when Paris was exhausted, had hi

agents and purveyors busy in executing his orders all over Europ
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Kival collectors, and particularly M. Deschieus, who had been a con-

temporary in the revolution, and had laid aside everything that ap-

peared in his day, only contributed at their decease to swell the pre-
cious stores of M. de la Bedoyere. This vast collection, so precious for

the history of France at its most memorable period, contained several

thousand volumes of newspapers and ephemeral journals, and was
acquired in the year 1863 for the National Library of France, where it

will forever remain a monument to the enlightened and far-sighted

spirit of its projector.

The life-long devotion of a late American' collector, Peter Force, of

Washington, to the same historical spirit, resulted in amassing a large
and rich library of manuscripts, newspapers, books, pamphlets, maps,
broadsides, etc., mainly illustrative of American history. This invalu-

able collection, which no amount of money could have re-assembled, was

fortunately not permitted to be scattered, but was secured, during the

lifetime of the possessor, for the Library of the United States.

lu the absence of a great library of journals, or of that universal

library which every nation should possess, it becomes the more impor-
tant to assemble in the various local libraries all those ephemeral publi-

sations, which, if not thus preserved contemporaneously with their issue,

will disappear utterly, and elude the search of future historical inquirers.
And that library which shall the most sedulously gather and preserve
such fugitive memorials of the life of the people among which it is sit-

uated will be found to have best subserved its purpose to the succeed-

ing generations of men.

Not less important than the preservation of newspapers is that of

reviews and magazines. In fact, the latter are almost universally reck-

oned as far more important than the more fugitive literature of the

daily and weekly press. Though inferior to the journals as historical

and statistical materials, reviews and magazines supply the largest fund

of discussion upon such topics of scientific, social, literary, and religious

interest as occupy the public mind during the time in which they

appear. More and more the best thought of the times gets reflected in

the pages of this portion of the periodical press. No investigator in

any department can afford to overlook the rich stores contributed to

thought in reviews and magazines. These articles are commonly more

condensed and full of matter than the average books of the period.

While every library, therefore, should possess for the current use and

ultimate reference of its readers a selection of the best, as large as iu

means will permit, a great and comprehensive library, in order to be

representative of the national literature, should possess them nil.

The reports, proceedings, and transactions of institutions and soei.

whether scientific, historical, commercial, literary, or philanthropic

present materials of the first importance to the student. Kmlod \ ii:

they do the last result of the thought or investigation of scientific im-n.

each of whom has made a special field of inquiry his own, these publi-
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cations supply what will be vainly sought for in the older literature

upon the same topics. Two invaluable indexes to the vast range o
'

papers printed in scientific journals and transactions have been give i

to the world. Keuss's Repertorium commentationum a societatibus lit-

erariis editarum, published at Gottingen, A. D. 1801-21, covers, iji

sixteen quarto volumes, this occasional literature of learned societies

from the beginning to the present century. This is a topical index. Tho

Eoyal Society of London has completed in six large quarto volumes a

Catalogue of Scientific Papers, published from A. D. 1800 (where Reuss'n

Kepertorium stops) to 1863, in the transactions of societies, as well as in

journals and other periodical works. This gives the contents of nearly

1,400 serial publications devoted to science, in a single alphabet by au-

thors' names, with the reference, date, and number of pages in the

memoir, and is to be followed by a classed catalogue, covering the same

ground, in an alphabet of subjects. The Smithsonian Institution has ren-

dered an incalculable service to the scientific development of this country

through its broad and liberal system of exchanges with learned societies

throughout the world. The fruits of these exchanges, so far as repre-

sented in printed books and serials, are now deposited in the Library of

Congress, or of the United States, at Washington. They are there acces-

sible to all readers, and, consisting as they do of the publications of more

than two thousand societies and institutions without the limits of the

United States, besides nearly all American societies which prinj their

transactions or proceedings, they afford a rich repository of scientific

results, continually increasing, fer the reference and use of American

scholars.

Of the multitudinous literature of pamphlets it is not necessary to

speak at length. Suffice it to say that the library which neglects the

acquisition and proper preservation and binding of these publicatioqs

is far behind its duty both to its own generation and to those which are

to follow. The pamphlet literature of every period furnishes often the

most precious material to illustrate the history and development of that

period. The new ideas, the critical sagacity, the political controversies,

the mechanical and industrial development, the religious thought of

many epochs find their best expression in the pamphlets which swarm

from the press. The fact that multitudes of these productions are anony-

mous does not detract from their value as materials for the student.

As one illustration of this value, take the Thomason collection of pam-

phlets of the period of the civil war in Great Britain. An indefatigable

bookseller named Thomason sedulously collected and laid aside every

scrap or book which appeared from the press from A. D. 1649 to 1600, the

period of the interregnum^! the English monarchy represented by Crom-

well and the Commonwealth. This vast collection, numbering over20,000

pamphlets, bound in 2,000 volumes, after escaping the perils of fire aud

of both hostile armies, was finally purchased by the King and afterward,

presented to the British Museum Library. Its completeness is one
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great source of its value, furnishing, as it does, to the historical student

of that most interesting revolution the most precious memorials of the

spirit of the times, many of which have been utterly lost except the sin-

gle copy preserved in this collection. Several great European libraries

number as many pamphlets as books in their collections. The Royal

Library of Bavaria, at Munich, has 400,000, largely consisting of theses

or discussions of special topics by the candidates for degrees in the uni-

versities. Pamphlets, from their peculiar style of publication and the

difficulty of preserving them, tend to disappear more quickly than any
class of publications except newspapers and broadsides or hand-bills.

They are far less likely to be preserved in the bauds of private holders
'

than reviews and magazines. Multitudes of pamphlets are annually lost

to the world from the want of any preserving hand to gather them and

deposit them permanently in some library ;
so much the more import-

ant is it that the custodians of all our libraries should form as complete
collections as possible of all pamphlets, at least, that appear in their own

city or neighborhood. How to do this is a problem not unattended with

difficulty. Pamphlets are rarely furnished for sale in the same manner
as books, and when they are, booksellers treat them with such indig-

nity that they are commonly thrust aside as waste paper almost as soon

as they have appeared from the press. If all the writers of pamphlets
would take pains to present them to the public libraries of the country,
and especially in their own neighborhood, they would at once enrich

these collections and provide for the perpetuity of their own thought.
A vigilant librarian should invite and collect from private libraries all

the pamphlets which their owners will part with. It would also be a

wise practice to engage the printing-offices where these fugitive leaves

of literature are put in type to lay aside one copy of each for the library

making the collection. The preservation and binding of pamphlets, a

(|!U'stion not without practical difficulty, is elsewhere treated in the pres-

ent volume.



CHAPTER XXXII.

WORKS OF REFERENCE FOR LIBRARIES

BY A. E. SPOFFORD,
Librarian of Congress.

CATALOGUES INSUFFICIENT REFERENCE BOOKS NEEDFUL THEIR RELATIVE VALUE

PRINCIPLE OF SELECTION BOOKS MOST USEFUL SHOULD BE READILY ACCI^MHI.J

TO READERS THE EXAMPLES OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM AND LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

CATALOGUE OF REFERENCE BOOKS.

Public libraries are useful to readers in proportion to the extent

and ready supply of the helps they furnish to facilitate researches of

every kind. Among these helps a wisely selected collection of books of

reference stands foremost. Considering the vast extent and opulence
of the world of letters, and the want of experience of the majority ol

readers in exploring this wide and almost boundless field, the import
ance of every key which can unlock any portion of its hidden stores

becomes apparent. The printed catalogue of no single library is at all

adequate to supply full references even to its own stores of knowledge,
while these catalogues are, of course, necessarily useless as to other

sources of information elsewhere existing. Even the completest and

most extensive catalogue in the world, the manuscript catalogue of the

British Museum Library, although now extended to more than 1,GOO

folio volumes, is not completed so as to embrace the entire contents of

that rich repository of knowledge in a single alphabet. For lack of

information of the aid furnished by adequate books of reference in a

special field, many a reader goes groping in pursuit of references or

information which might be readily found in some one of the many vol

umes which may be designated as works of reference. The diffidence

of many students in libraries, and a mistaken fear of giving trouble to

librarians, frequently deprives them of even those aids which a few

words of inquiry might bring forth from the ready knowledge of the cus

todians in charge.

That is the best library, and he is the most useful librarian, by whost

aid every reader is enabled to put his finger on the fact he wants just

when it is wanted. In attaining this end it is essential that the more

important, recent, and valuable aids to research in general literatur

and science, as well as in special departments of each, should form a pan
of the library. In order to make a fit selection of books and all libra

ries are practically reduced to a selection, from want of means to posse
686



Works of Reference for Libraries. 687

the whole it is indispensable to know the relative value of the books
concerned. Miny works of reference of great fatn3, ani onse of great

value, have bacoine almost obsolete through the issue of more extensive

and more carefully edited works in the same field. While a great and

comprehensive library should possess every work of reference, old or

ni!\v, which has aided or may aid the researches of scholars, not forget-

ting even the earlier editions of works often reprinted, the smaller

libraries on the other hand are compalled to exercise a close economy
of selection. The most valuable works of reference, among which the

more copious and extensive bibliographies stand foremost, are fre-

quently expensive treasures, and it is important to the librarian fur-

nishing a limited and select library to know what books he can best

allbrd to do without. If he cannot buy both the Manuel du libraire, of

Unmet, and the Tre"sor des livres rares et precieux, of Graesse, both of

which are dictionaries of the choicer portions of literature, it is import-
ant to know that Brunet is the more indispensable of the two. From
the 20,000 reference books lying open to the consultation of all readers

in the great rotunda of the British Museum reading room, to the small

and selecUcase of dictionaries and other works of reference in a town
or subscription library, the interval is indeed wide. But where we can-

not have all, it becomes the more important to have the best; and the

reader who has at hand for ready reference the latest and most copious

dictionary of each of the leading languages of the world, two or three

of the best general bibliographies, the most copious catalogue raisoune*

of the literature in each great department of science, the best biographi-
cal dictionaries, and the latest and most copious encyclopedia issued

from the press, is tolerably well equipped for the prosecution of his re-

MM relies. Collateral helps of all kinds will be perpetually unfolded as

he proceeds. No book that treats upon the subject that engages him
Itnt will supply hints or references to other sources of information

;
and

the whole world of knowledge is'so related that all roads may be said

to cross and converge, like the paths which carry the explorer over the

surface of the globe on which we live.

Next in importance to the possession in any library of a good select-

ion of the most useful books of reference, is the convenient acce>silility

of these works to the reading public. Just in proportion to the indis.

pensability and frequency of use of any work should be the facility to

the reader of availing himself of its aid. The leading encyclop.i lia^.

biographies, and dictionaries of reference should never he locked up
in cases, nor placed on high, remote, or inaccessible shelves. There

>honld be in every library what may he termed a central bureau ol

reference. Here should be assembled, whether on a circular ca>e ni.ulc

tt> revolve on a pivot, or on a rectangular case, \\ith volume-* co\ eiin-

both sides, or in a central alcove forming a portion of the shelves of the

main library, all those books of reference and volumes incessantly

tie -ded by students in pursuit of their various inquiries. Oat of 1,!" '
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volumes belonging to the British Museum Library-, every reader lias in-

stant access, without tickets or formality, to 20,003 books of reference,

arranged in convenient classes by subject matters on the shelves'of the

reading room, where all pursue their studies. For any of the remaining
million and more of volumes the reader must present his tickets to the

library attendants, who produce the books from whatever portion of the

vast and widely distributed domain of letters they occupy. This superior

accessibility of so large a library of reference books is of all others the

most popular and appreciated feature of that liberally managed insti-

tution, the British Museum. In the Library of Congress, or of the United

States, at Washington, a good selection of reference books, comprising
all the leading encyclopaedias, biographical dictionaries, classical, genea.

logical, and scientific glossaries, dictionaries of dates, of languages, etc., is

placed on shelves in an accessible portion of the main library, while the

rest of the 300,000 volumes it contains are stored in alcoves, which are

under loek and key, and must be applied for, as in most extensive libra-

ries, by the ticket system. This supply of reference books would be

greatly extended if room were attainable. It is important that the cus-

todians of all libraries should remember that this ready and convenient

supply of the reference books most constantly wanted serves the double

object of economizing the time of the librarian and assistants for other

labor, and of accommodating in the highest degree the reader, whose time

is also economized. The misplacement of volumes which will thus occur

is easily rectified, while the possibility of loss through abstraction is so

extremely small that it should not be permitted to weigh for a moment
in comparison with the great advantages resulting from the rule of liber-

ality in aiding the wants of readers.

These leading works of reference should not be permitted to be taken

out, even in a library of circulation, but should be at once available at

all hours to public use and reference.

LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL BOOKS OF REFERENCE IMPORTANT TO BE

USED IN LIBRARIES.

[NOTE. The specially useful manuals, among many of more or less value, are marked

by an asterisk in the list. The abbreviation v. stands for volume.]

Architecture.
*
Fergmson (7.) History of architecture

in all countries from the earliest times

to the present day. 2d ed. 4 v. 8.

London, 1874-75.

Gwilt (./.) Encyclopedia of architec-

tion of the principal styles, ancient,

mediaeval, and renaissance, with glos-

sary. 12G . London, 1870.

Architecture.

Nicholson (P.) Architectural dictionary.

2v. 4. London, 1 >-:>!.

Parker (J. H.) Glossary of terms used

in architecture. 5th ed. 3 v. 8. Ox-

ford, 1850.
ture. New ed. Revised by W. Pap- .

,, J Stuart (R.) Dictionary of architecture,
worth. 8. London, 1867.
.... , ._,. , ,, historical, descriptive, topographical,
Mitchell (T.) Rudimentary manual of

etc. 3 v. 8C . London, 184a.
architecture. History and explana-

nollet-Le-Diic (E. E.) Dictionnahe rai-

sonne" de I'architecture francaise du

ll e-16e siecle. 10 v. 8. Paris, 1858-68.
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Architecture.
*
IVtale (./.) Rudimentary dictionary of

terms used in architecture. 12. Lou-

don, 1870.

Art. Si-/- Fine Arts.

Bible. .See Theology.

Bibliography and Literature.

. General.

IlnUa (.i.C. L.) Handbook of universal

literature. 12. New York, I860.

Hritnt-t (J. C.) Manuel du libraireetde

1'amatenr des livres. 5e e"d. augmen-
tee d'nn tiers par 1'auteur. 5-v. H.
Paris, H(iO-64.

Jlnre (G. F. de). Bibliographic instruc-

tive
; on, traite" dela connoissanco des

livres rares et singuliers. 7 v. 8.
Paris, 1703-63.

CaiUcnn (A. ('.) and Dados ( ). Dic-

tionnaire liibliographique, historique
et critique. 4 v. 8. Paris, 1790-

\

1802.

DarUtiti (J.) Cyclopa-dia bibliograph-
ica : a manual of theological and gen-

j

eral literature. 2 v. 8. London,
!

1864.

/><;'.( (/'.) I'itifon (/'.) et Marianne (G. \

/'. (/*). Nouveaii maiiuel de biblio-

graphie uuiverselle. K '. Paris, 1857.
[

Ehirt (!'. A.) General bibliographical

dictionary, from the german. 4 v.

8. Oxford, l-:!7.

Grui^-i '!.<',. /'. ) Tn-Mirdes livres rares

<-t precieux; on, nonveaa diotionoaire

bilriographique. 6 v. 4. Drewle,
i-i'.i r,:.

Supplement. 4. Dresde. 18C-

lltihi ( I. ) Iiepertorium bibliographi-
cnin; libri omiies ab arte typograph-
ica in\enta us,|ne ad annum 1500. 2
\. in J. H\ Stuttgartiae, 1-.'

Iliilltiin ( //. ) Introduction to the liter-

alllleuf Kurope, l."ilb-17tll ceuturie.s.

New ed. 1 v. s \ London, IH71.

H-rn, I'. If.) Introduction to the

study of bibliography. 2v.ini. 8. |

London, 1-1 I.

./.,-/,,; i r. <;.) Allgemeines gelehrten-

lexicou; darinne die gelehrteii aller

stiiude welche vom anfaiigit der well

bis ailf jet/ige /eit gel, -lit. hescbric-

beu werden. 4 v. 4. Leip/ig. 17.M'

44 E

Bibliography and Literature.

Jiichvr(C.G.) The same. Forrsetzaug
und ergan/.ungeii ; von J. C. Adelung
und H. W. Kotermiiud. [A-Rin.] 6 v.

4. Leipzig, [etc.] 1784-1-1:*.

LtypoUt (F.) Works of reference for
the use of the librarian, editor, liter-

ary student, book collector and book-
seller.

[In WKF.KI.Y trade circular, Oct. 24, 1872, new
MT. V. -J.l. mi. 17].

Maitiaire ( .I/.) Annales typographic! ab
artis iuvi-nta' origine ad annum 1664.
9 v. in 5. 4. Hagai Comituui, [etc.]
1722-89.

Panzer (G. W.) Annales typographic!,
. [1457-1536]. 11 v. 4. Noriuibergae,
1793-1803.

J'ct:holdt (J.) Bibliotheca bibliograph-
ica. Kritisches verzeichniss der das

ge.siimmfg'liet der bibliographie be-
trett'endeu literatur des in- uud aus-
landes. 8. Leipzig, 18bU

Porter (X.) Books aud reading. 12.
New York, 1871.

Potter (A.) Handbook for readers aud
students. 1G. New York, 18f>3.

Sismondi (J. C. L. Simonde de). Histor-

ical view of the literature of the south
of Europe. Translated, with notes,

byT.Roscoe. 2v. 12. London, 1-1.,

Africa.

Gay (J.) Bibliograpliie des ouvragea
relatifs :\ 1'Afriqiie et a 1'Aralii.-. 8.
San Kemo,

America.

i:,irll,-tt (./. #.) Bibliography of

Island. )*'. Prnvidence, 1-r, I.

The literature of the roln-llion. A
catalogue <>f books and pamphlela
relating to the civil war in the 1'nitcd

States, together with works on Aii.

ieaii slavery. 8. Huston, 1^66.

,1, Hoitrbourg (C. E.) Itiblio-

nie\ico -guateiiialiciiiii'.

Paris, 1H71.

nnnnn. Catalogue of amerirau

l...ok.s iii the library. [My ll.Ste\ens).

8. L..don. I

I'oUturu (.f.) Kihliiigraphv of the local

history of MassachunetU. 8. But-

ton, 1-71.
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Bibliography and Literature.

Cleveland (C.D.) Compendium of amer-

ican literature. 12. Philadelphia,
1858.

Davidson (J. /f.) The living writers of

the south. 12. New York, 1869.

Duyckinck (E. A.) and (G. L.) Cyclope-
dia of american literatim-, embracing
critical notices of authors. New ed.

2 v. 4. Philadelphia, 1875.

Field (T. W.) Essay towards an Indian i

bibliography. 8. New York, 187:5.

Finotti (J. M.} Bibliographia eaiholica

america"a. fi. New York, 1872.

Harrixw(H.') Bibliotheca americana ve-

tnstissiina
;
a description of works re-

lating to \merica, published between

1492 and l.">51. 8. New York, 18"66.

Hart (J. S.) A manual of americau lit-

erature. 12. Philadelphia, 1873.
*
Kelly (J.) The american catalogue of

books, original and reprints, published j

in the United States, Jan. 1861 to Jan.

1866. 8. New York, 1866.
* The same. v. 2. Jan. 1866 to Jan.

1871. 8. New York, 1871.

* LeypoWt (F.) American catalogue of

books published in 1869, 1870 and in

1871. 3 v. 8. New York, 1870-72.

Trade circular annual for 1871, in-

cluding the American catalogue of

hooks published in 1870. 8. New
York, 1871.

Alphabetical reference list of books,

[1872], supplementary to the annual

catalogue for 1871. 8. New York,
1873.

The uniform trade list annual, 1873.

8. New York, 1873.

The publishers' trade list annual,

In74, with list of books published

Jan. 1873, to June, 1874. 6. New
York, 1874.

* The same. [For 1875]. Embracing
the full trade lists of american publish-

ers, with alphabetical indexes to the

principal books of each publisher rep-

resented. Also the american educa-

tional catalogue for 1875. 8C . New
York. 1875.

Ludeicig (H. E.) Literature of ameri-

cau aboriginal languages. With ad-

ditions by \V. W. Turner. Edited by

N. Triibner. 8. London, 1858.

Literature of american local history.

8. New York, 1846.

Bibliography and Literature.

Morgan (II. ./.) Bibliotheca
canadejn.

sis: or a manual of Canadian litera

ture. 8. Ottawa, 1867.

O'Callaghan (E. Ji.) List of editions ;ol

the scriptures printed in America pre-

vious to 1860. 4. Albany, 1860.
*
I'nblixhers'

1

weekly. With which it

incorporated the American literary gt
zette. 1863-1875. 26 v. 8. Philadi 1

phia, 1863-75.

Sick (O.) Bibliotheca americana nov;.

catalogue of books relating to America,

including voyages to the Pacific, efc
1701-1844. 2 v. 8. London, 184(5

Catalogue of books, relating prinri

pally to America, 1500-1700. 8. Lou

don, 1832.

Boorbacli (0. A.) Bibliotbeca americana;
a catalogue of american publications.

1820-1852. 8. New York, 1852.

The same. Supplement. Oct. 18">2

to May, 1855. 8. New York, I-::,.

The same. May, 1855, to March, 185^.

8. New York, 1858.

The same. March, 1858, to January,

1861. 8C . New York, 1861.

*Sabin (./.) Bibliotheca americana. Dic-

tionary of books relating to America.

v. 1-7. [A-Hall]. 8. New York, 186*-

75.

* Thomas (/.) History of printing in

America. 2(1 ed. with a catalogue

of american publications previous to

the revolution of 1776. 2 v. 8 :
. Al-

bany, 1874.

Triibner (X.) Bibliographical guide to

american literature; a classed li-<t

of books published in the I'nitid

Stales during the last forty years, r .

London, 1859.

Underwood (F. //.) Hand-book of en-

lish literature. American authois.

12. Boston, 1873.

British and American literature.

*Allibone (S. A.) Dictionary of briti-h

and american authors. 3 v. 8. Phila-

delphia, 1858-71.

Arnold (T.) Manual of english lite

ture, historical and critical. 8. L

don, 1862.

* Bookseller (The). A handbook of britf

and foreign literature. [Mouth
1858-1875. 18 v. 8. London, 1858-
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Jiritinh catalogue of books published,
l-:;7-1852. By Sampson Low. 2 v.

8. London, 1853-55.

The same. Index to books, 1837-57.

8. London, 1858.

* Chambers (R.) Cyclopaedia of english

literature. 2 v. 8. Edinburgh, l-ll.

rifi-iluiiil (C. D.) English literature of

the 19th century. 12. Philadelphia,

Collier (./. P.) Bibliographical and crit-

ical account of the rarest books in the

e.nglUh language, alphabetically ar-

rang.-d. 1 v. 12. New York, 1 -'.<;.

Craik ((}. L.) Compendious history of

'iigli>li literature and of the english

language, from the nonnan conquest.
2 v. 8. New York, 1863.

I-ln<iH*)i catalogue, of books, published
from January, 18:55, to January, 1- ''.', :

with dates of publication, si/.e, prices,

edition, and publisher's name. Com-

piled by S. Low. 8. London, 1864.

Tin; same. v. 2. January, 1H6'3, to

January, 1872. 8. London, 1873.
* The same. English catalogue of

Looks for 1872, 1873, 1874. and 1875.

4 v. 8. London, 187:5-76.

Index to the english catalogue.
1-.M1-1875. 8. London, 1870.

/l,i:lilt ( iT. <',) Handbook to the pop-
ular, portieal, and dramatic literature

of<;ivai iSritaiu, [to 1660]. 8. Lon-

don, I-C.7.

l.ontlii catalogue of books ; containing
the books published in London t'loni

l-l t to H:u. H . London, ls:55.

i! / r.ildiograpliei's man-
ual iif english literature; an aceount

re,
em-ion-, and ii-el'nl Looks pub-

lished in, or relating to (iivat I'.rilain.

Jd ed. enlarged, by II. <J. I5idig. 11 v.

in . 12. London. 1-57-64.

.I and bow
to i. -ad. l. New Yoik. i-; i.

. n^lish \\ritei-s: tin- urii

en befoie < 'lianeei ; with sket.-li o|

tin- four periods of english litei.iini, .

v. I.
-

. London, 1

The s.iui. i i lo writers after

Cliam-iT. -
. London, 1

A first sketch of english lid i

IHP. London, [187:5J.

Bibliography and Literature.
*
Morley (II.) Tables of english litera-

ture, [containing a synchronology of

authors, a. d. 600-1870]. 2d ed. fol.

London, 1870.

I'tiMinker*' circular and general record

of i.ritish and foreign literature.

1838-1875. 38 v. 8. London, 1438-75.

" Putnam (G. P.) and others. The best

reading. 16. New York, 1875.

Pijcrofl (J.) Course of eiiglisb reading.

Edited, with additions, by J. A. Spen-
cer. 12. New York, 1857.

shmc (T. //.) New history of english

literature. \->\ New York, 1874.

*Taine(H.) History of euglish litera-

ture. Translated by II. Van Laun.

4 v. in 2. 8=. New York, 1871.

Timperky (C. H.) Encyclopaedia of lit-

erary and typographical anecdote ;

illustrative of the history of literature

and printing, from the earliest period.

Compiled from Nichols' literary anec-

dotes. 2d ed. 8. London, 1842.

ran Rhtjn (G. A. !'.) What and how to

read. Guide to recent english litera-

ture. 12. New York, 1875.
* Watt (II.) Bibliotheca britannica; a

general index to british and foreign

literature. In two parts ;
authorsund

subjects. 4 v. 4. Edinburgh. 18'24.

H'liitakir (J.) Reference catalogue of

current literature, containing the full

titles 'if books now in print and on

sale, with the prices. 8. London,
1874.

" The same. 8. London, 1

France.

liarbier (A. A.) Dictionnaire des <n\-

vrages anonynies et pseudouyims en

iraneais et en latin, avec les noins des

ailtellis, ete. M' ed. I V. 8. PMTM,
I -."-' -27.

The same. :! ed. angnienteo paruim.
O. Hail'ier. K'.-ne. ei I'.illard. v. I J.

|
A l.|. Pans. I-7-J-74.

ir ib- l.i Trailer: on, journal

de I'linpi nini le il do 1 libroi-

to. M \.
-

. .

loMimgc (C.) Litorary annnal : -atn-

loglle of work- of note pl|ldlhei| III

F.a.u-e iii 1-70 1-71. -
. I'.IM-. i

OUMH'JC (II.) Ma blhh..t!,e.,ur 1

caise. 16. Parb, 1855.
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Chasles (E.) Histoire (le la littdratnrc

francaise. 8. Paris, 1870.

Desesaarlit (X. T. Lemoyne, dit). Les socles

litte~raires de la France; ou, diction-

uaire historique, critique, et biblio-

graphique, de tons lea (Scrivains fran-

cais, jusqaa la fin du 18e siecle. 7

v. 8. Paris, 1800-1803.

De Vericour (L. R.) Modern freucb lit-

erature. 12. Boston, 1848.

WHtilly (G.) Dictionnaire des psen-

donymes. 18. Paris, 1868.

France. Bibliotheque imp6riale. Cata-

logue de 1'bistoire do France. 10 v^

4. 1855-65.

Gfouzez (N. E.) Histoire de la littdra-

ture francaise depnis ses origines jus-

qu'a la revolution. 2 v. 8. Paris,

1861.

Histoire de la litte~rature francaise

pendant la revolution. 8. Paris,

1859.

Grtswell ( W. P.) Annals of Parisian ty-

pography. 8. London, 1818.
* Hatin (L. E.) Bibliographic bistorique

et critique de la presse pe~riodique frau-

caise. 8. Paris, 1806.

Joliftt (C.) Les pseudonymes du jour.

16. Paris, 1867.

Le Long (J.) Bibliotbeque bistoriqne de

la France, contenant le catalogue des

ouvrages, imprimes ou manuscrit, qui

traitent de 1'histoiro de ce royanme.
2e 6d. par M. Fevret Fontette. 5 v.

fol. Paris, 1768-78.
* Lorenz (0.) Catalogue ge~ne"ral de

la librairie francaise pendant 25 aus,

1840-1865. 4 v. 8. Paris, 1867-7L-

Manne (E. de). Nouvean recueil d'ouvra-

ges anonymes et pseudonynies. Nouv.

<5d. 8. Lyons, 1862.
*"
Querard (J. M.) La France Iitt6raire

;

ou, dictionnaire bibliographique des

savants, bistoriens, et gens de lettres

de la France, ainsi que des litterateurs

Strangers qui out e"crit en francais,

plus particulierement pendant les 18e

et 19e siecles. 10 v. 8. Paris, 1827-

39.

* Litt<5ratnre francaise contemporainei

1827-49. Continuation de la France

litte"raire, par 1'auteur, et par C. Lou-

audre, F. Bourquelot, et A. Maury. 6

v. 8. Paris, 1842-57.

Bibliography and Literature.

(Jmrard (/. AT.) Les supcrcberies lit-

icraires dcvoilees. Galeries des aii-

teurs apocrypbes, snpposds, ddguisds,

])lagiaires, etc. de la Htt6rature fran-

caise pendant les qnatre derniers

sifecles. 2e dd. augmented par G. Brn-

net et P. Januet. 3 v. 8. Parh,
1869-70.

Reinwald (C.) Catalogue annuel de la

librairie francaise, pour les aniuVs

1858-1869. 12 v. 8. Paris, 1859-70.

Vinet (A.~) History of frencb literatim-

in tbe 18th century. 8. London,
1860.

Germany.

Ersch (J. .<?.) Handbncb der deutscbeu

literatnr, seit der mitte des acbtzehu-

ten jabrhunderts bis auf die neueste

zeit, systematise!! bearbeitet. 4 v.

[8 parts] in 6. 8. Leipzig, 1822-41 1.

* Gostwick (T.) and Harrison (R.) Out-

lines of German literature. 12. Lon-

don, 1873.

*
Hedge (F. ff.) Prose writers of Ger-

many. 2d ed. 8. Philadelphia, 184!.

Helnsius (J. W.) Allgemeiues bticher-

lexicon; oder verzeichniss aller, 1700-

[1^67], erschieneuen biicher welche in

Deutscbland, n. s. w. gedruckt wordeu

sind. 20 v. in 15. 4. Leipzig,,

1812-71.

Hinrichs (J. C.) and others. Verzeicbniss

der biicher welche in Dantschlaml

erschieueu sind, 1797 bis 1876. 74 v.

16. Leipzig, 1798-1876.

Biicher - catalog ;
verzeichniss der in

der zweiten halfte des 19ten
jahrhund-

ertsim deutschen bnchbandel erschie-

nenen biicher. 1851-1865. 2 v. 4C
.

Leipzig, 1874.
*
Kayscr (C. G.) Index locnpletissimiis

bibliorum qui inde ab anno 1750 usque

ad annum [1870J, in Germania et in

terris confinibns prodierunt. Voll-

stiindiges biicher-lexicon, etc. 18 v. in

9. 4. Leipzig, 1834-1873.
* Eurz (H.) Geschicbte der dentschau

literatnr. 3 v. 8. Leipzig, 1857.

* Menzel ( Wol/gaiir/). German literature 1

.

Translated, with notes, by Thomas

Gordon. 4 v. 12. Oxford, 1840-il

The same. Translated by C. C. Fel-

tou. 3 v. 12. Boston, 1840.
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Mtixchzischer (F. A.) Guide to german
literature. 2 v. 16. London, 1850.

II 'filer (E.) Die falschen mid fingirten

druckortc. Repertorium der unter

t'.-ilsclit-r firrna erschieuenen schrifteii.

J )iMitscher und lateiuischer theil. 8~.

L'-ipzig, 1858.

Index pseudonymoriiin. 8. Leipzig,
I-;.'.

}\'<>IJ)'(<>. I.. /;.) Kncyclopiidio der deut-

srhrn national-literatiir. 2eausg. 8 v.

HIM. fol. Leipzig, 1846-47.

itibj.

Ilililii>;frnfm italiaua; ossia elenco gene-
rait- <li-lli- ii|n-rr d'ogni specie e d'ogni

lingua .staiiipate in Italia, e dellc ita-

I am- pubblicatc all' estero. 12 v. 8.
.Milan. >, 1835- It'..

Jiihlioyrafia italiana. [Semi-monthly].
8. Firm/..-, l-<;7-7.'i.

<!<tinl>n ( /'. j Serie dei testi di lingua ita-

liana. i di all ri upi-iv inipni t am i uella

ilaliana let trial ma, ilcl st-rnlo XVI al

\i\. di altn i-srinplaiv del bene scri-

M-IV dal xv. a tut to il secolo xvill. 4a

i-il.
-

. V.-nr/.ia, 1841).

" ." /'. L.) Histoire litti'-rairr

il'Italir.
[

( 'ontinm'e par F. Salli, tome

lit -I I]. 11 v. .-
. I'ans, l*ll-:t:>.

/.'//. I'si-inloniinia ; ovvero, ta-

vidi- allalii'tirlli- di-' nn:ni linti o HUp-

pusti di-^li si:i itt-iri, cun la contrap-

liusi/iiiiH- i|i-' vrri. *
. Milano, 18IU5.

I ii/.iiinarii) di opcrc aiiniiiini

c p-M-iidoninii <li M-iiltoii ilaliaiii, o.

:i\rnli n-la/inni all'Itali.i. ;{ v. 8.
Milan.i, l-|--.V.t.

l'il>,ili/, /.'. <!, i. Kiii^raiiadcgli Italiani

illiistri in-Ill- si-ii-n/.f, li-tti-n-, i-.l aili

<lrl -sci-ulu \\iii, i- il.- <-iinti-inpiiiani-i.

. I

-
: I II.

l'n-'ili-<'lii i liiroliimn ). Sluria drlla li-t

ii-iainra ilaliana. l
B rd. Vi-m-ta. ilnpn

1 1 Mixli-iia.a.-.T.'si-iiitaiiairaiitiin-.

la if,.
-

. v,-,,,

Latin and Urtek htfrnlnrf.

'in ii;.n.} ii:-i,,i\ ,,r nuiian class-

ic. il llli-l.ltnl.-. -
. I Inn, I

IHIiilm i/'. /'.) Intr.Hlin ti.ni to tli-

KIMI\\ lrdg of rare ami \ .ilu.il>!.- nli-

tiuii-t i>t tin- ii-rk and latin .

etc. -Illi >d. "J v. - l..,nd..:

Bibliography and Literature.

Eniji-lmann (IP.) Bibliotheca philolo-

gica ; oder alphabetiscbes verzeich-

niss der grain mar i ken, wiirterbiicher,

etc. der griecbiscben und lateinincben

spracbe, welche iu Deatechland er-

8cbi<-n<Mi sind, l?r>0-K)-2. 3v autl. 8.

Leipzig, 1853.

Bibliotheca acriptorum classicornm

et gra-i-uriirii et latinoi inn. Alpbalif-

ti>i-!u-s verzeicbniss del* aiisgaben,

tibersct/.nngiMi, u. s. w. 1700-1856. 7e

aufl. 8. Leipzig, 1858.

!n-nhnry (J. J.) Manual of classical

literal in.-. Translated by X. \V.

Kiske. 4th ed. 8. Philadelphia,

1851.

Fabricim (J. A.) Bibliotheca gnuca. 111.

4* curante Harles. Acceduut Fabri-

cii et Ilriiinanni snpplciucuta. 12 v.

4. Hamburgi, 1790-1809.

Bibliotheca latiua, aucta diligentia

J. A. Ernesti. 3v. 8. Lipsiu*, 17?:; 7 I

Hoffmann (S. F. W.) Bibliograpbiscbes

lexicon der gesamniten literatur tl--r

Griechen. 3v. 8. Leipzig, 18Ii-

Moxfi (J. W.) Manualof classical bibli-

ography ; a detail of the editions, com-

mentaries, works critical and illus-

trative, and translations of the givt-k

and latin classics. 2 v. 8. London.

1-.'.-,.

M>ire(W.) Critical history of the lan-

guage and literature of ancientGreece.

'-M ed. 5 v. 8. London. I-:, I >:.

Schicriycr (/'. L. .t.) ll.tndbnrh di-r rlas-

HJ.sclien bibliograpliic. 'J v. in :t. 8.

Smith (If.) Dictionary of greek and

roman biograpby and inytliolngy.

U v. f j . L.imlim. 1-7".

T!ioMi>xn ( //.) Ili-toiy of roman liter-

al un-. -J.l .-.I. I',' . I.on.l..n.

'rlandtand Rrlgimn.

Akkoitde (J. r.i/ii ami .\rnnbrry (A
1

.)

u-i;ixtiT van iifdi-rduituche

l!,M-k.-n, 1600 17-7. 2- druk. 9 V.

4. li..tter.lam. 17--.

Jo*g(J. de). ThoMtne. 17l>"

..vi-nbagr. :

i:,-inkman (C. /..) Tin- -.an

l-t'.t. I . An.si.-iilaiu. 1H58.

/;,/., u h of tin- bint

llriiii-lilit.Taliiie. 1- - l.ndon,lJ80.
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Bibliography and Literature.

I'anda-niavlcn '(P.) Dictionuaire dgs

homines de lettres (etc.) de Belgique.

8. Bruxelles, l.-:i7.

Oriental and hebrew literature.

British museum. Catalogue of hebrew

books in the library. 8C . London,
1867.

riirst(J.) Bibliotheca judaica; biblio-

grapbisches handbuch der jiidischen

literatut. 2C ausgabe. 3 pts. in 2 v.

8. Leipzig, 1863.

Garcin de Tassy (J. H.) Litte"rature hin-

doui et hindoustani. Bibliographic.

2v. 8. Paris, 1839-47.

Edji Khalfa (Mustafd Ben Abdallah.)

Lexicon bibliographicum et encyclo-

pjpdicuin. Edidit, latiue vertit, et

commentario indicibusqne instruxit

G. Fliigel. 7 v. 4. Leipzig, 1835-38.

HerbeJot (B.d'). Bibliotbeque orientale.

6 v. 8. Paris, 1781-83.

Joloiticz (H.) Bibliotheca segyptiaca.

8. Leipzig, 1858.

Soest (M.) Catalog der hebraica uud

judaica aus der L. Rosentbal'schen

bibliothek. 2 v. 8. Amsterdam,
1875.

Steinschneider (H.) Catalogus librorum

hebraeorum in bibliotheca bodleiana.

4C . Beroliui, 1860.

Jewish literature, 8th-18th cent. 8.

London, 1857.

*Zenker (J. T.) Bibliotheca oriental is.

Manuel de bibliographie orientale.

2 v. 8. Leipzig, 1846-61.

Portugal.

Farinha (B. J. de Sousa). Bibliotheca

luzitana. Siimiuario. 3 v. 18. Lis-

boa, 1786.

*Silva (I. F. da). Diccionario biblio-

graphico portuguez. 7 v. 8. Lis-

boa, 1858-62.

Russia.

Sopikof. Essai de bibliographie russe.

[In Russian]. 1765-1820. 5 v. 8.
St. Petersbonrg, 1813-21.

Scandinavia.

*Ersletr(T.H.) Almindeligt forfatter-

lexicon for Dan mark, 1814-53. 6 v.

8. Kjobenhavu, 1843-68.

*Linmtroem (H.) Sellwed isches biicher-

lexikon. 1830-1865. 8. Stockholm,
1870.

Bibliography and Literature.

Moller (/.) Bibliotheca septentrionis

eruditi
; quo A. Birtholini liber do

scriplis Dauorum, Nor\vagi>runi ft

Islandoruin, J. Suheli'uri Succia liter

ata, et J. Molleri iritroductio [etc/

4 v. 16. Lipsiae, 1698-99.

\
!/,'nq> (R.) and Kraft (./. G.) Dansk
uorsk litteratur-lexicou. 2 v. !

Kjobenhavu, 1818-19.

Spain.

Antonio (X.) Bibliotheca hispana nova

ab anno 1500 ad 16H4. Recognita

emendata, aucta ab ipso auctore. 2 v.

fol. Matriti, 1783-88.

Bibliotheca hispana vetus, ad annuiii

1500. Curante F. P. Bayerio. 2 v.

fol. Matriti, 1788.

Gallardo (B. J.) and others. Ensayo de

unabiblioteca espaiiola de libros r;uu>

y curiosos. v. 1-2. [A-F]. 8-. Ma-

drid, 1863-66.

Los Rio8 (J. A. de). Historia critica de

laliteratnra espanola. 7 v. 8-. Ma-

drid, 1861-65.
* Ticknor (G.) History of Spanish liter-

ature. 4th ed. 3v. 8. Boston, 1-7'J.

B graphy.
Allen ( T.) American biographical dic-

tionary. 3ded. 8C . Boston. l-.">7.

Bayle (A) Dictionnaire historiqnc ft

critique. 3e <5d. 4 v. fol. Amster-

dam, 1720.

The same. Dictionary, historical and

critical. New translation, etc. By J.

P. Bernard, T. Birch, and others. 10 v.

fol. London, 1734-41.

Biographic uouvelle des contemporains,

par Arnault, Jay, etc. 20 v. 8J . Pa-

ris, 18^0-25.

"Biographic nnivcrselle.aucienne et im>-

derne, rddigde par une socit'te de gens

de lettres et de savants. Publi'v par

Michaud. Nouv. [2
e
] e"d. 45 v. .

Paris, 1854-65.

Blake (J. L.) General biographic*] di<

tiouary. 13th ed. 8-. Philadelphi

1856.

Cates ( IV. L. E.) Dictionary of general

biography. 8. London, 18i">7.

Chalmers (A.) General biographical die

tionary. Ne\v ed. 32 v. 8-. Lou

don, 1812-17.

Chambers (7?.) Biographical dictionary

ofeminent Scotsmen. 4 v. 8--. Glas-

gow, 1840.
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Biography.

Chaudon (L. Af.) and Delandine (F. A.)

Diclionnairti universel, historiquc, cri-

ti<|iie et bibliographique. y6d. ang-
incntew do l(i,00(J articles, par une so-

cie"te" de savaus. 20 v. 8J . Paris,

18 10-1 a.

Dictionary of contemporary biography.
8. London, Mil.

'

1 Iraki-.
(

/''. .S.) Dictionary of ainerican

biography. 8. Boston, l-;-J.

Ftll'-r i /'. A. </(). liiographie nnivf.rs^lle ;

on, dictionnaire des homines qni su

Mint I'.iit mi iiuMi. Contimi6i) jnsi|ii'cn

M,n. Par I'abb6 Simouiu. 8 v. -
.

Lyon. Mi'.

"Hale ( X. ./.) Woman's record
;
or sketch-

ex of all distinguished WOIIHMI, with

selections. 8. New York, 185'.}.

Ilnildii (./.) Index of biography. 8.
London, 1870.

*Hole(C.) Brief biographical dictionary.

\Virli additions and corrections l>y \V.

A. Wneeler. lfi. New York, I8(i>.

J nii/rriiil dictionary of universal biogra-

phy. Conducted by John Eadie, J. P.

Nil hoi, and others. 3 v. 8J . Glas-

gow, (.HM-r.liJ.

hnii/lit ; <'.) Knglish cyclopa- lia. Bi-

ngrapliy. <i v. fol. London, Itioti-Grf.

I'hi- same. Siiiiplemuut. fol. Lon-

don, i-;-.'.

/.minimi (('.; Biographical annals ot t'n

civil government of the I 'nited Slates.

. [To 1H7".]. 8. New York, 1*7 it.

M<ir/iti (/'.) Handbook of conteinpo-

tpby,
-

. London, 18/0.

Miiiunln- iN i Itiographiual tre.sui\.

l::th ed. 1-2 . London. 1

M' n "i 1 lie time; a dictionary of eon-

teniporiiries. Reviseil by T. Cooper.
'.lib ed. I'.' . London. I

!,|, ,_.|.| .,) ,|,. ^, : i<- ra le.de [ill
i- le>

len |>lns ri-eiil.-M jnsqil'a I10S

j.ii 1 1 -. I'll bl i.-e par mm. Didot, MHIX la

direetioll de I'. Hueter. 46 V. 8. Ptt-

0tt

plliljile linh er.selle ; dirlnninaile des

oii\ i 14,--. ivl.itit't a la vie pnl>!

|Mi\.-.- des pefHonnagOM Ct'lebr.

8. Hrn\cllcs. i- ,i.

I'hillijix ( I., /.'.i Dictionary of biogrnph-
i. .il refereiu-e. containing
names. -

. London, 1-71.

Biography.

Rich (K.) Cyclopie lia of biography.
Memoirs of the most dittin^nished

persons of all times. 83 . Glasgow,
1664.

Bone (H. J.)' New general biographical

dictionary. 12 v. 8 J
. London, 18.">0.

* Ttiomai (J.) Universal pronouncing dic-

tionary of biograjihy and mythology.
2 v. 9>. Philadelphia, 1870.

I'djifrmn (ff.) Dictionnaire nniver-

sei des anotempocains. 4e 6d. 8J .

I'.iris, 1870.

The same. Suppl6ment a la ij'iatrie-

mee'il. par L. Gamier. 8. Paris, 1
-

* Wheeler (
l\

r
. J.) Dictionary of the noted

na:n -s of I'n-tioii. 12 J . IJ-Jston, 18(ir>.

Woodward (It. li.) and Gate* ( If. L. II. )

Encyclopaedia ofchronology, historical

and biographical. 8. London, 1874.

Botany.
Graii (A.) Field, forest, and garden bot-

any. 14. New York.l- 9,

Manual of the botany of the northern

United States. 5th ed. 8. New

York, 1867.

llalliT (A. von). Bihliotheca botanica ;

i|
na script a nd rein herbaria MI facie'itia

a reritm initiis receusentur. 2 v. 4.
L.mdini, 1771-7'J.

Le Afaout(K.)and Decaifine (J.) General

system of botany. 4. London, 1876'.

Linillt'i/ (J.) The vegetable kingdom;
the structure, classification, and uses

of plants, illustrated on the natural

system. Newed. > . London. I

* London (J. ('.) Kncyclopie.lia of plants.

8. London, 1

Tajelon (Sir ./.) Hotanical dict.ionary;

comprisinir the names, history. a:nl

eiil' nre of all plants known in lint am.

New ed. -
. London, 1

l'rit;i-l(H. A.) Thesaurus lii. ratuni' bo-

tanica 1 omnium gentium mde a ivruin

botanical nm initiis. !-. Lip-i.e. I -,M

_ The same. Kd. nov. 4. L>

1-71.

Si,-lix (./. Text -book of botany, mor

[ilmlo^ical and physiological. H. Ox-

to.,1, 1-7.'..

Chemistry.
9 Cook, (J. I', jr.) The new chenr

1-J . New Y..iK. 1-74.

l.,H,lin (I ) Han.lbook of i-lH'lllistry.

15 v. 8. London, 1848-60.
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Chemistry.

Knapp (F.) Chemical technology : or,

chemistry applied to the arts and man-

ufactures. Translated by E. Ronalds

and T. Richardson. 3 v. 8. Lon-

don, 1848-51.

Uuxpratt (>>'.) Chemistry, theoretical,

practical, and analytical, as applied
and relating to the arts and manufac-

tures. [Alphabetically arranged]. 2

v. 8. Glasgow, 1860.
*
Eitprecht (R-) Bibliotheca chemica.

l-:.--70. 8C . Gottingen, 1*7-2.

* Watts (H.) Dictionary of chemistry.
5v. 8. London, 1863-68.

*
Supplement. 8. London, 1872.

* 2d supplement. 8. London, I 875.
* Zuchold (E. A.) Bibliotheca chemica.

1840-58. 8. Gottingen, 1859.

Chronology. See History.
Commerce.

'Eiislin (T. C. F.) and Engelmann (W.)

Bibliothekderhandlnngswisseuscbaft.
1750-1845. 2eanfl. 8. Leipzig, 1846.

*
Levi (L.) History of British commerce.

1763-1870. 8. London, 1872.
*
Lindsay ( W. S.) History of merchant

shipping aud ancient commerce. 4

v. 8C . London, 1874-76.
* McCulIoch (J. It.) Dictionary of com-

merce ami commercial navigation.
New ed. by H. G. Reid. 8. London,
1871.

* Teats (J.) Growth and vicissitudes of

commerce to 178'J. 12. Loudon. 1-7-J.

* Manual of recent and existing
commerce. 1789-1872. 12. London,
1872.

Cookery. See Domestic Economy.
Dictionaries, fee Language.
Domestic and Rural Economy.

Acton (E.) Modern cookery for private
families. 10th ed. London, 1850.

Cooley (A. J.) Cyclopaedia of practical

receipts. 2d ed. 12. London, 1845.
* Dick ( W. B.) Encyclopedia of practi-

cal receipts and processes. 2d ed. 8~.

New York, 1874.

Dictionary of daily wants. [aon.] 3 v.

1-J . Loudon. [1858-60].
*
Engclmann ( W.) Bibliotheca cecouo-

mica
; oder. verzeiclmiss der biicher

iiber die bans- nnd landwirthschaft

etc. 8. Leipzig, 1841.
* Literatur der land- nnd forstwirth-

schaft. 8. Wien, 18(H5.

Domestic and Rural Economy.
Kinc/in (.1. ('.) Host and guc.-t : a book

about dinners, wines, and desserts.

12. London, 1864.

Mackenzie (C.) Teu thousand receipts,
in all the useful aud domestic art*.

New ed. By a corps of experts.

Philadelphia, 1866.

Walsh (J. H.) Economical housekeeper

practical advice for purchasing tli--

supplies of the house, aud for brewing,

baking, preserving, aud pickliug. If/ .

Loudon, 1857.

Webster ( T.) and Parkes (Mrs.) Encyclo-

paedia of domestic economy. New rd.

8. London, 1861.
* Youmans (E. L.) Hand-book of house -

hold science. A popular account o:'

heat, light, air, aliment, and cleansing
in their scientilic principles nnd domes-

tic applications. 12. New York, 1864 .

Drama.
* Baker (D. E.) Biographia dramatica:

euglish and irish dramatic writer*.

Continued by I. Reed and S. Jones.

[Two parts, authors and plays]. 3 v.

in 4. 8. Loudon, 1812.
*Brown ( T. A.) History of the americnn

stage. Biographical sketches of uear-

ly every member of tha pr>fessioii

from 1733 to 1870. 12. New York. l-7(J.

Dunlip (II'.) History of the americaii

theatre. 8. New York, l-:\2.

Firnbach(L.) Der theaterfrenud. [List

of plays published in Germany 170K-

1-59]. 2v. If.. Berlin, ISf.i.i.

Genest (./.) Some account of the eng-
lish stage, from 1660 to 1830. [anon. }

in v. 8J . Bath, 1832.

Gohet et UnnliL Dictionnaire nni-

versel du theatre en France.

Paris, 1866-69.

HnUlwell (J. 0.) Dictionary of old eug-

lish plays, to the close of the 17th cen-

tury. 8-. Loudon, 1860.

Wvmyss(F. C.) Chronology of the amer-

icaii stage, 1752-1852. 12-. Ner

York, 1852.

Education.
American educational catalogue for 1~T."

[Classified price list; of school book

in use in the United States].

[In PuiusHF.us' weekly. Ana:. 14. l~7:>. v. .-. |

^97. Al*j. prefixed to Publishers' trail

annual for 1)?75|.

*Ersch (J. S.) Literatur der padagogik
8. Amsterdam, 1812.
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Education.
(iri-nl Jlrilain. Minutes of the commit-

t council on education. With re-

ports by her majesty's inspectors of

schools,. [1839-1874]. 45 v. 8. Lon-

don, 1*40-75.

Lou-?,
( W.) Classified catalogue of edu-

< at ioiial works in use in Great Britain.

8. London, 1371.

/.'/ a mi r i A . rim ). Geschicbte der piida-

goyik. :{ aiitl. 3 v. in 4. 8. Stutt-

gart, l-.">7.

Mimiitt *

II.I.) Education. Paitl. Hi>-

toiy of education. I,* . \,-w Ymk.
1842.

H.indbiich dcr plidago-

gik. Lileiatur der gegcii wart. 3 v.

-
. L.-ip/i-, |

>'i//<V/v;,/, (/'../., History and pr
<>!' education. By Philobiblius, \jMiU-

dun.} Introduction by II. Barnard.

1.' . New York. I860.

*t<,ttx. Reports of the com in i>-

uf education. [184W-1874J.
7 v. -

. Washington, 18(5- !

Encyclopaedias.

.tim rii-iiii <-vcIo|i;i-ilia : a popular lic-

tioiiarv uiMcin-ial knowledge. Ed. by
(J. Kipley and ('. A. Dana. Hi \.

B . N. -A York. l-7:!-7;.

'( . "/'.
;

I Mrtioiiary of science,

lilfiatni.-, ami ait. New ed. by G. W.
:'. v. 8. London, 1875.

(
'\i-lopa-ilia : an universal

ilii-liuii.ii v ot' arts and M-i.-nrwj. 4t-h

i-l. With a supplement. 4 v. lol.

London, i?ii

' 'lni in IHI .
( /.'. iin,l II'.) Kncy<-lopa-ilia :

a ill knowledge
IMI tin- pi ..pie. Illustrated. 10 V. b.
riiii.iii.-ipin.i. i

JiLon. All-einrinr dcllt

lopii. In-. I'J' ullll.l^e.

1ST, -
I.e.,

ill rclMUe In lint r<nii|.|ct<-il).

ikiiiii*t hi* convfrsa

1. -\ikon. Moarbvitvt NH A. .1. 8chuiii-

II-.. -

l>i. ',< ,.i u-,eini knowledge, [anon.]
I \. I'.' . L.indon. !

lii<-ti-iHinni-i- d.' I i . .:i ,.( ,),. ).,

leetiuv.
| K'edue p. IT \\ . Dneki'tl

].

'

Encyclopaedias.
Diderot (D.) A lembert (J. le R. <T) etc. En-

cyclopedic: ou, dictionnaire raisouno

des sciences, ties arts, et des IIH t

par une societ6 de jjens de lettn-s.

Nouv. dd. 3'J v. 4. Genevf, 1777-

A popular dic-

tionary, on the baMsof the (iennan

convureatious-luxicou. Edited by !'.

Lieber and E. Wiy^lesworth. With

BUppleinent, by H. Vethake. 14 v. -
.

Philadelphia, 1848.

Eitcyclopd-dia britannica
; or, dictionary

ofarts, sciences, and general literature.

Mb e.l. [by T. S. TraillJ. V.' v. 4C .

Edinburgh, 1853-60.

The same. lth cd. Ed. by I B

Baynes. v. 1-4. 4. London, 1875-7<>.

I-:ixi/i-li>)Huti<i inetropolitana ; or, uni-

versal dictionary of knowledge. Ed.

by E. Smedley, H. J. I{OK>, and H. J.

Rose-. 'JC) v. 4. London, 1845.

l-'ni'i/i-li>in
:
(lii- dn dix-nenvii'inu sii-cle-

Kepertoiro universel des scienei s, il<-

Jetties, 1 1 des ai t- : a\ ec la biographic
de tons les lionunes ei-;.-].i

supplement. [Dirigt- jiai A. de Saint-

1'ricst J. 2* v. in:..'. > . Tan-. l-;t.

Kin-iji 'lojirilH- iiK'-thodique ; x'-pcrtoire

universe! div ise parordre de inati< i. -

par uuo soci^td de gtMis de let t re-.

de savatis et d'artistcs. 'Jii-J v. J .

Paris 17-J-H:.

'-

(./. N.) and Grubrr (J. C.) Allge-
ineilie elieyclopedie der \\ i eii-ehatleTl

mid kunsto. I'.l \. I . Leipzig,
181-

(Publication untininhoilj.

'Jolliimill'x new Mllivel-al i'lie\el.i pallia.

Edited l.\ I'. A I

1

. Barnard. A. Gn.Mit.

te. v. 1 --.'. [A-L]. 8. Neu Y...k.

'

hnigtt (T.) Englihh rjrlo]

f. I . l...i:d..n. 1-

The same. Synoptical index. I .

Lon. 1. .11.

i /'.) Grand dirtionnairo uni-

>.-! dll \IV HH-i-lr II. II , ..!-. hiwlO-

m\ llioli.j:ii|iie.

|Hr.

1-1:1. [A-KJ.

.Mil a- rn!nry of knowli-dgc.
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Encyclopaedias.
*
Metier (H. J.) Neues conversations-lex-

ikon: ein worterbuch des allgemeinen
wissens. 2* aufl. 17 v. b. Hild-

burghausen, 1861-68.

[A 3d ed. commenced in 1874].

National (The) cyclopedia. A compen-
dium of universal information, by L.

Colauge. 8. Philadelphia, 1873.

JYaJionafcyclopsediaof useful knowledge
7 v. 8. London, 1859.

Partington (C. F.) British cyclopaedia.

10 v. 8. London, 1833-38.

Penny cyclopaedia of the society for the

diffusion of useful knowledge. With
two supplements [Edited by G.

Long], 30 v. in 17. 8. London
}

1833-58.

Purer (H. A.) Nenesnniversal-conver

sations-lexikon
; oder, encyclopiidi-

sches worterbuch, bearbeitet von meni-

als 380 gelebrten. 6e
auflage. 17 v.

8. Oberhausen, 1874-75.

[Publication still in progress).

Rees (A.) Cyclopaedia; or, universal

dictionary of art*, sciences, and litera-

ture. 39 v. 4. Plates, 6 v. 4. Lon-

don, 1819-20.

Zedler (J. H.) Grosses vollstiiudiges uni-

versal-lexikon aller wissenschaften

und kiinste. 64 v. mit supplement, 4

v. fol. Leipzig, 1732-54.

ZelVs popular encyclopedia. A univer-

sal dictionary of English language

literature, and art. By L. Colange.
2 v. 4. Philadelphia, 1871-72.

Pine Arts.
* Blanc (C.) Grammar of painting and

engraving. 8C . New York, 1874.

*
Bryan (J/.) Biographical and critical

dictionary of painters and engravers.
New ed. enlarged by G. Stanley. 8.
London, 1849.

Burckhardt (J.) The cicerone : or art

guide to painting. 12. London, 1873.

* Clement (C. E.) Handbook of legendary
and mythological art. 12. New
York, 1871.

*
Painters, sculptors, architects, en-

gravers, and their works. A hand-

book. 12. New York, 1*74.

Demmin (A. F.)' Encyclopedic des beanx

arts plastiques. 3v. 8. Paris, 1873-74.

Pine Arts.

Dunlap ( W.) Rise and progress of th

arts of design in the United States

[Biographies of painters]. 2 v. 8

New York, 1834.

Duples8is(G. G.) Bibliographic ge"ne"rale

des beaux arts. 8. Paris, 1867.

Elmes (J.) General and bibliographical

dictionary of tine arts. 8. London,
1826.

*
Fairholt (F. W.) Dictionary of terms iu

art. 12. London, 1870.

*Gullick ( T. J.) and Timba (J.) Painting

popularly explained. 16. London,
1859.

*Jdckson (J.) Treatise on wood engrav-

ing, historical and practical. 2d ed.

8. London, 1861.

Kugler (F.) Handbook of painting.

The schools of painting iu Italy. From
the german. Edited by Sir C. L.

East-lake. Newed. 2v. 12. Lon-

don, 1867.

Long (S. P. ) Art : its laws, and the rea-

sons for them. 12. Boston, 1871.

Lubke (W.} History of art. 2d ed.

2 v. 4. London, 1869.

History of sculpture. 2 v. 8. Lon-

don, 1872.

*Najler (G.E.) Kiinstler-lexicon. 2:2 v.

83 . Miincheu, 1835-52.

*Oltle\j(H.) Biographical and critical

dictionary of recent and living paint-

ers and engravers, forming a supple-

ment to Bryan's dictionary. 8. Lon-

don, 1866.

Otlldy(W. T.) Inquiry into the origin

and early history of engraving ou

copper ami-wood. 2 v. 4. London,

1816.

Bedfi>-ai'e(R. and S.) Century of painters

of the english school, with notices of

their works, and account of the prog-

ress of art in England. 2 v. 8. Lon

don, 1866.

I! in-kin (./.) Lectures on painting. 12

London, 1854.
* Modern painters: 5th ed. 5 v. 8

London, 1851-60.

"Segnier (F. P.) Critical and commercial

dictionary of the works of painters

1250-1850. 8. London, 1870.

Slret (A.) Dictionnaire historique des

peiutres. 8. Paris, 1855.
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Fine Arts.

*Spooner (S.) Biographical and critical

dictiouary of painters, engravers,

sculptors, and architects. 8. New
York, 1865.

* Tuckerman (H.T.) Book of the artists :

biographical and critical sketches of

american artists. 8. New York, 186d.

Universal catalogue of books on art.

[Published by the science and art de-

partment of the committee of council

on education, South Kensington; ed.

by J. Pollen]. 2 v. 4. London, 1870.

Fasari (G.) Lives of the most excellent

painters, sculptors, and architects.

5 v. 12. Loudou, 1850-52.

}\ 'iiickelmann (/. J.) History of ancient

art. From the gerniau, by G. H.

Lodge. 4 v. 8. Boston, 1856-73.

Genealogy and Heraldry.

*ridgcr (C.) Index to printed pedi-

grees and county and local histories,

herald's visitations, etc. 8 . London,
1887.

*Burk'-(Slr .1. n.) Genealogical andher-

alilic. dictionary of the peerage and

baronetage of the British empire.
:;.-tli ed. 8. London, 1.-7C..

<;eiicalogic.iil and heraldic history of

the landed gentry of Great Britain and

Ireland, litlied. 2 V. 8. London,
1-7.-,.

CoUiiiH (J.) Peerage, of England, con-

tinued by sir K. Brydges. 9 v. 6.
London. 1-1-.'.

(./. Jt. /'. ./. df). Histoiro g(S-

1icalogii|in et hdraldiqlle des pair*. d.-

- prineipiiles families nobles

du royanme, [ etc.] 12 V. 4U . Paris,

i
- N

Ihlii-itt (.1.) Illustrated baronetage, with

the knightage. ..I (iic.it I'.iilain ami

Ii.-l.md. 1-7C,. -
. London, 1-7C,.

I II nsl rat ei| peerage and titles of conr-
-

. London. 1-Ti;.

!> Manual of d igni I i.-s. |,,i\i

le-e, and prceedi'iice, 1C,-- I- I

London, i

I' and knig!.

lor 1-;.;. 1C, . London, 1

/'< Peerage of Scotland.

I, \Vilh a continuation b> .1. p.

Wood. 2 V. fol. Edinburgh, 1813.

Genealogy and Heraldry.
*Durrie(D. .S.) Index to american gene-

alogies and pedigrees contained in

state, county, and town histories, etc.

8. Albany, 1868.

*Fairbairn (J.) Crests of the families of

Great Britain and Ireland. Edited by
J. Maclareu. 2 v. 8. Edinburgh,
1860.

Farmer (J.) Genealogical register of the

lirst settlers of New England. 8.
Lancaster, (Mass.) 1829.

*
Haydn (J.) Book of dignities. 8. Loo-

don, 1851.

Kneschke (E. H.) Neues allgeineines

dfiitsches adels-lexicon. 9 v. 8.
Leipzig, 1859-70.

Lodge (E.) Peerage of the British em-

pire, as at present existing. [With]
the baronetage. 8. London, Iff75.

Lodge (J.) Peerage of Ireland ; or, a

genealogical history of the present

nobility. Continued by M. Arclulall.

7 v. 6. Dublin, 1789.

Loirer (M. A.)' English surnames; an

essay on family nomenclature, histoi i-

cal, etymological, and humorous. 3d

cd. 2 v. 12. London, 1H51.
*

Patronymica britanuica; a diction-

ary of the family names of the united

kingdom. 8. Lojidou, I860.

Ithxtap (J. If.) Armorial gone'ral de

1'Kurope. 8. Gouda, 1-v.i.

*Savage (J.) Gbnealogical dictionary of

the nrst settlers of New England,

showing three generations of those

who came before May, 1692. On the

basis of Farmer's genealogical register.

4 v. 8. Boston, 1860-C.-,>.

H',ilftn-il (/;.) County families of the

united kingdom: or, manual of the

titled and unfilled aristocracy. 8.
London. 1875.

*
Jt'h Union- (It . II.) The ouicrican gene-

alogist. Catalogue of family histories

and piiblic.-it ions, containing genealog-
ical information. -

. Alb:m\ . 1868,

) <njr (C. Af.) History of chriMi.m

nameH. 2 v. 12. London, i

Geography.
/;/,../. II '.'.) Fm

I ierialg:/.etti-er.
:: \ .

8. (Jlav.

i:,,cher dr l AV/,,n ,/,,-,> (?;.) Biblio-

tliei
(
ne lltiivelM'lle dl VOJ'llgr*.

ClttWiA* par oidf de pays. 6 V. 8.
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Geography.
('harnock (R. S.) Local etymology; de-

rivative dictionary of geographical
names. 8. London, 1859.

Collon (G. W.) Atlas of the world. De-

scriptions by K. S. Fisher. 2 v. fol-

New York, 1850.

The same. fol. New York, 1872.

Cooley ( W. D.) History of maritime and

inland discovery. 3 v. 16. London,
1846-48.

Edinburgh gazetteer ; or, geographical

dictionary. 6 v. 8. Edinburgh, 1822.
*
EageJmann (ff.) Bibliotheca geogra-

phica. 1750-1856. 8. Leipzig, 1858.

Eitf/lish (The) cyclopaedia ; geography.
4 v. 8

; supplement, 8. London,
1854-69.

Gazetteer of the world ; or, dictionary of

geographical knowledge. 7 v. 8.

Edinburgh, 1850-56.
*
Gray ( 0. W. ) $ son. The national atlas.

fol. Philadelphia, 1875.

Harpers' hand-book for travelers in Eu-

rope and the east. Edited by W. P.-

Fetridge. 12. New York, 1876.

Harpers' statistical gazetteer of the

world. By Calvin Smith, 8. New
York, 1655.

Johnson (A. J.) New illustrated family
atlas, fol. New York, 1873.

* Johnston (A. K.} Dictionary of geogra-

phy, forming a complete gazetteer of

the world. New ed. 8. London,
1857.

*
Royal atlas, with a special index to

each map. fol. Edinburgh, \^1'.\.

*Lippincott(J.B.) Complete pronouncing

gazetteer; or, geographical dictionary

of the world. Edited by J. Thomas
and T. Baldwin. Revised ed. with an

appendix. 8. Philadelphia, 1874.

*McCuUoch (J. R.) Dictionary, geograph-

ical, statistical, and historical, of the

countries, places, and natural objects

in the world. New ed. Revised by
F. Martin. 4 v. 8. London, 1866.

Malte-Brun(C.) Ge'ograpliie universelle.

Entitlement refondue, par T. Laval-

tee. 6 v. 8. Paris, 1855-57.

The same. System of universal geog-

raphy. Newed. 8. Edinburgh, l-4'.t.

Maunder (S.) Treasury of geography.
12. London, 1870.

Mitchell (S. A.) New general atlas; con-

taining maps of the various countries

of the world, etc. fol. 1875.

Geography.
P'dtz (fr.) Survey of the geography
and history of the middle ages, a. d.

476-1492. Translated by prof. Stigell.

12. London, 1- '>{.

* Smith ( JF.) Dictionary of greek and
roman geography. 2 v. 8. Lon-

don, 1872.

Student's manual of ancient geogra-

phy, based on the dictionary of greek
and roman geography. 16. London,
1851.

* and Grove (G.) Atlas of ancient

geography, biblical and classical, fol.

London, 1874.

*Sleintcehr(A. von). Centennial gazetteer
of the United States ;

a geographical
and statistical encyclopedia. 8.

Philadelphia, 1-74.

Stieler (A.) Hand-atlas iiber alle theile

der erde. fol. Gotha, 1874.

Wappiius (J. E.) Handbuch der geo-

graphic und statistik. 4 v. in 9. 8= .

Leipzig, 1855-71.

Geology aud Mineralogy.
Daddoic (S. H.) and Batman (B.) Coal,

iron, aud oil
; or, the practical Ameri-

can miner. 8. Pottsville,(Pa.) 1868.

*Dana (J. D.) Manual of geology, with

special reference to America. 2d ed.

8. New York, 1874.
*

System of mineralogy, including the

most recent discoveries. 5th ed. 8~.

New York, 1874.

Humble ( W.) Dictionary of geology ;

comprising such terms in natural his-

tory as are connected with geology.

8. London, 1860.

*Lyell (Sir C.) Principles of geology.

llth ed. 2 v. 8. London, 1872.

* Student's elements of geology. 2d

ed. 12. London, 1874.

Page ( D.) Handbook of geological terms

and geology. 12-. Edinburgh, 1859.

Government and Political Science.

Block (J/.) Dictionuairo gdneral de la

politique. Nonv.dd. 2 v. 8C . Paris,

1873-74.

Blnntschli (J. C.) and Brater (C.) Dent-

sches staatswiirterbuch. 10 v. ~

Stuttgart, 1857-67.

*
Cashing (L. S.) Lex parliamentaria

amcricana : law and practice of legis-

lative assemblies in the United Stute.s.

8. Boston, 1856.
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Government and Political Science.
*
Elliot (J.) Debates, resolutions, etc. in

convention, on the adoption of the
federal constitution, in Massachusetts,
New York, Virginia, North Carolina.

and Pennsylvania, with the journal
and debates of the federal convention
at Philadelphia, 14th May to 17th

September, 1787. 2d ed. 4 v. 8.

Washington, 1836.

- The same. v. 5. Supplement to

the debates, containing Madison's de-

l>ates in the federal convention, etc.

8. Washington, 1845.
*Federalist (The) ; a collection of essays,
written in favor of the new constitu-

tion. [By A. Hamilton, J. Madison,
and John Jay]. 8. New York, 1870.

Gillet (R. H.) The federal government ;

its officers and their duties. 12.
New York, 1871.

*Hallam (//.) Constitutional history of

England, from the accession of Henry
vn to the death of George n. [1485-

17(!0]. 2 v. 12. London, 1875.

Lii-hn- (f.) On civil liberty and self-

government. 8. Philadelphia, 1859.

Locke (J.) Two treatises on govern-
ment. 8. London, 1821.

*May (T. E.) Constitutional history of

Great Britain since the accession of

George in. 1760-18GO. 3d ed. 2 v.

8. London, 1871.

Practical treatise on the law, privil-

eges, and usage of parliament. 7th

r.l. *
. L.inlon, 1873.

Molil ( A', von). Geschichte iindliteratnr

der sta its\visseii8chaften. 3 v. 8.
Krlnngfii, 1855-58.

*

\..i-r//ii>//'i r.) Politics for young Ameri-

-M e,|. 16. New York, 1376.

-. 'I'.) Theconstitutionof ihr

States defined and can-fully

annotated. -
. Washington, 1876.

HniiHti-mi (./../. i I>n cunt nit social; on,

principes dii droit p<>litii|iie. 8.
Paiis I -.'I.

Tin- same. Treatise on the social

compart, it; . i ion. i:r,7.

Siilin i/ i l.i Discourses concerning gov-
crnnicnt, otc. 4. London. ITC.ll.

*
Story (J.) Commentaries on the const i-

tution of tin- I'nited Stat.-s; with a

preliminary view of tl uiMit ut ional

history of tht roloiiie- ami states !>.-

fore the adoption of the const itnt ion.

4th ed. 2v. 8. Boston, 1-

Government and Political Science.

Tocquerilh- (A. C. H. Clerel (It). De la

deaiocrnrie en Amdrique. 7e <?d. 3 v.

8. Paris, 1860.
* The same. Democracy in America.
2 v. 8. Boston, 1868.

Guide Books. See Geography.

History, Chronology, and Statistics.

Almanack do Gotha. 1766-1876. Ill v.

32. Gotha, 1766-1875.

American almanac, and repository of use-

ful knowledge. 1830-1861. 32 v. 12.

Boston, 1830 -61.

"American annual cyclopedia, and reg-
ister of important events, for 18(5 1

15 v. 8. New York, 1862-76.

"Annual register, from 1758 to 1875. 113

v. 8. London, 1758-1876.

Art (L') de vdrifier les dates des faits

historiques, etc.. Continue* par in.de

Saint Allais, et le marquis Fort in.

41 v. 8. Paris, 1818-44.

Blair (J.) Chronological tables from the

creation of the world. Enlarged to

1856, by J. W. Rosse. 16. London,
1856.

Bond (J. J.) Handy-hook for verifying
dates. 12. London, 1874.

* Buckle (H. T.) History of civilization

in England. 3 v. 8. London, 1867.

IIniln n, (H.) Europe during the middle

ages. 12th ed. 3 v. 8. London, 186U.
*
Haydn (J.) Dictionary of dates and uni-

versal reference. 14th ed. By U. Vin-

cent. 8. London, 1873.

Hittell (J. S.) A brief history of cul-

ture. 12. New York, 1875.

In-hig(J) The annals of our timea:

a diurnal of events from June 20, 1837,

to February 28, 1871. 8. London.

1876,

The same. Supplement, from Febru-

ary .'-. i-:i.to March 10, 1874. 8.
London. 1-T.Y

Ltu Case* t M. I. /'. D. <?<). Atlas hlato-

rique, ge'uc'alogique, chroiiologi<|iu'.

etc. de A. Le Sage. Edition de IM-

loye. fol. Paris. 1-

The Maine. Historical, genealogical,

chronological, and geographical atlas.

l'i,.m the frciioll. 2ded. fol. LoO-

di.n, 1-I-.

MaHmtfr(S.) Treasury of universal his-

tory. New ed. 12 . London, 1870.



702 Public Libraries in the United States.

History, Chronology, and Statistics.

liosse (J. If.) Index of dates, alphabeti-

cally arranged ; being an Index to the

enlarged edition of Blair's chronolog-

ical tables. 12. London, 1859.

7(ci (A. J.) Statistics of the world.

Folded 4. New York, 1875.

Sheahan (J. W.) Universal bistorical at-

las, fol. Chicago, 1873.

*Smith ( P.) History of the world, from

the earliest to the present time. An-

cient history. 3 v. 8. London,
1864-65.

"Statesman's year book for 1864-1876. A

statistical, genealogical, and historical

account of the states and sovereigns

of the civilized world. By Frederick

Martin. 13 v. 12D . London, 1804-76.

Toicnsend (G. H.) Manual of dates. 4th

ed. 8. London, 1873.

Tijtle.r (A. F.} Universal history, from

the creation to the 18th century. 3d

ed. 6 v. 18. London, 1^3'J.

Walker (F. A.) Statistical atlas of the

United States. Based on the results

of the 9th census, 1870. fol. [New
York], 1874.

Weber (6f.) Outlines of universal history,

from the creation of the world to the

present time. With a history of the

United States, by F. Bowen. 8. Bos-

ton, 1853.

Woodward (B. B.) and Gates ( W. L. R.)

Encyclopaedia of chronology. 8.

London, 1872.

Language
Engtlmann (W.) Bibliothek der neneren

spracheu; verzeichnissder in Deutscli-

land besonders vom.jahre 1800 erschie-

ueuen grammatiken, worterbiicher,

etc. der lebendeu enropaischcn

sprachen. 8. Leipzig, 1842.

The same. Supplement. 1841-1849.

8C . Leipzig, 1850.

The same. 2te3
supplement. 1849-

1868. 8. Leipzig, 18(i9.

Voter (/. S.) Littoratur der grammati-

ken, lexika nnd worteraunmlangen
.illtT sprachen der enle. 2C ausgabe
von B. Jiilg. 8C . Berlin, 1847.

Arabic.

Calafago (J.) English and arable dic-

tionary. 12. London, 1858.

*Laf ( K. W.) Arabic-english lexicon.

-
. London, 1875.

Language.
llii-lurdi-on (/.) Dictionary, persian

arabic, and english. Improved by (.'

Wilkins. New ed. by F..Johnson. 4

London, 1829.

Bengalee.

Mendies(J.) Abridgement of Johnson's

dictionary, english and bengali, ben

gnli and english. 2d ed. '2 \ .
-

Calcutta, K>1.

Rdin Komnl Sen. Dictionary, englisl

and bengalee. Translated from Todd'i

Johnson. 4. Serampon-. 1-:!1.

Chinese.

* WU1lams
(.<?. W.) A syllabic dictionary

of the Chinese language. 4. Shang-

hai, 1874.

Danish.

Kaif (C. F.) Dansk og engelsk haand-

lexicon. 12C . Kjobenhavn, i

* Xetc pocket dictionary of the english

and danish languages. 16. Leipzig,

[18-].

Dutch.

* Picard (ff.) New pocket dictionary 01

the english and dutch languages. 3d

ed. 16. Gouda, [1862].

Sewel ( W.) Dictionary, english and

dutch; woordenboek der engelsche

en nederdnytsche taalen. De vyfde

druk. 2v.ini. 4. Amsterdam. 17."4.

English.

Bartlelt (J. R.) Dictionary of amcrican-

isms. 2d ed. 8. Boston, 1 >.-.:>.

Bosworth (J.) Anglo-saxon dictionary.

8. London, 1849.

Crabb (G.) English synonymes, with il

lustrations from the best authors. 8

London, 1869.

Craig (J.) The universal english diction

ary. 2 v. 6C . London. [1864].

Craik (G. L.) Compendious history of

the euglish language, from the norj
man conquest. 2 v. 8. New York

t

1863.

De Verc (M. Schele). Americanisms ; the

English of the new world. 12 .

York. 1-72.

Hallhccll (J. O.) Dictionary of archaic

and provincial words, from the

century. 6th ed. 2 v. 8. London

1868.
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Language.
'

J.titliani (R.G.) Dictionary of the eng-
lish language. Founded on that of

Samuel Johnson as edited by H. J.

Todd. 4 v. 4. London, 1871.

*Martih(Cr. P.) Lectures on the engl'sh

language. 8. New York, 1860.
*

Origin arid history of the english

language, and of the early literature it

embodies. 8. New York, 1-
"

J.'irlinrtlwn (C.) New dictionary of the

(rnglisli language. [With illustra-

tions, chronologically arranged, of the

history and signification of words]. '2

v. 4'. London, 1839.

L'nifi-l (I'. M.) Thesaurus of english

words and phrases, classified and ar-

ranged so as to facilitate expression.
8. Boston, 1*7:1.

'Smile (II.) Dictionary of english syno-

nymes. 12. Boston, 1871.

Slratinann (F. C.) Dictionary of tin-

old rnglisli language. 2d ed. 4.
<'reteld, 1-7::.

ll'ilmhr (X.) An americau dictionary
of the english language. Thoroughly
revised, enlarged, and improved by
C. A. Goodricli and N. Porter. 4.

Springfield, (Mass.) 1875.

Jl'iih/imiMl (If.) Dictionary of english

etymology. 3 v. 8. London, 1867.

n'on-ixtiT (J. E.) Dictionary of the

nglish language. 4 . I.oMon, l-7.">.

tl'i-iijhl (T.) Dictionary of obsolete and

provincial engli.sh. 2 V. 12. Lon-

don, l-:,7.

French.

r,//, (/.. .V.) Dictionnairo na-

tional, on tlictioimaiie nniversel de
la lanuiie tYaiicaise. vJ v. I . Paris.

L ' liiciitmary of the

engli-li and trench languages. 2 v.

London, I

/ >'" / '. ) Pietioiniaire ,),. | ;l laiignc

liai.r.M-e. 4 V. 4' . PliriH, ].-.

\l,,i,l,ni* i/'. I'.) \i-\\ linirli and elig-

li-h pronouncing dictionary, on the

ba-i- t \n-cni'>. (

f

,.i i-fcii-il I iy !'..!

11. Koestl.-r. 16. New VoiU. 1

! i inn! Sunn n,-. French nml

cnnli-li pronouncing dn-tiiinai \ I

ii.-.l l..\ <i. P. l/uark.-nbos. ." . NYu
^

Language.
Gaelic.

Madeod (N.) and Deicar (D.) Diction-

ary of the gaelic language. 8. Lon-

don, 1845.
German.

*AAler(G.J.) Dictionary of the german
language. 4th ed. cc . New York,
i-:,:;.

* Grieb (C. F.) Dictionary of the .german
and englisb, and english and german

languages. 2 v. 8. London, 1847.

Tuftl (J. F. L. and L. B.) New and

complete- english-german and g-r-

man-english pocket dictionary, ir. .

Philadelphia, 1870.
*

II illiams (F.) New pocket dictionary
of the english and geruiau languages.
18. London, 1872.

Greek.

Giles (J. J.) Lexicon of the greek lan-

guage. 2d ed. 8. London, l-li i.

Groves (J.) Greek and english diction-

ary. 8. Philadelphia, 1855.

*Liilddl (H. G.)and Scott (/'.) Greek-

english lexicon, based on the german
work of Passow, with additions. 6th

ed. 8. Oxford, 1869.

Hebrew.

Fllret (./.) Hebrew and chaldee lexicon

to the old testament. Translated by
S. Davidson-. 4. Leipzig, l-i;;>-(;7.

Getenius (F. Lf. W. ) Hebrew grammar,
enlarged by E. Rodiger. Translated

by B. Davies. Re-edited by B. l>.i\i<l-

Bon, with a hebrew reading book. I .

London, 1-.Y_>.

Grten ( IV. II.) Grammar of the hebn-w

language. 12. New York, 1- I.

Ilimltittani.

I''rl>t'* (1>.) Dictionary, hiiiduslani and

english, and english and hinduMani.

8. London, I

(N.) Grammar of the hungaiiaii

language, with ajijinipriatc I-XI-M-IM -.

a copious \ ocalmlai \ , and specimens
if hiiiigaiian pi etiy. 1'J . l.i.dn,

1

-
-.'.

MA
-i;,,il,i ,

/:. Iris||.,.nj;lii.h dieti.'

fintaining np\\anl> ol -.".<HK> \v unlit

noi in :my furim-r iii-li lexn mi : wiih

a ctimpeiidioii.s in>li giauiinar. N

t,l. bc . Dublin, 1-J1.
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Language.
Italian.

*
Baretti (G.) Dictionary of the eng-
lish and italian languages, with :i

grammar. 9tli ed. by C. Thomsou.
2 v. 8. London, 1839.

Daren port (-/.) N(3\v dictionary of the

italian language, based on that of Ba-

retti. 2 v. 8. London, 1854.

Meadows (F. C.) New italian and eng-
lish dictionary. 16. London, 1^35.

* Roberts (J. P.) Dizionario italiano-

inglese e inglese-italiauo. 8. Lon-

dra, 1873.

Japanese.

Hepburn (J. C.) Japanese-euglish and

unglish-japaue.se dictionary, abridged

by the author, sq. 16. New York,

1873.

Shibata (If.) and Koyas (T.) English
and Japanese dictionary. 4. Yoko-

hama, [1873].
Latin.

Andrews (E. A.) Latin-english lexicon,

founded on the larin-gsriuan lexicon

of W. Frennd. 8. New York, 1862.

Athon(C.) Latin-english and euglish-

latin dictionary for schools. [Trans-
lated from the german of W. Frennd,

by J. E. Riddle, and abridged]. 12.

New York, 1852.

Facciolati (J.) and Forccllini (E.) Totins

latinitatis lexicon, cura et cousilio J.

Facciolati. Auglicam iuterpretatio-

iiem italicse substituit J. Bailey. 2v.
j

4. Londini, 1828.
* Smith ( IT.) Latin-english dictionary, ;

based on the works of Forcelliui and :

Freuud. 8. London, 1862.
* and Hall (T. D.) Copious and crit- ,'

ical englisli-latin dictionary. 8.
|

New York, 1871.
* White (J. T.) and Riddle (J. E.) Latin-

english dictionary. [Translated and

augmented from the german-latin of

W. Freund]. 3d ed. 2 v. 8. Lon-

don, 1869.
Polish.

Complete dictionary, english and polish,

and polish and english. [anon.] Com-

piled from the polish dictionaries of

Linde and Mrongovius. 2 v. 8. Ber-

lin, 1849-51.
Rtisrian.

New pocket dictionary of the english

and russian,and russian and english

languages, [awon.] 24. Leipzig,

[1850]?

Language.
Parenoga ( M.) and Grammatin ( .V. ) >,"c

dictionary, english and russian. 1

in 2. 4. Moskwa, 1808-17.

Sanskrit.

Benfey ( T.) Sanskrit-english dictionary.
8. London, 1866.

*
Miiller (M.) Sanskrit grammar. 2d ed.

8. London, l-7i i.

* William* (M.) Sanskrit english diction-

ary. 4. London, 1^7-2.

Wilson (H. H.) Introduction to the

grammar of the Sanscrit langimge.
2d ed. 8. London, 1847.

Spinish.

Ehces (A.) Dictionary of the Spanish!
and english and english and Spanish j

languages. 12. London, H.~>1.

Meadows (F. C.) Spanish and english
j

dictionary. New ed. 18. London,!
1-7::.

Xfunifin (H.) and Baretti (G.) Diction-
j

ary of the Spanish and english Ian- 1

guages. Xcw ed. by M. Seoane. 2v. I

8. London, 1874.
* The same. Pronouncing dictionary f

of the Spanish and english langu >

on the basis of Seoane's edition <>f

Neuman and Baretti. By Mariano

Velazquez de la Cadeua. -
. > ,\

York, 1852.

Swedish.

Xfic pocket-dictionary of the english

and Swedish languages. [a/jo.] L'4C . I

Leipzig, [18 ].

Turkish.

Redhouse (J. W.) Turkish and english

dictionary. 8. London, 1861.

Sauertvein (G.) Pocket dictionary of the

english and turkish languages. VJ .

London, 1855.

Welsh.

Richards (T.) Antiqiue lingu;e brinn-

nica3 thesaurus; or, a welsh-eng

dictionary. With a welsh granui:ar.

4th ed. 8. Merthyr Tydvil, 1*!9.
\

S2)nrrell( W.) English-welsh and we <\\-

english dictionary. 12. London, t~72.

Law.

Austin (J.) Province of jurisprudent
determined

; or, the philosophy of

positive law; and Lectures on juris-

prudence; being the sequel. 3 v.

London, 1861-63.
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Law.
"Astone (Sir W.) Commentaries on

tin: laws of England. With notes

selected from the editions ofArchbold,

Christian, Coleridge, Chitty, arid oth-

ers, and notes, and a life of the author,

by G. Sharewood. 2 v. 8. Philadel-

phia, I860.

Hiiin-irr (.A.) Law dictionary, adapted
to tin- eon*titutiou and laws of the

I'u i ted States of America, and the

several states of the American onion
;

with references to the civil and other

systems of foreign law. 12th ed.

-.' v. 8. Philadelphia, 1868.

''nut A. <;.) Catalogue raisonne* des

livn-s do droit. Revu et augment*-

par M. ]>Upill.

[In hit ProfoMion d'avocat, 8. Paris, 1839,

v.-.-J.

l-:ijflmnnn ( If.) Bibliotheca jnridica;
vi i/.-ichnias der in Dentschland
< !-( liii-iii-nen werke ilber alle tbeile

der rechtswissenschaft, 1750-1848.

2 anil. ',' v. 8. Leipzig, 1840-49.

lli-r<>ii ( l>. c. i Introduction to the history

of.juris], nidi-nee. 8. London, 1860.

Commentaries on american

I'-'th -.!. Edited by O. W.
Holmes, jr. 4 v. 8. Boston, 1873.

ifniiii II. ,v A nciont law; its connec-

tion with the early history of society
and its relation to modern ideas. 8.
London, 1

I.i-^al bibliography; or

:.i-am us of am. -i Iran, en^lish. irish,

t.'h law 1 ..... ks. -
. Philadel-

phia. i-7.

1 / <"
I .'esprit

-
. I';.:

I il>- Hpllit of hlWH.

1 : Ml l.ited I.s I. Nll-r lit. -J v. 8-
-74.

"I'tlieeii^lKh lau,
IIMII, the It.iln.-in* to the end of the

v. 8.
>n, 1460.

4 ..Ineafion |.,r

tllO iMijjli-di l.ar ; with Niil.je,

invthodHof Htn :. - London. 1960.

iw Klwwir.v uf the latin.

, nortnan. n th.-r Ian-

-tth ed. enlarK''d.
-

I .-,
1

Law.
Thorin (E.) Repertoire bibliograpbiqne
des onvragcs de droit, de legislation,

et de jurisprudence, publics sp<Sciale-

iiu-iit en France depais 1769 jusqu'a
1865. 8. Paris, 1866.

illher (O. A.) Hand-lexicon der

jurist ischen literatardes 19"D
jahrhun-

derts. 8. Weimar, 1854.

Warren (S.) Popnlar and practical in-

troduction to law studies. Edited by
W. M. Scott. 8. Albany, 1872.

It'harton (J. J. S.) Law lexicon, or dic-

tionary of jurisprudence; explaining
all technical words and phrases in

english law, etc. 5th ed. Kdited by
J. 8. Will. 8. London, 1872.

Wuitly (G. Jr.) Handbuch der gesamm-
ten neneren jurist, und staatswissen-

schaftlichen literatur. 1849-1867. 8.
Leipzig, 1867.

Law of ffatiotit.

Halleck (II. JP.) International law; or

rules regelating the intercourse of

states in peace and war. 8. New
York. l.iGl.

Phillimore (H.) Commentaries upon in-

ternational law. 2d ed. 4 v. 8. Lon-

don, 1870-74.

Wheaton (11.) History of the law of

nations in Europe and America. 8.
New York, 1845.

* Elements of international law. 8th
ed. Edited, with notes, by R. H.

Dana, jr. "8. Boston, 1886.

Literature. See Bibliography and Lit-

erature.

Mathematics.
Darim (T.) I.o^ii- and utility of niath-

oniaties, with the best methods of in-

tCtfon explainrd and illustrated.

8. New r*fk, K)0.

Mathematical dictionary and oyclo-

p'.ii.i of iii;ithenintical science. 8.

'
I. Hildiotbecamathomatica.

Halle. 1.-72.

!'"<>', -..1.1>. Cetieral \ iow of the prog-
row of mathematical I .775-

don.1860.
'

riunnlr*. fih r.J. r. I).

/ l'roknMof matbomatirnl
Hd pi , lui-lly di:

the 1-th r.t.iiiry.
-

. Kduil.nrjjh.
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Mathematics.
Murhard (/'. W. A.) Bibliotheca mathe-

matica
; oder,

" Litteratar der mathe-

niatiscben wissenschafteu." 2 v. 8.

Leipzig, 1797.

Plat/fair (J.) General view of tbe pro-

gress of mathematical science, since

tbe revival of letters in Europe. Lon-

don, 1860.

[ENCYCLOPAEDIA britannica, 8th ed. v. 1].

Hogg (J.) Bibliotbeca mathematica,

ad annum 1830. 8. Tubingen, 1830.

Sohncke (L. A.) Bibliotbeca mathema-

tica.
.
1830-1854. 8. Leipzig, 1854.

Medicine.

Aitkin ( JF.) Science and practice of

medicine. From tbe 6th London ed.

with additions, by M. Clyrner. 2 v.

8. Philadelphia, 1872.

CaUisen (A. C. P.) Medicinischesschrift-

steller-lexicon. 33 v. 12. Copen-

hagen & Altona, 1830-45.

Copland (J.) Dictionary of practical

medicine. 4 v. 8. London, 1858.

Cyclopaedia of practical medicine. Edit-

ed by J. Forbes, A. Tweedie, and J. ;

Conolly. 4 v. 8C . London, 1833-35.

Dictionnaire de me"decine. 2e e"d. 30 v.

8. Paris, 1832-45.

Dunglison (R.) History of medicine to

the 19th century. 8. Philadelphia,

1872.
* Medical lexicon. Enlarged by R. J.

DungKson. 8. Philadelphia, 1874.

Engelmann ( W.) Bibliotheca medico-

chirurgica et anatomico-physiologica.
1750-1847. 6e aufl. 8. Leipzig, 1848.

The same. Supplement. 1848-1867.

8. Leipzig, 1868.

*
Pauly (A.) Bibliographic des sciences

nie"dicales. 8. Paris, 1874.

Ploucquet ( W. G.) Literatura medica

digesta. 4 v. 4
;
& supplement,

4. Tubingae, 1808-14.

* Rtnouard (P. T.) History of medicine

from its origin, to the 19th century.
From the french, by C. G. Comegys.
8. Cincinnati, 1856.

* United States. Catalogue of the library

of the surgeon-general's office. Au-
thors. 2v. 8. Washington, 1873-74.

The same. v. 3. Supplement. 8.

Washington, 1874.

Military Science.

Burn (R.) Naval and military diction

ary of the french language, with ex

planations of tbe various terms. 5tl

ed. 12. London, 1870.

*Cullum (G. W.) Biographical registe
of officers and graduates of the mili

tary academy at West Point. 2 v
8. New York, 1868.

Gardner (C. K.) Dictionary of all offi

cers in the United States army, 1

!-:::. 12. New York, 1 -::;.

Hamley (K. B.) Operations of war ex-

plained and illustrated. 4. Edin-

burgh, 1866.

James (C.) Universal military diction-

ary, english and french. 4th ed. -?

London, 1816.

Jomini (H. de). Precis de 1'art de la guer-

re. Nouv. e\l. 2v. 8. Pari*. 1 -">
* The same. The art of war. From
the freuch, by G. H. Mendell, and W.

P.Craighill. 12-.' Philadelphia. 1-iW

Traite" des grandes operations mili-

taires. 4e ed. 3 v. 8
; planches,

fol. Paris, Idol.

The same. Treatise on grand mili-

tary operations. 2 v. 8. New York.

1865.
'

La Barre-Duparcq (N. . de). Ele-

ments of military art and science.

Translated by G. W. Cullum. 8.

New York, 1863.

*Lendy (A. F.) Principles of the art of

war; an elementary treatise on Li^hei

tactics and strategy. 2ded. 8. Lon-

don, 1862.

Lippitt (F. J.) Treatise on the tactical

use of the three arms infantry, artil-

lery, and cavalry. 12. New York,

1865.

Macdoitgall (P. L.) Theory of the art ol

war, illustrated by numerous exam-

ples. 3ded. 12. London, 1-

Marmont (A. L. F. Yiesse de, due dt

Raguse). De 1'esprit des institutions

militaires. 8. Paris, 1845.

The same. Spirit of military iustitu

tions
;
or essential principles of the art

of war. With notes by H. Copp6< .

12. Philadelphia, 1862.

Pelzholdt (J.) tlbersicht der gesamn
ten inilitairbibliographie. 8-. Drea

den, 1857.
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Military Science.

Robinson (F.) Organization of the army
of the United States. With biogra-

phies of officers. 2 v. 12. Phila-

delphia, 1848.

'>n(ILL.) Military dictionary. 8.
New York, 1861.

*Wraxall (Sir F. C. L.) Armies of the

great powers. 12-. London, 1859.

Music.

Burney (C.) General history of music.

4 v. 4. London, 1 !

*F(ftis (F. J.) Biographic universelle des

inusicuMiH. 2 e"d. 8 v. 8. 1'aris,

1860-1 ;r>.

Haickin* (Sir J.) General history of the

science and practice of mimic. 5 v.

4. London, 177(1.

Ilmjarth (G.) Musical history, biogra-

phy, and criticism. 16. London,

Jliillah (J.) History of modern music.

16. London, l-i I-*.

^-wetter (R. G.) History of the mod-

ern iim^ic- of western Europe. 8.

London, 1848.

/. /r.) Complete encyclopiedia
of music. 8. Boston, 1854.

ik<i Hitches couversations-lexikon
;
en-

cyclopiidie der gesammten musikal.

\visseuHchaften, von H. Mendel, v.

1-5. 8J . Berlin, 1870-75.

Schliiter (./.) General history of music.

8. London, 1865.

Mythology.
bullion (C.) Classical dictionary. 8.
New York, 1-

/.'; toer ( K. C.) Dictionary of phrase and
f.il.l.-. ,M -.!. 1-j . London, 1871.

/;//; i, /M/: The age of chivalry. 12.

- Tli.- a-r of i-iMo. 12. Boston, 1855.

ihriyht (M..t.) Grecian and roman

mythology. l-J. New York, 1 -:-:..

Mnn,t>i < I. ft) Manual of mythology.
j.i ad i.' . London, i

'/ <

PP.) l>i-tionary of greek an.!

roman l.ionraphy and my I Imlogy. 3

v. -
. Londiin, IH70.

- Classical ilirtionftry. 8. Lon.l.ui.

/Vi. >/. i/.
1

.
i Nortlirrn mythology: pop-

ular traditions ami >.iiprr-.t itions of

S. an.lin.-n ia, North Ucrinany, and
NYthrrlaiuU 8r, I'.'. London. I-K..

Mythology.
* Wheeler (W.A.) Dictionary of the noted

names of fiction. 14. Boston, 1865.
*
White ( C. A. ) The student's mythology.
12. New York, 1870.

Natural History and Zoology.

Agaxtsiz (L. J. R.) Bibliotheca zoologiie,

etc. A general catalogue of all books,

tracts, and memoirs on zoology, geol-

ogy, etc. Enlarged by Strickland and
Jardine. 4 v. 8. London, 1848-54.

Baird ( W.) Cyclopaedia of natural his-

tory. 8. Glasgow, 1858.

Banks (Sir J.) Catalogus bibliotheco)

historico- natural is Josephi Banks,

eqnitis, auctore Jona Dryander. 5 v.

8. Londini, 1793-1800.

Bosgoed (D. M.) Bibliotheca ichthyolo-

gica et piscatoria. 8. Haarlem, 1874.

.Dtcfionnairedessciencesnaturelles. [Ed.

by F. Cuvier]. 71 v. 8. Strasbourg,
1816-45.

*Engelmann ( W.) Bibliotheca historico-

naturalis; verzeichniss der biicher

fiber naturgesohichte, 1700-1846. v. 1.

Anatomic und physiologic, zoologie,

paheontologio. 8. Leipzig, 1846.

*, andCaruf(J. T.) The same. Supple-
mentband. liibliothecazoologica; ver-

zeichniss der schriften iiber zoologie,

welche in den periodischen werken

enthalten vom jahre 1846-1860, selb-

stiindig erschieuen sind. 1 v. in 2. 8.

Leipzig, 1861.
*
English cyclopaedia. Conducted by C.

Knight. Natural history. 4 v. 8.

London, 1854-56.

The same. Supplement. 8. London,
1870.

Ifuyrn i //. /.) Bibliotbeoa entomolo-

gica,biHlr-f,J. -Jv. 8. Leipzig, 1-

* Maunder (S.) Treasury of natural his-

tory, r.tii <!. 12. London, 1869.

l\'<MHl (J. G.) Illnstiat.'.l natural his-

tory. ;i v. 8. London, 1870.

<'<. afno, Science.

Naval Science.

H'KCilUch (.V.) Amori.-an j.ra.-tii-al na\ i-

tor. Conliniu-.l l>y .1. I. |!..\v.lit. li.

Xavu*: tlifir pn-^.-nt ||

and future cupal.ilitu-. 1'J '. Lon-

dnn. 1-:.'.'.

,, ./. / 1 1.. i..ry nf tho nary of

tin Tni ted States. Continued to 186D.

:i v. in i. 8, Now York, 1989.
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Naval Science.

*Dana (R. H. jr.) Seaman's friend; a

treatise on practical seamanship. 8th

ed. l^. Boston, 1856.

E'nmona (G. F.) Navy of the Uuited

States, 1775-1333
;
with a history of

each vessel's service and fate. 4.

Washington, 1833.

Falconer ( fF.) Dictionary of the marine.

Modernized and improved, by W.

Barney. 4. London, 1815.

Jal (A.) Glossaire nautique. Re"per-

toire polyglotte des termes de marine.

4 J
. Paris, 1848.

*Luce (S. B.) Seamanship ; compiled
from various authorities, for the use

of the Uuited States naval academy.
3ded. 8. New York, 1863.

Paget (J. C.) Naval powers and their

policy ;
with tabular statements of

british and foreign iron-clad navies.

8. London, 1876.

Periodical Literature.
* Andrews (A.) History of british journal-

ism, to 1855. 2 v. 12. London, 1859.

Cucheval-Clarigny (X.) Histoire de la

presse en Angleterre et aux fitats-

Unis. 12. Paris, 1857.

Grant (J.) The newspaper press; its or-

igin*, progress, and present position.

2 v. 8. London, 1871.

*Hatin (E.) Bibliographic historique et

critique de la presse periodique fran-

caise. 8. Paris, 1866.
*Hudson (F.) Journalism in the United

States from 1690 to 1872. 8. New
York, 1873.

Hunt (F. K.) The fourth estate : contri-

butions towards a history of news-

papers. 2 v. 12. London, 1850.

Mitchell 4' Co. (C.) Newspaper press di-

rectory for the united kingdom. 6.

London, 1875.
* Foole ( William F.) Index to periodical

literature. [2d ed. to 1851]. 8. New
York, 1853.

"Eowell (G. P.) American newspaper
directory, containing lists of all the

newspapers and periodicals published
in the United States and Canada. 8,
New York, 1875.

Smithsonian institution, ( Washington, D.

C.) Catalogue of publications of socie-

ties in the library of the Smithsonian

institution. 8. Washington, 1866.

Periodical Literature.

:ier (K.) Periodical literature of the

United States. 8. New York, IT?:;.

Poatry.
*
Alliiigham(W.) The ballad book: a

selection of the choicest british bal-

lads. 16=. Cambridge, 1- I."..

*Chalmers (A.) Works of the euglish

poets from Chaucer to Cowper. 21 v.

8. London, 1810.

Child (F. J.) English and Scottish bal-

lads, selected and edited. 8 v. 16.

Boston, 1857.

Coggeshall ( /F. T.) Poets and poetry of

the west. 83 . Columbus, (0.
* Dana (C. A.) Household book of poe-

try, llthed. 8. New York. 1-7.'..

Emerson (E. W.) Parnassus. 12. Bos-

ton, 1875.

Griswold (R. IF.) Female poets of

America. With additions by II. 11.

Stoddard. 8. New York, 1-7 J.

Poets and poetry of America, to the

middle of the 19th century. With ad-

ditions by R. H. Stoddard. 8. New-

York, 1873.

Poets and poetry of England in the

19th century. With additions by K.

H. Stoddard. 8. New York, 1-7:..

Hale (S. J.) Complete dictionary of

poetical quotations. 8. Philadel-

phia, 1876.

*
Library of poetry and song. With in-

troduction by W. C. Bryant. 8.
New York, 1871.

'

Palgrave (F. T.) Golden treasury ol
'

the

best poems in the english language.
16. Boston, 1863.

Warton (T.) History of english poetry.

1100-1700. New ed. improved, by
Richard Taylor. 3 v. ti. London,

1840.
*
Whittier (J. G.) Songs of three centu-

ries. 12J . Boston, 1876.

Political Economy and Finance.

Annuaire de 1'economie politique et

statistiqtie, 1346-1875. Publi6 par M.

Block. 19 v. 183 . Paris, 1346-76.

*Blanqui (A.J.) Histoire de 1'dconomie

politique en Europe ;
suivie d'ane

bibliographic. 4e 6d. 2 v. 12. Paris,

1360.

*
Carey (H.C.) Principles of social sci-

ence. [Political economy]. 8-. Phil-

adelphia, 1858-60.
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Political Economy and Finance.

*Coquelin (C.) and Guillaumin (U. G.)

Dictionuaire de I'dconomie politique.

3eU 2v. 8. Paris, 1864.

*Jevons ( W. S.) Money and the mechan-

ism of exchange. 12. London and

New York, 1875.

'Mcfitlloch(J. R.) Literature of political |

economy ;
a classified catalogue, with

historical notices, etc. 8. London,

1845.

MacLeod (ff.D.) Dictionary of politi-

cal economy; biographical, biblio-

graphical, historical, and practical.

v.l. [A-C]. 8. London, 1863.

i
Vo more published).

*MHl(J. 6'.) Principles of political econ-

omy, with some of their applications

to social philosophy. 7th ed. 2 v. 8.

London, 1871.

The same. People's ed. 12. London,
1865.

"Perry (A. L.) Elements of political

economy. 5th ed. 12. New York,
1-71.

Smith (Adam). Inquiry into the nature

and causes of the wealth of nations.

Ed. by J. E. T. Rogers. 2 v. 8.
London, l-7ii.

Sitmner (H\ G.) History of american

currency. 12. New York, 1874.

n'nlker (A.) The science of wealth : a

manual <>t' political economy, embrac-

ing the, laws of trade, currency, and

nuance, dtli ed. 8. Boston, 1871.

Politics. >W Government.

Quotations and Proverb*.

Allilxnii' i >'. I.) Poetical quotations.

8. Philadelphia, I

Prote quotation*.
-

. Philadelphia,

1876.

/;.(/'/. Hi ./. /,'. i Familiar quotations.
Till rd. I'J . Hilton. 1-7.-,.

Handbook of proverbs.
1-.' . I.'. ml. .11. 1

- Polyglot of foreign proverbs. 1.' .

London 1

;. -it-lit and mod-

ern. New rd. li! . London. I

Dodd (If. /'.) Tim epigrammatists: a

election from rpigrammai ie litera-

ture of am- irnt. media- \ a I ami

time*. 1-2 . l.o. i.l. .n. 1-7".

/'/

mioloLcii|iir.
-

. r.ui-. 1- 17.

Quotations and Proverbs.

Frinwell (J. H.) Familiar words; or

quotation hamlb ook. 3d ed. 16

London, 1874.

Grocott (T. C.) Index to familiar quota-

tions. New ed. 16. Liverpool, 1871.

Hazlitt (W. C.) English proverbs and

proverbial phrases. 8. London, 1869.

Henderson (A.) Latin proverbs and

quotations. 8J . London, 1869.
*
Kelly ( W. K.) Proverbs of all nations

compared, examined, and illustrated.

3d. ed. 16. London, 1870.

''Laconics : or the best words of the best

authors. 3 v. 18. London, 1829.

*Riley (II. T.) Dictionary of latin quo-
tations. 12. London, 1870.

Wander (A'. F. W.) Djutsches sprich-

worter-lexikon. 4 v. 4 . Leipzig,
1867-75.

Science.
*Annual of scientific discovery ; or, year-
book of facts in science and art, for

1849-1871. By D. A. Wells, and oth-

ers. 21 v. 123 . Boston, 1850-71.

Annual record of science and industry

for 1871 to 1875. Edited by S. F. Haird,

[etc.] 5 v. 12. New York, 1872-70.

Candolk (A. L. P. P. De). Histoire des

sciences et des savants depuis deux

siocles. 8. Geneve, 1873.

Crabb (G.) Technical dictionary; ex-

planation of words used in arts and

sciences. 12. London, 1851.

Engelmann ( W.) Bibliotheca mechanico-

technologica, bis 1843, in Djutschland.

2e aufl. 8. Leipzig, 1-' II.

Humboldt (/'. If. A. von). Aspects of na-

ture in different lands. Translated

by mrs. Sabiue. 2 v. in 1. 16. Lon-

don, l-.Vi.

* Cosmos. Translated under the super -

intemlouce of K. Sabinr. -tli e.l. :>v.

12^. London, K.i 1-58.

.YiV/iol (/. /'.) Cyclopa-dia of th<> physi-

cal sciences. 8. London. 1838.

lull ( /'. .1.) Dieti.mary of scientific

t.-rm-i. I'J . Lomlon, H69.

1','i'K mlor/ (J. C.) Hiographiseh-lite-

rarisrhrs haml\v.">rterl>iirli /ur ge-
.u-llle il.-r exartell wiss-n>ehaf(en.

8. L.-ip/ig. 1-:.-

/. /' K'.-|.eitoiinm eommputa-

tioimm a socirtatilms littorariis e<li-

tarnm. [To l-tu], \<\ I (Jot-

tinga.-. 1-'
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Science.

*Bodwell (G.F.) Dictionary of science
;

embracing astronomy, chemistry, dy-

namics, electricity, heat, hydrodynam-
ics, hydrostatics, light, magnetism,

mechanics, meteorology, pneumatics,

sound, and statics. 8. Philadelphia,

1873.

*
Royal society of London. Catalogue of

scientific papers. [Index to the au-

thors, titles, and dates of scientific

papers in the transactions of societies

and in periodicals, from 1600 to 1863].

6 v. 4. London, 1867-72.

Schoedler (F.) and Medlock (H.) Treas-

ury of science, natural and physical.

12. London, 1874.

Tolhausen (M. A.) Technological dic-

tionary in french, euglish and german.
8. London, 1873.

Ure (A.) Dictionary of arts, manufac-

tures and mines. 7th ed. by K. Hunt
and F. W. Rudler. 3 v. 8C . Lon-

don, 1875.

Year-book of facts in science and art.

1839-1875. 37 v. 16. London, 1839-76.

See, also, Natural History.

Theology.

Abbot (E.) Literature of the doctrine

of a future life. 8. Philadelphia,
1864.

[ Appendix to A.I.GER (W. R.) Critical history
of the doctrine of a future life].

*Abbott (L.) and Conant (T.J.) Diction-

ary of religious knowledge. 8. New
York, 1875.

Bible (The) of every laud. A history of

the sacred scriptures in every lan-

guage and dialect into which transla-

tions have been made, illustrated by
specimen portions in native charac-

ters. 4. London, [I860].
CMon (ff.) Editions of the bible, and

parts thereof, in English, 1505-1850.

2d ed. 8 3
. Oxford, 1852.

*Cruden (A.) Complete concordance to

the holy scriptures. 8. New York,
1849.

Theology.

"Darling (./.) Cyclopaedia bibliograph
ica : a manual of theological litera-

ture, etc. 2 v. 8. London, 1854.

The same. Holy scriptures. 8. Lon

don, 1859.

Horne (T.H.) Manual of biblical bibli

ography ;
a catalogue of editions am.

versions of the holy scriptures. 8

London, 1839.

Introduction to the critical study and

knowledge of the holy scriptures

llthed. 4v. 8. London, 1863.

Kitto (J.) Cyclopaedia of biblical litera-

ture. 3d ed. 3 v. 8. London, 1869

* M'Clintock (J.) and Strong (J.) Cyclo-

paedia of biblical, theological, and ec-

clesiastical literature, v. 1-6. [A-N]
8. New York, 1867-75.

*Malcom(H.) Theological index. Ref

erences to the principal works in

every department of religions litera-

ture. Embracing nearly 70,000 cita-

tions alphabetically arranged under

two thousand heads. 2ded. 8. Phil

adelphia, 1870.

ffCallaghan (E. B.) List of editions of

the holy scriptures, and of parti-

thereof, printed in America previous
to 1860. 4. Albany, 1860.

Perennea(F.) and Brunei (G.) Diction

naire de bibliographic catholi<|ue(

Snivi d'un dictionnaire de bibliologie.

5 v. 8. Paris, 1858-60.

Smith ( W.) Dictionary of the bibli

3 v. 8. London, 1860-63,
* The same. Revised and edited by H

B. Hackett and Ezra Abbot. 4 ?.

8. New York, 1868-70.

Zuchold (E. A.) Bibliotheca theologies,

Verzeichniss der anf dem gebiet<' il:

evangelischen theologie wiihrend der

jahre 1830-1862 in Deutschland erschie

nenenschriften. 2v. 8. Gottiuge
18G4.

Voyages and Travels. See Geograph

Zoology. See Natural History.



CHAPTER XXXIII.

LIBRARY MEMORANDA.

BY .11 -i i\ vraroon,
Superintendent Boiton Public Library.

KrilKMKKA HlNDIXCi REKKREXCE HOOKS LIBRARY STATISTICS.

EPHEMERA.

The librarian of a great library largely escapes that choosing between

necessarily imposed on those in charge of smaller collections. The

larger the available inconiQ for the purchase of books, the less distracted

he is in making choice of them. Everything will come in use sooner

or later in a large collection, as everybody expects to find everything on
tin shelves. No selection can, therefore, be wholly amiss. But the per-

plexity most commonly arising with the lesser libraries is thatof the pres-

ervation and storing of what are usually denominated ephemera. For a

ii hulk the labor which must be bestowed on pamphlets, broadsides,

!>s etc., to render them of any use in a library assorting, catalog-

uing, binding, etc. is vastly greater than for books; and, as labor is

money ,
and as money should be made to go as far possible in a library

?

there is no reason why ordinary libraries should give any of their re-

sources to this end, except so far as the matters to be preserved are

of local interest. These they should care for by all means, as the com-

munity \\hich they serve, presently and prospect ively, has a right to
< ct of them. A few great libraries in the country, the chief one

in each principal geographical section, should do this work, ami they
should open ;in exchange account with each other, say, in our country,
thrP.oston Public Library for New Kngland : the State Library at Albany
perhaps fur the Mi. I. lie States, or the Library ( 'ompany at Philadelphia ;

the Library otTo ,i the whole country, and particularly for those
reinoi.-r ^cii.ins where there is no large library to look out for their

1 1 ion ; the public libraries of Cincinnati or Chicago for the \\ .

and tin- S.ni Fi.im MNC.I .Mercantile tor the Pacific Coast The lesser

collections will do the beM thing for the future historic il investigator
if they will make regular contributions into the larger repository of

all such grist as may come to their mill, so that it can there be cored

lor and rendered a\ailall for use by indexing of one kind or anoti

The cost ,,l' this work is large, and the chief libraries should by all

means j.io\ ide for it. .\ great mistake \\ ould be made if the present
Til
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outlay is compared with tbe present advantage. The experience of th

Old World.libraries shows how material of this sort, which would hav

cost little to accumulate at the time, is now beyond recovery, or is ol)

tained at prices that are appalling ;
and these prices are given becaus

of the real value of this material for history. Ephemera are the best reflex

of the times which saw their first issue, and we cannot read Macaulay, ibi

instance, without seeing the legitimate use which an historian can inak<

of them. It should be remembered that unless the chief libraries maki

it a part of their business to preserve these things, the work is not dom
at all. Societies notoriously neglect the preservation of their annua

reports. The United States Government and its departments are with

out complete files of their important documents. Perhaps not a State

in the Union can show a full collection of its own printed records

Cities and towns are almost always deficient in this way, and what col

lections they have are often at the hazard of a fire in the town clerk's

sitting room. The States should compel by law the sending of every
town document to the State libraries and to one other large library in

their section of the country. Librarians cannot do better than make

occasional collections illustrating important anniversaries in tlu-i
1

neighborhood, preserving for such purpose everything that has passed

through thepress books, pamphlets, newspapers, broadsides, prints, and

also manuscripts, the originals of addresses, poems, etc., photograph?,
music in fact everything which at the next recurring anniversary will

have interest
;
and there is little that a hundred years will not enhance

in value.

BINDING.

In the matter of binding, it cannot be too strongly impressed upon a

librarian's notice that he should acquire something of an expert's

knowledge of the binder's art. There area great many tricks in all trades,

and a binder's has its full share of them. There are mud-board, and

sham leather, and false gold, gluing instead of sewing, and twenty other

devices that can be practiced upon a librarian ignorant of such matter*,

so that his- books will not last and future cost will be incurred. Cheap

binding is often dear binding. Strong sewing, real leather, and solid

board are worth paying for.

By all means let large libraries bind in with their periodicals, as well

as with pamphlets, their original covers. Matter of real importance
is preserved in this way. and the color of the covers forms convenieir

marks on the book's edge for clearly indicating the successive uumbert.

Books issued in parts should have the covers for the parts bound at th--

end, preserving all of them if they vary. Many an important question

has been settled by such covers. It increases the expense somewha
but the large libraries should incur it. It is not worth while for tl

smaller libraries to do it.

In binding pamphlets, bind important ones singly; but the gener il
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mass can be bound in groups, either subjects or authors. Never bind

them in miscellaneous collections.

Foul air and an air heated and vitiated by gas light are very detri-

mental to binding, but genuine morocco stands the best. Calf is hand-

some for a private collection, but uusuited for a public library ;
it

dries and cracks very easily. There is no propriety in a public library

of putting on full binding, except in rare instances nor much tooling

on the barks. If books are found by shelf numbers, the lettering on

the back should be as brief as possible; put the author's name at the

top and the title below it, with a dash between.

The cost of labor and material makes binding in this country at the

present time, very costly, and orders should be given to European agents
to bind all books before shipment. If the time might be spared, books

could, indeed, be sent to Europe for binding at less cost by one-half than

! hey ran be bound for here, and yet pay freight and insurance both

.

If binders can bo found who understand the working of it, half parch-

ment binding gives variety to the shelves, costs less than morocco, is

\ery dm able, and answers every purpose for books not much in n>e.

At all events, see that the binder protects and strengthens the corners

of all the books with a bit of parchment wrapped about the angle be-

neath the paper. For this purpose parchment scraps c'i be bought by
the pound from the principal stationers.

Remember, also, that money is saved by rebinding before the book

gets so far gone that the inner edge of the leaves has become torn or

worn and cannot bo properly sewed over.

It is always I est. for a public library that books which are issued in

loose sheets in covers or portfolios should be bound. .Much risk of loss

of parts is thereby avoided.

REFERENCE BOOKS.

In the matter of re fere nee books, all libraries should be well supplied,

and no hoitancy should be felt in repeating the book in newer editions,

->ued. A>k librarians who have had experience what the selection

is th.it they have found best. 1 An important library should have all

the great ene\ rloprdias ; a library with restricted means is compelled
to Choose. Kvery libran should afford < 'liambn s's, and if it can get
aiintlirr, let it be Appletotfs. The latter, without Chambers's, strength-
ens the references to American subjects; but Chambers's is by DO
means a snperlluity alongside of Appleton's (new edition) largo work.

\Yeb-tefs rnabii.iuid i>the be.M diet ionary, even for \Voi ccsterians, in

orthography since it offers the user his choice in this respect, and is

much superior in all others. (Juides to courses of reading are inadequate,
.since the wants of no t \vo people are alike ; but of helps of tlii* kind an

intelligent reader will avail himself in his o\vr, way : consequently pro

vide them, and also a Niifiieieiiey of maps ami tables of statistics.

I ..i a list of work* of reference for libraries, aeeChpt<-i \\\II. ;;
'-

'

' "}.
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LIBRARY STATISTICS.

There is no branch of library economy more important, or so little

understood by a librarian as helps to himself, as the daily statistics

which he can preserve of the growth, loss, and use (both in extent and

character) of the collection under his care. The librarian who watches

these things closely, and records them, always understands what he is

about, and what he accomplishes or fails to accomplish. The patrons
to whom he presents these statistics will comprehend better the machin-

ery of the library, and be more indulgent toward its defects. The meth-

ods employed in the library, of* course, determine in large measure what
kinds of statistics are desirable and what are possible. Some systems,
like a slip system for recording loans, for instance, will yield results, and

important ones, which it is impossible to get under a ledger system, or if

gotten are attainable only by labor which costs too much. It is all im-

portant that the nature and future of a library should be well understood

at the beginning, and that its system should be devised to yield the

desirable statistical results. If it is not so devised, it is very difficult

to engraft a change upon its radical methods at a subsequent period.
For this reason, however desirable it would be to procure uniformity in

library statistics throughout the country, there is little chance of its ever

being accomplished.



CHAPTER XXXIV.
TITLES OF BOOKS.

BY PROF. OTIS IT. ROBINSON,
Librarian University of Rochester.

N AMINC; HOOKS ENIGMATICAL AND MISLEADING TITLES MISCELLANIES KXII..\\ v-

TOIIV, i ii;scri!K, INCOMPLETE, AND UNSUITABLE TITLES HlNTS TO READERS IM-

I'ltoVKMKM IN TABLES OF CONTENTS AND IN INDEXES A LIBRARY MANUAL.

Tin- subject of tins paper might well be entitled Enigmas; a friend

lias suggested Sphinxiana, which is perhaps better. And yet the com-

parison is not perfect; for the poor librarian has no oracle to assure him

that, should he guess the meaning of the titles now published, the mon-
who propounded them will dash her head against a rock and expire.

No sooner has he studied out one batch than another is issued, with

which in turn he has to struggle without hope of coming to an end.

No net of a man's life requires more practical common sense than the

naming of his book. If he would make a grocer's sign, or an invoice

ot a cellar of goods, or a city directory, he uses no metaphors; his pen
docs not hesitate for the plainest word. He must make himself under-

stood by common men. But if he makes a book the case is different.

It must have the charm of a pleasing title. If there is nothing new

within, tlu back at least must be novel and taking. He tortures his ima-i -

nation for something which will predispose the reader in its favor. Mr.

Parker writes a series of biographical sketches, and calls it Morning
Stars of the New World. Somebody prepares seven religious essa\ s,

binds them up in a book, and calls it Seven Stormy Sundays. Mr. 11. T.

Tiickerman makes a book of essays on various subjects, and calls it The

optimist, and then devotes several pages of preface to an argument,
lexicon in hand, proving that the applicability of* the term optimist is

"obvious." An editor, at intervals of leisure, indulges his true poettc

taste, for the pleasure of his friends, or the entertainment of an occasional

audience. Then his book appears, entitled not Miscellaneous Poems,
luit Asleep in the Sanctum, by A. A. Hopkins. Sometimes not satis

tied with one enigma, another is added. Here we have The (ircat Iron

Wheel; or. 1,'epublicanism Hack wards and Christ iaiiity KVversed, b\ .1.

K. (J raves.

These titles are neither new nor scarce, nor limited to any particular
class of books. Kvery ease, almost every shelf, in even library con-

716
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tains such. They are as old as the art of book making. David';

lamentation over Saul and Jonathan was called The Bow. A sin

word in the poem probably suggested the name. Three of the oration*

of JEschines were styled The Graces, and his letters The Muses.
" Were it inquired of an ingenious writer," says Disraeli,

" what
of his work had occasioned him most perplexity, he would often point tx

the title page." No one will question this. The remote reference of titl e

page to contents must often have been discovered only by the severest

effort. Were the perplexity to stop with the "ingenious writer," the

latter might indulge his fancy in that direction uninvested. But whu

say the reader, the librarian, the cataloguer ?

The books whose titles give special trouble to the reader, and gen

erally to the librarian also, may be classified under several heads.

1. First of all are the miscellanies* These are miscellaneous essay

reports of societies, and all periodicals, whether scientific or literary ;

also biographical sketches, with remains of essays, speeches, correspond-

ence, scientific papers, and the like. Of this class of books good titles

can only be general, from the nature of the case. All that can be askt <1

is that where it is practicable such qualifying words be used as will sug-

gest the general department of learning to which the contents belong.

How much better is Familiar Lectures on Scientific Subjects, by Sir

John F. W. Herschel, than Conferences faites a la gare Saint-Jean a.

Bordeaux, the two books being on almost the same class of subjects.

2. Secondly are those books which are strictly miscellaneous, but

whose authors or publishers were not content to have them so called.

Of these are many to which the name of one essay is given, the others

falling under a general
" and other essays."

De Quiucey's The Avenger is bound up by the publishers with sev-

eral other essays,* including the one on China. The Avenger occu-

pies seventy-four pages, China one hundred and twenty-two, and yet

China is hidden under the title The Avenger, etc. Eoger's Keason and

Faith and Other Miscellanies is a volume of four hundred and fifty-eiglit

pages, one hundred and twenty on -reason and faith, the rest being

on Thomas Fuller, Pascal, Luther, sacred eloquence, etc. Hawthorne .s

Snow-Image, and other twice-told Tales has twenty-two pages on tie

Snow-Image and two hundred and thirty-eight devoted to fourteen

other essays..
In this class are also to be included the books which are put fortii

under some distinguished name connected with the subject or subjects

written upon.
A new book by Dr. William Forsyth, though not strictly miscellam

ous, will serve as an illustration. The back of the book says, Horte}>-

sins, the Advocate. Within, a preliminary title page contains ''II

tensius, or the Advocate." Go further, and you find on the title p

proper, Hortensius, an historical essay on the office and duties of

advocate. Now, if you read the book you find a series of essays on tbo
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Athenian courts, advocacy in ancient Rome, the bar in the Middle

Ages, advocacy in England, etc., and that Hortensius serves not even

as the central figure of the book, but only as a title.

To these may be added a great many fancy general titles, from which

it is difficult to draw any inference as to the contents. Recess 8tudies
}

edited by Alexander Grant,- and published in 1870, is found to be a

collection of essaj's or papers by different authors on the existing con-

dition of Great Britain and Ireland, political, social, and religions. A
Free Lance in the Field of Life and Letters, by W. C. Wilkinson, con-

- of critical examinations or reviews of the writings of George Eliot,

James Russell Lowell, William Cullen Bryant, and others. Paradoxes

;in<l Puzzles, historical, judicial, and literary, by John Paget, con-

of reviews of passages in Macaulay's History, vindications of Nel-

son. 11 v ron, and others; an examination of the cases of Elizabeth Can*

ning, Spencer Cowper, and others; also some essays on art, with reviews

of Rubens, Raskin, and Cruikshank. The back of the book gives simply
Paradoxes and Puzzles, by John Paget. One wonld naturally, there-

fore, classify it with De Morgan's Budget of Paradoxes, which is a

collection of scientific scraps, mostly mathematical, thrown together
without order, like scraps in a rag bag. After Paradoxes and Puzzles,

it is natural to mention Guesses at Truth, by two brothers. This is

put. up in the same manner. Let no one suppose, however, that the

-ses of one have any reference to the puzzles of the other. Chips
from a German Workshop, by Max Miiller; Tablets, by A. B. Alcottj

Dreamthorp, essays written in the country, by Alexander Smith;
and My Study Windows, by James Russell Lowell, may be added with-

out remark. Let it be understood, parenthetically, however, that Pro-

fessor Lowell "would have preferred a simpler title, but publishers

nowadays are inexorable on this point."

Of the two classes of books already mentioned, no reader should eat

pert to find the contents except by means of a general index, alphabeti-

cally arranged. The fault of a fancy title is, not that it conceals mate-

rial which would otherwise be easily found, but that it often suggesUa
particular treatise, while the contents are miscellaneous. That it is

practicable tor a librarian to keep a general alphabetical index of con-

tents of sueli books may be seen by reference to the article in this vol

nine on that subject.

3, We mention, as a third class, books on particular subjects. \\ hoe
titles ;u-e \\holh and inexcusably enigmatical. The Past, the Present,

and the Future, by II. C. Carey, a treatise Oil social science, has HO Word

its nature till \o" <'onic to the table Of contents. Social

Pressure, b\ Arthur Helps, is still worse, t,>r it has no preface nor table

of contents. iViKel.Vs .\lciphron; or, tin- Minute Philosopher, is a

double enii:"" 1

.. You find little comfoiteven la cha-m^ down the

'<> \\i\.":> IM. i. . ,: iin.i MiacUaaeou Litetmtore, pi-
M
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word in a dictionary of biography. The Oceana of James Harrington,
and The Leviathan of Hobbes, are said, by those who have read them,
to be on nearly the same subject* An explanatory clause in the title of

the latter relieves one a little after he has taken the pains to hunt it

up. Tooke's Diversions of Purley is a marvel of obscurity. It would

puzzle us more to divine its nature from its title than it did the review-

ers of its day to determine its rank among works on the English lan-

guage. The Blazing Star, by Greene, just published, sheds no light
on 'the contents of the book. The Voices of the Xight and Voices
of the Day, by the Rev. John Cumming, were evidently selected be-

cause they sounded well together. A careful study of their prefaces
shows that they are a collection of sermons relative to the present and
the future state of the people of God. Walter Colton's Deck and Port,

Land and Lee, and Ship and Shore, belong to the same class. Leaves
of Grass would be well enough for Walt Whitman's book were it not

that the title Leaves of Grass has a definite meaning.
4. Another class of books differs from those last mentioned in the

addition of an explanation or suggestion to the principal title. Berke-

ley's Siris is explained as on The Virtues of Tar Water. A recent

book is announced . as The Rise and the Fall
; or, The Origin of

Moral Evil. Another, still more recent, is Seed Truths
; or, Bible

views of tnind, morals, and religion, by Pharcellus Church. Would it

not have been well for Dr. Church to have given his " views" simply,

and let the public judge whether they contained "seed truths?" Vol-

taire's Essai sur les Mceurs was abandoned by the English publish-

ers, who gave to Mr. Nugent's translation the true title, An Essay
on Universal History, etc. The Sons of the Sires, is a spirited title

surely, though one is at a loss to know what sons or what sires, till he

reads on and finds that the book professes to give A History of the

rise, progress, and destiny of the American Party. The Mysteries

Opened is a work on the nature of baptism, and of the Lord's supper-

The Cradle of Rebellions is on secret societies. The Day Star of Amer-

ican Freedom is on toleration in the province of Maryland. Here we

have The Poetry of Science by Hunt, the Poetry of the Vegetable
World by Schleiden, and The Magic of Science by Wylde, which

contain neither poetry nor magic, but simply some elementary les-

sons in the physical sciences. Ruskin's works are destined to live in

our language and to be sought after in our libraries for many a year,

but we cannot forgive him the trouble he has given to the thousands

who will have to get below their titles to find out what they are all

about. The Crown of Wild Olive, on work, traffic, and war; Uuto

this Last, on the first principles of political economy ;
Sesame and

Lilies, on Kings' treasuries and Queens' gardens; The Queen of the Air,

on the Greek myths of cloud and storm
;
Ariadne Florentina, on engrav-

ing, are a few of the many enigmas set afloat in the literary world by

this one author. Becker's Gallus, Becker's Charicles, Donaldson's Var-

ronianus, and The New Cratylus are of the same sort.
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This tendency to the adoption or coinage of high sounding titles, to be

followed by an explanation, prevails extensively. Jeremy Benthaui's

Science of, Morality would be too commonplace. It is Deontology; or,

the Science of Morality. Again, we have Eunomus
;
or Dialogues con-

cerning the Law arid Constitution of England, by Edward Wynne.
Most of this fourth class would be well enough if the leading or fancy

part of the title could be stricken out. It generally expresses a some-

what happy conceit which the author flatters himself is not alto-

gether foreign to his book. But the reader is not prepared for it

till he has read through to the end. Were he to find there such ex-

pressions as Seed Truths, The Cradle of Rebellions, and The Crown
of Wild Olive, it would *lo no harm. The difficulty is that this fancy
title is put first, and it is generally all that appears on the back of the

book. One must know it to find the book in a shop or library. The

consequence is that the book must go by that title only which is least

significant and most confusing to the inexperienced. To know the true

titles of books, those by which they ought always to be called, is pos-

sible only for scholars.

Were it any part of the purpose of this paper to entertain the reader,

sufficiently amusing examples of the several classes mentioned would

not be wanting. Think of the linguistic genius which devised Aglos-

sostornography, for a description of a mouth without a tongue; or

Ocean Macromicrocosmic for a treatise on the motion of the blood.

A treatise on patience, fortitude, and pain, was called The Three

Daughters of Job; another, containing a collection of passages from

the fathers, The Shop of the Spiritual Apothecary. The last two
are given by Disraeli in his Curiosities of Literature. He adds also

Matches lighted at the Divine Fire; The Sixpennyworth of Divine

Spirit; Some lino' Biscuits baked in the Oven of Charity, carefully

conserved for the Chickens of the Church, the Sparrows of the Spirit,

and the Sweet Swallows of Salvation. The Grumbling Hive was
misunderstood at first. It afterward appeared, with additions, as

The Fable of the Bees. A treatise on algebra by Kobert Recorde, pub-
lished in 1557, was entitled The Whetstone of Witte. An introduction

to the Talmud was called The Bones of Joseph, Ituskiu's Notes on
tin- Construction of Sheepfolds, a work on church doctrine and disci-

pline, is said to have had " a considerable run among the Muirland

farmers, whose reception of it was not flattering/' A similar reception,
we fancy, was given to The Secret of Hegel, by the young lady who

supposed she had ordered the last new novel. My Summer in a Gar-
den beguiled a ha>t\ re\ irwer into a homily on horticulture.

I. The second class above mentioned was found to consist mostly of

hooks whose contents were more general or miscellaneous than their

titles indicated. The converse of this also frequently occurs, where the

title applies \\ell enough to the subject treated, but is general enough
to apply equally well to several others. Such general titles as Cosmos,
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The Earth, The Universe, may be proper in some cases, since a more

particular one might involve an error in the opposite direction. There

is no good reason, however, for calling physical speculations on a future

state, The Unseen Universe. With what disappointment do nine out

of ten readers lay down the book whose back presents them with Knowl-

edge is Power, Knight, when they find that it simply contains the Re-

sults of Labor, Capital, and Skill. Maine's Early History of Institu-

tions, recently published, promises the survey of a very wide field, but

is found to contain a comparatively narrow one. First Principles by
Herbert Spencer, Larnartine's Confidential Disclosures, and Among My
Books by James Russell Lowell, are given without explanation on the

title pages. They are significant only when one has become somewhat

acquainted with their several authors. A Book about the Clergy, by
J. C. Jeaffreson, stands also unexplained. How many subjects, theo-

logical, homiletical, devotional, biographical, political, and historical,

might be covered by such a title. It is a work of two handsome octavo

volumes, giving illustrations of English history in the usages and

characteristics of its clergy. What a hotchpotch of titles we have of

which nature is the leading word ! Nature Displayed, by Dufief, is on

teaching language. The Light of Nature Pursued, by Tucker, is on

religion and morality. The System of Nature, by D'Holbach, is an

atheistical treatise on the moral and the physical world. Macmillan's

Footnotes from the page of Nature, is on the first forms of vegetation.
Here are Voices of Nature by Cheever, and Voices of Nature by Dyer,
one a series of analogies between the natural and the spiritual worjd,
the other a collection of poems on all sorts of subjects. We have also

The Book of Nature by John Mason Good, and The Book of Nature

by Schoedler and Medlock. The former is a series of lectures on the

physical sciences, language, literature, philosophy, history, criticism,

etc.; the latter, as the title indicates, is devoted to physics, astronomy,

chemistry, and the other physical sciences.-

It is not to be forgotten that the inappropriateness of many titles

arises from the changes which time has wrought in the use of scientific

terms. Observations on Man may have been a good title to the

philosophy of David Hartley in his day; but to-day we should hardly

expect to find anything under it but a work on ethnology or anthro-

pology.
G. Another source of great perplexity to the reader and the librarian

is the lack of completeness in the title page. It might be impertinent
to complain here of the suppression by the author of his own name, but

there is no good reason for so frequent an appearance of the sine loco ct

anno of our catalogues. A book is often wanted on account of its place

and date, and more often it is not wanted for the same reason. The

title may declare the book a "new treatise" on some science of recent

growth, as chemistry or geology; you find after much patient study that

it was "new " half a century ago, but is very old now, and good only for
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historical purposes. A cyclopaedia without a date, and there are such,
deceives nobody. It is rather suspected of never having been up to

date. The cataloguers of the Library of the British Museum took

great pains to make the descriptions of their books as complete in this

respect as possible. When the place and date were not given, they
endeavored to fix them by reading the book, and other books if neces-

sary, by comparing the type with that of other books, and thus exhaust-

ing every resource before leaving a point unsettled. Here were untold

hours of exhaustive labor, all because of the whims or negligence of

authors and publishers.

7. To complete our survey of books under whose titles much valuable

matter is likely to lie completely hidden from the inexperienced until dis-

covered by accident or the assistance of others, one other class should

be mentioned. To this belong those books which are, on the whole,

properly named, but which naturally contain separate monographs or

connected chapters on subjects not plainly suggested by the title.

Sale's excellent Preliminary Discourse of one hundred and thirty-two

heavy octavo pages on the Arabs and their religion both before and
after the time of Mohammed, together with the life of their prophet, may
be well enough, bound up with his translation of the Koran, and an ex-

perienced reader would not be surprised to find it there; but to the

majority it must be pointed out or lost. Robertson's View of the Prog-
ress of Society in Europe in the Eeign of Charles V, is a case of the

same kind. The Moria3 Encomium of Erasmus and the Opus Majus
of Koger Bacon illustrate this class, as also some of those previously
mentioned. Peter Bayne's Christian Life, social and individual, is a

good title, and yet one would not be likely to take it down to read

up on Howard, Wilberforce, Foster, Arnold, and Chalmers. Farrar's

Seekers after God hides instead of suggesting the names Seneca, Epic-

tetus, and Marcus Aurelius, to whom it is wholly devoted. Young's
Tour in France appears on the back of a stout quarto. It is found to be

a most valuable work, written with reference to agriculture and other

sources of national prosperity in France near the close of the last

century, and giving the prices of produce, labor, etc. Its abbreviated

title might apply to a pleasure excursion just as well as to an indis-

pensable work in the department of political economy. The celebrated

t'oriy- fourth chapter of Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the -Roman Empire,
on the Roman law and the great reformation under Justinian, is

hardly covered by the general title of that work. Fifty-eight octavo

pages of Donee's Illustrations of Shakspeare are devoted to a dis-

sertation on the Gesta Romanorum. A multitude of examples of this

<-lass will occur to every one whose reading has been extensive; exam.

pies, too, where the chapter, or separate dissertation or monograph,
thus hidden from the mass of readers, is large enough to make a good

volume by itself.

It would be difficult, perhaps impossible, to determine the percentage
46 E
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of a large library which is practically concealed under the several classes

'of titles mentioned. Few persons would probably estimate it at one-

fourth of its real amount until they had begun to take the books down
and examine them one by one. While this paper has been growing,

examples have accumulated beyond all that was anticipated, until sev-

eral tables are loaded with them. An examination of the few that

are given will show also that the quality of this hidden material is not

inferior to the average of library books. Nothing has been said of

works of fiction; while their titles are often less significant than one

might desire, their very nature would seem to take them out of the range
of legitimate criticism in this respect. The conclusion from snch a sur-

vey of a library can only be that the backs of books which stare down from

the shelves at the reader, or even their fuller title pages, are by no means

to be trusted as to the nature of their couteuts. They are like finger

marks along the highway which have been painted and set up with

reference to the taste of the artisan rather than to the geography of

the country.

The inquiry now naturally arises: What guides can be furnished to

conduct one by the shortest possible route, among so many insignificant

and false signals, to the small segment of a library which he wishes to

read on a given subject? The inquiry is not, How shall the experienced
reader be assisted ? though it may be doubted whether even he will not,

in his search, often pass by what, if found, would serve him best. The

question in most libraries has reference to the learner, not to the learned
;

to the general reader, not to the specialist. It must be understood,

also, that it is the subject and not the book's title which the reader has

in mind. He is investigating a subject, preparing a sermon, or an essay,
or an article for the next quarterly, or reading up for a speech or a de-

bate he does not know what books contain the information he wants
;

he does not care what their titles are; he wants the matter, and at once.

The difficulty has two phases : First, he may wish to exhaust his avail-

able resources. This he soon learns, where so much is hidden, is next to

impossible. Secondly, and more commonly, he may wish to select for his

special purposes a small portion of the whole amount at his command.*
To do this, he must not only be able to find every treatise or part of a trea-

tise bearing on his subject, but he must also have the means of acquiring
some information regarding everything within his reach, so as to make his

selection intelligently. So far as we know, no general method has been

adopted to meet his wants in either case, though it is probable that some

libraries have particular devices not generally known. The common

practice is fox the reader, having become tired and dissatisfied with hif

own search, to get his references from some one who has some know

edge of the subject, or to expect the librarian to be a general encycl

predia of book contents. Every librarian, especially of a college librar

will understand this. He has been worn out day after day in trying t

meet this demand. He has found that the demand is too great. Be 1 ?
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ever so learned, the differentiation of the sciences will have produced
some important points which have escaped him. Be he ever so faithful,

his nerves will tire, his memory will flag. Even an ordinary library is

greater than all the men likely to be in charge of it.

What guide, then, can be furnished ? The current of thought respect-

ing libraries has not taken the direction of supplying one. The great

object has been to accumulate books. Every effort has been put forth

to multiply volumes, but comparatively little has been done to multi-

ply the facilities for making them useful. To the credit of authors and

publishers be it said, there is a tendency toward fuller indexes and more

complete tables of contents
; by so much are books made more conve-

nient instruments of learning. We could wish that the same spirit

might be extended also to the title pages. But this we can scarcely

hope. Fancy and fashion will always prevail over strictly practical
ideas. This question must be solved in the libraries. It should be con-

sidered in view of the past and the probable future. One or two hun-

dred years ago books were comparatively few. Scholars might then

know something of nearly the whole range of reading, each in his own

department of study; with a few rare exceptions librarians might get
a sort of mastery over their books, so as to become the personal guides
of their readers.

Libraries for the use of students in colleges and professional schools

were seldom of sufficient magnitude to raise the question about facilities

for reference. When books were few, it mattered little whether the titles

were well or ill chosen. A good index of authors or catalogue of titles,

with an aphabetical or classified arrangement, might then have seemed

adequate to the wants of all. The case is different now. The old books

are still on our shelves and new ones are coming from every, quarter.

Most of the old libraries have been doubled several times during the

last century, and newoueshave been formed almost without number. The

spirit of bookmaking was never more prevalent than now. Let it con-

tinue another century or two, and it will be next to impossible to make a

judicious selection of what one has money to buy or time to read. Cat-

alogues have grown with the growth of libraries, but no one has yet

given us a science of cataloguing. Hardly can we find two alike, and

none can be said to accomplish all that is desired. Cataloguers have

generally attempted two things : first, to make a list, alphabetical or

otherwise, of all their books
; and, secondly, to furnish a guide to the

reader in selecting what he wishes to read. Now, has not the failure to

devise any plan of cataloguing on which there should be a general agree-

ment arisen largely from the impossibility of accomplishing both those

results with the same instrument ? In the great multiplicity of books, and
in the minute divisions and subdivisions of nearly every field of inquiry,

has there not come to be room for two separate works for these two sepa-

rate objects? Let the complete list of books be in any convenient form

this is not the place to propose a plan for that is it not of the utmost iiu -
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portauce that there b3 also, in addition, a guide to the average read IT .'

He seldom wishes to be pointed to all the books in a library, even in tin*

department in which he is reading; he is not likely to care for a tenth

part of them. What he does care for i.s the means of making an intel-

ligent selection of what he wants from the great mass that he does not

want. As nearly all catalogues are constructed, it is as we have seen

impossible to find all a library contains which he might want, and if

found, a selection of what he actually does want is possible only at tin-

expense of much time and strength.

A biographical dictionary is designed to give a few briefly stated

facts about the life, character, work, and influence of every man in any

way eminent in the field which it covers. A dictionary of antiquities

brings before the reader, in a few well chosen sentences, the prominent
customs, social, religious, etc., of the ancients. Now, would it not be

practicable to make a reference dictionary or library manual on a some-

what similar plan, which should contain the most important subjects of

inquiry in the principal departments of human knowledge, under terms

general or particular, alphabetically arranged, without definition or dis-

cussion, but simply with references to the best material to be found upon

them, by whatever author and under whatever title ? The selection of

terms would not differ much from those of a first class cyclopaedia. On
many subjects, references would be necessary to different views and

opinions and different modes of treatment. After the reference, a few

words of description would suffice to show definitely the department of

iuquirj" to which the treatise or monograph belongs, and the place it

occupies in that department. Such facts as the number of pages in tin-

reference, the time when it was written, the author's facilities for

acquiring the necessary information, his political, religious, social, or

scientific views, his object in writing, his mode of treatment, and the

general effect produced, woujd not only determine the reader as to its

desirability for him, but put him into such relation to it as often to

enhance its value for him many fold. In short, much might be done to

introduce to a general reader a choice selection of the best material on

a given subject, with its leading peculiarities, so that he might approach
it at once with the attitude of a scholar. Everybody knows how great

the advantage is in reading a new book when one knows something of

the author, and has read a brief and judicious review of the book. The
class of facts mentioned above lies mostly outside the range of even the

1

most complete catalogue. They are usually given to students by teach

ers or librarians in their personal intercourse, the same descriptions and

explanations being repeated over and over again every year. What is

desired, therefore, is a digest of this personal instruction, prepared with

the utmost care, extended to every department of a somewhat complete

library, and reduced to the exact form of a dictionary. Such a work

could not be produced by an ordinary cataloguer, or even by the mos

experienced librarian. It might grow up under the hands of inair
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specialists, with the direction of an editor. It would be the constant

companion and guide of every reader, young and old. It would do
much to lift from librarians; and teachers a burden which, already too

great, is rapidly becoming greater. Could such a work be thorough ly

organized and carried through to the end by a man like Dr. William

Smith, the question of cataloguing would become a comparatively sim-

ple one.

In another respect, not before mentioned, such a work would be of

incalculable value. A purchaser has little trouble in buying new books.

He has before him the reputation or position of the author, and the

fresh and tersely stated opinions of the reviewers. He makes his pur-
chases easily, also, within a certain range of knowledge with which he
is specially familiar. Outside these two classes, every purchase made

by a librarian or library committee must either be made at considerable

risk or after laborious investigation. The work proposed, if properly

made, would put the purchaser into such relation to works in every
field of inquiry as to render his selection intelligent and comparatively

easy.

Were an illustration of this subject needed, we might introduce into

a library a sophomore somewhat above the average of his class in

capacity and attainment, and suppose him to have resolved upon a

course of reading in English history. An easier case could not well be

put. Give him a catalogue, or take him to the department of the history

of Great Britain. There are the books: Hume, MacauJay, Lingard,

Goldsmith, Hallam, Knight, Froude, May, Smollett, Green, Brodie,

IJiiokle, Godwin, Henry, and a host of others, of every shade of politi-

cal, social, and religious opinion in fact, who agree in little else than

that they have written on English history. Now, your sophomore will

lie very likely to turn upon you in confusion and say, "Sir, I have a

few hours a day of leisure time which I want to devote to the reading
<f Knglisli history; what books shall I read P And then you begin

your oft-repeated task of learning from him his particular needs, and

selecting for him the books he can use to best advantage. It is not suf-

lieient to say that it is the function of teachers to mark out courses of

residing. True, the case we have put might come, perhaps it ought to

come, within the range of a professor, still a guide is wanted. Teach-

eix cannot be fresh upon every subject, they cannot anticipate every

demand; and, besides, the great mass of readers are without teachers.

< M course, no such work is hero suggested as Malcolm's Theological

Index, or Hardy's Descriptive Catalogue of materials relating to the

History of Great Britain and Ireland, or a digest of legal decisions.

These are works for specialists. They have little or no relation to the

ui'iiei al reader whose needs we have pointed out. In many cyclopedias
\\e find at the close of here and there an article a collection of refer-

ences for the lint her investigation of the reader. These references wo

liave liad constantly in mind while preparing the latter part of this
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p.iper. They are usually thrown together without any well di-Iim-d plan

or order running through the book, but according to the tastes of the

individual writers. Prepare these references properly a:ul nuke a si",> i

rate work of them, and you will supply as real a demand a> that for

which the cyclopedia was written. Such a work would be liable to

failures and excesses, but no more so than any dictionary or eyclop;e lia.

How much more of solid information about books should we have it a>

great effort had been put forth in the direction to which we have called

attention as has been made in tracing the histories of old editions, or

old books, determining where a certain leaf was torn, what title pages
lack a certain word, or whether a certain autograph is genuine.



CHAPTER XXXV
BOOK INDEXES.

BY F. B. PERKINS,
Boston Public Library.

GENKKAL REMARKS IMPORTANCE OF INDEXES DIRECTIONS FOX MAKING AND USING

INDEXES.

" Indexes are the souls of books."

Perhaps the most widely known, or possibly it would be more appro-

priate to say the least unknown, instance of indexing is the case of the

great mind of Mr. Justice Best, an English judge. In the index to a

certain law book, it is said, appeared the following entry:

IJKST, Mr. Justice, bis great iniud, page 459.

And when the investigator interested in mental philosophy, or in the

biography of eminent men, turned to the page indicated he found that

a certain witness having been contumacious,
" Mr. Justice Bsst observed

that he had a great mind to commit the witness."

This is a pretty good illustration of what an index ought not to do. An
almost equally instructive case is one which is recorded of that most

excellent man and eminent professional indexer, (at least of " rerums,"

as some one phrased it,) the Rev. John Todd, D.D. a case which re-

minds one of the alleged fact that lawyers always draw ill worded wills

lor themselves. The doctor, it seems, laid it down that the topic The

Importance of Christianity to the World should be indexed under the

word "importance." Nothing could be of less "importance". as a ref-

erence unless it be one of the particles used. Dr. Todd might almost

;is well have directed to index the phrase under '.' of" or " the."

The case of Dr. Todd does not indicate that his labor on indexes had

profited him much
; yet Dr. Johnson is ropor.Cil to have said that " an

index commonly profits most him that made it." Our well known ;ul\o
catc of indexes, Dr. S. A. Allibone, seems to have meant to get all the

iiood out of indexing that was'possible on this principle, by annexing to

his Dictionary of Authors twenty indexes. For an alphabetical list of

authors this is providing pretty well.

But Dr. Todd, Dr. Johnson, and Dr. Allibone are by no means all the

great authorities that have held and expressed decided views about

indexes. Lord Campbell, the Knglish literan
'

.judge, whose biographies.

according to Lord Lyndhurst,
" added a new terror to death." has iveom

7-J7
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mended for non-indexing bookmakers a fate almost stern enough to justi-

fy such a reputation as that. He says, in the preface to one of his books,,

that he meant " to bring a bill into Parliament to deprive any author

who publishes a book \vithout an index, of the privilege of copyright,

and, moreover, to subject him for his offense to a pecuniary penalty."

Mr. Carlyle, in his Frederick the Great, without any such threats as

Lord Campbell's, twice refers, in his scolding way, to " indexlessness" as

a reprehensible quality.
" Books born mostly of chaos," he says,

" which

want all things, even an index, are a painful object." A book " wanting
all things

" would seem somewhat like that fabled gun which was " with-

out lock, stock, or barrel." And in another place, in calling names at

somebody he dislikes, Mr. Carlyle observes,
" He writes big books, want-

ing in almost every quality, and does not give even an index to theni."

Certain sorts of books require indexes, and others do not ; so that

these express and implied denunciations do not apply except for

cause; a dictionary, for instance, being itself an index, in virtue of its

alphabetical arrangement, does not need another index, nor does the

ordinary novel. A contributor to Notes and Queries, it is true, lays

it down that "
every book worth reading requires an index." This,, how-

ever, cannot easily be maintained, except by the " vicious circle "
pro-

cess of saying first that no book not requiring an index is worth read-

ing. And probably this stern zealot is one whose practice would bear

out his hard doctrine. But the rule would work a fearful devastation

in circulating libraries; and I cannot believe that any reader of Pick-

wick ever wanted an index to it. Yet Dr. Alliboue (in a short note

in the American Bibliopolist of January, 1872) quotes a request from

Dr. Johnson to Eichardson, to add to one of his novels " an index rerum,

that when the reader recollects any incident he may easily find it, which

at present he cannot do, unless he knows in which volume it is told."

One almost suspects the old doctor of being sly and ironical in this sug-

gestion, though the size and tediousness of Richardson's novels make
the suggestion so perfectly proper as to be even awfully serious. The

novels of to-day, however, certainly do not need indexes, nor do books

of poetry, (unless it be Mr. Browning's,) nor collections of popular essays.

such, for instance, as the thin compositions of Mr. Boyd, the English

Country Parson. Let not this rule be applied to the Poet at the

Breakfast Table, of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, to which sparkling
book is affixed an entertaining and witty index of ideas, which is one

of the most diverting parts of the work. But Dr. Holmes would put
valuable truths and witty thoughts into the inventory of a country store.

The proper general rule for indexes is obvious enough. Books of facts

and for reference should be indexed. This is about as pi o 'bund a rule

as to say that tools which are to be used with the hand should have

handles.

Plain as the rule seems, however, it is violated by authors them-

selves, and by translators and their like who live by the labors of others-
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Such a case is that of M. Thiers's History of the French Kevolution and

his Consulate and Empire, the latter of which, in twenty volumes, has

been translated into English and printed in London without an index. If

you wish to fix the date of any occurrence between 1795 and 1815, for

instance, hunt through the twenty volumes until you find it. Accord-

ing to the sentence from an old writer which stands at the head of this

paper, the English "traitor" has deprived that great body of its soul.

(I traduttori, traditori, is the Italian proverb, and "traduce" and "trans-

late" are only lead over and carry over.) According to a certain Span-

iard, he has left in the French the only part of the book which is neces-

sarily the author's
;
for this energetic Spaniard, who would have been a

joy to the very hearts of Lord Campbell and Dr. Allibone, thus stated

the case :
" The index of a book should be made by the author. Any-

body can do the rest of it."

How much better than this barbarous omission is the practice of the

German booksellers referred to in one of- M. Bayle's notes :
" The Ger-

man booksellers have a laudable custom of adding good indexes to the

books they reprint." Worthy men ! What wonder, when the German
avenues to knowledge are so diligently lighted and opened out, that a

century or two later a distinguished English scholar, Professor Seeley,

should find cause to observe that " Good books are usually found to be

written in German." No wonder at all
; they have handles to their

tools. And yet it will not be found, I believe, that as much as $64,500

was ever paid in Germany for one job of indexing ;
it was in England,

though, and for part of a job. It was for indexing the journals of the

House of Commons; for a piece of which was paid, in March, 1778,

12,900. This, except 500, was for thirty-one years' work, done by
three men, one of whom got 0,400, or about 832,000, for thirteen years'

indexing.

Having said so much about indexing, I will try to make a few sug-

gestions 0:1 it; for there is an art both of making and of searching
indexes.

Considerations of space, time, and cost must usually be taken into

account; so that for making an index the first step must commonly be

to calculate how many pages are to be given to it and how many entries

will go to a page. This last will depend upon considerations which in

many cases need a printer's suggestions, unless the other persons con-

cerned know something of the printer's business. If, for instance, a

double columned page can be used, there will be a saving in expense ;

so there will by using small type and setting it solid. This point being

determined, divide the whole number of entries to be allowed by the

number of pages to be indexed, and thus find the average number to be

allowed per page of the book. This average will often vary much on

different pages; but by making a fixed number of entries to each page
of the manuscript you can always easily see how you are getting oil,
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and adjust the work to the average. A careful and thorough iudexer

will usually feet a constant impulse to make too many entries.

The quickest way is, not to try to do the alphabeting while you are

writing the entries, but to write them one after another, as the words

for the entries are found in the pages of the book, doing the alphabeting
afterward. It is convenient to select a paper whose width will match

the average length proposed for the index entries; a wide paper (two
lines of narrow paper will do instead) for long entries. This, with a

little care, will avoid many cases of running over on to the second line

in the print, which tends, of-course, to double the space occupied per

printed entry, and thus to halve the number of entries available. Other

things being equal, of course the more entries the better. Between each

two entries, as written, leave blank paper enough to allow of clipping
the entries apart with ease; a blank line is enough.
Work as thoughtfully as time and pay permit. Choose for your index

entries words actually used in the book, and if there is room put in

synouytnes, if desirable, with a reference to the word actually used.

Chapter heads, tables of contents, running titles, paragraph sideheads,
and marginal notes often give a good deal of the author's own nomen-

clature, which the indexer ought always to use.

Having gone through the book in this way, have a pair of shears long

enough to cut across the pages of your manuscript at one clip, and cut

the whole of your manuscript index into single entries. Next, alphabet

them by initial letters. This process is usually best done by using a

diagram or imaginary frame of five rows of five letters each, on which

to put the titles at this first handling. The following arrangement of

printers' dashes will show what I mean. (The letters placed at the left

hand of the first row and right hand of the last indicate well enough
where the rest belong.)

vi
c - w

v̂
v.

E - - Y, Z.

It is true that I and J might be run together; that K and Q are very
short letters

;
that U and V might go together; and that X, Y, and Z

might all be put in the same place. But these five ranks in five files

are so symmetrical a plan with the three fives of A, F, K, P. U across

the head, C, H, M, 11, W across the middle, and E, J, O, T, Y, Z across

the foot and hence so easily remembered on mnemonic principles, that

they will be found for most people the best general index diagram by
which to alphabet items. After a little practice, one can distribute items

on this diagram without having to look at it; that is, a habit of hand

<jan be formed to it, which is indispensable to easy and quick sorting of

anv kind.
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This primary alphabeting having been completed, it is best to begin
at the end and sort backward for the second arrangement, if it is the

ultimate one. If there is a very large number of items, it may be nec-

essary to handle them a third time; but there are not many cases where
two handlings will not do. This second handling is intended to leave

the items piled in their proper index order, the first uppermost, for which

the backward progress is best. To do this, take the Y, Z handful and

spread it out on the sorting table singly ; pick out the last slip and

lay it down, the last but one and lay it crosswise at some angle over

the last, and so on. When the Y, Z's have been thus laid, go on to the

X's, then to the W's, and so on until you have finished the A's. You
will probably top off with some member of -the Abbott family if you
are making a catalogue of English authors; with some Mr. vanderAa
or other if a general collection of encyclopaedia items. The first five

items of the writer's index rerum of about 100,000 items (on catalogue

slips not in the absurd book of worthy but unindexical Dr. Todd) are,

Abarbanel, Abarca, Abarim, Abaris, Abas.

In this secondary alphabetiug, do no "three-letter" or any other

number of letter work, but subalphabet to the very end of your words,
so as to put Constantinople before Constantiuopolitanus on principle.

No other rule is worthy a workman, and as often happens the thorough
method will in practice require only very little more time than the uu-

thorough. It will sometimes be a help to lay out secondary piles of A's,

B's, etc., by the second letters, and then to do the -ultimate subalphabet-

ingfrom these piles. Some letters permit a great many more secondary

piles than others. Thus, A can be followed by all the 25 other letters
;

B, however, only by the vowels and two liquids, (unless, of course, you
come across bdellium in making a concordance to the Bible, or Bhagavad
in a list of Hindoo literature,) eig'ht in all.

When the heap of ultimately alphabeted items is ready, make the

copy for the printer. This is done by taking a pile of sheets of cheap
or waste paper, drawing two streaks of mucilage or paste down the

sides, (or three, two at the sides and one in the middle,) and then swiftly

laving on the single item strips across these gummed sheets, close to-

gether. Use no more paste or mucilage than necessary. Lay each

successive sheet of gummed strips upon the previous one, under a light

board or similar weight, to let them dry flat. When all are finished

take them carefully apart, detaching any that stick with a paper-knife.

Hi-vise the whole once, with final corrections. Send to printer.

These directions seem prolix, but they do, in fact, constitute a well

proved practical working method, which only requires writing the item-

once. Any experienced indexer will see the force of this consideration,

while hi; may prefer many variations in detail. Such variations, it

found convenient for any one's own tendencies pf mind or hand, should

always be adopted.
In searching an index, the only rule that is of much importance is
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this : If you do not find what you require under the proper word,

search, first, for its synonymes ; and, secondly, for words that contain it
j

and, thirdly, for words that it contains. Thus, suppose that one is look-

ing up the subject of coinage in America. Look first for Coinage ;
then

for Numismatics, Mint, and Money, (partial synonymes;) then for Anti-

quities (often contains Numismatics;) then for Higley copper, Rosa

Americana, Cent, Dollar, Pine-tree shilling, etc., (subordinate parts con-

tained in the subject of coinage.) If nothing is found undersuch an

assortment of entries as that, the hunt may be given up, unless one is

in position to search the book itself.



CHAPTER XXXVI
LIBRARY BIBLIOGRAPHY.

BY A. K. SPOFFORD,
Librarian of Congress.

LITERATURE OF LIBRARIES EDWARDS PETZHOLDT MONOGRAPHS ON LIBRARIES

MANUALS FOR READERS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS ON THE BRITISH MUSEUM LI-

BRARY LIBRARY CATALOGUES, FOREIGN, AMERICAN LIST OF BOOKS, AND ARTI-

CLES IN PERIODICALS, ON LIBRARIES.

While the literature of libraries, if we include the catalogues and

annual reports of individual collections, extends to many thousands of

volumes, there have been comparatively few books devoted to the gen-

eral subject of library economy and the history and statistics of libra-

ries. Mr. Edward Edwards's Memoirs of Libraries, including a Hand-

Book of Library Economy, printed in London in 1859, forms the only

systematic treatise on the subject in the English language. This

work, whjle crude and hasty in many parts, and embodying many errors

of statement, has yet an extremely valuable assemblage of information

respecting libraries, ancient, mediaeval, and modern. It goes at consid-

erable length into the history and statistics of the greatest public libra-

ries of Europe, devoting 118 pages to the library of the British Museum,
CO pages to the National Library of France, 120 pages to the various

libraries of Germany and Austria, 385 pages to British libraries, (exclu-
sive of the British Museum Library,) and 75 pages to the libraries of the

Tinted States. Its chapters on library economy and management, al-

though useful, are very far from being thorough or comprehensive ;
and

it is a subject of regret, both to English and American readers, that

a jjreat book of nearly two thousand pages, devoted wholly to this sub-

ject, could not have been made still more valuable by the omission of

<\t raucous matter and tedious catalogues of no general interest, and by
the insertion of more full and systematic information regarding the

internal economy of public libraries.

On this branch of the subject, while there are several valuable mono-

graphs in the German and other languages, Dr. Julius Petzholdt's Kat-

echismus der Bibliothekenlehre, the second edition of which was pub :

lished at Leipzig in 1871, is undoubtedly the most valuable. This little

manual is fairly crammed with information in detail as to every depart-

ment of a librarian's labors.

A list of the principal monographs on the general subject of libraries,

or library history, management, classification, and catalogues, is appended
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to this brief article. It also includes references to articles in
111:1113" of tho

reviews and magazines on this subject which possess the most general
interest. It is to be regretted that the most copious bibliography of

catalogues and works relating to libraries, Vogel's Literatur friiherer

and noch bestehender europitischer offentliclier und Corporations-Biblio-

theken, published at Leipzig in 1840, is now nearly forty years in

arrear. Were a similar work, giving the titles of all publications

relating to libraries in all countries, to be now executed, the 543 pages
of Vogel's industrious compilation might be more than quadrupled in

extent, without devoting more than a line or two to each publication.

Of the various encyclopedia articles upon libraries, that contained

in Knight's English Cyclopaedia, 1860, volume 5, division of arts and

sciences, is the best. This was written by the late Thomas Watts, of

the British Museum Library, and it contains fifty closely printed

columns.

Of the various handbooks for the guidance of readers in libraries, it

may be said that no one of them possesses sufficient excellence to justify

unqualified commendation. The Course of English Heading, by J.

Pycroft, while the most extensive and pretentious of these manuals, is

more than a quarter of a century behind the time in its list of books

illustrating the various departments of knowledge. It presents, more-

over, a model to be avoided in its principal contents, as well as in its

style of composition. Of the more recent attempts to furnish a guide
to students, accompanied by lists of works recommended iif special

fields, some swarm with errors of type as well as of judgment; while

several can be consulted to great advantage, none can be relied upon
as a satisfactory guide to a course of reading.
Much valuable information regarding the management of large libra-

ries, and the most expedient and practically useful catalogue system, is

to be found in the evidence before select committees of the British

Parliament, in 1835 and in 1850, to inquire into the condition and man-

agement of the British Museum Library. The testimony of many of

the first scholars and literary men of England, including Henry Hallarn,

Thomas Carlyle, Augustus de Morgan, J. Payne Collier, George L.

Craik, John Wilson Croker, and others, was taken as to the supply of

books, the conveniences to students and to the public, the inconvenience

of the absence of printed catalogues, etc.

It remains to consider perhaps the most important contributions to

library bibliography, namely, catalogues. Without assuming to add

anything to the elaborate discussion of the various plans for cataloguing

libraries, or to speak of the rationale of each system, all of which have

their zealous advocates, it will only be attempted here to give a very

brief indication respecting some of the more extensive and more useful

printed catalogues of public libraries at home and abroad. At the out-

set it must be observed that these are intended solely for the inexpert

reader.
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The schemes for the classification of knowledge have now become so

numerous that a classification of the systems themselves has fairly be-

come a desideratum. Attempts have been made to apply the systems
for the distribution of human knowledge which have been invented by
distinguished scholars to the classification of libraries and library cata-

logues. These attempts, however, have not been signally successful.

Bacon's well known survey of human learning, distributed primarily
under the three divisions of memory, of imagination, and of reason,

according to the faculties of the mind assumed to be employed in the

production of books, admirable as it may be for the classification . of

ideas, makes a sorry figure when applied to the divisions of a library.

In the practical work of classifying books so as really to bring together
all those on related topics, it turns out a worse than Procrustean bed.

The first thing to be done is to get rid of the system-mongers, each of

whom has a plan admirably adapted to the operations of his own mind,
but quite unmanageable by those of other men.

The literature of catalogues is very copious, and may be said to begin,
within half a century after the invention of printing, with the catalogue

issued by the elder Aldus of Greek books printed by that famous typog-

rapher. What has been called the first bibliographical system was

published by Conrad Gesuer in 1548, and it has had numerous succes-

sors. Edwards, in his Memoirs of Libraries, gives comparative tables of

thirty-two of the principal schemes for the classification of books, to

which the reader is referred.

The largest libraries in the world are wholly without complete printed

catalogues, although some of them have contributed to public informa-

tion catalogues of portions of their stores, some of which are of consid-

erable service. Thus the National Library of France, now the largest col-

lection in the world, numbering nearly 2,000,000 volumes, has printed in

ten volumes quarto a catalogue of French history and biography, copious
and full of value, besides a similar catalogue of medicine, partially com-

pleted. The Library of the British Museum, while its manuscript cata-

logue reaches about 1,000 volumes in folio, is only very partially repre-

sented in the various printed catalogues of parts of the collection

which have been issued. These include, besides sundry catalogues of

manuscripts, maps, etc., a catalogue of printed books, prepared by Dr.

.Maty and others, in two folio volumes, of the date of 1787
;
a catalogue,

in eight volumes octavo, prepared by Sir Henry Ellis and H. n. Baber,
and issued 1813-19; a catalogue of the Royal Library, in five folio vol-

umes, 1820-29; a Bibliotheca Grenvilliana, comprising a catalogue of the

library presented to the museum by Thomas Grenville, in four volmm-s

octavo, 1842-72
;
a valuable list of books of reference in the reading

room, numbering about 20,000 volumes, the second edition of which \\as

printed in 1871; and a first and only volume, in folio, of a catalogue of

printed books, containing the letter A, by the late librarian I'ani/./.i,

which was printed in 1841. The last named volume is prefaced by the
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ninety-three rules for the compilation of the catalogue, which have been

largely availed of, though not adopted as a whole, in many other library

catalogues, and the*latest edition of which, with amendments, maybe
seen in Thomas 1

.
Nichols's Handbook for Readers at the British Mu-

seum, 1806, pp. 38-54.

The printed catalogue of the Bodleian Library at Oxford, in three

massive folio volumes, printed in 1843, with a supplement in another

volume containing the books added from 1835 to 1847. although not

edited with critical accuracy, is invaluable as containing a larger assem-

blage of titles in English literature than is found in the printed cata-

logue of any one library.

The catalogue of the Library of the Faculty of Advocates at Edin-

burgh, in three volumes folio, 1742-1807, is also important, but will

be supplanted by the new catalogue of that library now in press, which

has reached its third volume, in quarto. This elegantly printed work is

distinguished by the copious biographical information supplied as to most

of the writers whose books are catalogued, and it gives the title pages ot

all works with'approximate fulness and accuracy. It is, however, desti-

tute of collations, or indications of the number of pages, publishers'

names, etc., of the works. It is arranged on the plan of a dictionary of

authors; anonymous works, however, being entered (as in the Bodleian

catalogues) under the leading term in the title page, and not under the

first word of the title.

The catalogue of the Manchester Free Library, prepared by A. Cresta-

doro, issued in 1864, is an admirably edited work, arranged in an alpha-

bet of authors, followed by
"
subject-matter entries, or classiGcation." In

the latter alphabet the titles are abridged into a single line, still pre-

serving the date and place of publication, as well as the leading topic of

the work and the name of the author. This catalogue gives the num-

ber of pages of every work in a single volume, but is without publish-

ers' names. Anonymous books appear under the leading word of the

title.

The catalogue of the Liverpool Free Public Library, established in 1850,

is greatly abbreviated as to titles, and is arranged on the combination

plan ; authors, titles, and subjects being thrown into a single alphabet.

Among American library catalogues which will be found most useful

may be briefly named the following, nearly in the order of the relative

importance of the collections:

The catalogues of the Library of Congress comprise ten volumes, con-

sisting, first, of a catalogue arranged by authors' names, in a single

alphabet, published in 1864, to which have been added supplementary

catalogues up to and including the year 1875. These annual catalogues,

embracing each the accessions of a single year, report the titles of all

works with approximate fulness, and give, in the case of all works not

exceeding two volumes, the number of pages, of maps and plates, if

any, and the name of the publisher. The reader is thus furnished with
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some idea of the extent of eacli work, while the addition of publishers'
names supplies a valuable aid to the identification of editions.

These catalogues of authors are supplemented by a Catalogue of Sub-

jects, in two royal octavo volumes, 1,744 pages, issued in 18G9. This is

arranged on the plan of a strict classification of subjects, but on the

synthetic rather than the analytic method, bringing topics which bear

a close relation to each other together in subordinate alphabets under

a general head, instead of scattering them through the catalogue, each

under its own distinct head. Numerous cross references guide the reader

to other portions of the catalogue in which aids may be found upon the

subjectin hand. To these must be added the Catalogue of Publications

of Scientific Societies in the Library of the Smithsonian Institution, now

deposited in the Library of Congress. There has also been published

during the present year (1876) a select catalogue of the principal addi-

tions to the library during the three years, 1873, 1874, and 1875. This

is an alphabetical catalogue of authors, followed by an index of subjects,

in which a double reference is found for most works, first under the title,

and secondly, under the subject matter of the work. In either case this

subject index catalogue is complete in itself, giving author, date, and

place of publication, thus rendering any reference back to the catalogue
of authors superfluous.

The Boston Public Library has issued an abbreviated Index to the

Catalogue of Books in the Upper Hall, in a very closely printed vol-

ume, published in 1801, with a supplement in 1866. These catalogues
arc arranged on the plan of entering the title in the alphabet under

the author's name, while in an index of subjects in the same alphabet
the title re-appears, greatly abbreviated, without date or place of publi-

cation. A similar Index to Books in the Lower Hall embraces the lighter

literature which is kept for popular reading and circulation. Besides

these larger catalogues, which contain perhaps less than half the titles

embraced in the present collection of books, the Boston Public Library

has issued several invaluable classed catalogues, on a more extended plan

of description for the titles of works. These carefully prepared volumes-

embrace respectively, 1st, history, biography, and travels
; 2d, arts, sci-

ences, and professions ; 3d, poetry, drama, collections, and miscellanies;

Ith, French, German, and Italian books
; 5th, fiction and juveniles; and,.

6th, a chronological index to historical fiction. The catalogue devoted

to history, biography, and travels is admirably edited, supplying not

only full titles of the works in the library on these subjects, but a grea-t

amount of collateral information in literary history and biography, with

copious references to articles in periodical literature, illustrating each

topic that is treated.

The catalogue of the Astor Library, New York, issued in four volumes

octavo in 1857-61, with a supplement in 1866, is a dictionary of authors,

with a condensed index of subjects in the final volume, referring simply

to the names of writers under each topic, without description. A dou-

47 E
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ble reference has thus to be made l>y leaders who pursue the topical

method of inquiry.

The new catalogue of the Library of the Boston Athena-urn, now in

progress of publication, attempts a threefold guide to the wants of

readers. It throws into one alphabet a dictionary of authors, under

which every title appears with approximate fulness, but without colla-

tion or publishers' names; an index of titles, in which most works re-

appear under the first important word of the title, with cross reference

to the author simply ;
and a catalogue of subjects, in which all the titles

on a given topic are again arranged in ail alphabet of authors, with

titles but little abbreviated, and date and place of publication inserted

in all cases. This is, in some respects, the best finding catalogue of any
considerable public library yet issued, reducing to a minimum the num-

ber of double searches or cross references to be made by the reader.

The catalogue of the Library Company of Philadelphia extends t<>

1856, in three octavo volumes, and is arranged under general subject

headings, with an alphabet of authors under each, followed by a copious

index in one alphabet of authors' names, of subjects, and of leading

catchwords in titles, referring the reader in each case to the page upon
which the work is found fully described.

The catalogues of the Xew York State Library at Albany comprise

the alphabetical Catalogue of the General Library, 1855, and its sup-

plement, in 1861, each of which is followed by an index to subjects,

repeating under each topic the names of the writers, and closely abbre-

viated titles of the works, without date or place of publication. This

library has also issued a catalogue of the law department, 1850, and a

catalogue of maps, manuscripts, engravings, coins, medals, etc., 1856,

all of which possess considerable value for reference. Its latest publi-

cation was a Subject Index of the General Library, a useful, but greatly

abbreviated reference list, issued in 1872.

The ]Sew York Mercantile Library, now reaching 160,000 volumes*

very largely composed of duplicates, issued its latest general catalogue
in 1866, which is arranged in an alphabet otauthors, with an abbreviated

index of subjects in a separate alphabet. Supplements on the same

plan were published in 1869 and 1872. The catalogue of the Mercantile

Library of Philadelphia, 1870, is on the most succinct plan, embracing

authors, titles, and subjects, by a threefold arrangement, in a single

alphabet. The catalogue of the Public Library of Cincinnati, issued in

1871, treats authors and subjects in a single alphabet, without, however

giving any complete alphabet of titles, llepresentiug one of the larges

and most popular libraries of the country, it will be found a highly use

ful manual for reference.

The Mercantile Library Association of San Francisco made its con

tribution to catalogue literature in 1874, in a handsome volume of (J5<

pages. This is a catalogue of authors, subjects, and titles, in one alpha

bet; the description of each work being full under the author's name

only, while imprints are omitted both under the titles and the subjects
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LIST OF BOOKS AND ARTICLES IX PERIODICALS OX THE SUBJECT OF
LIBRARIES.

Adresses ties bibliotbeques publiques en

France. 47 pp. 1(5. Paris, cercle de la

librairic, [1875].

Albert (J. F. M.) Recherches sur les prin-

cipes fondamentaux de la classification

bibliographique. vii, 63 pp. 8. Paris,

I'anteur, 1847.

American social science association. Free

public libraries. Suggestions on their

foundation and administration. Witb a

selected list of books. 74 pp. 16. Xew

York, Hard
cj

1

-

Houghton, 1871.

Appun (F. G.) Dissertatio de transposi-

tioue bibliotbecaruin. 4. Helmstadii,

17-24.

Art of making catalogues of libraries. 8.

London, 1856.

Bailly ( J. L. A.) Notices bistoriques sur

les bibliothrques anciennes et modernes.

210 pp. 12. Paris, Eousselon, 1828.

Balbi (Adrien). Essai statistrque sur les

bibliotbeques de Vienne. 206 pp. 12.

. J 'ienne, 1<\ Volke, 1635.

Blume(F.) Iter italicum. Archive, bibli-

othekeu u. s. w. in Italien. 4 v. 12-

Jlirliii, Mcolal, 1824-30.

Bohn (J.) Observations on the plan and

progress of the catalogue of the library

of the British museum, [anon.] 2^ pp.

. London, 1855.

Bonnange (F.) Nouveau systeme de cata-

logue au moyen de cartes. Paris, La-

croix, 1866.

Boston public library. Handbook for

iv idfrs, with regulations. 3d ed. 117

pp. '''! '. Boston, Rockwell <J- Churchill,

is?:,.

Points to bo considered in cataloguing,

revising and proof-reading. 8. Boston,

1870.

Botfield (B.) Notes on the cathedral libra-

ries of Kiigland. xvi, 527 pp. 8. 'Lon-

don, 1840.

Bougy (A. de). Histoire de la biblio-

thrque Saiiitc-Gcuevicve. 8. J'arim

Comoii, 1-17.

British (The) museum, historical and de-

scriptive. 432pp. 12. Edinburgh, T.

V /.'. Chambers, 1850.

British museum. A guide to the autograph

letters, manuscripts, original charters,

and royal, baronial and ecclesiastical

seals exhibited to the public in the de-

partment of manuscripts. 48 pp. 16.

[London], trustees, 1870.

A guide to the printed books exhibited

to the public iu the Grenville library and

king's library. 41 pp. 16. [London],

trustees, 1858.

A guide to the printed books exhibited

to the public. 32pp. 16. [London],

trustees, 1869.

A list of the books of reference in the

reading room. 2d ed. revised, xxviii,

349 pp. 2 pi. 8. London, by order of the

trustees, 1871.

Buchon (J. A. C.) Rapports sur la situa-

tion des bibliotheques publiques en

France. 8. Paris, [18].
Budik (P. A.) Vorbereitungstudieu fur

den angeheuden bibliothekar. 8. men,

Gerold, 1834.

Yorschule fur bibliothekarisches ge-

schiiftsleben. vi, 140 pp. 8. JtliincJu-n,

G. Franz, 1848.

Celsius (M. O.) Bibliothecae regiae stock-

holmensis historia brevis. 12. Holmiae,
1751.

Clarke (W.) Repertorium bibliographi-

cuin
;
some account of the most cele-

brated british libraries, xlvii, 67:! pp.

8 1. London, Jr. Clarke, 1819.

Clemens (P. C.) Musei sive bibliothecae

tarn privatae quam publicae exstructio,

cura, usus. 4C . Lugduni, 1(1:!.").

Cotton des Houssayes (J. B.) Des de-

voirs et des qualities du bibliothrcain-.

8. Paris, Aubry, 1857.

Cowtan (Robert). Memories of the Brit-

ish museum. 428 pp. 8J . London, /'.

Bentleij $ son, 1-7-'.

Critical and historical account of all t Un-

celebrated libraries in foivign count rics.

as well ancient as modern, [anon.] r>p.

1. 206 pp. 12. London, J. JoWffi; 17:'.'.'.

Danjou (F.) Expos6 succinct d'un nou-

veau systiime d'organisatiou des biblio-

tli.'qm-s publiques. 20 pp. 8 J . M<mt-

pellicr, 1-1.'..
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Delepierre (Octave). Exaineu de ce que

reuferine hi bibliotht-que du mustio bri-

tanniqne; eztrait de documents authon-

ti(|iu-8 soiunis an parlrmrnt en 1846.

inn pp. 16. Bruxellts, A. Vandale, 1846.

Delessert (B.) Mt'moire- sur la biblio-

thi-que royale. 12 pp. 1 pi. 4. Paris,

1888.,

Durey de Noinville (J. B.) Dissertation

aur les bibliothequf s. 156 pp. 2 1. 16.

Paris, H. Chaubert, 1758.

Ebert (F. A.) Die bilduug des biblio-

thekars. 2eausg. 68pp. 8. Leipzig,

SIriiiitL'iT cf miyner, 1820.

Geschichte und bescbreibung der ko-

niglichen offeutlichen bibliothek za

Dresden, xviii, 358 pp. 8. Leipzig,

Brockhaus, 1822.

t'ber offentliche bibliotheken. beson-

ders deutsche universitiits-bibliothe-

ken. 10. Freyberg, 1811.

Edwards (Edward). Comparative table

of the principal schemes proposed for the

classification of libraries, vi, 22 pp. 2 pi.

fol. Manchester, 16r>.">.

Free town libraries, their formation
j

management, and history in Britain,

France, Germany, and America. With

brief notices of book-collectors, and the

respective places of deposit of their sur-

viving.collections. xvi, 371, 262 pp. 8.

London, Triibner
<)'

co. 18(59.

Libraries and founders of libraries. 8.

London, Triibner $ co. 1864.

Memoirs of libraries : including a hand-

book of library economy. 2 v. 841 pp ;

1104 pp. London, Triibner $ co. 1859.

Remarks on the " Minutes of evidence "

taken before the select committee on the

British museum
;
with an appendix re-

specting the improvement of the mu-

seum. 2d ed. 76 pp. 12. London, 1836.

A statistical view of the principal pub-
lic libraries fh Europe and America.

3d ed. vi, 48 pp. 12 pi. fol. London,

1849.

Falkenstein (K.) Beschreibung der k.

utlentiichen bibliothek zu Dresden. 8.

l>r<dcn, ll'altlier, 1839.

Farnham (L.) Glance at private libraries,

[in and near Boston]. 8C . Boston, 1855.

Foisy (F. M.) Essai thfprique et pratique
sur la conservation des bibliotheques

publiques. 8. Paris, [I-:;:
1

.].

Follini (V.) Osst-rvazioni sopra 1'opcra.

intitolata Delia costruziono del regola-

mento di una pubblica univi-rsale biblio-

teca,di L.della Santa, tin pp.
-

. Fi-

rcnze, 1817.

Franklin (A.) Histoirc d<- la bibliotbeqne

mazarine. 8. Pan's, .tubry, l-'''i>.

Friedrich (J. C.) Kritische erorternngen

zuna iibereinstimmomlt'H nrdncn uml

verzeichnen offentlicher bibliotheken.

110 pp. 8. Leipziy, Dyk, 1.-:;:,.

Gallois ( le sieur). Traite" des pins

belles bibliotheques de 1'Europo. G p. 1.

240pp. 18. Part*, K. Mii-hnllr*. M-").

Garner (J.) Systema bibliothocae eollegii

parisiensis .societatis Jesu. 4. Pariiix.

Great Britain. Parliament. Report from

the select committee on the condition,

management and affairs of the British

museum
;
with minutes of evidence.

2 p. 1. 6^3 pp. fol. London, 1835.

Report from the select committee on

the British museum
;
with minutes of

evidence, viii, 605, 173, 145 pp. fol.

London, 1836.

Report of the commissioners ap-

pointed to inquire into the constitution

and government of the British museum ;

with minutes1 of evidence, iv, 823,172

pp. fol. London, 1850.

On the collection of printed books at

the British museum, its increase and ar-

rangement. [Private and confidential.

By Antonio Panizzi]. 44 pp. fol. Lon-

don. 1845.

Report from the select committee on

public libraries
;
with minutes of evi-

dence, xx, 317, x, 70 pp. 12 pi. fol. Lon-

don, 1849.

The same. [Second report]. vi.41i>

pp. fol. London, 1850.

The same. [Third report]. Addi-

tional returns respecting foreign public

libraries. 52 pp. fol. London, 1851.

Greenough (W. W.) Free lending libra-

ries. lp.1. 10pp. 8. Cambridge, [J/ss.]

1874.

Guild (Reuben A.) The librarian's man-

ual
;
a treatise on bibliography, com-

prising a select and descriptive list of

bibliographical works
;
also sketches of

'

publick libraries. 304 pp. sm. 4. ,V

1'ort, C. B. Norton, 1858.



Library Bibliography. 741

Hgitz (E.) Die uffentl. bibliothekeu der

Schweiz im j. 1867. 4. Basel, Schweig-

hauser, 1872.

Hssse (L. A. C.) Bibliotheconomie : ou

uouveau manuel complet pour 1'arrange-

ment, la conservation, et I'administra-

tion des bibliotheques. Par A. Constan-

tin, [pseudon.] Nouv. e"d. 2 p. 1. 266 pp.

2 pi. 18. Paris, Roset, 1841.

Hirsching (F. K. G.) Versuch einer be-

schreibung sehenswiirdiger bibliotbekeu

Teutschlands. 4 v. 8. Erlangen, 1786-91.

Jewett (Charles C.) Notices of public
libraries in the United States of America.

[Smithsonian reports, appendix]. 207

pp. 8. Washington, 1851.

On the construction of catalogues of

libraries. vi,78pp. 8. Washington, 1852.

Kayser (A. E.) liber die manipulation
bei der einrichtung einer bibliothek der

verfertiguug der biicherverzeichnisse.

HO. Bayreuth, 1797.

King(D.) Historical sketch of the Red-

wood library, Newport, Rhode Island.
'

53 pp. 8. Boston, J. Wilson $ son, 1860.

Koehler (D.) Syllogo aliquot scriptorum
de beue ordinanda et ornauda bibli-

otheca. 4. Francnfurti, 1723.

Laborde (L. E. S. J. de). Etude sur la

construction des bibliotheques. 52 pp.

1:5 pi. 8. Paris, A. Franck, 1845.

De 1'organisation des bibliotheques dans

I'aris. [Lettres 1,2, 4, & 8]. 8. Paris,

A . l-'ranck, 1845-46.

Lacroix (F.) Rdforme de la bibliothe-

que du roi. Par le bibliophile Jacob,

[pxend.] 12. Paris, Techener, 1845.

Lambecius (P.) Commentarii de augus-
tissima bibliotheca caesarea vindobo-
iii-iisi. Ed. 2". 8 v. fol. Vlndobonae,

1766-82,

Legipontius (O.) Dissertationes de ordi-

nanda et ornanda bibliotheca. 4
>

\i>rinih<'rgae, 1747.

Le Glay (A. J. G.) Mdmoire-snr les biblio-

thiMpH's publiqnes, et les principales

bibliotheques particnlieres dn de"parte-
mcnt du nonl. 4% pp. 8. Lille,

archiwx d<
:

j><irtctnentales, 1841.

Le Prince (N. T.) Essai historique sur la

bibliotbeqne du roi, aujourd'hui biblio-

thcquc iinp<5rialo. Nouv. 6d. revue et

aiigniiMitde des annales de la bibliotlic-

quc, par Louis I'aris. 466 pp. 16. Pa-

i-ix, hurciiii du 'cabinet hixt<-i<iu<', 1856.

Lind (L.) Dot dauske bibliotek. 8.
Kjbbenhavn, 1725.

Livermore (George). Remarks ou public
libraries. 40 pp. 8. Cambridge, Bolles

$ Houghton, 1850.

Lomeier (J.) De bibliothecis liber siugu-
laris. Ed.2a

. 12-. Ultrajecti, 1680.

Ludewig (H.) Bibliographic und biblio-

theken in den Vereiuigten-Staaten von

Nord-Auierika. [7 articles in the Sera-

peum : Zeitschrifc fiir bibliothekwisseu-

schaft, u. s. \v. Hrsg. v. R. Naumann-

Jabrg. 6, p. 209
; jahrg. 7, pp. 113, 129,

161, 177, 190, 204. Leipzig, Weigel, 1845-

46.]
Zur bibliothekouomie. xxx, 41pp. 8.

Dresden, C. H. Gartner, 1840.

Mader (J. J.) De bibliothecis atqve ar-

chivis vivorvrn clarissimorvm comuien-
(

tationes. Ed. 2a
. 3 v. 4. Helmstadii,

1702-5.

CONTEXTS.

BARVOETIUS (A.) Catalogus mss. praecorum
bibliothecao S. Laurentii scorialensi.

BOMFACIUS (B.) De arcbivis liber.

Buui (Richardus a). Philobiblion.

BHASSICAXUS (J. A.) De bibliothecis, cumpri-
mis regia budensi.

CASSAX^US (B.) Catalogus jrloriaemundi.lib.xii

CICAUELI.A (A.) De bibliotheca vaticana.

COXRINUIUS (II.) Epistola de bibliotheca augus-

ta in aice wolfenbiittelensi.

CORUERIUS (B.) De bibliotheca S. Laurentii sco-

rialensi.

DE SCRIPTIS et bibliothecis antediluvianis.

EriLOGUS ad lectorem, cum eucomiobibliothecae

angustae.
FIGUELIUS (E.) De statuis doctorum in biblio-

thecis.

HARUT (H. ab). Oratio de menaorabilibns biblio

thecae riidolpheae.

HEIDMANNU t (C.) Oratio de bibliotheca Julia.

LOMEIERUS (J.) De bibliothtcis.

Lii'SlUS (.J.) De bibliothecis syntagma.
N'Ai'DjKus (G.) Dissertatio de institueuda bi-

bliotheca.

NEAM.KU (M.) De bibliothecis deperditis ac-

noviter instrnc'tis.

P'NCiHor.LL's (G.) De librariis.

I'AXVIXIUS (O.) De bibliotheca vaticana.

PATRicius(F.)Dein8titutionereipublicae,lib. i-ix'

PFLUOK (J. a). Epistola do bibliotheca biul.-nsi.

ProxoKiirs (L.) De servisrei librariueadhibitis.

I'irriNi; (II.) Sacra arcana retecta bibliothecae

Thomanae lipsiensis.

SAd'TrvRii'a (C.) Oratio de bibliotheca jeuensl

acadomica.

SriiOTT (F.) De bibliotheca vaticana.

Si-i/Ki.ii s (T.) Dissertatio do bibliotli-ri*.

STRUVK (B. (I.) Historla et memorabilia biblio-

thecao jenenois.

TIIOMASIM s (J. P,) De blbllotheois rastU. cum
recenslono praocipuaruiu bibliotli. m.ss. IM

tavinaruin et vcnfturiiin.

F.) Do bibliothecis commentatio.
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Maichelius (D.) Introductio ad historian!

literariam de praecipnis bibliothecis pa-
risiensibus. 12. Cautabrigiae, 1721.

Molbech (C.) Ueber bibliotheks-wissen-

schaft; oder, einrichtung uud verwal-

tung offentlicher bibliotheken. Aus dein

diinischen von H. Ratjen. viii, 304 pp.
8. Leipzig, J. C, Hinrichs, 1833.

Mosel (I. F. E. von). Gescbicbte der k. k.

bof-bibliotbek zu Wien. viii, 393 pp. 2 pi.

8. Wien, Beck, 1835.

Namur (J. P.) Histoire des bibliotbl-ques

pnbliqnes de la Belgique. 3 v. 8. Bru-

xelles, F. Parent, 1840.

CONTEXTS.

v. 1. Bibliothqne de Brnxelles. xi, 320 pp.
v. 2. Bibliotheque de Louvain. xi, 282 pp. 1 pi.

v. 3. Bibliotheque de Liege, viii, 206 pp. 1 pi.

Manuel du bibliothe~caire. iv, 368 pp.
8. Bruxelles, J. B. Tricher, 1834.

Naudet (J.) Rapport snr la situation du

catalogue de la bibliotheqne royale. 8.
Paris, Duverger, [1847].

Response de la bibliotheque nationale a

m. Feuillet de Concbes. 72 pp. 8. Pa-

ris, 1851.

Nichols (Thomas). A handbook for read-

ers at the British museum, xvi, 166 pp-
12. London, Longmans, 1866.

Palermo (N.) Classazione dei libri a

stampa dell' i. r. bibliotheca Palatiua in

corrispondenza di un nuovo ordinamento

dello scibile umano. cxiv, 383 pp. 8-

Firenze, biblioteca Palalina, 1854.

Papworth (J. W. and W.) Museums, li-

braries, and picture galleries, their estab-

lishment, formation, arrangement, [etc.]

8C . London, Chapman $ Hall, 1853.

Paris (A. P.) De la ne"cessit<5 de com-

inencer, achever et publier le catalogue

ge"ne"ral des livres imprimis [de la bi-

bliotheque royale]. 2e 6d. 63 pp. 8.

Paris, Techener, 1847.

Petit-Radel (Lou is -Charles -Francois).
Recherches sur les bibliotheques au-

cienues et modernes, jusqu'a la fondation

de la bibliotheque mazarine. 448' pp.
1 -J . Paris, Key 4- Gravier, 1819.

Petzholdt (J.) Adressbncb der biblio-

thekeu Deutschlands, init einschluss von

Oesterreich-Ungarn und der Schweiz.

. 3 v. 8. 471 pp. Dresden, Schonfeld,

1875.

Katechisinus der bibliotbekenlehre.

Anleitung zur einrichtung und ver-

waltung von bibliotheken. 2 aufl. xii,

220pp. 17 pi. 12C . Leipzig, Weber, 1-71.

Petzholdt (J.) continued.

t'ebersicht von bibliographiscben syste-
men. 8. Dresden, XcJionftld, 1860.

Pillon (A. J. B. A.) Plaiutes de la biblio-

tlu-que nationale au peuple francais et &
ses repr6seutants. 8-. Paris, 1848.

Preusker (K.) Uber oftentliche, vereins-

und privat-bibliotheken. 2v.ini. -
.

Leipzig, J. C. Hinrichs, 1839-40.

Quiiicy (J.) History of the Boston At h>-

nseum. xii, '264, 104 pp.
-

. in,,,-

Iridge, Metcalff co. 1851.

Ranner (G. E.) Kurzgefasste beschrei-

buug der niirnbergischen stadtsbiblio-

thek. 8. Xiirnberg, Ebener, 1821.

Ravaisson (F.) Rapports sur les biblio-

theques des d(?partements de 1'ouest.

8. Paris, Joubert, 1841.

Reinhard (C.) Ueber die jiingsten schick-

sale der Alexandriuischen bibliotbek.

12. Gottingen, 1792.

Rhees (William J.) Manual of public
libraries, institutions, and societies, in

the United States and British prov-
inces of North America. 687 pp. 8*.

Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott <$ co. 1859.

Richter (B.) Kurze anleitung eine bibli-

otbek zu ordnen, und in der orduung zn

erhalten. 8. Augsburg, Kollman, 1836.

Ritschl (F.) Die Alexandrinischen bibli-

otheken unter den ersten Ptolemaern

[etc.] 8. Breslau, G. P. Aderholz, 183-<.

Sainte-Beuve (C. A.) A propos des.

bibliotht-ques populaires. 24 pp. 12 D
.

Paris, M. Le'ey frtres, 1867.

Salvioni (A.) Del modo di ordinare una,

pubblica biblioteca. 32 pp. 8. Ber-

gamo, 1843.

Santa (L. della). Delia costruzione e del

regolaniento di nna pubbliua universale

biblioteca con la piauta dimostrativa.

8. nrenze, 1816.

Schleiermacher (A. A. E.) Bibliographi-
sches system der gesamniten wisseu-

schaftskuude, mit einer einleitung zum
urdneu von bibliotheken, [etc.] 2 v.

xlviii, 1661 pp. 8. Braunschweig.

Fieweg, l-.v.'.

Schmidt (J. A. F.) Handbuch der bibli-

othekswisseuschaft, der literatur und

biicherkunde. vi, 472 pp. 8-. Wtimar T

B. F. Foight, 1840.

Sohrettingsr (J.) Handbucb der bibli-

othek-wisseuschaft, besonders zum ge-

brauche der nicht-bibliothekare. x, Id7

pp. 8 :
. in en, F. Beck, 1834.
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Schrettinger (J.) continued.

Versuch eines lehrbuchs der bibli-

othekwissenschaft. 4 parts in 2 v. 16C .

Miinchen, J. Lindauer, 1829.

Seitzinger (J. G.) Bibliothekstechuik

Mit einera beitrage zum arcliivswesen.

2e
ausgabe. Ivi, 102 pp. 44 tab. 8.

Leipzig, H. Costenoble, 1890.

Shurtleff (N. B.) A decimal system for

the arrangement and administration of

libraries. 80 pp. 4. Boston, privately

printed, 1856.

Simeon (J.) Books and libraries
;
a lec-

ture. 12. London, I860.

Sims (Richard). Handbook to the library

of the British museum
;

with some
. account of the principal libraries in

London. 414 pp. 16. London, J. R.

Smith. l.S'.l.

Sobortstchikoff (B.) Priucipes pour

1'organisation et la conservation des

grandes bibliothrques. 76 pp. 12.

Paris, Renouard, 1859.

Spofford (A. R.) The public libraries of

the United States. A paper read before

the American social science association

at New York, oct. 26, 1859. 23 pp. 8.
AVit' York, Xation press, 1869.

[Also in the Journal of social science : transac-

tions of tin; American association, no. 2, p. 92].

Struve (B. G.) Introductio in notitiam

rei litterariae et usum bibliothecarum.

8. Francofurti, 1754.

Ternaux-Compans (H.) Sur l'6tat actuel

des bibliotheqnes publiquesde Paris. 8-
1'itrin, Delaitnay, 1837.

United States. Report of commissioner

oleducation for 1872. Statistics of libra-

ries for 1872, p. 820. List of libraries

containing more than 1000 volumes, p.

United States continued.

872. Summary of libraries (by states),

p. liv. 6. Washington, government print-

ing office, 1873.

The same for 1873. Statistics, p. 729

Summary, p. Ixxxviii. 8. Washington,

government printing office, 1874.

The same for 1874. Statistics, p. 753.

Summary, p. Ixxxvii. 8. Washington

government printing office, 1875.

Ninth census. Statistics of libraries

in the United States at the censuses

of 170, 1860, and 1850. [In v. i. Popu-

lation, etc. p. 471]. 4. Washington,

government printing office, 1872.

Valentinelli (G. ) Delle biblioteche della

Spagna. 178 pp. 8. Wien, 1H60.

Vidal (L. J.) Conseils pour la formation

des bibliotlu-ques sp6ciales admiuistra-

tives. communales, professionelles, mili-

taires, industrielles, et autres. 8.

Paris, Ledoyen, 1864.

Essai snr les bibliotheques administra-

tives. 8. Paris, Lcvavasseur, 1843.

Vogel (Ernst Gustav). Literatur friihe-

rer und noch bestehender europiiischer

offentlicher und corporations-bibli-

otheken. 548 pp. 12C . Leipzig, T. O.

Wcigel, 1840.

Voisin (A.) Docnraens pour servir h

1'histoire des bibliotheques en Belgique.

8. Gand, 1840.

Werlauff (E. C.) Historiske efterretnin-

ger om det store k. bibliothek i Kioben-

havn. 2en udg. x, 432 pp. 8. Kiitben-

harn, 1844.

Wilken(F.) Geschichte d. k. bibliothek

zu Berlin. 8. Berlin, 1828.

Wynne (J.) Private libraries of New
York, viii, 472 pp. 1 pi. 8. 3Vir York,

A'. I-'rench, 1860.

AHTICI.KS IN PERIODICALS.

i
.
- Tlie references to pages iu the onglish reviews in this list arc to the original editions, not

to the iiiiu>ric:iii re-pi intsj.

American almanac for 1837. p. 78, Public

libraries.

American biblical repository, v. 11. p.

17 I. Public, libraries.

:M scries, v. 4, p. 166, A plea for libraries.

Athenaeum. 1874, part 2, p. 412, Public

libraries of London. Sion college, pp.

513, 577, Lambeth palace, p. ^79, Dr.

Williains's library.

Athenaeum continued.
- 1H74, pt. 1, p. :W9, Roman libraries.

- 1872, pt. 1, p. 274, Advocates' library.

-p.7i;>, (Juildhall library.

p. 461, Strasbourg libraiy.

Atlantic, monthly, v. 21, p. 201), The old

Philadelphia library.

Bibliotheca sacra. v.7,p. 173, Libraries

in Pioston and vicinity.

-
p. 238, Bibliotlu-qno impdriale pub- v. 7. p. 1<>_. Public libraries in Now Enp-

liquo de St. Petc'i-sbonrg, catalogue. land.
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Bibliotheca sacra continued.

v. Id, p. 209. Free public libraries.

Blackwood's Edinburgh magazine, v.

85, p. 168, School and parochial libra-

ries.

v. 00, p. 65, Public libraries, their forma-

tion, etc.

v. 101, p. 606, How to make a cata-

logue of books.

British and foreign review, v. 4, p. 213,

Report from select committee ou the

British museum.
British quarterly review, v. 6, p. 72, Pub-

lic libraries iu London and Paris.

Chambers' s Edinburgh journal. 1848, v.

9, n. s. p. 9, Foreign public libraries.

Eclectic review, 4th series, v. 28, p. 1

British and continental libraries.

Edinburgh review, v. 38, p. 379, British

museum.
v. 92, p. 371, British museum commis-

sion : catalogue of printed books.
- v. 109, p. 201, Library of the British

museum.
Eraser's magazine, v. 3, p. 465, Histor-

ical researches on the pretended burning
of the library of Alexandria by the Sar-

acens, under the caliph Omar.

Galaxy (The), v. 7, 1869, p. 527, The Astor

library.

v. 8, p. 528, Ten years in a public library-

Harpers
1

magazine, v. 29, p. 482, Libra-

ries.

v. 46, p. 41, The library of congress.
Hours at home. v. 4, p. 222, Libraries, old

and new.

v. 7, pp. 278, 297, Books and libraries in

ancient Rome.

Lippincott's magazine, v. 3, p. 280, Cir-

culating libraries.

National almanac for 1874. p. 58, The

public libraries of the United States.

New Englander. v. 1, p. 307, Public libra-

ries.

North american review, v. 5, p. 430, Li-

braries.

v. Pi, p. 191, University libraries.

v. 23, p. 206, Public libraries in the Uni-

ted States.

v. 45, p. 116, Libraries.

V. 71, p. 165, Public libraries.

v. 107, p. 568, Harvard college library.

v. 108, p. 96, The new catalogue of Har-

vard college library.

North british review, v. 15, p. 160, Public

libraries.

v. 31, p. 447, Memoirs of libraries.

v. 51, p. 305, Babylonian and assyriau

libraries.

Norton's literary almanac for 1652, p. 21.

Public libraries iu the United States.

The same, for 1853, p. 32, American libra-

ries. Second series.

The same for 1854, p. 3, Libraries.

p. 49. Proceedings of the libra-

rians' convention in Xew York, sept. 15,

16, and 17, 1853.

Quarterly review, v. 72, p. 1, Libraries

and catalogues.

v. 88, p. 136, The British inusenm.

v. 92, p. 157, The British museum.
v. 104, p. 201, The British museum.

Revue des deux mondes. 15 mars, 1846,

La bibliotheque roya'.e et les biblio-

thi-ques publiques.
1 dec. 1875, Le uiusde britannique.
15 d5c. 1875, Le musee britauuique.

Scribner's monthly, v. 1, p. 353, The New
York mercantile library.

v. 3, p. 150, The Boston public library.

Statistical journal, v. 23, 1870, pp.327,

365, Statistical notes on the free town
libraries of Great Britain and the con-

tinent.

"Westminster review, v. 8, p. 105, Conti-

nental libraries.

v. 9, p. 429, The imperial library of

Paris.



CHAPTER XXXVII.

LIBRARY REPORTS AND STATISTICS.

BY THE EDITORS.

INTRODUCTION COMPARATIVE STATISTICS BY M. BALBI COMPARISON OF RKCEXT
.STATISTICS OK NINE IMPORTANT EUROPEAN' LIBRARIES COMPARATIVE STATISTICS

OF AMERICAN PUBLIC LIBRARIES AMERICAX PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN 1776, 1800, AND
187G GROWTH OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES BY PERIODS PUBLIC LIBRARIES GRADED
ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF VOLUMES CLASSIFICATION OF LIBRARIES LIBRARY
FUNDS STATISTICS OF SIXTY-TWO LIBRARIES BENEFACTIONS Loss AND WEAR OF

LIBRARY BOOKS CLASSIFICATION OF CIRCULATION ANALYSIS OF LIBRARY STA-

TISTICS SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES BY THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT ON ACCOUNT
OV LIBRARIES.

DIFFICULTIES OF COMPARING LIBRARY STATISTICS.

In introducing this subject it iS'thought well to first present some of

the difficulties in the way of instituting a just comparison between dif-

ferent libraries, because they illustrate perfectly many of the obstacles

that lie in the path of one who undertakes to present trustworthy sta-

tistics of libraries at all. A fair study of these difficulties, and of others

which are to be stated, may show the way to overcome them.

The views and tables respecting European libraries by the eminent

statistician M. Balbi are first presented. While it is not to be inferred

that difficulties and divergencies of equal extent prevail in the United

States, every student of the subject will at once admit that they exercise

an appreciable influence. The reader will observe that three authori-

tics of recent date the two new American cyclopedias, Johnson's and

Appleton's, and Petzholdt's Adressbuch have been added to the com-

parative table by the writers of this chapter. Otherwise M. Balbi has

been allowed to tell his own story.

Wo doein it necessary to introduce the comparative table we have dra\vu up l>y a

few observations relating not only to the dillieulties which even an approximate deter-

mination of the number of volumes of the principal libraries presents, but relating as

well to the propriety of basing such a comparison on a knowledge of the number of

their volumes. We do not seek to hide from ourselves the fact that even if the com-

parative table we present should give the exact number of volumes in each library, it

would still be of quite minor usefulness and utterly inadequate to enable a person to

form an idea of the relative importance of these establishments. This in fact is to be

inferred neither from the size of the books nor from their number. Two or three

tli-Misand volumes preserved in the War Ddpot at Paris, or among the military ar-

chives at Vienna; a few hundreds of the precious manuscripts of the Vjitican Library
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at Rome, the Lanrentian at Florence, the Ambrosian at Milan, the Royal at I'aris,

the Bodleian at Oxford, or merely a thousand of the incunabula these libraries

and those of the other capitals of Europe possess ; a thousand even of those which
form the principal part of Lord Spencer's magnificent collection, (justly regarded as

the first of all the libraries at present owned by private individuals,) considered eith-r

with reference to scientific value and the special subjects of which they treat, or ^ith
reference to their high price, are undoubtedly equivalent to this or that library <it"

Italy, Spain, or Portugal which contains twenty or thirty thousand volumes relating

only to ascetic subjects, scholastic theology, and the old Aristotelian philosophy.
How many thousand volumes of the latter class would it not be necessary to accu-

mulate to represent the value of even a few of those portfolios which form the mag-
nificent collections of engravings of His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, of His Impt-
rial Highness the Archduke Charles, or of the cabinets connected with the royal libra-

ries of Paris, Munich, Dresden, London, Amsterdam, Copenhagen, or the Imperial

Library of Vienna! How many of these also would it not be necessary to amass
to represent the value of some small special libraries; for example, the libraries of

the celebrated Oriental scholars Morrison, Klaprotb, Neumann, and Hammer, or that

which the noted Baron Schilling collected during his voyage to Kiachta, which scholars

wish to see united to the library of some public establishment at St. Petersburg,
where it is at the present time

;
or the valuable botanical library of M. De Candolle at

Geneva, joined to the magnificent herbarium of this first of living botanists
;
or even

the collection of Japanese books that the celebrated traveller Siebold has just brought
to Europe a collection which, in spite of its ineagreuess, (it consisting of only 1,500

volumes,) is the largest that this portion of the world possesses, independently of the

importance of the works it contains!

But, while admitting the inadequacy of this isolated element to measure the relative

importance of libraries, we none the less consider it the foundation of any comparison of

which these establishments admit. We even add that it is as yet the only element

which can be reduced to figures. As this inquiry concerns only the principal libraries

the general or special character of which is indicated by their titles, or by the names
of the institutions to which they belong, the careful reader will avoid confounding
libraries composed in great part or almost wholly of modern works, or those, at least,

of considerable importance in regard to science, letters, or the fine arts, with similar

collections long since made in the quiet retreats of certain religious corporations;
collections which in our day have lost nearly all the value they once had. Put on his

guard by these considerations, the intelligent reader will not seek to draw a comparison
between elements which in their nature are not comparable. With this reservation

in mind, the respective number of volumes will, np to a certain point, indicates

relative importance. This, moreover, is the only element which travelers, historians,

and statisticians have np to this time taken the trouble to work np. It is also the!

only one which affords us the means of making useful and interesting approximate!

comparisons between the present time, so rich in productions of the human mind, anq
the periods which have preceded it.

To be frank, one may say without fear of error that, with the exception of a few of

the principal libraries of Europe, in each of these useful establishments, at pres<

numerous in this part of the world, and still so rare in America, the United Stun*

alone excepted, the exact number of volumes is unknown. The long and varied i

searches to which we gave ourselves up in compiling the comparative table of tli

principal public libraries of Europe, published in 1822, in the Statistical Essay on th<

Kingdom of Portugal, and the Statistical Re'sume", relative to the principal publi

libraries of Europe and America that we published in 1828, put us in possession of J

quantity of facts as interesting as they are important, which confirm our assertion

The imposing and scrupulously minute details so frequently published by statisticians

geographers, and travelers, offer only a delusive exactitude ;
since authors who ar

contemporaneous, sometimes writing even in the same year, assign to the same librar;

numbers of volumes which differ from each other by a fourth, a third, a half, and evei

by more than four times and ten times as many.
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The table following is only a fragment of the one we drew up for our manuscript
dissertation. It exhibits the most surprising disparity of estimates made as to the

number of volumes contained in a given library by the most celebrated geographers
the most learned statisticians, and the most judicious travelers, as well as some of the

opinions advanced by those skilful writers who manage to appropriate the labors of

their predecessors without being polite enough to mention them. We greatly regret
our inability to add to the table of the libraries of Paris the estimates taken from the

excellent Statistics of France from 1818 to 1828, a work that the painstaking scholar

M. ISottin yearly reproduces, with important changes, -under the modest title of the-

Commercial Almanac. These estimates would certainly render more piquant the col-

location of figures relative to the richness of the libraries in the French capital. We
do not cite his estimates subsequent to the year 1828, because, having worked with
that scholar, to insert his estimates concerning these libraries would be to offer our

own calculations.

Comparative table of tJte principal estimates made of tM number of volumes in several noted

libraries.

PAEIS.

ROYAL LIBRARY, NOW BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALS.

Authors.*
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Comparative talk of the principal estimates made of the number of volumes, etc. Contiuued

MADRID.

UOYAL LI1IUABY.

Authorit.
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Comparative idble of the principal estimates madeof the number of volumes, etc. Coutintu d.

FLORENCE.

MAGLIABECCIIIANA LIHHAUY.

Authors.
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ConqHti-iitin- table of the principal estimates made of the number of volumes, etc. Continued

UOUXiXA.

UMVKRSITY i.ii!RAi;\.

Antbon,
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table of the principal estimates made of the number of volumes, etc. Continued.

TURIN.

UNIVERSITY LIIiBAKY.

Anthers.
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Comparatifc lahle of the princiiml estimates made of the number of volumes, etc. Continued .

BRESLAU.

VXIVEK9ITY I.IIIKAKY.

Anthon.
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Comparative table oj'tlie principal estimates made of the number of volumes, etc. Continued.

WOLFEXBttTTEL.
DUCAL LIURAKY.

Authors.
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Comparative table of the principal estimates madeofthe number of volumes, etc. Continued.

MUNICH.

CENTRAL OR KOYAL LIIIItAKY.

Authors.
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Comparative talk of the principal estimates made of the number of volume?, etc. Continued.

OXFORD.

BODLEIAN LIHltAKY.

Authors.



756 Public Libraries in the I'nitrtl States.

tablt of the principal entimates made of the number of rolumcx, etc. Concluded.

EDINBURGH.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY.
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which they have themselves made upon erroneous bases, they boldly tax with ignorance
or incorrectness the careful writer who, after having examined all concerning the same

library which has been written by his other learned compatriots, or by enlightened

strangers who have visited the collection, ventures to express an opinion different

from their own. There are only too many scholars who, unacquainted with the varied

information which the preparation of statistics demands, accustomed to accept as cor"

rect the erroneous estimates which fill all the geographies, dictionaries, encyclopedias,
statistical tables, and many and many a work which passes for a classic, do not hesi-

tate to reject as erroneous differing valuations which are official estimates, obtained by
means of special request, or in many other ways, the results of long and wearisome

investigations obtained by some statisticians or travelers as capable as they are con-

scientious.

One of the principal causes of this astonishing disparity of opinion is undoubtedly
the different manner of calculating the literary wealth of the same library. One
author will count only the printed books

;
another adds to these the number of manu-

seripts; a third reduces to a certain number of volumes the dissertations, pamphlets,
and fugitive pieces which are preserved separately in pasteboards or bound into volumes,
Avhich the first entirely excluded from his estimate

;
a fourth adds in the same way a

certain number of volumes for engravings, maps, and plans, which, not forming part
of any work, could not be included among the printed books

;
a fifth, looking upon all

the dissertations, pamphlets, and fugitive pieces as so many volumes, thinks he should

add their number to that of the printed books contained in the library; by which

means he greatly increases the aggregate of volumes; finally, there will be still

another, who subtracts from the total number of volumes all duplicates, i. <., whicli

belong to works already counted in the mass of printed books. These different

methods of calculation, and some others that it would be too tedious to mention here,

should not be confounded with those previously considered, which are the princi-

pal source of the errors propagated by worthy travelers and scholars, but which the

negligence or even ignorance of some geographers does not hesitate to reproduce in

their works.

Almost the same thing has happened concerning the wealth of libraries which has

taken place in the case of the population of certain large cities of Asia and Africa,

where the census returns made now or the criticisms of competent judges have re-

diieed the millions of inhabitants to a few hundred thousand. The catalogues of some

libraries, also, which have recently been prepared, or examinations of the collections

made by travelers familiar with statistics or by the librarians themselves, have

treated, as they deserved, these gross estimates and absurd exaggerations (which,

however, still disfigure justly celebrated works) in reducing by one-third, one-half, or

even nine-tenths the number of volumes it was generally agreed to assign them.

Ilefiire the revolution nearly everybody in France estimated at 300,000 or even

:.nn,000 volumes the Bibliothoquo du Roi. A judicious bibliographer, the late M. Mar-

iner, had redueecl it to 200,000 volumes, (in the Aunuairo administratif et statist.ii|iie du

d partement de la Seine, for the year XIII, 1805.) But already the learned librarian at

that very time, M. Van 1'raet, having in 1791 counted one by one the volumes then

embraeeil iii I lie collection, had found only l.V->,8(W, of which 2:5,21:$ were of folio,

II,:'.?:
1

, ol'<|ii-iito, and J
-,252 of octavo and smaller si/.es.

The . nit hoi- of an able article on the library of the city of Lyons not long since re-

duced to 1)0,000 volumes the 106,000, 110,000, and 120,000 that for several years somo

people have been pleased and still choose to accord it.

\\ e had always heard that the St. Mark Library at Venice had 150,000 volumes.

We thought wo approached the truth in placing the figure at 90,000 in 1822 in the

Statistiipie du Portugal ;
but on returning to Venice in the same year, we were assured

by the learned librarian, the Abb6 Bettio, that it did not then count more than (55,000

and 5,000 manuscripts. It is not without a feeling of surprise that we see
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statisticians still assigning it iu H32 a number of volumes more than double that

which it possesses.

The ordinary estimates agreed in placing the number of volumes in the private

library of George III, given by George IV to the British Museum, at 150,000 and even

200,000 ;
an examination has just reduced this number to 65,000 volumes.

Mr. Schubert, professor at the University of Konigsberg, who has made long investi-

gations of this subject, and who has visited the principal libraries of Europe in the

capacity both of a learned man and a distinguished statistician, assured us in 1624, at

the time of his visit to Paris, (citing as authority Mr. Reus.s, the principal librarian at

Gcittingeu,) that this magnificent establishment, generally agreed to contain 300,000

volumes, really counted few beyond 200,000.

What shall we say of the ridiculous, not to say absurd, exaggerations found in de-

servedly noted works about the number of volumes of the Vatican Library at Rome
and the Bodleian Library at Oxford ?

What should one think of the geographical and statistical knowledge of a learned

naturalist who, in the eighth volume of the Pr<5cis de Malte-Bruu, published in 1629,

says, page 611, that " the Bodleian Library, with the exception of that at the Vatican,

contains more books than any other in Europe ;" and who, in 1832, page 78 of the fourth

volume of the second edition of the same work, repeats that " the Bodleian Library,

with, the exception of that at the Vatican, and the Bibliotheque du Roi, at Paris, con-

tains more books than an}' other in Europe."
As early as the year 1822, in our Statistical essay on the kingdom of Portugal, guided

by the assistance of a learned bibliographer, we corrected these exaggerations in esti-

mating the first library at only 60,000 printed books and 60,000 (?) manuscripts ;
and

in assigning to the three united libraries (Bodleian, Radclif, and Christ College) be-

longing to the University of Oxford only 400,000 volumes and 30,000 manuscripts. We
were gratified to see this last estimate adopted by M. de Malchus, although the learned

statistician, always so scrupulous about his quotations, forgot to mention the source

whence he obtained his estimate, widely different as it was from all which had pre-

viously been made of the number of volumes iu the celebrated Bodleian Library. The
researches we have since undertaken, and the facts we have been able to gather, have

proved to us that we were not far from the truth. Notwithstanding the imposing
name of Ebert, who in 1823 allowed it 300,000 printed volumes and 25,000 manuscripts :

notwithstanding the 400,000 printed volumes and the 25,000 to 30,000 manuscripts that

were assigned it in 1827, by the anonymous writer of the able article on the principal

libraries of Europe, reproduced in the British Review of the. same year, we continue to

accord to the Bodleian Library only about 200,000 volumes and 25,000 manuscripts. Iu

support of our view we cite the authority of the learned Ha-ndel, who, in 1827, gave i

only 180,000 printed volumes and 17,000 manuscripts, and the Quarterly Review, which
in 1826, placed the number at 200,000. We will add, that M. de Nagy a distinguished

mathematician, a member of the Philosophical Society of Philadelphia, and librarian

of Count Caroly who, as a savant, visited all the principal libraries of Southern Ger

many, of France, of the United Kingdom, and of the United States, accords it onh
about this number, in a note on this subject with which he has been pleased to favor u>

"Within the past two years the statistics of a hundred or more of the

principal European libraries have been published in this country iu t\v<

different works, each generally regarded and consulted as a standard

authority. A comparison of these statistics proves that the startling

differences shown by M. Balbi forty years ago have not entirely disap-

peared. The following are examples, the names of the libraries and the

number of volumes in each as given by both being shown :
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Augsburg, City Library 100,000 150,000

Cambridge, University Library 250,000 400,000

Frankfort, City Library 100,000 150,000

Freiburg, University Library 170,000 250,000

Gotha, Ducal Library 150,000 240,000

Hamburg, City Library 200,000 300,000

Leipzig, City Library 100,000 170,000

Leipzig, University Library 200,000 350,000

Munich, Royal Library 400,000 900,000

That is to say, in reporting the statistics of nine libraries, these two
authorities do not agree within 1,240,000 volumes.

Taking as the basis a list of public libraries in the United States re-

ported as numbering 10,000 volumes or more in 1875, the following table-

has been prepared showing the number of volumes each contained at

the several periods named, gathered from the best available sources.

It is not to be supposed that the statistics of any period are complete,

though it may be reasonably claimed that those for the year 1875 are

nearly so. So little was known respecting public libraries in the United

States a quarter of a century ago, that the Secretary of State was com-

pelled to answer an inquiry by a committee of the British Parliament

for information respecting them, as follows :

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, July J8, 1850.

I regret to be obliged to inform you that soon after the receipt of Mr. Crampton's
note (soliciting

" certain authentic information with regard to public libraries in the

United States") an attempt was made to obtain the particular information desired

but without success
;
and that, with every disposition to do so, the Department finds

that it has no means of gratifying the wishes of Her Majesty's government in this re-

peet.
J. M. CLAYTON.

It is probable that one of the reasons of the attempt to gather the

stiit istics of public libraries in the United States census of 1850 was the

discovery of our inability to answer the inquiry referred to above. In

I lie census of 1860, and again in that of 1870, the statistics of public
libraries were included and published in the returns. Respecting the

value of these statistics, General F. A. Walker, Superintendent of the

Ninth Census, remarks: 1

The statistics of libraries have never been very creditable, to the census of the

United States. Such improvement as was practicable with the machinery provided
lor (lie collection of these statistics has been effected at the ninth census, ami the re-

sults will be found in the table following in comparison with the published result.-, of

1-iiu; lint no great amount of complacency will be experienced upon a critical exam-

ination of the figures. The fact is, the machinery of the census under existing pro-

visions of law, defective as it is in many particulars, is loss adapted to workout correct

results in this matter of the statistics of libraries than in any other use to which it is

applied.

In I860, there were returned, of all kinds, 27,730 libraries, containing 13,310,379 vol-

1 Ninth Census of the United States: Population and Social statistics, p. IT-,'.
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times. Of these, 8,149 were returned as private libwieo, containing in the ;i-.

4.7t'i(;,vJ:i."i volumes, but for some reason, inexplicable at this date, 8,140 (l f these libraries,

containing 4,711,635 volumes, were incorporated in the published table with public libra-

ries, while the nine remaining private libraries, containing .">4,i'>00 volumes, were incor-

porated in the libraries of schools and colleges ; as appears by notes to tin- table follow-

ing, verified by reference to pages 502 and r>o.") of the volume on Mortality and Miscel-

laneous Statistics for the Eighth Census.

Except in 1849-50 by Jewett, in 1857-58 by Rhees, and in 1>

by Winsor, no systematic attempt to localize, classify, and combine the

statistics of all our public libraries was made until 1870, in which year
the Bureau of Education adopted a plan which has been steadily pur-

sued to the present time. Not all the libraries reported at any period
named are included, because some, though still existing, do not yet
number 10,000 volumes, and others have ceased to exist as distinct

libraries.

The statistics for 183(3 have been adopted from the American Almanac
for the year 1837, article Public Libraries.

For the statistics of the year 1840, recourse was had to a paper read

before the Statistical Society of London in 1846 by Edward Edwards,
of the British Museum, and published in volume XE of the Statistical

Journal.

For the year 1849, the statistics gathered by the late Prof. ('. (\

Jewett, of the Smithsonian Institution, and published in 1851, have

been used. 1

For the year 1856, statistics are presented from two sources, Triib-

ner's Bibliographical Guide to American Literature, published at Lon-

don in 1859, and the American Almanac; for 1857-58, Rhees's Manual
of American Libraries, published by J. B. Lippincott & Co., Phila-

delphia, 1859.

An article by A. R. Spofford, Librarian of Congress, in the National

Almanac for 1864, furnished statistics for the year 1863. The data for

these returns were procured by Mr. Spofford, as far as practicable, by

correspondence with the officers of libraries, though of course at that

time it was impracticable to obtain reports from mauy of the Southern

States.

It should also be remarked that the statistics of college libraries pub-

lished in the National Almanac did not include students' libraries,

which are contained in the reports for 1875, and therefore the eoin

parison between the two dates must be made with some allowance as

to that class of libraries.

In 1868-69, Justin Winsor, superintendent of the Boston Public Li

brary, collected valuable statistics respecting the public libraries of this

country and Europe, which were published in the seventeenth aunua

report of the Boston Public Library, and of which use has been made.

The statistics for the year 1874 are taken from a table in the new

1 Notices of Public Libraries, etc., Smithsonian Reports, Washington, 1851.
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edition of Appleton's Cyclopaedia, which professes to include all public

libraries numbering 25,000 volumes or more, and no others. This ac-

counts for the high average shown for each library under that year.

The figures in the next to the last column, 1875, are copied from the

statistics published in the Chronique du journal ge"ne"ral de 1'imprimerie

et de la librairie, Paris, February 5, 1876, and are said to include " the

principal public libraries of the United States," and purport to have

been gathered by a " statistician of Xew York." These statistics are

amusing from their insufficiency and inaccuracy, but it is painful to

reflect that they have been put forth where their sufficiency and accu-

racy will probably not be often questioned.
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Tiil>h- dtoiring the nize, at different times, of American public libraries
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u-hich,in 1874-75, numbered each 10,000 volumes or more.
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Jewett.
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Talk showing the size, at different times, of American public libraries iclich
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in 1-74-75, numbered each 10,000 volumes or more Continued.
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Jewett.
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Table showing the size, at different times, of American public libraries which,

Place.
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in H74-75, numbered each 10,000 volumes or more Continued.

Jewett.
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Table showing the size, at different times, of .Inn riom pnHic libraries which.
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in 1-74-75, numbered each 10,000 volumes or more Continued.

Jewi'tt.



770 Public Libraries in the United States.

I'abh' allowing the size, at different times, of American public libraries u-hidi
,

Place
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Jewett.
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in 1-71-7."), numbered each 10,000 volumes or more Concluded.

Jewett.
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LIBRARIES IN 1776, 1800, AND 1876.

Iii trying to show the growth of American libraries it became neces-

sary to fix on some date as a starting point, and for several good rea-

sons the year 1776 was chosen. The difficulty of finding out the Dum-
ber of public libraries and their extent at a date so far in the past was

great ; indeed it seemed insurmountable. The most patient and earnest

investigation, aided by the generous co-operation of many gentlemen
interested in the subject, has brought together the facts embodied in

the following table. It is not claimed to be perfect, but the data, gath-

ered from sources deemed reliable, may be trusted so far as they go>

and therefore deserve preservation. The same remarks apply to the

statistics for the year 1800, which date it seemed fit also to include.

As many of the libraries of those early periods still live and continue

to flourish, it is well that their present exteirt should be shown here

where the original library is perpetuated i n an active successor, the

fact, if known, is also stated. The names of several libraries are

given which are known to have existed as early as the beginning of the

century, but it has so far been impracticable to obtain reliable informa.

tion as to their extent at that time. Choosing that estimates which

might be wide of the truth should not be perpetuated, the spaces for

number of volumes have in these cases been left blank, in the hope that

they may one day be properly filled.
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GROWTH OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES BY PERIODS.

It is to be regretted that in presenting a view of the growth of Amer-
ican libraries in the last century by periods of twenty-five years each, it

is impracticable to show how many volumes were contained in all the

libraries at the end of each period. As that cannot be done, the follow-

ing tables are arranged to show, first, the number of libraries established

in each period, and, second, the number of volumes contained in 1875 in

all the libraries formed in each period.

It should be observed that, owing to the failure of many libraries to

report the date when they were formed, the sum of all the libraries on

the following tables is not equal to the whole number of libraries (3,082)

from which reports were received in 1875; and of course the same is

true of the number of volumes reported. This manner of stating it in-

troduces oe other slight element of uncertainty that cannot be avoided.

The few public libraries which have become extinct get no credit for

the number of volumes they contained. It is conjectured, from the

known facts respecting the wonderful increase of public libraries in the

United States within the last quarter of a century, that the larger num-

ber, if not all, of the libraries which did not return the date of then

organization should be assigned to that period ;
but it has been thought

best, for the sake of accuracy, to omit them from the tables altogether.

Notwithstanding these imperfections, however, the tables will be

found an interesting study, and will convince any one of the remarkable

strides America has made in the last twenty-five years in developing
this means of general culture.

It appears that between 1775 and 1800 there were established 30

libraries, which now number in all 242,171 volumes; between 1800 and

1825 there were formed 179 libraries, now numbering altogether 2,056,113

volumes
;
between 1825 and 1850 there were founded 551 libraries, now

containing an aggregate of 2,807,218 volumes
;
and between 1850 and

1875 there were instituted 2,240 libraries, which now number a total of

5,481,068 volumes.

It is believed that no further summary of these tables is needed.
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LIBRARIES GRADED ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF VOLUMES.

The following table, compiled from the general table at the end of

this volume, shows by States, in sixteen classes, the number of public
libraries in the United States, numbering 500 volumes or more, ai-

ranged according to the number of volumes in each. There are 2,953

such libraries, with an aggregate of 12,039,724 volumes. Besides these,

there are 724 libraries, mainly formed within a very recent period,

numbering from 300 to 500 volumes each, and containing altogether

237,240 volumes.

It may be remarked in explanation of a slight difference in respect t>

the number of libraries each of which numbers 10,000 volumes or more,
between the following table and the comparative table in an earlier part

of this chapter, that while in the following table the libraries of sti

dents' societies in colleges are kept distinct from the college libraries

proper, in the former they were necessarily combined with the college

libraries for the purpose of uniformity in comparison. For this reasoi:

the number of libraries of the class named is slightly larger in th

former table.
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CLASSIFIED TABLE OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

The classification adopted in the following table, though not in all

respects satisfactory, is the best that much study has suggested, Re-

specting some of the classes, a few words of explanation are necessary.

Academy and school libraries. This class comprises those of all

schools except colleges and professional schools including seminaries

and institutes for the higher education of women, business colleges,

normal schools, academies, and high schools, but not of common or dis-

trict schools, save in a few instances, which do not materially modify
the figures.

Society libraries. This class includes only the libraries belonging to

students' societies in colleges.

Scientific. In this class are grouped the libraries of schools of science,

including colleges of agriculture and mechanic arts, and of scientific

societies*

Public. Into this class are brought all libraries open to the public

without charge or for a nominal fee only.

Social libraries. These include athenaeums, young men's associations

and institutes, and subscription libraries generally.

Asylums and reformatories. The libraries of this class comprise those

of all asylums, hospitals, workhouses, reform schools, and prisons.

Miscellaneous. There are many libraries so individual in character

that it has seemed impracticable to assign them properly to any one of

sixteen classes, and they are, therefore, reluctantly classed as miscel-

laneous, though it must not be understood that this term always applies

to the contents of the collections. The number under this head might
have, been considerably reduced by forming another class, including the

libraries of secret and benevolent societies and associations
;
but these

latter are so numerous and libraries so generally distributed among
them that it was thought such a classification would be little, if any,

more satisfactory and definite than the one adopted.
For convenience the table is arranged by States as well as classes,

and includes all libraries numbering 300 volumes and upward. It ac-

counts for 3,682 libraries of all classes, which number in the aggregate

12,U7l>,{Mi4 volumes, an average of about 3,334 volumes for each library.

Of the whole number of libraries included in the table, 742 of the circulat-

ing libraries in 1874-75 reported the average number of volumes yearly

taken out by readers, giving an aggregate of 8,879,869 volumes, nearly

lL',000 volumes each.

As this table is itself a summary, no further explanation regarding it

seems necessary. The aim has been to insert no item that is not signifi-

cant, and, on the other hand, to omit none essential to the reader who

desires to ascertain the number, kind, and extent of our public libraries.
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LIBRARY FUNDS.

The following table is presented with reluctance. Stated brielly, :;."

libraries report permanent funds, amoanting to $6,105,581 in the

gate ; 1,364 report that they have no permanent funds; and l.'.HJO, c

siderably more than one half, do not report either way, The incomplete
ness of the statement detracts greatly from its value and renders

unsatisfactory ; though, having been prepared from special returns and

from such printed reports as could be consulted with a feeling of con-

fidence, it may be relied on as substantially correct, so far as it goe*.

It should be remarked that the value of lands and buildings, unless

yielding a revenue, is not included in the following statement.

If one chose' he might with some reason conjecture, taking the follow

ing table as a basis, that the permanent funds of American public librn

ries aggregate about $12,000,000; he might be nearly collect, and it i

possible that he would be millions wide of the mark.

The truth is that in the present state of library reports there is hardly

a more difficult and thankless task than to undertake to prepare an ac-

ceptable statement of the finances of public libraries. The printed

reports of some afford clear and intelligible statements of their funds,

income, and expenditures; others may, perhaps, be comprehended by
their makers; while others can hardly be intelligible to anyone.
The above criticism is true in a less degree of the latest reports than

in respect to those of former years, and a reasonable hope is cherished

that the improvement will continue in future in a greater ratio than it

has been manifested in the past; for it must be remembered that an

immense multiplication of public libraries has taken place within a few

years, calling to the desk of the librarian many hundreds necessarily

unskilled in their duties, and it. is perhaps to be wondered that so much

has been done so well, rather than that much has been ill done or entirely

neglected. As they gain experience librarians will, doubtless, rea

more fully the importance to themselves and their libraries of keeping
more complete statistics.
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CLASSIFIED STATISTICS OF SIXTY-TWO LIBRARIES.

The following table shows the number of volumes, the yearly circu

lation, the yearly additions, the ainpunt of permanent fund, the total

yearly income, the yearly expenditures for books, periodicals, and hind-

ing, and the yearly expenditures for salaries and incidentals of (VI libra-

ries, with the unavoidable exceptions arising from incomplete returns.

No report of the yearly use by readers was made by 11 reference and '1

circulating libraries, which contain altogether 514,55)2 volumes.

The 62 libraries number in the aggregate 2,095.760 volumes. The 49

libraries reporting the yearly circulation contain altogether 2,181, 10H

volumes, and there were taken out by readers in the year, 4,455.51 1

volumes, or more than 200 per cent. To 60 libraries, numbering in the

aggregate 2,670,700 volumes, there were added in the year 154.024 vol-

umes, or nearly 6 per cent., while two of the libraries do not report the

increase, if any. Permanent funds are reported by 43 libraries, and

amount in the aggregate to $2,378,655 ;
of the remaining libraries 15

report no permanent fund and four furnish no report. The total \eaily

income reported by 61, from all sources, is $799,256; while one, though
not stating whether it has any income or not, evidently receives funds

from some source, having expended $4,278 within the year. The yearly

outlay for books, periodicals, and binding was reported by 56 libraries.

and amounted to a total of $278,318; of the six which did not report

this item, two had been established but little more than a year. The

aggregate amount paid on account of salaries and incidental expenses

by 58 libraries was ><407,555; from four no report was received.
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BENEFACTIONS TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

It was designed to present a tabular view of the benefactions to

public libraries, and strenuous efforts Uave been made to ^atlier Un-

necessary data for that purpose; but as it is found impracticable on

account of its incompleteness to classify and tabulate properly tlu-

information received respecting the numerous gifts, it lias been decided

to substitute the following summary, showing, by States, the amount of

the several benefactions, including gifts of. money, land, and buildings.

prepared from the special returns received, and from such print ei

reports as were found available for the purpose :

California, $l,02J,00(); Connecticut, $773,007; Delaware, $17,000;

District of Columbia, $25,000; Georgia, 80:5.500; Illinois, 82,044,050;

Indiana, $150,000; Iowa, $13,850 ; Kansas, $500; Louisiana, 815,000;

Maine, $135,950; Maryland, $1,420,500; Massachusetts, 82.UO.UOO

Minnesota, $15,300; Missouri, $194,037; Nebraska, $1,100; New Hamp
shire, $58,379; New Jersey, $410,750; New York, $2,1)42,272; Ohio,

$197,500; Oregon, $250; Pennsylvania, $1,448,473; Rhode Island,

$294,781; South Carolina, $35,000; Tennessee, $450; Texas, $18,000;

Vermont, $74,308 ; Virginia, $20,000; Wisconsin, $0,500; total for the

United States, $14,920,057.

Information, much of which is doubtless reliable, though not in proper
form for use, respecting many gifts not included above, and the fact

that in a majority of instances where lands or buildings have been

given they have simply been so reported, unaccompanied by estimates

of their value, lead to the belief that it is not unsafe to estimate that

he sum above reported does not represent more than about one-halt'

the amount received by the public libraries of the United States from

the benefactions of individuals, or that the real amount is nearer

$30,000,000 than $15,000,000. And this does not include the books

contributed from time to time, the number of which, in the present stat",

of library statistics, it is simply useless to attempt to ascertain or

estimate. Comparatively few libraries have the time to make an

accurate return of such gifts covering the whole lifetime of their libra-

ries, and many are debarred from doing so by imperfection or loss of

records.

It is fairly estimated that, of the gifts of money, land, and buildings

above recorded, at least five-sixths have been received within the last

thirty-five years.

It must be remembered that the above figures rigorously exclude all

grants or other Government, State, or municipal aid, and include on

private benefactions.

LOSS AND WEAR OF BOOKS IN CIRCULATION.

The following table has been prepared to show the losses sustained bv

public libraries through the negligence, dishonesty, or other default >f
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borrowers, and through the ordinary wear of books in circulation. The
statistics of twenty three libraries for different periods varying from one

to eighteen years are presented. These libraries are conducted in the

most liberal spirit as regards affording facilities to borrowers
; many of

them are free to all the inhabitants of the towns and cities in which they
arc situated; some of them are in small towns, others in large cities;

they reach all classes of population in city and country ;
of all trades and

occupations, and all grades of culture and refinement.

The table shows that out of a total circulation of 6,475,346 volumes?

I5,o<>8 were lost through borrowers, and 9,089 were worn out, being a

total loss of 12,157 volumes, or less than two-tenths of one per cent., a

considerably smaller percentage than the loss of a like amount of paper

currency in circulation during the same period. And it appears that

nearly three times as many books wear out in honorable service as are

lost through carelessness and dishonesty.
This seems to prove three things; first, that the borrowers from

American public libraries are decently honest; second, that they appre-
ciate and treat, as they deserve, the books they read; third, that the

administration of these twenty-three public libraries, at least, is effi-

cient and vigilant.

These things being true, it appears that the managers of all public
libraries need not hesitate to open wide their doors and bid the public
enter. Fidelity to their trust does not require that the way of the reader

should be hedged about by illiberal restraints and requirements, but

is consistent with his most liberal treatment.
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/>> and wear of books in circulation of twenty-three libraries.

Place.
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be noted as particularly true now tbat readers often take what they can

get instead of what they would best like.

It is rare to find two libraries, unless tbey were arranged by the same

person, that present tbe same classification of books. Diversity of classi -

ficatiou, arising usually 'from considerations of convenience, doubtless

well enough in itself, is fatal to any attempt at combining statistics

so that they will show truly the percentage of different kinds of books
read. The remoter question of the assignment of books to classes

for what one librarian classes as Science, another may class as Theol-

ogy, and what he calls Science a third may call Philosophy need not

In; discussed here. There are difficulties enough in the case already.
The following classification has been adopted for the purpose of keep-

ing statistics of circulation in the Chicago Public Library, viz : History
and biography ; voyages and travels

;
science and art

; poetry and

drama; German, French, and Scandinavian literature
5 English prose

fiction and juveniles ;
miscellaneous seven in all.

The same classification was adopted for the Cincinnati Public

Library.

The Mercantile Library of San Francisco is divided into 14 classes, viz :

Romance; juvenile; travels; biography; belles-lettres; science; history;

poetry; miscellaneous; Spanish; French; German; religion; periodicals.

The Mercantile Library of Baltimore enumerates 16 classes, viz : Art
and architecture; arts and sciences; biography; drama; essays; history;

medicine; natural history; philology; philosophy; poetry; politics; poly-

graphs: prose fiction; theology; voyages and travels.

Tin; Mercantile Library of New York is divided into 10 classes, viz :

Arts; biography; history, geography and travels; literature; mathe-

matics; medical sciences
;
mental and moral science; natural sciences j

political science; theology.

The classification of the popular department of the Boston Public
<

entr.il) Library, for the purpose ofkeeping statistics of use, is as follows :

Sciences, arts, professions; American history and politics; foreign history
i ml

]
toll tics; poetry, drama, rhetoric, miscellaneous essays, etc.

; prose
on lor adults; prose fiction for youths; biography; travels, voyages,

>to. ; collections, periodicals, etc.
; French, German, and Italian books

f'ii in all.

The Indianapolis, Ind., Public Library has adopted the following class-

tieation: Fiction
;
German and French

; poetry and drama; science and

iris; voyages and travel
; history and biography ;

miscellaneous.

Sullieient examples have been given to show the hopelessness of any
tiort to reconcile the statistics of circulation of different public libraries

mless greater uniformity of classification is found practicable by libra-

ians.

It may be remarked that so far as the classification is reported by the

mailer public libraries, equal differences appear. The same is true

't' P.ritish Free Libraries, the reports of many of which have been exam-

iied.

.'L> E
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But suppose that all the difficulties of classification had been overcome
y-

that all librarians had agreed to divide literature into the same classes^
and that substantial uniformity of assignment to the different classi-s

had been secured. There is still another difficulty, by no means insi^-

nificant, in the way of finding out what and how much people rea<l|
The volume has thus far been always used as the basis of library stay

tistics a library owns so many volumes, it circulates so many voluimsJ

Now, the number of volumes of books read is no more a true aiij

definite criterion of the actual amount of reading in any departmeal
of literature than is the number of potatoes of all sizes in a barrel tlif

measure of its weight. Popular books, those most read, appear ofteue si

in new editions. The more popular an author, tho, more likely that oaf

may obtain his works, or any separate work, in about as many volurielj
as one chooses. One library will have, say two editions, one in

ou|j

volume, the other in six volumes; a larger library may have a h
ill,

dozen editions of the same author, each comprising a different uuuil ei

of volumes. For instance, there are at least 23 editions of Scott's novels

in the American market, in different styles, comprising 1, 4,0, 10, 12, L'

25, 2G, 48, and 50 volumes, respectively. Cooper's Leather-Stockia

Tales or his Sea Tales may be had in one or five volumes. Nine diffen-i

editions of Bulwer afford choice of his complete works in 1, 22, 23, 2

43, or 46 volumes. Dickens's works may be found in C, 7, 8, 13, 14, 1

17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 28, 29, 30, 34, 35, 55, 5G, or 92 volumes. The Bosta

Athena3um has Dickens's American Notes in 1 and 2 volumes, respee

ively ;
Bleak House in 1 and 4

;
David Copperfield in 1 and 3, etc. ]

the Boston Public Library the reader will find Dickeus's works in J

volumes; he may get a copy of David Coppertield in 1 volume, or 2,

4, as he chooses, and so on. When it is remembered that from 70 to i

per cent, of all the books taken from public libraries comprise work*

fiction, it must be admitted that this matter of different editions cousis

ing of different numbers of volumes presents a practical difficulty of co

siderable moment.

The fifteenth annual report of the Boston Public Library contains scm

interesting statistics of the circulation in that year, prepared by Mi

Winsor, then chairman of the examining committee. Speaking of

relative popularity of different authors as exhibited by the returns ?>;

Winsor said :

Of course, this return must be taken cautiously, as showing the relative popu ri

ofthe several authors. To be accurate, it should be certain that the library is sui

with copies of each relative to the demand
;
and regard must also be had to th

whether an author's works are in one or two volumes, since the return is by vo!

and not by books.

In many libraries the force supplied is only sufficient to attend to tb

ordinary details of administration, though by the application of

such ingenious device as that used by Mr. Poole in the Chicago Pi

Library, the work of keeping the statistics of circulation would cong inu
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but little time. In a letter ou the subject of library statistics, Mr. Poole

writes :

What is needed is some uniform method of keeping statistics of circulation. I keep
i items : 1. History and biography; 2. Voyages and travels; 3. Science and art;

1. Poetry and drama; 5. German, French, and Scandinavian literature; 6. English

prose fiction and juveniles ;
7. Miscellaneous. I have a box with seven compartments,

and, as a book goes out, a pea is dropped by the attendant into one ofthe compartments.
Those peas are counted at night and recorded. If this or some other system could be

rally adopted, we could have some uniform statistics of libraries. Cannot some

uniform system be initiated ? It must be very simple and the classes few, otherwise it

will not be adopted.

It may be remarked that though the classification of books as German
or French, etc., seems natural enough, and the statistics of use of such

books are interesting, they are not congruous with statistics which

divide literature into departments; e.g., to say only that 1,000 French

books have been circulated leaves the fact as to what proportion of

history, biography, etc., they comprise, unknown.

The following statistics are presented with much hesitation and must

be received with great caution.

The classification adopted in the first table is not regarded as a

model, and it is hoped that by comparison of views librarians will be

able to agree on one much better. In several instances the statement

Inis been made up from published reports of the libraries, and related

chisses have been combined in order to preserve uniformity. It is

believed that the average percentage of fiction read is rather under-

stated than placed too high.
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An examination of tbe statistics referred to in the third note to the

foregoing table affords the following results, the figures being percent-]

ages:
East Boston Branch : 1873.

Prose fiction and juveniles 82

History 2

Biography 1

Travels, voyages 3

South Boston Branca :

Fiction and juveniles 78

American history and biography 2-f-

Foreign history and biography 2

Travels, voyages 3+
Roxbury Branch :

Prose fiction and juveniles 80-j-

History

Biography 2+ 3

Travels ". , 4-f- 3+
Brighton Branch, 1874-75 :

Fiction, 84
, biography, travel, and history, 7

; others, 9.

Dorchester Branch, 1874-75 :

Fiction and juveniles, 83 -f- ; history, 2 -f ; biography, 2 -f- ; travels, 3 +.

It is proper that reference should be made to the changes brought;

about in the character of the circulation of the Boston Public Library

by means of the quarterly bulletins and the admirable class catalo.

prepared for readers by Mr. Wiusor, particularly the Class-list of His-

tory, Biography, and Travel. The influence of the last named is th i-

adverted to in the annual report of the library for the year 1874:

In August last, the long delayed consolidated Class-list of Books in History. Hi";,'

raphy and Travel, in the Lower Hall, was ready for the public. The new feature*
io|

popular cataloguing which it presented soon produced the results which were hoped]
for. The notes appended to the principal cross references, and intended to assist

ers in the choice of books, had a very marked effect upon the character of the circa a

tion in the Lower Hall. As these notes were also intended to bring more promineid
before the class of readers which frequents that department the resources of the Iiigl t

classification, of the Bates Hall, a considerable share of the increase of use of that b i

must be ascribed to the influence of these notes, though from statistics it is not eaa r
j

indicate the proportions. In the Lower Hall, however, the figures of the circnlal ion

can be brought to a demonstration. Although but eight months of the year are our

ered by its effects, the returns of the entire year show an increase over last year of l

used in those departments of 75 per cent., while the additional U33 of fiction is less t i;

3 per cent.

It has also resulted in reducing the percentage of fiction issued in the popula

partinent (Lower Hall) of the Central Library to less than 72 per cent, of tin-

issues of that collection, which is several huudredths below the average maiutaine

the past or ordinarily found in free public libraries. Taking the entire reading ol

Central Library, the use of fiction is probably not far from 55 per cent, of the w
issues.

In the report for 1875, the superintendent, referring to the infltie

of the bulletins and of the Class-list of History, Biography, and Tra

remarks :

For the first four months the increase of use of the books in these classes ove

corresponding period of the previous year was about 163 per cent.; and not more

'
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2 or 3 per cent, of this can be attributed to the increased circulation of that depart-
ment. For the next eight months of the year, that is, from September, 1874, to April,

1875, the relative effect was diminished, because the same catalogue was in use the

previous year in corresponding months. With this disadvantage, the accumulative

gain in inciting readers to a better choice of books is shown by an increase of 23 per
cent, in these classes of books, of which not more than 6 or 7 per cent, is due to the

;.il increase of reading. . . . The use of fiction and juveniles has been

reduced dining the year in an unprecedented manner. Having been as high as 78 per

cent., it is now reduced to 69, and the gain has been entirely in the department of

history, biography, and travel.

The following, from the superintendent's monthly report for April,

1870, shows by months the gain in the use of books in the classes of

history, biography, and travel, resulting from the use of the class cata-

logue, and suggests to librarians a practical means of lessening the

demands of readers on the department of fiction and increasing their

requisitions on what may be termed more useful classes of reading :

The relative increase by mouths of the whole circulation [reckoning by books for

homo use returned] of the Lower Hall, and that of those alcoves in it devoted to his-

tory, biography, and travel, over the circulation of corresponding months last year, as

shown in the following table, indicates the results of efforts to induce borrowers to

read less fiction and more of other books, by giving them assistance in the choice of

I looks through the catalogue notes printed in the new Catalogue for Books in the Classes

of History, Biography, and Travel:

- Increase in per cent.
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SO3IE ANALYSES OF LIBRARY REPORTS.

Most people have a superstitious regard for statements expressed by
combinations of Arabic numerals, and accept them with an unfaltering

faith; the array of imposing columns is rarely challenged, and still less

often disturbed. Blank spaces in such columns, however, mar their sym-

metry and evoke criticism. One ingenious statistician recognizing this

fact, and himself disliking the appearance of these spaces, contrived,

it is said, to fill them, and probably few who read, and none who quote,

his figures, know the extent to which his ingenuity was exercised.

The making of a statistical table could not have been particularly dilli-

cult for him, but to one who appreciates the wide difference between

a reported fact and an estimate of what a fact might be, if reported
in other words, the distinction between true and false statistics the

task is anything but easy.

A notice of Khees's Manual of Public Libraries, etc., published in 1804.

contains the following :

The information it embodies, though very valuable and full as regards many libra-

ries, is very incomplete, as may be seen from the fact that, while it gives the namrs uf

2,902 libraries of all sizes, it records the number of volumes in only 1,338 of tln'in,

leaving the large proportion of 1,564 unreported. The failure to respond to circulars

of inquiry was the cause of this deficiency.

Mr. Khees labored under great difficulties, as every one must who
undertakes to explore a new field and gather statistics about anything;
the difficulties had rather increased than diminished, when, in 1S70.

the Bureau of Education began to publish reports of public libraries.

Khees was able to get returns of the number of volumes from only 40

per cent, of the libraries then known to exist; in 1871 the Bureau ot

Education published the number of volumes in nearly 97 per cent, of

the libraries that made reports, indicating a great increase of interest on

the part of librarians.

In 1871 a circular embracing 13 questions was sent to all knowo

public libraries, and answers were received from 180. A brief state-

ment of the results obtained with this small number of inquiries will

indicate in a general way the difficulties attending any effort to present

satisfactory library statistics. The questions related only to the ordi-

nary affairs of a library, and it would seem that all of them might have

been easily answered by each of the libraries reporting. Of the is(i

libraries, however, only three answered all the questions of the circular

The result maybe summed as follows: Total number of questions asked.

2,340; number of the questions answered, 1,654; number of question*-

not answered, 086; percentage of questions answered, 70.6; percental
of the questions not answered, 29.4. The main difficulty is, then, no'

in any disinclination on the part of librarians to furnish some sort dt

statistics of their libraries, but rather in the quite general neglect 01

inability to keep statistics which might enable them to give distinct ii

formation on some of the most important questions of library economy

As, however, but a small part of our libraries furnished statistics fc
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publication in 1871, a further effort was made in 1872 to collect the

statistics of public libraries. A schedule of questions was prepared, after

consultation with experienced librarians. This schedule embraced 71

questions a larger number than any one library, perhaps, could be ex-

pected to answer the evident design being to bring together in one
form the main questions applicable to the affairs of libraries belonging
to different classes and differing in management and purpose. Three
hundred and six libraries responded more or less fully to this series of

questions. An analysis of the returns was carefully prepared, the libra-

ries being, for the sake of convenience, divided into fourteen general
classes. The whole number of questions to each class was, respectively,-

as follows : To free public libraries, 5,112, of which 3,470 were answered
;

but as only 4,752 appeared to be applicable to that class, nearly 93 per
cent, of these were answered

;
in the second class there were 6,235 ques-

tions, 5,865 of which are regarded as applicable, and of these 4,177, or

about 67 per cent., were answered
;
of the third class there were 22 libra-

ries, the number of questions therefor being 1.562, of which 1,472 were

considered pertinent, and of these about 70 per cent, were answered;
there were 29 libraries in the fourth class, and replies were received to

about 57 per cent, of the questions considered applicable; in class five

\vereo libraries, the whole number of questions being 355, and 300 of

them applicable, of which number 232, or more than 77 per cent., were

answered
;
there were 15 of the sixth class; the whole number of ques-

tions therefor was 1,065, and of these 870 are supposed to apply to that

class, which forms a percentage of about 81
;
in the seventh class, mak-

ing but 5 libraries, 305 questions were considered to apply, and of these

a little more than 95 per cent, were answered; in the eighth class were
'

libraries, which it was thought should have replied to 177 of the que-

rie>, when in fact they replied to only a little more than 81 per cent.
;

<>f the whole number of questions considered to apply to the ninth class

7!)2 were answered-, or about 53 per cent.
;
of 12 libraries belonging to

historical societies, (class ten,) 852 questions were asked, 792 of which

were thought to be pertinent, and of these about 53 per cent, were

answered
;
of the libraries of class eleven 69 per cent, answered the

questions considered to be applicable; of the twelfth class 81 per cent.

replied to what were deemed the questions pertinent to that class; of

the thirteenth class 60 per cent, answered. Besides these there were

7 libraries that could not be classified, and for the sake of accuracy it is

not thought best to present any analysis of them.

The following, selected from the elaborate analysis furnished by an

accomplished statistician, will show further results and illustrate the

:> at are of the work. It may bo said that the whole number of questions

subjected to analysis was 32,266, and the proportion of omissions does

not vary materially, from those presented below :

<
t
>u<*ti<i :\. When was the library founded f

This question is npplirabl,- t> all public libraries. Of the 30f libraries reporting,

- ',>r about 7.5 per cent., failed to furnish this information.
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Question 6. Amount of permanent fund ?

Of the 306 libraries reporting, 77, or 25.2 per cent., failed to answer this question ;
229

or 74.8 per cent., having answered. Of the 229 libraries answering this question, 102J
or 44.5 per cent., had each a permanent fund, and 127, or 55.5 per cent., had no perma
nent fund.

The aggregate amount of permanent fund of those answering was $2, 647,737, mak

ing the average to each of the libraries answering this question 11,562 ;
and the averag

to each of the 102 libraries having a fund, s25,958.

Question 7. Amount of annual income ? .

Of the 30(5 libraries reporting, 93, or 30.4 per cent., failed to answer this question ;
215

or 69.6 per cent., answered. Of the 213 libraries answering, 89, or 41.8 per cent., replie

affirmatively, and 124, or 58.2 per cent., replied negatively.

The aggregate amount of income of those answering was $2-13,671, making the averag
to each of the 213 libraries answering this question $1,003, and the average to each o

'

the 89 libraries answering affirmatively, $2,401.

Question 9. Does the library receive State or municipal appropriations ?

Of the 306 libraries reporting, 105, or 34.3 per cent., failed to answer this question

201, or G5.7 per cent., answered. Of the 201 libraries answering, 72 replied affirma-

tively, and 129 negatively.

Question 10. Amount received from donations?

Of the 306 libraries reporting, 140, or 45| per cent., failed to answer this question ;

166, or 54J per cent., answered. Of the 166 libraries answering, 43, or 29 per cent.. hal

received donations; 118, or 71 per cent., had not. The aggregate amount of donation-,

reported was $46,869.

Question 11. Number of volumes in library ?

No library failed to answer this question ;
and the aggregate number of volumes re-

ported by the 306 libraries was 3,9^8,663, making an average for each of 13,063 volume*-.

Question 12. Number of pamphlets in library ?

Of the 308 libraries reporting, 116, or 37.9 per cent., failed to answer this question :

190, or 62.1 per cent., having answered. Of the 190 libraries answering this questioii,

143, or 75.26 per cent., had pamphlets, and 47, or 24.74 per cent., had no pamphlets.
The aggregate number of pamphlets in libraries of those answering was '.'

making the average to each of the 190 libraries answering this question, 4,763, and the

average to each of the 47 libraries having pamphlets, 6,353.

Question 18. Increase of books in year by purchase ?

Of the 306 libraries reporting, 133, or about 43 per cent., failed to answer, and 17:;.-

or about 56J per cent., answered. The aggregate additions to these libraries number* 1

160,695 volumes.

Question 19. Increase of pamphlets iu the year by purchase ?

To this question, 248, or about 81 per cent., of the 306 libraries failed to rospoiu. :

while 58, or about 19 per cent., furnished replies, showing that they had acquired in

the period named, in the aggregate, 11,650 pamphlets.

Question 20. Annual increase of books by donation.

This question was not answered by 154, or about 50 per cent., and was answered 1 y

152, or about 49 per cent., of the 306 libraries
;
the latter proportion reporting, iu the

aggregate, 32,838 volumes received by donation.

Question 21. Number of pamphlets donated.

Of tire 306 libraries, 219, or nearly 72 per cent., did not, and 87, or a little more tl u

28 per cent., did answer this question ;
of the libraries answering the question, 63

ceived such donations, which numbered in the aggregate 42,123 pamphlets.

Question 38. Average number of readers in the year.

Of 'the 306 libraries reporting, 171 libraries, or 56 per cent., failed to answer

question, 135 libraries, or 44 per cent., having ausw,ered.

The aggregate number of readers in the year of those answering was 286,037, m It-

ing the average 2,119 to each of the libraries answering.
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Question 33. Number of subscribers ?

Of the 308 libraries reporting, 161, or 53 per cent., failed to answer this question ; 145,

or 47 per cent., answered. Of the 145 libraries answering, 108, or 74 per cent., reported

subscribers, and 37, or 26 per cent., had no subscribers. The aggregate number of sub-

scribers of those answering was 83,023, making the average to each of the libraries

having subscribers 573.

Qni'xtion 41. Annual subscription ?

Of the 303 libraries reporting, 167 libraries, or 55 per cent., failed to answer this

question ; 139, or 45 per cent., answered. Of the 139 libraries answering, 119, or 86 per

cent., described themselves as subscription libraries, and 20, or 14 per cent., required no

subscription.

The average subscription for each individual to the 119 libraries of this class answer-

ug was S3.55.

(Jiu-xtion 46. Average weekly circulation of books ?

Of the 308 libraries reporting, 119, or 39 per cent., failed to answer this question ;

1-7, or 61 per cent., answered. Of the 187 libraries answering, 180, or 96 per cent.,

were lending libraries.

The aggregate weekly circulation of those answering was 123,817, making the aver-

each of the libraries answering this question 634, and the average to each of the

1
W

circulating libraries 721 volumes.

<Jm:xtion 48. Average weekly number of books used at library ?

Of the 308 libraries reporting, 247, or 81 per cent., failed to answer this question;

.7.1,
or 19 per cent., answered. Of the 59 libraries answering, 45, or 76 per cent., replied

that books were used at the library, and 14, or 24 per cent., replied that no books were

so usi.'d.

The aggregate number of books per week of those answering was 24,472, making the

average to each of the 59 libraries answering this question 415, and the average to

i of the 45 libraries reporting books so used, 5,447.

(Jinx/inn 58. Does the library invite readers and borrowers to nominate books for

purchase, .'

Of the 306 libraries reporting, 87, or 28.4 per cent., failed to answer this question ;

~r., or 71.0 per cent., answered. Of the 219 libraries answering, 190, or 83.8 per cent.,

replied aflirmatively, and 29, or 13.2 per cent., replied negatively.
<
t
>ni'*tion 05. Is the library subject to State or municipal taxation f

<>i I lie, 306 libraries reporting, 45, or 14.7 per cent., failed to answer this question ;

T <.:{ per cent., answered. Of the 261 libraries answering, 21, or 8 percent.,

replied alh'rmatively, and 240, or 92 per cent., replied negatively.
</iow 06. Does the library own its building f

01 I lie :;oo libraries reporting, 92, or 30 per cent., failed to answer this question ; 214,

or TII per cent., answered. Of the 214 libraries answering, 75, or 35 per cent., replied in

iilirmal ivc, and 139, or 65 per cent., replied in the negative.

'."" '<" 08. Ls the building fire-proof f

ot the 300 libraries reporting, 43, or 14 per cent., failed to answer this question ; 263,
>r ~ti per cent., answered. Of the 263 libraries answering, .">(),

or 19 per cent., reported
lliat Mick buildings were, tire-proof; 209, or 79.5 percent., reported that their building
were not tin-proof; and

1, or 1.5 per cent., reported that their buildings were "nearly''

file-proof.

Viii-xtitm 70. Annual cost of administration T

Of the HIM; libraries report ing, 97 libraries, or 31.7 per cent., failed to answer this

question; -Jill) libraries, or 68.3 per cent., answered. Of the 'J0; libraries answering,

l'-'l, 01 '.H.I p,. r cent., reported thjs item, and 18 libraries, or 8.0 percent., reported that

Hit-re \\.is no expenditure, for administration. The total cost of administration of the

libraries reporting was
s;,:;n.-j'.)4, the average for the 191 libraries severally reporting

the. annual cost brin.u >-.',77U.
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SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES BY THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT I uit

LIBRARIES AND SUNDRY PUBLICATIONS, FRO.M 1800 TO 1874.

In presenting the foregoing statement, prepared in the Department
of the Treasury at the request of the Bureau of Education, through the

honorable Secretary of the Interior, but a single remark is necessary.

Captain Bayley, under whose immediate direction the statement was

made up, while willing to vouch for its correctness so far as it goes,

notes the fact that it is necessarily incomplete, owing to the manner <>f

keeping the accounts in the earlier days of the Government. Many
books have been bought in all previous years for the different Depart
inents of the Government which, for the want of a definite appropriation

for that specific purpose, have been charged to general objects; and

hence such expenditures cannot be made to appear in the statement. Tin-

aggregate expenditure reported above for these objects is $3,326,497.70.



CHATTER XXXVIII.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF TEN PRINCIPAL CITIES.

BY SEVERAL, CONTRIBUTORS.

I. PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF BALTIMORE.

BY G. t,. SMITH.

PEABODY INSTITUTE OF THE CITY OF BALTIMORE.

The institute was founded in 1857, by George Peabody, then of London.
In that year he selected twenty-five prominent gentlemen of Baltimore

to be trustees of the institute and placed in their hands $350,000 ;
his

further gifts of money and bonds increased the total endowment to

$1,400,000.

A lot of ground including two dwelling houses was purchased, for the

sum of $100,547.83, and the first wing, fronting on Mount Vernon Place,
was commenced in 1858. This wing, built of white marble, was com-

pleted in 1801, and cost, with furniture, $182,000.
In May, 18G1, the building was ready for use, and the first librarian

of the institute. Rev. Dr. John G. Morris, entered upon his duties.

Tlie first books received were the works of John Adams, in ten vol-

umes, presented by Hon. Anthony Kennedy. This year was devoted

l>y the librarian to the preparation of an index of books to be purchased,

comprehending about fifty thousand volumes, to form the nucleus of a

library of reference. It was intended to embrace the best editions of

the standard authors and classics in all branches of knowledge, and

preference was to be given to the latest and most critical of each.

Dictionaries, encyclopaedias, gazetteers, and the important works on

philology were to be procured at once, and made accessible to students.

For the first year the library grew but slowly; the work of preparing
!'<>! and planning the organization, studying library economy, furnishing
I he apartments, and conferring with librarians in the centres of learn-

ing, occupied all the time of the librarian, so that during 18G1 only one

hundred and thirteen volumes were collected. In 1802 the librarian

was aided by an assistant, and the work in the library was regularly

earried on. Dr. Morris visited Philadelphia, New York, and Boston,
and bought several large boxes of books. The yearly growth of the

library and the total expenses are shown in the tables following.

In October, 18GG, the library was first formally opened to the public.
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with a librarian and two assistants, and was kept open daily thereafter

from 9 a. m. till 4 p. m. From November, 1867, to November, 1872, the

librarian had three assistants, and since then has had five. The library

contains 57,458 volumes, and 8,298 unbound pamphlets, besides those

which are bound in classes and included in the count of volumes. One
hundred and twenty periodicals are regularly taken, of which thirty-

three are American, forty-six English, twenty-four French, sixteen

German, and one Italian. Besides these, the publications of learned

societies and works issued by literary clubs and associations in various

languages, amount to one hundred and sixty-six, making a total of two

hundred and eighty-six serials, costing $1,449.28 a year.

The following figures show the ratio between the number of readers

and the number of volumes used :

Tear. Persons. Volume.-.

1871
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The library is used entirely for reference, and is open, free to every-

body, during the winter from a. in. till 10 p. m., and in the summer
from a. m. till 6 p. m.

It has sets of United States, British, and French patents.

The bibliographical collection, comprises about one-seventh of the

entire library. Headers are requested to name books of which they
themselves have felt the need or desire.

There is an extensive card catalogue of the books, pamphlets, maps,

etc., arranged alphabetically, both according to subjects and authors,
but as yet no printed catalogue.

The library owns its own building, which is not fire-proof.

The chief librarian, at present Mr. P. K. Uhler, is chosen by the

board of trustees, to whom and through the provost he is responsible.

For the annual cost of administration, etc., see the annexed table.

Liberal provision has been made since I860 for supplying the public
with a yearly course of lectures. Distinguished men in every depart-
ment of literature, science, and art, have been engaged ;

and the in-

creased interest in subjects hitherto considered too abstruse for pop-
ular lectures shows what a means of general culture these discourses

have proved. The trustees have carried out Mr. Peabody's design as

nearly as possible in making the lectures almost free, $1.50 being all

that is charged for the entire course of over thirty lectures, or less than

~> cents for each lecture. The same may be said of the beneficial effects

of its Conservatory of Music. Symphony concerts were almost un-

known in Baltimore before the establishment of the Conservatory.

Although these concerts were at first unappreciated, the present
standard of popular taste demands the highest excellence in this de-

partment, t

The Academy of Art is yet in an incipient state, though there are

many valuable additions made to it every year.
For statistics in these departments see the table annexed.
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Year.
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The first course of lectures was begun December 1, 1840, ou which

occasion lion. John Quincy Adams delivered a lecture on Society and
Civilization. This course, which proved to be a pecuniary success,

was followed by others; and the association has ever since used every

opportunity to provide lectures and readings of the highest merit for

the people of Baltimore. At its organization the association occupied
rooms on the corner of Baltimore and Holliday streets. After several

removals it finally took possession of its present apartments in the

Atliena'iim building, for which this and other associations had solicited

subscriptions from citizens of Baltimore, and which was formally dedi-

cated October 23, 1848.

The library is open during the summer months from 9 a. m. to 10 p.

in., and during the winter from 10 a. m. to 10 p. m. In 1873 it was

opened on Sundays from 2 to 10 p. m., but the small attendance did not

justify this innovation, and in June its privileges were again restricted

to secular days. The use of the library is extended to the families of

the members; and being both a circulating and reference library, a

subscriber may take books home, or a clerk, who has no congenial

companions at his boarding house, may enjoy them in the comfort-

able reading rooms of the association. Though there are but 1,648 sub-

subscribers, the number of visitors during a year is from 15,000 to 20,000,
;iml the circulation of books about 35,000. Subscribers are allowed to

take one volume at a time or two of a set; and a e requested to name
any book they would like the library to obtain. It contains 31,032 vol-

umes, exclusive of 2,500 duplicates. Of these 400 volumes contain 6,000

pamphlets bound in classes. Twelve hundred foreign and American
books and 500 pamphlets are added to the collection every yoar; about

I."DO of the one and 150 of the other are purchased by the association,

ami the rest are donations. Of the 31,032 volumes, 600 are in foreign

and 590 in modern European languages. There are 1,200 volumes ou

scientific subjects; 75 per cent, of the books borrowed are English

prose fiction. The oldest book in the library was published in 1493.

The bibliographical collection is very small. It has a printed cata-

logue of a portion of the books and a manuscript catalogue of all,

arranged alphabetically, according to subjects and authors.

The library is exempt from taxation. Mr. John W. M. Lee is chief

librarian, and has three assistants. The annual cost of administration

is $2,400. Some attempts were made by this association to start (Jas-.->

in French and (lerinan, but they proved unsuccessful.

The terms of membership are as follows: Perpetual membership.

nanslerable, $100; life membership, $50 ;
annual honorary, *5 : annual

proprietary, s,">
; annual employ.', .<;.

Following is a tabular statement showing what the association has

done since its foundation, as nearly as could be ascertained from the

records.
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MARYLAND INSTITUTE FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE MECHANIC ARl4.

Tliis is a name that has been applied to two different associations

which have existed in this city. The earlier was primarily due to the

exertions of John II. B. Latrobe, Fielding Lucas, jr., and others, who
called a meeting in 1825. This society was incorporated in 182C, ;u 1

continued with great success until February, 1835; when the buildin

occupied by the institute, called the Athemeum, and situated ou the

southwest corner of St. Paul and Lexington streets, was burned, an I

the entire property of the old Maryland Institute was destroyed.
In November, 1847, a call was issued, signed by Benjamin S. Benson,

and G9 others, for a meeting of all persons favorable to forming a Me-

chanics' Institute. At this meetjug, which was held December 1, 1847,
John II. B. Latrobe delivered an address explanatory of the purposes
of the meeting. Eighty names were then enrolled and a committee aj

pointed to draught a form of constitution. The committee made a report

on the 22d of the same month, and the constitution submitted was

unanimously adopted. The first election of officers took place the 12th

of January, 1848, and the 19th of the same month the board met anJ

organized. Its first exhibition was held in Washington Hall in October,

184S, and met with great success, as did those of the two following yeara

held in the same place. After the first year of the formation of the in

stitute, the managers made great efforts to procure a site for a buildiu?

adapted to their various wants. The enterprise of constructing tie

building on the site of the Upper Centre Market owes much to the energy
of-Benjamin S. Benson, to the citizens of Baltimore, (who, having ;i(

heart the success of the institute subscribed liberally to stock iu tie

hall,) and to the mayor and city council of Baltimore, which latter

assented to the use of the site, and appropriated $15,001) for the enter

prise.

The objects of the institute made it necessary to form a library, and

by donations and purchases the nucleus of the present library

formed. When the institute moved from the old post-office building

into the new one in 1851, the library, which then numbered about -."> '0

volumes, was placed in the third story, but the inconveniences \vlii h

attended so elevated a position necessitated its removal to its prese nt

location. At this time it was kept open from 4 to 6 and from 7 to

p. m., and the report states that there were 592 readers who used Hit

library.

The library was and is now supported almost entirely by subscript ii

The price at first was $2 initiation fee, and $3 per annum for senior mem

bers, and one-half of these sums for junior members; the latter class u

niately including women. At present the fees are 5 per annum
senior and $3 for junior members.

In January, 1853, the number of volumes had increased to 3,600; a

iu 1856 there were 5,245, divided as follows : Science, art, mechani s,
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and works of reference, 570
;
law and public documents, 1,800 ;

and mis-

cellaneous books available for circulation, 12,875. The readers num-
bered about 1,000; and the number of volumes circulated during the

year was about 20,000. In 1857, the late W. Prescott Smith became
chairman of the library committee, and under his direction efforts were

made to increase the library. Subscriptions of money and contributions

of books were solicited. The result was that a cash fund of 65,000 was

raised, and 1,500 volumes and 050 pamphlets contributed. The number
of volumes had increased at the end of this year to 10,759. There are

at present about 17,000 volumes and 1,GOO readers, with a weekly aver-

age issue of 850 books. The relative numbers of books read may be

stated as follows : Fiction, f; history and biography,^; science and

art, -jJ4 ;
and the remainder miscellaneous.

The library is now open in summer from 9 a. in. to 8 p. m., and in win-

ter from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m. Members and their families have the privi-

lege of drawing one book at a time, and can keep the same two weeks.

The members are entitled, on payment of the fees, to the privileges ot

the exhibitions and lectures, and by the payment of the small additional

ices to any of the schools of the institute. The library has a full set of

I'nited States patents, and a very small bibliographical collection. It is

not .subject to taxation, having been exempted from it by its act of incor-

poration. The librarian is chosen by the board of managers, and is

responsible to the library committee. The catalogue, which was printed

many years ago, is alphabetical by subjects.

Exhibitions. In 1851 the first exhibition was held in the present hall.

John P. Kennedy delivered the opening address. The exhibition was
\cry successful. It was visited by the President of the United States,

Ins Cabinet, and other distinguished persons. These annual exhibi-

tions continued to be successful for several years, and were largely de-

pended upon as a source of revenue from which to support the other

departments, but of late years the public interest in them has been on
the. wane, and the receipts have come short of the expenditure.

Ln-tni-cx. Each winter since the inauguration of the institute a course

ul' lectures has b<seu provided for the membership, which has embraced
some of the most eminent names in the professional and scientific world.

This has always been one of the most attractive inducements to member-

ship, and the large crowds which have invariably attended attest the

interest of members.
In 1852, in honor of a liberal donation from Hon. Thomas Swann. it was

resolved to establish a Swann professorship of chemistry. This \\a-

'd in charge of Campbell Morfit, who resigned before an\ thing

tical could be accomplished. Dr. Snowden I'iggott was then ap-

pointed, who formed a class of 63 students, to whom thim-six lectures

'\ere delivered, the price for the course being $1. Dr. Piggoti reined.
uid Prof. Lewis II. Steiner was appointed to the chair. The course of

<eholastic lectures was abandoned for some unknown reason, and a
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popular course substituted. Dr. E. A. Aikin was the next incumbeir

Nothing new occurred under his regime. Prof. Harry White, on tl

retirement of Dr. Aikin, was next appointed, and inaugurated a scho

of practical analytical chemistry. The department is now in charge
Prof. William P. Touey, under whose care it is making considrrab

progress. The terms are $15 per quarter.

Book keeping. A class in book-keeping and penmanship was csta

lished in 1856, which at first was quite successful, but afterward frll into

a very languishing condition. It is at present, however, very Hourish.

ing. The school is in charge of Prof. James It. Webster, aud there ate

130 pupils. Terms, $5 for a session of four months.

SCHOOL OF DESKJN.

This school was first opened in the present building in 1851, with

William Minifie as principal. There were 332 pupils. The school wits

originally intended for the junior members of the institute, who were

admitted free. But it was ascertained that a great many of them came

out of idle curiosity, aud were inclined to devote their time to mischir

rather than to study. This was shown by the fact that at the bi'g

of the session of 1852 there were 1,103 applicants for seats. The whole

resources of the building were taxed to accommodate them, but they ft 1

off in their attendance so rapidly that at the end of the session there

were only 300. In order to furnish better facilities for those who iv.ilh

attended for study, it was determined to make the small charge of *\.->'

in addition to that for membership. This had the desired effect, anr

the next year there were 254 pupils.

In 1856 a day school was established for women and girls. There \\ o

at first 63 pupils, and it has been very successful ever since. Many ol

the graduates are earning good salaries by the practice of the art they

learned here. In 1857 the first Peabody premiums were distribatid

amounting to $500, which sum Mr. Peabody made arrangements to co i

tinue annually. The number of pupils at present is 450 in the nig!ir

school, and 75 in the day school.

A class for instruction in modeling in clay has recently been formed

and promises to develop much talent.

This school has educated many trained artisans belonging to the poorer

classes of society, and therefore justly claims to be an important t;n

tor in social reform. Its graduates occupy honored and lucrative posi-

tions as engineers, architects, artists, etc., in this country and in Euro

In addition to the principal, there are eleven assistants. The expei

of the school, after deducting the receipts for tuition, is about '1,"

yearly.

Membership of the Institute. In 1851, there were 632 members;

1852, there were 1,762; and the membership at present is about -."( ''

Two thirds of this number are junior members.



Public Libraries of- Ten Principal Cities. 847

THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF BALTIMORE.

lu December, 1795, some gentlemen of Baltimore Town became im-

pressed with a seuse of the benefits of a public library, and drew up a

plan for oue which they submitted to several citizens. It was proposed
to make a stock company, and provided that every person regularly ad-

mitted to membership should be entitled to one $20 share. Every regu-
lar member was required to contribute $4 per annum for each share he

possessed. The books and effects of the company constituted the joint

property, and any member was at liberty to transfer his share with the

restriction that, except in case of will or descent, the name of the person
in whose favor the transfer was made should be approved by the board

of directors. No person was allowed to subscribe for more than one

share, or acquire others save by inheritance; he was still entitled to

but one vote.

In a very few days 59 persons subscribed, and a meeting was called

December, 1795, cf which Right Itev. Dr. John Carroll was chairman.

The library was opened to the members October, 1790, at the house of

Mr. Williams, on Lemon street, and the company was incorporated by
act of the legislature dated January 20, 1797. In this way was estab-

lished the first public library of Baltimore. In 1800, it numbered about

1,000 volumes, gradually increasing until it formed a fine collection

<f the best works of the day and age, which, in the year 1855, was

merged and is still preserved in the collection of the Maryland His-

torical Society. Later there was a provision made in the constitution

for those who did not wish to become stockholders by which they could

enjoy the privileges of the library by the payment of $3.50 for six

months or $0 for a year. Through the co-operation of this company
with the Historical Society and the Mercantile Library Association, the

Athena-urn building was built and paid for. This edifice was dedicated

October 23, 1848, and accommodates the three above named libraries,

i lie two former now included in the Historical Society. The Library

Company adopted the circulating library plan. It contained at the

time of its transfer to the Historical Society about 8,000 volumes, not

including pamphlets or manuscripts, of which there were but few. The
la>t, printed catalogue was issued in 1809, and there is now only a maim-

catalogue, arranged alphabetically .according to authors.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

In .January, 1844, eighteen or twenty gentlemen met in a room of the

old post-office- building to organ i/e a society for collecting the scattered

materials of the early history of Maryland, a'nd for collateral objects.

I'lie organization was completed at the first meeting, and a constitution

;mil by-laws adopted. At the next meeting John Spear Smith TOfl
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elected president, John Van Lsar M;-M thon, (the historian of Man
land,) vice-president, and Stephen Collins, librarian.

The establishment of this society give a stimulus to literary taste i

Baltimore which induced nearly all the gentlemen in professional ami
mercantile life noted for cultivation to become members. In the spring
of 1848 the society moved into the Athenamm building, which is lu-l

for it in perpetuity by trustees, under a charter granted by the legisla

ture of Maryland, December, 1845. The old Baltimore Library Cora -

pany and the Mercantile Library Association united with the Historical

Society in soliciting subscriptions from the public for the building, am
at its dedication, October 23, 1848, it was all paid for. When the I5al-

tirnore Library Company became unable to sustain itself, in the yea
-

1855, its collection of books and its interest in the Athenaeum build-

ing were conveyed to the Historical Society, with the understanding
that the rights and privileges of the society were to be extended to

the members of the Baltimore Company. The collections in all depart-

ments had rapidly increased in number and value. After removing to

this building, the fine arts department was added, and a. large gallery

built for the accommodation of pictures, and yearly exhibition of such

meritorious works as might be obtained from artists and collector.--.

With the profits of these exhibitions a number of copies of masterpiece <

of the Italian school were purchased. In 1867 Mr. Peabody made the

society a gift of $20,000.
The library contains nearly 15,000 volumes of select books, 140 volumes

of pamphlets arranged in classes and 700 not yet arranged, a great num-

ber of manuscripts, one of the most complete sets of United States

documents in existence, and by far the largest collection of Maryland

newspapers anywhere to be found.

The library was originally a circulating, but has gradually become a

reference library, and since the transfer of the Baltimore Library Com-

pany has been opened to the public from 10 a. in. to 2 p. in., the members

only being allowed to draw books. Not more than 50 books a year ate

withdrawn.

There are about 200 members, and the annual subscription fee is

The average yearly number who use the library is about 1,000. 'I

collection includes a set of United States patents, a very small bib

graphical collection, and a manuscript catalogue arranged alphabetica y

according to authors. It was exempted from taxation by the act of

corporation.

The library owns the building it occupies, employs one librarian. :

the total cost of administration is $1,501) per year.

GENERAL SOCIETY FOR -AID OF MECHANICS, (ALLGEMHINKK r.NTI

STUTXUNGS-VEREIN FUR KRANKE ARBEITER.)

This society was formed in 185L, and the library received its first

pet us about this time from a gift of a few hundred volumes by a socid y



Public Libraries of Ten Principal Cities. 849

of the same kind which had recently been disbanded. It now contains

about 3,000 volumes of German literature and standard works. The

society consists of 1.000 members, who each pay twenty cents per year
toward the support of the library. The circulation is from 10,000 to

12,000 volumes a year.

MARYLAND STATE NORMAL SCHOOL LIBRARY.
i

This library was begun with the school itself in 1865, and, although
there are at present but 1,700 volumes, every book has been so judi-

ciously selected that teachers and pupils find on its shelves almost every
book of reference they need. The library is especially rich in works on

English literature and science.

MARYLAND ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.

Formed in 1863, the academy was incorporated in 1867, Philip T.

Tyson being chosen first president.

The library, based on a collection left by Evan T. Ellicott, numbers
over 600 volumes. It is kept in the hall of the Academy of Sciences and
used by the members for reference. There is no regular appropriation
tor increase. The present librarian is Mr. A. M. Smith.

LIBRARY COMPANY OF THE BALTIMORE BAR.

This library was formed in 1840 and incorporated in 1841. Judge

George W. Brown, of the city court, was its originator. The library is

supported, by the subscriptions of its members. It is intended for the

exclusive use of members of the Baltimore bar, and books cannot be

taken from the library room except for use in court, and then only by
members or a judge of some court sitting in Baltimore.

When the constitution was first adopted, it was signed by 66-of the

most prominent members of the Baltimore bar, and at present there are

I'SO mem hers.

Tin- library numbers 7,000 volumes, exclusive of pamphlets; the

yearly increase is about 100 volumes. The leading law periodicals
of tli is country and Europe may be found in the reading room. Orig-

inally there was an admission fee of $20, and a yearly subscription fee

'of $10. At present the only charge is a subscription fee of $15.

Tin-re is a printed catalogue of the library published in 18(50, arranged

alphabetically according to authors.

The chief librarian is Mr. Daniel T. Chandler.

LIBRARY OF THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS.

The project of establishing a library in connection with the order

iwas first suggested by James L. Kidgely in 1836. In February, 1S40,

la committee, was appointed to visit each lodge and ascertain what it

would give in money or books. In December of that year enough ma-

54 E
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terial having been collected to establish the library on a permauen
basis, a standing committee was organized by the election of perm anen
officers and the adoption of by-laws and rules. Two librarians for ca -1

week, who gave their time without compensation, were elected from tb

committee. Gifts of books and money were made by lodges and mem
bers and by many prominent citizens who had no connection with th

order. The library also derived assistance from public lectures, con-

certs, etc., and in March, 1846, it was decided to secure a permaw ut

revenue by taxing each member 25 cents a year. The books are v< ry

systematically arranged and thoroughly classified. The number of vol-

umes in English is 10,835, and in German 9,000. The number taken out

during the year is 15,753 a weekly average of 302 volumes.

BALTIMORE NORMAL SCHOOL (COLORED.)

The library of this school was founded when the school was built

1864, .and was the result of contributions by citizens of Baltimore anil

other places. It .consists of 1,000 volumes, comprising standard works)
books of reference, juvenile literature, and English prose fiction.

The pupils of the school have free use of the library, and are allowed

to take out one book at a time, and to keep it one week. The additiom]
to the library are through private contributions.

LIBRARY AT THE FRIENDS' ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL.

This library belongs to the Friends' Literary Association, whicl]
meets every week in the lecture room of the school. Though the asso

ciatiou is an old one and had a number of books previous to the for

mation of the library, the latter was not founded until 1843. The objec!

of the society is to furnish suitable reading for the members of the con

gregation, but of late years its privileges have been extended toth
;

pupils of the elementary and high school.

There are 2,800 volumes, to which the pupils have access on the
|
.^

ment of a small sum. A catalogue of the library was printed in 184!'.

Mr. E. M. Lamb, principal of the school, is the librarian.

CITY LIBRARY.

By an ordinance passed 1874, it was enacted that hereafter a cit
j

librarian should be appointed. The librarian is to take under li

charge and keeping all the books and documents of every descripiiw

and the archives, records, papers, and proceedings of the corpor;iti"i

except those relating to titles of city property ;
also all ordinances, re

olutions, and proceedings of the city council, etc.; also, all 1>< "'>

papers, and memorials relating to Baltimore from its origin to

present time. These books are for the use of the city officers, ami

no*b be taken out except by them.

The library now numbers about five thousand volumes, among w

are many very old and valuable books.

ic
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OTHKR COLLECTIONS.

The following list embraces the other public or semi-public libraries

of Baltimore and vicinity which contain each 1,000 volumes or more.
Further statistics of these and of minor collections of similar character

may be found in the general table at the end of the volume. EDITORS.

Archiepiscopal Library 10,000
Baltimore Academy of the Visitation'. 4, 178

Baltimore College of Dental Surgery 1,000
Baltimore Female College 3,875
Ooncordia Library 3,500
German-American Institute 2,000
House of Refuge 1,800

Loyola College 21,500
Public School Library _ 1,200
St. Joseph's Academy 1,000
St. .Mary's Theological Seminary of St. Sulpice '. 15,000
s.irial Democratic Turners' Union 1,370
Yoniiu: Men's Christian Association 1,600
/ion School 1,209

' . PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF BOSTON AND VICINITY. 1

BY F. B. PERKINS,
Of the Boston Public Library.

This series of memoranda embodies such facts as circumstances per-

mitted the compiler to gather. Where the different accounts were

Iruwn up by the persons applied to for them, they are placed under

the names of such persons. In other cases, such documents or data
as were furnished or indicated, or such as could be found, have been
used to the best advantage practicable. A few dates in chronological

order, a.s follows, may be convenient.

FOUNDATION DATES OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN BOSTON.

Historical Society ............................................. 1791

HI Library .............................................................. IT'.M

<l Law Library ................................................. April 23, 1804

on AtlieiKcmn ................................................ October 23, 1807

Mercantile Library ....... . ..................... , .................... March 11, 1~J"

Library ............................................................... 1820

ii Soci.-ty of \alnral History ........................................... 1-:'-!

Ne\\ Knjjlaiid Historic-Genealogical Society ................................... 1845

l.'oxbury \tlic. iicmii ........................................................ 184H

I'nl, He Library, (accepting vote of city) ......................... April :!, 1848

galioiial Library .............................................. May '.'.. 1863

'M.I I'd lows' Library ........................................................ I
-'

ral Theological Library... ............ .*............................ April, 1860

Host. MI and Albany Railroad Library ......................................... I^W
"i IVaf Mute Library .................................... ...........Inly. l-~-

SK, t(-hes of Harvard College Library will be ftmnd on pp. 21-26 and 78-U.

EDITORS.
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'The above order is followed in the arrangement of the accounts o

these libraries, and those for which dates of origin were not at bane

are placed subsequently.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

The society was founded in 1791 by a few gentlemen interested ii

American history, and was incorporated in 1794. The beginning of thi

library goes back to the foundation of the society. One of its objects

as set forth in the first line of the constitution, was "the preservatioL

of books, pamphlets, manuscripts, and records containing historical

facts." Active membership was limited to residents of the State and

to the number of thirty, though, at the time of its incorporation, tbih

number was increased to sixty. It has since been extended to one hun
dred. Among the causes that led to its establishment were the dan-

gers that continually threatened the few libraries of the last century.
In the introductory address to the public, reference is made to thu

court-house that was burned in Boston in 1747, when some of the public

records were destroyed, and to the college library of Cambridge that

shared the same fate in 1764, when large numbers of valuable books

and manuscripts were also destroy ed. The address cited the instant-

of Governor Hutchinsou's house, plundered by an enraged mob in 17H.J.

when many of his books and papers were scattered and lost. Great

stress was laid on the risks that were continually run from fire anil

other causes.

The present extent of the library is about 23,000 volumes and 45,000

pamphlets. The Dowse collection, which was given to the society by

the late Thomas Dowse in 1856, is included among the books. This

collection comprises nearly 5,000 volumes, beautifully bound and in th<*

best possible preservation. It contains many of the choicest work

English literature. A catalogue of it was printed in 1856; and, a ft

years later, one of the general library was published, in two volum K.

The books generally are of a historical character. A specialty is ma

of local histories and works relating to the civil war. The circulati n

of books, which is restricted to members, is small; but the use of t

library as one of reference is large. Frequently persons come a lo

distance to consult works which are on the shelves, and not easily ton 1

elsewhere. The management of the society lies with a council, c>n>i

ing of the officers, ex officiis, and a standing committee of five rnembe

of whom two go out of office each year. A librarian and assistai ,

besides a janitor, are employed.

THE BOSTON LIBRARY.

This library, a proprietary one, sometimes confounded with the Bo

ton Public Library, was first established by an association of gent

men, who were, in 1794, incorporated by act of the legislature. It is no^"
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owned by ninety three shareholders, besides whom a few persons use it,

paying $5 a year. It is managed by a board of trustees, a secretary
and treasurer, together with a librarian and one assistant. It contains

25,000 volumes; its annual increase is small, being only about 500 vol-

umes a year; its contents are mainly for popular reading, and its circu-

lation during the year 1874 was 6,118 volumes. Its catalogue is in man-

uscript only, but is sufficient for* the present needs of the library.

SOCIA.L LA.W LIBRARY.

BY FRANCIS WALES VAUGHN,

Librarian.

This is a library of law books for professional use. The first meeting
held by the proprietors in order to organize as a corporation took place

April 23, 1804, the call for the meeting being signed by Theophilus Par-

sons. Daniel Davis, John Phillips, Win. Sullivan, Charles Jackson, and

Warren Button. An act of incorporation was obtained from the State

in 1814. The books were at first kept in the office of one or another

member of the bar, who acted as librarian. Subsequently they were

placed in a closet of the grand jury room in the court-house; then the

library grew to occupy the whole of this room
;
and when the present

court house was built a room was set apart for it, in which it has since

remained. Its growth is in some measure indicated by the number of

volumes at different periods, viz: 1,473 in 1824; 4,077 in 1849; 8,269 in

1 S(M
; and about 13,000 in 1875. Many valuable books have been given

to the library, especially by Hon. Charles Jackson, Hon. Theron Met-

ealf, and Hon. Richard Fletcher. Its corporate name is The Proprie-
tors of the Social Law Library, and it is managed by a board consist-

ing of a president, seven trustees, a treasurer, and a clerk. This board

appoints a librarian and controls the affairs of the library. The propri-
etors at large are such persons as were originally incorporated, and

others who may be admitted by the president and trustees as such,

(laying for a share not less than $50. Annual subscribers may also

l>e admitted by tins board. The proprietors pay $5 a year assessment;
other persons admitted to use the library pay $8. All moneys re-

ceived by way of tax or excise from persons admitted to practice as at-

torneys in the Boston court of common pleas are to befmid over to the

library treasurer for its use. The State furnishes the library with its

public documents. The governor, lieutenant governor, members of

eonncil. and members of the legislature during session, various Tinted

States, State, and county judges, and other legal oflieers, may use the

library gratis, and so may lawyers whose practice is usually in the

"ther counties of the State.
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THE BOSTON ATHEN^UM.

BY CHARLES A. CUTTER,

Li rarian.

Mr. Quiucy, the historian of the Boston Athenaeum, (from whose work

almost the whole of this short memorandum is derived,) dates its firs'

suggestion on October 23, 1805, when the members of the Anthology

Society voted " that a library of periodical publications be instituted tbi

the use of the society." In the following May it was decided to make
this library, which had meanwhile increased encouragingly, the basis

of a public reading room
;

and such a reading room was accordingly

opened. Not long afterward arrangements were made to permit tlu

incorporation of the institution. On January 1, 1807, the trustees (The

ophilus Parsons, John Davis, John Powell, William Emerson, J. T.

Kirkland, P. Thacher, A. M. Walter, W. S. Shaw, R. H. Gardiner, J. S.

Buckminster, O. Rich) issued an announcement that the rooms were

opened for use, in Joy's buildings, Congress street. The name used

in this paper was Anthology Beading Room and Library. In February
of the same year the trustees were incorporated as the Proprietors of

the Boston Athenaeum, and as such they organized April 7, 1807.

It is characteristic of what has always been and is still the purpose
of the Atheua3urn, that in a " Memoir" of the Athenaeum which was cir-

culated in order to obtain subscription at this time, the reading rooDi

was described as being
" the first department" of the Athenaeum, and

the library as " the next branch." As was the case with many of our

ibraries dating from the first half of the century, several collateral <1< -

partmeuts were added to the design jin this instance a museum or cab-

inet of natural objects, curiosities, antiques, coins, etc.
;
a "

repository

of art," both industrial and aesthetic; and a laboratory and observatory-

The premises first occupied by the Athenaeum were in Scollay's build-

ings, between Tremout and Court streets. In 1809 the trustees bought

a house in Tremont street, to which the collections were removed ai '1

the rooms opened for use in July of that year. In 1809, a catalo^u .

prepared by Rev. Joseph McKean, was printed, but not published, i
-

terleaved copies being used in the library for nearly twenty years.

When John Quincy Adams went as minister to Russia he deposit e '1

his own library in the Athenaeum for the use of the proprietors, thus

nearly doubling the size of the collection for the time, as his books \\ei-

about 5,450 in number, and those of the library about 5,750. In 1

the library itself had increased to 8,209 volumes. In April, 1817, tl <

American Academy of Arts and Sciences deposited its books with tl <

Athenaeum, under the terms of an agreement between the two corpo

tions providing for the proper separate accommodation and joint

of the collections. In 1820 the number of books had increased

12,647, and the whole number available for the use of the proprie

and subscribers was nearly 20,000. In 1822 Mr. James Perkins,
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had been one of the trustees and vice-president of the Athenaeum, gave
it his own dwelling house and land in Pearl street, worth then not less

than $20,000 ;
and in June of that year the collections of the institution

were removed to its own newly acquired building. This gift is prop-

erly described by Mr. Quincy as "timely, munificent, and decisive in

stamping it [the AthenaBum] with the character of a permanent public
institution."

In the summer of 1823 two other collections of books were deposited
in the Athenneam on terms so:newhat similar to those in the case of the

Academy of Arts and Sciences, namely, the Library of King's Chapel
and the theological library belonging to the Boston Association of Min-

isters. In January, 1824, the Athenaeum Library consisted of 14,820
books.

In 1826 >Tr. Thomas H. Perkins and Mr. James Perkins, the brother

and son of Mr. James Perkins already mentioned, each offered the

At lieuceum $8,000 conditioned on the gift of an equal amount by other

citizens. This was raised, and the money was used in building a lecture

room, and in enlarging thft collections of the library. During this year
tlir books of the Boston Medical Library, more than 2,000 in number,
were added to the Athenaeum Library; and the Boston Scientific Asso-

ciation, uniting with the AthenaBum, handed over to it a fund of over

$3,000, which, with other sums raised for the purpose, afforded the

means of placing its scientific department on a very creditable footing.

In November of that year a curious agreement was made between the

Athena-urn and the Rev. J. B. Felt, administrator of the estate of Mr.

VV. S. Shaw, long the librarian of the Athenaeum. Mr. Shaw had for

many years been in the habit of buying books, coins, and other prop-

erty in such a way that it was impossible to tell whether it was done

with his own money or with that of the Athenaeum. Though a shrewd,

y.ealous, and successful collector, and thoroughly devoted to the Athe-

iia-um, he was far from being a careful accountant, and so thoroughly
mixed up were the two properties at his death that Mr. Felt, as admin-

istrator, and the Athenaeum executed a formal release to each other; Mr.

Felt thus generously surrendering not only a large number of valuable

books, pamphlets, coins, and other articles whose precise ownership

might have been doubtful, but a considerable number to which he might
easily have proved a claim.

At the beginning of 1828 the number of volumes in the library was

-l,!r> ; and besides the use of the books on its own premises, their

em-iilation among the proprietors, first permitted in the year 1827,

amounted during 1829 to 4,000 volumes.

From this time forward the history of the Atheinetim has been little

more than a quiet and steady progress in extent and usefulness. In

1
s

.'!'. it bewail to be evident that the Pearl street neighborhood was be-

coming too exclusively a business one to be proper for the best success

of the Atheiiteum, and after various difficulties and negotiations a site
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in Beacon street was obtained, the present edifice erected, (costing
about $200,000,) the library and other collections removed to it and
opened for use in the year 1849.

The extent of the library is now about 105,000 volumes, and its ex-

ecutive staff numbers about twelve persons. Its increase during 1875
was 3,729 volumes, and the extent of its use is estimated at 33,ooo
volumes a year. Its use is confined to those owning shares or admitted
under various agreements, or by votes of the trustees, so that it is

strictly a proprietary library. It is, however, conducted in a liberal manJ

ner, and with courtesy to all applicants. The real estate, library, ana
fine art collections of the Athenaeum are now estima/ed to be worth
about $400,000, and its other property, the income of which is used for

the current expenses, at about $250,000.

MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

BY L. ANNIE BALDWIN,

Acting Librarian.

This library, the first of its class in the United States, was established

in pursuance of a vote taken by a large assembly of merchants' clerks,

at the Commercial Coffee-House, March 11. 1820. The idea of calling

this meeting was first suggested to the leaders in the enterprise by the

acknowledged father of mercantile libraries, William Wood, of Canan-

daigua, N. Y.

At the end of its first year the library contained 1,100 books, and the

association numbered 220 members, besides many eminent and influ-

ential citizens as honorary members. During the next three years,

the novelty of the enterprise having worn off, it barely maintained

itself. In 1824 new books could only be bought by selling the library

copy of Rees's Cyclopedia to raise the money, and the association \va

only kept in existence by the constant personal exertions of the officers,

who even did the janitor's work. In 1826 a special effort secured th

means of paying current expenses; but in 1829 the number of mein

bers fell to 81, and a dissolution was feared.

Up to 1831 the library was in Merchants' Hall, corner of Congress an

Water streets. In that year it was removed to 93 Washington streel

third floor. In 1832 came another low-water period; in 1833 clx-apt-

rooms were taken at 53 Washington street, where, in that year, the nuin

ber cf members fell to 60. In 1834 only $20 were laid out for books, ant

an actual deficit was feared. During 1835, however, there was a health.

reaction
;
the beginning of a permanent fund was gathered, the uumbe

of members was increased to 290, the current expenses paid (with asur

plus) from the assessment alone, an elocution class opened, and 320 \ ul

umes added to the library.

In June, 1836, the collection of curiosities belonging to the associatioi

was burned, together with a number of paintings, and the same fin

damaged many of their books. A little afterward the association re
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moved to Harding's Building, iu School street, where it remained for

five years. During this time literary exercises were made part of the

regular work of the association, including debate, composition, and

declamation. In 1838 was delivered the first course of lectures iu be

half of the association, by Mr. J. Silk Buckingham. This course of lec-

tures added many new members to the association. In 1843 courses of

public lectures became part of the regular work of the association, and

for a long time were a steady source of prosperity and income. Mr*

Elliot C. Cowdin, according to Mr. Charles H. Frothingham,
1 was the

originator of this plan.

In 1844 Messrs. William Sturgis, Abbott Lawrence, and eight other

gentlemen of similar standing, gave $1,000 to the library for standard

books, and Daniel Webster shortly afterward gave $500 more. In 1845

the association was incorporated, with power to hold not more than

$50,000 worth of property, and soon afterward $8,000 were promised by
ei^-ht eminent merchants toward a building fund. In 1848 there was.

another removal, to the corner of Bromfield and Province streets, and
another in 1850, to Summer street. The reserved fund of

t
the associa-

tion was increased during this year by several gifts, one of $2,000 being
a bequest from Mr. John E. Thayer. From this time the history of the

association has been marked by some vicissitudes, but has been, on the

whole, encouraging. The establishment of the Public Library is not

believed to have seriously injured the prospects or usefulness of the

Mercantile Library, whose purposes and advantages are such as not to-

be interfered with by those of the larger, though younger, institution.

The library is now lodged at 1179 Washington street. It contains about

21,500 volumes, and is accessible to all at $2 a year. Life member-

ships may be secured by one payment of $50. The institution is man-

aged, like others of its class, by a board of directors. Its executive

stall' consists of an acting librarian, a lady, and one assistant for evening
service.

STATE LIBRARY OF MASSACHUSETTS.

BY 8. C. JACKSON,
Librarian.

On I'Ybruary 16, 1811, a resolve was passed by the legislature of

Massachusetts to provide for exchanging sets of the statutes of the

State for those of all the other States. This arrangement was at once

>uccessl'nl, and an official history of the library, published in 1858, says:
It led to that system of exchange which now exists between each indi-

. iilual State and every other StateJn the Union. It led to the formation

>!' a legislative library in this State, and, sooner or later, in all the other

States."

1 Mi. I'Yotliinjrham delivered an historical address at the semi-centennial celebration

I (lie association, March 11, 1870, from which nearly all the facts in the present out-

i in- sketch are taken.
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The suggestion of a State library proper, in natural consequence of]

the rapid accumulation of the books received by this exchange systemJ
followed in 1826, when an act was passed "for establishing a library oc

the general court, and providing for its safe keeping and management.']
This act provided that the books and maps which were to form the

library were to be placed in the land office and in charge of the laud

agent. A legislative joint standing committee was to be appointed every

year to have charge, buy books, and make negotiations; and $300 a year
for ten years were voted "to procure such books, maps and charts, works

of science and the arts, as may tend to illustrate the resources and means
of internal improvement of the commonwealth or of the United Sta !

This act was repeated in 1836, the appropriation being made annual

-without limit, but not increased. June 7, 1826, the library was reported

ready for the use of the general court. In 1827 an effort was made to

complete the sets of State laws, and was successful in mast instances.

In 1844, on a suggestion from the legislative librarian of South Caro-

lina, the exchange system was applied to reports of judicial decision <
.

but preceding reports have had to be bought. In 1853 exchange

public documents of all kinds were permitted at the discretion of the trus

tees of the library. In 1845 M. Vatternare:
s system of international ex-

change was adopted by law and was continued for eleven years. One
thousand two hundred and fifty-two volumes, many of them valifeble,

were obtained by it; but the attendant cost, amounting to more than

$5,000, besides considerable sums for binding, has made the books pretty

expensive, and in 1855 the system was discontinued by resolve.

The original method of managing the library by yearly committees

was dropped in 1850, and three trustees, to be appointed for three years

by the governor and council, were substituted. In 1849 the library,

then containing 7,346 volumes, was transferred to the office and charge
of the secretary of the board of education. John W. Coffin, land agent,

who had acted as librarian for twenty-three years, was succeeded

Dr. llamas Sears, secretary, who remained in charge for six years,

when he was succeeded by Joseph White, the present official libraria

After various changes, fire-proof premises were provided for

library in 1855-'56, in an addition to the State house, built and fitt

up for the purpose. The trifling annual grant of $300 was continu

for thirty years, down to 1856, although $2,050 were at different titn

added for special purposes. In May, 1857, the annual grant was made

$2,000.
The library contains about 37,000 volumes, and increases by nl>o r

1,200 volumes a year, mostly by exchange. It consists almost entirely f

United States, State, and territorial statutes, legislative documents, !a v

reports, and political economy, social science, education, and scienti

works. Great care is required and exercised to maintain complete t te

different sets of public documents.

Among the works in the library, other than its chief material
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above, are sets of the general statutes and local and personal acts of

the Parliament of Great Britain, and the French Archives parlemen-
taires. There is a set of the large edition of Audubon's Ornithology
and a number of costly and valuable illustrated books of various kinds

among those procured through M. Vattemare.

The library staff consists of one, librarian and three assistants. The

library is extensively used for consultation, but of the number of

volumes consulted annually no record is kept. Only books removed
from the premises are noted in the "

charge book." The following rules

and regulations show distinctly who use the library, and for what and

how :

RULES AND REGULATIONS.

The library is open during the session of the legislature each day, without intermis-

-inii. from 9 a. m. to 5 p. ni., excepting Saturday p. 111., when it is closed at 1 o'clock

lor sweeping, dusting, etc.

All persons may use the library for consultation or reference.

Members of the legislature may enter any alcove, and consult or peruse any book at

their pleasure.

Members may take any of the miscellaneous books to their lodgings, and retain them
for a reasonable time.

The statutes, law reports, state papers, journals, dictionaries, encyclopedias, etc
,

may be taken to any part of the State house, but are not to be removed from it, except
in special cases.

Any member wishing to have access to any or all parts of the library, can be fur-

nished with a key which will open every alcove, on application to one of the assist

ants, the key to be returned before leaving the library room.

Members taking books from the shelves are requested to be particularly careful to

return them to their proper places, or to leave them on the tables, to be replaced by the

attendants.

No book is to be taken by a member from the library room without its being charged
to him.

liooks used at a/ hearing before a committee are to be charged to some member of the

Committee, or of the legislature, and not to the counsel or parties in the case pending.

Any member having special occasion to use the library in the evening, or at any
hour after it is closed, can have access to it through one of the watchmen in charge of

tho building.

BOSTON SOCIETY OF NATURAL HISTORY.

This collection contains about 10,000 books and 3,500 pamphlets, and

its increase during 187-4 numbered 1,397 volumes. It consists wholly of

works on natural history, and was established in 1831 by the early

members of the society. It is managed, under the direction of the

<oiiiic.il of tho society, by a librarian and two assistants. The extent of

Ms circulation during the last year was 835 books, taken by 109 persons,
:iinl its use, is confined to members of the society and to others who may
receive permission.
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NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY.

BY JOHN WAUD DKAN,
Librarian.

The library of the society is mainly one of New England history,

biography, and genealogy, and dates back nearly to the origin of tfce

society in the autumn of 1844. During the first three years of the exist-

ence of the society circulars were annually sent to its members, stating

what material was especially desired for this library, and urging ir

collection. The responses were remarkably general and liberal, and

the result was the establishment of the present library, which is now

accommodated in the society's fire-proof building, 18 Somerset street,

Boston. At the beginning of the year 1875 the library contained 12,3o7

bound volumes and 40,414 pamphlets, and is believed to comprise the

best collection of local and family histories possessed by any instituti< 11

of its class in the United States. It is constantly resorted to for study
and consultation in its specialties, and steadily increases, mostly tbrougl

the sameliberality which has been its principal resource hitherto. Sever il

small funds, given by friends of the society, are invested and their pro

ceeds used for library purposes. Such are the Bond fund, arising from

the sale of an edition of Bond's History and Genealogies of Watc-r-

town, bequeathed by the author, Dr. Hecry Bond, of Philadelphia, in

1859
j_

the Barstow fund of $1,000, given by John Barstow, esq., of

Providence, in the year 1860-'63
;

the Cushmau genealogical fund,

arising from the proceeds of an edition of the Cushmau Genealogy, be

queathed to the society in 1863 by Hon. H. W. Cushman, of Beruardstoti

The actual cash proceeds of these funds, as reported in the treasurer's

account, January 1, 1875, (not including the Cushmau fund, from \vlii<-li

no proceeds are reported,) were $1,585.01.

This collection is, of course, absolutely indispensable in the work of

this industrious and energetic society, which has with very n 11

means accomplished much. The twenty-nine volumes of its quart i-r \ .

the New England Historical and Genealogical Register, are a well

known and extensive encyclopaedia of New England genealogy and

biography, and are alone a remarkable monument of persevering and

successful learning and labor. Besides this, however, and the gatlni i

i|

of its library, the society has been influential in aiding or causing tie

publication of a number of works in its chosen department.
In addition to its books and pamphlets, it contains a consk

able collection of relics and curiosities illustrative of New England is-;

tory, and some valuable manuscripts, prominent among which i- i'

Knox collection, consisting of about 14,000 manuscripts, and inclnd

the military and other papers and the correspondence of our rev. ''

tionary leader, Major-General Knox. This collection was given by

general's descendant, Rear-Admiral Henry Knox Thatcher, himse.

member of the society.

The use of this library, though it is the property of the society, is

erally allowed to all proper persons who may request it.

b
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ROXBURY ATHEN^UM.

BY SARAH E. PITTS,

Librarian.

The AthensBum was founded in 1848 by a number of gentlemen resid

iug in Eoxbury. The library now contains 8,700 volumes, and about the

same number of unbound pamphlets. Two hundred and thirty volumes

and 170 pamphlets were added during the year 1874, and 8,200 volumes
were borrowed frotn the library, which is used by shareholders (par
value of shares, $25) and by subscribers, who pay $4 a year. Each per-

son is entitled to three books at one time. The managing board con-

sists of a president, vice-president, treasurer, and nine trustees. The
librarian is the only person employed by them. The library cannot be

considered in a very progressive condition at present, owing, in part, to

the establishment of free libraries in this section of the city. A number
of the proprietors have expressed a decided preference for the private

library, liking the retirement and the freedom from the strict rules

which are necessary in the management of a large public library; but

whether that number will be large enough to carry on the library pros-

perously is at present undecided.

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

The, city of Boston, on April 3, 1848, accepted an act passed by the

State legislature on March 12 preceding authorizing the city to estab-

lish and maintain a public library. Some efforts were made, but in vain,
to make the fine collections of the Athenaeum the basis of the proposed

public library. During 1849 several gentlemen presented books to the

city tor such a library; in 1850 Mayor John P. Bigelow gave $1,000,
and I'Mward Everett gave his valuable collection of United States public

documents and other work$ numbering more than 1,000 volumes. May
-I, ]S5i>, the first board of trustees was organized, Mr. Everett, presi-

dent. .Several other sums were given for books; and, on October 1 of

the same year, Mr. Joshua Bates, of London, in consequence of having
"ad the preliminary report drawn by Mr. George Tickuor and Mr.

Kverett, oiVered $50,000 for the use of the library, which gift was

pted and funded. On October 12 the city legislation respecting the

library was begun by the passage of the first ordinance. The actual

'Mailing of the library to use first took place in Mason street, not far

'''"in tin* site of tin- present building, March 20, 1854, and on May '_'

Miceeeding the library itself was open to readers aud borrowers at the

same place.

The corner stone of the present edifice was laid September 17. 1

"' 1S."7 the eminent bibliographical scholar. Prof. < -. C. Jewett, .1-

made superintendent; January 1, 1858. the library building was dedi-

r;ll ''d, having cost, with the land, about J?:{i;r.ooo. On September 17,
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1858, the reading room in the present building was opened for use, arc

December 20 the Lower Hall. A catalogue of the books in the Lowi i

Hall was published at the same time. The collection thus offered to tl (

public was somewhat more solid in average character than the presei

Lower Hall library, which Las become the distinctively popular or liglu

reading branch of the institution.

The Upper Hall, with about 74,000 volumes, was opened for use iu

1861, the first volume of its catalogue (or index) being ready at tie

time. The whole number of books iu the library was now 97,386, and
the series of splendid gifts to the favorite institution, so characteristic

of the city of Boston, in money and books, had already become remark-

ably large. Mr. Bates, besides his noble present of $50,000, afterward

gave one of equal value in books, which formed part of the library in tie

Upper Hall when opened in 1861
;
and this hall, upon his death, iu 1864,

was named after him, Bates Hall.

The sons of Dr. Bowditch, the famous mathematician, had presented
their father's library of 2,550 volumes, besides manuscripts. Rev.

"Theodore Parker's great and learned collection of 11,061 volumes hud

been received under his will. Mr. George Ticknor had given more thiin

3,000 volumes, including a large number of Greek, Latin, and Italian

classics. Besides these there had been added to the Bates fund a sum

of $10,000 by the will of Hon. Abbott Lawrence, $4,000 by that of Miss

Mary P. Townsend, and $20,000 by that of Hon. Jonathan Phillips, in

addition to $10,000 already given by him.

Similar additions continued from time to time to be made to the re-

sources of the library, the next of importance being the very curious i

and valuable ancient Prince Library, bequeathed by its collector,

Rev. Thomas Prince, in 1758, to the deacons of the Old South Church.,

This collection had suffered many dilapidations in various ways, one of
j

the worst being the unjustifiable procurement by three well known col-

lectors of books, not very many years ago, of three copies of the Bay
Psalm Book, worth then $300 or $400 each, and which would now

bej

worth probably $1,000 apiece, in exchange for a few volumes and a

little binding, to the total value of, perhaps, $40 or $50. The where-

abouts of these copies is still known, and it is to be hoped that they)

may some time be recovered.

To bring down to date the account of the remarkable collection

fused with the library, must be added a reference to the Ticknor audl

Barton collections. The first of these, of Spanish, and Portugu. -

books, bequeathed by Mr. Tickuor and received after his death in !

contains nearly 4,000 volumes. With this Mr. Ticknor gave a fun ol

^4,000, to be used for increasing it. The second is the very remark; bl(

libraiy gathered by Thomas Pennant Barton, of New York, wlictj

includes the best Shakspereau collection iu America, besides much 'X

celleut standard English literature, and a fine department of earlj

.French literature.
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In the year 18GG the old "
ledger system

" of recording loaus of books
vas given up, and the "

slip system
w substituted. In October the first

of the library series of Bulletins, now issued quarterly, showing the

most important accessions of the quarter, was published.

The death of Mr. Jewett took place in the beginning of 1868, and he

was succeeded by Mr. Winsor, the present superintendent. In Novem-

ber, 1870, the first of the existing, branches, or popular local suburban

outposts of the library, was established at East Boston. These branches

are now six in number at East Boston, South Boston, (dating from

1S72.) Roxbury, (1873,) Charlestown, (1874,) Brighton, (1874,) and Dor-

dio.ster, (1875.) Into the Roxbury, Charlestown, Brighton, and Dor-

chester branches have been gathered, or associated in some way, local

libraries already existing or provided for. Such were at Roxbury the

Fellowes Athenaeum
;
at Charlestown, the Public Library, already es-

tablished there; at Brighton, the Holton Library ;
and at Dorchester,

a local circulating library established at the Lower Mills village. As

part of the arrangement for uniting this last collection with the Public

Library, a further ramification of the branch system has been tried, by
the establishment at the Lower Mills, not of a library but of a " branch

delivery," in charge of an agent who receives and attends to applica-

tions for books, to be supplied either at the Dorchester branch, or at

the Central Library in Boston.

The action of the Boston city council in respect to the library has

i>een constantly handsome. Its policy has been such as to permit the

library to be managed on library principles; and besides the liberal

regular appropriations annually made for its support, the special re-

quirements, always incident from time to time to the growth of such

an institution, have been promptly met. Such were, for instance, the

appropriation of $70,000 in 1872, to purchase the adjoining Richardson

state, in order to provide fora future extension of the building, and

that of about $30,000 in 1873, to erect an addition to the edifice.

The whole number of books in the library is over 297,000. It was, on

Inly 1. 1S7.~>, exactly 280,709, distributed as follows :

in I'.atrs iinii i?<;, :.:.:.

Low.-r 1 1 ;ii i :M.-J.Y:

i per room k '-', i? t

I'M plicate n Kim 9,988

Total Central -W. '<>

...stoii S.C.I7

-mith Huston t>, 77-

v'..\l.iiry !'. 11--'

liailcstovvii li'i. -M

'I'i^liton .' 11, .">7."

'orcllcst.T :

lamaica 1'lain ( intruded)
"'

Total branches frf.SKW

Craud total .. SSI.709
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The following figures show the actual extent to which books are

livered, not including Bates Hall u within the rail," the patent roo

the reference department of Bates Hall, or the periodical room. W
these exceptions, the number of books issued has been as follows:

During June, 1875

During the library year, 1374-75

During the library year, 187:J-'74 '>.''>.

From establishment to July 1, 187f> i. l.",n.

These figures show an increase of 133,051 a year in circulation, am! a
:

total daily book delivery during the last library year of more than 2.

on each open day.

The organization of the library is briefly as follows :

The organic law of the institution is the city ordinance establishing

it. Three members of the common council of Boston are always mem
bers of the board of trustees; and the trustees oversee and contro

the library business, subject to the ordinance. The executive force ii

eludes

1. The superintendent, whose special staff consists of a secretun, ;

dispatch clerk, an auditor, (who keeps the accounts,) and a messengei
2. Seven departments in the Central Library, to wit : Bates Hall, cii

culating department, under a keeper with 'six assistants; Lower Halli

circulating department, keeper and twenty-two assistants
; catalogu

department, assistant superintendent and fourteen assistants; ordei

ing and receiving department, clerk and three assistants; shelf d<

partment, custodian and two assistants
; janitor's department, clik

janitor and two assistants
; bindery, foreman and eight assistants.

3. Six branches already named, where are employed six librari u

and forty-one others in all.

The whole library working force thus includes 116 persons, of wlioi

more than two-thirds are women. They are subordinate, ami repo

respectively the assistants to their heads of departments, tin-si ;

the superintendent, he to the board, and the board to the comiuc

council. A code of by-laws and regulations supplements the ordiuanc

and defines the duties and responsibilities of all.

The principal items of the library expenditures are as follows for tl

year 1S74-'T5, but to these should be added the sum of about $30 IM)

already mentioned, appropriated by the city for an addition to tl

building ;
which is accounted for in the (city) public buildings dt

ment, but does not appear in the library accounts :

Salaries $ol,

Books and periodicals 28,

Binding ?,

Printing catalogues, (Central Library only) 3,

Printing catalogues, (with some other Dorchester expenses, new branch). . ~,

Other printing and stationery 4,

-0

-0

.1

4
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Furniture, (mostly in new addition to building) $10,256 f>.">

Fuel. ($3,440.88,) gas, ($4,528.55) 7,909 43

Transportation, (daily to and from branches, etc.,) postage, etc 2, 28- 1
-

Expense ... 4, 159 59

Total 132, 6?f. 7v!

To understand properly the apportionment of these heads of expend-
iture as a matter of library adminfstration, something like the follow-

ing is necessary : Call the whole, in round numbers, $133,000; deduct

the extraordinary item for new furniture, say $10,000, arid there remain
*

1 1'.3,000. Let the whole be considered under the three heads of 1. Books,

(and binding;) 2. Salaries; 3. Other expenses; and we have this divis-

ion of our total, viz :

ies 61,000
Books and binding 36,000

r expenses T 26, 000

Total : 123,000

In this apportionment the salary account is unusually large, and the

book account, of course, proportionately small. This (at first sight un-

desirable) condition of things is, in great measure, due to two causes,
viz :

1. The extent and activity of the circulating or popular departments
of the library, requiring a large staff.

1'. The very great fulness and thoroughness with which the cataloguing
is done. Investigation would show that all the individual items which

make up this large total yearly cost are scrutinized and economized

with complete system and thorough care.

The current business of the library, so far as relates to its books,

may be summarily considered under six heads, as follows:

1. Chooning what booJcs to get. In the beginning, much of this selection

done by experts in the different departments of learning. At present,

round best to permit the procured accessions to be determined in

two ways: (1) by the judgment of the regular buying agents of the

library upon such new books as appear, and (2) by the calls of the

I'ublie for such books as are not already found in the library. The
hoice of the agents is made under a few clear conditions, and sub-

to the return of any or all books furnished, if unacceptable. The
leinaiuls of customers are made upon regular blanks furnished by the

ibrary. Hooks so asked for are furnished, of course, whenever to be

liad, and as soon as possible ;
and notice of their being ready sent to the

-u^ester, except in the few cases where great cost or other suflicieut

i *ons iimy prevent.
-. Hiti/iny the books. This is done by a complete business system of

rdering, so arranged that preliminary search shows (hat the library

'as not the book; a short title slip catalogue shows what books have
'''< sent for, and when; press copies of all orders are kept; books

>veived are checked off on the invoices, and the invoices kept liled
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in order of arrival; in short, the arrangements are such as those of an ;

accurate book purchasing business.

3. Getting the books ready to deliver. The books are first dealt with as

merchandise, being collated, returned, if not perfect, stamped, markc<

and labeled, so as to identify them as the property of the library and

unfit them as much as may be for seeming to be the property of any on;

else. They are then catalogued ;
then "located-," i. e., put in their proper

alcove, range, and shelf, and the mark of such location entered both on

the book itself (inside and outside both) and in the shelf list, (with th

title.)

4. Identifying the customer. The guarantee system is not used in this

library, a mere identification being thus far found sufficient. Any pel.

son whatever, being decent, may use the books in the library. To take

them away, a brief process of registration and, sometimes, inquiry is

gone through with, resulting almost without exception in issuing a card

bearing the applicant's name. This is shown whenever a book is taken

or returned, and stamped along with the slip for each book. And *

"registration slip" is filled out and put into the alphabeted file as each

card is given out, headed, of course, with the same name as that on the

card. These registration slips form thus an alphabetical catalogue or

directory of the customers of the library. At presen.t the whole number

of names in this directory is more than ninety thousand., of which abont

two-thirds are still
"

alive," i. e., are of persons now using the library.

5. Delivering the books. This is done on a system which enables the

library to accomplish the maximum of work by causing each customer

to do a very little for himself. Instead, that is, of the ancient fashion,

by which the librarian recorded the name of the book and the name of

the taker, it is the latter who makes the entries, always on the regular

and uniform library
"
charging slip," so that the library has left only the

stamping of the slip and the marking a brief date in the book. The slip

then represents the book and its taker until it comes back, and also as

long as it is preserved.

6. Getting the books back. The good customer brings the books

himself in good order, according to rule. For the bad customer, th

is a set of penalties and pursuits. After so many days a fine accrue* j

after so many days more a larger penalty accrues, and, besides, a in s-

senger seeks out the delinquent. The contumacious are debarred tie

use of the library until arrears are settled. Injury to books is puniali-

able by fine or imprisonment under a special statute.

The machine thus organized and conducted works well. Perhaps o e

single final statistic, to be appended to the total figures of circulati

above noted, will sufficiently attest this success
;

it is the fact that, in

large a city as Boston, only one book is being lost out of about f\c *

9,000 delivered out, (the precise figures for the year 1874-75 are on- >

of every 8,921,) or one-ninetieth of 1 per cent. Any mercantile bo

ness of equal extent, showing as small a margin of bad debts as tb

would be thought pretty carefully managed.

>ak

icie
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CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY.

BY I5EV. I. P. I AXGWORTHY,
Librarian.

The Congregational Library originated 'in a feeling among a few men
who thought it very desirable to gather and preserve, so as to have

available, the writings and various mementos of the first settlers of

tliis country. Prof. Bela B. Edwards, of Andover, published an able

article on this subject in the August number of the Bibliotheca Sacra,
1847. The first meeting in behalf of the object was at Audover, in the

winter of 1851, and the association was organized May 25, 1853. It had
a very small beginning; in its first ten years only about 3,600 volumes
and 8,000 pamphlets had been gathered, and these were of quite a mis-

cellaneous character. All fund.s collected were used, and are still, for

the purpose of building and for running expenses not a dollar ever

having been appropriated with which to buy a book. Gifts of old books

and pamphlets .
have been more frequent, and in some instances quite

large, within the last twelve years, so that we now have nearly 23,000
volumes and about 95,000 pamphlets, including duplicates. The in-

crease for the last year has been 4,957 volumes and 16,074 pamphlets.
The prevailing character of the books is religious doctrinal, ecclesi-

astical, expository, practical, historical, experimental, controversial;

embracing everything that can be secured that has been published, of

all shades of belief and non-belief. Statistics, biographies, local his-

tories, and the like, are among our few specialties.

It is strictly a reference library, and no one is denied access to its

books. One dollar secures any person of proper character whose name
is entered upon the " visitors' book " all the privileges of the library
lor life.

It is managed by a board of directors, appointed by members of ortho-

dox Congregational churches, who have paid a sum not less than $1.

The corporate name of the organization is The American Congrega-
tional Association.

The library is everywhere known as the Congregational Library.
The working force at present is a librarian and one assistant. Its

chief drawback is the want of a library fund for the purchase and

in'nding of books. It has now a very commodious fire-proof room in

connection with the Congregational Eouse.

ODD FELLOWS' LIBRARY.

This library was founded in 1854, in consequence of an oft'er by Tie

inont Lodge, one of the lodges meeting in the hall which then stood at

I lie corner of Chauucy and Essex streets, to i;i\e lor such a purpose a

library of its own, on condition that the members at large of the order

would add a certain number of other books. This was do-ie. andthe
oiled ion wfls pu t jn onler and opened for use to the members as the
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property of the Odd Fellows who met in the hall. In 1858 a committee

from the different lodges and encampments consulted upon the means

of improving the library, and in consequence a managing board of trus-

tees was appointed, one from each lodge and encampment. In Decem-
ber of the same year, after various means had been tried with moderate

success to increase the number of books, the library wa^s opened again
for use with 440 volumes

;
N. P. Burgess, librarian. In 1803 it was re-

moved to the new hall in Washington street, at which time its circula-

tion was about 1,450 volumes a year. In October of that year the

whole number of books was 1,08L According to their ability the dif-

ferent bodies owning the library have constantly responded to the nec-

essary calls made up.on them for supporting and enlarging it. At the

end of 1872 the library was closed and inspected for weeding out used

up books which were replaced with new ones, and in June, 1873, it was

again opened in the present hall, corner of Tremont and Berkeley
streets. It has now grown to contain 2,754 volumes, and in 1874 it cir-

culated 7,024 volumes. It is open evenings, except Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays; it may be used free by all members of such lodges
or encampments as meet in the hall, including Mary Washington Lodge
of the Daughters of Rebekah. A brief but clear and sensibly made

catalogue was issued in April, 1875.

THE GENERAL THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY.
BY REV. LUTHER FARXIIAM.

In April, 1800, the General Theological Library was instituted in Boston

under the revised statutes of Massachusetts. Among those who took

an active part in forming the institution were Rev. Dr. Burroughs and

Mr. Farnham, Bishop Eastburn, Dr. George W. Blagden, the late J. Sulli-

van Warren, esq., Rev. Dr. Samuel K. Lothrop, Rev. Ezra S. Gannett,
D. D., John B. Kettell, esq., and others. By the rules of the institution,

a person who has given $1,000 or upward, ranks as a founder. On this

principle the late Rev. Dr. Charles Burroughs is the first founder of the

Theological Library, the late Ebenezer Dale, esq., of Boston, the secoiu

founder, and the late Miss Arabella Rice, of Portsmouth, K. H., th<

third founder. More than any other, Dr. Burroughs was the founder o

the institution, for he was forseveral years the only surviving member of J

similar library that existed in Boston from about 1808 to 1815, but which

was not in active operation after the latter date. And if we include

the bequests of Dr. Burroughs to the Theological Library, he has given

to it more than three times as much as any other person, or about

$10,000. Another reason for the formation of the society was to promote

Christian union, or, at least, a better understanding among religioul

denominations.

The library, when organized and opened to the public, was almost

destitute of books and money. This was at No. 5 Tremont street, whert

it remained for about two years. It was next lodged at 41 Tremoni

street, in more spacious quarters, where it continued for nearly five
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years. The growth of the library required it to seek more spacious ac-

commodations at No. 12 West street, where it has been for nearly seven

years. The library has gained by gift and purchase nearly 1,000 vol-

umes, on the average, each year since it was opened ; including the pri-
vate library of the late Dr. Burroughs, bequeathed to the institution, but
not yet received, as his widow has the use of it during her life. The es-

timated value of the library, now numbering more than 12,000 volumes,
is about $16,000. The permanent fund of the library is $8,000, and there

is ;i bequest of 85,000, not yet received, to be added to it.

In the year 1874-75, only 245 volumes were added to the collec-

tion, of which 173 we're purchased and 74 given, the financial situa-

tion of the country being unfavorable to its growth. The character of

the library is theological, religious, and moral
;
hence it is known as the

General Theological Library, and was formed for the purpose of collect-

ing the books used by clergymen, theological students, Sunday school

teachers, and readers of religious literature. The library is unsectarian

in character, being used by persons of all the religious denominations,
which are fairly represented in its management. Another object of the

society is to collect all pamphlets and periodicals on religion and the-

ology. The reading room belonging to the library receives nearly 100

different periodicals, representing twenty religious denominations.

The library may be used by members and annual su bscribers. The
former pay ^50 once for all, or $5 a year; the latter, if Sunday school

teachers, pay $2 a year ;
if clergymen or theological students, $3 a year ;

if of neither of these classes, $5 a year. These terms are for use of the

library, including the drawing of books. Members take usually two
books at a time

;
if they live within ten miles they keep them a mouth

;

if beyond, two months. The distance to which books may be taken is

unlimited. The library extends hospitality to strangers who are neither

members nor subscribers. It was incorporated in 18G4, and is managed
iiy a board of fifteen directors, who are elected for three years and may
be re-elected.

Two persons are regularly employed in the library, the secretary,
who also fills the office of librarian, and an assistant librarian, who is

usually a woman.

Forty thousand volumes and periodicals have been consulted <>r

drawn from the library during the last year. Persons residing in forty-

sis towns of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Vermont drew

books during that time. In the past thirteen years, books have been

drawn by persons living in two hundred and twenty towns and villages
in six different States

;
and persons from twenty-two other States, from

1 anada, Great Britain, France, Africa, China, and Japan, havr n-ed

the library at the rooms.

BOSTON AND ALBANY RAILWAY LIBRARY.

This library, unique, it is believed, at least in the United States, was

established in the year 18GO by the Hon. Ginery Twichell, president of
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the road, who gave several hundred dollars to start it. The board o

directors of the road vote an annual amount for its support and man

ageinent. Its object, the supply of appropriate reading, free of

charges, for those employed by the road, and the proposed scope of its

collections are thus stated in the documents of the library :
" To have

within reach of officers and employes the best books on the railway

tern and the industrial arts, and also as many on the sciences and in gen-

eral literature as shall be attainable." There are at present about 1,650

volumes, which are kept in quarters provided for the purpose in the

passenger station of the road in Boston, in charge of a librarian. The

circulation reaches about 400 a month. The library is open two hours

once a week, at fixed times, and there is a regular system by whicl

books can be sent for and returned by train, along the whole length of

the road. Those of the force who live in Boston are not so dependent
as the rest upon the library, as they have access to the Public Library
and other collections

;
but by those not so advantageously situated, the

railroad library is well used and well appreciated, as its steadily in-

creasing circulation proves. The whole number of employes who might
use the library is about 250, and about two hundred are always using

it, who would, as they are situated, hardly be able to read anything ac

all without it. A considerable number of statistical and scientific refer-

ence books and some rather costly ones constitute a "consulting depart-

ment," and must be'used at the library, or taken away only under special

restrictions. Examination of the catalogue shows an uncommonly solid,

sensible, and useful collection of books, these strong characteristics being

plainly visible even in what there is of poetry and romance. Very prop-

erly there is a distinct abundance of railway literature of various kind*-.

There can hardly be a doubt that the example set by this very interest-

ing library might be followed with great advantage by all our larger rail-

ways.
DEAF MUTE LIBRARY.

i

The Boston Deaf-Mute Library Association was organized by Ktl in

X. Bowes and associates, July, 1872. A hall was rented at 160 Wash-

ington street, and the same furnished by the kindness of friends of >

mutes and other liberal citizens of Boston. It was dedicated on ie

1st of October, 1872. It was designed as a place where the mutes

Boston and vicinity might meet for social enjoyment and mental

provement. A course of lectures and simple amusements was beg n

and continued until the fire of Xovember 9 and 10, 1872, when all t ie

property of the library was destroyed, amounting in value to si,500. V

new hall was then procured at 280 Washington street, and throu

the kindness of Messrs. Lee & Shepard, and other publishers and bo

sellers, a new library was formed, and the association soon recovert

from its losses. But few new books were procured during the 1

year owing to lack of sufficient funds. The library numbers about q"0j
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volumes
j
the prevailing character of the books being the same as at

most libraries, consisting of religious works, novels, history, travels, etc.

Formerly the rules would not admit of any but mutes being members,
but at the present time any person can have access to the library, with
the privilege of drawing books, on the payment of $1.

The act of incorporation provides that the name shall be The Boston

Deaf-Mute Association, and thatT the board of officers shall consist of

four hearing trustees and five directors, president, and vice-president.
At present only the librarian receives a salary. The number of books
taken out the past year was about 500 volumes.

POST LIBRARY, FORT WARREN, BOSTON HARBOR.

This library numbers 1,450 volumes, and was in great part accumu-
lated during the war, for the use of the prisoners confined in the fort.

Additions have been made from time to time for the use of the troops
stationed at the post, and the library is freely used by all who reside on
the island, soldiers and laborers alike.

BOSTON COLLEGE LIBRARY.

This library numbers about 10,000 books and manuscripts, of respect-
able value, selected for the purposes of the institution, (which is a Ro-
man Catholic college, conducted by Jesuit clergymen,) and is accommo-
dated in the various departments of the college as found convenient for

use. It is intended soon to place the whole in one commodious room

adapted to library purposes.

LIBRARY OF THE PERKINS INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND.

This is a small collection, mostly of reference or text books, printed
in raised letters, for the use of the blind. It was founded at the estab-

lishment of the institution by the late Dr. 8. G. Howe. One of the

teachers acts as librarian, and the use of the books is confined to the

pupils and employe's. A few books in raised letters have been pro-
rii red by the Public Library, which books may be considered avail-

able, to some extent, as a branch of that library at the institution.

OTHER COLLECTIONS.

The following list embraces other public or semi-public libraries in

Boston possessing each 1,000 volumes or more. Further statistics of

these, as well as of minor collections of similar character, will bo found

in the general table at the end of the volume. EDITORS.
Volume*.

American Academy of Arts and Sciences. (For a notice of this library see

( 'liupter VII, p. 187, Scientific Libraries) 16,000

American Hoard of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 6,000
1 '.i LSI on University :

School of Theology 4.0HO

School of Law 1,600

School of Medicine... I-"*10
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Volumes.

Commonwealth Circulating Library 1,80(

Consumptives' Home 1,231
*

Gannett Institute 4, 'iK

Girls' High School -J.

Handel and Haydn Society 11, i',<jj

Latin Grammar School 5, 004

Lindsley's Circulating Library 3, 004

'Liscom's Circulating Library 1,0(4

Loring's Select Library 10, 0(

Lunatic Hospital 1. -"'

Massachusetts General Hospital, Treadwell Library '.',.:, li

Massachusetts Horticultural Society
Massachusetts Institute of Technology ,'..".(

Massachusetts State Prison 3,20

Mechanic Apprentices' Library 4, .",(>

Medical Library Association of Boston 2, 50

Merrill's Library 4,00!

Mrs. S. H. Hayes's Family and Day School 1

Naval Library and Institute 4. ."01

New Church Library ,'

Public Institutions on Deer Island '2. ml

Roxbury Society for Medical Improvement 1,">QI

Seamen's Friend Society 1,00

Young Men's Christian Association 4,?-5f

Young Men's Christian Union 1 3, 63t>

Young Women's Christian Association 1,00)'

III. PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF BROOKLYN.

BY S. B. NOTES,
Librarian of the Mercantile Library.

THE MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

Ihe Mercantile Library of Brooklyn owed its origin in 1857 to a po
ular movement on the part of the business and professional classes

the community, based on the conviction, to quote the words of one of tl

chief benefactors of the library,
" that the great public requirement f

the city, of the first importance in the order of time," was a great pub i-

library of circulation and reference, comprehensive in its scope and po
ular in its administration. The word " mercantile" has had no signi

cance as implying any limitation in its organization and work. To bui il

up a great collection of the best books in all the various departments
science and literature, past and present, has been the constant aim of i

managers.
The initial steps in organization were taken in 1857, at a public mee

ing.

December 17, 1857, a constitution was adopted, and in March,
the act of incorporation was secured.

The library was opened to the public in May, 1858, with 7,000 volume

on the shelves, increased during the same year to 11,400 volumes. 1 ' i
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ing the first ten years the association occupied rooms in the Athenaeum

building, the library growing slowly but steadily.

Ju 1861 Mrs. Maria Cary, widow of William H. Gary, gave $5,000 to

the library, in the form of a trust, the principal to remain intact, the

interest to be expended in the purchase of books in the departments of

history, science, and industrial and ornamental art. Another lady, M i>s

Caroline Thurston, gave to the library, in 1865, the sum of $100 to form

the nucleus of a permanent general book fund.

For several years prior to 1864 the want of a building of its own had
been keenly felt, and in April of that year the newly elected board

of directors subscribed among themselves the sum of 87,000 as the

basis of a building fund, and an executive committee was appointed
to devise a plan of action. The appeal to the public met with a gener-
ous response, and before the end of the year the sum subscribed reached
* 105,000, and the site of the present building was secured. The charter

of the institution was amended at this time in several particulars, one

section providing for the government of the association by a board of

fifteen directors, (instead of fourteen as heretofore,) one-third of them

to be elected annually, to hold office for three years. Another section

vested the control and management of the trust funds and property of

the association in a board of nine trustees, members of the association,

possessing the power of filling all vacancies in their own body ;
it being

the duty of the said trustees to pay over the income derived from the

property of the association to the treasurer of the association. Of the

board of trustees the president and treasurer of the association are ex

olliciis members.

The high prices which prevailed at the close of the war occasioned

some delay in building, but in the latter part of 1867 the corner-stone o

the present building was laid, and the edifice was completed in the fol-

lowing year. It is 75 feet wide on Montague street and 92 feet deep.

Kxelusive of the basement, it is three stories high, the main portion of

the first story being occupied by the reading room, the library coveiing

an equal area with the reading room and taking in the second and third

stories. The total cost of the library building was $159,000; and the

total of the building fund subscriptions having amounted to $169,000,

the balance, amounting to $10,000, was funded. The number of indi-

vidual subscribers to the building fund was within 250, the largest sin-

gle subscriptions being one of $12,50Q, one of $10,000, two of $5,000, and

two of s
2,000. There were sixty-two individual subscribers to the book

fund of $50,000, one of whom subscribed $20,000. The next highest

subscription was $2,000. Most of those who subscribed to the book

fund had also subscribed to the building fund.

Fortunately for the library and for those who were to be the recipients

of its benefits, the immediate ability to add largely to the number of

books was amply secured to it. The generous offer of Mr. S. U. Uut-

temlen to subscribe the sum of $20,000, if $30,000 additional could be
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raised, the whole sum to be devoted to the purchase of books, \\a

promptly responded to by other friends of the association, so that th

whole amount was secured within the period of two months; thus lil'i

ing the library, at the very opening of its new career, from a condition

of incompleteness to a comparative fulness of resource. The fruit of

this wise and provident generosity is shown in the rapid growth of tl e

library during the six years following. *

The library on the day of opening, January 18, 1869, had upon i s

shelves 20,994 volumes.

The annual additions to the library since 1869 (exclusive of pamphle 8
j

and unbound numbers of serials) have been as follows :

Voliiin (.

1869-70 4,3-9

1870-71 5,5,4

1871-72 10,1W>

1872-73

1873-74 3.4J11

1874-75 2,914

The present classification of the library, in detail, as reported Murcli

25, 1875, is subjoined as follows :

History, topography, voyages, and travels 7,5"3

Theology and ecclesiastical history :i. 7 '

Science and industrial arts 3,4-il

Biography I . v!
''

Natural history 1.17'

Fine arts !.:(--'

Collective works, encyclopaedias, etc 1,37'J

Philosophy, education, language, etc 1.7'i'.'

Political, social, and economic sciences 2, 4 W

Poetry, the drama, essays, etc 4,017

Fiction

Works in foreign languages not elsewhere classified 1,

Periodicals '.

Miscellaneous, includiug duplicates

Total number of volumes 50

All but a small portion of this sum of $50,000 has now been expend >1,

and the library will shortly be entirely dependent upon the current e-

ceipts from membership and the income, about $4,000 a year, deri <1

from property belonging to the association. It is, therefore, feit to be of

vital necessity that the general book fund of the library should 1<

largely increased, if the demands of the future are to be adequately n t.

A new and pretty full catalogue of the library is now printing, r-

ranged by authors, titles, subjects, and classes.

Annual circulation of books, 1869-'74.

1869,

1870.

1871.

1872.

1873.

1874.

Voli

0]

111,

121,

in;

11.-

"

"
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Membership.

The total membership stood on the 20th of March, 1875, as follows :

Permanent members by the payment of $500 160

Life members by the payment of $100 515

Life members by the payment of $50 50

Annual members by the payment of $5 2,332

Total 3,057
Extra subscriptions of $3 173

The total receipts from the membership, including initiation fees, an-

nual dues, fines, extra subscriptions, etc., amounted during the year
1874-75 to $13,013.60.

Terms of subscription to the library and reading rooms.

Any person may become a subscriber upon the following terms, which

entitle the subscriber to the use of the library and reading rooms, and
also to attendance upon the classes at reduced rates, viz :

For clerks, students, journeymen mechanics and apprentices, and for

ladies, first year, $1 initiation fee, and $4 per annum, payable quarterly
if desired; thereafter, $5 per annum, payable quarterly if desired; for

merchants and professional men, and all other persons, $5 per annum,
payable, in advance.

Any person may become a life member by the payment of $100. A
:>ri inanent membership is created by the payment of $500.

THE LONG ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

An account of the library of this society will be found in Chapter XIII,

1
1. .'553, of this report.

LIBRARY OF THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.

library of the Young Men's Christian Association dates from the

iou of the association itself, in November, 1853. The library
lumbers about 8,01)0 volumes. The first catalogue was issued in 1861

;

mother catalogue was issued in 1872. The average circulation of books
> about 40,000 per annum.

YOUTHS' FREE LIBRARY OF THE BROOKLYN INSTITUTE.

This library has, under its present name and its original name of the

Apprentices' Library, been in existence over half a century, having been

stiblishcd in 1823. The number of volumes in the library is about

',000. In is;:; the number of persons using the library was 2,000, and
lie circulation was about 40,01)0 volumes. In 1874 there was some

illing off in these two particulars. The income of the library is reported
s "barely sutlioient to keep the library from decay and to supply a few
cw books yearly," but, as one of the departments of the Brooklyn In-

Ititnte, it is entitled to rooms in the institute building, rent tree, and to

ue half of the net income from the building by rent or otherwise.

56 E
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HAMILTON LITERARY ASSOCIATION.

This association was organized in 1830 and incorporated in 1842. T

association has limited itself to the special purpose of a debating sorirtv

but has collected 1,000 volumes for the use of its members.

BROOKLYN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, EASTERN DISTRICT.

The Brooklyn Library Association of the Eastern District was <

ized in January, 1865, and incorporated April 3, 1805. The prt

number of volumes is 10,000. Three hundred and fifty volumes were

added during 1874-'75. The circulation of books is about 17,000 per

annum. The terms of subscription are $4 for the first year and * :> sub-

sequently.
HAWKINS'S CIRCULATING LIBRARY.

This library was established in 1848, with about 400 volumes, by tiie

father of the present proprietor. It now numbers about 17,000 vol-

umes, English and German, composed entirely of fiction. Circulation

for the past five years : 1870,21,210; 1871,21,963; 1872, 22,876; 1

23,933 ; 1874, 25,310.
OTHER COLLECTIONS.

Other libraries in Brooklyn numbering each more than 1,000 volume?

which are more or less accessible to the public are the following, furtliei

statistics of which will be found in the general table at the end of tin

volume. EDITORS.

Brooklyn Collegiate anil Polytechnic Institute 3, "KM

Brooklyn Heights Female Seminary I 11
,

"'

Brooklyn Law Library 5,

Carroll Park School 1.

House of the Good Shepherd
Packer Collegiate Institute

St. Francis College K< '"

Union for Christian Work .. I

IV. LIBRARIES IX CHARLESTON AND IN THE SOCTHE
STATES.

BY ARTirTR MAZYCK,
Librarian of the Charleston Library Society, Charleston, 8. O.

In order to understand the present condition of the libraries in

Southern States, and the causes which have led to their number to

so small and their existence so feeble, compared with those in o

parts of the United States, we must go back somewhat and see

was their state previous to the war which has so materially altered

conditions of society throughout the whole country, and especiall

these States.

We may remark that the conditions were not then especially fa

able to the growth of these institutions. Several of the States
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new and had not reached sufficient maturity for the development of

literary culture, while in the older States the peculiarly conservative

nature of society tended rather to refinement and cultivation among the

tipper classes than to the dissemination of education among the people

generally. The country was agricultural and mostly in the hands of

large proprietors, who, with the members of the learned professions and

wealthy
4

merchants, formed the leading class in all, or nearly all, of

the communities. The middle class, or tradespeople, formed but a
small and uuinfluential part of the population, and the laboring class

consisted almost entirely of negro slaves. It followed naturally, from
this state of things, that the need of public libraries, open to all, was

little, if at all, felt. There was no lack of the means of culture, for the

private collections of books were numerous and valuable. The standard

of education among the better classes was high. Most men acquired, in

ihe course of their collegiate studies, a knowledge of literature and taste

tor books, which afterward led them, by the purchase not only of cur-

<-nt literature, but in many cases, also, of rare and valuable works,
handed down from father to sou, and added to in each generation,) to

onn libraries complete and well selected, and not unfrequently number-

nff from 5,000 to 10,000 volumes.

The colleges and public schools were generally well supplied with

ibraries for the use of their students, and afforded the latter ample
neans for pursuing their studies beyond the range of ordinary text

>ooks, and for forming habits of reading and study.
In addition to the private collections and those of the schools, there

visted in most of the cities literary or library societies, owning many
Imusand volumes, which might be ranked under the head of public

hraries, inasmuch as they belonged to corporations or societies which
're open, under certain restrictions, to all persons in the community;
nt they were not in any sense free libraries, being supported for the

;iost part entirely by the subscriptions of their own members, and used

nly by such members. Being under the direction of their own otticei -,

ml independent of State or municipal control, they do not perhaps

1'iipv as conspicuous a position in the statistics of the country as their

oportance would warrant; but we shall find as we go on that they

"uprise the largest part of the present available libraries in the South.

Thus it happens that, in communities where it is a well established

!
let that a high state of culture and even considerable learning have

ways existed, the reports show but a small number of public libraries,

"1 those not generally extensive or very valuable.

It may le, interesting to note here some particulars concern in g pii

iic libraries and the fate which has befallen them. The loss of books

used by the late \\ar is irreparable. Thousands of volumes in every
'pertinent of literature, a large proportion of which can never be re-

need, were destroyed, as well as much material, in the shape of cdrre-

oiuleuce, deeds, pamphlets on local topics, etc., which would have
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proved invaluable to the historian. During the march of Sherman'*

army through Georgia and the Carolinas, it is a well known fact thnt

hundreds of private dwellings were burned to the ground with every-

thing in them
;
and where this was not done, the recklessness of tie

soldiers and the unrestrained license of the negroes destroyed wh;it

fire had left. Nor was this confined to the route of the main army.
Wherever the United States obtained a foothold, the property wits I

turned over to the negroes, without an effort, save in rare instaua s,
'

to preserve any part of it. The writer could speak from actual kuo^ i.

edge of many cases of this kind, but one will be sufficient for illust a-

tion.

On a plantation near the coast of South Carolina there was a libn i

of 6,000 to 8,000 volumes of the rarest and most valuable kind. Ti<

owner, a wealthy planter, had used all the efforts that a cultivated taf t

and abundant means could suggest to enrich his collection from e\

source, as well in Europe as in this country. It was miscellaneous in

character, abounding more in elegant and unique editions, ancient in: n

uscripts, and handsomely illustrated works than in any one branch <>

literature, but was specially rich in books relating to the early hi.storj<

of America. The plantation being somewhat remote from the seem

of military operations, and transportation being difficult, it wa-

thought necessary to remove the books, and they remained in saft-tj

until some time in 1864, when a United States gunboat went up the rive!

on which the plantation was situated, and the officers, landing, gave it int

the possession of the negroes. There followed a scene of the most want*)]

destruction; the house was ransacked, and every article of value o

ornament destroyed or carried off. The books shared the fate of i-ven

thing else; hundreds of volumes were torn to pieces and thrown out (

doors. Eye-witnesses have assured me that they saw the plates c

Audubon used for kindling fires; and recently, plates from the Bo} le

Shakspere, and Hogarth were found stopping the cracks of a lie

house. About a hundred volumes were, found scattered through

house; and after the war about two hundred more, many of them

broken sets, were sent on by a gentleman of one of the north T

cities, who said he had been a passenger on board the gunboat, and

succeeded in saving them. Thus perished a collection which it ha.
!

taken years of careful search and large sums of money to bring togethe

and which contained much that 'can never be replaced. As alrwvd

stated, the above is not a solitary instance. Numerous cases, alii "

exactly similar, occurred throughout all the States, and a little inv< -t

gation would show deplorable losses of this character, which

startle those whose attention has not been called to this subject.

CHARLESTON LIBRARY SOCIETY.

come now to the library societies of the South, and will tal

our first example the Charleston Library Society, which is the ol
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and which stands probably in the front rank of such associations. A
sketch of its history will give us an idea of the general character of

such institutions in the Southern States, and will serve to show how
they partook, to a certain extent, of the nature of private collections

rather than of what are usually considered public libraries.

As the preface to a catalogue of the books, published iu 1826, informs

us

The Charleston Library Society owes its origin to seventeen young gentlemen who,
in the year 1743, associated for the purpose of raising a small fund to "collect such new-

pamphlets" and magazines as should occasionally be published in Great Britain. They
advanced and remitted to London ten pounds sterling as a fund to purchase such

pamphlets as had appeared during the current year, acting at first under a mere verbal

ement and without a name. Before the close of the year their views became more

extensive, and, on the 28th December, rules for the organization of the society were

ratified and signed, when they assumed the name of a Library Society, and made

arrangements for the acquisition of books as well as of pamphlets.

Their rules lie before us, engrossed iu beautiful penmanship, in a

vellum covered volume, yellow with age, and their preamble is worthy of

insertion here as showing the desire for learning which animated the

men of that day, and which should be impressed upon us, whose oppor-
tunities for acquiring information are so vastly extended:

As the mind of Man has a pleasure in contemplating Nature, and of making Discov-

eries, so it is happily disposed to a desire of Communicating its Knowledge and At-

tainments to Others, and of having Intelligence of what passes in distant parts of the

I 'inverse.

To those, undoubtedly, We owe the Inventions and Improvements daily made in

Art, Sciences, Commerce, Agriculture, and Mechanism: which are constantly Observed

to flourish in every part of the World, in proportion to the Opportunities it has of

knowing what passes elsewhere.

The great disadvantage this Place labours under for want of such regular Intelli-

gence is but too heavily felt, and. therefore, Every person ought to Contribute with

;ill his power to the remedy of it. It is with this design that the Library Society have,
I liis Twenty-Eighth of December, Anno One Thousand Seven hundred and forty-Eight,

I to and subscribed the following Rules.

From this small beginning the society steadily advanced, drawing
into the list of its members the most cultivated and wealthy residents

>t the community, and making, by degrees, rich additions to its vol-

umes; We may mention, by the way, that at a meeting held on the 1st

>f April, 1749, we find Mr. William Strahan, of London, elected book-

^ller to the society. Any reader will recognize the name as that of a

'imminent English publishing house at this da\.

We lind on the list of presidents the names of such men as Charles

I'inckney, (iabriel Manigault, his excellency Hon. Will. Henry Lyttle-

"ii, the Hon. Will. Bull, Lord Charles Gr. Montague, Gen. Charles

'. I'inckney, Kalph Izard, Stephen Elliott, and others more or less dis-

inguished in the history of Carolina for ability and learning.
I lie advance, however, while steady, was not rapid, and consisted

at her in the value of the particular sets of books purchased than in

the number of volumes of general and current literature added. Most
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of the members, as already stated, were men of means, and the library

was used by them not so much for circulating books among reade

generally, as a place of deposit for such works as were too large or e

pensive to be owned by single individuals. Hence, we find on its shelv

many treasures for the lover of books five editions of the English
classics

; huge folios of the Fathers
;
rare old pamphlets on the histoty

of this country ;
works like the famous Antiquities of Piranesi

; tfce

splendid Description de l'gypte; a second folio of Shakspere, and a

host of others which our space does not permit us to refer to

particularly.

This easy and gradual advance continued until the breaking out of tie

late war, when, of course, all progress ceased; and it being found in

1863 that the books were no longer safe in Charleston, the greater part

were removed to Columbia, where they were deposited in the university

buildings, then used as a hospital. Here they fortunately escaped de-

struction.

Meantime the building of the society was broken into on the evacua-

tion of Charleston, and the books left in it, comprising all the fiction

and other light literature, as well as a considerable number of la^r

and miscellaneous books, were destroyed or carried off. The General

Government then took possession of the building and used it as a cus-

tom house for several months.

In January, 1866, the society was re-organized by those members \vlo

had re-assembled in Charleston, and it was determined to bring batk

the books and re-open the library. This was accomplished after sur-

mounting many difficulties and obstacles, for the funds of the society

were entirely exhausted. The officers of the Government had not only

paid nothing for the use of the building, but had allowed it to fall into

an almost ruinous condition, and the members were utterly impover-

ished
; many of them unable to meet even their annual dues, and none

of them in a condition to make any extra subscription to the society.

By persistent effort, however, and the exercise of strict economy, tiie

debts of the society were gradually paid off, subscriptions to reviews

and magazines were renewed, a few books purchased, and some new

and active members introduced, so that by the beginning of the year

1871 the affairs of the society began to wear a hopeful aspect.

In the mean time the Apprentices' Library Society, an association >f

somewhat later date, was re-organized, and efforts were made to com-

bine the two societies. The Apprentices' Library Society had attain* d

some growth before the war, and was of a more popular character tb;-u

the older society. The building and all the books were destroyed Ty

fire in 1861, but a small fund remained, and the few surviving members

exerted all their efforts, with considerable success, to revive the society.

In October, 1874, the two societies were amalgamated under the nai M

and charter of the Charleston Library Society, and at present the prrs-

pects of that society are extremely good. The number of readers li i>

largely increased, new books are constantly purchased, and it is hop '1
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within a short time to catalogue and arrange them so as to display to
the best advantage these really valuable stores. 1

V,
r

e have been thus particular in describing this society because we
believe it to be a fair example of similar associations throughout the
South. A correspondence with the principal libraries develops the fact

that most of them have followed the same course. Those established
before the war, well sustained up to that period, but not greatly ex-

tended, were, of course, much reduced, and in some cases altogether de-

stroyed. They have since revived with more or less vigor, and generally
with a view to greater popularity. Many new ones have been started,
and have, as a rule, proved successful. The scope of this paper does
not permit us to give the history of each of the library societies and

public libraries; but we select a sufficient number of instances of vari-

ous kinds to give, we hope, a fair general idea of their condition and

prospects.

We begin with the history of the Georgia Historical Society, at Savan-

nah, Ga., which ranks among the most useful and active. The librarian

writes:

l'.>-fore the war little was done by our society toward increasing the library, but since
1-ii.") the number of books has been nearly doubled; and in 1871 the second article of
ili-' constitution was amended by adding the words, "and to create a library for the

of its members." The number of volumes in the library is now over 9,000, and the

increase during the past year was 728 volumes. . . . No persons are allowed to

draw books except members of the society and their families and the female teachers
in the city schools. Our rooms are open to visitors, and persons desiring to consult
books of reference are allowed to do so. We have a reading room, where the loading
papers of the country are kept on file, and we take a large number of American and

foreign periodicals.

Tim library is soon to be moved into a new building, constructed for

it by a wealthy family of Savannah at a cost of about $50,01)0. It is

to be wished that more such acts of generosity and public spirit could be
i >vonlrd throughout the country.
The Galveston Free Library, of Galvestou, Tex., presents a mostgrat-

il.\ ing report. The Chamber of Commerce of Galveston, which founded
tlic library under the name of the Galveston Mercantile Library, find-

i

II.L; the demand for books greater than their funds would supply, offered

to give the library to the city on condition that it should be sustained
MM! made free to the people. The offer was accepted, and the ordinance
was passed in March, 1874, accepting the offer and providing for the

i't'nnanent support of the library by an appropriation of $230 per mouth,
Mid by such regulations as afford the amplest facilities for the rapid in-

Tease of the number of books and their free use by all residents of

lalvestou over twelve years of age.

A a. \\ Caialu^ue of the Books and Pamphlets belonging to the Charleston Library

Society, Charleston, 1876, compiled by Mr. Mnzyck, has been received. It forms an
" tavo volume of 372 pages, and is arranged alphabetically by authors, sitbjecto, and

titles, with imprints. EDITORS.



888 Public Libraries in the United States.

The bulletin and reports of this library show an admirable selection. I
Some of the departments, such as local history, for instance, are made I

particularly complete; but there is also a sufficient supply of general I
literature to meet the wants of all classes of readers. The collection

numbers between 8,000 and 9,000 volumes.

In the published account of the twenty-second annual meeting of

the Petersburg Library Association, Petersburg, Va., March 4, 1ST5

the report of the board of managers gives the following figures :

Number of volumes January 1, 1861 fi, ("22

Number at the close of the war
Number lost and destroyed during the war 2, JH

Number now in library :

Number bought the present year 91

Periodicals taken
'

II

Newspapers taken

The report gives some hope of an improved condition of affairs, au<

makes an earnest appeal to the citizens for aid.

The librarian of the Library Association of Little Eock, Ark., writes:

The Library Association of Little Rock was organized in November, 1867. It is foi

the exclusive use of members of the association. The present membership is ab'n

one hundred and fifty, and the condition and prospects better than they have ever bti

before; the number of books, 1,000; annual increase, 250. . . . Oar princi{>a'

readers are of the middle and upper classes. We have to regret a lack of taste foi

reading in the lower classes throughout, and among the young men of the upper !im

middle classes. Scarcely any of our clerks and younger men of business, or even o:

the professions, show any inclination to patronize a public library.

The Young Men's Library of Atlanta, Ga., exhibits perhaps the mos

rapid advance that we have yet noticed. The librarian informs us tl a

the library and reading room were established in August, 1867, wtl

twenty or thirty members, and an "armful of books." They have u<>v

fully six hundred and fifty members and over 4,500 volumes, and addi

tioiis are made almost weekly by purchase or donation. Their <-ol

lections considerably exceed their expenses, so that they have now somi

$2,500 invested as the nucleus of a building fund. Their present room

are spacious and well ventilated. The circulation in 1874 was

15,000 volumes, and the librarian expects a considerable increase

ing the present year,
STATE LIBRARIES.

Our attention is next directed to the State libraries, that is to

those at the capitals of each State, and supported by legislative g

These are in general used merely for the deposit of official document

and publications, and are for the use only of members of the It-tri- 1 ; <

ture and State officials; but in some cases they are more extended im

are made of real service to the people.

The Virginia State Library, at Kichinond, Va., receives a handscm

grant of from three to five thousand dollars per annum; contains ab>u

35,000 volumes, largely made up of general literature, and is open, tin ie

what restrictions we are not precisely informed, to all citizens.
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The Mississippi State Library, at Jackson, Miss., is most admirably
sustained. Its largest department is law, and we tbink it may justly
claim to be the best law library in the Southern States; but there is

also a fair proportion of other literature. We learn that the number of

volumes of law is 9,000; of general literature, i. e., theology, history,

biography, poetry, and the drama, etc., 3,000; miscellaneous, including

public documents, about 4,000 ; pamphlets, (various,) 3,500. It has a

yearly State grant of $5,000, which is under the control of the gov-
ernor and the judges of the supreme court. It is expected that 2,000
volumes will be added during the year 1875-76. The library is open to

the bar and to citizens generally. With such advantages this library
bids fair to become one of the most important in the Southern States,
and we cannot too highly commend the wise policy of the Mississippi
State government in thus liberally supplying one of the greatest need*
of the people and furnishing them with the best possible means of im-

provement.
It would be well if the legislatures of all the Southern States would turn

their attention to this matter, and according to their means and oppor-
tunities follow the example of Virginia and Mississippi. Even if the

collections were not made so general, it would be of incalculable service

to have in each State a library where particular kinds of information

could certainly be obtained.

COLLEGE LIBRARIES.

The libraries of educational institutions do not properly belong to the

subject of this paper, and we have not extended our inquiries far in

that direction. Most of the universities and colleges are provided with

libraries for the use of their students, which, of course, have followed

the fortunes of the institution to which they are attached. Many of

these are carefully gathered collections, and some of them rank very

high. The Library of the University of Virginia was the largest and
best in the South, and that of the South Carolina College

1

was, in pro-

portion to the size of the college, not far behind it. The former, we

brlieve, is still well sustained, while the latter has shared the fate of the

college, and is not only poorly supported, but, we are informed, many of

the books have been lost or stolen.

It is much to be desired that these college libraries should be opened
to the public. If the citizens of towns in which colleges are situated

\vereallowed the use of the libraries under certain restrictions, and

perhaps on payment of some fee, it would most likely prove a mutual

benefit. The students do not need the use of a very great number of

volumes at any one time, and many books lie on the shelves utilised

; Tlif name of this institution was changed, in 18(55, to the University of South, Cnr-

I'lina, a i id the library numbered according to the last returns 28,250 volumes, inrlmlinn
' students' society library of 1,250 volumes. A brief sketch of the library will be

found on pages 121, 122, of this report. EDITORS.



890 Public Libraries in tlie United States.

which might be turned to valuable service iu the community. On th

other hand, the citizens, having their interest and attention drawn t

the institution, would be prompted to give it a more liberal support.

CONCLUSION.

But we have digressed somewhat from the strict limits of our subjec

and must return to say with regret that, notwithstanding the occasional

instances of favorable progress that we have been able to note above,
view of the condition of public libraries in the Southern States presents

after all but a barren prospect. In proportion to the population tin i

number is exceedingly small
; they are poorly supported ; are conducte I

on no general or fixed system, and are confined usually to the lai -

cities, while the smaller communities in these States are, for the moat

part, absolutely destitute of this most necessary means of education and

refinement.

The greatest number of volumes in any one library is 35,000, which

stnall when compared with many libraries in the northern and weste

cities. Of course a list of the contents of the libraries in the Sou

would not include all the books which are read by the people, for be-

sides the books purchased by private individuals, the number of which

is still considerable, notwithstanding their reduced means, there are all

through the country book clubs and private circulating libraries wind:

supply a large number of readers; but we have to repeat that the num-

ber of public libraries is far, very far, short of what it should be and

what the needs of the people demand. We do not believe that this

state of things arises from any lack of interest on the part of the peo-

ple, for we have already seen that among some classes, at least, the de-

sire for education is very strong, and it is easy to show how much the

need of facilities for obtaining it is felt. The difficulty is chiefly finan-

cial. There are very few persons in the Southern States whose wealth

is sufficient to enable them to do anything toward the endowment of

public institutions; and while we could record here some noble in-

stances of public spirit, we regret to find that it does not generally exilt

among the present possessors of wealth, and the majority of the mem-

bers of library societies are really unable to do more than pay a v

small annual subscription.

Unfortunately, the present political condition of most of the Stat

precludes the possibility of any help from State or municipal source*

An appropriation which should take little from the public treasu

would do incalculable benefit in this direction
;
but while much poli

cal capital is made out of grand schemes for education in general, u

serious effort is made to carry out those schemes; and even where fun

are actually appropriated by State or city, there is sometimes little left

for their proper object after they have passed through the hands

three or four officials. But the need exists and is deeply felt how deep \~
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it is difficult to appreciate without personal observation, though every
statement we have made tends to show it.

We have seen a people fond of literary culture, amply supplied with

books in their homes ajid in their colleges, having almost every volume

swept away at a blow, and at the same time losing the means to re-

place their lost books, and even to keep up with the publications of the

day. We have seen earnest men trying to gather up the fragments and

organize associations to continue the work; and, unfortunately, we have
seen how little after all has really been accomplished, owing, it can only
be supposed, to the absence of systematic and combined effort among
themselves and a little aid and encouragement from without. There

is no time and no place where well sustained public libraries are not

valuable, and indeed necessary to the education and refinement of the

people ;
but in the cities and towns of the Southern States at present

the need is such that we are scarcely speaking too strongly when we

say that upon its supply will depend whether the people of these States

ise again to their former position in the country or sink into a coudi-

ion of dependency on the more enlightened communities.

Young men are now compelled to leave school and go into business

long before their education is completed. Many of them are accus-

tomed to associate a high intellectual culture with their social stand-

ing, and, being unable to attain this, they must necessarily set for

themselves a lower standard; besides, we know that it is utterly im-

ssible for men to rise very high in any department without thorough
ueation. The mind naturally narrows itself to its surroundings, and

we, can never expect to have great statesmen or professional men, or

even large minded and enlightened merchants, until we give our men the

opportunities which their own resources do not permit them to enjoy.

But the higher classes are not, perhaps, the greatest sufferers. The re-

tineineiits of their homes, at any rate, serve as a check to keep them from

j?oing down altogether; but for those who are without such restraining

iiillnences, everything tends to lower their condition as regards literary

improvement. Every news-stand is filled with dime novels and il-

lustrated papers of the most vicious character. These are constantly
thrown in the way of the people, young and old, and cannot fail to have
a most pernicious effect, sooner or later, on the public morals.

There is also another class which now forms a considerable part of

the readers of most of the southern cities. Besides those persons who
are traveling lor business purposes, there are every \vinterthousandsof

people from the Northern States who come to the South seeking a more

Denial climate. They are temporarily without employment, and time

hangs heavily on their hands whi-n deprived of books for amusement or

inMnietion. Being generally but a short time in anyone place, they
;uv not disposed to' purchase books to leave behind or be burdened with

on their journeys, and consequently they depend on the public reading

looms. AS these people are generally well off, they can afford to p.i\
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for the privilege of reading, ami thus do something toward the suppor
of the library which they use.

Our experience does not enable us to say much on the subject of fre -.

libraries, but we are disposed to think that the payment of a small fee

or rather monthly or annual subscription, is not a disadvantageous

regulation. It carries with it a certain accountability, and tends to make

people value more highly library privileges. This we think is especially

the case where persons are required to become members of a society-

Each feels a personal interest in the success of the enterprise, and is ap-

to use efforts to induce others to feel a similar interest. To meet tho

wants of those who are entirely without the means of subscribing, sonir

way might be devised to enable them to obtain books through mem-
bers. A very good plan exists at present in the Charleston Library

Society, and perhaps in some other libraries. No person under twenty-

one years of age can become a member, but each regular member is

entitled to the privilege of recommending a certain number of minors,
for whose proper conduct in the use of the library he is responsible.

By this means its benefits are widely extended at a small cost to indi.

viduals, and the society is protected in its property by the liability of

its members for injury done either by themselves or by the minors in-

troduced by them.

The working regulations of libraries, however, are of comparatively

small importance, and can easily be arranged according to the circum-

stances of each. The vital matter is to establish these institutions and

put them once on a firm footing, and we are convinced their success

would follow as a certainty. How this is to be done it does not lit- i.i

our province to suggest, further than the few observations we havo

made on special cases, and indeed it would require very careful study

of the subject to determine upon a plan which would meet all the BO-

quirements. At present we fear that our only hope is through tbe

efforts of individuals in forming and keeping up literary societies and

extending their benefits as widely as possible, and those efforts shoiil 1

meet with the warmest support and encouragement from the Govern-

ment as well as the people ;
and no means or opportunity should be

overlooked to impress upon our people the immense value and importan e

of these institutions to them, and the duty that rests on every citizen

to use his utmost abilities to encourage and aid them.
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V. PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF CHICAGO.

BY WILLIAM F. POOLE,
Librarian of the Chicago Public Library.

CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

The Chicago Historical Society was organized in April, 1856, and at

the time of the great fire of October, 1871, had what was supposed to be

a fire-proof building, which had cost $00,000, and a valuable collection

of historical books and pamphlets. On the 19th of November, 1868,
the new building was dedicated with appropriate exercises. From the

address delivered on the occasion by Hon. Isaac N". Arnold, it appears
that the society had then 15,412 bound volumes, 72,104 pamphlets, 1,738
files of newspapers, 4,689 manuscripts, 1,200 maps and charts, 380 cabi-

net collections, and 4,682 miscellaneous objects, including prints. Up to

the time of the fire constant additions were made, and it was then the

most valuable historical collection in the Xorth west. Dr. William Barry,
the efficient secretary and librarian, was the person to whom the largest
share of credit was due in collecting these materials. In this work he

had the active co-operation and pecuniary assistance of the officers and

members, among wjaom were William H. Brown, William B. Ogden,
John Y. Scammon, Luther Haven, George Manierre, and others. The

library was especially strong in the documents and sessional papers of

the several States, in works relating to the Indian tribes, the early French

explorations, the Jesuit missionary enterprises, and in books and pam-
phlets illustrating the history of the West. The building and all its con-

tents were consumed in the great fire; not a book, pamphlet, or paper

being saved.

Mr. Scammon, with the aid of a few of its members, began soon after

to make the nucleus of a new collection, and friends from abroad sent in

donations. These were temporarily stored in a block on Wabash aveiine,

when the second great fire of July 14, 1874, swept over that part of the

city, and the collection was again wholly consumed. The society has

maintained its organization, and is again preparing to resume active

operations. It has trust funds which will soon be available for restor-

ing its collection. Its library now numbers only 300 volumes.

YOUNG MEN'S ASSOCIATION LIBRARY.
In .January, 1841, when Chicago had less than 5,000 inhabitants, the

Voun- Men's Association Library was organized, and for thirty \< MI-.

till it was destroyed in the great fire of 1871, was the chief library of

iicnhitiou in the city, and maintained, also, a reading room tor n

papers and periodicals. Its growth was slow, and by no means com-

mensurate with the growth of the city. In 1865, when its- last eataloirue

was printed, it had nominally '.^'lO volumes, but of these a careful ex-

amination of the shelves and the register of circulation showed that

iMi'l volumes were missing and lost. The average increase in the num-

ber of books for several years had been about 600 volume. The aver-

age daily circulation in 1865 was 177 volumes. It had a nieml>er>liip of
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1,659 personsvot' whom 157 were life members, 16 honorary members, 134

lady members, and 1,.">52 annual paying members. The rules prescribed
the payment of ail initiation fee of ? 2 and an annual tax of *:>. A consid-

erable income was also derived from the profits of an annual course of pub-
lic lectures. The latest official statistics we have found are those of ]

From that time to 1871 the library was considerably increased, and had,
at the date last named about 18,000 volumes; among them was a set <>t'

the British patent reports, which had been given by the British govern-

ment, numbering about 2,000 bound volumes, the only set in the ^

Xothing was saved from the library in the great fire, and no attempt
has since been made to re-organize the association and re-establish the

library.
CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY.

This library had its origin in the sympathy felt for Chicago in Eng-
land after the great fire of 1871. In addition to the money subscription

which was opened in England, a number of English gentlemen amoii-

whom, perhaps, Mr. Thomas Hughes (author of Tom Brown at Oxford)
took the leading part started a subscription of books to supply the

losses sustained by Chicago in the destruction of her libraries. Au
appeal was made to authors, societies, and public institutions to give

their books, and about 7,000 volumes were thus contributed. The Brit-

ish Museum presented all its own publications. The master of the rolls

gave the Chronicles and Memorials of Great Britain and the Calendar

of State Papers. The University of Oxford gave the publications of

the Oxford University Press, about 250 volumes elegantly bound. Her

Majesty the Queen presented The Early Years of the Prince Consort,

inscribed with her own autograph ;
and many of the living authors of

England sent in their books to the committee in London. In the case

of authors deceased, as Lord Macaulay and Dr. Arnold, of Rugby, the

relatives donated their books. The inscription on the book-plate in the

volume presented by Her Majesty is as follows :
" Presented to the eit\

of Chicago, towards the formation of a free library, after the great fire o

1871, as a mark of English sympathy, by Her Majesty the Queen Y;<-

toria." An autograph inscription is also made on the fly-leaf.

There was then no library organized in Chicago that could receive

these books. An application was made to the general assembly of the

State for a general public library act which would allow the city to

establish such a library and support it by public taxation. Such an act

was passed by the State legislature March 7, 1873. A reading room

was immediately started in the city building, on the coruerof Adams ami

La Salle streets, and the books which had been donated in England aixl

elsewhere were here stored. A librarian was appointed, who entered

upon his duties January 1, 1874. Temporary rooms were secured, on the

corner of Wabash avenue and Madison street, which were occupied

March 16, 1874, and the library was opened for circulation on the 1st of

May, with 17,355 volumes, of which about 13,000 were adapted for gen-
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eral circulation. The official year closed with the same month of May.
In the last week of that month the average number of volumes issued

daily was 437.

The number of volumes in the library at the date of the next annual

report, May 31, 1875, was 39,236, of which 20,122 volumes had been
added during the year by purchase and 969 by gift. The amount

expended for books was $28,410.63. The number of registered book
borrowers was 23,284, of whom 14,657 were males and 8,627 were females.

Book borrowers are required to deposit a certificate, signed by a respon-
sible party, stating that the guarantor will be responsible for the return

of the books and the payment of fines incurred. The total number of

books issued for home reading was 403,356, or a daily average of 1,322.

The number of serials kept on file in the reading room was 368
;
of these,

_!SS were periodicals and 80 newspapers. The whole working force of

tbe library included 26 persons. The amount paid for salaries was
! $15,545. The reading room is kept open on Sundays as on secular days-
The average number of readers on Sunday was 560, against 423 reported
the previous year. The entire running expenses were about $25,000 a

year. The library is supported wholly by public taxation, the State

law allowing a tax of one-fifth of a mill on the dollar valuation to be

laid for this purpose. On the present valuation of the city, this would

give an annual income of about $60,000. The city council, however,
has the authority to order a levy for a less amount, if it sees fit. The

library now numbers 48,100 volumes, and is situated on the corner of

1 H-arborn and Lake streets.

OTHER COLLECTIONS.

A list is here appended of the other public or semi-public libraries in

Chicago, which number each more than 1,000 volumes. Further statis-

tics of these; and minor collections may be found in the general table at

the end of this volume. EDITORS.
Volume*.

A cailemy of Sciences 1 ..">""

Allen's Academy 2,500

Majitist, I'n ion Theological Seminary
' 15,000

Chicago College of Pharmacy
Chicago Theological Seminary

1 F>,500

'

'liirago Tnrngciucindo 1,500

Chicago University 18,000

Cohl.'s Library 9,126

Law Institute 7,000

lYrsliyti-rian Theological Seminary of the Northwest 1 8,000

8t Ignatius College
y '

000

Seminary of tin- Sanvil Heart -'.?>'

I n ion Catholic Library Association ^'^
\\Vst -Side Library....". K' 000

Vonng Men's Christian Association 8,fl7(

\ notice of the library will be fonnd in the chapter on Theological Libraries,

chapter IV, p. 143.

-Il'i.l.. p. 111.
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THE NEWBERRY LEGACY TO CHICAGO.

The largest legacy made for a public library in this country ha

recently fallen to the benefit of the citizens of Chicago by the death o

Miss Julia dewberry, the last surviving daughter of the late Walter I

Newberry, of Chicago. She died at Rome, Italy, April 4, 1876. The
value of the Newberry estate is now estimated by the trustees to be*

$4,000,000. One-half of the estate is to descend to the heirs of the tes-

tator's brothers and sisters, and the other half is to be devoted to the

foundation and support of a free public library, to be situated in the

North Division of Chicago.
Mr. Newberry died on the 6th of November, 1868, leaving his whol

estate to two trustees, Mark Skinner and E. W. Blatchford, as executors

and trustees, with full powers to administer the same, and to appoint

their successors. After providing for the widow, his two unmarried

daughters, and other relatives, his executors were required to pay to his

two daughters, or to the survivor of them, annually, the net income of th

estate. After the death of his daughters, if they married and had issu

the estate was to be divided among such issue. The elder daughtx-r

Mary, died two years ago, unmarried. The younger daughter, Julia,

also unmarried, died, as stated above, in April, 1876. This contingency
was provided for in the testator's will as follows :

la case of the death of both of rny said daughters, without leaving lawful issue, theu

immediately after the decease of my wife, if she survives my said daughters, but if not,

then immediately after the decease of the last surviving one of my said daughters, my
said trustees shall divide niy estate into two equal shares, my said trustees being (lie

sole judges of the equality and correctness of such division, and shall at once pron <<!

to distribute one of such shares among the lawful surviving descendants of my own

brothers and sisters, such descendants taking per stirpes and not per capita.

The other share of my estate shall be applied by ray said trustees, as soon as ibe

same can conveniently be done, to the founding of a free public library, to be located iii

that portion ofthe city of Chicago now known as the " North Division." And I do here by

authorize and empower my said trustees to establish such library, on such foundafi >n.

iinder such rules and regulations for the government thereof, appropriate such portion

of the property set apart for such library to the erection of proper buildings and fur-

nishing the same, and such portion to the purchase and procurement of books, in:

charts, and all such other articles and things as they may deem proper and appropriate ,

for a library, and such other portion to constitute a permanent fund, the income of

which shall be applicable to the purpose of extending and increasing such library;,

hereby fully empowering my said trustees to take such action in regard to such libmry

as they may judge fit and best, having in view the growth, preservation, pi-rinaneDce.

and general usefulness of such library.

The widow, in lieu of the provisions made for her in the will, elcc oil

to take her right of dower, and hence her interests in the estate n

secured and fixed, whether the ultimate purposes of the will be can led

out soon, or be postponed till her death. It is understood to be

wish of the trustees, the widow, and the testator's relatives that

foundation of the library should be commenced as early as possi

Of the estate, nearly a million dollars are in available funds, and

le
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remainder is in real estate in the city and suburbs of Chicago which is

rapidly appreciating in value. The trustees have expressed the opinion
that in ten years the estate will be worth ten millions. Judge Skinner
two years ago, being about to make a visit to Europe, resigned his

trusteeship, and Mr. William H. Bradley was appointed his successor.

Judge Skinner, however, still resides in Chicago, and the trustees will

have the benefit of his large business experience and his literary cul-

ture in the organization of the library. The confidence which the tes-

tator felt in him is expressed in the following clause in the will :

In consequence of an acquaintance and friendship now subsisting for thirty years
bet \vt-cn myself and my said trustee, Mark Skinner, I have such confidence in his

judgment, that, whilst I do not anticipate that any conflict of opinion will arise in

ivjriml to the management of my estate, it is my wish that so long as he remains trus-

fcc of my estate, his opinion in regard to the conduct and management of the same

y prevail in cases where differences ofjudgment may occur.

It is too early now to predict, much less to state with any accuracy,
tie precise form in which this noble gift to Chicago will be adminis-

red. It will be seen that it is not a gift to the city as a corporation,
and that the city government has no part or function in its administra-

n. The whole management is in the hands of two trustees, with full

po \vers to appoint their successors. Two more estimable and trust-

worthy citizens could not be named than the present trustees. The
testator provided that no bonds should be required of his original ap-

pointees, and he left it with them to decide whether bonds should be

required of their successors. It is probable that, with so large a foun-

dation, the library will be independent and form no union with any ex-

isting institutions.. It is probable, also, that the trustees will aim to

make it the largest and most complete reference library in the country.
Such a library, adapted to the higher wants of scholars, is greatly needed

M a national as well as a local institution. The Astor Library, from its

\\aiit of means, has not been able to supply this desideratum. Up t>

i he time of the death of Mr. William B. Astor the library, in buildings,

books, and invested funds, had only about $750,000 expended upon it.

The legacy of Mr. Astor added $249,000 to its resources. The Newberry

Uhrary \\ill start with at least double that sura; and if its organiza-
tion be delayed, with a much larger foundation. A whole square,

bounded by Hush, Ontario, Ohio, and Pine streets, the Newborn-

homestead before the great fire of 1871, is now vacant for the erection

t he library building. The functions of a large reference library would

i"t interfere with, but, on the other hand, would supplement, those of

he. Chicago Public Library supported by city taxation, which are mainly
< supply the citizens with books for circulation. The Chicago Ilistori-

il Society, which lost its building and collections in the great fire of

^71, has funds for rebuilding, and a field of usefulness independent of

hat, of the Newberry Library. No one library, however large its re-

ources, can meet the many sided wants of a metropolitan community
ith a population of half a million.

~>7 E
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Mr. Newberry, formerly- a resident of Detroit, came to Chicago \vh

the city had less thau teu thousand inhabitants. He brought with him

money which he judiciously invested in land, which has increased enor-

mously in value, and much of it is still unimproved, though within

the city limits. His business habits were singularly exact and me
thodical. He never contracted any debts nor allowed any incumbrance
on his property. While he educated and supported his family in a style

befitting his wealth, in his personal conduct he was saving and unosten-

tatious. He made his investments and managed his business with con-

stant reference to the theory of probabilities. To the attorney who drew

his'will, he stated the estimate he had made of the probability tb a

one-half of his estate would go eventually to the foundation of a libra y

There were forty chances in a hundred, he said, of this event occurring-.

He had considered the health of his daughters, the probability of tlmir

marrying, having issue, etc. .For several years before his death he was

the president of the Chicago Historical Society, and he took considera-

ble interest in the institution. It was an occasion of surprise to the

members that the society received- no legacy in his will. He died oil

th *, ocean while on a voyage to Europe.

VI. PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF CINCINNATI.

BY \V. II. VEXABLE.

Many of the original settlers of Cincinnati were persons of educatic

and refinement. They had acquired mental habits, the exercise of whicl

was necessary to their contentment. Hence, their intellectual enterprise

kept a more even pace with their material prosperity thau is usual ii

pioneer towns. Schools and churches were established as soon as

practicable. An association for literary and scientific improvement

organized at an early date, under the presidency of the accomplislie*

Josiah Meigs. A newspaper, The Western Spy, was issued in Ciuuio

nati, in 1799, and a few years later pamphlets and books began to ap

pear from the local printing-offices, prognosticating that activity of tli

press which has since made the city famous for the magnitude of it

publishing business.

It is not surprising that a community which fostered the school, tb

lyceuin, and the press regarded reading as the foundation of cult in

and considered the collection of books for popular use an essential p

of public duty. To the founders of Cincinnati belongs the credit <

having instituted the first public library within the Northwestern Te

ritory.
THE CINCINNATI LIBRARY

went into operation March 6, 1802, thirteen years after the towr

b3guu, and two years before the formation of the famous "Coon

Library at Ames, Athens County, Ohio, for which priority of origin b.

been mistakenly claimed.

J
di
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The Cincinnati Library grew out of a popular movement, which, ac-

cording to the New England method, took direction through the free

action of a citizens' meeting, held at Mr. Yeatman's tavern, the usual

place of assembly for public transactions. This was in February, 1802.

A committee, consisting of Jacob Burnet, Martin Baum, and Lewis Kerr,
was appointed to draw up and circulate a paper soliciting subscriptions

(

for the purpose of establishing a library. The original copy of this

paper is now in the possession of Robert Clarke, esq., the well known
publisher. The list of subscribers to the library fund comprised twenty-
live names, representing thirty-four shares of stock valued at $10 each,
or a total of $340 no inconsiderable sum to be raised in a frontier

colony three-quarters of a century ago. It is interesting to note that

th<- subscription list is headed by the name of the veteran Arthur St.

Glair, first governor of the Northwestern Territory, and of Ohio.

The library went into operation, with Lewis Kerr as librarian, but of

its subsequent history no records have been found. It probably merged
into the

CINCINNATI CIRCULATING LIBRARY.

Iii the autumn of 1808, some of the leading citizens of Cincinnati pe-
titioned the legislature of Ohio for a law to incorporate a public library.
The petition was not granted at the time, but in 1811 it was revived,

ami, chiefly through the instrumentality of Judge Turner, a charter was
obtained. A library society was organized, and, after much delay

occasioned, no doubt, by the breaking out of the war of 1812 a collec-

tioii of about 300 volumes was ready for use, April 16, 1814. A pur-
chase oi !'.")(> volumes more was made, at Philadelphia, in the summer of

1S15, and also a purchase of 100 volumes, on credit, of the Miami

I'nivei.sity, at Oxford, Ohio, between which institution and Cincinnati

a relation of mutual sympathy and interest was fostered for many years.
Later in 181.5, a member of the board of library trustees "visited the

eastern cities," with discretionary power to buy books for the library,
and procured about 400 volumes.

From a printed catalogue of the circulating library, dated 1S1G, we
learn that it then contained nearly 1,400 volumes, at an estimated value

>r about $3,000. It was kept in the old Cincinnati College building,
then recently built, and known as Lancaster Seminary, from the fact

that, a large school on the Laucasteriau method was opened there, (in
l s

l">,) under the presidency of Jacob Burnet, author of Notes on the

Northwestern Territory. The librarian's name was David Cathcart.

The library appears to have been selected with care b\ competent

judges of books. It contained a pleasing variety of standard works, and
was classified with exact system. The pride and glory of the trustees

| <o have been a set of liees's Cyclopedia. The rules and regula-

tions of the library were very minute and stringent, indicating the high
estimation in which the books were held. A deposit of $5 was required
of every shareholder "on receiving a volume of the Cyclopedia." Wil-
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sun's Ornithology and two or throe other expensive works could "only
be read or referred to in the library."

The moving spirit in the formation and management of the circulating

library was the president of its board of trustees, Dr. Daniel Drake
a man who deserves to be remembered for his zeal, ability, and perst

verance in useful enterprises of every kind, and especially those tendiii,.

to promote knowledge among the people.

The history of the circulating library reflects quite vividly the kiw
and degree of culture possessed by the Queen City of the West in he

ambitious youth. The kind was practical, the degree high enough t >

gra'sp the relations of reading with academic training, and to stimulate

several original literary enterprises. The seminary, which grew up wit I

the library and was nourished by it, was the first important school ii<

the city. The men whose provincial enthusiasm over the possession or'

a few hundred books provokes a smile included in their number sum.-

authors not to be despised, even by the critics of to-day.

The circulating library existed still at College Building in 182C, ulien

the number of its volumes had diminished to 1,300. Eventually, for

some reason unknown to the writer, the books were boxed up and packed

away in the cellar of a bookstore on Main street. Here they* remained

for several years, gathering dampness and mold, until Rev. James 11.

Perkins, a Unitarian clergyman and writer, who took great iuteiest in

the literary and historical progress of the AVest, assumed the respons -

bility of overhauling the boxes and bringing their neglected contents t<>

the light. Many of the books were entirely ruined. The treasure' 1

volumes of Wilson's Ornithology fell to pieces of their own wei,uli .

Such of the books as were in tolerable condition were selected an 1

placed upon the shelves of the library of the Ohio Mechanics' Institute

a harbor destined to receive the drifting remnant of several pioneer col-

lections.

THE APPRENTICES' LIBRARY.

The third public library of Cincinnati was founded in February, 18 1,

ostensibly for the improvement of "minors brought up to laborious

ployment in the city," and therefore called The Apprentices' Libra

The management of it was intrusted to a board of directors, appoin 1

by the contributors to the library, or by the city council in case e

contributors failed to elect.

The library was deposited in the council chamber, and contained,

cording to a catalogue published in 1846, about 2,500 volumes,

character of this collection was severely useful. The catalogue imp
the reader with a conviction that the generous donors to the lil>n

freely gave from their private collections such books as they ne

could prevail upon themselves to read or their neighbors to borro

for examples, The Apprentice's Guide, The Ambitious Student, An

quiry for Happiness, The Improvement of the Mind, and Practical Pie

These delightful treatises, strange as it may appear, were not cage:
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devoured by the uugrateful
" minors brought up to laborious employ-

ment," for whose edification they were provided. It, however, became
the custom for apprentices to draw books from the library for their

parents and friends, especially after some novels were added to the col-

lection by a certain wicked librarian named Jones.

The Apprentices' Library contrasts sharply with the Circulating

Library, as to origin, purpose, management, and almost everything else.

Like many an other institution built up for rather than by its benefici-

aries, it lacked vitality and never became popular. Its affairs were

loosely administered, and, worst of all, its books were of little account.

The collection was donated to the Mechanics' Institute shortly after that

was organized, and some of the books are yet to be seen on the shelves

of the Institute Library.

LIBRARY OF THE OHIO MECHANICS' INSTITUTE.

At the close of a course of lectures on natural philosophy, delivered

in the autumn of 1828, by John D. Craig, then an old man and eminent
as a teacher of science, the lecturer suggested the establishment of a

mechanics' institute in Cincinnati, such organizations being already
in successful operation in Boston. New York, Philadelphia, and Balti-

more. Dr. Craig afterward prepared, upon popular invitation, an ad-

dress on mechanics' institutes, which was read before a large audience

and printed. This led to the establishment of the Ohio Mechanics' In-

stitute, in February, 1829.

The general object of the institute being "to facilitate the diffusion

<>l useful knowledge" among the people, various means of popular in-

struction' were considered, and among them the formation of a library.

In is; >o the basis of a library was laid by donations of miscellaneous

volumes from Dr. Craig, John P. Foote, Prof. John Lock, J. L. Tal-

liott, and a few others. Three years after this Prof. Calvin E. Stowe.

then of Lane Seminary, Cincinnati, gave before the institute a lecture

on the History of Letters. The Hon. James Hall also delivered an

address on the importance of establishing a first class library in Cin-

cinnati. The audience drawn by these lectures was neither large nor

enthusiastic, but "it contained the working few, the stanch vanguard
of devoted men and women who labor and make much sacrifice for the

higher interests of humanity.
The institute purchased the private library of Morgan Neville, es.).,

MID of General Neville, of Revolutionary fame. Some volumes of the

Neville collection yet remain, and they may be distinguished b\ a

label on which are engraved the Neville arms and the motto \<tnnia

''T.svj/r HHI H it, rtTtidtc ilinrna"

The " Neville collection," together with the Apprenticed Library and

what \\aslcftofthe Circulating Library, furnished the het.'io-.-neous

and timeworn materials of which the foundation of the Institute Libian
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was made. The collection was placed in a building known as the Euoit

Baptist Church, on Walnut street. It was presently removed to th

Cincinnati College, and again, in 1839, to the famous Bazaar built by ^1 r>

Frances Trollope during her residence in Cincinnati. About the yt-u

1840 the library received large donations of valuable books from its

friend and patron Rev. James H. Perkins. Some good books were give

also by an organization known as The Lyceum, of which Salmon

Chase was a prominent member.

From the Bazaar, or Trollope's Folly, as it was contemptuously called,

the library was transferred to a room on Walnut sti'eet, thence to a room

on Third street, and thence again, in 1848, to another room on Walnut

street. About this time a lot was purchased on the corner of Sixth an 1

Vine streets, and upon this the present Mechanics' Institute building wns

erected. Thus, after a nomadic existence of nearly twenty years, the

library at last found permanent quarters. The record of its wanderings
and vicissitudes helps us to realize how painfully slow is the growth of

educational institutions in a new city.

In 1856 the Cincinnati school board leased rooms in the Mechanics'

Institute building, and deposited the Public Library there. The In-

stitute Library, comprising something 'less than 6,000 volumes, was

placed in charge of the school board and became virtually a part of the

Public Library. In the year 1870 the Public Library was removed to its

new home on Vine street, and the Institute Library was left in its own

apartment. Since that time it has notreceived any important additions,

except a valuable instalment of publications by the Patent Office. The

library is scarcely used at all by the public, and, in fact, it contains fe\v,

if any, books that are not to be found in better condition at other public

libraries in the city. The Mechanics' Institute Library has outlived its

usefulness as a means of diffusing general knowledge; but as a monu-

ment of past enterprise it is full of local interest, and as a quaint col-

lection of odd, old books from different places and memorable individu-

als it is curious and historically precious.
'

THE YOUNG MEN'S MERCANTILE LIBRARY.

Some six years after the intelligent mechanics of Cincinnati set

about organizing their noble institution for the intellectual elevation <>t

the workingmen, the leading business men of the city undertook 1 be

establishment of an association which should contribute directly a :nl

specially to the culture and dignity of the mercantile class. The Young
Men's Mercantile Library Association of Cincinnati was incorporan is

1836. It has been from the start one of the most efficient educati

Bowers in the city. Its primary object, as the name implies, was

formation of a library. The system and success with which this <>1 * '

has been carried out, in the face of many discouragements,

favorably to the business tact, as well as to the liberality, of the a *o

ciation. The writer of this sketch has been forcibly struck by the .ic'1

iia!
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that of all the Cincinnati libraries the Mercantile is the only one whose

history is clearly and fully preserved. The reports and records of the

association are definite, statistical, and satisfactory.

Immediately upon the organization of the association the sum of $1,800
was raised by subscription, with part of which books were purchased,
and the library went at once into operation. The library was first opened
in Ames's building, Main street, but after several removals it found its

way to the Cincinnati College a receptacle ever hospitable to the

agencies of culture, whether in the direction of science, literature, or art.

This edifice, endeared to the city by many associations, was destroyed

by fire on Sunday, January 19, 1845, but by the prompt exertions of

citizens all the books of the library were saved uninjured. The present
Cincinnati College was built in 184G, and in it the association secured

on perpetual lease, free of rent, a fine suite of rooms embracing the entire

second floor front.

The prospects of the library were now exceedingly good, and fine

progress was made from year to year. In 1847 subscriptions were first

made to foreign periodicals English, German, and French. In 1849 a

valuable importation of English books was received. The library in

l>"il contained 15,000 volumes, and the readin groom was supplied with

148 choice periodicals.

In the month of October, 1869, the College Building took fire, and
was with difficulty saved from entire destruction. On this occasion a

portion of the library was ruined by fire and water, but most of the

books were preserved in good condition and removed to a suitable place

until the injured building was repaired and renovated. A new catalogue,

containing the titles of 30,000 volumes, was published a month after

tin- disaster by fire.

Tin- library was restored to its old rooms in College Building in 1870.

Shortly after this the board of directors authorized the opening of the

reading room on Sunday, an innovation that met with general approval.
A radical change of policy was brought about in 1871, when a new con-

stitution was adopted abolishing the exclusive mercantile feature of the

association, and extending the privileges of membership to all classes.

I'll is -ives the association a more metropolitan character, and greatly

increases its usefulness as well as its popularity.
The Mercantile Library is conducted in a liberal spirit, and it meets

Hie wants of many readers. Its rooms are always quirt, clean, and

attractive, and therefore a favorite place of resort. Its shelves Are

\vell supplied with history and statistics, especially American. The

collection of bound periodicals is excellent; and the files of early west-

ern newspapers are of great rarity. The main features of the library arc

its pleasant reading room and its department ot prose fiction. While

'lie other public libraries of the city have until recently almost repudi-

ated liet ion. this one has always promptly met the denrind of the novel

public. Three-fourths of its circulation is of standard fiction.
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In the annual report for 1871 it is stated that twenty copies of Mis

Alcott's Little Women and twelve copies of Mark T \vaiifs Innocent

Abroad did^not half supply the demand for those pleasant books. Th

library now numbers about 30,000 volumes.

The formation and maintenance of a library have not been the onli

objects of the Mercantile Library Association. Literary exercises former

an important part of the programme of the association's meetings for

good many years. The experiment of conducting classes in mathemat-

ics and modern languages was tried with varying success until 1

when it was discontinued. Efforts were made to establish a galler

fine arts and a cabinet of natural history, under the auspices of tin-

association. A collection of shells, fossils, and minerals was purch;i

of Prof. David Christy for $4,000 ; but, this proving an incunibrance.

it was consigned to Triibner & Co., London, with the expectation of it>

profitable sale; to the chagrin of the association, it actually brou.ulr

only 36 17s.

The library rooms are adorned by a few works of fiae art, among
which are busts by Clevenger, Powers, and Canova.

The library association frequently renders itself and the city s<>rvic<?

by securing popular lecturers to appear in Cincinnati under its p;r-

ronage.
A peculiar custom has long prevailed in the association that gives ;;

a local importance not usual with organizations of the kind. The ele<

tion of officers is held annually, and it is always an occasion of intense

excitement, as there are invariably two rival tickets, known as the reg-

ular and the independent. Each ticket is supported with a partisan

devotion amazing to strangers who happen in the city during the can

paign. Each party has its headquarters fitted up with great elegant .

its badge, its banner, and all the pomp and circumstance of glorious

war. Ladies are now allowed to vote, having a voting precinct of tl i

own, and tickets of the most elegant and dainty description. The eftec t

of all this annual parade is to call universal attention to the associat on

and to increase its membership and its money resources. The ens

has become traditional, and its mock-earnest excitement is antieipa

as part of the winter's amusement.

LIBRARY OF THE HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY OF Oil >

The Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio was incorporate)

Columbus, Ohio, February 11, 1831. Its meetings and elections u

held annually during the sitting of the legislature, in the represen

tives' hall. Addresses were made, occasional papers on local hist

read, and a library was started. But the society never had any g

vitality until after its removal to Cincinnati, which took place in I-" 1 '

The Cincinnati Historical Society, which had been in existence

years, and which was in a thriving condition, was merged in the Hi-'
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ical and Philosophical Society of Ohio, which thereupon took a new-

lease of life.

Tlie society had its meetings and its library in a room of the Cincin-

nati College. Some time previous to the year 1855 the books of the

Ne\v England Society were deposited with the Historical Society and be-

came part of its library. The New England Society was organized for

the purpose of "
perpetuating the memory of early settlers of New Eng-

land, extending charity to the needy of New England birth, and pro-

moting virtue, knowledge, and all useful learning." It was chartered in

is 15, on the application of Lyman Beecher, Salmon P. Chase, Timothy
Walker, Bellamy Storer, Calvin E. Stowe, E. D. Mansfield, and others.

The, books received from this interesting society are valuable in them-

selves, and have an added value from the fame of their donors.

The Historical Society flourished for a time, and gave promise of

healthy development. But it could not command the conditions of per-
manent prosperity. Having no rooms but those it rented, having no

endowment, and having no income but the annual fees of members, the

membership became so diminished that the rooms were given up, and
the collection placed on deposit in the Public Library of the city. Dur-

ing the war most of the members were away from the city ;
some re-

moved permanently. Meetings were no longer held
;
the society was

entirely dormant.

In the spring of 1868 Kobert Buchanan, who had been president

up to the suspension of the active life of the society, Charles E. Cist,

who had been recording secretary, and John D. Caldwell, librarian,

resolved to attempt to resuscitate it. A meeting was called for reorga-
nisation 23d May, 1868. New members were elected and the reorgani-
xation completed on the 7th December, 1868.

An arrangement was made with the Cincinnati Literary Club for the

joint use of their rooms. The library, or what remained of it, was
moved from the Public Library to the club rooms. The collection at that

time comprised 700 bound volumes and 1,250 pamphlets, exclusive of

duplicates.

The membership increased, the library grew, and greater space be-

' ime, necessary. The trustees of the Cincinnati College, in the spring
"I 1S71, gave the society the use, rent free, of five rooms in the upper
Mory of the college building, and the society moved into these rooms
"ii the 1st of April, 1871.

Mr. .Julius Dexter, being elected librarian, resolved to arrange and
:italo-iie the library, and gave up his time to the work. He l>e-.m the

'n the 1st of January, 1*72, and has now substantially completed
it. The 4,967 bound volumes and 15,S5< pamphlets now catalogued

omprise nearly all owned by the society, except the duplicates.
The library, which numbers between 5.0ii and <:,noi bound volumes

"id about 17,000 pamphlets, has outgrown the space atVonled l>\ the

now occupied by the society, and is growing. A respectable
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collection of relics and implements of the Indians and the mou id

builders has been gathered, and could be at once increased, if there

were room.

The number of members has grown to 83. Meanwhile an endowment
fund has been created, partly by investing all money received for lift

memberships, but mainly by contributions from the members.

building fund has likewise been raised and is increasing. The soci^t,

may soon be able to procure a. permanent home for the library, aiii

t HIS establish itself on a secure'and proper foundation.

The Historical Society is exceedingly fortunate in enjoying the ga
tuitous services of Mr. Julius Dexter, its librarian, whose public spiiii

untiring industry, and continued liberality have
1

done more than a

other agencies to raise the library to its present state. This gentleman
in addition to his personal labors in building up the library, has donate

more than $5,000 to its financial support.

THE THEOLOGICAL AND RELIGIOUS LIBRARY OF CINCINNATI.

George E. Day, D. D.,late president of Lane Seminary, now profess

in Yale College, was the prime mover in the work of forming the Tb

logical and Keligious Library of Cincinnati. The association whi

organized this library was incorporated in March, 1863. The ba<is .

which the library is founded is defined in the following extract fron

a paper prepared by Prof. Day :

The end contemplated in the establishment of the library is twofold, ultimate am

proximate. The ultimate end to be kept steadily in view is the collecting of the en

tire theological and religious literature of the world, now estimated to amount to no

less than 250,000 volumes. . . . The proximate or immediate end propose' I i

the careful selection and purchase of the very best books in every department of the

ology, metaphysics, ethics, and religion, including the ablest works on both side so

disputed questions, the most valuable portions of the current theological literaturi o

the United States, Great Britain, and the Continent, and the most important quarter

lies and other theological journals of the various denominations.

The statement of Prof. Day further announced that

The religious basis upon which the whole enterprise rests is of the most comproiM
sive, liberal, and catholic character. It is absolntely-and entirely undenominational

All persons, whatever their religious opinions may be, are invited to co-operate. Blok

and treatises explaining and defending the various forms of religious belief win I'

placed, without distinction, on the shelves. While the object of every indiviiina

should be to ascertain what is true, the object of a good library is to collect am n!

nish for use what exists.

The scheme met with the cordial indorsement of the public. Infl iei

tial people of all denominations except the Catholics joined to put ci

execution. Contributions of cash were freely given. A "founder's *M>

lection " of first rate books was donated. A reading room was opi i

with a periodical collection which has been considered the complete -t<i

its kind to be found in the world.

The library was first opened in a room on Fourth street, but it

presently transferred to the Mechanics' Institute building, where i
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tained a popularity hardly to be expected. Its reading table was a

principal attraction.

The Theological and Beligious Library is now deposited in the Public

Library building, in charge of the school board and as part of the Pub-
lic Library. It contains about 4,000 bound volumes.

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY.

In the year 1853 the school law of the State of Ohio was remodeled,
and provision was made for the establishment of school libraries at the

public cost. A tax of one-tenth of a mill on the dollar valuation was

levied, the proceeds to be intrusted to the State commissioner of com-
mon schools, to be expended in the purchase of books and apparatus to

be distributed to all the school districts in the State.

II. II. Barney, who was commissioner at the time the new law went
into effect, made his purchases so as to supply every district with the

same books. To the auditor of Hamilton County were sent eighteen
libraries precisely alike for the eighteen school districts of Cincinnati.

The school board, upon the suggestion of its president, Eufus King,
refused to receive so many libraries of one kind to be scattered in so

many places; and on December 18, 1855, resolved that there should

!( but one school library in Cincinnati, and that should be kept in the

building in which the sessions of the school officers were held. Upon
i his action the commissioner consented to give the school board the

money value of the eighteen libraries, which were thereupon removed.

Mr. King, assisted by Mr. Barney, made a selection and purchase of

1,.")00 volumes, which, early in 1856, were placed in a room on the first

floor of the old Central School House on Longworth street, the board

having its session room tip-stairs in the same building.
The library tax Appropriated for the first three years from the passage

I'the new law amounted to almost $11,000. Owing to the misuse of

ks and apparatus in some parts of the State, and to strong opposi-
ion excited in the book trade against the monopoly of a certain eastern

Miblishing house, the tax was suspended (April, 1856,) for a year, and
ii in April, 1857, for another year. After this the tax was levied

'r two years, when, in 1860, the law was repealed.

During the years of change and uncertainty upon which the library
utered at the very outset of its career, the friends of popular education,
>>th in the school board and out of it, fought courageously for the

ilirarv.

In May, 1856, John D. Caldwell was elected clerk of the school board

d librarian. He proved an active officer. A circular was prepared
"id sent to leading citizens requesting them to furnish lists of books

"liable to be purchased for the library. Among the twenty or thirt\

ersons who responded was Archbishop Purcell, who sent in a list of

i\teen foolscap pages. Donations of books were made in l^'i by the

Men's Mercantile Library Association.
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The library soon felt the urgent need of suitable rooms. A proposal
to erect a tliird story on the building- on Longworth street was consid-

ered and rejected. A project to build was dismissed as impossible froiu

lack of means. Fruitless efforts were made to secure apartments for tbe

school board and the Public Library in College Building. At length a

proposition came from the directors of the Mechanics' Institute to
tlje

library committee of the school board, offering to lease rooms to tbe

school board and to place the Institute Library under the same man

agemeut as the Public Library. The terms of the offer seemed liberal

and advantageous to the committee, and it at once agreed to accept

them
;
but when the contract was submitted to the school board for

ratification it was rejected. Dr. C. G. Comegys, chairman of the

library committee, now set resolutely to work using every legitimate

means in his power to change the disposition of the board and to

secure a reversal of votes. He was successful; and on July 31, is.in.

the contract was duly signed by the proper parties.
" This action," sa; s

Thomas Vickers, in his address at the opening of the new library

building February 25, 1874,
" was really the crossing of the Itubicon for

the Public Library; it gave it an importance which it probably would

not have otherwise obtained
;
and those to whose untiring energy the

action was due ought to be gratefully remembered to-day. It is a plejis

ing reflection that as a consequence of the occupancy of the Mechanics'

Institute building, the cause of public education in this city received a

new impulse. A night high school was established with eminent sue

cess in Greenwood Hall, and an art gallery, which under the fostering

care of the then president of tbe school board (Mr. King) has grown ioto

the McMicken School of Design, the art department of the Cinciim; ti

University."

In October, 1857, the library committee, in their report to the schcol

board, recommended the appointment of a librarian in chief at a salary

not to exceed $1,100. The board having given permission, Mr. N. P ft.

body Poor was elected librarian at a salary of 800, with an assistant ,it

$300. In its report for 1857 we find the library committee lament

ing the accession of novels from the transfer of the Institute Libraiy.

The circulation of novels for the preceding year had amounted to

8,229. "The excessive propensity thus manifested for such reading.'

says the report, "has given us much pain, and it will be our duty. v\

early and stringent measures, to put away from us all cause of repro ''

on the subject." Prompted by the sense of moral obligation implied
.

the above language, the committee resolved, October 2, 1857, that H

novels should be given out to pupils of the high schools ! The conl d

of opinion with respect to novel reading is carious to observe. It

come up again and again in Cincinnati. The anti-fiction party appesT-

to have held the balance of power in the library for several years,

1869 we notice the librarian, Mr. Freeman, mildly urging the purch s(

of a few good novels; and in 1872 the librarian, Mr. Poole, devote
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considerable part of his report to the direct discussion of the subject of

novel reading, affirming that no public library can enjoy popular

sympathy and proscribe prose fiction.

In April, 1859, two concerts were given in Pike's Opera House for the

benefit of the library, from which the sum of $1,335 was realized. The

greater part of this was used in fitting up the library with alcoves and

gallery.

During the war the library languished. The reports of the librarian

were meagre. The library fell into a state of disorder. Many of the

books were defaced or worn out; many were lost or stolen. Early in

I860 Mr. Poor, the aged librarian, suddenly died. The board elected

in his place Mr. Lewis Freeman.

At the close of the war there was a general awakening of literary

and educational interests. To Cincinnati the period was one of transi-

tion from provincial to metropolitan conditions and methods. The city

sprang forward and upward with a new impulse.
The library committee in 18G6 issued a circular urging the public to

subscribe a fund, the income of which should support the library. In

response to the appeal, and through the vigorous efforts of Mr. Free-

mail, the librarian, about 85,000 were raised. The fund was further in-

creased by a bequest of $5,000 from Mrs. Sarah Lewis. But it was

painfully evident that the library could not depend for a sufficient

income upon the liberality of a few individuals.

The chief hope of the library lay in the prospect of such legislation as

would restore the old tax or its equivalent. Such legislation was

eventually secured, largely through the influence of Kev. J. M. Walden.
A law was passed March 18, 18G7, by which the city is empowered to

ss, additional to the usual educational tax, one-tenth of a mill on

the dollar for the maintenance of a Public Library. This important leg-

islation at once gave the library an independent income of over $13,000.
Tin' library at once began a vigorous growth, which has not since been

Hieckcd. In 18G8 over 4,000 volumes were added to the collection, em-

bracing the private library of W. T. Coggeshall, and a good collection

<>f German books. The library, at this date, contained only 350 novels

in all.

Tin- report of the board of library managers to the board of educa-

tion, dated .Tune 28, 1809, records a movement which led to the results

most (k'sired. "On the 20th of July, 1SG8," says the report, "your
hoard passed a resolution referring the subject of the location and erec-

tion of a building for the Public Library to a committee of your board.

<ne<;tion with the board of managers of the Public Library."

The committee thereby constituted held their first meeting on the

17th day of August, 18GS, and proceeded to examine the Hum!
House property, which was about to bu said by public auction. It \\.i-

'lecided to be very desirable property for a public library. a:id u''irr\vanl

18 purchased by the committee for the sum of $83,000.'
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Plans fora library building were prepared by Mr. J. \V. McLaughli i,

architect, and the work ofvbuilding was promptly begun.

Early in 18G9 Mr. Freeman tendered his resignation as libraria
i,

which was accepted, and Mr. W. F. Poole, of the Boston Athenseum, \vu>

elected to the position. Mr. Poole entered upon the discharge of hi*

duties November 5, 1869. He set to work with great energy ai

enthusiasm to reorganize the whole library economy, and to prepare f< >i

the anticipated change and increase the sphere of library operatim >.

A new catalogue was begun. The front part of the new library buiM-

ing being ready for occupancy, the books were removed from the

Mechanics' Institute rooms during the autumn mouths of 1870, ami tin-

new apartments were opened to the public December 8, 1870.

whole number of volumes removed was 30,799, exclusive of the books of

the Theological and Religious Library, (3,291 volumes,) which were also

removed, to remain in charge of the Public Library. The Mechanics' In-

stitute Library was left with the flourishing institution which created it

In March, 1871, the school board opened the Public Library for Sund.n

use. The new catalogue, comprising C50 pages, was issued. A room

for illustrated works was fitted up, and proved to be very attractive.

Excellent progress was made during the years 1871, 1872. and 1873. The
I

library increased rapidly, and its popularity was proportional to its growl li.

During the official year 1872-'73, the trustees of the Cincinnati Hospital

deposited their medical library in the Public Library, but this has since)

been withdrawn.

Late in 1873, Mr. Poole resigned his position with the view of taking)

charge of the Chicago Public Library. His resignation was accepted, I

and the Eev. Thomas Vickers was elected in his stead, December 1,|

1873. The main hall of the new library building being at length com-

pleted, appropriate dedicatory exercises took place February 25, 1874.

The magnificent room was thrown open to the public, and addresses

were made by Hon. George H. Pendleton and others. The library

room now ready for the accumulating treasures of the reading public

of Cincinnati, is one of the largest and finest single apartments of tbe|

kind in the world. It has a shelving capacity for 250,000 volumes.

On the 17th of March, 1874, Dr. W. H. Mussey placed in charg
the Public Library his private library of 3,513 volumes. The collec

is practically a gift to the public. It is known as the Mussey M 1

cal and Scientific Library, and occupies four alcoves in the main h I

The Public Library contained in all about 70,000 volumes at

beginning of Mr. Vickers's administration. It seemed to the libra

imperative that, upon the removal of the books to the main hall, a

classification and a new catalogue were imperatively demanded,

rapid had been the growth of the library, that the printed catalogue

longer contained the titles of half the books. Mr. Vickers suggea I e<i

that the catalogue hereafter should consist of separate parts, "c its.'

catalogues, which can be sold at a merely nominal price to the pers
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interested in the various departments, and which can be reprinted at

small cost whenever they are out of date by reason of large accessions."
This plan has been adopted, and the first of the series of class cata-

logs, that comprising the titles of fiction, is now nearly ready for the

press.

The labor of removing the books to the main library room was com-
pleted as rapidly as practicable, and all the apartments of the library

building are now applied to their appropriate uses. The various read-

ing rooms are in complete order, and the reference use of the library has
In-come a leading feature. From the admirable report of the librarian

to the board of managers for the official year ending June 30, 1875, we
leu in that the library circulated in that year 443,100 volumes. The
whole number of book borrowers recorded for the year is L'li,!'!?, and
the whole number of volumes issued for use in the reading room was

51,189.

It is a striking fact that the Sunday use of the library has steadily
increased until it now averages a thousand readers a day. Says the

librarian :

Certainly no one who will visit our various reading rooms on Sunday, and observe
tin- large, attendance of the young men of the city, the earnest and thoughtful attitude

it by far the larger part of them, and the quiet and decorum which everywhere pre-
vail, can fail to see that the library, with its Sunday reading, is exerting a powerful
influence for good upon the morals of the community.

There is another very interesting fact brought to light by the tabular

inents of the librarian's last report. It appears that during certain

months in which the books of fiction were withdrawn from circulation

tor the purpose of cataloguing, the reading of history and biography
increased 137 per cent., of geography, voyages, and travel, 191 per

cent., and of science and the arts 89 per cent.! When the restriction

on novels was withdrawn all the other classes of reading dropped to

I heir usual level. From these data the librarian ably and convincingly
lies for the restriction, not suppression, of the circulation of light

literature. Hesays:
Much as I deplore the popular mania for the poorest and most ephemeral productions

"l that class, I cannot regard the reading of even these as ail unmitigated evil. Much
do I in the least deny or doubt the informing and educating power of the higher
ot nioder )\els, though it were certainly the height of unwisdom to >e,-k one's

'"formation and education exclusively in them. What, however, docs appear queMion-
il'lc is whether a library such as this ought to undertake to supply the popular demand

<ieh literature to the fullest extent. It would seem that this library, intimately

"iiiiected as it, is with our public schools, being, in fact, a part of the general >\stem
>t'public, instruction, should seek to exert a diiect inlluencc in the education of the

I'le. Such restraint, therefore, on the novel reading propensity as cmnes in.ni the

-fiisal o! tin board to purchase any large number ot duplicates of \M.I ks ..) the poorer

would seem in order and a duty.
This e.ircl'ullv expressed and certainly very reasonable language is

II more than local applicability, and seems to us worthy ot attention by

I'"

who have to do with the great trust of guiding popular tiiMtr and
nit ure through the agency of libraries.
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There is still another poiut in Mr. Vickers's report of such
general

importance that it may with propriety be quoted in a sketch designed
for national circulation :

In the management of the great libraries of Germany there is one feature, whiofi,

with some modifications, might be successfully and profitably copied in Amerioi.

Wherever the scholar may reside in' Germany he has in a certain sense the wbd.e

literary wealth of the country at his command. On proper recommendation aid

security he can have sent to him, from any of the principal libraries, for a defiiire

period, such works as he needs for the prosecution of his studies, his only expense

being that of transportation. By means of another arrangement, a scholar residii g
in a place where there is an important library, can borrow books from libraries n

other cities on the security of the one in his own. For instance, Professor A, residiisg

in Dresden, needs a book which is not to be had there, but is in the Royal Library it

Berlin, or in the Royal Library at Munich; the Royal Public Library at Dresden sea<U

to Berlin or Munich for the book, becomes responsible for its safip return, and Profess IT

A has the use of it on payment of the small sum which the carriage costs. I g

no reason whatever why such an arrangement as this could not be made between t ie

principal libraries of this country. It would assuredly be an invaluable assistance Co

scholars and students.

The annual income of the library now exceeds $20,000, and/ is increas-

ing-

OTHER LIBRARIES.

This sketch would fail to give a just account of the resources of Cia-

cinnati in the way of books, if it did not mention several semi-public

libraries accessible to the enterprising student.

Lane Seminary has a very interesting library, comprising many rare

works. The collection has been growing for many years. It numbers ;

12,000 volumes.

The College of St. Xavier possesses an excellent library of about

14,000 volumes, kept in excellent order, in a very convenient room.

The books are almost without exception works of permanent value. <)t J

course many of them relate to the history and polity of the Catholic

Church, and especially to the Society of Jesus. The students' society,

libraries of the college contain about 3,000 volumes.

Mt. St. Mary's Seminary of the West also has a library of lo.l'i'i

volumes and 4,000 pamphlets. There is an attractive printed catalogue

of this collection, containing the titles of man}' good books and some

poor ones. The best portions of the library are its ascetical and poltm-

ical works and its department of ancient classics.

The Cincinnati Law Library is deserving of more than passing m- n

tion. It is considered by competent judges to be one of the best of itf

kind. It numbers about 6,400 volumes.

The Ohio Medical College has a collection of 5,000 volumes.

The Cincinnati Hospital has a collection of 2,119 valuable medjoa
1

works.

A list is appended of other libraries, numbering each 1,000 volu

or more.

lei
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Volumes.

Catliolic Institute 3, 000

QuctHi City Business College 1,000
itotise of Refuge 1,000

lies High School.... 1,200
ieudenhall's Circulating Library 6,000

NY\v Church Library 1,100
Turners' Library 3,310

Young Mun's Christian Association 1,200

CONCLUSION.

The chief interest of the foregoing sketch is necessarily local, though
many of the facts have a general and representative value that justifies

their insertion. Any phase of the history of any city throws some light

upon municipal progress everywhere. Authentic facts, however few or

1 rivial, make up the agrgegate of useful details out of which true gener-
alizations arise.

It is worth while to remark, that a great deal of earnest effort has

been misdirected, thrown away, and lost, in Cincinnati from lack of

systematic co-operation on the part of those who engaged, from time to

time, in establishing libraries and other institutions. The fruits of their

labor are not so abundant as they might have been had they combined
their resources.

( )ur review illustrates one encouraging truth, namely, that good en-

tei prises are not always dead when they appear to be so. It takes time

to realize great improvements. The present splendid Public Library of

Cirieinnati may be not unreasonably regarded as the outgrowth of seeds

planted as long ago as 1802. The spirit that inspired the founders of

i he old Cincinnati Library three-quarters of a century ago also animates
t lie men who fostered and still foster the intellectual interests of the city

to (lay.

The libraries of Cincinnati, as of other towns and cities, have ever

i>eeii the conservators of popular intelligence. Whenever and wherever

Meet ion of books has been formed, then and there other agencies of

knowledge and thought cluster together. Books are the nucleus about

vhieh cultme crystallizes, like a gem of many facets. They are at the

'litre of literature, science, and art. They illuminate education, relig-

"ii, and life. They are the stimulus of students, the strength of schol-

ns, and the delight of men of taste. To the pupil in school they are

mly less valuable than the excellent teacher, and often more valuable

lian even he. The sage of Concord has said that to the modern learner

'i" great library is equivalent to a university. There is no danger,

'nvever, that the library will supersede the school, for these two agen-
"* of human amelioration rise together, complement each other, and
'' both exponents of the highest civilization.
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VII. PUBLIC LIBBAEIES OF NEW YORK CITY.

BY O. C. GARDINER.

LIBRARY OF THE CITY RECORDS.

This library, the date of origin of which cannot be definitely fixed,

began by the preservation and accumulation of the various manuscript
records pertaining to land titles and the administration of municipal

affairs, like similar collections elsewhere. It was probably first called a

library soon after the practice of printing the various records and reports

of the municipality was begun. It is deposited in the city hall, and now
contains about 4,000 volumes, besides 10,000 duplicates. It embraces,
besides the collection of printed volumes relating to the various depart-

ments of the city government, more than a hundred volumes of manu-

script records, and the original papers on which these records are founded.

The manuscripts and papers fill four large iron safes.

The manuscript records extend over a period of nearly two centnrirs,

from 1647 to 1830, and the printed records over a period of nearly h;ilf

a century since.

These manuscript records were chiefly in Dutch from 1647 to 1674,

(the final cession to the English,) and are contained in six volumes, a id

the English records before and after the Revolution in about 70 volu;

The latter come down to 1830, since which all records, except those of

1871, have been printed. They were suspended, from June 27, 1774, to

February 10, 1784. From August, 1776, to November, 1783, during its

occupation by English troops, the city was under martial law.

In the 4,000 printed volumes are embraced the directories of the ci y.

from 1786 to 1876; proceedings of the boards of aldermen and assistant

aldermen from 1831, inclusive, till the board of assistants was abolisled

by the late charter; the reports of the treasurers and controllers fr >in

1790 to 1867 ; the Annals of Congress from 1793 to 1809
;
17 volume* of;

American State Papers, and the National Archives of 1776; Historical

Collections of Louisiana, from 1678 to 1691
; reports on Central Paik:

the Monrgomerie charter, and the charters and amendments to <! n

ters since the Revolution
;
the charters and early ordinances of forty-

five cities of the United States, including the principal cities of N

York State, and Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington : *"

itary reports, nearly complete; reports, manuals, and directories <>t

board of education
;
records of board of supervisors, from 180!) to 1K3.

except 1870-1871
;
Manuals of the Corporation from 1841 to 1870, ex-

cept 1867; Niles's Register, 1811 to 1849; the City Record since bei'

1873 to 1876
; reports of the Croton aqueduct and of the fire def trt-

ment since its organization as a paid service and its union with the tire

telegraph alarm.

It embraces also a large collection of French documents and Bri
ishj
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sanitary reports; Audubon's works, in 9 volumes
;
Tallack's prison sys-

tems of Great Britain and the United States
;
memoirs of James Duane,

and many others.

NEW YORK SOCIETY LIBRARY.

This was probably the earliest loan library in America. In early
records and histories of the city it was referred to and known as the

"City" or "Public Library" in the City Hall.

The later catalogues of the Society Library, and many careful stu-

dents of the history of the city, among them the accomplished and
venerable president of the library, Hon. Frederic De Peyster, date its

foundation in 1700 under Bellomont, governor of the province.
At the centennial of the charter of the library, in November, 1872,

Mr. De Peyster made, in substance, the following brief statement :

Under English rule, after the revolution of 1088, King William took

particular interest in the improvement of New York. He naturally re-

garded it with special solicitude, as the settlement had sprung from his

native country. The Earl of Bellomont was a diligent promoter of his

views. A well devised system of education required a public library as

its support, and such an institution was established in this city in 1700.

It was the immediate predecessor of the chartered New York Society

Library of to day. The library has in its collection a number of volumes

presented to it in the early years of the eighteenth century from 1702

onward the gift of Kev. John Sharp, an English chaplain at the fort iu

this city. He was for some time a missionary for The Venerable So-'

'.iety for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and in this

capacity, in 1710 addressed a letter from New York to its secretary in

London, stating the fact that "
provincial and parochial libraries

''

were already in existence in the metropolis of the several provinces of

Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, and Boston, and that many collec-

btions
<>t good books had been sent over. In recogni/ing a provincial or

public library in operation in New York, he confirms the statement oi the

historian, Qldmixon, that such a library had been founded in this city in

17011. The evidence of this early date of 1700 is presumptive rather than

,

a matter of record in the city or provincial minutes of the time. The

history of the labors of Kev. Thomas Bray, I). D., to whom the Society
lor the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts owes its origin, affords

the strongest corroborative testimony. About the year 107, he pro-

posed a plan for loan parochial libraries in every deanery in England
and Wales. He published two volumes on a plan of libraries and a

scheme of studies for the clergy. He was reputed a man of great insight,

energy, and prudence, and was selected by Dr. Compton, the bishop
of London, tor the double oftico of bishop and commissary of the

Knglish churches in the .Maryland Province of America. H.iving spent
three .years in selecting missionaries and parochial libraries, he sailed

tor Aineiica, arriving in March, 1700. He returned to London in 1701
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to secure from King William a royal charter for the Society for the Pr

pagation of the Gospel, and other immunities for the churches in tli

Province of America. Not only Maryland, but the vestries of Bosto
Khode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, and Bermuda, returned than]

forthelibrarieshe had forwarded. These were, most probably, parochial.
The records of Trinity Church, which was burned in the great fire (f

1776, show its parochial library to have been .valued by a committee <>

the vestry, in making up the total loss, at 200.

In 1730, Rev. Dr. Millington, of Newington, England, at his death

bequeathed his'library to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
They decided to place it in New York City, as the most central point,
for the benefit of the colonies in America

; and, at a meeting of the coiu

raon council of the city, held June 27, 1729, the mayor notified "this

court " that he had been served with a message from the speaker of the

general assembly, at the request of his excellency the governor, cover-

ing a letter from David Humphrey, secretary in London of the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel, that Dr. Millingtou had bequeathed
to them a valuable library, and that, desiring to place it where it should

be most useful abroad, they had agreed "to fix it in the city of Xewr

York; "but it being their intention it should be established a library

from which the clergy and the gentlemen of the governments of New

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut might borrow hooks

to read, upon giving security to return them within a limited time, tin -y

desired that "a proper method should be taken for the preservation of

the books;" that the assembly would provide a room for them, and pass

an' act for their preservation and all others which should be added to

them. The conditions were accepted, and in the following spring tiie

library, which contained 1,642 volumes, was received and placed in tiie

City Hall.

The city records do not, at that date, show the appointment of a

a
library keeper," (this was then the name.) But this is probable, for it

appears from a record of fifteen years' later date (^April 19, 1745) tb it

the library not having proper care, James Parker, who was then printer

to the government, and had succeeded William Bradford in the Ni \v

York Gazette, proposed to the mayor and common council to become
"
library keeper" on the following terms: Would make perfect copy <>t

all the books, print catalogue, and at the foot of one give his receipt Jor

the books; would charge six pence a week per volume, require doiil In-

security, lend no book for less than a week nor longer than a monti;

members and officers of common council to receive books gratis, but gke

same security ;
would give his attention two hours once a week, a id

repair all books at his own expense. This was agreed to, and j!ie

arrangement probably continued for several years.

In 1754 a movement was begun which resulted in the formation of t ie

Society Library in the same year. The original subscription roll, whl :h

comprised 140 names, began :
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Whereas: a public library would be very useful to the city, and may be advantageous
to our intended college, we subscribe 5 each, New York currency, and 10 shillings

yearly.

It continued with brief rules and regulations, and a provision to ap-

point a library keeper, and to allow him a proper salary for attendance.

At a meeting May 2, 1754, the following gentlemen were elected trus-

tees: Hon. James De Lancey, Joseph Murray, John Chambers, Henry
Barclay, William Walton, John Watts, James Alexander, Benjamin
Nicolls, William Livingston, Robert R. Livingston, William Alexander,
and William P. Smith. At a meeting May 7, it was voted that every
member bring in a list of such books as he might judge most proper for

the first purchase. At a meeting May 16, five such lists were produced,
and from these a list was selected and sent to London to be filled so far

as the money collected, about 750 New York currency, would allow.

The books selected formed a fair collection of the English standard

literature of the time, in its several departments.
At a meeting of the trustees on the llth September, 1754, pending

the arrival of these books, the following resolutions were adopted, show-

ing that this library was placed in the library room of the City Hall,
and thus merged with the public library of Dr. Millington:

Whereas, the Corporation Library hath for some years past been shut up, and the

books become of little or no advantage to the public, that the same may be improved,
Hi wived, That the following proposals be made to the corporation : 1st, that the

room in the City Hall in which the Corporation Library is now kept be appropriated to

the trustees of this library ; 2d, that such and so many of the books belonging to the

Corporation Library as shall be deemed by us most fit for the use of the New York So-

ciety Library may be joined to the same, and placed under the care of us and our suc-

cessors, we and they being accountable to the corporation whenever demanded
; 3d,

that any books not suited to our use may be boxed up and secured
; 4th, that some per-

^oii b appointed by the corporation to act with persons appointed by us to inspect and

take account of the books, for which we will be accountable when delivered to our

John Watts, William Livingston, and William P. Smith were ap-

pointed to carry these resolutions into effect.

Tlu-.se minutes also show that invoices of books, larger or smaller,

were added to the library in 1755, 1756, 1758, 1761, 1763, and 17<>."i.

Among the records now in the archives of the library are two small

catalogues, with the imprint of " Hugh Gain, Hanover Square, at the

of the Bible and Crown," with no printed but the written dates

;md 1761. These dates are verified by accounts showing that he

was paid for catalogues June 6, 1758, and again September 2, 1761.

At a meeting of trustees December 4, 1771, Samuel Jones, treasurer

presented the draft of a charter which was amended, adopted, and

forwarded to Governor William Tryou for the approval of the Crowii.

Tins was witnessed as the royal charter of His MajeMv < HI,

November 9, 1772, with the seal and signature of Trvon. A now im-

petus was thus given, and the public interest in the library increased

till the portending events of 1773 and 1774 seem to have prevented any
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further additions of books, or any record of meetings in 1774. Tin

accounts in brief extend to 1774, showing that it was still in use. Thi

was probably not long 'continued, for the city corporation records on

the same floor in the adjoining council chamber were suspended Juije

27, 1774.

The catalogue of 1761 contained the uatnes of 120 subscribers, and

about 1,300 to 1,500 volumes, exclusive of the Millinglon collection

so that, with additions from 1761 to 1772, the library must have con-

tained 3,500 to 4,000 volumes in 1776.

After a suspension of fourteen years, the library resumed active*

operations in 1788, when twelve trustees were elected. The library \va

largely depleted during the Revolution, and many of the books wet

removed for safe keeping.
When the City Hall was enlarged and improved, for the first sessioi

of Congress under the Constitution, March 4, 1789, the entire secouc

story was required ;
and at a common council January 7, 1789, it w.ia

resolved that the board has no objection to the appropriation of the 1

uppermost room in the southeast part of the City Hall for the use of
j

the Society Library.
From 1788 onward, the society enjoyed a new career of prosperity.

The first catalogue after the war, published in 1793, contained tlic

titles of 5,000 volumes, and in it were found many of the valuable \vorl

gathered in its infancy.

The growing importance of the library in 1793 required larger accom-

modations. A subscription was begun, a site purchased opposite tlie

Old Dutch Church next to the corner of Liberty, in Nassau street, and

an edifice for its special use one of the most imposing of that day

completed in 1795.

In 1800 a supplement to the catalogue of 1793 made the aggregate ati

that date 6,500 volumes.

The increased value of property in Nassau street led to the sale of the]

library edifice and the search for a less costly site farther up town, in

1836. In the mean time the library was removed to Chambers street,

near and east of Centre. It remained here four years. During this ;

a collection of books and magazines in Pine street, called the Atfie-t

na3um Library, was merged in the society. It contained 3,000 or .'

volumes, about one-half magazines. A new and more spacious buih ug

was completed in 1840 on the corner of Broadway and Leonard sti -t.

into which its books were removed. It was at this period the -

o _ r_r be]

country.
In 1853, the property on Broadway was sold and the library remo

edj

sought and most valued collection among the popular libraries of

to the Bible House, where it remained until the completion, in

the present building on University Place near Twelfth street.

The library, built at a cost of $80,000, is a plain, solid two-s*>rj

brown-stone building 40 by 70 feet, with high ceilings, and anan

ol

.-
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with special reference to light and thorough ventilation. It contains a

lar^e reading room for gentlemen, a smaller one for ladies, and two
commodious offices on the street floor. The second story is arranged
with alcoves on either side the entire depth of the building, and a sec-

ond series above with galleries in front extending the entire circuit.

At the date of removal from the City Hall, 1795, it had 900 subscribers
;

on removal to its present edifice in 1856-'57, it had 1,100, and this num-
ber has continued with slight variations.

In 1800, the library contained 6,500 volumes
;
in 1813, 13,000 volumes;

iu 1825, 16,000 volumes
;

in 1828, 25,000 ;
in 1853. 40,000 ;

and now in

1876 about 65,000 volumes.

The second catalogue after the Revolution was issued in 1813, with

supplement in 1825; in 1838 a second catalogue was issued, with both

an alphabetical and analytical arrangement of titles. Supplements fol-

lowed on the same plan in 1841 and 1843. A third was prepared on the

plan of that in 1838, with great care, in 1850. These were all the work
of Mr. Philip J. Forbes.

During its history of almost a century and a half this library has been

tlic recipient of many important gifts in books. Besides the Dr. Milling-

ton library, it received, in 1812, a most valuable collection of 275 volumes

on American history from heirs of John Winthrop the younger, first gov-
ernor of Connecticut. A more recent and rare gift was from Robert Lenox

Kennedy the Hammond Circulating Library of Newport, R. I., contain-

ing about 2.500 volumes. These comprise choice works of fiction and

light literature. Many of the books are out of print and are not to be

found in modern or antiquarian bookstores of the present time: hence

nirer and more valuable as examples of the novels of the last centui \ .

From its inception down through its long period of existence, tlie

Society Library li;is been pre-eminently the library of the old Knicker-

bocker families of New York and their descendants. It has many valu-

able newspaper files, from 1726, the Gazette of William Bradford and

the Mercury of Hugh Gain, down to 1830. It had in many of its earlier

invoices, selected by the Alexanders, the Livingstons, and Smiths, rare

editions of history, biography, and literature, which have been pre-

served through all its reverses, and have come down to this generation.

NK\\ M)KK IIOSI'ITAL LIBRARY.

The New York Hospital was founded in 1770, one of the most excit-

ing periods of our provincial history. The library was established a- a

much needed auxiliary in IT'.Mi.

In that year the governors appropriated !?.~>00 to the purchase of vol-

umes; the medical fac,nlty of Columbia College contributed from their

private collections, and these and this purchase formed the nuelen> >!

the Hospital library. It was augmented by the purchase of the librai\

"I" I>r. Komavne, in 1800, and still further by the collection of the pri-

vate association of physicians, called The Medical Society of NV\\
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York. Among the additions made from time to time, during a period
of twenty-five years, was the botanical library of Dr. Hosack.

It has published in all four general catalogues and four supplement^.
The first catalogue in 1804 enumerated less than 1,000 volumes; tho

second, in 1818, about 2,000 volumes; in 1845, 5,000 volumes, and in

thirty years since it has added 5,000 more, works of far greater value

than those first collected. Of the 10,000 volumes contained in tlie

library, 5,000 embrace standard treatises by eminent authors. The

various foreign and American standard medical periodicals which tlw

library has received for over fifty years, comprise 3,000 volumes more.

The remaining 2,000 volumes contain a valuable collection of botanical

works, many learned monographs, and miscellaneous works in biog-

raphy and the collateral sciences. It is altogether the largest and moss

valuable medical library in the city of New York, and one of the mosc

valuable of its size in the country. It contains a valuable collection of

illustrated works, as Bourgery and Jacob's Anatomy, 8 volumes
;
Hebm

and Elfinger's atlas, 8 numbers, on skin diseases
;
Cruveilhiers Patho-

logical Anatomy, 2 volumes
;
Auvert's Surgical Practice, 2 volumes,

folio.

It embraces all* the standard works on general and special diseases.

Its collection on the theory and practice of medicine is very full, as also

that on surgery and anatomy. As it is a library for consultation ami

reference, great care has been exercised in the selection. Dr. Vander

voort, who was regularly educated, graduated, and in the practice of

medicine for over forty years, has acted as librarian for thirty-four

years ;
and upon him. has devolved the duty of selecting the books.

Special regard is had for works which record any advance in the science

or the practice of medicine.

From $1.500 to $2,000 per annum are now appropriated to the in-

crease of the library.

LIBRARY OF THE NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

The New York Historical Society was organized in 1804. In January,

1805, the first regular meeting was held, and the following officer-

elected :

Egbert Benson, esq., president; Eight Rev. Bishop Moore, first vice-

president; Brockholst Livingston, second vice-president; Eev. Samuel

Miller, D. D., corresponding secretary ;
Mr. John Pintard, recording sec-

retary ;
Charles Wilkes, esq., treasurer, and Mr. John Forbes, librarian.

A standing committee was appointed to issue an address to the public

setting forth the objects of the society and to take such measures a-.

would best promote its growth and progress. The constitution and b;

laws were extensively circulated in pamphlet form and afterward ii
-

serted in the first volume of Collections.

The founders were men of eminent position as divines, statesmei

and jurists, or as men of literary culture or scientific attainment. M
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Pintard, already in possession of a valuable collection of books relating
to American history, offered it at a reduced price. This the standing
committee was authorized to purchase, and it became the nucleus of

the library. Liberal donations of books, pamphlets, manuscripts, maps,
and other material followed, which with purchases soon formed a re-

spectable library in the department of American history.
lu 1809, through the efforts of De Witt Clinton, then a member of the

State senate, a charter was obtained and the society placed upon a solid

foundation.

September 4, 1809, completed tho second ceuturysince Hudson's" dis-

covery and passage up the North River, which received his name. The

society commemorated the event by an oration from Rev. Samuel Miller,

author of A Hundred Years' Retrospect in America, and by a grand
dinner at the City Hotel. This celebration led to a series of publications,

and Dr. Miller's paper, Verrazzano's discoveries in 1524, Hudson's four

voyages, and the laws of the Duke of York's government over the col-

ony, formed the first volume.

The society having removed thither from the old City Hall in 1809,

remained in the government house about six years. During this period
Dr. John W. Francis became librarian. His enthusiasm and brilliant

intellect did much for its progress.
The plan of the society originally included natural history, and im-

portant collections had been made, but these were transferred to the

U <-euin of Natural History as better suited to its objects.

During Dr. Francis's service the Gates, Schuyler, and Colden Papers
were, added. The first two as leading generals of the Revolution, the

hitter sharing equal civic responsibilities, gave special historical value

to these additions. To its art collection were also added by the relict of

the late Gouvemeur Morris, portraits of Columbus, AmericusVespucius,

Cortez, and Magellan, copies from the Florence gallery.

In IcSlO the society removed to spacious rooms gratuitously provided

l>y the corporation in the New York Institution in the rear of the City

Hull, in the park. It continued in these rooms sixteen years, down to

ls.)i'. During the greater part of this period the society struggled with

special pecuniary embarrassments. But the liberal advances made to it

l>y Dr. John VV. Francis and his indefatigable exertions to maintain its

credit, saved it from sacrifices which would otherwise have retarded its

progress for many years. At the point of greatest embarrassment
Hon. Frederic De Peyster repaired to Albany, and by the aid of De \Vitt

<

Jlinton, in the session of 1827, obtained a grant of $5,000. This, added

*\\m raised by the special efforts of the society, relieved it of debt,

In 1850 a movement was begun to secure a site and to erect a build-

ing lor the sole and permanent use of the library. This was completed
md occupied in 1857 oil the corner of Tenth street and Second avenue-

Tlie site is 50 by 100 feet. The building is of brick, 50 by about '.: feet.

iud is three stories high. The street floor contains the lecture room
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and trustees' office, and into the upper stories are crowded its large c(}l-

lections of books, pamphlets, and manuscripts, and its extensive colle

tious of paintings and sculpture.

At the organization of the society in 1804, it issued an address t-> rl

public, requesting donations and information under fourteen d iffere it

heads* chiefly covered by books, pamphlets, and manuscripts. AppemU-ii
to the address were twenty-five queries asking special and minute i

formation upon as many topics connected with the discoveries, coloni/i

tion, and foundation of the government, extending back nearly tlnv

centuries.

In 1814 De Witt Clinton drafted an able memorial to the legislating

setting forth the objects of the society. It was to establish a collection

of the natural, civil, literary, and ecclesiastical history of America, and

particularly of this State. He divided the civil history into the period

of the aborigines, the half century under the Dutch, the one hundred

and twelve years under England, and our political existence since,

society had already collected books, pamphlets, maps, and manu-

scripts to form the great outline of this history, but the hand of time

was rapidly obliterating much valuable historical material which might
now be obtained, but which the lapse of a few years would put beyond
the reach of human power. As an instance, the records of the Indi in

commission, in four folio volumes, from 1675 to 1758, were conveyed away

by Sir William Johnson on the outbreak of the Revolution.

The result of this appeal was a grant of $12,000 by the legislature,

and an order to send regularly to the society the laws and journals of

the State. Congress also provided for the donation of its journals, la* 8,

and documents. The collections thus far had been the fruit of pi i

munificence, chiefly at the hands of its founders and the booksellers of

the city.

The first catalogue was issued in 1813, prepared with special care

and ability by the Rev. Timothy Alden, under an alphabetical arrange

meut by authors, names of documents, maps, and newspapers It com

prised 130 pages closely printed in small type.

These volumes were to a large extent miscellaneous, but the greater

part illustrating the history of the country during the preceding century

and a half. They included the annals of discovery, and early colon al

settlement of New York and adjoining States, and more fully tlie pr n

ciples and history of the foundation of the Government. A large mini

ber of these volumes were issues of the London press from 1755 do^vn

to 1810. Of twelve titles under America, nine were issued in Lon-

don. The colonial period gave rise to several works on the rivalry

between France and Great Britain as to territorial rights and trade

America. Spanish Settlements in America, History of the British in

North America, (14 volumes,) European Settlements in North Aiuer

(Edmund Burke,) and speeches in the House of Commons in tavoi

America, (Burke,) are specimens of many of the early volumes.

a.

ne
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volumes under New Jersey, related to the government of the province
'

in 1732, and down to 1800. Of sixty-five titles under New York, the

majority relate to the city government, and the laws of the province or

State, from 1691 to 1813. It contained a vast amount of historical data

relating to the whole territory of what are DOW the New England and
Middle States, in the form of special sermons, anniversary discourses,

speeches of the fathers or tlie Republic, and retrospects of the previous

century. As these materials lay scattered, but near to the period of the

important events narrated, and with the previous events of colonization

and discovery still fresh in the memory of those who wrote and spoke,
this catalogue shows in every page how earnestly and carefully the

sagacious founders gathered up and preserved these records from

the ravages of time.

It contained lists of newspapers, as far as they could be collected,

from William Bradford's New York Gazette the first paper established

in New York, 1725 down to 1813. The changes and casualties in

business made it impossible to collect perfect files. Of ninety different

files none is found complete; but the dates so lap one upon another

as to jjive a fair portraiture of th period over which they extend. One
hundred and twenty- five maps, charts, and surveys formed part of the

collection. The most important, a French atlas in two volumes, with

charts of voyages and discoveries from 1240 to 1090
;
and maps of New

York, New Jersey, and other territory, the gift of the heirs of Lord

Stirling. Its art collection contained about thirty portraits of the

patriots and early discoverers. Fifty manuscripts and one hundred and

thirty almanacs, from 1092 to 1812, had been added.

The publications of the society (begun in 1809) have, in three series,

readied 23 volumes. The first, in volumes, contain many important

historical discourses, by I >e Witt Clinton, Morris, Wheaton, Verplauek,

I'intard, and Drs. Mitchell and Ilosack, and the continuation of Smith's

History of New York. The second, in 11 volumes, besides the dis-

courses <f Kent, Benson, and a long list of eminent scholars down to

1*19, embraced the minutes of the society for seven years. The

volumes in the third, under the publication fund, continue Colden's

Critical Correspondence upon Smith's History, and 3 volumes of the

letters of Maj. Gen. Charles Lee, the second in command in the revolu-

tionary army, dating from 17:1 down to 1 7*2. The entire series em-

braced also some of the most important records of discoven .

The second catalogue, issued in 1S.V.), contains 0.".3 octavo page*.

This, with an art catalogue of 17"> pages in 1SJI, shows the -ie.it value

<>l the collection and the large proportions it has atjained. Tlic\ show

the rich treasures in our history, in its rapid growth in civil, liter. u\.

and ecclesiastical affairs. Its 00,0110 volumes ami more than rj.niio

pamphlets, however miscellaneous, shed light upon almost e\ei\ sub-

ject which can come within the pr.miii^ of the stu.K'iit of

ln-storv.
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The original manuscript collections, now in process of arrangement it

chronological order, throw new light on many critical pe riods. They in

elude the Golden Papers, from 1720 to 1776
;
the Lord Stirling Papers

embracing all his letters to Washington, and before, from 1756 to 1783

the Duer, Steuben, and Gates Papers, the last second only to those of

Washington as materials for the history of the time.

Its collection of newspapers from 1704 to the present time, although
the files are not complete, in their extent and variety, form a complete

picture of the life and manners of this period. About one-half an

bound and when completed will make 4,500 volumes.

The works of art probably exceed in value those of any other librarj

in the country.
MERCANTILE LIBRAE T.

The first movement in behalf of a mercantile library was made by
a number of public spirited merchants and other active business men

late in the year 1820. Their efforts met with such success that in Feb-

ruary, 1821, the association numbered 175 active members and bpen<-<

its library with about 700 volumes, which increased to 1,000 within

the year; and John Thompson, the first librarian, was employed at ft

salary of $150 per annum. In these early years of its history it wa

open only in the evening, and two directors were always in attendance.

All the leading publishers of the city generously agreed to present copies

of every work of merit they should issue.

In 1823 it was incorporated as the Mercantile Library Association,

under the general law of 1796. In the same year it received from tii-

Chamber of Commerce a gift ot $250, and a committee of that boil;.

was appointed to report annually upon" its condition. The library hail

grown in 1826 to 2,200 volumes, and the membership to 438. Such was

its prosperity, and so well had it fulfilled the hopes of its friends, that.

at the end of two years, February 22, 1828, a meeting of prominent im-i

chants \vas called, at which it was agreed to raise funds for a perma-
nent library building. About $40,000 were subscribed, and a build

ing at once begun at the southwest corner of Nassau and Beekmuii

streets. As a means of greater protection to the library, the subscriber-;

to this fund formed a separate association, and obtained from the legis-

lature a charter under the title of The Clinton Hall Association of th--

City ofNew York, for the cultivation and promotion of literature, science,

and art. This corporation was distinct from the Mercantile Library

Association, but identical in purpose and object. It went into opera

tion February 23, 1830. The object of the corporators was to hold r

trust and manage all the property, real and personal, which the ass >

ciation might accumulate for the benefit of the library for all time, whi

the officers of the library should manage their own affairs, mouetar

and administrative, as a distinct organization.
The first book presented to the library was a History of England, tl

gift of De Witt Clinton, late the governor of the State, and, in meinot
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and honor of this eminent statesman; the building was named Clinton

tall.

A covenant -was made between the two associations, by which the

library should always occupy its rooms free of rent, and, after paying
the ordinary expenses and laying aside a contingent fund of $5,000

per annum from rents and income of Clinton Hall, the surplus should

be invested in books for the library. It was further covenanted that

the library should always be equally free to the members of both associ-

ations. Under this liberal covenant the Mercantile Library Association

took possession of its rooms in Clinton Hall November 2, 1830, with

6,000 volumes and a membership of 1,200. During this year Columbia

College granted perpetually to the library association two free scholar-

ships. A like gratuity was awarded to the association by the Univer-

sity of the City of New York in 1845, and several of the scholars of these

foundations have been graduated with special honors.

The library entered upon its second decade with marked prosperity.

During this period courses of lectures, which had been established, were

prosperous. Classes were also formed for the study of the French, German,
and Spanish languages, chemistry, drawing, and penmanship. Under
the supervision of able professors these were largely beneficial to the

members. Its members and volumes steadily increased, so that in 1840

the association numbered 3,652 active members, 278 stockholders in

Clinton Hall, and the library 21,906 volumes.

The third decade, from 1840 to 1850, was not distinguished by any event
of peculiar interest. The membership varied, but the library steadily in-

i fused in the number and in the value and character of its volumes. At
i lie dose of this period the public interest in the library and the general
belief in the power of the institution to elevate and give a higher tone

to the character of the future merchants of the city had been greatly

[lengthened. At or about this period there began an increased demand
or a better class of books. It often exceeded the supply. Thirteen

"pies of Macaulay's History of England, nine of Layard's Nineveh,
each of Lynch's Expedition and Hawks's Monuments of Egypt did

ioi supply a sixth of the demand. By this alliance and co-operation of

he Clinton Hall Association with the library, the selection of its hi-her

"rmanent elass of books was perpetually delegated to a committee of

Ider men. Their selections greatly enriched the library. They aimed
n their choice to combine solid instruction with entertainment. Out
I' 2,51)0 volumes added in 1S49, over 2,000 were works of general liter-

lure, science, and art. Among these were the Sydenham and Uny
Society publications, Philosophical Transactions, (in all, 55 volumes.)

'nniet's Uembrandtand his works, and Landscape painting in oil col.

'iekerin^'s Kaces of Men, and other similar works.

In entering on its fourth period, in 1850, it had about 3,500 members,
ml 33,539 volumes. The reading room was now receiving special at-

I'lition, and had on its tables 131 daily, weekly, monthly, and quarterly

uriials, American and foreign.
59 K
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The fourth period, from 1850 to 1860, began a new era in the hisUrl
of the library. In the first year its circulation reached 100,000 volumes.

The library had been entirely re-arranged in alphabetical order. Otter

important events in the history of the library followed. Clinton Hall \\ as
,

sold to the Nassau Bank for $100,000; its charter was amended to giv<- it

power to increase its capital. The Astor Place Opera House was pur-

chased and remodeled for the use of the library at a cost of $250,000. So

strong and deep was the interest of the mercantile community, that a sub-i

scription was raised sufficient to reduce the entire debt to $75,000. The!

result of this change was a large increase of members. Among those who
ten and fifteen years before had been its young and active members, wen

now found the enterprising and successful merchants of the day. Th
annual report of Clinton Hall for 1856, setting forth the cost of this trans-

fer and describing the advantages of the new and spacious edifice, wa

made by the president, Wilson G. Hunt, esq., who for a period of t\\c it

years had been one of its most active, able, and faithful directors, and liae

so continued to the present day. Such were the interest and the pros

perity of the preceding sixteen months, that 308,254 times had its

bers shared in its benefits, making a daily average of 750 members whi

had received books or visited the reading room ; 22,164 young men hac

been identified as members during the thirty-five years of its history

its library now contained 55,000 volumes, and the total library re

ceipts up to this period were $173,000. There were now 6,064 a

and subscribing members, and this period left a more decided v a\

mark in the progress of the library than any of the years preceding o

ensuing down to the close of our civil war. The year 1857 was ono o

financial panic and disaster. The rupture between the North and Sout

so soon followed, and so great was the strain of the war in its openin

upon the financial resources of the whole people, and so many of th

young men of the city went into the ranks, that all social and literar

progress was checked. It greatly diminished the numbers and resourct

of the library. For five or six years it scarcely held its condition ii

in 1856. But near the close of the war an era of prosperity be^ai

which closed this decade of ten years from 1856 to 1866 as one of tl).

brightest and most successful in its history. A new catalogue was ron

pleted and $7,500 expended in its publication ; nearly $12,000 expende

for new books; a new act of incorporation granted giving the pw
to receive and use large legacies without doubt; and as a crownir

success, the entire debt on Clinton Hall of $62,000 was extinguish

During this year there was a total gain in membership of nearly .'!<
l>

cent. There were now 1,500 stockholders and 10,169 sharing the 1 -u

fits of the library and reading room. The library now nmnbeivd Si.m

volumes, and the year's record showed a delivery of 178,000 voliitu

to its readers.

During the last nine years the association has advanced in wealtl ai

power for good beyond any period in its fifty-four years. The otJ <
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of the library and the trustees of Clinton Hall have specially sought to

combine tlacknowledge and experience of forty-five years' administration

licit- with that of the best popular libraries at home and abroad. They
have sought to prove what is best in the daily record of delivery, in classi-

fying and arranging the books upon the shelves, and the selection of

books with special reference to the future needs of the library.

The reading room now contains the best American and foreign news-

papers, magazines, and quarterlies, the total number of all being 417.

Un the 1st of May, 1875, the active and subscribing members of the

library were 8,380, and the total number sharing its privileges 10,287.

The library contained upward of 160,000 volumes. The number of vol-

umes circulated and read during the last year was 203,000, and 7,332
\vere used as reference. A bindery is connected with the library, and

1ms a, large saving is effected every year. A new catalogue is being

in-pared under the direction of Mr. W. T. Peoples, librarian.

The Mercantile Library holds the fourth place, as to number of vol-

unes on its shelves, among American public libraries. Its property,

rid and personal, is about $300,000 in value. Within its rooms it has

lathered seven pieces of costly statuary, twenty portraits and paintings,

ind thirty engravings, all the gifts of its friends.

ASTOR LIBRARY.

Tin- Astor Library was incorporated by act of the legislature January

5, 1849.

.John Jacob Astor, a native of Germany, but during most of his busi-

3 lite, a resident of New York, who died at an advanced age March

, 1S4S, by his will devoted the sum of $400,000 to the foundation

perpetual support of a library for the free use of the public. The
anaemeiit of this fund and of the library was committed by the

ill to ten trustees : Washington Irving, William B. Astor, Daniel Lord,

unes (1. King, Joseph G. Cogswell, Fitz-Greene Halleck, Henry lire

it, Samuel B. Ruggles, Samuel Ward, and Charles Astor Bristed,

id ex officiis the mayor and the chancellor of the State. He devoted

\MIO to the erection of a building; $120,000 to the purchase of books

i<l furnishing it
;
and the investment of the residue, $205,000, as a

ml to purchase, the site and for the maintenance, increase, and care

the library.

The site selected was a lot 65 by 120 feet on the east side of Lafayette

sting $25,000, leaving $180,000, the annual income of which is

l>e exclusively applied to the current expenses and increase of tho

rary.

Hie first meeting of the board after Mr. Astor's death was held

1849, bat it was legally organized under the act February 1 I. l^r.i.

en Washington Irving was chosen president, and Samuel 1. Uncles
B retary. Dr. Joseph G. Cogswell was appointed superintendent, and

success and value of the library have been largely due to the wis-

5
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dom of this selection. A man could scarcely have been found so

nently fitted, both by his taste and his exact and extensive knowl

of books, for this responsible trust. The entire period of nearly

years, from 1849 to the opening of the library to the public;, January

1854, was spent by this learned and indomitable student in dili

labor in the libraries and book marts of Europe, or in his own study am

library, where his invoices were verified, and the books arranged an-

classified on shelves in a house temporarily occupied for that put

Dr. Cogswell spent the winter of 1852 in Europe. The result of hi

visit was an addition of 25,00i) volumes, including a matliem it .e;

library of 3,000 volumes bought in Berlin, and one of 5,000 volume:

philosophical and miscellaneous, procured iu Florence.

The aggregate expenditure at this period had been about 8100,000

home and abroad, and the whole number of volumes then in the libi;

was 80,000.

The corner-stone of the library was laid on the 14th of March, 1850, an

the building finished in 1853. It is a plain structure of brick, raised upc

a lower story of rustic ashler brownstoue. The style of architect me
the Byzantine. The main library room is on the second floor, aid

100 feet iu depth by 64 in width, and 50 feet in height. A broad -k

light extending two-thirds the length of the room, with a row of larj:

curved panes of glass on each side and a double sash spreading ho

zontally across the centre, pours iu a flood of soft light from above, wide

with ten broad windows in front and eight in the rear, gives an excee

ingly cheerful aspect to the library. By an economical arrangement
shelves and alcoves, the library affords space for 100,000 volu an

Up to 1854 the whole department of bibliography, containing over t-,0

volumes, and including many rare and costly works, was the gift oil' I

Cogswell.
Few scholars or bibliographers of any period have had a braid

clearer idea of what is necessary to form a great foundation 1 >rc

suited to the wants of scholars, investigators, and scientists, and < t

pursuit of exact knowledge in all the arts. His idea cannot be uf

stated than by a quotation from one of his own reports. 1 1

There are but few general libraries in this country which have been formctl

system; . . . one that would euable the scientific inquirer to track the pro

knowledge and discovery to its last step; to furnish to the mechanic arts am!

inlnsrry in general, the help and guidance required from books; to make th ar

. familiar with the history, character, and style of the great masters of his
rt'j

call up to the student the past, in all the wide range of imagination ami

and to provide the best and healthiest intellectual food for the minds of all

this is the character of the Astor Library, it is such an one as the founder ii

establish.

The design was to make this library a general and not a speci;

and Dr. Cogswell labored with a wide knowledge of books and

and persistent assiduity to make every department complete,

system of classification was that of Bruuet. The perpetual car;
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of the Astor Library, as Dr. Cogswell termed it, he had at this time

ompleted; that is, one so arranged as never to require any change,

xcept that of being enlarged as the library increases. He proposed to

he trustees that a classified catalogue be printed at periods as each

lepartment advanced towards its completion.
A better idea may be given of the great value of this library and

,h;it it contained, by a brief synopsis of the comparatively full report
t Washington Irving, made at the date of its opening with 80,000 vol-

un-s.

Theology. The department of theology comprised the best editions of

he Hebrew and Greek Scriptures; the Walton Polyglott; various edi-

inns of the Vulgate ;
numerous versions of the whole Bible and parts in

lit- principal languages of Europe and the East; the Fathers in full, with

lost of the Benedictine editions; Bibliotheca Maxima of Despont ;

"ielerius's Patres Apostolici; the most important works on the councils,

ml Colet's edition of L'Abb6, in 29 volumes; Concilia Maxima, 37 vol-

iiics folio; quite full collections in scholastic and polemic theology ; all

ic curly and recent English divines.

Jiirini>rii<l<>nce. Tue department of jurisprudence included a good
>1 lection on civil law, n\any editions of the Corpus Juris

;
commentaries

i it; the codes of Scandinavia, and other parts of Europe, during the

'iddle Ayes; jurisprudence as now practiced in Italy, Portugal, Ger-

an.v, Denmark, and Sweden
;
the most important works on the laws of

pain, with digests and commentarieson the Mussulman, Hindoo, Gentoo,
id Chinese laws

;
collections on French law, from the ordinances of the

ii,'s down to the volumes of the Journal du Palais, and selections from

Mnylish common law, made by two of the most eminent jurists in

e country.

Si-iriii-M and arts. The department of natural sciences was one of the

licst and best furnished in the library, and very costly : Palmarum

nera et Species, by Martins; Wallich's Plantto Asiatica- Kaiiores;

's Plants of the Coast of Corornandel; complete set of Gould's

t Km ope, Australia, the Himalayas; Audubon's Birds ofAmerica :

'thorp's Flora Cneca, and hundreds of like character, nearly 5,000

1 iitnes.

<'lt< iiiish-i/ and /ilti/sics. All the publications of the principal societies

1 <iieat Britain, France, Belgium, Holland, Germans, Denmark, Swe-

<n, Norway. Russia, Italy, Spain, and Portugal; also, of the United

ties. The object, was to provide a complete bibli >lhci|iic indiistrielle:

'

. bonks lor t he special benefit of practical industry. These then mini-

'red nearly .~i,0()0.

Vntliniuiticx. ll was rich both in pure and applied mathematics. It

i"w largely upon the, libraries of Ilalley, Leyendie, .lacobi, and the

' Hciliycnstadts of Berlin. A competent judge, resident ot Her-

It considered it more complete than that of the Royal Library there,

any rate, it maybe ranked with the first abroad. IVsides all tin-
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works ol'Euler and Gauss, and all the mathematical journals, it has all

the works of Newton, Leibnitz, the Beruoullis, Lu place, Delambrj,
Lacroix, Legendre, Lagrauge, Jacobi, and a large collection of astro

nomical observations and many rare papers not easily found.

The fine arts. No part of the library cost so much money. In tlje

four branches of the fine arts proper, including archaeology, there aie

2,500 volumes, the first 50 of which cost nearly $3,000, all large folios

i)ound.in red morocco. Among the works in this department are Pir|i-

nesi's Antiquities, 21 volumes; Muse"e fran9ais, 4 volumes, and Musfu

royal, 2 volumes; Eaphael's Loggie del Vaticauo, 3 volumes; Grecian

Antiquities, 13 volumes
;
Gruner's Fresco Decorations of Italy.

Literature. In this the library is very strong. It has grammars and

dictionaries of one hundred and four different written languages and

dialects, and numerous vocabularies of unwritten ones. It has all the

families and branches of the European languages, and most of those of

Asia and Africa. It contains the best works on Egyptian hieroglyph! g

and cuneiform inscriptions. It has the best vocabularies of dialects of

the Mexican and South American Indians, published by the early Span-

ish priests; the Seven Seas, a dictionary and grammar of the Persian

language by the late King of Oude, 7 volu/nes folio. Greek and

Latin literature is well represented. There are more than a dozen edi-

tions of Homer one the princeps of 1488; as many as six each <>!

the Greek tragedians, of Pindar, of Demosthenes, Herodotus, Thucul

ides, and others. In Latin there are twelve editions each of Virgil and]

Horace; six each of Ovid, Cicero, Livy, and Pliny. In Spanish, Porn

guese, Italian, and French literature, there are more than 3,000 volumes

There are more than 1,000 volumes of German belles-lettres of thu}

century. In Dutch literature are nearly 200 volumes, among. them tin

complete works of the immortal Cats.

The historical department, last in the order of classification, confctij

tuted at least a fourth part of the library.

The library possesses a complete collection of English parliamentary

journals, debates, and reports over 2,000 volumes. These and othe,

similar European documents make nearly 3,000 volumes. The Anx-ricai

public documents of Congress and the States are still more complete

The South Library was opened in 1854. In October, 1855, Mr. Williun

B. Astor presented to the board of trustees a deed of the land, 80

120 feet, adjoining the edifice already completed, and signified his i

tion to erect thereon an exact counterpart of the building compM"
This new North Library was similar in size and architecture to the Soul

Library, and was completed and opened September 1, 1859. The book

were so far changed as to devote the entire South or first library i \ i

sively to science and the industrial arts; the North or new libnir.

history and. literature. This last department, when fully arran

embraced 60,000 volumes of the 110,000 volumes then in the w

library: This new building being 65 by 120 feet left a space of 15

on the easterly side of the lot for light and ventilation.
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Dr. Cogswell, who had already shown great ability in his prelimi-

nary index of books needed for a library, and extraordinary judg-
ment and economy in the purchase of the collection, completed his

Alphabetical Catalogue in four volumes royal octavo, of 2,110 pages,
in 1801. He resigned the office of superintendent in November, which

was accepted on the 6th of December of that year. He had been for

several- years in failing health, and resigning, in 1864, his office as

trustee of the library, removed to Cambridge, Mass., where he died

on the 26th November, 1871. Not long after his retirement he was
enabled to complete the supplement and analytical index to the cata-

logue of the library. The trustees, in their minute of his character and

services, said:

For nearly twenty years he has devoted to this institution the unremitting efforts

of a well directed and spotless life. . . . Had this last book been produced by
a mature and vigorous scholar, at the most robust period of his life, it would have
liccu a remarkable proof of knowledge and practical skill; but as the work of au

octogenarian it was a literary curiosity, and the most valuable American contribution

to the department to which it belonged.

Mr. Francis Schrceder was next appointed, and held the office of

Mipcrintendent for nearly ten years. He was succeeded by Dr. Edward
R. Straznicky, for many years an assistant, who died in February, 1876.

The present superintendent is J. Carson Brevoort; the librarian, F.

Sannders.

During the twelve years since Dr. Cogswell's retirement as trustee, in

18i;t, the library lias steadily advanced in the yearly additions to its

volumes, in financial resources, and in its admitted influence in widen-

ing the area of knowledge and research. It is made accessible to the

whole community without fee or ceremony, except the requisite age. It

has passed, by free gift, out of the hands of its founders to those of

trustees, for the use of the public.

The part of the original donation of $400,000 by John Jacob Astor

lot expended in the edifice and books, equal to $180,000, has constantly

i(!o,iumilated its interest. The amount of the total munificent additions

nade by William B. Astor, in the erection of the North Library, and in

>)ks to the value of more than $60,000, exceeds $300,000. The entire

'und given by father and son already invested and at interest to sus-

aiii and increase the library now makes a grand total of $773,336,

rlrile the library lias reached a total of 152,446 volumes. The inesti-

iabl<> value of the library will be appreciated when it is remembered

contains no light nor ephemeral books; that its books are for refer-

noo and consultation, to be read within its walls, and are, so far as

racticable, of lasting value.
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Statement showing the number of readers, and books consulted, in the Astor Libraryfrom

year 1860 to 1874.
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to found a library for apprentices. This was the origin of the library.

The charter of 1833, and subsequent amendments, provided that one-

third of the initiation fees should go to a distinct fund for disseminating
"
literary and scientific knowledge" through the medium of lectures;

for a separate fund for the library and reading room
;
that the society

might hold real and personal estate to^he amount of $500,000. The
amendment of 1860 confirmed its titles to real estate, and that of 1872

gave power to hold property to the amount of $1,500,000.
The society has five committees: library, literary, pension, school,

and finance, the yearly reports of which show the extent of its benevo-

lence and the steadily growing influence of the school and library.

The receipts from all sources, initiation fees, rents, and interest,

amounted in 1875 to $40,000, while its expenditures were only $30,000.

This annual saving has already accumulated a building fund of over
* 17,000. This growing sum will soon be invested in a spacious tire-proof

edifice.

The total value of all the property of the society, in real estate, stocks,

bonds, library, and furniture, is now estimated at $550,000.

The school prospered and supplied a great need of the time. But
after the more extended organization of the public school system of the

city, the day school was closed in 1863, and the school fund applied to

the growing want of a practical, free, evening drawing school for the

apprentices of the city. It now numbers over 400 pupils, devoted to

freehand, mechanical, and architectural drawing, and 50 or more to

writing and book-keeping, and is doing an important work.

From its foundation to 1846, the library was open in the evening

only. Now it opens at 8 a. m. and closes at 9 p. m. Members of the

society pay $50 initiation and no annual dues. It is free to all appren-
tices and female operatives, and to all others the terms are $2 per an-

num. In 1846 it contained 17,000 volumes and had 1,600 readers. It

now contains 53,000 volumes and has over 7,000 readers.

A catalogue was issued in 1865, and two supplements in 1869, under an

alphabetical list of authors, with brief titles. Mr. J. Schwartz, who has

tilled the post of assistant librarian and librarian for the last thirteen

years, found that the alphabetical system, in the rapid increase of books

and readers, caused much confusion through the want of numbers oil

the covers of the books to control their position on the shelves. Hav-

ing studied the various systems of library economy, he devised a new

system of arranging the, books in 187li-'74, based upon the three systems,

alphabetical, numerical, and classified, as co-ordinate parts of the whole,
these, three elements being combined in his plan in an equal degree.

1

The library contains about 1,500 volumes, in cNdopa-dias and other

books of reference; in natural science and useful arts, nearly 4,000; in

line arts, poetry, and literature, 4,000; in fiction, 15,000; in history,

1 A description of Mr. Schwartz's plan will be found in ('Impier XXVIII, p. G-'.T tt

-"!. of HUH report. F.PITOI;-..
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biography, voyages, travels, and geography, 10,000 ; philosophy and

theology, nearly 4.000; in juvenile literature, 4,000; and about lO.oon

duplicates and miscellaneous works make up the total of nearly .~i.5,000

volumes.

The total circulation the last year was nearly 115,00!) volumes, and ot

this large number only 64 were unreturned at the close of the year.

In 1802, the free use of the library was extended to workingwo.'iicii.

The result has been, and continues to be, most gratifying. During the

last year 2,500 girls enrolled their names as readers.

NEW YOKK LAW INSTITUTE.

The first steps toward the creation of the Law Institute were taken in

1825. In 1828 it was fully organized, and Chancellor Kent elected

president. The nucleus of a law library was formed by the purchase of

the private collection of Robert Tillotson. The voluntary association

having failed to meet the expectations of its founders, a charter was

obtained in 1830. The growth of the library for some years was slovy ;

in 1842 it numbered but 2,413 volumes; in 1851, 4,544 volumes; in

1855, 6,000 volumes; and Justice Kent then said it was one of the most

valuable collections in the United States. In 1842, a catalogue was

prepared by Vice Chancellor L. H. Sanford.

From 1828 to this date, 1876, the library has received larger or smaller

donations from more than one hundred members, from the commission-

ers of public records of Great Britain, and from law book publishers in

Europe and at home.

It has become a success'in the highest and broadest sense, and now

furnishes the bench and bar of the city in legal treatises, text books,

American and foreign reports, collections of leading cases and trials

resources of incalculable value.

The library, now the best public law library in the country, contains

20,000 volumes, complete sets of reports of courts of all the States
;

tin-

Federal courts
;
the latest revisions of the statutes

; complete reports of

English, Scotch, and Canadian higher courts; one of the best col lei- -

tions of the statutes of all the States; one of the largest collections <>t'

the session laws of all the States; nearly all the leading English and

American text books, and treatises; one of the largest collections of

trials; one of the largest collections of English and American la\v

periodicals; next to the library at Washington, one of the best col-

lections of French law in the country. It has also a very fine collec

tion on the literature of the law, memoirs and biographies.

LIBRARY OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE.

This library was begun in 1833, to promote the objects and success o

an association called the American Institute, which was organized^
1829. It was at first a share library, of $25 e-tch. Subsequently these

shares were relinquished for life memberships, or given up. Members
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only of the institute can take books. Initiation fees and dues, at $10
and $5 per annum, are paid, as from members of the institute, and not

of the library.

. In 1850 the library numbered G,500 volumes, valued at over $7,000.
In 1859 it was removed to rooms in the Cooper Institute, where it still

remains.

In the forty-seven years of its history the institute has held forty-four

fairs. These have served two important objects : (1) to supply an ample
revenue

; (2) to extend a knowledge of new inventions, and of the applica-

tion of old principles to new forms in agricultural, mechanical, and do-

mestic implements and machinery. The transactions and awards of

these fairs make thirty-two printed volumes, which have been published

by the State. The appropriation for this object having been discon-

tinued, they are no longer printed.

In the selection of books careful attention has been paid to the require-

ments of the institute in pursuing investigations relating to mechanics,

agriculture, and other special subjects.

An alphabetical and analytical catalogue was published in 1852, and

a supplement in 1857. The analysis divides the library into twelve divis-

ions. The principal ones are, science, art, belles-lettres, geography, voy-

ages and travels, history, biography, law, transactions, and periodicals.

Under the head Science in this division of the library are five

branches: Universal, mental and moral, political, exact, and natural ;

under that of Arts are four: Mathematical, natural, fine, and miscella-

neous.

The subdivisions under Universal Science are given as encyclopaedias
and dictionaries. Under Exact Science: Arithmetic, mathematics, and

astronomy; under Natural Science : I. Natural philosophy and chem-

istry; II. Natural history; III. Anatomy, physiology, medicine and

surgery. Under the Mathematical Arts are embraced : Engineering,
art of war, and navigation. Under the Natural Arts : Agriculture.
The growth of the library has been slow, but it is strongest in these

divisions of science and the arts. These branches, more than any

others, have seemed to serve the ends of the institute. The library now
contains 10,600 volumes. For two years no books have been added ex-

cept by donation. The object of the institute, as expressed in the

charter, is to promote domestic industry in this State and the United

States, in agriculture, manufactures, art, etc. It has for several years

directed its chief energies to its Fairs and Farmers' Club.

THE AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY.

The first effort to establish a geographical society in New York was

made by Rev. Francis L. Hawks, George Folsom, and others, in 1850,

1 but nothing was accomplished till October 9, 1851, when the American

(leographical Society was organized, and Henry Grinnell elected presi-

dent. It held its first public meeting after organization at the rooms
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of the Historical Society in the University of the City of New York. It

was shortly thereafter established in a room of its own in that building,
when it rapidly increased in members, began to accumulate a geograph-
ical library, and to have lectures in the chapel of the university on geo-

graphical subjects.

On the 13th of April, 1854, it was incorporated by the legislature of

New York by the title of the American Geographical and Statistical

Society, which was afterwards changed by another act to The American

Geographical Society of New York.

Its efforts were chiefly applied to building up a geographical library,
and the formation of a collection of maps and charts of all parts of the

world. The ultimate object was to establish in the chief maritime city

of the United States an institution where accurate information might
be obtained respecting all parts of the globe. To this for some year^
its efforts were mainly directed. These were greatly aided by the

contributions of books and liberal donations of money by many of its

members.

It has now a library of over 10,000 volumes, which is especially rich in

works relating to North and South America, and is very full in respect

to Asia, Africa, and the Arctic. It comprises very valuable and exten-

sive collections of elementary works, of works of all kinds on statistics,

and of the publications of the geographical societies of the world, and

is the only place in this country where these publications can be found

to so great an extent. Its collection of voyages, travels, journeys, and

explorations in all parts of the world is extensive and very valuable.

It has a geological department quite full in geological reports ami

publications relating to the United States and Canada. It has a lai .--.

valuable, and connected series of atlases, from the first atlas of Orte-

lius down to the present time, in which all Jhe atlases of the great

cartographers, Dutch, German, French, and English, will be found.

The library also embraces the larger part of the publications of the

Government of the United States and of the different States upon

geographical, geological, and scientific subjects. Its collection of charts

and maps is large, though not as extensive as that of the Royal Geo-

graphical Society of London, but its geographical library is said to be

more valuable than either the library of the London or Paris Geograph-
ical Society, although the library of the London society is larger.

The New York society has now over 1,800 fellows, 20 honorary and

a large body of corresponding members at home and abroad.

Its presidents in these twenty-four years have been Henry Grinnell,

George Bancroft, Francis L. Hawks, and Charles P. Daly. Its pivst-iit

general secretary is Lieut. James T. Gardner, late geographer-iu -chief

of the United States Geological and Geographical Survey of the Terri-

tories, and of Clarence King's Survey of the Fortieth Parallel.

The report of the society to the legislature is reproduced in the form

of an annual publication.
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Charles P. Daly has been president since 1861. He has delivered in

this period a series of anniversary addresses, reviewing the work of the

society and the explorations and discoveries in all parts of the world

several of them so exhaustive that the series would form, if published, a

valuable epitome of this important branch of knowledge.
The society has secured a fund of over $30,000, and hopes soon to

remove to an edifice of its own with ample room for its growing collec-

tion.

LIBRARIES OF THE COLLEGE OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER.

The college library contains about 15,000 books. It has a good collection

of Bibles in original texts and approved versions; also, commentaries, dic-

tionaries, and concordances of the Bible
;
a full collection of the Greek

and Latin Fathers, and a good representation of standard works in the-

ology, exegetical, dogmatic, and polemical. It contains the Bollandist

collection of the Lives of the Saints, complete in 60 folio volumes, from

St. Peter, about the year 56, down to the last saint canonized.

In patrology, it has of 1'Abbe Migne's edition of the writings of the

Fathers, 220 or more volumes, in Latin and Greek, from Tertullian, in

the second century, down to the thirteenth, the time of Innocent III.

This collection is very nearly full in, the faculty library, the original

design of Migne being to issue 200 volumes of the Latin Fathers and

100 of the Greek. It is very well represented in ancient and modern

history, and quite full in ecclesiastical. It has a good collection in the

several branches of science. It is also fairly represented in works on

jurisprudence, canon, common, and statute law. It is fairly represented
in geography, ancient and modern, and in travels

5
and has a very good

collection in literature and philology. This library has been selected

with special reference to the wants of the faculty in the several depart-

ments of instruction.

The library of the college students contains nearly 6,000 volumes of

well selected books. It is very conveniently arranged for active use.

The volumes are grouped upon the shelves according to size and sub-

jects, on a plan similar in its general features to that of the Apprentices'

Library of New York. The perfect system in the minor details of the

shelf arrangement of that library is not carried out. The five general
heads under which this library is arranged are: Religion, under

shelf sections, represented by the letters of the alphabet from A to G
;

literature, from H to M; history and biography, from N to S
; fiction,

from T to Z
;
science and travels, from AA to GG.

The Xavier Union is a literary social club comprising students,

alumni, and Catholic young men of the city which has a select library

of about 5,000 volumes.
.

NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.

This academy was instituted in 1846 and incorporated in 1851.

The objects of the academy are, the cultivation of the science of ined-
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icine, the advancement of the character and honor of the profession,

tin- elevation of the standard of medical education, and the promotion
of the public health.

The members comprise four classes, resident, non-resident, corre-

sponding, and honorary fellows; the corresponding fellows limited to

one hundred; the honorary, who must be distinguished in the pro-

fession, to fifty. The terms of membership are $5 initiation and $10
annual dues. The meetings are held semi-monthly.
The committee on medical education have cognizance of tin- system

of medical instruction, private and public, in the city and State of New
York. They recommend all improvements in office training and exami-

nations
;
text books

; reading in practical studies proper for the student;

public courses, practical and theoretical, for the colleges and hospitals,

and make such suggestions as seem necessary to render the system
of medical education thorough and efficient.

Since instituted, twenty-five years ago, the academy has gathered a

library of about 3,000 volumes. It embraces many rare and standard

works in medicine, surgery, and the allied sciences. Its notable special ty

is in complete files of American medical periodicals, medical transac-

tions of State societies, files of hospital reports, and medical journals of

Great Britain and the Continent.

The members number 325. The annual income approxiuiat

$4,000, chiefly from dues.

LIBRARY OF THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.

The first London association of young men a,s a Christian body was

formed in 1844, and the first on this continent, after the London plan.

was at Montreal, in 1851. The first formed ih the United States was in

the same year, at Boston, Mass. In the following year, 1852, associations

were formed at Xew York, Buffalo, and Washington. The first conven-

tion of associations in America was held at Buffalo, in 1854, and so

popular was this method of organization for mental and moral improve-

ment, and so fruitful in good results that in 18G()-'G1, on the breaking

out of the civil war, there were about 200 associations in the United

States. Many suspended work during the war, and some were di

banded, so that the total number then existing was one hundred an

sixty.

The New York Association, formed in 1852, occupied leased rooms in

several parts of the city till 18G9, when the edifice now owned and occu-

pied, at the southwest corner of Twenty-third street and Fourth avenue,

was completed, at a cost, for laud and building, of 8500,000.

The library was founded in 1852, and when opened in the new

building, in April, 1870, numbered only 2,000 volumes. It now nnin

bers 10,552 volumes, and is valued at $20,000. Of the books

about 25 per cent, are fiction, all very carefully selected. History

biography, and literature form 32 per ciiut.
; science, about 14

; poetry
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fine arts, travels, and cyclopaedias, about 19
;
and miscellaneous works

form the remaining 10 per cent. From the foundation, the library com-

mittee has never fostered a taste for light reading, but every year sup-

plies the best standard works. A large number of these are superior

English editions. Though not numerous, the department of art is rich

in many choice works. One work specially worthy of notice is a unique
collection of 8,000 portraits engraved on copper in the highest style of

that art, collected by John Perceval, earl of Egmont, and supplemented

by John T. Graves, covering a period from the first century down
to 1730, in 35 folio volumes.

In the year 1875, 17,600 volumes were drawn from the library by
about 14,000 readers. The library room and reading room, on a sepa-

rate floor, comprise 375 magazines, reviews, and newspapers, and duriug
the last year over 30,01)0 persons were admitted to these rooms. The

library has shelf room for 20,000 volumes. It is open, free, from 8.30 a.

in. to 10 p. m. daily to members and to all respectable persons who com-

ply with its rules.

LIBRARY OF THE COOPER UNION.

This library forms a department in the institution founded by the

munificence of Peter Cooper for free instruction in science and art. It

is made an auxiliary to the work of education, and, with its extensive

reading room, becomes a ministry of great power also to those outside

of the school, who continually share in its treasures. It already num-
bers 17,500 volumes. At least 6,000 of these relate to practical science

and art, including standard and popular authors. Its extensive

files of the best foreign and American scientific periodicals are

bound at the close of each year, and make an important element in the

library. Among these are the Franklin Institute Journal, (complete

series,) Sillirnau's Journal of Science and Art, (complete,) Youmau's

Popular Science Mouthly,Vau Nostrand's Engineering Magazine, London

Popular Science Review, and the A,nnals of Chemistry, both from Paris

and Berlin. The bound volumes of periodicals in other departments,

literary and miscellaneous, with the works of fiction, which are of the

highest order, aggregate 6,000 volumes more. History, biography,

general literature, and books of reference make up the remainder.

Among the latter are a set of the Patent Office reports, nearly complete.
from 1843 to 1876, making 180 volumes. In this class it has the Edin-

burgh, Britauuica, Lardner's, Ree's, the American, Penny, Tomlinson's,
and Chambers's Cyclopaedias; also, Dunglison's, Gregory's, and Ure's

dictionaries.

Of American and foreign newspapers, daily and weekly, it has ou file

192; of magazines and reviews, American and foreign, 1-0; making a

total of 312. In 1875 over 190,000 books and periodicals were drlivi'ivd

o the very large total of 600,000 readers of both sexes. No books are

akcii from the library, and the number of daily visitors ranges from

*00 to 2,500.
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The sixteen years' existence of the Cooper Union, with its schools

library, and reading room, already fills one of the brightest pages in the

history of education in America. The com n m schools, seminaries, and

colleges deal with rudiments, or a higher and more exact discipline, bill

little or not at all with industrial and artisan skill. The Cooper Union i>

the first and only instance in American history when- a yrcat fortune

has been devoted to instructing anil training the masses in the elements

of science and art, for the special object of producing skilled labor in all

industrial pursuits, and elevating and advancing those who are taugh

by bringing each branch of instruction as close as possible to practical

life and remunerative labor.

The total amount expended in erecting the building and in sustainin

the institution down to the present is $1,372,840.

MEDICAL JOURNAL ASSOCIATION OF TOE CITY OF NEW YORK.

This association, organized in 1804, is designed to furnish immediate

access to all the current medical literature in the department of medi-

cal journals and monographs. The prominent American, English,

French, and German journals are taken. During the winter, regular

Friday evening re-unions are held, at which digests of all new aud im-

portant matter appearing in the medical journals, as well as other mat-

ters of professional interest, are presented and discussed. The library

contains about 3,500 volumes, mostly of these journals, gathered in tho

eleven years since the association was formed, aud some hundreds of

volumes of special monographs.
The membership numbers 350, comprising physicians and surgeons in

good standing.
Terms are $10 per annum. The reading room is in the building of

the New York Academy, 12 West Thirty-first street, where the re-unions

are also held.

The income is about $3,500 a year, devoted to these public journals

and current expenses.

LIBRARY OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION.

This association was organized in 1870 to supply a want which t

Law Institute could not meet. That institution, first established to a<i

vance the fellowship and social culture of the legal profession, ha

existed above forty years. For a time in its early history it admirably

served this purpose; Jjut at length the means and strength of the insti

tute were wholly directed to creating a large and valuable law libraiy

for the consultation and use of its members.
At the time of this movement in 1870, two imperative needs \\>

by the older members of the bar. The first was an up-town libra

where the large and increasing numbers of the profession could pro

ably employ the evening in the preparation of their causes for tb

day, aud where plans for reforming both the administration of latv tin<



Public Libraries of Ten Principal Cities. 945

the bench and the abuses in practice could be discussed. The movement
was initiated by William M. Evarts, Charles O'Conor, Samuel J. Tilden,
Charles Tracy, and other prominent members of the profession. The act

of incorporation, passed April, 1874, named William M. Evarts president,
James W. Gerard, Samuel J. Tildeu, Joseph S. Bosworth, John Slosson,
and Edward S. Van Winkle, vice-presidents, under the title of the Asso-

ciation of the Bar of the City of Xew York.

The association soon numbered three hundred members. The initia-

tion fee of $50 each and the annual dues of 840 created a fund of $27,000.
A commodious house was purchased for $43,000, and the larger part of

this fund applied to the payment therefor. In three years the indebted-

ness of the association was extinguished.
The foundation of the library was laid by one hundred members sub-

scribing $100 each in cash. The general fund afforded ample means for

i yearly additions to the library, so that at the end of the sixth year it

numbered nearly nine thousand volumes. The growth of the association

to nearly seven hundred members and the increase of the library made
it necessary to seek more commodious quarters. A larger building, sit-

uated on West Twenty-ninth street, was bought, and the library removed

thither in October, 1875.

The library, which now contains between nine and ten thousand vol-

umes, embraces complete sets of the reports of the courts of all the

States; complete sets of the reports of the Federal courts, the last revi-

sions of the statutes of all the States, a large collection of the session

laws of all the States, complete sets of English, Scotch, Irish, and Cana-

lian reports, the English reports going back to the thirteenth century,
,iud a large collection of text books and treatises on law.

LIBRARY OF THE COLLEGE^F THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

By an act of the legislature, May 7, 1847, the board of education of

si'w York City was authorized to establish a free academy for higher

j'ducation, the curriculum to approximate to the ordinary college course.

'lit- privileges of the academy were limited to those who had been pupils

iji
the common schools of the city, and had attained the age of twelve

cars.

i The academy building was completed in January, 1849, at a cost, for

ml, edifice, library, apparatus, and furniture, of $90,000. In I860 its

jaine
was changed by act of legislature, to The College of the City of

iew York, with full powers of a college under the revised statutes, and

\\as made subject to the visitation of the regents of the univt-rsity.

if board of education are ex-ora'.cio trustees of the college, and a later

t makes the president ex-ofticio a trustee and one of the executive

'inmittee in the government and management of the college.

The library is valued at 860,000. It has a library fund of 835,000; it

nitains about 20,000 volumes, besides about 13,000 textbooks, which

fe supplied at the expense of the college. It is full in scientific jour-

00 E
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nals, containing, it is said, the only complete set in New York, of the

Philosophical Transactions of the French Academy of Sciences. It had
.Sill i man's and many other standard journals. It contains all the latest)

authors in chemistry, physics, natural history, mathematics, and astron-

omy. It is very full in the best authors on the history both of ancient

and modern nations. It comprises standard works on chronology,

archaeology, and numismatics. It has full collections of the best authors

of French, English, and American history original works and reprints.

French, German, and Spanish literature, both classical and the best

modern works, are quite well represented. Much attention has of late

been devoted to the classical department and to comparative philology.

There are not only complete sets of the Delphine and Lemaire editions of

the Latin classics, but the most reliable modern editions, both English

and German, have been selected.

English literature is fully represented. Of works of fiction it con

tains only the great English novelists. It contains all the prominent

encyclopaedias, American and foreign, and several biographical diction

aries. The art department, though riot numerous, is quite select.

The object of the library is to place within reach, both of professors

and students, the standard works on all the subjects taught in tb^

college.
THE LENOX LIBRARY.

Taking into view the quiet and beautiful site of this library, at ou<*

of the elevated points on Fifth avenue, in front of Central Park, th<

simple but massive proportions of the edifice, the admirable adapta-

tion of the interior to the purposes 'of so large an institution, and the

unique character of the collection to be placed in it, the Lenox Library,

founded by James Lenox, excels, in many respects, any other similar

foundation in America.

Locality and dimensions. It fronts on Fifth avenue, aud covers tb >

entire block of 200 feet between Seventieth and Seventy-first streets,

with a depth of 125 feet. While not designed upon any distinct orl< r

of architecture, as the Doric, Ionic, or Corinthian, it is simple, class*-,

and grand in the mass. It is built of white Lockport limestone, (>r

marble, finely polished, and embraces a central building with two pr

ecting wings, the object being to secure all the light possible for tl

library rooms and galleries. The building is 192 feet parallel to the av

uue, and 114 feet deep, with a front elevation of 105 feet. The ceutr; I

part of the edifice for a space of 96 feet is set back 42 feet from the froi r

line, thus forming a courtyard 42 by 9G feet, with a flight of steps to

the front entrance. The main entrance from the street is through t*< >

massive gateways and this court.

First story. The principal entrance door opens into a vestibule t'4

by 96 feet. This vestibule, the floor of which is laid with white mar

tiles, communicates at each end with a north and south library root > t

each 30 by 108 feet. These rooms are 24 feet high, and each has
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alcoves, or recesses, G by 24 feet. The windows of each library room are

10 feet from the floor, to secure a large amount of wall space. In the

rear of the centre of tbis spacious vestibule are the janitor's office, tbe

cloak and retiring rooms, witb broad stairways on either side ascend-

ing by two
easjf flights to the second story. Half way up is a.mezzanine

or half story between the library rooms, (which by reason of their height
afford ample space,) on which is a commodious suite of apartments for

the librarian,with parlor, dining, service rooms, and every convenience.

This completes the first story.

Second story. Ascending to the second story, two doors open into the

principal art gallery, which is directly over and of the same size 24 by
MO feet as the vestibule below. Three large windows open on the bal-

cony and the court, looking on Central Park. The sides of the room are

divided by five arcades resting on piers, which are decorated with niches.

The walls are finished in oak to the height of these niches. At both

ends of this gallery, north and south, are library rooms, 30 by 108 feet,

with six alcoves or recesses in each, as on the street floor, and like those

except in height. These latter have vaulted ceilings, 40 feet in the centre

and 35 feet at the sides. A second picture gallery on this floor, directly

over the librarian's apartments, is 40 by 56 feet, well lighted by large

sky-lights, and tastefully skirted with dark wainscoting, which completes

the second story.

Third fitory. The north stairs ascend to the third or attic story, to a

third gallery for paintings, 24 by 96 feet, the walls of which can be used

<>h three sides, the fourth being occupied by the windows and a broad

halr.ony extending nearly the whole length of the room, to afford a bet-

ter view of the paintings and easier access to the windows, which com-

mand an extensive prospect. On this floor is the tank-room, which will

afford an ample supply of water for the entire building.

H'tsement; heating and ventilation. The basement is 12 feet in height
and extends under the whole building j

is thoroughly dry and will be

used for storage of book^, for boiler-room, with four large boilers, fire-

iwiup, and complete steam and water works. Great care has been given
to the heating by steam, and the ventilation, which work together and

arc so arranged that the engineer has control of the heating and venti-

lation of the whole building without leaving his floor. The air in each

room can be changed every thirty minutes, if necessary, and the libra.

i ian's office communicates by speaking tubes with the principal rooms,
mil with the janitor, and engineer, so that he can at all times control

>"th heat and ventilation.

<'lHtcity and cwt.Tke book presses or cases are of iron, arranged in

|\vo

tiers, with galleries, and for convenience of access in administration,

tain-uses of iron have been placed in two of the recesses on each floor.

tour library rooms, if filled to the extent of their capacity, will oa.-li

>ntain over 75,003 volumes, or the four an aggregate of over 300,000

olumes.

Mr. Lenox has already formally given to the library 8335,000 in rush.
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and probably smaller sums to make the total $400,000. Of this sum
and interest, after completing the building, there remain $212,000 as

a permanent library fund. His gift of ten city lots for the site may ba

estimated, at present depressed prices at $300,000, making the tota

$700,000. This is exclusive of the costly collection of boQks and manu-

scripts in process of transfer and arrangement in the library.

Trustees and librarian. The act of incorporation, passed January 2

1870, made the following nine gentlemen the first trustees of the library :

James Lenox, William H. Aspiuwall, Hamilton Fish, Robert Ray, Al
exander Van Rensselaer, Daniel Huutiugton, John Fisher Sheafe, James

Donaldson, and Aaron B. Belknap. .
James Lenox was elected president

and A. B. Belknap secretary. Six years have been occupied in the con-

struction of the building. George H. Moore, for twenty years connected

with the New York Historical Society, has been appointed librarian,

and is arranging the collection for the use of the public. In its present

shape the numerical extent of the collection cannot be given. Some of

the prominent features which made the private library of the founder

exceptionally rare and valuable can only be referred to in this brief

sketch.

This private collection, not perhaps exceeding 15,000 volumes, hag

been known to scholars and bibliopoles to be very complete and costly

in certain departments. In the specialty of American history and the

materials for it, no private library in America probably equals it. It

is known to contain not only all the more valuable books on America;

published in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and the first half

of the eighteenth, but most of the complete editions of the more val-

uable in the Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Italian, French, Latin, and

English. In the Bibliotheca Americana of Henry Harrisse are enuiner

ated more than 150 volumes of the most valuable works on America,

its discovery and settlement, published within a certain period, as it

his collection. The Lenox collection of Spanish manuscripts relating t(

America is very large and valuable. The library contains the mos 1

complete collection of the editions of the De Bry books in the country,

No public or private library here is so rich in Shaksperean literature

It contains a great number of complete editions of the various forms o

the dramatist's plays, as the first four folios, the first quartos, and sab

sequent issues. If not all, it has most of the twenty plays publisbe*

in Shakspere's lifetime, which are valued at their weight in gold. I

is rich in Elizabethan poetry, exceeding most libraries in complete edi

tions of the poets of that period. It is also rich both in works on th

fine arts and on angling. Another specialty is its collection of Bitle*

which is not surpassed in the country.
From what is known in general of Mr. Lenox's method of furnisliB]

this corporate library, it is believed that he will double or trebl

private collection with valuable works selected abroad. The
publicNaj

patiently for these rare treasures, sooner or later to be opened to sch lai]

and the reading community.
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OTHEE COLLECTIONS.

The following list embraces other public or semi-public libraries

iu Xew York and vicinity which contain each 1,000 volumes or more.

Further statistics of these and minor collections will be found in the

general table at the end of this volume. EDITORS.
Volumes.

American Bible Society 2,400
American Eclectic Library '. 30,300
Aschenbrcedel-Verein 1,700

Bloomingdale Asylum for the Insane 1,000
Catholic Protectory for Boys 2,000

Century Clnb 2,000

Chamber of Commerce 2,500
Charlier Institute 3,500

Children's Aid Society Lodging-houses 1,100

College of Pharmacy of the City of New York 1,200

College of Physicians and Surgeons 1, 200

Columbia College 18,745
Philolexian Society 1,200

Peithologian Society 1,000

School of Mines 7,000

Law School 4,500

Botanical Library 1, 145

Court of Common Pleas 1,000

Department General Recruiting Service 2, 556

Dr. Van Norman's Classical School , 2,040
Fire Department Library and Lyceum 6,750

rive Points House of Industry 1, 000

eneral Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church, (see sketch

in Theological Libraries, Chapter IV, pp. 152-153) 15,400
rand Lodge Free and Accepted Masons, 224 Centre street 1, 500

irlem Library 8,000
farmonic Club 6,000
Homo for the Friendless 1, 000

House of Refugo 4,086
Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb 2,800
L;u lies' Five Points Mission 1, 400

Lit 'ilcrkranz '. 1,000

Lixllow Street Jail 1,500

Manhattan College 13,000
Mile. Kostan's .school 1,000
Molt Memorial Free Medical and Surgical Library 4,700
Mr*. J. T. Benedict's school 3,000
Naval Lyceum 4,250

York Genealogical and Biographical Society 1,500
V\v York Juvenile Asylum 1,500

Packard's I'.usi ness College 2,000

Philharmonic Society 1,400

Presbyterian Hoard of Foreign Missions 6, 000

'miters' Library 4,100

stant Kpiscopal Church Mission Society for Seamen 1,500

Bulgers Female College 5,000

ty lor the Rftlief of Juvenile Delinquents 4,010

Standard Club... 1,000
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VoluniPi

Sunday School Teachers' Reading Room and Exchange 2, OG

Supreme Court, first department, first judicial district 2, 00)

Turnverein , 1.7.1 *

Union League Clnb l..",il>

Union Theological Seminary, (see sketch of this library in Theological Libra-

ries, Chapter IV, p. 153) 34,00')

University of the City of New York 3,500

Law Department., 1. -"
'

Vereiu Freundschaft 1. '."7

Washington Heights Library 2,794

Woman's Library 2, 5(0

Young Women's Christian Association 4,0(0

YIII. PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF PHILADELPKLA.

BY LXOYD P. SMITH,
Librarian of the Library Company of Philadelphia.

The idea, first carried out in New England, of free libraries supported
at municipal expense, has not yet penetrated to Philadelphia. All the

public libraries in this city are supported by the contributions of indi-

viduals. They are, however, nearly or quite all accessible, without

charge, to the public for consultation, and from most of thjem the books

may be borrowed on payment of a small sum. The remark recently

made by Dr. Daniel Wilson, that " in no country in the world are pub-
lic and private libraries and collections made available to the scientific

inquirer with the same unrestrained freedom as in the United States/'

is eminently true of the libraries of Philadelphia.

There is no one of them that in itself approaches to completeness ;

but as several are devoted to special subjects, thus supplementing each

other, they together form a group of great value and usefulness. The

Philadelphia Library, including the Loganian collection under the same

roof, and accessible to the members, is rich in early printed books, works

relating to America, newspapers, periodicals, and standard English lit-

erature
;
the Law Library is a fine collection of reports, statutes, and

other legal works
;
the Library of the Hospital and that of the College

of Physicians are medical collections which, together, are of the first

rank
;
the Library of the Academy of Natural Sciences is very rich in

works on natural history, and that of the Philosophical Society in tli

transactions of learned societies
;
the Mercantile Library is strong i

bibliography, and, possessing already 125,000 volumes well adapted to a

circulating library,-it grows and prospers marvelously; the Franklin

Institute has a complete set of the American, British, and Freiirh

patent publications ;
the University has 8.000 volumes on political econ-

omy and 5,000 on engineering: and the Historical^Society has an i

uable treasure in the Penn Papers, while its collection of colonial

revolutionary manuscripts, local histories, books relating.to the French
Revolution, and curiosities, is important and rapidly increasing. It \ ii
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be seen tbat these separate collections virtually supplement eacb otber.

A better idea, however, ot'tbe resources of tbese various institutions will

be obtained by taking tbem up in turn and giving a sketcb of tbeir bis-

tory and present state. This paper will not be without value if it

enables the student to ascertain whither] be should turn bis steps to find

books on a particular subject.

First in point of antiquity is

THE LIBRARY COMPANY.

The foundation of the present institution was laid by Dr. Benjamin

Franklin, who induced a small number of gentlemen to subscribe one

hundred pounds ;
the books being^first'keptyn Kobert Grace's house,

from which those who in 1731 signed the articles of association were

allowed to take them to their phonies for perusal.

Many particulars in regard] to Robert Grace have been brought to

light in Mrs. T. C. James's recent Memorial of Thomas Potts, jr. From
that work we learn that Mr. Grace was born on April 25, 1709, and that

lie was the son of Kobert Grace the elder, of Philadelphia, who removed

thither from Barbadoes some time before February, 1707-'8. The

younger Grace seems to have inherited property to a considerable

amount, including the residence afterward noted as the cradle of the

Philadelphia Library. This was situated on the north side of High (now
Market) street, below Second, at that early date one of the most eligible

rtions of the city. The town-hall stood nearly opposite, in the centre

the broad thoroughfare, and was the place of meeting of the proviii-

al assembly and governor's council. After Dr. Franklin and Mr.

race became intimate friends, the latter's residence was selected as

e place of meeting of the famous Junto, and a room therein was chosen

the place of deposit for the newly formed library. The house itself

as perhaps one of the oldest brick houses in the city. An arched

carriage-way opened in the rear upon Pewter Platter alley, and through
this the members entered, so as^not to disturb the inmates of the house.

Here the idea of a public libraryt
was conceived and carried out, and

ere the collection remained for ten years, until removed to the upper
oni of the westernmost office of the State-house.

J>y slow degrees new members joined the company, and new books

ere annually added by purchase and donation. Among the donors
lie proprietaries of Pennsylvania are to be numbered, and from them a

harter was obtained in 1742.

The utility and success of this association caused the establishment

>f Other libraries
;
but it soon appeared to be more conducive to the

uterests of literature that there should be in Philadelphia one large
ather than several small collections'of books. Accordingly, coalitions

.radually took place, until, in 17G9-'71, tlu>* Amicable, the Association,
nd the Union Companies were merged in the Library Company of

'hiladelphia.
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The library, which had been kept in the State-house since 1740, wan
in 1773 removed to the second floor of Carpenters' Hall, where it re-

mained until 1790, when it was transferred to its present site in Fiftli

street. By the lapse of time the present building has become some-
what venerable, and its interior, though plain, is impressive. The hiti;

Dr. James W. Alexander, of Princeton, remarks in his Familiar Letters,
" No library I have ever seen, not even the Bodleian, has left such traces

on my imagination as the old Philadelphia, which I want to see again."
The rooms contain portraits of Lord Bacon, Sir Isaac Newton, William

Penn, John Penu, James Logan, Benjamin Franklin, Rev. Samuel Pres-

ton, (a benefactor of the library, the portrait by West,) William Mac-

kenzie, and Joseph Fisher, (the former of whom bequeathed books and
the latter money to the library,) Thomas Parke and Zachariah Poulson,

(directors,) and others. Various relics, such as William Penn's writing

desk, a colossal bust of Minerva, which formerly stood behind the

Speaker's chair in the first Congress under the Constitution, a mask of

Washington's face from the original, used for Houdon's statue, a read-

ing desk of John Dickinson, (author of The Farmer's Letters,) James

Logan's library table, and other curiosities, are calculated to interest the

visitor.

Since its organization the company has pursued a steady course of

modest and unostentatious usefulness, its members and property grad-

ually increasing until the former now number 967, while the number of

volumes is more than 100,000. This includes 11,000, many of them rare

and valuable, in the Loganian Library, founded by James Logan in 1750,

and now, in the hands of the directors and three descendants of the

founder, constituting a special trust.

The Loganian Library was keptfrom 1750 to 1792in abnildingspoc-ially

erected for it by the founder at the northwest corner of Sixth and Walnut

streets. It is endowed with five hundred and ninety-six acres of land

in Bucks County, originally teased by James Logan for one hundred and

fourteen years. The lease expired in 1861, and under the provisions of

the indenture the laud was revalued and a new rent agreed upon for

the further term of one hundred and twenty-one years. In 1983 another

revaluation will take place, and so on, at the expiration of each one hun-

dred and twenty-one years, for ever. The net income of the Logauiau

Library from this source is about $700.

In addition, the institution has $25,000 invested in bond and more-

gage, the accounts being kept separate from those of the Library Com-

pany. Persons using the Loganian Library make a deposit to secure

the return of the books borrowed, but no charge is made for their us* 1
.

Besides the books, the Library Company has a few thousand dollars at

interest and the income from the Law Buildings adjoining the libraiy;

the total annual receipts being about $12,000 for the Library Coinpa

and $2,200 for the Logauian Library. Members pay $8 a year, and disp

of their shares the par value of which is $40, though they sell for m
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in the market by transfer or bequest, but the assent of the directors is

necessary before new members are admitted. It is not requisite, how-

ever, to be a member of the company to use the library. Persons desir.

ing to consult the books (for any useful purpose) are allowed to do so in

the rooms, and books may be taken out by subscribers (at $12 a year)
or by leaving a deposit of double their value. In the latter case a small

weekly charge is made for their use, except for Loganiau books, which

are free.

Eotatiou in office has not yet invaded this venerable institution. It

has happened more than once in its history that directors have held

office for over fifty years, and during the last ninety years there have

been only four librarians and five secretaries. Since 1750 the Loganian
Library has had but six librarians.

During so prolonged an existence many books of value have naturally

accumulated. Some account of these will be found in the preface to the

third volume of the catalogue, and also in a paper in the Atlantic

Monthly for March. 1868. It will be sufficient to mention here that the

department of manuscripts is represented by examples in the Hebrew,

Arabic, Abyssinian, Siamese, Burmese, Greek, and Latin languages;
that of incunabula, by specimens (belonging to the Loganian Library)

of the work of the earliest printers in Germany, England, Venice, and

Koine, respectively ;
that of antiquities, among others, by Lepsius's, JRo-

sellini's, Napoleon's, Gau's, and Vyse's Egypt; Botta's and Layard's folio

plates of Nineveh ; Kingsborough's and Lenoir's Mexico; the government
works on Herculaneum and on the Monuments of Paris; Piranesi's and

Cauina's Home and II Vaticano, and that invaluable work, the photo.

aphs of the antiquities in the British Museum; while Spanish litera-

ure is represented by an excellent collection made by the late O. Eich

expressly for the Loganian Library.
The strength of the two libraries, however, so far as rare books are

concerned, lies in the department of works on America, which includes?

for a single item, complete sets of many Philadelphia newspapers, form-

ing continuous tiles from the first number of the first paper published
in this city (1719) to the present time. The library possesses also Du
Simitiere's collection of books, pamphlets, and broadsides relating to

the Revolution, a complete Set of congressional and of Pennsylvaniii
State documents, and nearly everything relating to Philadelphia, in-

cluding all the important maps from 1082 to the present time.

A classified catalogue, made by the late George Campbell, librarian

from 1800 to 1829, was published in 1835, and a supplement, also com

piled by him, together with a copious general alphabetical index by the

present librarian in 1855. The whole is contained in three volumes of

2,100 pages, and it has been pronounced by an expert, Dr. S. A. Allilwne

to be, on the whole, the best printed catalogue known to him. The ad-

vantages of a catalogue raisonne" are so evident that it is hardly ncces-

s ary to particularize them. In a small library it is sufficient to have
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books on the same subject together on the shelves. In a large library

it is of advantage to the student to haie the titles themselves classified.

The arrangement adopted in the printed catalogue of the Philadelphia

Library is fivefold, the classes being, respectively: Religion, jurispru

dence, science and arts, belles-lettres, and history, each class having
subdivisions. It is thought that the alphabetical index, in which evei \

important word in each title is indexed and a reference made to tho

page where the full title is to be found, gives the catalogue all the ad van

tages of an alphabetical, together with those of a classed catalogue
The titles of books added since 1855 are written on cards or, rather, slip*

of paper, which are kept mainly after the plan recommended by the

late Prof. C. C. Jewett to the librarians' convention of 1853 in alpha
betical order. They occupy thirty-two drawers, the cross references

being copious. Pamphlets are bound in volumes, with some reference

to keeping those on the same subject together, and each pamphlet

catalogued as fully as a book, a figure being added after the nuinlu--

and size of the volume to designate its relative place therein. Far

example :

POTTER, (Alonzo.) 17137. O. 7. A discourse commemorative of the Rt. Rev. Alouz >

Potter. By "William Bacon Stevens, bishop. Phil., 1866.

To this title there would be only one cross reference.

STEVENS, (Bp. \V. B.) 17137. O. 7. See Potter (A.) for discourse by.

In the above catalogue slip the letter O. stands for octavo, and th>'

figure 7 for the seventh pamphlet in the volume, numbered 17137 on the

shelves.

It may be noted in passing that this pamphlet is considered as a biog-

raphy of Bishop Potter, and the full title is given under his name and

not under that of the author. This is, of course, an exception to the

general rule, according to which the author's name is the catch word.

It would be desirable to have a complete printed cotalogue of the

library brought down to the present time, but the expanse is to9 givn t

for the resources of the institution.

The arrangement of the books on the shelves is by sizes, not by sul

iects. When a book is catalogued it takes one of four sets of nuinln-r

according as it is a folio, quarto, octavo, or duodecimo. Its number

in that set stands forever as its shelf mark, and the books themselves

can be shifted (id libitum without altering the numbers. Alcove k,

let us say, for example, on the floor contains Xos. 1 to 4000 octavo. J n

course of time the floor cases having been filled, and the older books <>t

being so much in demand, Xos. 1 to 4000 may be removed from al<

A, carried up-stairs, and placed anywhere, there being no shelf ma
to be altered. There is still a place for everything, and everything n

its place. This plan, while not claimed to be the best possible, is it

without its advantages. It is particularly well adapted for pamphh -.

and it gives the books a neat and orderly appearance on the sheh s

Certainly the larger the library the fewer are the evils of an absence o:
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a, classification by subjects on the shelves. Nevertheless, in practice, it

is found necessary, in some cases, to vary from the arrangement by
si/os only. For example, all the handbooks of travel are placed

together on the shelves, and so are the encyclopaedias, the directories,

and certain books of reference constantly in demand for consultation in

the rooms; and as regards the modern works of fiction also, a modifica-

tion of the general plan has been adopted.
The bookcases are protected by wire doors, which are kept locked,

with the exception of one case containing the newest books of a miscel-

laneous character, and another for the latest works of fiction.

The necessity of a fire-proof building for the safe keeping of this valu-

able library has long been felt by the directors, who started a subscrip-

tion for that object in 1855.

In 1864, the late Joseph Fisher, bequeathed $54,483.12 to this build-

ing fund, which now amounts to 8105,000. In 1869, the late Dr. James
Itn.sh left his large estate, appraised at over $1,000,000, for the purpose
of erecting a fire-proof building, to be called the Kidgway Branch of

the Philadelphia Library. The building,
1 a noble structure of granite,

^he governing principles iu the arrangement of this building were, that special
rooms be provided in which to arrange the books, as well as separate reading rooms
for the public, and that no books be obtained except over the librarian's desk, although
a few books might be placed within reach of the public in the main hall and reading
rooms.

Generally, then, the building may be said to consist of a centre, with north and
south wings, the books to be stored in the north wing; the main hall occupies the

centre, and the reading rooms are in the south wing.
The main hall is in the form of a cross, the western arm of which is occupied by the

entrance and vestibule; the northern, next the books, by the librarian's department;
the eastern, by a room for periodicals; and the southern, by the entrance to reading

rooms, and by the staircase to gallery of main hall, and to the memorial and directors'

rooms on the second floor of the south wing.
The north wing measures 32 feet 6 inches by 71 feet inside, and in the centre is open

to the ceiling a height of 34 feet, having three tiers of galleries, 10 feet wide, on which

the books are arranged in the form of alcoves. A space of 25 feet by 63 feet, between

the north wing and centre, is also available for the storage of books, and ultimately
wall cases may be put around -the gallery of the hall. The total capacity for books

may be put at 400,000 volumes.

Tlio south wing is occupied by a general reading room 32 feet 6 inches by 71 feet,

ith a 20-foot ceiling. It is lighted by three large windows oa each of the west, south,

and east sides ;
is provided with two open fire places, and has access at either end to

retiring rooms, lavatories, etc., for ladies and gentlemen.
In the angles of the central portion of the building, not occupied by the main hall,

are a room for receiving and cataloguing books, a private room for the librarian, and two
Miialler reading or study rooms. These four rooms are each 22 feet square and 14 feet

Jiigh, and are well lighted by two largo windows each.

The length of the arms of the main hall are 85 feet north and south, and 60 feet east

and west, and the width 35 feet. The height to the ceiling is 46 feet. There is a broad

gallery, or, more correctly perhaps, a second floor around the hall, at a height of 15

feet from the floor, from which rise 24 Ionic columns and pilasters which carry the

ceiling. Light is introduced by a Clere-story arrangement over the interior cornice,

Cl E
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in tbe Doric style of architecture, is now in course of erection, by the

executor, at the corner of Broad and Christian streets, and will proba-

bly be finished in 1876. It is to be hoped that the munificent intentions

of the testator, faithfully carried out by his executor, may result not

only in a stately building for the ornamentation of the city, but also in

a library of a size and income worthy of the sixth city of the civili/.ed

world.
THE AMEKICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.*

This association was started in 1743 by J)r. Benjamin Franklin. This

great man, who kept constantly in view the advancement of the Com-

munity in which he lived, was well aware that this object could only be

attained by combined efforts. Hence the number of associations in

Philadelphia of which he was either the founder or one of the most etli-

cieut promoters. The Library Company and the Philosophical Society

appear to have both grown out of the celebrated Junto, or debar in-

society, founded when Franklin was but twenty-one years of age ;
and

both, though always hampered by want of means, have for more than

a century faithfully pursued the course of public usefulness original ly

planned for them.

The library of the Philosophical Society contains over 20,000 books,

largely scientific works, but including many of historical value. In

1863, Part I of a printed catalogue was published, followed in 1800 by
Part II. The third and concluding part is nearly ready for the pi

The learned librarian has struck out an original method of cataloguing.

"Eight principal classes carry from the universal to the special, I'mm

the abstract to the concrete, from the inorganic to the organic, from

matter to mind. Each class begins with the theory of the subject and

by which means an abundant supply of light is obtained, without leakage from raiu

or snow, to which the ordinary level skylights are so subject.

Externally, the west fronton Broad street shows the arrangements of centre and wings
the former adorned with eight columns, and the latter with four each. The back r

east front is of similar general design, but without the columns, and the north and

south wings show a tetrastyle arrangement of pilasters with pediment over. The

Grecian Doric was the style named for the building by the. late Dr. Rush, and the fol-

lowing are the general dimensions : Diameter of column at base, 5 feet
; height, includ-

ing capital, 30 feet
; iutercolumniation, 12 feet 3 inches; height of entablature 14 feet

3 inches
; angle of pediments, 13. The columns stand on a basement 8 feet high, and

the principal floor is one s"tep above this. A broad flight of steps leads up to the entrant

in the centre of the building. The total length north and south is 220 feet
;
east

west, over portico and basement, J12 feet
;
and the height from ground to apex of <

tral pediments GO feet.

There is a well lighted basrment under the whole building, with a ceiling 13 fe

high, to which there is direct entrance from the back of the building. It will be heat

throughout by steam, supplemented by open fires in all the reading rooms. It is bin

of Cape Ann and Quincy granite, with iron floors, ceiling, and roof, and may be said

I e fire-proof, though the flooring and finish, for the sake of comfort, are of wood. I o

of the sixteen front columns are now in place, and the structure will be roofed iu tt

year.

'See Scientific Libraries, Chapter VII, pp. 185-186, and Historical Societies, Chapt

XIII, pp. 363-364.
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follows with its practice. Excepting the first, which represents the

abstract conception of knowledge itself with its universal applications,

each class advances the theme beyond a point at which the class pre-

ceding leaves it." The several classes are as follows : 1. General

science. 2. The mathematical sciences. 3. The inorganic sciences.

4. The organic sciences. 5. The historical sciences. 6. The social

sciences. 7.' The spiritual sciences. 8. Personal science. The clas-

sification of books being always to a certain extent arbitrary, there does

not seem to be any serious objection to the foregoing arrangement,

although it would have been, perhaps, better to have placed what
Professor Lesley calls the historical sciences last and under the title

history, while personal science, which here means biography, might

properly have been made a subdivision of history. This, however, is a

small matter. When we come to the arrangement of the titles under

each subdivision, there is perhaps more room for criticism. The com-

piler makes the singular assertion that "in consulting a catalogue for

a book, perhaps the most natural reference first made is to the time of

its appearance."
THE MERCANTILE LIBRARY.

The Mercantile Library of Philadelphia was organized in 1821, by a

small number of energetic men of the class from which it derives its

name. Its development, though slow at first, has increased in a con-

stantly accelerating ratio until it has attained the highest rank among
]f-sustaining libraries

;
for though of late there have been some few

onations and bequests, self-dependence is the essential basis of its life

and strength.

There have been but two occasions in its history when any portion of

the board have failed of re-election, the last of which was in I860, when,
after a very warm contest, a sufficient infusion of new blood entered the

board to give it the tone and character which it has since had.

It has been the policy of this new board to diffuse the benefits of the

library to the widest possible extent, and in pursuance of this gen-
eral idea it may be stated as one peculiarity of this institution, distin-

gui suing it from all other large collections, that the books, which are

arranged by subjects, stand in open cases, just as accessible to members
as their own private libraries. The rooms are open 365 days in the

year, and ordinarily from 1\ a. m. to 10 p. m. Books are delivered at

the residences of members on payinaut of the sum of 5 cents. Books

not already in the library are always purchased on the application of

members, unless they should be of an immoral tendency or otherwise

specially objectionable.

The same policy has governed the board in regard to the general sup-

ply of books, it being considered advisable to purchase good books that

will be read in preference to good books that will not be read. For in-

stance, scientific books adapted to popular reading are added in much

greater proportion than similar books intelligible only to the adept in



964 J'ttlt/ic L'lln v/y/V.s- ut tin' I'nii'il States.

science, and thus the capacity to comprehend the latter class of books

is developed which in a large proportion of cases would have lain dor-

mant. This mode of educating has, it is believed, been successful in a

most gratifying degree, for the character of the books most in demand
has been steadily rising to a higher plane of excellence. At one time.

very many years ago, this institution was looked to mainly fora supply
of light reading, but the mere fact that it now contains over' 12.">,000 vol-

umes 90 per cent, of which cannot in any proper sense come within that

designation, shows how unjust it would be to the collection itself and

to the management to place it among the libraries for light reading
now.

In the department of bibliography it may be called strong, as it pos-

sesses some 4,000 volumes of that class. To show its growth in this

respect, it may be mentioned that iu 1803 there was no class so deno'mi-

uated, and had there been it would have contained but portions of two

works. No copy of Lowndcs, Watt, Brunet, Peignot, Panzer, or any of

the other lights of the science was to be found on the shelves. Now.

however, iu addition to all these authors, it possesses every work cited

by Allibone as an authority, nearly all those recommended by Guild's

Librarian's Manual, and Home's Manual of Bibliography, together with

a valuable collection of priced catalogues, both foreign and American,

and a large number of other important works, including all the recent

ones of merit. In the department of rare Americana it has made no

attempt at completeness, for the reason that that department of litera-

ture is well cared for by the Philadelphia Library and the Historical

Society; besides, the mania existfng on the subject by private collect-

ors has had the effect of putting the market price far beyond tin;

intrinsic value of the books ou this subject.

The library possesses nearly every edition of the letters of Junius

and of writings on the subject of their authorship or in any way con-

nected with it, including all the known writings of the various pir-

to whom the authorship has been attributed.

It would take up too much space to name, individually, the many
rare and valuable works which it possesses ;

suffice it to say, that the

Mercantile Library has some 20 or 30 volumes printed in the fifteenth

century ;
a long series of Philadelphia newspapers, commencing with the

year 1740; a great number of books and pamphlets printed in Philadel-

phia and other American towns in the colonial days; a copy of Audu-

boil's Birds of America; a very fine copy, believed to be the finest in

existence, of Wilson's American Ornithology; a copy of Peale's Stone

Age, privately printed and exceedingly valuable; a copy of the n'rst

Anglo-Saxon printed book
;
a copy of the first book printed in Glasgow,

h\ Bristol, and in some two hundred other places.

Its yearly income from ordinary sources is about 845,000, only $918 ol

which are derived from endowments, the remainder being received ft

the members. Its real estate is worth about $250,000, and the indebi
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edness thereon is under $40,000. It has a front of 96 feet on Tenth street

and a depth on Marble street of 30L feet, the building extending the en-

tire length, and covering an area very much larger than any other library

in America.

The reading rooms are supplied regularly with over 503 magazines,

reviews, and newspapars, representing every Sbate and Territory in our

own country and the leading nations and colonies with which we have

any commercial intercourse.

The terms of membership, including the entire privileges of the insti-

tution, are the purchase of a share of stock at $10 and the payment of

an annual fee of $4, or a life membership for $40. Visitors are at all

times cheerfully admitted, but to use the rooms an introduction is needed
;

any member has the privilege of introducing strangers for thirty days
without payment from either party.
No new buildings are in contemplation, as by economizing the space

already possessed it is believed 503,000 volumes can find safe and con-

veniently accessible lodgment.
The following table will exhibit the condition of the library at the

end of each decennial period since its foundation and at the close of 1874 ;
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was established as an academy in 1749, chartered as a college in 17.1.3,

and as a university in 1778. The various parts of the collection in some

degree reflect the history of the university itself.

The oldest part is made up- of gifts from the early trustees and other

public spirited citizens. Especially, the elder Richard Peters gave very

liberally, as may be seen from his autograph on a multitude of title

pages. Others bear the autograph of Benjamin Franklin. The gifts

of Mr. Peters are very largely historical and theological works by non

jurors, but many are standard w.orks by the older historians and divines.

A copy of the Baskerville Barclay's Apology , presented by Barclay's son,

and one of the Baskerville Virgil, subscri bed for by the university itself,

are in the library.

Dr. Smith, the provost, visited England in 1762, with a view to the

increase of the endowment, and his visit is commemorated by the pics

euce of the works of many divines, historians, and men of science then

living. But the largest gift from abroad was that which the ill fated

Louis XVI sent at the instance of General La Fayette. It consists of

French works on the natural sciences, history, and classical antiquities

with the old Paris edition of the Byzantine historians, (incomplete.

From the war of independence down to our own days but few addi

tions were made to the library, and those mostly by p resents from

authors and publishers. Dr. Thomas Hartwell Home acknowledged
the honor of his doctorate in divinity by a splendid uniformly bound
edition of his works; and Carey, the great Baptist missionary, pre

sented a number of Oriental w,orks, including his own "Suugskrit''
Grammar.
The first of the great additions to the library was made by the family

of the late Stephen Colwell, who, in fulfilment of his own purpose,

presented his collection of works on social science and political econ

omy, some 8,000 volumes. This collection is certainly unique in it

completeness, at least so far as any in America can be compared witl

it. It includes almost every important book, pamphlet, or edition

either on the subject, that appeared down to Mr. Col well's death.

1869, in English, French, or Italian, besides many in German a

Spanish. The collection of pamphlets on the theory of money and t

practice of banking is especially complete, and many of them are not

be had at any price, or to be seen in any other American collection. T

great French periodicals, the French and Italian collections of econ

mists, the French dictionaries, encyclopaedias, with the most import
blue books of the English and official reports of the continental gove

meuts, are all in their places.

This library was given to the university just after the removal

West Philadelphia, and almost simultaneously the library of Profe;

Allen was purchased by the joint act of the trustees and the alumii.

This contains first of all a large and very carefully selected body
authors in the department of classical, especially of Greek philolo^

f
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The great Bibliotheca of Didot, and the magnificent Paris edition of the

Thesaurus of Stephanus may be regarded as the stem of the collection,
around which are grouped the finest editions, introductions, philological

helps, that English, German, and French scholarship offers. Their selec-

tion has been the life-long task of the university's revered professor of

Greek, and a labor of love to him.

Supplementary selections in the Allen Library, are (1) that of the

modern Latinists, including especially the Italian and Dutch poets, with

some of the patristic and mediaeval authors; (2) a collection of biblio-

graphical works, catalogues, and manuals, including nearly complete
collections of the works of Peignot and Nodier, and, of course, very fine

subscription copies of Brunet and Graesse; (3) the Shakspere library,

including all the finest editions and annotated translations, (Delius,

Schlegel and Tieek, the Malone variorum edition, etc.,) with the best

commentaries, English and foreign, (Ulrici, Gervinus, the Jahrbiicher

der deutschen Shakespeare-Gesellschaft, etc.,) and works on general

English philology; (4) a collection of works on military subjects, by the

chief English, French, and German authorities.

Besides this purchase, the trustees also appropriated funds for the

purchase of (1) a sufficient collection of historical works, both native

and foreign ; (2) a collection of the standard English poets, and of works

that illustrate and assist the study of the modern languages, (Grimm's
Worterbuch and the like,) and such books as were especially needed to

supplement the existing collections on related subjects, (the publications

of the Early-English Text Society,and other English philological works;)
also a collection of books on metaphysical and moral science, including
the works of the great German philosophers Hegel, Fichte, Schelling,

etc. A further addition to the resources of the library has been made

by the family of the late Tobias Wagner, which has given property to

create a Wagner fund yielding an annual revenue of $600 for the pur-

chase and binding of books. Other recent gifts: (I) A large collection

of works on French, English, Spotch, and civil law, (including the great

French jurisconsults, the French code, English state trials, the Pan-

dects, etc.,) from the library of the late Judge Bouvier, presented by
his son-in-law, Dr. Peterson

; (2) a number of very valuable historical

works, chiefly French and Italian, and largely on the history of art,

presented by Prof. Alfred Stille. Not yet complete, but not inferior to

any other gift made to the library, is the Rogers library of engineering,

presented by Prof. Fairman Rogers in memory of his father. It will

consist of some 5,000 volumes on this single topic, many of them of a

lii.nhly costly, because voluminous and elaborately illustrated, class of

works. Of some it may be safe to say that there is no other copy in

America. The library contains about 20,000 volumes, which are ac-

commodated in a spacious and well lighted room with shelves for about

30,000 volumes. Each of the college societies, the Philomathean and

Zelosophic, has a library of some value. Together they number 2,326

volumes.



968 Public Libraries in the United States.

LIBRARY OF THE FOUR MONTHLY MEETINGS OF FRIENDS.

This Quaker library, originating in a bequest made by Thomas Chalk-

ley, in 1742, of a small collection of books to the Society of Friends, no\v

contains about 8,000 volumes. It is valuable as furnishing the most

complete collection in America of the ancient writings of the Quakers.
The library is free to all members of the orthodox branch of the society,

and to others who bring a satisfactory reference.

PHILADELPHIA ATHEN^UM.

The Atheureum was founded in 1814 by about one hundred subscribers

who united to start a reading room for periodicals and newspapers. Jt

was kept in the rooms belonging to the Philosophical Society, in Fifth

street, until 1847, when the present luxurious quarters, on Sixth street

below Walnut, were occupied by the association. The reading rooms

are two large apartments in the second story, one appropriated to books

and periodicals and the other to newspapers. Between the two is ;t

smaller room devoted to chess, whither daily resort some of the best

players in Philadelphia.

The library contains about 20,000 volumes, largely of bound volumes

of magazines, the current numbers of the leading periodicals being

spread upon the tables for the use of members. The collection increases

slowly, the income of the institution of late years having been largely

devoted to paying oft' the indebtedness on the building. This has been

nearly accomplished, and the future prospects of the Atheuit'uin are

good.
FRIENDS' FREE LIBRARY AND READING ROOM/ (GERMANTOWN.)

This library, situated in the corporate limits of Philadelphia, had its

origin many years ago in a small collection of books belonging to the

venerable Friends' Meeting, in Germantown. It was thrown open to the

public in 1869 with a collection of about 2,700 volumes. This has been

since increased to about 7,000 volumes. In 1874 a fine hall was erected

on the meeting house property at a cost, borne mainly by Alfred Cope,
of about $17,000, where it is now open to the public.

Works of fiction are excluded and the moral tone of others assured

before placing them on the shelves. It is not found that many make tin-

want of light literature a reason for not frequenting the libiary. About

500 persons use the library, there being a weekly average of about -'70

visitors, many of whom make use of the reading room. The workmen
from the numerous factories in Germautown resort freely to the library

which offers a counter attraction to the taverns of the village. The

library and reading room are open to all free of cost, the institutior

being kept up by voluntary contributions.

LIBRARY OF THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.2

This fine collection of medical and scientific works, founded in 178J

1 See article on Free Libraries, Chapter XVI, p. 394.

2 See article on Medical Libraries, Chapter VI, p. 174.
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is contained in a neat fire proof building at the corner of Thirteenth and

Locust streets. It numbers about 19,000 volumes, and is increasing at

the rate of 1,000 volumes per annum. It is rich in general works of med-

ical literature, and especially in French and German journals ;
and it

possesses, by the bequest of the late George Ord, the best and largest

collection of English and French dictionaries in this country.

LIBRARY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 1

This collection was commenced in 1763, and now contains 12,500 vol-

imes, many of which are rare. The annual expenditure for books and

binding has averaged during the last ten years $595.19, the annual in-

crease in volumes being about 275. Books may be borrowed by sub-

scribers, (who pay $3 a year,) or those who acquire a life right, either by

purchase ($28) or gift from the managers, these beneficiaries being chiefly

formerly resident physicians, to whom it is customary, on leaving, to give

the use of the library of the hospital. In 1857 was published an admi-

rable Catalogue Kaisonne, prepared by Dr. Emil Fischer, with an alpha-

jetical index of authors.
" The two great libraries," says Dr. Kichard Dunglison,

" of the Penn-

sylvania Hospital and the College of Physicians, would, if combined
>

form a very remarkable library collection, embracing works in every de-

partment of medical literature and the kindred sciences. A comparison
)f the library catalogues of the two institutions exhibits a surprising ab-

sence of duplication. If any action looking to their consolidation should

?ver take place, Philadelphia would possess a magnificent medical

library, far surpassing in value and resources that of any other cis-

Atlaritic city." It may be added that the Philadelphia Hospital (alms-

house) contains a library of about 3,000 volumes, and the nuclei of other

libraries may be found in several of our medical institutions.

IBRARY OF THE GERMAN SOCIETY CONTRIBUTING FOR THE RELIEF
OF DISTRESSED GERMANS IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

This society, primarily one of benevolence, was incorporated in 1764.

Its library, begun in 1817, is about equally divided between books in

the German and English languages, and contains 16,000 volumes.

Members of the German Society, or their widows, and "
reading mem-

bers," the latter paying $4 a year, are entitled to use the library and to

take the books home.
A separate collection, commenced in 1867, of works on the early col-

oni/ation of Pennsylvania, and on German-American life in general,
also of early German pursuits, is being made by Dr. O. Seidensticker,
under the auspices of the society. It is under the same roof as the

general library.

ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA.2

The formation of the library of the Academy of Natural Sciences of

1 See article on Medical Libraries, Chapter VI, p. 174.

2 See article on Scientific Libraries, Chapter VII, p. 185-18C.
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Philadelphia was begun with the society in March, 1812. The first

books were presented by the founders of the institution, and its growth
is due to the bounty of intelligent and benevolent persons.

In 1836, when a catalogue was printed, the library contained 674 folio,

1,595 quarto, 3,723 octavo, and 898 duodecimo volumes, in all 6,890, and
435 separate maps and charts. Of these 5,232 volumes, and most of the

maps and charts, were presented by William Maclure, many of them be

t \veeu the years 1816 and 1820, but the majority of them in 1835.

In accordance with his verbal bequest, Mrs. Thomas Say presented, in

1834, her husband's entomological library of 100 volumes.

In May, 1845, the late Dr. Thomas B. Wilson presented Owen's His-

tory of British Fossil Mammalia and Birds. From that date till De-

cember, 1849, he harfl deposited 2,773 volumes, periodicals, serials, and

pamphlets. These were then presented to the society on condition

that their use should be restricted to the hall of the academy. From
that time until Dr. Wilson's death, March 15, 1866, his donations ex

ceeded 8,800 volumes and pamphlets. They included nearly all of tin

most elaborate and costlyworks on natural history and scientific travel

published within that period, as well as many valuable and rare works

for which catalogues of second-hand books were carefully examined.

He also spent large sums on binding and in altering the academy's

building for the accommodation of the books. In his last will he pro-

vided an annual income of $300 to defray the cost of continuation of

expensive serials, and an equal sum for the salary of a librarian.

Between the years 1850 and 1857 Mr. Edward Wilson presented 4,18 1

works. This collection is particularly rich in rare pamphlets and publi

cations of the last century.

Among the valuable specialties of the library is an extensive series of

periodical publications of scientific societies throughout the world, it

ceived generally in exchange for those of the academy. It includes ;

complete set of the Transactions of the Royal Society of London, com-

menced in 1665, and still continued. Among the admirable books are

the elephant folio edition of Audubon's Birds of America, a gift by

nine members of the society ;
a complete series of the works of Jo

Gould on birds and mammals, folio editions, beautifully illustrate

Elliot's ornithological monographs, including his superb works on phe
ants and birds of paradise. The work on pheasants is perhaps the m
elegantly illustrated work on descriptive natural history ever publish*

the plates were designed and drawn by Joseph Wolf, and colored

hand in the highest style of art
;
Wolt's Zoological Sketches, illustrat<

Sonnini's edition of Buftbn, 127 volumes; The Flora of Austria, five fo

volumes, illustrated by the process known as nature printing ;
The Fe

of Great Britain and Ireland, illustrated in the same manner.

At the close of 1871 the conchological department of the library cc

tained, with one or two exceptions, every work on conchology publish* d
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up to that date. It then numbered 807 titles. The perfection of this

collection is due to the generosity of Mr. George W. Tryon, jr., who gave
to it the very valuable library on this subject which he had fornjed.

There is a valuable collection of illustrated works on Eoman, Greek,
and French antiquities, among which are all those of Piranesi.

In 1868 the number of volumes in the library was ascertained to be

21,964. The library now numbers about 30,000 volumes and 35,000

pamphlets.
The books are kept in cases with glazed doors, without locks. There

is a manuscript catalogue of each division to be found in one of the

cases 'containing the works named in it. A general card catalogue has

been prepared.
The library is open from 10 a. m. to 10 p. m., daily, Sundays excepted,

and may be consulted freely by any respectable person. It is maintained

exclusively as a library of reference.

Eecently, Mr. I. V. Williamson has settled upon the institution $1,500
a year, to be expended in the purchase of scientific books, and for no
other purpose. It is believed that this sum will be sufficient to procure
all the publications which relate to the natural sciences as they appear,
ami maintain this in the front rank of special libraries. Mr. Williamson

has in this gift conferred an inestimable benefit on the votaries of natu-

ral science in Philadelphia, and fixed his name in grateful remembrance
more euduriiigly than it could be in marble or bronze, and far more use-

fully.
LAW ASSOCIATION.

This institution, founded in 1802, and supported mainly by subscrip-

tion, but partly by a tax on certain writs, is situated at the corner of

Sixth and Walnut streets. The library possesses complete sets of the

reports of the several States and of the United States, as well as those

of Great Britain, and its collection of the pamphlet or annual laws of

the different States is nearly complete. In the other departments it is

also strong. The library numbers 8,500 volumes.

APPRENTICES' LIBRARY.

This is a free library, founded in 1820, and containing about 21,000
volumes. It is used by 2,000 boys and girls. Persons over twenty-one

years make a deposit of $2. The library increases at the rate of about

1,000 volumes a year. It is supported by voluntary contributions.

FRANKLIN INSTITUTE.

This institution was founded in 1824 for the promotion of the me-

dianic arts. Its library, numbering 16,000 volumes, contains complete
sets of the American, British, and French patent publications. The
work which the institute has done during the past fifty years in the

scientific education of mechanics is an important one, and its future

i
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promises even more usefulness than its past. The society made a profit

of about 850,000 from its last exhibition, out of which an appropriation!
of $5,000 has already been made for the library.

SOUTHWARK LIBRARY.

This is a circulating library, supported by subscriptions of $1 pei

annum. It is in a flourishing condition, and already con tains over in

volumes.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 1

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania was organized December 21

1824. It met for nineteen years in the hall of the Amsrican Philo-

sophical Society, and had the use of a small closet therein to contain it*

books. In the year 1844, the society removed to a room in the second

story of house No. 115 (now 211) South Sixth street. Its collection

amounted to about 60 volumes, in addition to some boxe-i of public docu-

ments received from th'e Government at Washington, which had not been

opened; as the society had no place in which to put the books. Imme-

diately after the removal the library increased rapidly, and it became

necessary to provide other quarters, which was done by renting a room
in the then new Athenieum building, at the southeast corner of Sixtl

and Adelphi streets, in which the books were placed October, 1847. In

1849 the number of volumes in the library amounted to about 1,700. 1 1

the year 1871, in view of the growing demands for greater accommoda
tion for its library and other collections, and for a sphere of action suf-

ficiently enlarged to meet the w^nts of a community that showed an in

creased interest in its labors, the society adopted measures that seemed

to them to be calculated to effect the desired end, by removing th*

following February to their present abode, No. 820 Spruce stiv. -t.

which they had improved to better answer their purposes. In addition,

it contains two fire-proof rooms for the greater security of the mos:

valued treasures. The library at present contains about 16,000 bonml

volumes, over 30,000 pamphlets, and 224 bound volumes of ma

cripts.

The manuscripts of the Penn family were purchased in 1871 throu

the contributions of some of the members, and presented by them to t

society March 10, 1873. Commencing as early as 1629, 74 volumes

now arranged and bound; the whole, when completed, may extend

150 volumes. The official and private correspondence numbers 29 v

umes, beginning with the year 1654 and extending down to 1 >"".

-

which only two volumes are of a date subsequent to the Revolutio

Fully three-fourths of the matter comprised in them relate to Penns

vania and the adjoining States. The papers on Indian affairs ]>

great interest, and embrace 7 volumes, extending from 1687 to 17"

One of the volumes contains the original certificates of the delivery

1 See article on Historical Societies in the United States, Chapter XIII, pp. 365, 3<
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two beaver skins annually, on the first day of January, by the proprieta-

ries at Windsor Castle
;
for this was the tenure by which Pennsylvania

was held of the crown. These are complete from the years 1752 to 17SO
r

inclusive. In the numerous petitions to the king and the proprietaries,

many thousands of names of the early settlers of Pennsylvania are found,
written between the years 1681 and 1765, of which about 2,000 are in the

German language.
The society possesses manuscript copies of the records of births, mar-

riages, and deaths of the Society of Friends in Chester and a portion of

Delaware County. These are much consulted, particularly by those

engaged in genealogical researches, and possess the value of being made
from the originals and only here brought together, and it is hoped that

by the liberality of a few members copies of such records of all the

meetings in Pennsylvania and the adjoining States may be obtained.

Among the manuscripts may also be mentioned the Logan Papers, in

5 volumes, from 1694 to 1802
;
the Shippeu Papers, 5 volumes, 1747 to

1790; the Potts Papers, 2 volumes, 1766 to 1-780; Watson's Collections

and Annals, 2 volumes; besides 29 volumes relating to the colonial his-

tory of Pennsylvania, and 24 volumes to the Revolution all original doc-

uments. In addition, there is an extensive collection of unbound manu-

scripts, not yet arranged.
In the library is a book in the Amharic language," written on vellum,

size 3 by 3.J inches, containing 42 pages, formerly the property of

King Theodore of Abyssinia, taken by an English officer, and pre-

sented by one of the surgeons in the expedition. The society possesses
a copy of the first Episcopal prayer book printed in New York in 1710,

believed to be unique.
In documents relating to the first French Revolution it is believed to

be the most complete in the country, the collection having been made

by the late William Maclure during his residence in that eventful period
in Paris, and numbering 1,793 volumes. In works relating to the

Moravian Church and its history the library is also rich, containing on

this subject 335 volumes. The publications made by the society now
number 15 octavo volumes, chiefly relating to the history of Pennsyl-

vania, besides 2 volumes of addresses. All the collections of the historical

society, except about 300 volumes, have been the gifts of members and
a few others.

OTHER COLLECTIONS.

Scattered over the length and breadth of Philadelphia are many
other institutions possessing libraries, some of which number many
thousand volumes, more or less accessible to the public.

Each of these in its way is a centre of light and education to the sur-

rounding population. But it is clear that the multiplication of small

libraries does not make up for the absence of one great library where

the scholar, the professor, the editor, the author, the man of science, and

the man of affairs, may each be reasonably sure of finding any book ho
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wants. Fortunately the nucleus of such a library already exists in th >.

combined Philadelphia and Loganian Libraries. AVhat is still wanted is

an adequate endowment. A first class library is an expensive thing ,

but it is indispensable for the higher education. The workman is help-

less without his tools. A circulating library is MIC thing and a lil>:

of reference is another. They need not even ba in the sain:", building.

Philadelphia, as I have shown, is well supplied with circulating libraries.

What it now wants is a library of reference, like the British Musemr.,
and the other government libraries of Europe, or even like Rites 11 tl

and the Library of Congress. If they were in a fire-proof building, it eat

not be doubted that the Philadelphia and Loganian Libraries would re-

ceive gifts and bequests, as well of money as of the private libraries oi

collectors; who, as a class, naturally shrink from having the toilsome a< -

cumulations of a lifetime dispersed under the auctioneer's hammer.
The following list embraces such of these libraries as number mor-

than 1,000 volumes each :

,
V,,li

Academy of Notre Dame .">, 0( n

American Sunday-School Union :

Baptist Historical Society, (see Chapter XIII, p. 3(53, Historical Societies) !'. 31 :>

Broad Street Academy 3

Brotherhead Library :.

Burd Orphan Asylum 1. :;."n

Byberry Library 2, 2f>0

Carpenters' Company of Philadelphia 3,(Tt>2

Catholic Philopatriau Literary Institute 2, (X'O

Central High School 1,(X>0

Christ Church Hospital r l.Of'O I

Christ Church Library 3, 5('0 I

Christian Hall Library 3, (XO I

Fifth Ward Grammar School 2, OI'O
\

George Institute 1

Girard College

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, Free and Accepted Masons 1,5I'0
(]

liahnemann Medical College 2, OI'O ll

Hospital of the Protestant Episcopal Church 2

House of Refuge, (colored department) 1

Institute for Colored Youth _'

Institution for the Deaf and Dumb
Kensington Institute 1

Keystone Public Grammar School 2, 217
j

LaSalle College

Library and Reading Room Association, Twenty-third ward -. i> '

Lincoln Institute 1.2""

Locust Street Grammar School 3, 30
Mechanics' Institute of Southwark ::,.">.""

Mi'.vamensing Literary Institute -1,0"
"

Northern Home and Associated Soldiers' Orphans' Institute '-'

Northwestern Grammar School 1,3C1'

Numismatic and Antiquarian Society l,'*
n

Penitentiary, eastern district
-

Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane 4, 7* 3
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Volumes.

Philadelphia City Institute 4,000

Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 2,350

Philadelphia Divinity School, (Protestant Episcopal) 6,578

Presbyterian Board of Publication 3,000

Presbyterian Historical Society 7, 000

Roxboroiigh Lyceum 1,700

Seminary of St. Charles Borromeo, (Upper Merion) 9,500
St. -Joseph's College 6,000

Sr. Vincent's Seminary ; 6,000
Soldier*' Orphans' School 2,000
Southwestern Grammar School 2,000

Spring Garde.n Institute 5,787

Tabor Mutual Library 1,400
Teaehers' Institute 3,183

Theological Seminary, (Evangelical Lutheran) , 3,500

University of Pennsylvania, medical department 3, 000

Wagner Free Institute of Science 15, 000

West Philadelphia Institute 4,526
Woman's Hospital 1,460

Young Ladies' Institute 2,000

Young Men's Christian Association 5,310

Gerrnantown Library Company 2,400

IX. PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF ST. LOUIS.

BY JOHN JAY BAILEY,
Librarian of tlie St. Louis Public School Library.

ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

"On the evening of December 30, 1845, eight gentlemen devoted to

mercantile pursuits met to initiate measures for the establishment of a

library association. A committee was appointed to draft a constitution,

which was adopted, and a board of directors chosen in accordance with

its provisions at a meeting in Concert Hall, January 13, 1846. Feb-

ruary 2, IS Hi, cash collections amounting to $1,809.25, and subscriptions
to the further amount of $498, were, reported. Rooms were shortly after-

ward obtained on the northeast corner of Pine and Main streets. Jo-

siah Dent was elected the first librarian of the new library, and on the

IMIi of April, 184(5, it was opened to the public.

At the close of the year 1840 tlte library contained 1,689 volumes; it

numbered 2#3 members; it had issued during the year 720 volumes;
its cash receipts had been $2,689.92; the property acquired was valued

at si,95 !.;{">.

In September, 1846, the library was removed to more spacious quar-

ters, at Nos. 110 and 112 Glasgow Row, Fourth street.

The association was incorporated by act of the legislature February
1C, 1S47.

.Mr. James E. Yeatman, first president of the association, has been,

from the first, among the most effective promoters of the success and

62 E
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growth of the Mercantile Library. He was succeeded in 184S by M .

Alfred Viuton, who held the office two years. To him the library is ii

debted for many costly gifts, which are esteemed to this day among the

most valued treasures of the association. It was he who first nrgn 1

upon the members of the association and the citizens generally the

gradual establishment of a building fund, to be in time applied to thje

erection of a permanent home for the library.

During the year 1850, the sum of $1,012 was secured for the building

fund in various donations made by several individuals. In Jauuarj-,

1851, Mr. H. E. Bridge, then president, proposed the organization of a

stock company, distinct from the library association, for the sooner

carrying out of the desired end. Such a company was formed at oncin.

It was incorporated February 17, 1851, under the title of the Mercan-

tile Library Hall Company of St. Louis, with authority to issue stock, in

shares of $10 each; to purchase a lot and erect thereon a building t<>r

the library the library association to be permitted to occupy such

building free of rent, upon their defraying all expenses for taxes, in-

surance, and repairs, and further paying to the Hall Company 6 percent.!

annual interest upon the stock held by the Hall Company. The compai y

was required to transfer the premises, in fee simple, to the library asao-j

ciatiou, as soon as the latter should have become possessed, by purchase]
or otherwise, of the entire amount of stock issued by the former. Stock

was issued by the company, from time to time, to the aggregate amount

of $100,000. A lot, 115 feet by 127, was purchased for $25,500, on the

corner of Fifth and Locust streets, and a building erected, covering tli
e|

entire lot, and four stories in height. It is built of red brick, with cul

stone facings, in the Italian style of architecture, and was considered, at

the time of its erection, one of the finest ornaments of the city. Tin

first story, 14 feet high, is rented out in stores
;
the second, 20 fet

inches in height, is now entirely occupied by the library j
the library!

room being 80 feet by 64, and the adjoining reading roo n, at first and!

for many years used as a lecture room, being 80 by 44 feet. The third

story, used for a public hall, is 105 by 80 feet, and 33 feet 6 inches hi
;

The lot and building cost $140,000. The library association \\\\- \ "

some years been in possession of the entire amount of the stock of tin 1

Hall Company, (a large portion having been donated or exchanged f H

life memberships,) and is consequently absolute in its ownership of

premises. The name of Henry D. Bacon should not be omitted in

u

IK.

present account, as it was mainly through his liberality that the enfo-r

prise was rendered successful. He took shares of stock to the annnia

of $20,000, and at a critical moment, by an additional advance of $HUM>0
enabled the company to continue its operations.

On the 23d of January, 1854, the building was so far completed a

permit the removal of the library into the rooms devoted to its i

On the 17th of October of the same year, the edifice was entirely rn (

ished. The statistics for the year ending January 1, 1854, (tin
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year of its existence,) show that the library contained 10,565 volumes
;

its membership for the year was 944; its issue of books, 9,885 volumes
;

its receipts, $7,693.27 ;
and the value of its property, $22,756.71.

Mr. Josiah Dent, the first librarian, and Mr. William Allen, his suc-

cessor, each held the office one year. Mr. William P.'Curtis was elected

to the position in 1848, and filled it until 1859. He prepared the first

catalogue of the library (published in 1850) and a supplement to it,

(1851.) The catalogue was a simple list of the books, alphabetically ar-

ranged, with full titles, and a classified index, under the general heads

(subdivided into sections) of theology, jurisprudence, government and

politics, sciences and arts, belles-lettres, history, works relating to

America.

Edward W. Johnston became librarian of the association in 1859. His

first important undertaking was the preparation of a second complete

catalogue, the library then containing about 14,000 volumes. The cat-

alogue was mainly a classified one, the alphabetical part being but ^
brief index of authors and the titles of anonymous books. The method

adopted is the Baconian, or rather a modification of Bacon's plan for the

classification of human knowledge. "It places all books, not mixing

together various branches of knowledge, under three great divisions:

those of history, (or the memory,) of philosophy, (or the reason, the

judgment,) and of poetry, (or the imagination.) The authors who have

mixed their subjects, or have written separately on more than one, are

assigned to the indeterminate class of polygraphs or writers on many
things." The first class is subdivided into 74 sections; the second into

120; the third into 31
; polygraphs forming a section by itself.

Mr. Johnston's policy in the selection of books for addition to the li-

brary was that of filling up one section at a time, with a view to render

each as complete as the resources of the library would admit. He began
with English history and literature, both of which he largely enriched

with the best procurable editions of the early chroniclers, poets, and
other writers of note.

In 1862, Mr. Johnston was succeeded as librarian by Mr. John N.

Dyer, who still holds the office.

A noteworthy acquisition, at a cost of $1,000, iu Mr. Johnston's term
of office, was a copy of Audubon's Birds of America, text and plates

complete. The copy itself is not only a very perfect one, but of unri-

valled interest, through the fact that it was the author's own reserve*!

copy, and bears in each volume of the plates his autograph attached to

Ins bequest of it to his sister.

In June, 1872, the agitation of the question of opening libraries on

Sunday being then at its height, the Mercantile Library directors de-

cided to try the experiment. The rooms were opened on Sundays from

2 p. in. till 9 p. in., from June 9 till December 2!), solely for reading
and reference purposes; no books being issued for home use, and none

but members being allowed access. The average attendance was found
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to bo 71^, and at the annual meeting in January, 1873, it was resolved

that the experiment was a failure, and should be discontinued.

The library ranks to day among the most useful of the institution

of St. Louis and is a monument to the liberality and enlightenmen
of her citizens. It has been the recipient, from time to tim<

valuable gifts of books and works of art, among which may be mention'

the Peck collection of books and pamphlets relating to America : th

marble statues of CEnoue and Beatrice Cenci, by Harriet llosmer

marble busts of Burns and Walter Scott, admirable productions, pre
sented by the Caledonian Society of the city ;

a number of choice paint

ings and portraits; a large sculptured slab of marble from >*imroud

inscribed in cuneiform characters
;

all of which, with many other object,4

of curiosity and virtu, impart to the rooms an air of refined taste, am:

render them well worthy of repeated visits.

The Mercantile is essentially a class library, and must always remaie

such. It is the pride of the commercial community, and owes to that

large, wealthy, and munificent class nearly all the success it

achieved. None but persons engaged in mercantile pursuits are eligibh

to active membership in the association, although ladies and proles

sional or trades people enjoy the privileges of the library as beneficiaries.

The chief present want of the library is a new, more commodious, ami

fire-proof building, and the directors are already agitating the questioi

of selling the present property and providing another and safer hom>

their treasures.

The following figures, taken from the directors' report for the ye

ending December 31, 1874, show'the present status of the institution :

Total number of volumes 42, "1 !

Number of volumes added during the year :

By purchase 1,225

By donation 318

Number of new members enrolled, 1874

Total membership :

Honorary members 18

Life members 660

Proprietors .. 727

Clerks 1,511

Beneficiaries 1,530
4.

Volumes issued 132,

Total cash receipts, 1874

Receipts from memberships 12. -'-I

Receipts from rent of hall and stores 19, 116

Total value of property 278,608

During the year 1874 the third general catalogue of the library w

published, at a cost of $8,170. In typographical execution it is

handsome; in method it differs but slightly from the catalogue prepar 1

by Mr. Johnston
;
the general classes are retained; the minor sulx

visions are reduced in number -

poetry, 16.

history contains 70; philosophy, 8
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A supplement, with an index of authors, was issued in 1876, contain-

ing 4,500 titles additional to those embraced in the general catalogue of

1874.

The terms of membership in the library are as follows: For proprie-

tors, (merchants,) $5 initiation fee, $5 annual dues; for clerks, (in mer-

cantile business,) $2 initiation fee, $3 annual dues
;
for beneficiaries,

(persons not engaged in commercial pursuits,) $5 annual dues, no initia-

tion fee; life memberships, $50. Tlie library rooms are open daily from

10 a. m. till 10 p. in., (Sundays excepted.) and during the summer months
from 9 a. in. until 10 p. m. Once in four years the library is closed for

general examination.

ST. LOUIS PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARY.

This institution is mainly indebted for its existence to Ira Divoll, su-

perintendent of the St. Louis public schools from L8.
r
>7 to 18b8. Mr.

Divoll entertained a deep and settled conviction that the public
schools in and of themselves are inadequate to supply the youth of

our country with such an education as should most thoroughly qualify

them for their duties as citizens. Hence, in his view, the highest function

of the public school apart from its disciplinary side was, first, to im-

plant in the minds of youth a profound desire for the acquisition of

knowledge; second, to point the way by which the coveted knowledge
might be obtained, and third, to supply the material for gratifying the

mental wants awakened by the text book education of the school. To
meet these ends, one instrumentality was indispensable, the library; and

to the solution of the problem how to "connect the -library permanently
with the public schools as a part of the system Mr. Divoll bent all the

energies of his fertile and practical mind. To use his own words :

There were libraries enough already for those who had ample means. Investigation

showed that not 2 per cent, of the children in the public schools had access to libraries

of any kind, and that probably not over 4 per cent, of them ever would have such ac-

CCHS. It was for the remaining 96 per cent, that a new library was needed. A library

for the mass of the people, and not for the favored few, must be accessible on very low

and easy terms as nearly free as possible.

January 10, 1860, Mr. Divoll submitted to the school board a plan for

the establishment ot'a public school library. The two distinctive features

of his plan were, first, that the fee for life membership should be fixed at

the low figure of $12, payable at once, or in quarter-yearly instalments

of -^1 ; and, secondly,, that the library should be inalienably connected

with the public schools, and that its books should be selected with

special reference to the wants of their teachers and pupils. The facility

of the proposed terms of membership, he argued, would bring the library

within the reach of children of the most moderate means; while its dis-

tinctive character, as an auxiliary to the public schools, would attract

to ils privileges pupils and teachers alike. This plan, though not acted

on at the time, is nevertheless that upon which the Public School Library

of St. Louis is conducted to-day.
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Various circumstances from year to year prevented the school hoard

from carrying out Mr. Divoll's plan for tlic cstahlisliinciit of tlic pro-

jioscd library, but he never abandoned it. At last, weary of delay, the

friends of the enterprise organ i/ed a Public School Library Society,

which was incorporated by act of legislature February 3, l.Su'5. I5y the

terms of the charter, membership in the society wa* restricted to such

as had been or might be connected in any way with the public schools,

and all adult life members were to be entitled to a voice in the affairs of

the library. Those affairs were to be managed by a board of sixteen

trustees, of which the president of the school board was to be ex officio

a member and the president; the superintendent of public schools and

the principals of the high and normal schools were to be members ex

officio; the remaining twelve (six of whom might be women) were to be

elected by the life members of the society.

The charter granted, unsparing efforts were made to obtain means for

starting the new enterprise. A number of prominent citizens lent their

aid, and advanced sums of money varying from $50 to $250, the greater

part of which were subsequently issued in life memberships, under the

direction of the donors. Ward meetings were held in various school-

houses, and the advantages of the proposed library laid before the peo-

ple. A total sum of $5,7-6.65 had been collected, when, on November

1, 18* '.">. M i . John J. Bailey became librarian. The sum in treasury above

stated; a nucleus of 453 volumes, chiefly school text books, presented

by the school board ; 304 life members, and about 200 who held certifi-

cates of partial payments such was the status of the incipient library

on the 1st of November, 1865. '

The sum of $5,000 was appropriated for the purchase of books : all the

large publishing houses in the United States consented to fill first orders

at discounts of 40 to 50 percent.; and about 1,500 volumes had been re-

ceived and registered when the library was first opened, ]>ecemh-

1865, for the issue of books. A few rough shelves, in the session room of

the school board, formed the entire accommodations of the infantile

library. Early in 1866 a room in Darby's building, corner of Fifth and

Olive streets, was rented at ssoo per annum. Its dimensions were 130

by 20 feet; it was divided by a glass partition into two nearly equal

apartments, one of which was devoted to the library, and the other. on

the 16th of October, l.S(J(>, was opened with formal ceremonies, as a read-

ing room, well supplied with newspapers and periodicals. The end of

the year ls6 found the novel experiment MM fait accompli, as the follow-

ing figures will show:

Volumes in the library

Life members 4

Temporary members 1, 4

Volumes issued during the year :!1. ."'

Cash receipts from the beginniuj; >'

The causes of this success, and the means which promoted it, may
briefly stated as follows:
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1st. The community h'ad need of it. It supplied a want that had

long existed, unrealized until the library came to fill the void that had
been vaguely felt, without being understood. Mr. Divoll's invariably
wise foresight had not been at fault when he augured that the library,

once established, would meet with grateful appreciation and cordial

support from all classes.

2d. It was a public school library. None but persons connected (or
who had been connected) with the public schools were eligible to mem-
bership in the society. True, all classes in the community were com-

prised in this definition, yet the teachers and pupils in the public schools

naturally felt that the success of their library depended upon their exer-

tions, and those exertions were put forth without stint.

3d. The personal efforts of the well wishers of the library, and of those

officially connected with it, had much to do with its early progress.
Influential gentlemen, at considerable cost of time, solicited subscrip-
tions for memberships and donations in 1866 and 1867, realizing over

$2,000. The Franklin Library Association (1,060 volumes) and the

St. Louis German Institute (676 volumes) were induced to give their

books to the Public School Library, certificates of life membership being
issued to the leading men who had control of those institutions. The

High School Library was similarly given in exchange for thirty per-

petual memberships vested in the High School. The librarian paid

repeated visits to all the public schools, setting before the pupils the

advantages of using the library and the attractions which it offered.

The juvenile department in the library had been rendered especially
full by ample but careful selections of the works of the best and most

popular writers for the young. Perhaps no one circumstance contrib-

uted more to the advancement of the library than the visits alluded to,

and they are here mentioned as suggestions to other librarians. The
exhibition of some handsome picture books, the narration of some

lively stories from books in the library, will draw the children in large

numbers to drink of the fount set flowing for their refreshment, and the

lii >t taste will invariably grow into a fixed thirst for literary enjoyment,

rising gradually from the hasty reading of story books to the more

deliberate study of literature or science. In 1866 and 1867, two exhi-

bitions were given for the benefit of the library. They were partici-

pated in by the teachers and pupils of the public schools, and together
netted over $2,300. Courses of lectures were given, which, although
the profit realized from them was very small, performed a great work
in advertising the library and keeping it favorably before the notice of

the public. One provision of the charter of the library society author-

ised the school board to appropriate $5,000 out of the school fund for

the use of the library, and this sum was given in January, 1868, it being
the first and only amount the library had received from any public fund

or endowment.

The original intention that the library should be owned and controlled
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5, tu beby tbo school board was never given up, but was held in reserve,

acted on at the first fkvorable Opportunity. On the Kith of October,

isc.s, the school board appointed a committee of six to consult with the

trustees of the library with reference to a transfer of their trust to the

school board, and the library board promptly responded. After careful

deliberation, the transfer was accomplished April 17, isi;i. the entire

property of the library society being transferred to the school board a>

absolute owners of the same, conditioned that they should maintain the

institution according to the intention of its founders, and should appro-

priate for its maintenance, in addition to its regular revenues, not less

than $3,000 per annum; and, further, that the library should be con-

trolled by a board of sixteen managers, of whom nine should bea|>pomted

by the school board and seven elected by the life members of the library.

In the subsequent revision of the regulations and by-laws of the library

the last shadow of class distinction was abolished, and all persons, with-

out discrimination, were admitted to the privileges of life membership
on equal terms.

In October, 1868, the school board had purchased from the Washing-
ton University the O'Fallou Polytechnic Institute building, and into

this building the library was removed the same month. The puivh
included the Henry Ames Library, which had belonged to the institute.

and contained about 6,000 volumes; it was accompanied by the trans-

fer to the school board of a legacy left by Henry Ames of 8100,000 to

perpetuate the Polytechnic Institute and the library connected with it.

After the transfer of the Public School Library to the school board the

Henry Ames Library was incorporated with it, and it has received

annually $5,900 as its share of the interest on the legacy of Henry
Ames.

The first board of managers under the new regime was elected and

appointed in May, 1809. Ira Divoll was elected president.

Mention has been made of three libraries that were successively

absorbed by the Public School Library. In November and December.

1869, were purchased the private collections of the late Prof. K. A.

Eossmiissler and Dr. B. F. Shumard. The former (571 volumes) con-

sisted of standard works on natural history; the latter (1,08S volumes)
was essentially geological in its character, and in completeness, its

considered, was surpassed by few in the country. Between l.Sii!> and

1871-' a number of scientific and other societies became identified with

the library; some by giving their collections in exchange tor life mem-

berships, others by paying full membership fees. The library, on

part) agreed to expend all sums so received for books and periodic

under the direction of the societies from which they were received : and

the school board allowed the societies to hold their meetings, free of

expense, in the session room of the board in the Polytechnic Building.

These societies are as follows:

AY. Louis Ac<t<lany of Mitxic. Library contains :!..~>oo volumes; cabinet



Public Libraries of Ten Principal Cities. 985

of uatural history, tilling six large double cases, deposited in Public

School Library, subject to general reference, but remaining the property
of the academy.

St. Louis Medical .Society. Total payments in cash for membership,
about $1,800, all of which has been spent in the purchase of medical

works.

St. Louis Institute of Architects. Thirty three volumes of costly works

on architecture exchanged for memberships.

Engineers' Club of St. Louis. Eighty-three volumes given to library,

and membership fees paid in addition; the cash receipts being used in

subscriptions to engineering periodicals.

St. Louis Art Society. Collection composed of 3 fine oil paintings, 21

engravings by celebrated artists, 10 pieces of statuary casts from the

antique, and 151 autotypes. All these are on permanent exhibition in

the library rooms.

Missouri Historical Society. Collection of relics, pictures of buildings

and portraits of distinguished persons, Indian curiosities, etc., deposited
in the library, but remaining in the ownership of the society.

Local Steam Engineers'
1 Association and St. Louis Microscopical Soci-

ety. The members of these two organizations pay fees which are used

for the purchase of books under their respective direction.

The connection of these societies with the library gives to it strength
in the community, and helps to enrich it in the several special depart-

ments whicij the societies represent.

The Public School Library was first opened on Sunday, June 9, 1872.

It has been open every Sunday since, from 10 a. in. until 10 p. m.; the

public, whether members or not, having been freely invited from the

first to use and enjoy it, and the issue of books to members for home
use having gone on as on week days. The experiment has proved suc-

cessful to a gratifying extent. While comparatively few books are

issued for home use on Sundays, the issues for library use are much

larger than on week days, as may be seen by the statistics :

Average issue of books on Sundays:
Volumes.

For home use 75.

For library use . 194.5

Total 2(>D.r>

n issue on week days:
For homo use 247. 5

For library use 50. 6

Total 298.1

The difference in the character of the reading in the rooms on Sun-

days and week days is noteworthy. It shows that, while books of refer-

ence are most largely used on week days (ehielly by pupils in the

upper schools in the preparation of lessons or compositions,) juvenile

reading preponderates on Sundays.
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During the months of March aud April, 1875, a classified record was

kept of the reading in the library rooms, with the following results:

There were drawn on week days: novels, 227 volumes; juveniles, 408
;

other books, 2,020. On Sundays: novels, 91 volumes; juveniles, T'.t'.t :

other books, 607.

The first general catalogue of the library was published in 1870. It

contains the titles of about 24,000 volumes, (including the books of the

Academy of Science.) In form it is alphabetical with full titles, aud
classified with titles abbreviated. The system of classification is an

adaptation of the Baconian plan made by William T. Harris, LL. D.

superintendent of the city public schools. 1

A card catalogue in duplicate (alphabetical and classified) has been

kept, containing all accessions to the library since the printing of the

first catalogue. In the arrangement of the books on the shelves the

same method has been pursued as in the arrangement of their titles in

the catalogue. The classes are divided by movable markers, and in

each class the books are arranged alphabetically, no shelf numbers

being employed.
In September, 1871, a collection of duplicates was formed, to contain

such light reading as may be for a short period in greater demand than

the library can afford to supply with a just regard for the claims of

more solid literature. Books may be borrowed from the collection for

one week by members of the library upon payment of an extra fee of

five cents for each book. The experiment has been successful. Since

the collection was formed not more than two copies of any work of light

literature have been placed in the regular library, while as many as

thirty copies of one work were placed in the collection of duplicates.

Up to the close of the fiscal year ending May 1, 1874, the total cash re-

ceipts of the collection had been $2,032.25 ;
the total expenditures,

$1,989.06.

So large a sum as $51) is seldom required in any one mouth to keep
the collection fully up to the demand, while the income from issues ami

fines frequently exceeds $80. Copies of the popular magazines have

from month to mouth been placed in the collection, affording memorrs
an opportunity, denied them before, of taking magazines home to read.

As members may draw one book from the regular library, aud at the

same time as many from the collection of duplicates as they choose to

pay for, the small fee of five cents a week is cheerfully paid.

For several successive- years efforts were made to obtain the pa-

of a State law in Missouri authorizing the establishment and mainte-

nance of public libraries at public cost. Despairing, at last, of the

attainment of any general law for the purpose, a special act for St.

Louis was passed March 27, 1874, as follows:

The board of president aud directors of the St. Louis public schools is hereby

aiirhoi i/.rd to appropriate, out of its annual income, for the maintenance of a public

description of this catalogue see Chapter XXVIII, pp. 660-602, Catalogur.-, and

Cataloguing.
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library and reading room, with or without branches, which shall be free for purposes
of reading and reference, under such rules and regulatious as said board may from time

to time prescribe, such sum as in their discretion may be proper.

Under this act, the school board, in June, L874, voted to the library

$6,000 for the current fiscal year; and the annual revenues of the

library became as follows: School board appropriation, $0,000; inter-

est on Henry Ames legacy, $5,900; income from memberships, fines,

etc., $5,000; total, $16,900.

In June, 1874, the library was thrown open to the public, free for

reading and reference, the membership fees being retained unaltered

for such as desired to borrow books for home use. It may here be stated

that the membership fees have increased rather than diminished under

the operation of the change. None of the members, so far as ascer-

tained, have ceased their payments, while many, first attracted to the

free library, have, after a time, paid membership fees for the privilege
of taking home books which they lacked time to read during library
hours.

The library is deposited in the Public School Polytechnic Building, a

granite edifice four stories in height, and covering a lot of ground 110

by 130 feet. The offices of the school board and a branch high school

and normal school are also in the building. The library occupies the

entire second floor. The library room is 60 feet by 80, and 33 feet high.
The reading room, adjoining, is 100 feet by 50, and 42 feet 6 inches high.
The present condition of the library is shown by the following statis-

tics from the annual report for the fiscal year ending May 1, 1875:

Volumes in library, (including the collection of the Academy of Science and

the collection of duplicates) 38, 758

Number of newspapers and periodicals in reading room 251

Life members 2, 276

Perpetual memberships 30

Temporary members 3,519
5, 825

New members registered, 1874-'75 1, 395

Issues :

For home use 93, 140

For library use 28,061

l-Jl.-Jul

Value of property, (estimated) ...
t s72, 127.31

To the entire number of volumes in the library proper novels bear

the proportion of 19.3 per cent.; juveniles, 10.7 per cent. The average
circulation for home use shows 52 per cent, of novels, 26 per cent, of

juveniles. It has been determined that an annual expenditure of $600

will supply the library abundantly with novels, and $250 with juveniles,

no matter how large the total amount the library may be able to spend
for books.

ST. LOUIS LAW LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

This library was founded in May, 1838, by members of the St. Louis

ir. Its conditions of membership and use are that the applicant shall
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be in cjood standing at the bar, shall pay an initiation fee of $20, and

an annual subscription -of $10. The books are not allowed to leave the

room except to be taken to some court of record for use in lawsuits.

Without endowment or support from any public fund, this library has In-

come one of great value. It contains about 8,000 volumes, of which l,.~oo

are text books, the best having been selected; 1,500 reports and digests

of foreign cases, and 5,000 reports and digests of United States courts.

The library is in the county court-house, and is used by 380 memhei &

ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY LIBRARY.

The university library contains 17.000 volumes, exclusive of students'

society libraries, which number 8,000 volumes. The main library, which

is intended for the use of the professors, but to which any inquirer is

always made welcome, contains very complete collections of the early

writings of the Catholic Church, such as the works of the Fathers, trea-

tises on the canon law, and ecclesiastical history. Several works in the

collection are unique in our country. The library possesses some illu-

minated mediaeval manuscripts, numerous rare and original editions of

the Bible, and fine collections of the classic writers, as well as of the

modern historians and theologians. It was begun in 1829 by some

priests who came hither from Belgium, bringing a small collection of

books with them, to which additions have been made from year to year
from the funds of the university.

ST. LOUIS ACADEMY OF SCIENCE.
\

The academy was organized in 1856, Dr. George Engelmann being
elected president. In April Dr. C. A. Pope offered "the free use of

the cabinet hall and other rooms suitable for the purposes of the acad-

emy, in the Dispensary Building of the St. Louis Medical Colic _

which offer was gratefully accepted. The academy was incorporated

by act of legislature January 17, 1857. Through the influence and

efforts of its early presidents and secretaries, it was soon placed on

a good footing with similar institutions, and valuable donations t

books and transactions of other societies, as well as gifts and ex-

changes of specimens, gave it a respectable, beginning of a library and

museum. In 1809 -it lost most of its collections, aside from its library,

by fire. An agreement was shortly after entered into between the a> -.d

emy and the St. Louis board of public schools, by which the former

has since held its semi-monthly meetings in the session room of the lat-

ter, and the library and the remains of the cabinet have been placed in

the rooms of the Public School Library. Fortunately for the academy.
a large and valuable collection of fossils and mineralogical specimens

had, before the fire, been lent to the Washington University, and w.i>

thus preserved. The cabinet of the academy now fills three and a hal

large double cases, with glass doors, placed in the reading room of tli
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Public School Library. Their contents are the results-of gifts from indi-

viduals and societies and exchanges. The library occupies an alcove in

the same library room, and is accessible to users of the Public School

Library for purposes of reference. The contents of the library are as fol-

lows: Bound volumes, transactions of other societies, 407; bound volumes,
miscellaneous scientific works, 904; unbound volumes, transactions of

other societies, 1,176; unbound volumes, miscellaneous scientific works,
257

; total, 2,744.

The academy published the first number of its transactions in 1857.

It has thus far published nine numbers of transactions in all, being
volumes I and II and parts 1 and 2 of volume III. It has remaining on
hand of these 2,670 numbers, held for sale or exchange.

ST. LOUIS MEDICAL COLLEGE.

The library of the college numbers 1,100 volumes. It was founded in

1844; is restricted in use to the faculty and students, and is maintained

and increased solely by voluntary contributions. The library of the late

Dr. Charles A. Pope (500 volumes) passed in 1875 into the possession of

the college, one-half by purchase, the other half being given by his

widow.
INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS.

This order has a library numbering 4,000 volumes, which was begun
in 1868. For its support ten lodges contribute 25 cents semi-annually for

each of their members, and 50 cents for each new member initiated.

This gives the library a yearly income of about $1,500. It subscribes

to tin- leading popular American magazines, and has about 600 volumes

of German works, popular and standard. The room is open daily from

Monday till Friday, from 7 to 10 p. in., and on Saturday, from 2 to 10 p.m.
It is accessible only to members of the contributing lodges and their fam-

ilies.

ST. LOUIS TURNVEREIN LIBRARY.

The library was begun in 1855. It contains 2,000 volumes, of which

250 volumes are English ;
the remainder chiefly German. The Turn-

verein appropriates $20 per month for library purposes; the tines col-

lected amount to about $10 more. The reading room is open only two

nights during the week
;

it is supplied with about 20 newspapers and

magazines.

LIBRARY OF THE ACADEMY OF THE VISITATION.

The library was organized in 18.'{2 by the Sisters of the Visitation. It

contains 4,000 volumes, including every variety of literature. It is sup-

ii ported by the pupils, who pay a yearly fee of $2 for the privilege of its

use. The total yearly income of the library is $150, the greater part of

(.which is used to replace books worn out; new books are rarely added.



990 Public Libraries in the United States.

LIBRARY OF THE URSULINE ACADEMY.

Begun by the Sisters iu 1840, it now numbers about 2,000 volumes.

The pupils pay a fee of $2 per annum for its use, making its annual in-

come about 8 125.

LIBRARY OF THE COLLEGE OF THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS.

The library was founded in 1860, and contains 22,000 volumes am
about 15G manuscripts. Its income is about sufficient for its support
and is derived from membership fees paid by the pupils.

YOUNG MEN'S SODALITY LIBRARY AND READING ROOM.

This library dates from the foundation of the Sodality Building, which

was built under the directorship of the Rev. A. Damen, S. J., about the

year 1855. Its object, as well as that of the library rooms attached, i-

to furnish sound moral literature in its various branches to the mem-

bers of the sodality. Lately, however, it has been made accessible to the

friends of the society, who can become members by paying an initiation

fee of $1, and afterward 50 cents a quarter. To the members every

thing is free. The library and reading room are supported out of tlu

general funds of the sodality. The following are some of the statistics :

Books in the library, 1,327 ; periodicals in reading room: dailies, 8:

weeklies, 9; monthlies, 9; quarterlies, 1
; total, 27. Number of mem

bers who avail themselves of the use of the library, 300. Books issued

during the year ending May 1-; 1875, 1,225 volumes, classified as follows:

reviews, magazines, etc., 49; history, 122; biography, 172; poetry, 49:

theology and controversy, 12
; essays and lectures, 74

; tales, sketches.

and travels, 661; philosophy and physical sciences, 37; ascetic, (religion,

49
; total, 1,225.

The above figures will serve to give an idea of the classification of tin

books. The whole range of literature is comprised, and, while the mini

ber of books is not very large, every book is selected with care, and even

subject covered by sufficient material to give the reader a pretty nun

prehensive insight of it. The library is intended to foster a Cath<>li<

spirit in its members, who are all Catholics.

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES.

There are four distinct collections: The general library, containing

4,500 volumes, chiefly books of reference; the scientific departmen

library ;
the law library, of 3,000 volumes; and the Mary Institute 1$

bra ry, of 500 reference books. Gifts from prominentcitizens liaveassi

in their increase. The professors of the law department gave their

aries for one year to add books to the law library. Mr. Hudson H

Bridge bequeathed to the university the sum of $100,000. the interer
(

on which is to be divided between the chancellorship and the libraries
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The income of the latter will be about $1,500 a year. With the excep-
tion of the law library, no great effort has been made to build up the

university's collectionsT as the university owns several memberships in

the Mercantile Library, and a large number of its pupils are similarly
connected with the Public School Library ;

and these two public libraries

supply to a great extent the wants of the university.

GERMAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CONCORDIA COLLEGE.

The library of this college was begun in 1840. It now numbers 4,800

volumes.
MISSOURI MEDICAL COLLEGE.

The library of the college dates from 1840, and contains 1,000 vol-

umes.

X. PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF SAN FRANCISCO AND OF THE
PACIFIC COAST.

BY A. E. TVHITAKER,
Librarian of the Mercantile Library, San Francisco, Col.

Unquestionably one of the most noticeable features in the literary

advancement of the United States during the last quarter of a century
has been the increase in the number, magnitude, and sphere of useful-

ness of libraries. From the humblest beginnings, when, in 1820, the

Boston and New York Mercantile Library Associations were inaugu-

rated, until the present time, their influence has been steadily extend-

ing, and has been fraught with incalculable advantages to the literature

and general character of the people. With special significance does

this apply to those known as public libraries.

In the full and proper acceptation San Francisco has no public library,

and yet, in the history of these great co-educators of our country, she

is entitled, through her association libraries, to no little consideration.

The Pacific coast has been deemed the ultima Thule of the United States,

and not a little astonishment was occasioned when rapid and easy com-

munication revealed to the old such fruits of progress and advance in

the. new. True it is that literary interests have failed to keep pace with

the more material, but yet they have passed successfully through the

most materialistic age in the country's existence, and to-day the library

associations of the West occupy a position which many similar ones of

the. Eastern States strove in vain for half a century to obtain.

But many reasons prevail why comparison with like associations of

the East should be studied with indulgence. And first stands that of

age. The majority of the libraries of the eastern cities were from ten

to litteen years advanced before a similar institution had come to light

on these western shores. The oldest library on tho Pacific coast has

just issued its twenty -third annual report. Again, our libraries have
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never received a single important donation, either in money or books,

while most of those in the East have been the recipients of liberal gifts

in both. Such benefactors as Beck, Cope, Morton, and Roberts to -lie

Philadelphia Mercantile Library ;
as Grosvenor, MeLane, Hunt, and

Demilt to the New York Mercantile Library, have uot as yet had

their counterparts with us. The well known bequest of Dr. Hush of

$1,000,000 to the Philadelphia Library Company; that of the Astors to

the Astor Library; and those to the Boston Public Library, almost too

numerous to mention, aggregating over $300,000, together with an

dowmeut fund of over $100,000, and the rich additions to its collection,

by the same means, of the Bowditch, Parker, Ticknor, and Prince Libra-I

ries these combined have hitherto failed to tempt any of California's

millionaires to take a similar step for her libraries. There is scarcely

a town in the Eastern States of twenty or thirty thousand inhabitants

that has not, either by municipal grant or by private generosity, conl

tributed liberally toward making public collections of books. More-

over, while most of the collections above referred to are situated in

the great bookmarts of America, and in frequent and easy communica-

tion with those of Europe, surrounded by wealthy friends interested

in their success, and aiding them by liberal gifts of books and money,
ours of the Pacific have been left to struggle alone, and cannot point

to a single bequest, save by the hand of some actor, musician, oi

lecturer; while every one of the thousands of volumes on our shelves

in its voyage hither traversed many thousands of miles, and, instead

of serving as an eloquent testimonial to the fostering care of a legisla-

ture, or the munificence of an Astor, a Cope, a Bates, a Phillips, or v

Peabody, is due to the unaided exertions of an association of private

citizens.

The principal libraries of San Francisco, and hence of the Pad

coast, (the State library at Sacramento not being here considered,)

those of the Mercantile Library Association, of the Odd Fellow.-' A

ciatiou, and of the Mechanics* Institute.

MERCANTILE LIBRARY.

First, in point of age, in extent of collection, in importance, and in

all that constitutes it the closest approximation to a public institute

should be noticed the Mercantile Library. Dating almost from t

foundation of the city, its history is one of a slow but gradual advan

against an adverse current, of few encouraging prospects, and not wit

out an occasional struggle for existence itself. The first sin

attempt to organize a Mercantile Library Association in San Francis >

is recorded as having been made, at a meeting held on the evening
the 22d of December, 1852, in the chamber of the board of aldermC

The account relates that " several previous efforts which had been mad

from time to time, with a view of forming associations of a kindn I

character, had been rendered unavailing by a peculiar force of circm
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stances, resulting partly from the unsettled state of society, and the

many discouraging reverses which had befallen our whole mercantile

community, by reason of the frequent disastrous conflagrations that

had repeatedly laid our city in ashes, and thrown a gloomy pall over its

brightest hopes of prosperity. But, feeling the importance of such an

institution, the young men were not to be defeated in their commendable

exertions; and contideut of the merits of their cause, and bold in their

hopes of success, again renewed the attempt which has happily resulted

in tlie permanent establishment of the present institution." From the

minutes we find that "
notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather,

the meeting was numerously attended, showing that a deep interest was

felt among all classes of the community and affording the most flattering

encouragement for the permanent success of the movement." The cap-

ital >4ock was fixed at $50,000, in shares of $25 each. Subscriptions to

the amount of $2,000 were immediately pledged. A stirring appeal
was issued to the public for assistance

;
a committee was appointed to

extend the subscription list, and the amount was rapidly increased to

$5,000. On the evening of January 24, 1853, a meeting was assembled,
the final organization effected, the certificate of incorporation adopted,
and officers elected for the ensuing year. Mr. David S. Turner was the

first president, and effectively served in that capacity for two years.

As the nucleus of a library, a collection of 1,500 volumes of standard

works, the library of General Hitchcock, was purchased.
'

By means of

donations from many of the most earnest supporters of the enterprise

of books, from editors of the daily papers of a number of valuable files

of our daily journals, the number was increased during the following

year to nearly 5,000 volumes. Periodicals, newspapers, and magazines
were obtained from the Atlantic States and Europe, and, in a new

country like California, where all were sojourners, met with the heartiest

appreciation. Suitable rooms were procured in the California Exchange
building, then on the corner of Clay and Kearney streets, and on March

1, 1854, with these resources, and under these auspices, the institution

commenced its career of usefulness.

To look back from the vantage ground afforded by the present, and
note the constant progress it has made, it would seem that its success

was insured from the start, but it has not been without great effort on

the part of its stanch supporters and its efficient boards of manage-
ment. Several periods are still fresh in its history during which its ex-

istence was almost despaired of. However, prosperity followed it, and

at three several times it was co.npelled to seek more commodious quar-

ters to accommodate its rapidly increasing treasures. The more clearly

to show what constant and rapid growth has attended its early history,

the following table of statistics may be otfered

03 E
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NUMBER OF VOLUMES AT THE RKiilXNINt; <>I KA< II VI. \l:.

Yf.tr. No. of volumes.

1853 1,500

1-r.l - 2,705

1855 3,315

i-:,i; 3,833

1857 6,135

1858 8,447

1859 10,066

1860 11,485

1861 1.. 13,821

1862 14,985

1863 15,906

1864.. 16,620

Year. N..

1865 1

1866 19.711

1867 21

1868 j

1869 -J

1870 88,110
1871 30,002
1872 30,006
1873 33,614

1874 36,356

1875 :

NUMBKR OF MEMBERS AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH YKAK.

Year.

1854
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other kindred institutions for the first twenty years, as shown in the

following table, there is no slight occasion for surprise and gratification :

Volumes.

Boston Mercantile Library, founded in 1820, contained in 1860 19,000

New York Mercantile Library, founded in 1820, contained in 1860 55,000

Philadelphia Mercantile Library, founded in 1821, contained in 1860 16,800

Cincinnati Mercantile Library, founded in 1835, contained in 1860 21,000
Baltimore Mercantile Library, founded in 1839, contained in 1860 16,950

St. Louis Mercantile Library, founded in 1846, contained in 1860 16,000

Brooklyn Mercantile Library, founded in 1857, contained in 1860 17, 500
'

For the first decade of its existence the San Francisco Mercantile

exhibits an accumulation of 15,906 volumes, and an increase of circula-

tion from 3,371 to 40,136 a ear. At the end of the second decade

33,614 volumes are numbered in its collection, while its circulation has

swelled to 84,763. A fit closing of the first decade of its career was its

reincorporation, in 1863, under an act of the legislature passed in the

early part of the same year, thus annulling its old shares of stock and

converting its shareholders into subscribers. The management of the

association was vested in a board of trustees, consisting of a president,

vice president, corresponding and recording secretary, treasurer, and

nine trustees, to be elected annually. No member was to hold the office

of president or vice-president for more than two successive years. The

early history of the association may be said to close with the comple-
tion and possession of its new library building and the struggle which

ensued in recovering from the burdensome indebtedness assumed in its

construction. A brief review of the undertaking and its results will

not be -out of place here, since it was one of the darkest and most hope-
less periods in its whole history.

Library building.

In 1865, the project of procuring a lot and erecting thereon a building
suitable for the accommodation of the association first began to assume
some sensible form, but, indeed, only after years of agitation, discussion,
and deliberation. Since 1861, the library had occupied contracted quarters
in t he old building on the corner of Montgomery and Bush streets, at a con-

stantly increasing rental, and it was apparent to all that an early change
to more commodious rooms was fast becoming a necessity. In 1865, by
the united efforts of the trustees, the sum of $20,000 was secured from life

memberships and donations. With this amount, increased by an addi-

tional sum of $2,000 applied from the general fund of the association, the

board of trustees of the following year, acting upon instructions directly

given by a large and enthusiastic meeting of the members, proceeded

upon their delicate and difficult task. After great deliberation, a lot \v;is

finally chosen on Bush street, midway between Montgomery and Sanso:u,

in the central part of the city. The price to bo paid was $50,000. All the

available cash in the treasury of the association, about $22,000. was do-
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voted to the part payment of this purchase price. A loan of $100,000 was

then, negotiated, the lot and proposed building being security. From
this the balance of the purchase money was paid upon the lot, and the

erection of the building commenced. Additional loans were subse

quently effected to the amount of $100,000, the whole bearing interest

at the rate of 1 per cent, per month. The building was completed and

formally dedicated on the 18th of June, 1868.

In his following report, the president announced that the total in-

debtedness of the association was $240,000. This amount had been

reached, contrary to the expectation of the board, by reason of oltacles

and delays during the construction against which no ordinary ingenuity

could provide. It was proposed to reduce it by subscription, as far as

possible, and, for the balance, to negotiate bonds of the association,

secured on the property, bearing a moderate interest. But these hopes
and expectations proved illusory. Bonds for $100,000 were issued, bear-

ing 9 per cent, interest, but they could not be negotiated. A second

series for $150,000, bearing interest at 8 per cent., was placed upon
the market, with a like result. An effort was made to obtain subscrip-

tions, but without success. A course of lectures by distinguished ea>r-

ern speakers failed to be supported, and assisted even in depleting the

treasury. A fair, held in the library hall, met the same fate. To quote
from President Swain's report :

Thus matters stood at the commencement of 1869. The prospects were most gloomy.
No favoring response came from any quarter. The purpose for which the building had

been erected appeared to be a failuje. The institution was on the downward road.

There was no money to be appropriated to the purchase of new books. It was im-

possible to obtain a supply eveii of the cheap current literature of the day. Booksellers

had already large unpaid bills, and could not afford to trust any longer. The expenses
were increasing with the increase of the debt. No helping hand was extended to save

the institution
; appeals to the public pride, public duty, public necessity were fruit-

less. The French Loan Society, failing to receive their interest, had commenced a ruit

of foreclosure. The fate of the library appeared sealed. With any other treasurer it

would have died at once. The trustees, almost disheartened, discouraged, and dis-

gusted, met night after night for consultation, but they were like meetings of con-

sulting physicians over an expiring patient. It was evident the patient must <li\ If

a decent burial could be vouchsafed, it was as much as the trustees would dare a-

an enlightened a:sd liberal people. But, at this crisis, just as the hearts or' the i

were most faint and weary, temporary relief came irom an unexpected quarter,

Camilla Urso, to whom the association is uuder a multitude of obligations, proposed a

grand musical festival, from which a handsome and very welcome sum was realised.

The festival was, in every respect, a great success, and netted to tb

association nearly $20,000. It awakened an interest in the public inin

and prepared the way for the consummation of the scheme from wliir

complete deliverance at last came. A bill, which becan e a law Febru

ary 20, 1870, was passed b\ the legislature, authorizing the associatio

to hold three gift concerts, at which articles of value should be <li>

tributed, providing the proceeds were devoted to the liquidation of tli

indebtedness of the association. The entertainments were given, with
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net profit of $310,120, from which the entire indebtedness of the associa-

tion was paid, and a balance of $20,000 turned over to the treasurer.

In June, 1868, the property of the library was transferred to the new

quarters, and the building opened to the public. It received from the

press generally, as it has since from the many eastern and foreign tour-

ists who have visited it, the highest meed of praise and commendation.

It has a frontage on the north side of Bush street of 68 feet and a

depth of 137 feet. It is three scories in height, with basement and

attic. The design of the front elevation is- elegant and elaborate, and

is in the style known as modern Italian. The entrances are three in

number, surmounted by arches; the centre or main one, with a similar

one on either side. By these the visitor is introduced into a grand cen-

tral entrance, on the ground floor, 26 by 60 feet in extent, and 19 feet

in height, with a wide central staircase leading to the library and rooms
above. On the first floor are placed the library room, ladies' reading
room and parlor, the reference room, trustees' room, and what was

formerly used for the chess and smoking room.

The second floor comprises the newspaper and magazine room, store

room, and chess room. The attic rooms are designed for offices, artists'

studios, etc. There are two stores on the ground floor, one on each

side of the main entrance, each 18 by 50 feet, while in the basement
is the lecture room, 58 by 74 feet in area, and 24 feet high. Con-

nected with this are a supper room, ladies' and gentlemen's dressing

rooms, and waiting rooms. The library room proper is reached by two

entrances, one upon each side of the vestibule. This apartment is 52

by 64 feet in extent, and occupies the entire frontage of the building.
The books are arranged upon the east and west walls in cases pro-

jecting from the spaces between the windows. The librarian's desk

is conveniently placed near and between the two entrances, and is

enclosed by a massive railing in the form of a semicircle. The vesti-

bule is lighted from the library by a large plate window, in the centre of

which is placed a double-faced clock dial, so that the hour can be ob-

served from either side, while the works of the clock are in a glass case

within the inclosure of the librarian's desk. Directly over the library

room, of similar dimensions, and on the third floor, is the reading room.

It is furnished with convenient stands for newspapers, which are dis-

played thereon and neatly secured by an ingeniously devised file invented

by the former janitor of the building. For convenience of reference,
the different papers are geographically arranged by countries, States,

etc., the desks lettered, and a register posted near the entrance to direct

one, without delay, to the desired journal. There are 244 newspapers
on file, ,S1 of which are Atlantic or eastern and foreign, while 1 H> In-long

to California and the Pacific coast. Tables of a peculiar design, adapted
for this use, occupy the front portion of the centre of the room, and

contain 1 1.~> maga/ines, of which 68 are foreign and 47 American, together
with 21 miscellaneous illustrated journals.
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The terms of membership to the association are: life members, $100;

for subscribers: initiation fee, $2, and quarterly dues, $3, payable in

advance. At the date of the annual report, January 22. 1875, there

were 1,643 subscribing members in good standing, 320 life members,
and 78 honorary members. The current revenues and expenses, as fore-

shadowed by the retiring president, for the succeeding year, may be

roughly estimated as follows:

Receipts: Dues, $20,000; initiation fees, $1,000; rents, $8,000; other

sources, $1,000; total, $30,000. Probable expenses, $20,000; leaving

about $10,000 for the purchase of books.

The collection contains, at present, over 41,000 volumes, which, in ap-

proximate numbers, may be distributed through the various depart,

meuts as follows: Bibliography, 400
;
belles lettres, 2,000 ; biography,

2,400; French language, 2,200 ; German, Spanish, and Italian, 1,300 >

history, 3,500; collected works, 850; magazines, (bound,) 4,200; poetry
and drama, 1,400; public documents, 1,800; romance and juvenile, over

10,000; science, 4,900; theology, 1,250; travels, 2,700; reference, 1,500;

duplicates, 600
; making in all 41,000.

Although from various causes, but principally from lack of the requisite

means, the library cannot be said to have devoted itself to the building

np of any special department, and hence is complete in none, it yet

, offers to the general reader goodly treasures from every mine. It has

fortunately acquired a creditable collection of illustrated works of an-

tiquity, architecture, painting, natural history, etc.
;
material of great

cost, and of equally great value-. For many years the preservation and

binding of magazines and serial publications, as well as the completion
of imperfect sets, have received special attention. In the transactions

of scientific and learned societies the library has made a good beginning.
The association has recently received, as a gift from the British govern-

ment, a complete set of the Abridgments of British Specifications of

Patents, with all continuations.

Book delivery. Previous to 1875, books were delivered in the Mer-

cantile Library by means of two cumbersome registers of 2,500 page;

each. This system was attended with great labor and inconvenience

and has been superseded by another and more satisfactory one. I

consists of an octagonal cylinder of wood, 3 feet 6 inches in height
and 3 feet in diameter, revolving vertically on its axis. Into each <>

the eight faces are bored 250 holes, 3 inches in depth and inch ii

diameter. The cylinder thus contains 2,000 holes, which, being num
bered from 1 to 2,000, supply the place of pages in the old regis

ters. As a hole is allotted to a member, a card of regulated si/.c. am
of some distinct color, is placed therein, upon which are written his

name, address, and the number of the hole. These cards are per

manent, indicating the ownership of the hole, and are uniform in color

When a book is given out a similar card, but of different color, is used,

upon which are placed the letter, indicating the department in which



Public Libraries of Ten Principal Cities. 999

the book belongs, the title, or number, or both, and the number

of the bole belonging to the party drawing the book. For conven-

ience, cards can be stamped before the work of delivery begins, and

with a little care, in such a manner that the department letter can oc-

cupy a small space on the end, distinct by itself. Upon the return of

the book the card is taken from the hole, the book identified, and the

card dropped into a drawer, where it remains to furnish data for the

statistical tables at the end of the mouth.

As will be observed by reference to the tables already presented, the

circulation of the library is between seven and eight thousand volumes

a month, the annual average for the past five years being 85,940. This

number is exclusive of books used in the rooms for reference and

reading, which, by actual count, at various times, proves to be equally

great. A table of classification of the circulation for the past year, to-

gether with the rate per cent., shows how slight a variation exists in the

statistics of the circulating libraries in various sections.

Circulation for 1874.
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As no library is complete without a catalogue, so its history would

in so much Jail did it make no meutiou thereof. Tin- association has

issued three catalogues. The first was published in lsr>-l. shortly after

its organization, and enumerated less than 3,000 volumes: tin- second

followed in 1801, and contained nearly 14,000 volumes ; the third and

last was completed February 1, 1874, and forms a complete catalogue

of over 36,000 volumes. The first; two proved of little permanent utility,

while the continuatiou by slips, carried through the subsequent years

by various hands, was so utterly lacking in accuracy and unifoiniity,

that the catalogue of 1874 was necessarily the result of a complete re-

examination of each individual book in the collection, involving a great

expense of time and money. It is prepared upon what is termed t he-

dictionary plan, consisting of an alphabetical arrangement by author,

title, and subject, with discretionary subdivisions of the latter, acco'ding

to its extent and importance. Like the Boston Public Library cata-

logues, it furnishes complete "contents" of all important works and

collections; but it advances one step beyond the point they have vet

reached in that it presents them in a purely alphabetical order, by

subject, or, as in cases of collected authors, by author, and in very im-

portant collections by both author and subject. Without some method-

ical arrangement, in cases of extended "contents," one's .search for an

author or article becomes a tedious, not to say fruitless, task. The re-

cent date of its publication, and the small quantity of supplementary

slips accumulated, (which are made and arranged in every respect simil.ir

to the catalogue itself,) place- the library in this respect on a tooling

equaled by few. The first supplement of 168 pages, and containing ."i.ooo

titles, was issued in 1875. Pamphlets are catalogued as books, but are

placed temporarily in pamphlet cases; while the cards, numbered to cor-

respond with the case used, are kept in a separate compartment, distinct

from the body of the card catalogue. At convenient seasons the pain

phlets are classified as much as possible and bound, the reference on the

cards changed, the card inserted in the card catalogue, and the bound

volume added to the accession list.

The location of the books upon the shelves is in accordance with the

usual system of classification, and an alphabetical arrangement by

author is observed in each separate department. The general divisions

are themselves subdivided, and the same arrangement by author adhered

to. The practicability and advantage of such a system in mode:

C llections, and in those in which books are accessible to The public, are

beyond question; but in a large and growing library, where the diffi-

culties of classification render it perplexing to assign places to the new

accessions, and almost impossible to find many of them when once

assigned, it becomes imperative to adopt some system more exact and

satisfactory. For this reason, the association has determined to number

its books, and the only regret is that the step could not have heen taken

before the construction of the catalogue. In numbering, the divisions of
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classification are observed, although the strict alphabetical arrangement
therein is somewhat interfered with. This step of numbering the books

should lead to another greatly needed and more important, viz, that of

denying the public access to the shelves. Every open library suffers

from such a license more than its records can ever show. And yet,

aside from the unknown but assuredly great loss an open library ex-

periences at the hands of dishonest people, it can be safely claimed

that three-fourths at least of the wear and injury sustained by books

on the shelves arises from the promiscuous handling of the careless and

curious. To a librarian it is disheartening; books belonging in one

department are constantly found in some other
; they are declared "out,"

when some careless hand has simply misplaced them
;
valuable sets, per-

haps procured at great pains, are discovered ruined by the less of a vol-

ume, and he despairs in his repeated efforts at reclamation.

Detracting nothing from the flattering account of the new building of

the association, reflecting naught upon the credit of those who pro-

jected it and bore all the burdens of the long struggle, the fact yet re-

mains, unpleasant as it is, that its location was ill chosen, its construe

tion, in matter of capacity and accommodations, inadequate and unsat-

isfactory. Situated as it is in the business centre of the city, it is sur-

rounded on all sides by lofty buildings, and is, in consequence, deprived
of the primary necessity of a library light. Moreover, provision
should have been made, in the construction of so expensive an edifice, for

not less than 100,000 volumes. A library to live must grow, and a grow-

ing library requires a large margin for its accessions. Calculations for

an increase, at least equal to that of the past, cannot be avoided. Dur-

ing the two decades just past it has been a constant struggle for existence;

every dollar expended for books has been the result of great effort, and

yet, for each decade, there have been added 15,000 volumes. Jn twenty

years more the number of volumes in the collection should be doubled.

San Francisco is rapidly stretching out; what was a few years since "out
of town" is now considered "down town." Her population, according
to the city directory for 1875, is placed at 230,000. The need of a new

location, one more retired
;
of a building more generously supplied with

lijjht, and adequate in every way to the natural growth of the collection,.

is already a matter of serious consideration with the board of manage-
ment.

In making up an account of the libraries of San Francisco, so much

space and detail have been allotted the Mercantile Library because in its

inception and design, in its membership, its functions, its influence, and
in the estimation in which it is held by the public, it is, more essentially

than any other, the public library of San Francisco. Unfortunately, per-

haps, lor the material interests of the association, the public contribute

freely to its patronage, but poorly to its support. Instead of receiving

State or municipal aid and encouragement, the association is called upon
lor an annual tax of $2,500 as the price of its usefulness; a thing, I be-
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lieve, quite unknown in Europe, and in the older States of this country.
Without donations of books, without legislative or municipal aid, in spite

of all obstacles which have beset it, in the face of the materialism of a
new country, it has possessed itself of a large collection of books, of ;i

fine building, and has made itself acknowledged the educator it really

is on the Pacific coast, and now occupies a creditable position among
the libraries of the country.

ODD FELLOWS' LIBRARY.

The Odd Fellows' Library of San Francisco is an outgrowth of Odd

Fellowship, the fruit of the bequest of the late S. ET. Parker, a promi-
nent member of the order, and was established in 1854. The library

association is a regularly organized and chartered body under the laws

of the State, and not merely a representative department of the lodges
of the order.

The lodges are almoners of their members' fees, under a solemn contract, signed and

sealed by the several lodges of the jurisdiction, which compact may require the cooper-

ation and joint action of both parties to the contract to alter or annul.

Each lodge contributing for its members shall have the right of naming one trustee.

And any lodge contributing the sum of 50 cents per quarter in advance for each of

its members shall thereby entitle each of its members in good standing to mem-

bership in the association ; but every person, before he is a member, must sign its con-

stitution and by-laws. The board of trustees are not merely lodge representatives.
While they are lodge representatives in the association, they are trustees of the associa-

tion
;
a separate organization with legal status. Lodge requests will be duly respectnl.

but lodges or a lodge has no moral or legal right to dictate to the trustees of the li!>i

association.

As will be seen by its laws and regulations, its sphere of usefuln

as a public library is circumscribed, as its membership is restricted, to

members of the order; and yet Odd Fellowship has attained so eminent

a position, and is represented by so universal a membership in this city

and throughout the entire coast, that its library association has become

one of the great fountains,of public influence, and claims a prominent

place in the present notice. The association has succeeded in gather-

ing together a very useful, and, in many respects, a valuable collection

of books. The library occupies rather contracted quarters, in a building

which is owned by the order, and used principally for the accouimoila

tion of the several lodges of which it is composed.
The number of volumes reported in the library in May, 1874, was.

nearly 25,000. The total number on the accession list at the present

writing is but little less than 27,000. The various departments of litera-

ture represented in the collection are shown in the following classifica-

tion, viz :

Classification of collection.

Volumes. Volumwul

Atlases, maps, charts, etc 50 i Collected works 400!

Belles lettres 1,120 I Congressional, State, and law re-

Biography 950

Classips 500
ports ..

History . .
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Volumes.

620Theology
Reference ........... . ........... 600

Science and art .................. 2, 000

Social science .................... 300

Societies, transactions ............ 750

Voyages and travels .............. 1, 974

German ................ 4,000

Total 26,883

Volumes.

Illustrated works 240

Letters, speeches, etc 200

Medicine
'

120

Philosophy,language,and education 300

Newspapers, (bound) 230

Novels 6,984

Odd Fellowship and Masonry 200

Patent Reports 250

Periodicals 1, 850

Poetry and drama 770

As will be seen, selections have been made from every department
with moderation, rather than from any special one extensively. As there

are many Germans in the order, the German department is very strong.

Books are added to the collection at the rate of about 2,500 volumes a

year. The number of members entitled to draw books is 3,735. The
number classed as contributing members is 100. The receipts from dues

are about $7,000 annually, and the amount expended for books about

The circulation reaches nearly 7,000 volumes a month, or about 80,000
a year. The following table shows the use made of five principal de-

partments for the last five years:

Tear.
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these may be mentioned the British Association Reports; the Ethno-

logical Society of London Journals and Transactions
;
the Geographical

Society Journal
;
the Geological Society Journal; the Linnrean Soru-ty

Transactions; the Social Science Association Transactions
;
and the

Statistical Society Journal, each a mine of wealth in itself. The library

has only a manuscript catalogue, and that of little utility. The presi-

dent, in his last report, says:
" Jne of the greatest difficulties under

which we labor now is the want of a printed catalogue. We hope that

this defect will be removed at as early a date as possible." I." n for-

tunately for the comfort and attractiveness of the library, it has little

light and less available book room.

MECHANICS' INSTITUTE LIBRARY.

The first meeting of the mechanics of the city of San Francisco for

the purpose of organizing the association now known as the Meehanies'

Institute was held at the office of the city tax collector, in the Cit.v Hall,

on the evening of December 11, 1854. A committee was appointed to

draft a constitution and by laws, and, on the 6th of March, 1855, the

same were reported and accepted. As set forth in article 1 of the con-

stitution, the association was to have for its object the establishment of

a library, reading room, the collection of a cabinet, scientific apparatus,

work* of art, etc. On the 29th of the same mouth a permanent organi-

zation was effected, and the first regular board of officers elected, with

Benjamin Hay ward as president.

Passing over the years of -struggle, which, in common with the host

of similar institutions, mark its early history, we find it in 1866 in

the building on Post street, erected by the institute, and the one

occupied at the present day. The lot was purchased for the sum of

$25,000, and the building cost $45,000. The collection comprised at

that time 11,250 volumes. The whole number of volumes in the col-

lection now reaches 24,108, while in the president's last annual report

the valuation placed upon the lot and building, in the summing up
of the assets of the institute, was $120,001). The membership roll eon-

tains names iu good standing to the number of 1,456. The initiation

fee for members is $1, and the 'quarterly dues $1.50; life membership,

$50. Memberships are furnished strangers and sojoumers at the rate

of 50 cents per month without initiation fee. The annual revenue of

the library may be estimated at: memberships, dues, etc., $6,000; rents,

etc., $7,000; total, $13,000, from which, after deducting current exj

penses, a balance of $1,000 or $1.500 remains to be applied to the pur-

chase of books. The library contains over 6,000 volumes in the dep u t-

ment of science and art. As its name would imply, it has directed
it^

efforts in the main to the expansion and perfection of those departments.
Its purpose is to build up for the city and the whole coast the best pos.

sible collection for reference of works on the practical sciences and

mechanical arts. In this view the accessions to the library for the la^t

five years will be of interest.
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Accession list.

Year.



1006 Pullic Libraries in the United States.

SAN FRANCISCO AET ASSOCIATION LIBRARY.

The library of the San Francisco Art Association, though at present;

small, is important as forming one of the many humble and promising

beginnings which are destined some day to assume a recognized ino

portance among the literary fountains of the coast. The association

was organized March 28, 1871, having for its objects the promotion of

painting, sculpture, and other kindred arts, the diffusion of a cultivated

taste for art in the community at large, and the establishment of an

academy or school of design. Its membership is composed of artiste

and persons interested in the progress of art. Every member m
required to pay an admission fee of $2 and monthly dues of $1. Lifo

memberships are $100. There are set apart annually, from the net

income of the association, at least $100 for the purchase of books and

periodicals relating to art. The library contains some 280 volumes of

standard works of art, including the London Art Journal, Galerie des

Peintres Celebres, Lubke's History of Sculpture. Lacroix's works, etc.

The association is favored with a wealthy, influential, and enthusiastic

membership, and will undoubtedly become, in time, the possessor o
'

an art library of great extent and merit.

LA LIGUE NATIONALE FRANAISE.

The Ligue nationale frau9aise was organized in this city immediately
after the signing of the treaty of peace between France and Germany,
in 1871.

Its object is to promote friendship, encourage patriotic sentiments

among French people, aid in advancing the cause of education not only

in California but also in France, and assist in their distress the patriotic

emigrants from Alsace and Lorraine.

The league each year offers several prizes of 500 francs for th<

written treatise, in a popular point of view, on subjects named by thi)

society. The manuscripts are read by a committee selected for the

purpose, and the accepted ones are printed and circulated here and in

France (in country districts only) to the extent of from 50,000 to 200."<H

gratuitously.

At the monthly meetings political and literary essays are read by ;i

lecturer appointed at a previous meeting, when the subject is given <>n .

It is the intention of the trustees to open, as soon as the means \viil

permit, a regular afternoon course (free) for ladies learning French i

literary course, and, in addition to this, an evening course free to < 1

foreigners desiring to learn the English language. This course will I e

strictly devoted to the teaching of the language.
The library, which was begun in 1875, numbers nearly 0,000 volume.- .

and is accessible to persons of all nationalities.

Aside from those noticed, there are in Sau Francisco numerous so* i-

ety libraries, but of slight extent and promise, many private collectio s

of creditable proportions, and a promising and growing law librai.
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ported by a revenue from the courts, and principally available by the

legal profession ;
but in the three described centre the library interests

and prospects of the Pacific. Do they promise to supply the increasing

demands which are destined to arise here? No; there is a demand for

something more general, more generous. There is a lack of unity of

interests, of oneness of purpose and desire, evinced in some well meant
efforts toward building up for the new West a single grand public de-

pository of books freely accessible to all. The Pacific coast is and will

ever remain inconveniently distant from the great library centres of the

Atlantic States, and should possess among its own resources one univer-

sal library of reference for its students and scholars. A free public li-

brary secures the interest of all. Such an one in San Francisco should

look to the wants of our entire western domain and to the exigencies of

generations to come. Like the Library of Congress for the Atlantic, it

should be constituted for the Pacific a storehouse of every publication,
not only of California, but of the General Government and of the whole

country. It should be financially independent, and above and beyond
individual or party caprice.

The materialism of California is wearing away. The day may not be

very distant when some one of her many millionaires shall imitate the

munificence of great benefactors in the Eastern States, and establish for

the Pacific a free public library.

OTHER COLLECTIONS.

A list is appended of other public or semi-public libraries in San

Francisco, containing each 1,000 volumes or more, further statistics of

which will be found in the general table at the end of this volume.

EDITORS.
Volumes.

Academy of Notre Dame 1, 000

Law library 12,500
Pacific 1

1-2,000

St. Ignatius College 5,000

Sodality library, (gentlemen's) 3, 000

Sodality library, (ladies') 1,500
Students' library 1,500

St. Mary's College 3,500
San Francisco Verein '. 5, 000

Society of California Pioneers.., 2,500

Theological Seminary of San Francisco. (Fora sketch of this library see Chap-
ter IV, p. 142, Theological Libraries) 5,000

Voiini; Men's Christian Association 5,000

SACRAMENTO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

The Library Association of Sacramento dates its organization from

October 2G, 1857. It can hardly be pronounced prosperous, having no

fund to depend upon, and owing, aside from its floating debt, a mort-

gage of $0,000 upon its building. The library was built at a cost of

1 This library is the property of Mr. H. H. Bancroft, author of the Native KM

1'acilic States of North America, but may be freely consulted by scholars.
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$17,000, of brick, centrally located, 34 by SO fret, and is neat and con

veniriit in its appointments. Tin; annual receipts of the assoeiatioi

from all regular sources amount to about $2,000. For the, year pit-red-

ing the report made October 1, 1874, however, they ran up to *

The number of paying members at that date was 144; life i

34; honorary, 4, and scholarships <S
; making the total niiiii!)er ol' per-

sons entitled to the privileges of the library 186.

The number of books in the library, at the date ment'oned, \vas .").."">;;,

with barely any increase since. The library also possesses many pam-

phlets not as yet catalogued or enumerated, but no manuscripts. Tin

rooms are open only from 1 to ."> and 7 to 10 p. in. The circulation

its books amounts to about 5,000 volumes per annum. Tin-re are on i

flies 8 monthlies, 10 illustrated and scientific periodicals, and L'o dail.

and weekly newspapers. Public interest in the association is needed

give it life and vigor. Its sources of revenue are barely sullicicnt

meet the necessary current expenses, and outside means are annually r<

sorted to to supply whatever deficiencies may exist.

SAN JOS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, SAN JOSE, CAL.

The Library Association of San .lose was incorporated July 1.1, 1

declaring its object to be the establishment of a library and readin

room; the collection of a cabinet, scientific apparatus, works of art; an

the general diffusion of knowledge by means of the circulation amon

its members of the various books, periodicals, and journals publishe

throughout the world. It is under the immediate direction of a board

management, consisting of a president, vice president, record in.

tary, corresponding secretary, secretary, and two trustees.

Its support is derived from three classes of membership, viz : life

annual, and monthly. Any person may become a life member by the

payment of $.">(). Monthly members pay ~>0 cents a month, in advance

Annual members are charged *<> per annual, payable semi annually, ii

instalments of $3. Ten years' consecutive membership constitutes one

a life member.

In Jul>, 1S74, the following constituted the entire membership ot the

association, viz: annual members, 188; monthly members, isii; lite

members, L'l
; honorary members, 11. Total membership, 400.

The circulation of the librvry for tin; year 1874 amounted to LUIS
volumes. The numberot volumes in the library in June, 187.~>, was about

4,000, of which l,OS.-> \\.-re, added during the last year. Tin -ion

has no separate building of its own, uur temporarily occupies rooms in

the Knox budding.
There are found on its files some 40 magazines and illustrated papers,

and about HO newspapers. The liiirary possesses no catalogue ot it*

books as yet, but the librarian is engaged in the preparation of one. and

promises its speedy publication.

San .lose is a considerable city, Minuted about fifty miles south n
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Francisco, the centre of one of the most lovely and promising valleys

(Santa Clara) in the State, and bids fair to possess at no distant day, in

its young and flourishing library, a most valuable and useful collection

OREGON STATE LIBRARY, SALEM, OREG.

The State Library of Oregon was founded in 1850, upon an appropri-
ation of $5,000 made by Congress August 14, 1848. It was totally de-

stroyed by fire December 31, 1855, which accounts, in part, for the

present small collection. The legislature furnishes it support in the

shape of an annual appropriation of $750, which is invested by the

chief justice. According to the last biennial report of the librarian, the

collection contained 6,217 volumes, including 960 pamphlets, the greater

portion of which are, naturally, works on law and statistics. There are

some 1,400 volumes of reports and digests ofthe same, and nearly 4,000

volumes of laws, journals, legislative documents, etc. The library is

open to the reading public from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m., except during the

sessions of the supreme court, which are held in the rooms twice a year,

when the public are admitted from 7 a. m. to 9 p. in. The librarian is

elected for two years, at an annual salary of $500. Attached to the

report of September 1, 1874, is a catalogue of the library, forming a

pamphlet of sixty-four pages.

PORTLAND (OREGON) LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

The Library Association of Portland was organized in 1864. Begin-

ning in an humble way, through the liberality of a few prominent citi-

izens, it has, by an economic management and careful expenditure of its

ifunds, steadily advanced to its present substantial position. It is man-

laged by a board of ten directors. The first subscription was started in

ithe winter of 1863-'64, and resulted in the realization of $2,561.50. Two
thousand dollars of this amount were immediately invested in books,
ind the balance appropriated toward the furnishing of suitable rooms.

A.t the end of the first year the association found itself in debt to the

unount of $684.25, which was speedily removed, however, by donations

iind initiation fees. The membership rapidly increased, and there was

in a short time a surplus iu the treasury. The association has four

jilasses
of membership, viz, life, annual, quarterly, and honorary. Any

>ersou can become a life member by the payment of $200. Yearly
aembers are charged $25 per annum, and quarterly members $3 per
uarter.

At the end of 1864 the library possessed 500 volumes. It numbers

bqut 7,500 volumes and 150 pamphlets. Its increase in 1874 was 550

olumes, which may be considered its average. The annual circulation

f books among its members reaches 15,000 volumes, with the usual

ercentage in favor of fiction. Its reading room is well supplied with

ewspapers, periodicals, etc., having some fifty Pacific coast papris,

ineteen Atlantic, thirty American magazines and illustrated

lad twenty English and continental.
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CHAPTER XXXTX.

GENERAL STATISTICS OF ALL PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN THE
UiNITED STATES.

BY THE

INTRODUCTION TABLE LIST or i.ir.i: AKI A.NS.

Iu the subjoined table will be found statistics of all public libraries

numbering three hundred volumes or more from which returns

received in 1875-76, excepting common or district school libraiies.

Some common school libraries from which returns of the number of

volumes were received have been included, but they are too lew and

unimportant to materially modify the figures given. In the summary
below the number of volumes they contain has been deducted from the

aggregate number of volumes reported in all the libraries of that

In preparing the following table it was found advisable, m most

instances, to combine the society libraries of each college, and make
but one entry for all; so that the number of libraries is apparently,

though not really, reduced from 3,682 to 3,647, a difference of .'!">.

The chief fault of the table is its incompleteness. The our

are as follows: 653 libraries do not report the date of organ i/ation or

foundation
; 2,172 do not report the average annual increase of ln

2,940 do not report the extent of yearly use of the library ;
I.IMJO do not

report whether they have a permanent fund or not
; 2,852 do not report

a yearly income from any source
; 2,913 do not state the yearly expend-

itures for books, periodicals, and binding; and 3,039 do not report the

amount paid yearly for salaries and incidental expenses. Hence if

appears that the only column of the table which is complete ;n rough.

out is that giving the number of volumes. The totals given beU>\v do

not include the statistics of eight libraries embraced in the table, front

which returns were received after the summary was completed.

The following is a summary of the table :

Total number of volumes !

Total yearly additions, (1,510 libraries reporting)
Total yearly use of books, (742 libraries reporting)
Total amount of permanent fuud, (1,722 libraries reporting)

-

Total amount of yearly income, (830 libraries reporting)
Total yearly expenditures for books, periodicals, and binding, (769 lilirai i

-

reporting)
Total yearly expenditures for salaries and incidental expenses, (643 libra-

ries reporting) 682, 1''*
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Imperfect returns show a little more than 1,500,000 pamphlets in all

the libraries.

It will be seen that parish and Sunday school libraries have not beeii

included
; indeed, no systematic effort was made to gather the statistics

of such libraries, which are almost as numerous as the churches ill the

country.
The number of volumes in the other public libraries of the United

States is as follows :

Libraries numbering 300 volumes and upwards 12, 276, 964

District school libraries, not included iu above 1, 365, 407

Pamphlets, (imperfectly reported) 1, 500, 000

Eespecting district school libraries the further remark is necessary
that the reports of the State superintendents of California. Connecticut,,
and New Jersey do not show the number of volumes iu the libraries,

1

and therefore the school libraries of those States could not be included

iu the above total of this class. California has expended for libraries

in the last ten years, $138,564.64; Connecticut expended for libraries

and apparatus iu 1874-'7o, the sum of $7,668.82 ;
in Xew Jersey about

thirteen thousand dollars have been expended since 1871 for libraries.

Following the table will be found a list of the names of librarians

and other officers furnishing reports. In many cases, as in school and

academy libraries, there is no regularly appointed librarian
;
in some

other instances the name of the librarian was inadvertently omitted

from the return.
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List of Librarians.

LIST OF LIBRARIANS IX THE UNITED STATES.

1143

Place. Library.
Name of librarian or other

officer reporting.

Auburn, Ala .

Marion, Ala

Mobile, Ala

Mobile, Ala

Montgomery, Ala .

Tuscaloosa, Ala . . ,

Tnscaloosa, Ala...

Tucson, Ariz

Fayetteville, Ark

Fort Smith, Ark

Little Rock, Ark

Knight's Ferry, Cal

Mary s ville, Cal

Nevada City, Cal

Oakland, Cal

Oakland, Cal

Oakland, Cal

Oakland, Cal

Oroville, Cul

Petaluma City, Cal

Placerville, Cal

Sacramento, Cal

Sacramento, Cal

Sacramento, Cal

Sacramento, Cal

San Francisco, Cal

San Francisco, Cal

San Francisco, Cal

San Francisco, Cal

San Francisco, Cal

San I- rancisco, Cal

San Francisco, Cal

San Francisco, Cal

San Francisco, Cal

San !' rancisco, Cftl.

San Francisco, Cal

San Francisco, Cal

San Jos6, Cal

Santa Barbara, Cal

Santa Cruz, Cal

Stockton, Cal

Vallc.jo, Cal

Central City, Colo

Colorado Springs, Colo

Denver, Colo

Denver, Colo

<iohlen City, Colo

A M]I lord, Conn ....'.

V.crlin, Conn

Bridgeport, Conn

Bristol, Conn

Agricultural and Mechanical College of Ala-

bama.

Howard College.

Franklin Society Reading Room and Library
Law Library

Alabama State Library
Alabama Historical Society

University of Alabama

Territorial Library

Arkansas Industrial University

Public Library Association

Mercantile Library

Public Library

Odd Fellows' Library

Odd Fellows' Library

Oakland Library Association

Odd Fellows' Library

Pacific Theological Seminary .'

University of California

Ladies' Library

Odd Fellows' Library

Neptune Library

California State Library

Library Association

Odd Fellows' Library :

Supreme Court Library

Bancroft Pacific Library <.

Bibliothcquo de la Ligue natiouale franchise

Eureka Turnverein ,

Mechanics' Institute

Mercantile Library

New Jerusalem Church Free Library

Odd Fellows' Library

St. Mary's Library Association

San Francisco Voroin

S cicty of California Pioneers

Territorial Pioneers of California

Young Men's Christian Association

San Jose Library Association

Odd Fellows' Library

Santa Crux Library

Odd Fellows' Library

Vallcjo Library

Public School Library

El Paso County Library

Supremo Court Library

Territorial Library

University Schools of Colorado

Babcock Library

Berlin Library

I'.ridLTi'port Library '.

Young Men's Christian Association

B. P. Ross.

J. B. Kilpatrick.

\V. M. De Grnshe.

AYilliarn Alderson.

J. M. Riggs.

\V. S. Wyraan, secretary.

Prof. B. F. Meek.

Coles Bash ford, secretary

of the Territory.

John Ayers.

J. H. Hobbs.

Frnnk M. Parson?.

A.Schell.

John Norton.

E. A. Foster.

Ina D. Coolbritb.

Peter J. IpseD.

Rov. George Mooar, D. D.

J. C. Rowell, A. B.

Maggie Morrison.

E. R. Healy.

Frederic F. Barss.

R. O. Cravens.

M. S. Cushman.

Francis Lenoir.

Carl C. Finkler.

Henry L. Oak.

Daniel Levy.

August Schumacher.

J. C. Hurlbut

A.E. Whitaker.

John Doughty.

George A. Carne*.

John B. Gallagher.

L. E. W\ neken.

Louis U. Lull.

Dr. E.L. Willard. secretary

II. Cox.

George W. Kent res*.

James A. Brewster.

II. Dexter.

C.F.I:

James Phillips.

John L. Jerome.

Henry K. 1'nhin r.

John \V. Webster.

Orson Brooks, (acting.)

Itev. Kichurd Harding.

IVN-r I'hitt.

indeffee.

Mrs. J. E.C.Clarke.

William B. Until, chairman

committee.



1144 Public Libraries in the United States.

List of librarians in the United States Continued.

Place.



List of Librarians.

List of librarians in the United States Continued.

1145

Place.



1146 Public Libraries in the United States.

List of librarians in fhe United States Continued.

Place. Library.
Name of librarian or other

officer reporting.

Milton, Fla

St. Augustine, Fla

Tallahassee, Fla . .

Athens, Ga

Atlanta, Ga

Atlanta, Ga
A ugusta, Ga

Augusta, Ga

Cartersville, Ga

Savannah, Ga

Talbotton, Ga.....

West Point, Ga ...

Boise City, Idaho .

Alton, 111

Aurora, 111

Batavia, 111

Belleville, 111

Belvidere, 111 ....

Bloomington, 111 .

Bloomington, 111 .

Bunker Hill, 111..

Bushnell, 111

Centralia, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Masonic Academy

City Library

State Library

University of the State of Georgia.

Georgia State Library

Young Men's Library

Catholic Young Men's Society

Young Men's Library Association .

Library Association

Georgia Historical Society

Le Vert College

Young Men's Library Association .

Territorial Library

Public Library

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, 111

Chicago, III

Danville, 111

Decatur, 111

Dixon.Ill

Dwight, 111

East St. Louis, 111

Eden, El

Elgin, 111

Elmwood, 111.

El Paso, 111 . .

Evanston,Ill.

Library Association

Batavia Free Library

Sii-ngerbund and Liberal Society

Library Society

Illinois Wesleyan University

Library Association '. *...

Library Association

Library A ssociation

Public Library

Academy of Sciences

American Elect rical Society

Baptist Union Theological Seminary
! Chicago Astronomical Society

Chicago Historical Society

Chicago Theological Seminary

Chicago Turngemeinde

Chicago University

Cobb's Library

Dearborn Observatory

Law Institute

North Chicago Rolling-Mill

Presbyterian Theological Seminary of the

Northwest.

Public Library

St. Ignatius Collegw

Union Catholic Library Association

West Side Library

Young Men's Christian Association

Culbertson Library |

Ladies' Library Association

Hose Company No. 1

Kenyon's Circulating Library
Public Library and Heading-Room
Mutual Improvement and Library Associa-

tion.

Free Public Library

Young Men's Library and Reading Room . . .

Ladies' Library. . .

Northwestern University.

John Carlovitz.

Miss M. C. Reynolds.

Samuel 15. MeLiu.

Prof. Charles Morris, A. M.

Joe] r.ianham.

Charles llerhst.

Richard B. Ileslin.

S. G. Simmons.

Kdgar L. Peocock.

William Harden.

William Park.

Morris Her/berg.

E. J. Curtis, see' Y Territory

Mrs. M. A. H. Crandall, cor-

responding secretary.

Gustavus A. Pfrangle.

F. H. Buck.

Henry Raab.

Mrs. II. J. Sherrill.

G. R. Crow, A.M.

Mrs. H. R. Galliner.

Mrs. Sarah Cruickshanks.

Joseph B. McConnell.

H. M. McKee.

J. W. Velie.

F. W. Jones.

E. C. Mitchell, D. D.

Elias Colbert, secretary.

I'elileii F. Culver.

Prof. Theodore W. Hopkins.

Edward 0. Witte

lion. II. M. Thompson.
L. M. Cobb.

Elias Colbert.

Julius Rosenthal.

Tristram Mavhew.

Prof.W. M. Blackburn, D.D.

William F. Poole.

Prof. P. J. Van Loco, S. J.

Mary A. Duffy.

Emerson and Kennedy.

MissL. W. Gushing.

Rev. A. L. Brooks.

Miss Libbie Jack, cor. sec.

F. H. Babbitt.

II. A. Kenyon.

Robert L. Barrowtuan.

Samuel Hyndman.

L. H. Yarwood.

Edwin Elliott.

Amanda M. Hewitt.

C. W. Pearson, A. M.
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List of librarians in the United States Continued.
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Place. Library.
Name of librarian or other

officer reporting.

Galena, 111

Galesburgh, 111

Geneva, III

Greenville, 111

Jacksonville, 111

Jacksonville, 111

Joliet,Ill

Kankakee, 111

Kewanee, 111

LaSalle.Ill

LaSalle.Ill

LaSalle.Ill

Mendota, 111

Moline, 111

Moline, 111

Monmouth, 111

Moumouth, III

Morris, 111

Mount Vernon, 111 .

Normal, 111

Olney, 111

Ouarga, 111

Ottawa, 111

Ottawa, 111.

Young People's Library Association Thomas B. Haghlett.

Free Public Library Mrs. F. A. Smith.

Public Library Mrs. Mary Jenny.
Ladies' Library Association Kate Alexander.

Jacksonville Library Association J. H. Woods.

Reading-Room and Library II. W. Milligan, secretary.

Public Library Miss Charlotte Aiken.

Ladies' Library Association Mrs. A. P. Loring.

Public Library J. C. Rice.

Barnes &. Co.'s Circulating Library G. M. Barnes.

St. Patrick's Total Abstinence Society Kit-hard Stanton.

Malone's Circulating Library J. K. Malone.

Mendota Library Association . J. D. Moody.

Concordia Society
' A. Scbulz.

Public Library Kate S. Holt.

Monmouth College Ed. F. Ried, A. M.

Warren County Library _and Reading Room Thomas II. Rogers.

Library Association Benjamin W. Sears.

Supreme Court, Southern Grand Division. .. R. A. D. Wilbanks.

Illinois State Natural History Society ,S.
A. Forbes.

Public Library F. W. Hutchinson.

Public Library
' Maria J. Davis.

Odd Fellows' Library

Supreme Court, Northern Grand Division. ..

GeorgeS. M. Beck.

George S. Williams.

Pana, 111
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List of librarians in the United Slates Continued.
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Place. Library.
Name of librarian or other

officer reporting.

Princeton, Iiid

Richmond, Ind

Richmond, Ind

Richmond, Ind

JJisingSun, Ind

Rising Sun, Ind

Rockport, Ind

South Bend, Ind

South Bend, Ind

Vevay, Ind

Vincennes, Ind

Vincennes, Ind

Vincennes, Ind

Vincennes, Ind

Wabash.Iud

Wabash, Ind

Waterloo, Ind

Waterloo, Ind

Albia, Iowa

Ames, Iowa

Burlington, Iowa

JJurliiigton, Iowa

Cedar Falls, Iowa

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Clinton, Iowa

Davenport, Iowa

Daven port, Iowa

Davenport, Iowa

Gibson County Library

Kail ham College

Morrison Library

Wayne County Law Library

M aclure Working-Men's Library

Randolph Township Library

Ohio Township Library

Library Association

Portage Township Library

Working Men's Library

Maclure Working-Men's Institute

Public School Library

Township Library

Vincennes Library

Maclnre Working-Men's Institute

Noble Township Library

W.P.Wellbun, county clerk.

Anna Miles.

Mrs. Surah A. Wrigley.

James Skinner.

J. M. Keister.

J. M. Reistar.

S. Laird.

Mrs. Kliza F. Hain.

Mrs. Eliza F. Haiii.

P. T. Hartford.

J. P. Carrie.

Thomas J. Cbarlton, A. M.

John W. Dueeterberg.

F. W. Viche.

Alexander Ilesa.

Alexander Iless.

Union Township Library I
D- Y. and C. Husselman.

Maclure Working-Men's Institute

Albia Lyceum
State Agricultural College

Public Library

Swedish Public Library

Library Association

Euos Free Library

Young Men's Library Association

Academy of Natural Sciences

Griswold College

Library Association

Davenport, Iowa

Des Moines, Iowa

Des Moines, Iowa

Dubuquo, Iowa

Dubuque, Iowa

Dubuque, Iowa

Fairfleld, Iowa

Fort Dodge, Iowa

Independence, Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa

Young Men's Christian Association

Des Moines Library

State Library

German Presbyterian Theological School. . .

Iowa Institute of Science and Arts

Young Men's Library

Jefferson County Library Association ,

Library Association

Public Library

Iowa State University

State Historical Society

Keokuk, Iowa

Keosauqua, Iowa

Lyons, Iowa

Lyons, Iowa

Mai[iiokcta, Iowa

Mason City, Iowa

Ottumwa, Iowa

Pella, Iowa

Salem, Iowa :..

Tabor, Iowa

Waterloo, Iowa

Wa verly, Towa

Western College, Iowa.

Library Association

Odd Fellows' Library, No. :t .

German Association

Young Men's Association- . .

Literary Association

Library Association

Public Library

Central University of Iowa.

\Vhiltier College

Tabor College

Library Association

Library and Lecture Association.

R. Wes. McBride.

W. A. Nichol.

Miss Ellen W. flarlow.

J. P. Fuller.

Andrew Peterson.

A. R. Pegun.

Miss Bessie R. Penney.

F. A. Wadleigh.

R. J. Farquharson.

D. T. Sheldon.

Mrs. H. M. Martin, chair-

man library committee.

H. Williams.

John Wolden. jr., manager.

Mrs. Ada North.

Prof. L. Grieat.

Henry ('.. Horr.

Martha Chaddock.

A. T. Wells.

\V. H. Johnston.

Miss Nettie Jordan.

Amos N. Currier, A. M.

Samuel C. Trowbridge, (act-

.
ing.)

.MI. i H.i it.v

.1. .1. Kimmersly.

ml.

A mi. i Carpenter.

D. A. Fletcher.

Henry II. Shopanl.

Mrs. M. K. Israel.

J. N. Dunn.

James W. Logan.

II. S. Burr.

Western College
K^.l. I.. K. i-hart, A.M.
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Lawrence, Kans City Library i
Mrs. J. C. Trask.

Leavenwortb, Kans Law Library Judge H. TV. Ide.

Manhattan, Kans State Agricultural College Prof. M. L. Ward.

Topeka, Kans ! Kansas State Library David Dickinson.

Topeka, Kans Library Association < Mrs. J. S. Kelluni.

Wyandotte, Katis .......... Library Association O. D. Biirt.

Baidstown, Ky St. Joseph's College Rev. E. M. Crane.

Danville, Ky : Centre College ,

Prof. S. De-Soto.

Frankfort, Ky Kentucky State Library ;

Owen W. Grimes.

Georgetown, Ky Georgetown Colleg'e. I Prof. D. Thomas, A. M.

Harrodsburg, Ky Library Association
i

John Van Anglew .

Lexington, Ky Kentucky University
'

G. B. Wagner.

Lexington, Ky Library Association
!

J. B. Cooper.

Louisville, Ky Law Library Samuel F. Johnson.

Louisville, Ky Library Association F. A. Cooper.

Louisville, Ky Public Library of Kentucky P. A. Towne.

Lonisville, Ky Theological Seminary of the P. E. Church .... Rev. L. P. Tscbiffely.

Maysville.Ky ;.. Odd Fellows' Library George W. Walz.

Newport, Ky ! Odd Fellows' Library I
Thomas Dnncan.

Paris, Ky ; City Library |

James Paton.

South Union,-Ky
j

South Union Library ;

S. Rankin.

Monroe, La Young Catholic Friends' Society Henry Floyd.

New Orleans, La Academy of Sciences
|

Andrew F. McLain, M. D.

New Orleans, La ; Ellis Circulating Library
j

George Ellis and Bro.

New Orleans, La Fiske Free Library Luther Homes.

New Orleans, La ' Librarie de la Famille Am. Sutton.

New Orleans, La
j Louisiana State Library .;.. Miss E.Richardson.

New Orleans, La Louisiana Turnverein Jacob Strcil.

New Orleans, La , New Orleans Law Association R. P. Upton.

New Orleans, La
j

Public School and Lyceum Library : Mrs. C. W. Culbertson.

Auburn, Me | Androscoggin County Law Library \

Daniel P. Atwood, county

clerk.

Auburn, Me
j
Young Men's Christian Association

j

J- H.Otis.

Augusta, Me Kennebec County Law Library : William M. Stratton, clerk.

Augusta, Me Maine State Librarv
'

J- S. Hobbs.

Bangor, Me r Bangor Mechanics' Association
,

Daniel Halman.

Baugor, Me Bangor Theological Seminary i
Prof. Levi L. Paine.

Bangor, Me Penobscot Bar Library !
Albert W. Paine.

Bath.Me Patten Library Association A. B. Farnham.

Bath, Me Sagadahoc County Law Library A. C. Hewey.

Biddeford, Me Circulating Library j

Miss Emily Cleaves.

Biddeford, Me .". City Library j

Miss Mary M. Dyer.

Biddeford, Me i French Canadian Institute i James Stebbins.

Brunswick, Me Bowdoin College ! Alpheus S. Packard, D. D.

Brunswick, Me Maine Historical Society Rev. A. S. Packard.

Bucksport, Me Social Library A. Sparhawk.

Calais, Me St. Croix Library MaryJ. Arnold.

Cape Elizabeth, Me State Reform School Isaac Libby.

Castine, Me : Town Library P. J. Hooke.

Deering, Me Westbrook Seminary D. W.'Hawkes.

Dexter, Me Mercantile Library L. S. Satford.

Eastport, Me Sentinel Circulating Library E. H. Wadsworth.

Ellsworth, Me City Library Addie True.

Fairfleld, Me Village Library George M. TwitchelL
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Gardiner, Me .

Hallowell, Me.

Houlton, Me..

Kqnt's Hill ...

Lowiston, Me.

Lewiston, Me.

Lewiston, 'Me .

Lewiston, Me .

Lewiston, Me .

Lewiston, Me.

Machias, Me. .

Orono, Me

Portland, Me
Portland, Me
Portland, Me
Richmond, Me
Saco, Mo
Saco. Me

Skowhegan, Me.....

South Berwick, Ee .

Thoinaston, Me
Tliomaston, Me

Topshara, Me ...

Watcrville, Me
Wiseasset, Me

Annapolis, Md
Annapolis, Md
Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md
Baltimore.Md

Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md ,

Baltimore, Md
Baltimore.Md

Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md

Baltimore, Md ,

Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md

Baltimore, Md
Baltimore, Md
Charlotte Hall, Md.,

College Station, Md .

Kimncttsburg, Md . ,

Public Library

Social Library

Library Association

Maine Wesleyan Seminary and Female

College.

Bates College

Bates College, Theological School...

French's Circulating Library

Manufacturers' and Mechanics' Library

Parker's Circulating Library

Stevens & Co.'s Circulating Library

Washington County Bar Library

Maine State College of Agriculture and

Mechanic Arts.

Mechanic Apprentices' Library

Mercantile Library

Portland Institute and Public Library

Library Association

Saco Athenacnum -

York Institute

Library Association

Library Association

Ladies' Library

State Prison

Johnson Home School

Colby University . . i

Lincoln County Law Library

Maryland State Library

United States Naval Academy

Archiepiecopal Library

City Library

Concordia Library

Friends' Elementary and High School

General Society for aid of Mechanics

House of Refuge

Library Company of the Baltimore Bar

Maryland Academy of Sciences

Maryland Historical Society

Maryland Institute

M cirantile Library Association

Odd Fellows' Library

I Valmdy Institute

Public School Library

St. Catherine's Normal Institute

Social Democratic Turners' Union

South Baltimore Mechanics' Library Asao-

cintion.

Young Men's Catholic Association

Voiini: Men's Christian Association

Washington and Stonewall Library

Mercer Littr.ary Society

Mt. St. Mary 'tt College

Mrs. S. H. Heath.

Annie F. Page.

Hadley Fairfield.

A. F. Chase, A. M.

Prof. J. Y. Stanton, A. M.

Andrew J. Eastman.

Addie M. Dunn.

Mary A. Little.

B. W. Parker.

Stevens &. Co.

P. H. Longfellow, Co. clerk.

George H. Haailiu.

J. B. Thorndike.

M i.-s D. P. Coombs.

Edward A. Noyes.

William II. Stuart.

George A. Emery.
S. M.Watson.

M. I >. Johnson..

A. Carpenter.

Miss Ina Creighton.

D. J. Starrett.

D. L. Smith.

Prof. E. W. Hall.

Geo. B. Sawyer, Co. clerk.

John H. T. Magruder.

Prof. Thomas Karney.

Rev. T. S. Lee, custodian.

John S. Brown.

G. Schweckeudiek.

E. M. Lamb.

Paul F. Franzke.

S. T. Ewing.

Daniel T. Chandler.

Anthony M. Smith.

John (i. C.iitchcll.

A. F. I.u.tby.

John W. M. Lee.

A. T. King.
V II Morrison, provost

Prof. II. K. Shepherd, super-

intendent public instruc-

tion.

and.

Charles T. Mitchell.

I.. P. H

II P Ail.mit.

II \l iv Bond,

r'rimci* M. Took.

Kev. \Villiim J.Hill.
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ii. Mass Mechanic*' Apprentices' Library

15 iston. Mass. Mi dical Library Association

1; i.-ioii, Mass Mercantile Library

Boston, Mass Merrill's Library

Boston, Mass j

Naval Library aud Institute.

Boston, Mass

Boston, Mass

Boston, Mass

Boston, Mass

Boston, Mass .

Boston, Mass.

Boston, Mass.

Boston, Mass

ston, Mass .

ston, Mass

Boston, Mass.

Boston, Mass

Boston, Mass.

Boston, Mass.

Xew Church Library
Xew England Historic-Genealogical Society

Post Library, Fort Warren
Public Institutions, Deer Island

Public Library

Roxbury Atheuamm

Roxbury Society for Medical Improvement.
Seamen's Friend Society

Social Law Library

State Library

Weston's Pioneer Library ;

Young Men's Christian Association...,
j

Young Men's Christian Union

Young Women's Christian Association
]

Public Library

Social Library

Union Library

Thayer Public Library

Ladies' Library ,

Public Library ^.

Merrifik Public Library

Public Library

Town Library

Harvard College

Harvard University Divinity School

Harvard University Law School

Cambridge Horticultural Society

Dana Library

Public Library

Social Library

Young Men's Library Association . .

Social Library

Public Library

Library Association

Boxford, Mass

Hoylston Centre, Mass

Bradford, Mass

Braintree, Mass

Brewster, Mass

Brockton, Mass

Brookfleld, Mass

Brooklino, Mass

Burlington, Mass

Cambridge, Mass -*.

Cambridge, Mass

Cambridge, Mass

Cambridgeport, Mass

Cambridgeport, Mass
<

'

: 1 1 1 1 n 1 1, Mass

Canton, Mass
< 'hailton, Mass

Chclmsford, Mass

Chelsea, Mass

Cheshire, Mass

Chesterfield, Mans Town Library
(

'

ii icopee, Mass ;

Town Library

lintou, Mass Bigelow Free Public Library

-.'Hill Tufts College

College Hill Universalist Historical Societv

Concord, Mass Public Library

I 'in i way, Mass Social Li bran

Cmmniiijrton, Mass I'.ryant Library

Dalton.Mass Daltnn l.ibran

D.mvers. Mass IVabndy Library

73 E

Thomas J. Thomson.

J. R. Chartwick.

Clara 15. Fla^'-.

Charles II. Merrill.

Dr. Henry Lyou.

Richard Ward.

John Ward Dean.

O. E. Herrick, post chaplain.

Col. J. C. Wbiton, superin-

tendent.

Justin Winsor.

Sarah E. Pitts.

F. W. Goss. M.D.

S. H . Hayes, corresponding

secretary.

F. W. Yaughan.

Samuel C. Jackson, (acting.)

John H. Weston.

J. K. dray.

John F. Locke.

C. V. Driukwater, superin

tendent

S. D. Gamin. 11.

Charles E. Wright.

A. A. IngeraolL

Abbie M. Arnold.

Caroline A. Dugan.
M. F. Southworth.

Martha J.W.Carkiu.

Mary A. Bean.

Charles G. Foster.

John L. Sibley, A, M.

James Denuison, A. M.

John Hincs Arnold.

Edwin A. Hall, aecrvtaiy.

Alraira L. Hayward.

K. L. Weston.

Miss Fannie E. Tu<

Nelson Melntvrc.

Edwin H. I'ai khurst.

M. .1. Simpson.

Man K. Marl in.

Judson All

(Jeorgc V. Whrrlofk.

George W. Weeks, seer*

t.ii\ i't" board.

W. i;. Shipmnn. A.M.

Thomas .I.S.r

KlI.-nF. Whitney.

A. r \: :

L. II. Town.

Maria (

A. Simmer Howard.
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Dedham, Mass Dedbam Historical Society John D. Cobb.

Dfilliain, Mass Norfolk County Law Library Erastu8Wasuington,count;

clerk.

Dedbam Public Library Francis M. Mann.

Deerfleld, Mass Reading Association Library M. G. Pratt.

Dennis, Mass Dennis Library S. K. Hall.

East Attleboro', Mass .. Daily Circulating Library Miss H. N. Capron.

East Bridg<5water, Mass Library Association J. Henry Potter.

East Cambridge, Mass St. John's Literary Institute Hugh V. Wbouskey.
East Dennis, Mass Association Library Fannie.C. Sears.

East Hampton, Mass Public Library Association Miss D. C. Miller.

East Walpole, Mass East Walpole Library M.A.Coburn.

Erving, Mass Library Association Mrs. Albert Briggs.

Fairbaven, Mass Library Association Georgia E. Fairfield.

Fall River, Mass^ Public Library William R. Ballard.

Falmonth, Mass First Congregational Church Sam. F. Robinson.

Fitchburg, Mass North District Medical Society George D. Colony.

Fitchburg, Mass Public Library P. C. Rice.

Foxborougb, Mass . Boydeu Library Sarah B. Doolittle.

Framingbam, Mass Town Library Miss Ellen M. Kendall.

Franklin, Mass Franklin Library "Waldo Daniels.

Free Town, Mass Free Town Law Library H. A.Francis, town clerk.

Georgetown, Mass Peabody Library Richard Penney.

Gill, Mass Town Library Josiah D. Canning.

Globe Village, Mass Hamilton Free Library James F. Blane.

Gloucester, Mass Sawyer Free Library Joseph L. Stevens, jr., sa

perintendent.

Grafton, Mass Grafton Library D. W. Norcross.

Great Barrington, Mass ... Library Association
*

W. H. Parks.

Greenfield, Mass Library Association Fannie E. Moody.

Groton, Mass First Parish and Sunday School Library John Wilson.

Groton, Mass Public Library Charles Woolley , j r.

Harvard, Mass Public Library Mrs. A. M. Harrod.

Harvard, Mass :... The Union Library Elijah Myrick.

Hatfield, Mass Social Library E. F. Billings.

Haverhill, Mass Morse &. Son's Circulating Library G. D. Morse.

Haverhill, Mass Public Library Edward Capen.

Hingham.Mass Public Library Daniel Wing.

Hingham, Mass Second Social Library Ella W. Hobart.

Hinsdale, Mass Public Library Association Miss Mary Barrows.

Holbrook, Mass Public Library Z. Aaron French.

Holyoke, Mass Public Library Sarah E.Ely.

Hopkinton, Mass Young M un's Christian Association Elisha Frail.

Honsatonic, Mass The Cone Library Emma S. Judil.

Hubbardston, Mass Public Library Sarah E. Mareau.

Hudson, Mass Public Library Miss Amelia G. Whitin;

Hyde Park, Mass Public Library William E. Foster.

Jamaica Plain. Mass Jamaica Plain Circulating Library Silas Poole.

Kingston, Mass Library Association H. S. Everson.

Lakevi lie, Mass Town Library '. S. T. Sampson.

Lan?aster, Mass Town Library Alice G. Chandler.

Lanesborongh, Mass Library Association Miss A. C. Burliogham.

Lawrence, Mass Free Public Library F. U. Hedge, jr.
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Northfleld, Mass First Parish Library

North field, Mass Social Library

North Heading, Mass Fliut Library

Norwood, Mass Free Public Library

Orange, Mass Town Library

Orleans, Mass Library Association

Oxford, Mas Free Public Library

Palmer, Mass Allen & Cowen's Circulating Library

Peabody, Mass !

Eben Dale Sutton Reference Library

Peabody, Mass Peabody Institute

Phillipston, Mass ; Phillips Free Public Library

Pittsfield, Mass i Berkshire Athenaeum

Pittsfield, Mass Berkshire Law Library Association

Plymouth, Mass . Pilgrim Society

Plymouth, Mass Public Library

Provincetown, Mass Public Library

Quincy ,
Mass National Sailors' Home

Quincy, Mass Public Library

Randolph, Mass Ladies' Library Association

Randolph, Mass Mechanics' Library

Randolph, Mass Reading Room Library

Reading, Mass Public Library

Rockland, Mass Library Association

Rookport, Mass Public Library

Roylston, Mass Public Library

Roe, Mass Town Library

Rutland, Mass Public Library

Salem, Mass ,.. Charitable Mechanic A ssociation

Salem, Mass Essex Agricultural Library

Salem, Mass '. Essex County Law Library

Salem, Mass Essex Institute

Salem, Mass Essex Lodge, LO. O. F
Salem, Mass

' Essex South District Medical Society

Salem, Mass Fraternity Lodge, I. O. 0. F

Salem, Mass Salem Athenaeum

Salisbury, Mass Agricultural Library

Sandwich, Mass 1 Saudwich Circulating Library

Sheffield, Mass i Friendly Union

Shelburne Centre, Mass First Independent Social Library Company
Shelbnrne Falls, Mass Arms Library

Sherborn, Mass Public Library

Shirley Village, Mass Shaker Community

Shrewsbury, Mass Free Public Library

Somerville, Mass |

Public Library

Southboro', Mass Fay Library

Southbridge, Mass Public Library

South Dedham, Mass Norwood Public Library

South Dennis, Mass Library Association

South Gardner, Mass ! South Gardner Social Library

South Hadley, Mass ! Mt. Holyoke Female Seminary

South Natick, Mass J Historical, Natural History and Library So-

ciety.

South Scituate, Mass
'

James Library ;

Charles L. Holton.

A.C. Parsons.

Mrs. F. A. Musgrave.

Francis Tinker.

M. L. Eastman.

B. F. Seabury, secretary.

L. E. Thayer.

Allen &. Cowen.

Miss Mary J. Floyd.

Theodore M. Osborue.

Mrs. T. H. Chaffin.

E. G. Hubbel.

James M. Barker.

Win. T. Davis, president.

Joseph L. Brown.

Miss Salome A. Gifford.

W. L. Faxon, M. D., sup't

Cora I. Young.
Mrs. Mary A. Dubois.

Miss Susan Alden.

V. H. Deane.

Alice B. Temple.
Amelia Pool

Thomas F. Parsons, jr.

Obadiah Walker.

Horace A. Smith.

Sarah E. Taylor.

Joseph Swasey.
John S. Ives.

Alfred A. Abbott, Co. clerk

William P. rphani.

John Wilson.

William Neilson, M. D.

Will L. Welch, treasurer li

brary committee.

Miss L. H. Smith.

George Currier.

Frederick Pope.

Mary R. Leonard.

Charles Welles.

Mrs. Ozro Miller.

George B. Hooker.

John Whiteley, elder.

Assuath F. Eaton.

Miss H. A. Adams.

Laura M. Chamberlain.

Miss A. J. Cornins.

Francis Tinker.

Mrs. Freeman Gage.

L. W. Brown.

Mrs. Mary O. Nutting.

Rev. Samuel D. Hosmer.

W. H. Fish.
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Spencer, Mass

Springboro', Mass

Springfield, Mass

Springfield, Mass

Springfield. Mass

Springfie'd, Ma38

Springfield, Mass

Sterling, Mass

Stockbridge, Mass

Stoneham, Mass

Stoughtou, Mass

Stoughton, Mass

Sturbridge, Mass

Sunderl-'nd, Mass

Sutton, Mass

Swanipscotr, Mass

Taunton, Mass

Taunton, Mass

Taunton, Maas

Templetoti.Mass

Templeton, Mass

Tewksbury, Mass

Topsfield, Mass
j

Townsend, Mass
j

Upton, Mass
|

TJxbridge, Mass '

Vineyard Haven, Mass

Wakefield, Mass

"Wales, Mass

"Waltbam, Mass

"Ware, Mass

Warwick, Mass

Watertown, Mass

Watertown, Mass

Wa .viand, Mass

Wellesley, Mass

Well fleet, Mass

Westboru', .Mass

West Brookfleld, Mass

West Dennis, Mass

Westfleld, Mass

Westford, Mass

Westminster, Mass

West Newbury, Mass

Weston, Mass

West Roxbury ,
Mass

West Scituate, Mass

West Springfield, Mass

Whately, Mass

Wilhraham, Mass

Wilbrabam, Mass ...
f j

Wilbrahara, Mass

Williamstown, Mass ....

Public Library

Library Company
Central Circulating Library

City Library Association

Gill & Hayes
1

Circulating Library

Hampden County Law Library

Young Men's Christian Association

Free Public Library
Jackson Library

Public Library

Public Library

Stoughton Circulating Library
Public Library.-

Sunderland Library

Sutton Free Library
Town Library

Bristol County Law Library Association

Dickerman's Circulating Library

Public Library

Boynton Free Public Library

Ladies' Social Circle

State Almsbouse

Town Library

Public Library

Town Library

Free Public Library

Sailors' Free Library

Beebe Town Library

Library Association

Public Library

Young Men's Library Association

Public Library

Free Public Library

United States Arsenal

Free Public Library

Literary Association

Workers' Library

Free Public Library

Public Library

Public Library

AthcnnMim

Town Library

Westminster Library

Library Association

Town Library

Free Library

Assinippl Library

I'M Mir Library

Whately Library

Club Library

Union Philosophical Sm-irty

Wesleyan Aradrniy

Williams College

Liberty W. Worthington.

F. W. Wright.

Miss E. A. Leavitt.

Rev. William Ki<e.

D. W. Gill.

Robert O. Morris*

S. J. Lincoln.

Nellie A. Willanl.

Miss J. L. Itanium.

James Peyton.

Wales French.

Mamie E. Kellogg.

Miss Emeline Hutcliins.

Mary A. Warner.

J. W. Stockwell.

Curtis Mt-rritt.

Simeon Borden.

II. A. Dickernian.

Walters. Bisr ...

H. F. Lane.

II. I'. Lane.

T. J. Marsh, superintenden t .

Sidney A. Mcrriam.

Charles O*go-il.

George II. Stoddard.

F. W. Barnes.

I). W. Stevens.

Victorino E. Marsh.

Warren Shaw.

A. J. Lathrop.

F. H. Greaville Gilbert.

Samuel P. French, M. D.

Solon F. Whitney.

Captain Cullon Bry:>.nt.

James S. Draper.

L. A. (Ira nt.

Miss B. R. Freeman.

Jane S. Preston.

T. S. Knowlton.

George L. Davis.

T. L. Buell.

I . A. Beau.

Marion P. Ames.

O. G. Chase.

John Coburn.

C. Cowing.

Benjamin N. CurtU.

John M. Harmon.

LMCIMS I'. Monc.

Churlr* A. Sti-nli.'i.

Nathan A. Warren.

IVii.juinin Gill.

II ilritlin, D.D.
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Wilmington, Mass Public Library Charles W. Swain.

~\Yi lichen don, Mass Public Library Mrs. Wheeler Poland.

"Winchester, Mass Town Library A. Chapiu. trustee.

Woburn, Mass Town Library Elizabeth H. Woodberry.

Worcester, Mass
'

American Antiquarian Society S. F. Haven.

Worcester, Mass Cbamberlaiii's Circulating Library Charles II. Fisher.

Worcester, Mass College of the Holy Cross Rev. K. A. MHim k. S. J.

Worcester, Mass ,

Worcester, Mass .

Worcester, Mass .

Worcester, Mass .

Free Public Library Samuel S. Green.

South End Circulating Library V.I). Clemenee. j-.

Technical Institute of Reference C. 0. Thompson.
Worcester Academy J. D. Smith.

Worcester, Mass Worcester County Free Institute of Indus- C. O. Thompson.
trial Science.

Worcester, Mass Worcester County Horticultural Society John C. Xewton.

Worcester, Mass .

Worcester, Mass .

Worcester, Mass .

Worcester County Law Library Joseph Mason.

Worcester County Mechanics' Association.. Jcanuette P. Babbitt.

Worcester County Musical Association G. W. Elbins.

Worcester, Mass Worcester District Medical Association Lewis S. Dixon. M. U.

Yarmouth, Mass ! Library Association William J. Davis.

Adrian, Mich Adrian College A. H. Lowrie.

Adrian, Mich
'

Ladies' Library Association Mrs. A. Howell.

Albion.Mich Albion College W. M. Osbaml.

Albion, Mich Ladies' Library Association Mrs. E. Southworth.

Allegan, Mich Literary and Library Association D. A. McMartin.

Alpena, Mich Union School William D. Hitchcock.

Ann Arbor, Mich University of Michigan .' Andrew Ten Brock.

Battle Creek, Mich.
;

Ladies' Library Association Mrs. E. A. Tomliuson.

BayCity, Mich Bay County Law Library H. A. Braddock.

Bay City, Mich Public Library Miss Jennie Gilbert.

Big Rapids, Mich Literary Association Miss E. A. Cook.

Buchanan, Mich Township Library Will E. Plimpton.

Corunua, Mich i Ladies' Library Association Miss Mollie E. Kelsey.

Detroit, Mich Bar Library Mrs. Emma James.

Detroit, Mich Detroit Mechanics' Society Harry E. Starkey.

Detroit, Mich Public Library Henry Chaney.

Detroit, Mich Young Men's Society .. James X. Gatland.

Fenton, Mich Ladies' Library Association Miss Carrie Kimball.

Flint, Mich Ladies' Library Association Mrs. R. J. S. Page.

GrandRapids, Mich Public Library Mrs. Charles R. B.ieoii.

Greenville, Mich Ladies' Library Association Mrs. D. S. Sapp.

Honghton, Mich Houghton County Historical Society John Chassel.

Ionia, Mich Ladies' Library Association Mrs. Marian Hall.

Ishpeming, Mich Township Library J. C. Foley.

Jackson, Mich School Library M. M. Lawton.

Jackson.Mich Young Men's Association Ellen P. Fish.

Xalamazoo, Mich Ladies' Library Association Mrs. D. B. "Webster.

Kalamazoo, Mich Public Library Mary J. Westcott.

Kalamazoo, Mich Young Men's Library Association Mary J. Wnlcott.

Lansing, Mich Library and Literary Association Mrs. T. W. Westcott.

Lansing, Mich Public Library E. J. W. Brokau.

Lansing, Mich State Agricultural College Georgg T. FairchiM.

Lansing, Midi State Library Mrs. H. A. TVnney.

Lapeer, Mich Ladies' Library Association. Mrs. A. Vosburg.

Marquette, Mich City Library Joseph H. Primean.
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Marshall, Mich Ladies' Library Association Miss Eva Dibble.

M >nroe, Mich City Library John Davis.

Muskegon, Mich Library Association H. H. Holt.

Olivet, Mich Olivet College Charles P. Chase. A.M.

O.vosso, Mich Ladies' Library Association Mrs. H. McBain.

]')it Huron, Mich Ladies' Library Association .* Mrs. L. M. Huntington.

St. Clair, Mich Ladies' Library Association Miss Lizzie A. Graw.

Stiirgis, Mich Library Association Mrs. S. Hirsch.

Tbree Rivers, Mich Ladies' Library Mrs. J. W. Arnold.

Three Kivers, Mich Lockport Township Library David Knox.jr.

Y|.silanti, Mich State Normal School D. Putnam.

<'aat field. Minn Library Association Kollin A. <

'

Duluth, Minn Library Association Mrs. M. A. Brinkerhntf.

F.iribiinlt, Minn Library Association Mark Wells.

Hustings, Minn Library Association Miss S. L. Rich.

Minneapolis, Minn Augsburg Seminary Prof. S. R. Guuneraon.

Minneapolis, Minn Minneapolis Athen;eum Thomas II. Williams.

Minneapolis, Minn Young Men's Christian Association William Petram.

North tiehl, Minn Carluton College Prof. J. H. Chamberlain.

Owatonna, Minn Literary Association James M. Burlingamc.

Red Wing, Minn.

Rochester, Minn .

Rochester, Minn .

Lawrence fc Go's. Circulating Library Lawrence i Co.

German Library Association Henry Kolb.

Library Association Mrs. Martha T. Newton.

St. Cloud, Minn Union Library Charles I;

St. Joseph, Minn St. John's Theological Seminary Bernard Locnikar.

St. Paul, Minn Minnesota Historical Society J. F. Williams.

St. Paul, Minn Minnesota State Library John C. Shaw.

Si. Paul, Minn St. Paul Library Mary S. Creek.

St. Peter, Minn St. Peter Library Thomas Montgomery.

Stillwater, Minn Library Association J. A. Love.

Wi a, Minn Winoim Library 11. IV Sargeant.

Jark.son, Miss.... Mississippi State Library lohn Williams.

Natchez, Miss Natchez Institute J. W. Henderson.

Rodney, Miss Alcorn University Prof. G. B. Vashon.

r.ninswick, Mo Library Association Isaac II. Kinley.

Canton, Mo Canton Library Mrs. B. B. Brooks.

Canton, Mo Risk's Library J. C. Ki>k.

Columbia, Mo Stephen's Female College. Miss E. A. Barnh-'UM-.

Columbia, Mo University of Missouri Dr. .!.(!. Norwood.

I'Xvctte, Mo Central College Rev. W. G. Miller. M.D.

Hannibal, Mo Merrantile Library Association Mrs. N. .1. <

Independence, Mo Library Association lobn I'.i yant.

Kansas City, Mo Felteiman's Circulating Library .It'. F,Herman.

Kansas City, Mo Law Library W. .1. Ward.

Kansas City, Mo Wliittomoro's Circulating Library .1. K. Wbitteniore.

.Liberty, Mo William Jewell College Plot.. I. K. I'.aton. A M.

Louisiana, Mo Public School Library lusi-jdi M. White.

K. ilia, Mo Missouri School of Mines and Metallurgy .. Conn V.,

St. diaries, Mo Public. School Library 101 U ll.-i:

St. Charles, Mo ,
St. Charles Catholic Library Iain.- C. II.

St., Joseph. M,, Carl Fuelling's Library Call Fuelling.

St. Joseph, Mo Law Library I'-'" ' Wood-on

St. Jos.. ph. Mo Public School Lil-rarv "...

StJoseph.Mo Woolworth and Colt's Cin-ulaiiiii: Library I'. 1
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St. Louis, Mo Academy of Science John Jay Bailey.

St. Louis, Mo :

College of the Christian Brothers Brother Si-v.-riau.

St. Louis, Mo German Evangelical Lutheran Conconlia I'rof. Martin Gunther.

Coll i

St. Louis, Mo German ia Siengerbiuid Fred. Monti'

St. Louis, Mo .Law Library Association Gi'orgo \Y. (Just off.

St. Louis, Mo Public School Library .' John Jay Bailey.

St. Louis, Mo St. Louis Medical College . Dr. J. S. I!. Alleyne.

St. Louis, Mo St. Louis Mercantile Library John X. Dyer.

St. Louis, Mo St. Louis Ttirnverein Thigo Gol Inter.

St. Louis, Mo St. Louis University C. J. Leib, S. J.

Springfield, Mo L>nvry College <;i-orge II. A shies, A. M
Troy, Mo ;

Social Library Mrs. S. McK. Fisher.

'Warrensbnrg, Mo Enoch Clark Library George W. Uayhill, sec.

Helena, Mont j Library Association Miss L.Guthrie.

Lincoln, Xebr ; Xebraska State Library Guy A. Brown.

Lincoln, Xebr Public Library Association Mrs. Ada Van Pelt.

Otnaha, Xebr Omaha Library Delia L. S.

Carson City, Xev
j

State Library John J. Ginn.

Virginia City, Xev I. O. O. F. Library Association George Cribble.

Virginia City, Xev Masonic Library of Storey County Elbert S. Kincaid.

A shuelot, X. H A shuelot Union Ellen M. Biirnhaiu.

Amherst, X. II Library Association Miss Hattie I. Hawkins.

Charlestown, X. II . . . . Social Library Samuel Webber.

Claremont, X. H Cook Club Charles JI. Long.

Claremont, X. H Fiske Free Library A. J. Swain.

Concord, X. H New Hampshire Asylum tor Insane J. P. Brown .

Concord, X. II

Concord, X. H
Concord, X. H
Contoocook, X. H

Xe\v Hampshire Historical Society Samuel C. Eastman.

Public Library Frederick S. Crawford.

State Library William H. Kim'.mll.

Xew Hampshire Antiquarian Society H. A. Fellows.

Dover, X. H. Dover Library John II. White.

Dublin, X. H Juvenile and Social Library M. D. Mason.

East Franklin, X. H
;

Aiken Association Emma Biitterworth.

Exeter, X. H Town Library B. Marion Fernnld.

Farmington, X. H Circulating Library v A. C. Xewell.

Farmington, X. II Farmington Library Josiah B. Edgerly.

Fisherville, X. H Library Association Mary II. Gage.

Fitzwilliam, X. II Town Library Miss Julia A. Dyar.

Francestown, X. H Town Library C. Burgess Root.

Franklin, X. H Library Association. ...' Annie Xesmith.

Great Falls, X. H Manufacturers' and Village Library E. J. Kandall.

Great Falls, X. II Th wing's Circulating Library A. Thwing.

Hanover, X. H Shattttck Observatory, Dartmouth College .. Prof. C. A. Young,

Hinsdalo, X. H Public Library Miss A It hea Stearns.

Hollis, X. II Social Library Levi Abbott.

Keene, X. H Public Library Cyrus Piper, jr.

Laconb, X. H Johnson's Circulating Library .. Frank P. Watson.

Lancas'er, X. H Public Library Isabel Heywood.

Littleton, X. H Village Library Mrs. Laura Lunley.

Manchester, X. II City Library Charles H. Marshall.

Milford, X. II Free Library Appli-ton M. Hatch.

Mt. Vt rmn.X. H Appleton Library George W. Todd.

Nashua. X. II City Library Emily IJ. Towne.
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Xew Hampton, X. H
New Hampton, X. II

Xew Hampton, X. H
Xew Market, X.H..

Peterboro', X. II

Plymouth, X. H ,

Portsmouth, X. H
Portsmouth, X. H
Portsmouth, X. H
Rochester, X. H
Ilolling'sFord, X. H
ShaKer Village, X. II

Union, N.H
"Washington, X. II

Wilton.N.H

Winchester, X. H
Windham, X. II

Atlantic City, X. J

Blooratield, X.J

Bricksburg, X. J

Bridgeton, X. J

Canulen, X. J

Elizabeth, X. J. .

Elizabeth, X. J

Elizabeth, N.J

Frauklinville, X. J

Hoboken, X. J

Jersey City, X. J

Jersey City, X. J

Madison, X. J

Millville, X.J

Montclair, X. J

Mount Holly, X. J

Mount Holly, X. J

Xewark, X. J

Newark.X.J

Newark, X. J

rk.X.J

New Albany, X.J.

Germantc Dilectse Scierti;e Library

Literary Adelphi Library

Social Fraternity

Library Association

Town Library

Young Ladies' Circulating Library Associa-

tion.

Mechanics' Association Library

Mercantile Library Association

Portsmouth Athemeutu

Social Library Company
Salmon Falls Library Association

Shaker Community
Village Library

Shedd Free Library

Public Library

"Washington Library Association.

Xcsiuith Village,

Literary Association

Library Association

Library Association

Young Men's Christ inn Association

Library and Literary Association

Elizabeth Circulating Library

Putnam Circulating Library

Young Men's Christian Association

lona Morn ing Star

Franklin Lyceum

Bergen Library

Young Men's Christian Association

Drew Theological Seminary

Millville Library and Heading lioom

Library Association

Burlington County Lyceum
Khees" Circulating Library

Howard Lodge, Xo. 7, I. ().(). F

Library Association

Xe\v Jersey Historical Society

New Brunswick, X. J.

New Brunswick, X. J.

Newton, X. J

Orange, X.J

Paterson, X. J

Paterson, X. J

Pennington, X. J

Princeton, N.J

Princeton, X.J

Young Men's Christian Association

Young Men's Christian Association

Red Bank, X. J

Salem, X.J..

Theological Semina-y of Informed Church.

Vonng Men's Christian Association

Den n is Library

Yountr Men's Christian Association

Manson's Circulating Library

Passaic County Historical Society

Pennington Seminary and Institute

Cull,'- New .Jersey

Tl logical Seminary of I'resl,

Church.

Worrell's Uiventide Library

Library Company

Ida M. Dolloff.

A-.i H. Xickerson.

L. X.Johnson.

Charles II. Smith.

Georgio A. Lynch.
Clara T. Clark.

Benjamin X. Parker.

Florou Barri.

S. K. Christie.

Henry KimbalL

Xathan Hill.

Henry C. Blinn, elder.

Charles W. Home.

Mrs. Ida Brockway.

Miss P. J. Barrett.

Henry Abbott.

Miss Clarissa Hills.

A.M. Ilailey.

D. G. Garabrant, se.

Miss Hattie E. Smith.

L. Logne.

Miss Emma L. Shaw.

George Ski nner.

Erastns G. Putnam.

William F. M
Miss K. Ford.

J. Limerick.

H.Caines.

C. I.. Kiggs.

>r Daniel I'. Ki blei

Lewis F. Mulford.

Israel Crane, secretary.

M. S. Puncoast.

R. A. Ubees.

Aaron C. Hay ward.

William E. Layton.

W. A. Whitehead, corre-

iiding secretary.

.lie.

Lewis H. Eddy, siiperiuteu

lent.

S. M. \\-,H,dbi

-:ont. chairiiian.

M l',urett.

William F.Candlrr.

J. I-:. Man-Hi.

William XoUon.

The4loie <;. Iloyauoft*.

Frederic Vinton.

. A. A ikon.

Willi.im II. Worrell.

Morris II Stv.itt..ii.
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Somerville, X. J

South Orange, X. J.

Trenton, X. J

Trenton, X. J

Trenton, X. J

Woodstown, X. J. . .

Albany, X.Y

Albany, X. T
Albany. X.Y

People'e Reading-Room and Library

Library Association ,

Fallaington Library Company
State Library

Young Men's Christian Association .

Pilesgrove Library Association

Albany County Law Library

Albany High School

Albany Institute ,

Binghamton, X. Y.

Binghamton, X. Y.

Bingbamton, X. Y.

Binghamton, X. Y.

Brockport, X. Y
Brooklyn, X. Y....

Brooklyn, X. Y
Brooklyn, X. Y....

Brooklyn, X. Y.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Brooklyn, X. Y.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Brooklyn, 2f. Y.

Buffalo, X.Y....

Buffalo, N.Y....

Buffalo, X.Y....

Buffalo, X.Y....

Buffalo, X.Y....

Buffalo, X.Y....

Buffalo, X.Y....

Buffalo, X.Y....

Buffalo, X. Y
Buffalo, X.Y
Buffalo, X.Y....

Buffalo, X.Y....

Buffalo. X. Y....

Albany, X. Y Attorney-General's Office

Albany, X. Y Court of Appeals

Albany, X. Y German Literatur Verein

Albany, X.Y State Library .-

Albany, X.Y Young Men's Association

Albany, X. Y Young Men's Catholic Lyceum
Albany, X. Y Young Men's Christian Association

Annandale, X. Y St. Stephen's College

Auburn, X.Y Anburn Theological Seminary

Auburn, X.Y Celtic Library and Benevolent Association..

Batavia, X. Y Literary Association

Bath, X.Y Library Association

Belmont, X. Y Allegany County Law Library

Canandaigna, X. Y Wood Library

Central Free School

Library Association

Sherwood Hollow Farmers' Club

State Inebriate Asylum
Beach Free Library

Brooklyn Law Library

Eastern District School Library

Free Reading Room and Library, (Church

of the Pilgrims.)

Long Island Historical Society

Mercantile Library

Packer Collegiate Institute

Union for Christian Work

Young Men's Christian Association

Youths' Free Library

Buffalo Catholic Institute

Buffalo Female Academy
Buffalo Historical Society

Buffalo Society of Xatural Sciences

Choral Union

Erie County Medical Society

German Young Men's Association >.

Grosvenor Library

Law Library, (Eighth Judicial District)

Malleable Iron Works Library

Mechanics' Institute

Young Men's Association

Young Men's Catholic Association

Canton, X.Y
'

Herring Library

James J. Bergen.

Grace Xewton.

Eliza Hance.

James S. McDonald.

Rev. D. Elwell.

William G. Flitcraft.

William E. Haswell.

Charles W. Cole.

Daniel J. Pratt, correspond -

hi 2 secretary.

S. W. Swaney.
E. 6. Perrin.

Julius Laventall.

Henry A. Homes.

Dwight Adams.

William H. Conley.

William Keeler.

Albert E. George.

Prof. E. A. Huntington.

William Gibbon.

Mrs. M. E. Sheffield.

R. L. May.
W. H. H. Russell, county

clerk.

Miss Ellie S. Collier.

Miss Lucy King.

Eber S. Deviue.

A. G. Gridley.

Timothy Frye.

S. C. Belts.

Samuel S. Martin.

John Anderson.

George Hannah.

S. B. Xoyes.

Hannah J. Garahan.

John Thomson.

A. S. Emmons.

Louise X. Rose.

A. Fomes.

A. T. Chester.

George S. Armstrong.

Charles Linden.

0. J. Wilcox.

James B. Samo.

Dr. F. A. Haupt.

Arthur Benedict.

F. P. Murray.

E. D. Warren.

William M. Bloomer.

William Ives.

Edward G. McGowan.

Calista S. Marshall.

E. E. Fisher, M. D.
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Canton, X. Y
Cartnel, X. T
Cohoes, N. Y
College Point, N. T
College Point, N. Y
College Point, N. Y
College Point, N. Y
Corning, N. Y
Cornwall, N. Y

Dunkirk, X. Y
Elmira, X. Y

St. Lawrence University

Village Library

District School Library

Harmonic Library

Krakehlia Library

Poppenbusen Institute

Turner Society

Corning Library

Cornwall Circulating Library Association .

Public Library

Cheniung County Law Library

Elmira, N. Y
Elmira, N. Y
Elmira, X.Y...

Flushing, X. Y
Fort Edward, X. Y
Fredonia, X. Y
Geneseo Village, X. Y.

Geneva, X. Y
Goshen, X. Y

Greene, X. Y
Hamilton, X. Y
Havana, X. Y
Hornellsville, X. V.

Elmira Farmers' Club

German Library Association '..

Young Men's Christian Association

Library Association

Fort Edward Collegiate Institute...,

State Xormal and Training School

Wadsworth Library

Hobart College

Young Men's Christian and Library Asso-

ciation.

Li brary of School District Xo. 4 . .'

Madison University

Havaua Library

Hornell Librarv ..

Hudson, X. Y
Huntiiigton, X. Y

Ilion, X. Y
Ithaca, X. Y
Ithaca, X. Y
Jamestown, X.Y
Kingston, X. Y
Lausingburgh, X.

%
Y

Little Falls, N. Y
Little Valley, X. Y
Lockport, X. Y
Matteawan, X. Y .

May ville, X. Y
Middletown, X. Y

Morrisville, X. Y..

Morrisville, X. Y
Mi. MniTis,X.Y
Xew Brighton, X. Y
Xewburgh, X. Y
N'ewburgh, X. Y
Xewburiih, X. Y
Xew York, X. Y
Xew York, X. Y
New York, X. Y
Xew York, X.Y
Xew York, X. Y

Franklin Library Association

Public Library

Free Library of Liberal Christian Society..

Cornell Free Public Library

Cornell University

City Circulating Library

Library of Third Judicial District

Public School Library

Union School

Cattaraugus County Law Library

Union School District Library

Howland Circulating Library

Union School

Middltttnwn Lyceum
Chamber*' Loan Library

Madison County Law Library

Union Free School

Sailors' Snug Harbor

Free Library

Xcwblirull Theological Si-llliliar\

St. Patrick's Library

Academy of Sri .Tin's

American I'.iblr Society

American Eclectic I.Unary

American Ktlinolo^ical Sm-irtv

American Geographical Soriclx

E. E. Fisher, M. D.

Arthur Townsend.

Bernard Acheson.

Charles Gloeckner.

C. Decker.

Joseph Schrenk.

Franz Dockendorf.

Anna B. Maynard.

Mary C. Clark.

Miss Clare King.

John G. Copley, county

clerk.

Michael H. Thnrston.

Joseph Surganty.

Ira F. Hart, corresponding

secretary.

C. Howells.

J. De "Witt Miller.

John AV. Armstrong.

Mrs. C. B. Olmsted.

Charles D. Vail, A. M.

O. E. Millspaugh.

Joseph E. Jnliand.

Prof. X. L. Andrews.

Lucy A. Tracy.

R. M. Tuttle, corresponding

secretary.

Miss Fannie Powers.

Miss Maria Downs.

William J. Lewis.

\V. K. Humphrey.
Prof. Wilhml Fiske.

Willie Dunnibue.

\V.H. Smith.

James C. Comstock.

Aildie A. Applry.

K. A. Nash.

James Ferguson.

.Joseph X. Hail. '.in.

Thomas J. Pratt.

Mis-i Kosa O^den.

\Villiani P.Chan.bi'ra.

L. I', ('lurk, county clerk.

Hurr Lewis.

I .-lullM.

I;. V. K. Montfort.

Bar.J.O. !> Kin.;

John OT.ricn

It <i. Amend.

1-M\\. \V. liilman.

Kobci i
-

Henry T. I>ro\\ tie.

A Iran S. South worth, soc'y.
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New York,'

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York, X. Y

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

, New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

New York,

Y.., ........ . American Institute .......................

Y ........... American Institute of Architects ..........

V .......... . American Numismatic ami Archaeological

Society.

Y ........... American Philological Society .............

Y .......... Apprentices' Library .......................

Y ........... Aschenbroedel Verein ...................... i

Y ........... Astor Library ..............................

Y ........... Bar Association .............................

Y ........... Chamber of Commerce .....................

Y ...........
'

City Library ................................

Y ...........
j College of the City of Xew York ......... ..

Y ...........
j

Columbia College ...........................

Y ........... Columbia College, School of Mines ..........

Y ........... Cooper Union ...............................

Y ...........
I

Fire Department Library and Lyceum ......

Y ........... General Theological Seminary of .P. E.

Church.

Y ........... Grand Lodge F. <fc A.M .....................

Y ........... Harlem Library ............................

Y ........... Houseof Refuge ............................
j

Y ...........
'

Institution for Deaf and Dumb .............

Y ........... Ladies' Five Points Mission ................ ;

Y ........... Law Institute .............................. '

Y ........... Liederkranz .......................... .....

Y ........... Ludlow Street Jail .........................

Y ........... Medical Library and Journal Association . .

Y ........... ! Mercantile Library Association .............

Y ........... - Medico-Legal Society .................- .....

Y ........... Mott Memorial Free Medical and Surgical

Library.

New York Genealogical and Biographical

Society.

Y ........... New York Historical Society ...............

Y ........... New York Society Library . ...............

Y ........... Oriental Coterie Library ....................

Y ...........
I Presbyterian Hospital ......................

Standard Club ............ . .................

Supreme Court, First Judicial District ......

Tnrnverein .................................

Union Theological Seminary ................

Verein Frenndschaft .......................

Y ........... "Washington Heights Library ...............

Y ........... Woman's Library ..........................

Y ........... Young Men's Christian Association .........

Y... . Young Women's Christian Association ......

Y ...........

Y ...........

Y ...........

Y

Niagara Falls, N. Y
Norwich, N. Y
Oneida.N. Y
Oswego, N. Y
Oswego, N. Y Oswego High School

Oyster Bay, N. Y Lyceum Library

Port Chester, X. Y. School District Library

Seminary of Our Lady of Angels

Circulating Library Association

Oneida Community .'

City Library

John W. Cbaml>er8.

A. G. Blorr.

Isaac F. Wood.

David P. Holton, M. I).

J. Schwarl/.

Nicli. Oehl.

Frederic Saunders.

William J. B. Perry.
< Ii-ciM.ro Wilson.

C. L. Mather.

C. G. Herbermann, Ph. D.

Beverly R. Belts, A. M.

John F. Myer.

Oran W. Morris, M. A.

Joseph L. Perley, president

Rev. Samuel Buel, D. D.

Isaac B. Conover.

Thomas Wallace.

Luther S. Feek.

E. H. Currier.

John Campbell.

A. J. Vanderpoel.

G. Otto Wolkwitz.

Rev. A. B. Carter.

John C. Peters, president.

W. T. Peoples.

R. S. Guernsey.

Alex. B. Mott, M. D , presi-

dent.

Joseph O. Brown.

George H. Moore, LL. D.

W. S. Butler.

P. J. McAlear.

Jane S. Woolsey.

S. M. Hornthal, secretary.

Edward I. Knight.

Ludwig Trenn.

Prof. Henry B. Smith.

Hermann A. Biihr.

John McMnllen.

Mrs. M. W. Ferrer.

Reuben B. Pool.

M. Beach, chairman library

committee.

Rev. M. J. Kircher, C. M.

George A. Thomas.

Chester W. Underwood.

A. Leonard.

A. Leonard.

E. R. Summers.

Miss L. M. Horton.
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PoiiRlikeepsio, X. Y Public Library

Eiverhead, N. Y Village Library Association

Rochester, X. Y Athenaeum and Mechanics' Association.

Koehester, N. Y Public School Central Library

Rochester, N. Y Rochester Theological Seminary

1 loci luster, N. Y I University of Kochester

Rome, X. Y Young Men's Christian Association

Sage, ville, X. Y Hamilton County Law Library

Steven's Circulating Library.

Union 'School Library

Saratoga Springs, X. Y
Saratoga Sj rings, X. Y
Saugerties, X. Y Saugerties Circulating Library

Schenectady, X. Y Library Fourth Judicial District.

Schenectady, N. Y Union College

Schcnectady, X. Y
| Young Men's Christian Association

Somers, N. Y Somers Library

Spring ville, N. Y Association Library

Stain ford, X. Y !
Judson Library

Starkey, N. Y Georgic Library

Syracuse, X. Y Central Library

Syracuse, N. Y ! Court of Appeals

S \raeuse, N. Y Syracuse University

Syracuse, X. Y Young Men's Christian Association

Troy, X. Y
j

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute ,

Troy, X. Y St. Joseph's Provincial Seminary

Troy. X. Y
I

Young Men's Association

I'tica, N. Y Medical Library New York State Lunatic

Asylum.
I tii a, X. Y School District Library

AValden, N. Y ,

AVappinger's Falls, X. Y'. .

Watertown, N. Y
AVatertown, X. Y ,

AVatertown, N. Y ,

AVatcrvliet, X. Y
AValkins, N. Y
West Point, N. Y

White Plains, X. Y
AV hi lest OWll, X. Y
Yonkers, N. Y
Yonkers, X. V

Yonkers, N. Y
Davidson College, N. C.

Fayetteville, N. C

Raleigh, N.C

Wilmington, N. C

Akron, Ohio

Alliance, Ohio

Ashtabula, Ohio

Bdlefontaioe, Ohio

Carthago, Ohio '.

Carthagena, Ohio

Chillicothe, Ohio

Public Library

Circulating Library and Reading-Koom

Sterling &. Mostier's Circulating Library

Public School Library

Young Men's Christian Association

School District No. 14

Schinler County Law Library

United States Military Academy

Lyceum Library

AVliiti'stown Seminary

Free Reading- Room Library

Lyceum Library

I'nion I'ree School

Davidson College

Cross Creek Lodge Xo. 4, 1.O.O. F

State Library

Library Association

Public Library

Linniean Library

Social Library Association

Brown Library Association

I.onm ic\v Library

Theological Seminary <>t S: chutes Bor-

romeo.

Public Library

Russell P. Osborue.

George A. Buckingham.
Mrs. C. B. Ayers.

ft, A. Kllis.

Rev.R. J.AV. Buckland.D.D.

Plot. (Mis H. R.,hm-..ij.

II. J. Xinde.

William II. Fry.

E. R. Stevens.

L. S.Packard.

Miss Nettie Van Buakirk.

Platt Pott. r.

Jonathan Pearson, A. M.

L. Hoyt
Augustus Purely.

AV. W. Blakt-1. y.

J. Harvey M K. .

Theseus Apolleoii Chciify.

John S.Clark.

R. AVoolworth.

John P. Griffin, A. M
(i. L. F. Browne.

Prof. Dascora Gre>m .

Rev. P. A. Puissant.

F. H. Stevens.

John P. Gray, medical su-

perintendent.

Frank H. Latimer.

John V. Tears.

Mrs. E. A. I Iowa: tb.

Sterling Sc. Moaher.

Daniel G. Griffin.

J. L. UoU-hkin.

I). A. Buckingham.

1-Mwant Kendall.

Captain Robert H II .11,

Lieut. Col. '

C. M.TibbiU.

Franklin P. A

K. Curtice.

Robert G. Jack son.

Kin.ly A. Gault.

Professor P. P. \Vii

ProfeMor Jamea A. M> 1: .".

Thomas R. Purncll.

.1. 1. \\ .

.l-le.

\V. A. \Vriglit.

... 11 1

\V. li P.ullUel.

ProCoaaor Kudnlpb
"

Ph.D.

Henry '-
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Cincinnati, Ohio
|

Catholic Institute.

Cincinnati, Ohio

Cincinnati, Ohio

Xaini- of librarian or other

officer reporting.

Cincinnati Hospital

Cincinnati Law Library

Cincinnati, Ohio
j

Historical ami Philosophical Society ,

Cincinnati, Ohio Lane Theological Seminary

Cincinnati, Ohio Mendenhall's Circulating Library

Cincinnati, Ohio :. Mt. St. Mary's Seminary of the West

Cincinnati, Ohio New Church Library

Cincinnati, Ohio Public Library

Cincinnati, Ohio Society of Natural History :

Cincinnati, Ohio Young Men's Christian Association

Cincinnati, Ohio Young Men's Mercantile Library

Circleville, Ohio Public Library ,

Circleville, Ohio
j

School Library

Cleveland, Ohio
|
Public Library

Cleveland, Ohio ,
Western Reserve and Northern Ohio His-

torical Society.

Cleveland, Ohio Young Men's Christian Association

Cleveland, Ohio Young Men's Christian Association Railway

Library.

Columbus, Ohio
j

Columbus Circulating Library ,

Columbus, Ohio Columbus Turnverein

Columbus, Ohio High School Library

Columbus, Ohio
'

Ohio State Library

Columbus, Ohio I Public Library and Reading Room

Columbus, Ohio ! State Board of Agriculture

Dayton, Ohio Dayton Law Library

Dayton, Ohio
|

National Soldiers Home

Dayton, Ohio Public School Library

Dayton, Ohio Union Biblical Seminary

Dayton, Ohio Young Men's Christian Association

Defiance, Ohio Library Association

Delaware, Ohio ! Ohio Wesleyan Female College

Delaware, Ohio I Ohio Wesleyan University Library

Elyria, Ohio Elyria Library

Gambier, Ohio Kenyon College

Gfambier, Ohio Theological Seminary, Diocese of Ohio

Granyille, Ohio Denison University

Hamilton, Ohio Lane Free Academy
Harrison, Ohio Society Library

Jefferson, Ohio Library Association

Lancaster, Ohio State Reform School

Lebanon, Ohio Mechanics' Institute

Lee, Ohio
j

Wells Library

Mansfield, Ohio

Marietta, Ohio

Mansfield Lyceum
Marietta College

Marysville, Ohio
j

Literary and Library Association .

Massillon, Ohio Ryder's Circulating Library

Massillon, Ohio I Good & Co.'s Circulating Library.

Medina, Ohio ! Medina Library

Milan, Ohio First Presbyterian Society

Newark, Ohio Ladies' Circulating Library ..'.

H. A. Theisseu.

H. M. Jones, superintend'!.

M. W. Myers.

Julius Dexter.

Prof. E. D. MorrN.

. Mendeuhall.

Rev. B. H. Engbcrn, Ph. D.

Miss H. W. Hobart.

Rev. Thomas Vickers.

John M. Edwards.

A. C. Scott.

M. Hazen White.

E. P. Bauder.

M. H. Lewis.

L. M. Oviatt.

Miss C. M. Seymour.

G.J. Bliss.

George W. Cobb.

A. R. Pearce.

Paul Schall.

A. G. Fair.

Walter C. Hood.

J. L. Grover.

John H. Klippart.

J. O. Shonp.

Rev. William Earnshaw.

Minta Dryden.

George Keisler.

D. A. Sinclair.

Edwin Phelps.

Miss M. J. Styer.

W. F. Whitlock.

Miss Nettie E. Wheeler.

Rev. E. C. Benson, A. M.

Rev. William B. Badine,

A.M.

W. A. Stevens.

L. Skinner.

George B. Ameny.
C. S. Siraonds.

George E. Howe, superin-

tendent.

J. B. Graham, president.

Agnes L. Black.

James E. Wharton.

Charles K. Wells.

Franklin Wood.

G. L. Ryder.

J. C. Good &. Co.

H. G. Blake.

Rev. J. H. Walter.

Mrs. V. H. Wright.
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Norwalk, Ohio Young Men's Library

Oberlin, Ohio Oberlin College

Painesville, Ohio Young Men's Christian Association

Port Clinton, Ohio Ottawa County Law Library

Portsmouth, Ohio Public School Library

Portsmouth, Ohio Young Men's Christian Association ...

Sanclusky, Ohio Ladies' Library Association

Sidney, Ohio Library Association

Springfield, Ohio Excelsior Society, Wittemberg College .

Springfield, Ohio Public Library

Springfield, Ohio Young Men's Christian Association

Tiffin, Ohio Heildelberg Theological Seminary

Toledo, Ohio Public Library

Toledo, Ohio School Reference Library

Troy, Ohio Kelly's Circulating Library

Troy, Ohio Union School Library

Union Village, Ohio Union Village Library

Urbana, Ohio Library Association

Urbana, Ohio Urbana University...

Wellington, Ohio Library Association

Wilmington, Ohio Wilmington College

Wooster, Ohio University of Wooster

Xenia, Ohio Young Men's Christian Association

/anesville, Ohio Athenacnm

Zanesville, Ohio Young Men's Christian Association

Astoria, Oreg Pioneer and Historical Society of Oregon

Corvallis, Oreg Library Association

Portland, Oreg ; Library Association

Salem, Oreg Oregon Natural History and Library As-

sociation.

Salem, Oreg State Library

The Dalles, Oreg ' Public Library....

Abington, Pa

Allegheny, Pa

Allegheny, Pa

Allegheny, Pa

Allegheny, Pa

Allentown, Pa

Altooua, Pa . .

Ashland, Pa

I'.cll. Tonte, Pa

Bethlehem, Pa

Bethlehem, Pa

Bloomsbnrg, l'a

Bristol, Pa

Friends' Library

Allegheny Observatory

Public School Library

Theological Seminary, (United Presbyterian)

"Western Theological Seminary, (Presby-

terian.

Academy ut' Natural Seienre. Art, and

Literature. %

Mechanics' Library and Reading-Room As-

sociation.

Library Association

Library Association

Moravian College and Theological Seminary

Young Men's Christian Association

Columbia County Law Library

William Penn Library

Carboudale, Pa i Catholic Young Men's Association .

('arltondale, Pa

Carlisle, Pa

Carlisle, Pa

Young Men's Library Association

Cumberland Colin ty Law Library

Hamilton Library and Historical SDCL

Sophia Rowland.

Rev. Henry Watson.

S. B. Webster.

George R. Clark.

John Row.

D. Patten.

A. E. Stern.

E. Walker Stowell.

D. H. Bauslin.

Virginia Heckler.

H. B. Mayhew.
O. A. S. Hureh.

Mrs. Anna B. Carpenter.

Emma M. Taylor.

C. M. Baird.

J. W. Dowd, snperintend-

ent of schools.

Charles Clapp.

R. A. Boal.

H. C. Vetterling.

Ida W. Van Cleet

Prof. J. B. Unthank. I: s.

Rev. D. S. Gregory, D. D.

Rev. John Shields.

Mrs. Ellen Hazlett.

Robert Miller.

Hon. T. P. Powers, presi-

dent.

L. Vinward.

Henry A. Oxer.

Rev. J. H. Babcock, secre-

tary.

W. J. Fen ton, assistant .

B. S. Woi-slev.

Jacob Armitage.

S.P. Langley.

C. W. Ben ne \.

Mrs. Thompson.
Rev. John I.am it/.

\V. H. \Veiner.

F. D. Casaniu .-.

Robert Frnzer. jr.

John A. llibler.

DOM,
.1. T. Iiaveiiport.

i: i ; ]'..nr, proihon.--

.lo-i.-pli II. IVmiinuton.

I.-I.Cilkpy.

K. A. Wheeler.

(' S. II mm ii h, socretary.

S:im\ic; K. llumrieli.
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Meadville, Pa Philo-Franklin Society M. C. Bailey.

Meadville, Pa Public High School Miss Eliza Dickson.

Mechanicsburgh, Pa Library and Literary Association G. M. D. Eckels.

Media, Pa Delaware County Institute of Science Anna M. Walker.

Montrose, Pa Susquehanna County Law Library David Summers, prothono-

tary.

Mt.Joy.Pa Cedar Hill Seminary Austin F. Denlinger.

Mt. Joy, Pa Union Library A. Hasteller.

Nazareth, Pa Moravian Historical Society E. T. Grunewald.

New Brighton, Pa St. Joseph's Literary Association John Harnaban.

New Brighton, Pa Young Men's Library Association Henry M. Pugh.

Oil City, Pa Library Association Ormston & Hosey.

Oxford, Pa Oxford Library ,

Isaac Rogers.

Philadelphia, Pa Academy of Fine Arts John Sartain, secretary.

Philadelphia, Pa Academy of Natural Sciences Edward J. Nolan.

Philadelphia, Pa American Philosophical Society J- p- Lesley.

Philadelphia, Pa '.

Athenaeum of Philadelphia L. K. Lewis.

Philadelphia, Pa ; Baptist Historical Society. Henry E. Lincoln.

Philadelphia, Pa Brotherhead Library W. Brotherhead.

Philadelphia, Pa ! Byberry Library Watson Comly.

Philadelphia, Pa | Carpenters' Company Richard K. Belts, secretary.

Philadelphia, Pa Catholic Philomathean Literary Institute. . .
Charles P. Brady, corres-

ponding secretary.

Philadelphia, Pa Catholic Philopatrian Literary Institute James Mackey.

Philadelphia, Pa Christian Hall Library Andrew H. Fisher.

Philadelphia, Pa \ College of Physicians ;

R- Bridges.

Philadelphia, Pa Crescent Library i George N. Hutchinson, sec-

retary.

Philadelphia, Pa Franklin Institute E. Hiltebrand.

Philadelphia, Pa Friends' Historical Association Edward C. Jones.

Philadelphia, Pa George Institute Joseph S. Wynn.

Philadelphia, Pa t..\ German Society of Pennsylvania Alexander A. M. Loos.

Philadelphia, Pa Girard College Henry W. Argy.

Philadelphia, Pa Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, F. A. A. M. .. Charles E. Meyer, chairman

Philadelphia, Pa Hahnemann Medical College A. R. Thomas, dean.

Philadelphia, Pa Hermann Literature Society Louis Graef.

Philadelphia, 1'a Hi<;h School Observatory James McClune, director.

Philadelphia, Pa Historical Society of Pennsylvania John Jordan, jr., (acting.)

Philadelphia, Pa I Hospital of the P. E. Church -I. M. Koiirke.

Philadelphia, Pa
j

House of Refuge, (colored) J. H. Laverty.

Philadelphia, Pa House of Refuge, (white) West Funk.

Philadelphia, Pa Institute for Colored Youth F.M.Jackson.

Philadelphia, Pa James Page Library Company John W. Smith.

Philadelphia, Pa Kensington Institute Preston Brearly, secretary.

Philadelphia, Pa Law Association Ci-.m.-!' Turker Biapham.

Philadelphia, Pa Library Association of Fi i.-mU Cal.-li Clothier.

Philadelphia, Pa Library Company of Philadelphia I.lov.l I*. Smith.

Philadelphia, Pa Lo-anian Library Ll.>\d P. Smith.

Philadelphia, Pa Library and Reading Room Association, (Kit! Susie Taylor.

ward.)

Philadelphia, Pa Locust Street Grammar School William Sterling.

Philadelphia, Pa Mechanics' Institute of Southwark Annie J. lUrkness.

Philadelphia, Pa Mercantile Library James G. BarnwelL

74 E
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Philadelphia, Pa

Philadelphia, Pa

Philadelphia, Pa

Philadelphia, Pa

Moyamensing Literary Institute

New Church Book Boom and Free Library.

Northern Dispensary of Philadelphia

Numismatic and Antiquarian Society

Philadelphia, Pa .

Philadelphia, Pa .

Philadelphia, Pa .

Pennsylvania Hospital

Philadelphia City Institute

Philadelphia Divinity School, (P. E)

Philadelphia, Pa Presbyterian Board of Publication .

Philadelphia, Pa Presbyterian Historical Society

Philadelphia, Pa Roxborough Lyceum

Philadelphia, Pa Sixth Ward Public School

Philadelphia, Pa Soldiers' Orphan School

Philadelphia, Pa Southwark Library ,

Philadelphia, Pa |
Southwestern Grammar School

Philadelphia, Pa Spring Garden Institute

Philadelphia, Pa Tabor Mutual Library

Philadelphia, Pa I Teachers' Institute i ,

Philadelphia, Pa

Philadelphia, Pa

Philadelphia, Pa

Philadelphia, Pa

Phoenixville, Pa

Phoenixville, Pa

Theological Seminary, Evangelical Lutheran

Universal Peace Union

University of Pennsylvania

West Philadelphia Institute

Catholic Literary Association

Young Men's Literary Union

Pittsburg, Pa Gorman Library Association.

Pittsbnrg, Pa High School Library

Pittsburg, Pa Pittsbnrg Female College .

St. Michael's Theological Seminary. .

Utile Dulce Library Association

Young Men's Christian Association.

Young Men's Mercantile Library . . .

Pittsburg, Pa

Pittsburg-, Pa

Pittsburg, Pa

Pittsburg, Pa

Pittston, Pa i Library Association

Pottstown, Pa J Circulating Library

Pottsville, Pa !
Public School Library

Pottsville, Pa Sohuylkill County Law Library

Pottsville, Pa

Quakertovrn, Pa

Stockton Library

Eichland Library

Heading, Pa Reading Library".

Renova. Pa Library and Reading Room Association

St. Mary's, Pa St. Mary's Priory

St. Mary's. Pa St. Michael's Casino

Scrantou, Pa Young Men's Christian Association

Selin's Grove, Pa M issionary Institute

Somerset, Pa Somerset County Law Library

South Bethlehem, Pa Reading Room and Library Association

State College, Pa Pennsylvania State College

Strondsburg, Pa Brown's Circulating Library

Susquehanna Depot, Pa Young Men's Literary Association

Swarthtuore, Pa Swarthmore College

Tidioute. Pa Eden Lodge Library

Titusville. Pa Kurd's Circulating Library

Unioutown, Pa Book Club

Upland, Pa Bucknell Library, Crozer Theological Sem'y .

T. Esmoude Harper.

M. L. Paschall.

Charles Carter, M. D.

Henry Phillips, jr., secre-

tary.

Frank Woodbury, M. D.

William Chapin, president.

Morris M. Berry, A. M.

John W. Dulles.

Samuel Agnew.
William Button.

Edward J. Brodie.

M. C. Coxe.

C. C. Murray.

George H. Stout.

Thomas W. Summers.

Thomas Gam 3D, treasurer.

Miss Lindsay.

A. P. Pfleuger.

Alfred H. Love, president.

Prof. R. E. Thompson.
Mrs. E. A. Ashmead.

William J. Kelly.

J.W.Kurtz.

Miss Louise Baetz.

Miss Jennie Ralston.

Mrs. Sarah J. Jameson, M
E. L.

Arthur Devlin.

Edward O. Anderson.

R. A. Orr.

George E. Appleton.

G. S. Ferris.

A. M. Scherter.

B. F. Patterson.

Col. William G. Johnson.

Miss A. Anman.

Stephen F. Penrose.

Mary E. Richards.

Joseph R. Kendig.

Rev. Edward Hipelius.

Leonard Haas.

H. A. Chapin.

P. Born.

J. O. Kimmel, chairman.

David I. Yerkes.

William A. Buckhout.

T. C. Brown.

S. Wallace.

Kate L. Rockwell.

James Beattie.

B. F. Html.

M. N. Lewis, secretary.

Rev. George R. Bliss.
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Villanova, Pa

"Warren, Pa

"Washington, Pa

"West Chester, Pa

Westtown, Pa

"Wilkes-Barre, Pa

\Vilkes-Barre, Pa

Wilkes-Barre, Pa

Williamsport, Pa

Womelsdorf, Pa

York, Pa

York, Pa

Ashaway, R. I

Centerdale, R. I

East Greenwich, E. I. .

Exeter, R.I

Foster Centre, R. I

Gloucester, R. I

Jamestown, R. I

Kingston, R. I

Lonsdale, R. I

Manville, R.I

Newport, R. I

Newport, R. I

Newport, R. I

New Shoreham, R. I . . .

North Scituate, R. I...

NorthScituate,R.I...

North Sraithfleld, R. I.

Olneyville, R. I

Pawtncket, R. I

Peacedale, R.I ,. .

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Providence, R. I

Warren, R. I

Warwick Neck, R. I

Westerly, R. I

Woonsocket, R. I

Charleston, S. C

Villanova College, (Monastery)

Library Association

Washington County Law Library

ChesterCounty Law and Miscellaneous Lib'y

Westtown Boarding School

Law and Library Association

Wyoming Athenaeum

Wyoming Historical and Geological Society.

Lycoming County Law Library

Library Association

York County Law Library

Young Men's Christian Association

Ashaway Library and Reading Room
Union Library Association

Free Library
Ma 11 ton Library

Foster-Manton Library

Manton Library

Philomenian Library

Kingston Library
Lonsdale Library

Manville Library

Mechanics' and Manufacturers' Library Ass'n

People's Library

Redwood Library and Athenaeum

Island Library

Aborn Library

Laphain Institute

Slatersville Reading Room and Library
Free Library Association

Library Association

Narragansett Library Association

Allen's Circulating Library

Arnold's Circulating Library

Association of Mechanics and Manufacturers

Brown Un iversity

Franklin Lyceum
New England Boarding School of Friends ..

Perrin's Circulating Library

Providence Athenteum

Providence Reform School

Rhode Island Historical Society ,

Rhode Island Hospital

Rhode Island Society for Encouragement of

Domestic Industry.

State Law Library

State Library

Union for Christian Work

Young Men's Christian Association

Public Reading Room Association

Old Warwick Library

I'awtnrlict Library Association

Harris Institute Library

Charleston Library Society

A. P. McCranor, O. S. A.

I. L. Harrison.

J. P. Miller, prothonotary.

John A. Rupert.

Lewis Forsythe.

A. Barnes.

Robert L. Ayers.

Harrison Wright, secretary.

H. H. Blair, prothonotary.

John F. Schonom.

Frank Geise, prothonotary.

P. P. Strawniski.

L.Bnrdick.

Frank C. Angel].

Joseph Eastman.

George A. Thomas, (acting.)

Mowry P. Arnold.

Mrs. Simeon Sweet
T. Giles Carr.

P. K. Taylor.

H. Kilburn.

William D. Aldrich.

James H. Goddard.

E. M. Dame.

Benjamin H. Rhoades.

Arthur W. Brown.

G. R. Fisher.

W. S. Stockbridge.

Fred H. Potter.

Mrs. Frederica Bonvard.

Mrs. M. A. Sanders.

Alexander Lochhead.

J. H. Allen.

George O. Arnold.

Walter F. Brown.

Reuben A. Guild, LL. D.

H.nrv W.Allen.

Hannah E. Bean.

Daniel Perrin.

J. D. Hedge.
James M. Talent t, sup't

Edwin M. Stone,

Charles Nason, sup't.

Joseph S. Pitman, secretary.

Daniel W. Fink.

J. M. Addeuiann.

William M. Bailey.

Tbomaa T. Crocker.

Mary E. Drowne.

J. Torrey Smith.

Orvillo Siillman.

Mrs. Kll-n M. Bosworth.

Arthur Ma/.vck.
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Charleston, S. C.

Charleston, S. C.

Charleston, S.C.

Columbia, S. C ..

College of Charleston

Medical Society of South Carolina..

Sou tli Carolina Historical Society...

Presbyterian Theological Seminary .

Columbia, S.C

Columbia, S.C

Georgetown, S. C. . .

Greenville, S. C

Waterboro', S. C...

Chattanooga, Tenn.

Columbia, Tenn

Cnlleoka, Tenn

Dyersburg, Tenn...

Edgefleld, Tenn

Edgefleld, Tenn

Greenville, Tenn...

Knoxville, Teun...

Lebanon, Tenn

Memphis, Tenn

Nashville, Tenn

Nashville, Tenn

A'ashville, Tenn

Nashville, Tenn

Nashville, Tenn

Pnlaski, Tenn

Austin, Tex

Austin, Tex

Galveston, Tex

Galveston, Tex

Houston, Tex

Houston, Tex

San Antonio, Tex . . .

Tyler, Tex

St George, Utah

Salt Lake City, Utah.

Salt Lake City, Utah.

Barnet, Vt

Bennington, Yt

Bradford, Vt

Brattleboro', Vt

Burlington, Vt

Burlington, Vt

Burlington, Vt

Burlington, Vt

Chelsea, Vt

Cavendish, Vt

Derby, Vt

Grafton.Vt

Hyde Park, Vt

Irasburg, Vt

Lunenburg. Vt

Middlebury, Vt

State Library

University of South Carolina

Winyaw Indigo Society

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
Philomathean Society

Gledhill and Cady's Library

Athenaeum Library

Reading Club.....

Excelsior Library

Edgefleld Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons

Public Library

Library Junto

Library and Reading-Room Association

Cumberland University

Memphis Bar and Law Library Association .

Historical Society of Tennessee

Library Association

Nashville Institute

State Library

Young Men's Christian Association

Pulaski Lyceum

Library Association

State Library

Free Library

New Church Library

City Library

Public Library

Alamo Literary Society

Supreme Court

Library Association

City Library

Territorial Library

Ladies' Library

Free Library

Sci6ntilic Association

Brattleboro' Library

Fletcher Free Library

Parish Library, First Unitarian Church

University of Vermont

Young Men's Association

Library Association

Fletcher Library

Derby Academy
Public Library

Agricultural Library

Library Association

Cutting's Library

Ladies' Library Association.

L. A. Frampton.

H. "W. De Saupun, jr., M. D
F. A. Porcher, president.

Rev. George Howe, D. D.

LL.D.

1 dolph Feininger.

Major E. W. Evorson.

A. P. Hamby.
i: \ . W. Williams, D. D.

John D. Warren, jr.

J. H. Cady.

Robert D. Smith.

William E. McGhee.

Frank D. Roberts.

R. W. Wtakley.

J. P. Barthell.

M. G. Price.

William Hersey.

Prof. John L D. Hinds.

Thomas Flanagan.

G. P. Thrnston, correspond

ing secretary.

Mrs. M. V. Brown.

Miss Carrie V. Dyer.

Mrs. P. HaskelL

John R. Frizzle.

John A. Tinuoii.

F. C. Higby.

Frederick Voigt.

Emily F. Carnes.

A.Duckett.

G.W%Baldwiu.

\\. F. Pack.

Charles Seabnugh.

R. P. Roberts.

James G. Bleak.

Miss Georgia Snow.

W. C. Staines.

William Burbank.

Olivia A. Dixon.

Roswell Farnham.

E. J. Carpenter.

Thomas P. W. Rodgers.

Henry H. Reed.

J. E. Goodrich.

Enos W. Taft

Mrs. E. A. M. Brown.

R. H. Dutton.

Joseph G. Lorimer.

S. W. Goodridge.

Carroll S. Paj,e.

L. H. Thompson.

Hiram A. Cutting, M. D.

Mrs. William S. Goodrich.
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List of librarians in the United States Concluded.

Place.



A.

Abbot, Ezra, his alphabet ico-classcd catalogue for

Harvard University Library noticed, 539-541,
547

; his plan for a card catalogue described, 556-

558.

Academies, libraries of, 58.

Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia.library
o'f, 969-973.

Adjutant-General's Office, library of, 266

Administration, of college libraries, 505-525 ; of

public libraries, ratio of cost of, to whole ex-

pense unsatisfactory, 430. (See, also, College li-

braries.)

Age of readers no criterion of mental capacity ,

412-414.

Alabama Historical Society, 332.

Albany Institute, Albany, N. Y., 323, 352.

Allibone, S. A., the index to his Dictionary of

Authors, 727.

Alphabetical catalogues. (See Catalogues.)

Alvord, Gen. B., U. S. A., relates an incident show-

ing the value of a newspaper map, 461, note.

American Antiquarian Society, 345.

American Baptist Historical Society, 363.

American Ethnological Society, 355.

American Geographical Society, 356, 939-941.

American Institute of New York, library of, 933.

American Library Journal, xxvii ; prospectus of,

xxviii-xxix.

American Numismatic and Archaeological So-

ciety, 356.

American Oriental Society, 70, 334.

American Philological Society, 356.

American Philosophical Society, originated In the

"Junto," 3; Franklin's interest In, 11; its li-

brary noticed, 31, 363, 962.

American Seamen's Friend Society, libraries of,

276-278.

Ames, Ohio, early social library at, 446.

Amherst College Library, 75-78
;

classification ,

arrangement, indexing, and cataloguing of, de-

scribed, 623-648.

Amicable Library, united with Philadelphia Li-

brary Company, 5, 953.

Andover Theological Seminary, library of, 144-146.

Appleton Library, 128, note.

Apprentices' Library of New York, plan of

Schwartz's catalogue of, 541-543, 657-660 ;
nketli

of, 936-938.

Apprentices' Library of Philadelphia, 973.

Archer, O. A., his account of origin of Ulackinton

Library, 404, note.

Architecture, improvement of, through art muse-

ums; its principles should bo taught in roll. -rs

and schools of science, 436.

Army Headquarters Library, 27-1.

Arnold, Matthew, on the need of culture by all

classes, 411.

Arrangement of books in college libraries, 510.

Art education in England, progress of, 435 .

Art museums, and their connection with public
libraries, xxi, 434-444

; art collections in Boston

Athenaeum, 434; collections and exhibitions in

other cities, 434 ; the United States behind other
nations in art education, 435; progress of art
education in England, 435

; art museums in Eng-
lish public libraries, 435

; influence of art muse-
ums on taste and manners and on national in-

dustries, 435
; art education in Swiss canton of

Berne, 435
;
art training necessary to national

prosperity, 435-430; influence of art museums
on architecture, 436-437; instruction i archi-

tecture in colleges and schools of science, 437 ;

an American type of architecture, 437; educa-

tional value of art museums as means of recrea-

tion, 437-438 ; John Stuart Mill on the need of art

education in the United States, 433, note ; feasi-

bility of founding, in the larger towns, 439 ; mu-
seums consisting of copies of works of art, 439 ;

establishment of, by cities, by associations, by
individuals, 439; lack of an intellectual interest

in American cities, 439-440 ; economy of con-

necting museums with libraries, 440
; Emerson

on art museums in public libraries, 440, note ;

works of art, where obtainable and at what cost,

443-444.

Art works, where obtainable and at what cost,

443-444.

Artillery School Library, 265.

Association Library Company united with Library
Company of Philadelphia, 953.

Aster, John Jacob, his gifts to Astor Library, 931,

935.

Astor, William B., his gifts to Astor Library, 935.

Astor Library, catalogue of, 737-738; sketch of,

931-936.

Asylum and hospital libraries, 58.

AHvlmn for tin- Insane, library of, 370.

Athene-inns, statistics of, 384. (See Mercantile li-

braries.)

Auburn Theological Seminary, library of, 151.

R.

Balbi, A., on European library statist U-s, 7I.W75&

Baltimore, Md., Hkelehes ol' pulille litiraiii - in,

837-851; IVal.u.U Iii-titut.
.

- uitlle

Library. 840-843; Man l.ind Institute. H4-84 j

I.ilit.irv < 'oiupany, H47 ; Murvhiii.l Historic*!

Soei.-ty. -17 --!-: -

'inlCt,

<Pit :ills:<'iiieine rnter.-tiii/uiiuM- Yen-in fur
kranke Aiheiter.) 48, -:mal School,

Academy of Sciences, ami Library Company Bal*
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Baltimore, Md. Continued,

timore Bar, 849
j
Odd Fellows' Library, 849-850 ;

Normal School, (colored,) Friends' Elementary
and High School, and City Library, 850.

Banger Historical Society, 338.

Baptist Theological Seminary of Chicago, library

of, 14*
Bar Association Library of New York, 944.

Barnard, Henry, his efforts in behalf of school li-

braries in Rhode Island, 45.

Bateman, Newton, author oflist of booksfor school

libraries in Illinois, 53.

Beginning of free libraries, 35.

Benefactions to libraries, xvi, 814.

Berne, Switzerland, art instruction in, 435.

Bibliography of libraries, 733-744
;
Edwards' Me-

moirs of Libraries and Hand-book of Library

Economy, Petzholdt's Katechismus der Biblio-

thekenlehre, 733
; articles on libraries in cyclo-

paedias, hand-books for readers, report on condi-

tion and management of Library of British Mu-
seum, 734

; catalogues as contributions to, 734
;

literature of catalogues, 735
; notices of several

important catalogues,735-738; list of books and
articles in periodicals on the subject of libraries,

739-744.

Binding, best material for, 491, 674, 712; binding

and.preservation of books, 673-678; importance
of, and general directions respecting, 673

;
leather"

the only material for permanent binding, 674
;

rebindiug deteriorates books, 674
; cheap binding

really the most expensive, 674; muslin and
leather bindings compared, 675

; quality of

leather of cardinal importance, 675
; different

kinds of leather and their relative value for pur-

poses of binding described, 675
;
color of binding,

676; direction's to be given binder, 676-677; re-

specting the binding of pamphlets, 677-673
; gen-

eral directions respecting the treatment of books,
678.

Bingham, Caleb, establishes library for youth, at

Salisbury, Conn., 45.

Birmingham, England, free library catalogue, plan
of, 538.

Blackinton Library, origin and use of, 404.

Bodleian Library, catalogue of, 736.

Bonnange, F., his "Projet d'un catalogue uni-

versel," etc., noticed, 558-560.

Book indexes, 727-736; illustrations of what they
should not show, 727

; remarks on, by Dr. John-

son, Lord Campbell, and Carlyle, 727-728
; books

that need not be indexed, dictionaries, novels,

and poems, 728
;
books of i'acts and for reference

should be indexed, 728
; the rule often violated,

T-J--VJ:': the practice of German booksellers,
729 ; cost of indexing the journals of the English
House of Commons, 729

; considerations that

govern in making, 729
;
directions for making,

72'.)-731
; directions for searching indexes, 7!iv!.

Books, purchase of, competition to be sought in,

423: selection and purchase of. 47'.i- !>:(
; binding

and preservation of, C73-678.

Books, titles of. (See Titles of books.)

Books and reading, professorships of, 230-251.

Books in college libraries, arrangement of, 510
;

disposition of old books, 510-512.

Boston and Albany Railway Library, notice .

Boston and vicinit;, : public libra i

851-678; Massachusetts Historical *

Boston Library, K52-S53; Social Law Libra t

P.oston A thi-nii-iini, 854-856; Mercantile Library

Association, 856-857 ; State Library, 857-e.

cietv of Natural History, 859; New England His-

torii-.<;ciieulo.i:ical Society, -tX)
; Roxbury Athe-

nii-iim, .-;3 ; Bostoi, Public Libra

Congregational Library, '-''J : Odd Fello

brarv. -~<.!~-7-l
;

General Theological Library.

874-S7,"- ; Boston and Albany Railway Library,

875-876; Deaf-Mute Library, 876-877; Post Li-

brary of Fort Warren, Boston College Library.

Perkins' Institution for the Bliiid, 877; other col-

lections, 877-878.

Boston Athenaeum, art collections in, 434
;
cata-

logue of, 738; sketch of, 854-856.

Boston College Library, 877.

Boston Numismatic Society, 340.

Boston Public Library, report of examining com-

mittee respecting the kinds of books that free

libraries should contain, 393
; catalogues and

class lists of, 408, 538, 737
;
influence of class list

of history and fiction on circulation of, 549-550
;

committee's report on printing catalogue of, 555 :

classified circulation of, 821-823 ; sketch of, 863-

872.

Bowdoin College Library, 73.

Brazil, public libraries in, xxxiii-xxxiv.

Brevoort, J.Carson, superintendent of Astor Li-

brary, 935.

Brigham, Charles, architect, joins with Mr. Sturgis

and Mr. Winsor in preparing ideal plan of

library building, 472.

British Free Libraries, art museums in, 435, 440,

note ; results of uniting art museums with, xxi-

xxii.

British Museum Library, gifts and bequests to,

304 ; its rules for cataloguing, 490
;

reference

books in, 687-688 ; report of select committee on

condition and management of, 734
;

its cata-

logues, 735-736.

Brooklyn, sketches of public libraries in, 878-882 ;

Mercantile Library Association, 878-881 ; Long
Island Historical Society, Voting Men's Chris-

tian Association, Youths' Free Librai

Hamilton Literary Association, Library Asso-

ciation, E. I)., Hawkins' Circulating Library,

other collections, 882.

Brooklyn Mercantile Library, Noyes' catalogue of,

described and illustrated, 543-545, 648-656;

sketch of, 878-881.

Brothers in Unity of Yale College, library of, 30.

67,68.

Brown University Library, 118-121.

Bryant, William C., founder of the Bryant Library

at Cumruington, Mass., 459.

Buffalo Historical Society, 354.

Buildings for libi. Library bull

Bureau of Education, library c

Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, library of, 267.

Bureau of Navigation, library ot.

Bureau of Ordnance, library of, 266.

Bureau of Statistics, library of, 264.

Burnet, Governor, notices Franklin, 3.
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e.

California school district libraries, 53-54.

Campbell, Lord, proposes a penalty for authors

who publish books without indexes, 727-728.

Canaf'a, public libraries in, xxx-xxxi. (See, also,

Ontario.)

Card catalogue, arrangement of, 496. (See, also,

Catalogues.)
Cards for cataloguing, size and material of, 489-490.

Carlyle, his remarks on indexing, 728.

Od.stiiie (Me.) Social Library, xxxiv, note ; articles

01 association of, 446.

Catalogue of Public School Library of St. Louis,
classification of, 660-662.

Catalogues, 526-622; what kind, 526; what ques-
tions they should answer, 527

;
author catalogue

defined, 527-528, note; title, subject, form, dic-

tionary, aiid classified catalogues defined, 528,

note; questions answered by, 528
; classed, differ,

ence in, 529; systems of classification, advan-

tages and disadvantages of, 530-532 ; alphabet-
ical catalogues, plan of, 532

; variety and history
of dictionary catalogues, 533-539; Poole's plan
for catalogue of 1854 of Boston Mercantile Li-

brary, 534, 539
; Low's Index to the British Cata-

logue, 535
;
Panizzi on advantages of a subject

index to alphabetical catalogues, 535
; Cresta-

doro's pamphlet on the art of making catalogues

noticed, 535-536, J39
; Jewett's plan for indexing

books in Lower Hall, Boston Public Library,

(!-.>,) J38-539; British catalogue, (1858,) 538;
recent catalogues of Manchester, Birmingham,
and Liverpool libraries noticed, 538; notice of

Prof. Abbot's alphabetico-classed catalogue of

Harvard College Library, 539-541, 547
;
notice of

Schwartz's catalogue of New York Apprentices'

Library, 541-543, 548-549
; notice of Noyes' Cata-

logue of Brooklyn Mercantile Library, 543-545
;

plan of, Catalogue of Library of Congress, 545
;

proposed plan of alphabetico-classed catalogue,
545-547

; advantages of and objections to dic-

tionary plan, 547-548
; synonyms in dictionary

catalogues, 549, note ; ou the fulness of the cata-

logue, 549
; the ideal catalogue, 549

;
class lists of

Boston Public Library noticiMl, 54i)-5T>0; notice

ofOjuincy Library catalogue, :.:iO-.V>l
; analyses,

551
; author and subject catalogue may be sepa-

rate or mixed,."j.V.!; ;i.l \ aiita-. s and disadvantages
of printed Catalogues, ;Vi2~.V>l; t\'(("graphical
dilticulties in printing catalogues, .Vi.V.Viii

: card

catalogues, plans of Prof. Abbot and M. Bon-

liangc noticed, 55G-5IIO
; catalogue- iioinenc'latiire,

560; classilication of catalogues. ;.<>l-563
;
how

differ6nt Catalogue* economi/.e, .Mil
;

in format inn

gi\en by diifercnt catalogues, 564-.
r
>(;.">

; dillen-nt

catalogues compared, 565-567; statistics of re-

cently printed catalogues, 568-571 ;
answers to

circular respecting printed catalogues, 572-575
;

chronological table of (printed catalogues of pub-
lic libraries in the I'niteil States, ,V.i

Catalogues and reports of public libraries should

be turnislind to State libraries, MO;!.

Cataloguing, 489-490. (Sec, also, Catalogues.)

Cataloguing and indexing, cooperation in, xxx.

Cataloguing college libraries, 512-514; coop-

catalogues advocated, 512-514.

Catholic libraries, 137-142
; distinctive features of,

137-138; of theological schools and colleges;

Georgetown College Library, 138; composition
of, 138-142

; growing collections
; Catholic publi-

cations, 141 : valuable private collections ; Catho-
lic association libraries ; need of a general Cath-
olic library, 142.

Catholic young men's associations, 388.

i Cayuga County Historical Society, 352.

I

Census (Ninth) of the United States, General F.

A. Walker's remarks on library statistics of,

quoted, xvii, 759.

Centennial Exhibition, report on libraries part of

exhibit of Bureau of Education at, vii.

Charleston and the Southern States, libraries in,

882-892 ; causes of slow development of public
libraries in the Southern States, 882-S83

; loss of
books during the civil war, 883-884 ; Charleston

Library Society, sketch of, 884-888
; Suto libra-

ries, e88-899
; college libraries, 889-890; need of

public libraries in the Southern States, 890-892.

Charleston Library Society, account of, 12; bequest
of John M Keuzie to, 13

; sketch of, 884-888.

Chester Library Company organized in 1769, 11.

Chicago, sketches of public libraries in, 893-895
;

Chicago Historical Society, 893; Young Men's
Association Library, 893-894 ; Public Library,
894-895

;
statistics of other collections, 895 ; New-

berry legacy for a public library, 896-898.

Chicago Historical Society, 337, 893.

Chicago Public Library, sketch of, 894-895.

Chicago Theological Seminary, library of, 143.

Chronological table of printed catalogues in the

United States, 577-622.

Church libraries, 127, note.

Cincinnati, sketches of public libraries in, 898-917 ;

the Cincinnati Library, rtiS-rft'J ; Cincinnati

Circulating Library, 899-900
; Apprentices' Li-

brary, 900-901
; Ohio Mechanics' Institute, 901-

902; Voting Men's Mercantile, 902-904; Uistori-

ical and Philosophical Society, 904-906 ; Theo-

logical and Religious Library, 906-907 ;
Public

Library, 907-916 ;
Lano Seminary, College of St.

Xavier, St. Mary's Seminary of the West, Cin-

cinnati Law Library, Ohio Medical College, Cin-

cinnati Hospital, 916; statistics of other collec-

tions, 917.

Cincinnati Public Library, sketch of, 907-916.

Circulation of books in libraries an uncertain

measure of usefulness, 399.

Chip, President. > ; extracts from his Annals of

29.

Classed catalogues. (See Catalogues.)
., ration of books in public libraries, 4W i

In

college lil.raries, 509.

cia\ton,,l. M.. Secretary of State, his reply to Itnt-

ish paili.iiin nlai \ committee iwiHu-liug Amer-
ican public libraries, 759.

Clinton, Governor De Witt, nroinniciids estab-

lishment ol m-hool libraries, 39.

-in vey Office, library of, 365.

II, Joseph i',., lirst sup, untendent of the

Aslor Library. :i:il . hi- >' tln libra.

pn (litres catalogue of the library,

935.

Colby fniv, : .74.
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College departments, libraries of. (See individual

colleges.)

College libraries, statistics of, 125-126.

College libraries, their use and accessibility, 60
;

their proper division and distribution, 61
-5

col-

lections characterized, gifts of private collections

to, amount of library funds belonging to several.

62
; sketches of libraries abridged, 62

;
adminis-

tration of, general considerations touching, 505
;

functions of, 506; how used, importance of

knowing, 507
; how they should be prepared for

use, management of growth, 508
;
classification

considered, 509
; arrangement of books in, 510

;

old books and pamphlets in, 510-512; cooperative

cataloguing for, 512-514; indexing, 514; stu-

dents' privileges in, 515-520
; instruction to stu-

dents in, by librarians and teachers, 520-525. (For
sketches of libraries of individual colleges see

names of colleges.)

College library administration. (See College libra-

ries.)

College of New Jersey Library, 30
;
burned in 1801 >

30
; sketch of, 99-103 ; students' society libraries,

103.

College of Physicians of Philadelphia, library of,

968.

College of the City of New York, library of, 945.

College of "William and Mary, 26
; library de-

stroyed by fire, 26, note ; appeal in behalf of the

library, 26. note ; gifts to and description of li-

brary of, 27-28, note.

College professorships of books and reading, 230-

251. (See Professorships of books and reading.)

College society libraries. (See individual colleges.)

College students, library privileges granted to,

515-520; instruction to by librarians and teach-

ers, 520-525.

Colonial government libraries, 292.

Colorado school district libraries, 57.

Columbia College Library, 30 ; early gifts to, 30 ;

books scattered during the Revolution, 30
;
sold

for grog by British soldiers, 30
;
sketch of, 104-105.

Common school libraries, 38-53 ; benefits resulting

from, 38
;
causes of failure of system in several

States, 38-39 ;
in California, 53-54 ; in Colorado,

57
;
in Connecticut, 44-45

; in Illinois, 54-55
;
in

Indiana, 46-49
; in Iowa, 46

;
in Kansas, 55

;
in

Kentucky, 56
;
in Maine, 49-50

;
in Massachu-

setts, 41-42; in Michigan. 42-44
;
in Minnesota,

56
;
in Missouri, 53 ; in New Jersey, 56

;
in New

York, 39-41
;

in Ohio, 50-52
;
in Oregon, 54

;
in

Pennsylvania, 55
;

in Rhode Island, 45-46; in

Virginia, 56; in Wisconsin, 52,53; aggregate
number of volumes in, 1011.

Congregational Library, Boston, 340-873.

Congress, Library of, its catalogue noticed, 250,

545, 736-737.

Congressional documents, distribution of, by act of

1813, 293.

Congressional Library. (See National Library.)

Connecticut, district school libraries in, 44, 45
;

free town libraries in. 453.

Connecticut Historical Society, 333.

Convention of librarians of 1853, results of, xxvi ;

proposed convention in 1870. xxvii.

Coon Skin Library, Ames, Ohio, influence of, 447.

Co5peration in making catalogues, 513-514.

Cooper Union, use of reading room of, 463 ;
sketch

of library of, 943.

Copyright, returns of in National Library, 200-261;

outline of legislation respecting, from 1783 to

1875, 279-281
; deposit of copyrights in State li-

braries suggested, 304.

Cornell University Library, 105-108.

Cost of administration of libraries great, 430.

County law libraries. (See Law libraries.)

County libraries in Indiana, 454.

Crestadoro, A., his pamphlrt on the art of making
catalogues noticed, .735-536, 539.

Crozer Theological Seminary, Library of, 155.

Cutler, Ephraiiu, patron of the Coon Skin Library,
447.

Cutter, Charles A., author of " Rules for a Diction-

ary Catalogue," xv, 490; on library cata]

(witb tables,) 520-022.:

D.

Dartmouth College Library, notice of, 31-97
;

so-

ciety libraries, 98.

Dauphin County Historical Society, 362.

Deaf-Mute College, Washington, library of, 270.

Deaf-Mute Library, Boston, 876.

Decimal classification and subject index, 623-0 16 ;

manner of classifying and iiumbering books un-

der, 624-4325
; arrangement of books, 626-627

; use
of alphabetical subject index, 628

; shelf arrange-

ment, 628-629
; various catalogues and shelf lists,

629-630; check-box, its uses, 631, 632
;
size num-

bers for books, 633; duplicates, 633; allowance
of space, 634

;
the advantages of relative location

of books, 634-635
; advantages of the subject in-

dex, 636-637
; various advantages of the general

system described, 637-639
; cards described, 639 ;

experience with the system in Amherst College

Library, 639-640; acknowledgments, 640-641;

specimen pages of classification, 642-643; speci-
men page of the subject index, 644

; catalogues
in use, with explanations, 645-648.

Dedham Historical Society, 343.

Delaware Historical Society, 336.

Department of Agriculture, library of, 27i

Department of Justice, library of, 272.

Department of State, library of, 262-204.

Department of the Interior, library of, 26!)
; classi-

fied circulation of library, 823-827.

Department of the Xavy, library of, 266.

Department of the Treasury, library of, 264.

Department of War, library of, 265.

Dewey, Melvil, managing editor of American Li-

brary Journal, xxviii; his description of the classi-

fication, arrangement, indexing, and cataloguing
of Amherst College Library, 623-648.

Dickinson College Library, 115.

Dictionary Catalogue, Rules for a, by C. A. Cutter,

xv, 490. (See, also, Catalogues.)
Diocesan libraries, 316, note.

District school libraries. (See Common school

libraries.)

Divinity. School of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, library of, 157.

Divoll, Ira, his efforts in behalf of Public School

Library of St. Louis, !H1, 982.

Dix, John A., an advocate of school libraries. -10.

Dix, Miss D. L., report on prisons quoted, 210, -.220.
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Dog tax in Massachusetts, proceeds of, appropri-
ated to public schools or town libraries, 451.

Drew Theological Seminary, library of, 148.

Duties on imported books, legislation respecting,
290-291.

Dwight, Theodore, report on prisons quoted, 218.

221-225.

E.

East India School, gifts for, noticed, 21, note.

Eaton, John, Commissioner of Education, his letter

to the Secretary of the Interior, submitting re-

port on public libraries, vii-ix.

Editors, associate, of American Library JYurnal,

list of, xxviii.

Education, influence of art museums on, 438
; pub-

lic libraries and education, xi.

Edwards' Memoirs of Libraries and Hand-book of

Library Economy noticed, 733.

Emerson, Ealph Waldo, on the need of professor-

ships of books and reading, 245
;
on art museums

in connection with public libraries, 440, note.

English books, number of, annually printed, 244.

Ephemeral literature, causes perplexity in the

smaller libraries, 711
; large libraries should ac-

cumulate by exchange, 711
;

smaller libraries

should contribute to the larger, 711
;
a valuable

reflex of the times, 712 ; the duty of the State

respecting, 712
;

librarians should make anni-

versary collections of, 712.

Episcopal Theological Seminary near Alexandria,

Va., library of, 159.

Essex Institute, Salem, Mass., 323-344.

Ewing, Hon. Thomas, aids in establishing the Coon
Skin Library, 446.

Exchange of State documents, 293-294.

Executive Mansion Library, 262.

F.

Faculty of Advocates' Library, (Edinburgh,) cata-

logue of, 736.

Fiction, a free library without works of, 394
;
re-

marks respecting use of, 394-395, 410-411.

Finding lists, plan of, 496-497.

Firelands Historical Society, Norwalk, Ohio, 359.

First Auditor's Office, library of, 264.

First public library in Boston, 36-37, note.

Force, Peter, his library sold to National Library ;

description of the collection, 257
;
his collections

relating to American history, 257, 683.

Franklin, Benjamin, his early opportunities for

reading, 2
;
interview with Governor Buruet, 3 ;

his "pretty collection" of books, 3
; with others,

forms "The Junto" in 1729, 3
; prints catalogue

and account of Philadelphia Library, 9-10
; pre-

pares inscription for tablet in library building,

10; statue of, 11
; his interest in the Philosophi-

cal Sopiety, 11, 962 ; his claims respecting the in-

fluence of public libraries, 11
;
founder of Lilirnry

Company of Philadelphia, 953 ;
his statement as

to number of newspapers in the colonies in 1771
,

460.

Franklin Institute of Philadelphia, library of, 973,

974.

Free libraries, 389-402: duty of the State toward.

influence of, on society and government, 390;

special benefit of, to students, 390 ; what books

Free libraries Continued,

may be properly bought for free libraries

with public money, 393
; a free library that con-

tains no works of fiction, 394; popular books

needed, 395
; a definite line respecting selections

of books for, impracticable, 396
; responsibility of

librarians, 396-399 ; number of books circulated

an uncertain measure of usefulness, 399 ; possible
benefits of, 399-402

; art collections in, 401, 434-

444. (See Art museums and their connection

with public libraries
; see, also, Public libraries

and Free town libraries.)

Free reading rooms, 460-464
;
as a means of popu-

bt r education, 460
; periodical literature, extent

and value of, 460-461
; illustrated magazines,

their educational influence, 461-462; newspapers
and books, comparative influence of, 462

; estab-

lishment of, in cities andhe larger towns, 462;

of the Cooper Union and Newbnryport Free

Library, 463; as adjuncts of free libraries, 463-

464.

Free reference libraries in Massachusetts, act for,

451.

Free town libraries, 445-459
; outgrowth of social

and school libraries, 445
; early social libraries,

445-446
; estimated number of volumes in public

libraries in the year 1800, 445; Castine Social

Library, its articles of association, 446 ; origin

of early library at Ames, Ohio, 446 ; early

social library at Cincinnati, 447 ;
relation of

public school to town libraries, 447 ; examples of,

priorto legislation authorizing taxation for, 447 ;

in Connecticut, legislation, number, and circula-

tion of, 453
;
in Illinois, legislation, number, and

circulation of, 455
;
in Indiana, legislation, 454

;

number and circulation of, 455
; county libraries,

454
;
Maclure libraries, 454

;
in Iowa, legislation,

number, and circulation of, 453
;
in Maine, legis-

lation, number, and circulation of, 452 : in Mas-

sachusetts, legislation, 448-451 j origin of Way-
hind Public Library, 448 ; Rev. John B. Wight,
author of town libraries' act of 1851, 448

; free

reference libraries, 451 ; appropriation of dog tax

for, 451
; number of, in 1860 and in 1874-75, 451-

452
; income, aggregate number of volumes, and

circulation of, 451-452 ;
in New Hampshir

islatiou, number, and circulation of, 447-448 ;

origin of Peterborough Town Library, 448; in

Ohio, legislation, number, and circulation of,

452
;
in Texas, legislation, Public Library of Gal-

veston, 455; in Vermont, legislation, number,

and circulation of, 452 ;
in Wisconsin, legisla-

tion, number, and circulation of, 453-453; vote

establishing, in a number of towns, 455-456.

(See, also, Free libraries and Public librarit-s.)

French revolution, fugitive literature relating to,

682-683.

Friends' Free Library, Germantown, P., contains

no works of fiction, 394
; sketch of, 968.

Friends' Historical Society, 364.

Friends
1

Library of the Four Monthh M.--ting,

:tl,968.

Fugitive literature, value of, to the hUoriun, 681-

683.
O.

Galveston Historical Society, 399.

Gardiner, O. C., his sketch of Bryant Library, 459*



1180 Public Libraries in the United States.

Genealogical and Biographical Society, 357.

General Government, libraries of the, why estab-

lished, 25u
; sketches of, 253-273.

General Land-Office, library of, 270.

General Theological Library of Boston, 146, 874.

General Theological Seminary of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, library of, 152.

Georgetown College Library, Georgetown, D. C.,

71.

Georgia Historical Society, 336.

German books, number of, annually printed, 244.

German libraries, arrangements in, for loaning
books through one another, 916.

German Society of Pennsylvania, 365, 969.

German universities, proposed study of library
science at, xxiv-xxvi.

German young men's Christian associations, 388.

Gettysburg Theological Seminary, library of, 156.

Government, National, its interest in libraries;

importance of its publications, xii-xiii.

Government expenditure for libraries and sundry
publications, xii, 832-836.

Gray, Francis C., author of Prison Discipline in

America, quoted, 220.

Hamilton College Library, 108-110.

Hamilton Library and Historical Society, 361.

Harris, William T., his modification of Bacon's

classification of knowledge adopted in the Cata-

logue of the Public School Library of St. Louis,

660-662, 986.

Harvard College Library : founded, 91
; burned,

22 ; measures for its restoration, 22-23
; gifts of

Thomas Hollis, 23; other notable gifts, 23-24;
extent and composition of the library at the

outbreak of the Revolution, 25; its removal
from Cambridge for safety, 25; during the

present century, 78-85; Dane Law School

Library, 85-86 ; Divinity School Library, 86-87,

147
; Medical College Library, 87

; Library of

Museum of Comparative Zoology, 87-88
; Library

of Lawrence Scientific School, 88 ; Library of the

Botanical Garden, 88 ; libraries of the Observa-

tory and of the Bussey Institution, 89
; students'

society libraries, 89; catalogue of, 540-541,547.

Henrico College, Va., 21, note; books and money
subscribed for, 22, note.

Hertzog Hall. (See New Brunswick Theological

Seminary.)
Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio, 358,

904-906.

Historical and Scientific Society of Mason County,
338.

Historical societies, 312
; number of, formed since

1789, 312
;
their objects and mode of organiza-

tion, 313 ; libraries of, 313; manuscripts in, 313;

museums, 314; publications of, 314; other work

of, 314; membership, 315; income, whence

derived, meetings, 315
;
State and local societies,

315-316; ecclesiastical and other historical

societies, 316
;
valuable results achieved, 317

;

genealogical work of, 318
; town histories, 318-

320
; plans for future work, 821-325

; national

convention of, 325, note ; importance of, 325 ;

scantiness of historical material, 325-326
; what

historical libraries should collect and contain,

Historical societies Continued.

327-328 ; a spirit of historical research developed

by them, 328-338; statistics of, 375-377. (For
sketches of historical societies and their collec-

tions, see names of individual societies, 332-374.)

Historical ijociety of Pennsylvania, 365, 974-975.

Historical Society of jtoanoke College, 372.

History of Printing in America, 345, note.

Hollis, Thomas, his gifts to Harvard College, 23.

Holmes, O. \V., his index to The Poet at the

Breakfast Table, 728.

Hospital libraries, 58.

Honghton County Historical Society and Mining
Institute, 346.

House of Representatives, library of, 261.

Hydrographic Office, library of, 267.

I.

Illinois, school district libraries in, 54-55; free

town libraries in, 455, 478.

Illustrations of library buildings, list of, vii =

selection of examples as, xix.

Imported books, when exempt from payment of

duty, 290-291.

Indexes. (See Book indexes.)

Indexes and tables of contents of books, improve-
ment of. (See Titles of books.)

Indexing college libraries, 514.

Indexing periodical and miscellaneous literature,

663-672 ; necessity and value of indexes, 663
;

kinds of works requiring indexes, 663-664 ; es-

pecial value of monographs to students, 664;

indexes required when titles of books are not

explicit, 665
;
no complete index of periodicals,

665; Poole's Index, 665; indexes should be con-

tinuous, 666 ; ho plan for 'an index generally

adopted, 666
; the author's plan described, 666-

671
; cross references, 671

; ease of keeping up
such an index, 671

; fancy titles, 671
; a coopera-

tive system of indexing suggested, 672.

Indiana, school district libraries in, 46-49
;
free

town libraries in, county libraries in, 454.

Indiana Historical Society, 337.

Introduction to special report on libraries, xi-

xxxv.

Iowa, school district libraries in, 46; free town

libraries in, 453.

Iowa Historical Society, 338.

J.

Japan, public library recently established at

Tokio, xxxiv.

Jefferson, Thomas, promotes establishment of Na-

tional Library, 253
;
sells his private library to

the General Governirent, 254.

Jewett, C. C., his report on public libraries, xviii;

author of rules for cataloguing, 490 ; his plan for

indexing catalogue of Lower Hall, Boston Public

Library, 538-539.

Johnson, Dr., his remarks on book indexes, 727-

728.

Juliana Library, account of, 12.

" Junto " formed in 1729, 3.

Juvenile literature, its place in public libraries,

412-418.

Juvenile readers, their effect on library statistics.

433.
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K.

Kansas school district libraries, 55.

Kentucky school district libraries, 56.

Kentucky University Library, 73.

King William's School Library, Annapolis, Md.,
35, note.

King's Chapel Library, 34.

Kite, William, his remarks respecting use of fic-

tion, 394.

14.

Lafayette College Library, 115.

Lancaster Theological Seminary, library of, 156-

157.

Lane Theological Seminary, library of, 154.

Law association libraries. (See Law libraries.)

Law Association Library of Philadelphia, 973.

Law books, classified, 161 ; extent of common and
statute law publications, 161-162

; expense of,

162.

Law libraries, 161
; public, defined, 164 : State law

libraries, 164-166
; county law libraries, 166-167,

note ; law association libraries, how formed,

objects, particular collections named, 167
; law

school libraries, number of, 168; American char-

acterized, 168
; English law libraries noticed.

168 ; rise and growth of American, in present

century, 168-169
; statistics of, 169-170.

Law reports, number and extent of, 161; published
in 1874, 162

; multiplication of, in the United
States and England, 162, note ; publication and
sale of, 163.

Law school libraries. (See Law libraries.)

Leather for binding books, 491, 675-676.

Lenox, James, founder of Lenox Library, 946.

Lenox Library, sketch of, 946-950.

Leominster Social Library, founded in 1763, 20.

Leypoldt, F., publisher of American Library Jour-

nal, xxviii-xxix.

Librarians, list of, 1143.

Librarians, of popular libraries fail in their duty if

they do not strive to elevate the tastes of read-

ers, 432
; qualifications and choice of, 488-489;

women as librarians, 430 ; should acquire an ex-

pert's knowledge of book binding, 712.

Library bibliography, 733-744. (See, also, Biblio-

graphy of libraries.)

Library buildings, 465-475
; selection of sites for,

465
; design of, to be subordinated to plan of ad-

ministration, 465
; economy of space and time to

be regarded, 466
; plan of Koxbury Branch of

Boston Public Library, 4IW-4H7
; numbering of

cases and shelves, 1(17168
;
labor snving devices,

468; officers' quarters, -lti! : unpacking room, 469;

catalogue rooms, 470
; bindery, extra work

rooms, 470; brunch libraries, 470; adaptation of,

to anticipated growth, 470-471
; newspaper aud

diiplieiitu room; Pittcnt-Oilice specifications

room, cabinets for special collections, students'

room, pamphlet room, 471
j reading room for pe-

rioilieals. stock room, janitor's qiiiirlers. toilet

rooms, 471-472
; description of library luiildinic

of one million volumes' e.apaeity, with illustra-

tions, 472-47.1.

Liliniry Company ol' I'hilailelpliia. ornani/ed in

17.11, 4
;

first hooks received tor, I; i;ill ol' I', t, i

Collinsnn, 4 : privileges granted to ,l;mir> [.

gau, 5
; early pun 'liases for, 5

; donation of Will-

Library Company of Philadelphia Continued,
iam Rawle, 5 ; books removed to State-Honse, 5

;

to Carpenters' Hall, 5 ; the Union and the Ami-
cable Association Library Companies united
with, 5.; Loginian Library transferred to, in
1792, 9

; its influence described, 9
; first printed

catalogues of, 9
; description of books in, 9 ; ac-

count of, by Franklin, 10; its privileges ex-
tended to Congress, 10

; is used by British offi-

cers, 10; building for, 10; catalogue of, 738-
sketch of, 953-962.

Library science, study of, at German universities
suggested, xxiii.

Licking County Pioneer and Historical Society
359.

j

Light-House Board, library of, 264.

i Ligue nationalefrancaise of San Francisco, library
of, 1006. .

|

Linmean Scientific and Historical Society, 362.

Linouian Society of Yale College, library of, 30 67-
68.

Liverpool (England) Free Library Catalogue, plan
of, 538, 736.

Local libraries should collect ephemeral publica-
tions, 683.

Logan, James, privileges granted to, by Philadel-

phia Library Company, 5
; founder of Loganian

Library, 6 ; extract from his wi ', 6 ; donation of

library building, 6
; conditions of bequest, 6.

Logan, William, his bequest to the Loganian Li-

brary, 6.

Loganian Library, founded by James Logan, 6
;

bequests of James and William Logan to, 6;
transferred to Philadelphia Library Company,
9, 954 ; endowment of, 954.

Long Island Historical Society, 353, 881.

Low, Sampson, his Index to the British Catalogue
noticed, 535.

Lucas, Governor Robert, his efforts in behalf of
school libraries in Ohio, 50.

Lutheran Historical Society, 361.

M'Keuzie, John, his bequest to Charleston Library
Society, 13.

Mcl.auMlilin, J. W., architect of Cincinnati Public

Library, til-,'.

M;ii lure. William, his Drifts and bequests for work-

ingmeu's libraries, 454.

Madison University Library, 110.

Maine, school district libraries in, 4J ; free town
libraries in, 4.12.

Maine Historical Society, 339.

Management of town libr.irii-v detaiN nf UI-130.

Manchester iKnglaiid) Freo Public Librario*, cir-

culation cil'. -Jil.l
; catalogue ot. ;. .

-

Mann. Horace, his .-Ifort-, in behalf of scho.il libra-

rics, 41.

Manual i>? re Terence to contents of books, Uc

(See Tllli-s lit books.)

Manuals ofi-eatling. vMI-vMJ, --'I' 1

. 7.14 .

Manut.icturiii- towns, pulilic libraries in, Mi-Ill.

. tc . in books, directions Tor binding '

Marietta College I.ibr.in . Ilil.

Man land Ilisiorical S, - l-

Maryland Institute Libra' .1 of
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Massachusetts, school libraries in, 41-42; free town

libraries in, 448-452, 477
; patronymic libraries

in, 456.

Massachusetts Historical Society, 341, 852.

Massachusetts State Library, sketch of. 857-859.

Meadville Theological Seminary, library of, 157.

Mechanics' and apprentices' libraries, statistics of,

385. <S.M' Mercantile libraries.)

Mechanics'Institute Library, San Francisco.sketch

of, 1004.

Medical Journal Association of New York, library

of, 944.

Medical libraries, 171
;

in Boston, 172; in New
Tort, 173; in Philadelphia, 173-174; in Cincin-

nati, 174 ;
in Washington, 175

;
of eclectic and

homoepathic schools, 175, note; importance of

medical periodicals, theses, and dissertations, i

178; respecting formation of, 179; binding of

pamphlets, 180; bibliography of medical works,

181
;

statistics of, 182. (See Surgeon-General's

Office and Medical periodicals.)

Medical literature, extent of, 171.

Medical periodicals, number of, published since

1679, 177
; importance of, in medical libraries,

178; difficulty of procuring back numbers of

17^
;
no complete collection at any one place, 178 ;

some that are rare, 178.

Medical theses and dissertations, value and im-

portance of, 178
;
number of, 17!).

Medico-Legal Society, notice of, 173, note 2.

Mein's Circulating Library, 35.

Mercantile libraries, 378-385
; primary objects. 379

;

they bear different names, 379
;
a part of the edu-

cational movement, 379
;
when first established,

379
; may be changed into free public libraries.

380; educational features of, 381; character of

books in, 381, 382
;
conditions of use, 382; business

management of, 382
;

statistical table of, 383
;

sketches of Mercantile Library of Baltimore,

840-843; of Boston, 856-857; of Brooklyn, 878-881
;

of Cincinnati, 902-904
;
of New York, 928-931

;

of Philadelphia, 963-965; of St. Louis, 977-981!

of San Francisco, 992-1002.

Mexico, public libraries in, xxxi-xxxiii.

Michigan, district school libraries in, 42-44.

Michigan State Pioneer Society, 347.

Middlebury Historical Society, 320, 370.

Military Academy, library of, 266.

Military Post Library Association, 273.

Military posts, libraries at, 273-274.

Mill, John Stuart, on need of art education in

America, 438, note.

Minnesota Historical Society, 347.

Minnesota school district libraries, 56.

Missouri Historical Society, 348,985.

Missouri school district libraries, 53.

Moravian Historical Society, 362.

Mount Holyoke Seminary Library. 90.

Museums of art in connection with public libra-

ries, 440. (See, also, Art museums.)
Museums of natural history, archaeology, etc., in

State libraries, 306-307.

Mussoy Medical and Scientific Library, deposited
in Cincinnati Public Library, 912.

nr.

Nashua Historical Society, 350.

National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,

libraries of, 274-275.

National Library, origin of, 253
;

first legislation

respecting, 253-"J54
; early history of, 254

;
burned

by British, U.">4
;
Jefferson's library purchased,

254
; history of, from 1815 to 1851, 255 ;

it is again

nearly destroyed by fire, 255; its growth from 1851

to 1875, 255-261
;
the library of the Smithsonian

Institution acquired, 256 ; the Force Library

purchased, 257
; appropriations for Law Library

of, 257 ;
character and extent of law department ,

258; extent and character of the whole collec-

tion, 258-259 ; catalogue, 259
; copyright depart-

ment, 260-261; reasons for a national library,

261
;
its growth, 295.

National Library of France, catalogues of, 735.

Naval Academy, library of, 268.

Naval Observatory, library of, 267.

New Brunswick Theological Seminary, library of,

129, note, 149.

New England Historic-Genealogical Society, 31-.

341, 860.

New England Library, 33.

New Hampshire, free town libraries in, 447.

New Hampshire Antiquarian Society, 349.

Hew Hampshire Historical Society, 349.

New Haveu Colony Historical Society, 335.

New Jersey Historical Society, 350.

New Jersey school district libraries, 56.

New London County Historical Society, 335.

New Mexico, manuscript collection in library of.

294.

New York Academy of Medicine, library of, 941.

New York City, sketches of public libraries in.

918-950; Library of the City Records, 918-919;

Society Library, 919-923 ;
New York Hospital

Library, 923-924 : Historical Society Library,

924-928; Mercantile Library, 928-931
;
Astor Li-

brary, 931-936; Apprentices' Library, 936-938;

New York Law Institute Library, 938
;
Ameri-

can Institute Library, 938-939 ; American Geo-

graphical Society Library, 939-941
; College of St.

Francis Xavier Library, 941
;
New York Acad

'

emy of Medicine Library, 941-942 ; Young Men's

Christian Association Library, 942-943 ; Cooper

Union Library, 943-944
;
Medical Journal Asso-

ciation Library, 944
;
Bar Association Library.

944-945; Library of College of City ofNew York,

945-946; Lenox Library, 946-950; other collec-

tions, 951-952.

New York Historical Society, 357, 924-928.

Xew York Hospital Library, 923.

New York Law Institute Library, 938.

Xe\v York Mercantile Library, catalogue of, 73- :

sketch of, !I2,--'.I31.

New York school district libraries, 39-41.

Xt-w York Society Library, 14; historical sketch

of, 14. 919-9-73.

Xew York State Library, catalogues of, 738.

Xewlierry legacy for a public library at Chicago,

896-898.

Newport Historical Society, 367.
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New'ewspapers, their history and number, 680-681 ;
tn

the colonial period, 460.

Newton Theological Institution, library of, 147.

Northwestern University Library, 72.

Norton's Literary Gazette, its summary of results

of library convention of 1853, xxvi.

Novel reading, effect of, 393.

Ohio, school strict libraries in, 50-52 free town

libraries in, 4 o2, 477-478.

Ohio Wesleyan University Library, 114.

Old books and pamphlets in college libraries, dis-

position of, 510-512.

Old Residents' Historical Association, Lowell,

Mass., 343.

Ontario, province of, school libraries in, 57.

Orange, Mass., votes money for a town library in

1846, 447.

Oregon Pioneer Association, 360:

Oregon school district libraries, 54.

Oregon State Library, sketch of, 1009.

Organization and management of public libraries,

476-504
;
need of a manual on, 47fi

; public library

defined, 476-477
; preliminary steps in organiza-

tion, 477-479; statutes respecting taxation for

public libraries in Massachusetts, Ohio, Indiana,

Illinois, 477-473 ; choice of board of directors,

47rt ; principles to be observed in selection of

books, 479-481
; economy of buying books in col-

lections, 480-481
; average cost of books, 481

;

methods of purchasing books, 481-483 ;
discount

on books, 482
; purchasing by anction>)83 ;

es-

sential points in design and situation of li-

brary building, 483-485; reading room necessary

adjunct of a public library, 484
; space required

for libraries of different sizes, 485
; shelving and

cases; plan of cases, 485-487; plan of desk, coun-

ter, and delivery room, 487-488
; qualifications

and choice of librarian, 48 ->-489; receiving and

entering books, 4^i
;
rules lor cataloguing, Cut-

ter's Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue, 490; econ-

omy of employing .skilled cataloguers, 490; objec-

tions to covering books, 490,491; best mate-

rial for binding, 491; stamping and labeling,

491-4!'-,; : s\.steni of classification of books, 492;

arrangement of books, 492 W3: system of shelf

marks, 403-494
; description of tags, 495

;
shelf

lists, 495-496
;
card catalogue and finding lists,

4!t(>
; styles ot catalogue anil expense of printing,

497-49,": methods of delivery of books, 498-499;

regulations and by-laws, 498-499; registration

of borrowers and books, 499-500 ; systems of

lejstvx of Boston Public. Xe\v York Merean

tile, and Chicago Public Libraries, 500-502; reg-

ister of circulation, 502-.iii:t ; yearly examination

of library, cleaning of books and shelves, 504.

P.

Pacific Mills Library, example of class of mill

libraries, 403.

Pamphlet*, disposition of, in college libraries, 510-

;>!,' : binding of. 677
;
notable collections of. '

-
1

<!-.">: incompletely reported, 1011.

Panizzi, A., on subject index to alphabetical cat-

alogue, 535.

Parish libraries not included in report, 1011.

Parochial libraries in the colonies, 32-34, note.

Passaic County Historical Society, 351.

Patent-Office Library, 27L

Patronymic libraries, rapid increase in number of,

456
;
number of, recently established in M<MM-

. chusetts, 456
; Bryant Library an example of,

459.

Peabody, George, founder of several libraries, 445 ;

his gift to Newbnryport Free Library, 463
; to

Peabody Institute, Baltimore, 837.

Peabody Institute, Baltimore, Md., 837-840.

Penn, Thomas, establishes Juliana Library, 12.

Pennsylvania Hospital Library, 31, 969.

Pennsylvania school libraries, 55.

Pennsylvania Seamen's Friend Society, libraries

of, 278.

Pepperell, Sir William, one of the founders of the

Kcvolviiig Library of Kittery and York, Me., 20.

Periodical and miscellaneous literature, indexing

of, 663-672.

Periodical literature and society publications, 679-

685 ; place of, in a public library, 679 ; collection

and preservation of, by librarians, 679-680
;
num

ber of American and foreign newspaper*, 680-

681
;
value of periodicals and pamphlets increases

with age, 681-682 ;
some notable collections of

fugitive literature, 682-683 ; reviews and maga-

zines, 683
; reports and transactions, and printed

indexes to them, 683-684 ; pamphlets, 684-685.

Perkins Institution for the Blind, library of, 59, 877.

Peterborough, N. H., established a town library in

183:1,448.

Petzholdt's Katechismus der Bibliothekenlehre,

?:(:(.

Philadelphia, sketches of public libraries in, 952-

976
; general remarks, 952-953 ; Library Com-

pany, 953-962 ; Ridgway Library, 959-962; Amer-

ican Philosophical Society Library, 962-963;

Mercantile Library, 963-965
; University of Penn

sylvania Library, 965-967; Library of Four

Monthly Meetings of Friends, 968; Philadelphia

Athemciun, 968; Friends' Free Library and

Reading Room, (Germantown,) 968; Library ot

College of Physicians, 9tif-9t>9 ; Library of the

Pennsylvania Hospital, 963; Library of the

German Society, '.nil); Library of Academy <!

Natural Sciences, 9(i9-973 ;
Law Association Li-

brary, 973
; Apprentices' Library, 973 ;

Franklin

Institute Library, 973-974; Soathwink Library

H7I: Library of Historical Socii-ty of Pennsyl-

vania, 974-975 ;
other collections, 975-377.

Philadelphia Alhcn:eiim Library, sketch of. 966.

Pilgrim Society, Plymouth, Mass., 344.

Pioneer and Historical Society. A -t,.ria, Oreg.. 360.

Plan of a library of one million volumes' capacity.

description of. with illuMr.ir.

Plan of new catalo-iii- of p.r.,oM\n Mercantile Li

hrury. i'.l- I",.', it 1" lOHgl I" the dictiona:

i, I- how it dill'efs from othctsof th.>.iin

|i; its analysis of ]>h graphic work*, 649 ;

explanation-.. ii..u
. example-. ti.VMlM.

Pomeroy. .lessc. ihe boy murd.-rer, a reader of

"dime novels,'
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Poole, William F., on the organization and man

agement of public libraries, 476-504
;
his cata-

logue of Boston Mercantile Library noticed, 534 ;

author of Index to Periodical Literature, 665
;

author ot'Catalogue ofCincinnati Public Library,
912 ; proposed completion of his Index to Peri

odical Literature, xxix.

Popular libraries, reading in, 431-433.

Portland (Me.) Library formed in 1766, 19; notice

of, 19.

Portland (Oreg.) Library Association, 1009.

Post-Office Department, library of, 269.

Presbyterian Historical Society, 366.

Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Columbia,

library of, 158.

Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Chicago,

library of, 144.

Prince Library, 32; deposited in Boston Public

Library, 127, note. ,

Princeton Theological Seminary, library of, 149.

Printers in New York and Philadelphia in 1723, 3.

Prison convicts, proportion of, that can read, 218-

219.

Prison libraries, 218 ; their design and origin, 219 ;

their condition in 1845, 220 ;
account of donation

by convicts, 220 ; growth of, 221
; legislative

grants to, 221 ; regulations respecting use of

books in, 220-223
;
character of books composing,

223
; extentof use by convictsin different prisons,

223-2-24
;
influence of, on convicts, 224-226

; sta-

tistics of, 228-22?.

Private libraries not considered in this report ;

remarks of Gen. F. A. Walker, Superintendent
of the Ninth Census, on census statistics of pri-

vate libraries, xvii.

Privileges to readers in college libraries, 515-520.

Professorships of books and reading, 230-251
;
field

not occupied by existing professorships, 230-231 ;

purposes and scope of, 231 ; a proper additional

professorship, 232 ; objections to considered, 233,

248
; reading as a subject of scientific instruction,

231
; courses and manuals of reading insufficient,

231-232, 249 ; the multitude of books necessitates

guidance in reading, 233-234,242-245; yearly

number of printed books
;
extent of newspaper

and magazine literature, 234
; reading at present

unorganized and unscientific, 235
;
inferior qual-

ity of American literary work, 235; would im-

prove the national literature, 235-236
;
influence

of trained thinkers and students in directing

choice and valuation of books, 236
; qualifications

and duties of the professor, 237-239, 249-251
;

value of books as a means of culture, 240-242
;

Emerson on the need of, 245 ; would economize

time, 245-246 ; methods of reading, 247-248.

Providence Library established in 1753, 19.

Public documents, laws and regulations respect-

ing distribution of, 281-284; exchange of, with

foreign governments, 234-2e5
;
of States, 301.

Public libraries. (See Free libraries; Town libra-

ries ; Free town libraries ; Organization and man-

agement of public libraries; Statistics.)

Public libraries a hundred years ago. 1-37.

Public libraries and the young, 412-418 ; the read-

ing of the young should be properly dir. cted.

413, 417
; age of readers not always to be consid-

ered, 413-415
;
choice of books for youth, 415-418.

Public libraries in manufacturing communities,
403-411; special demands and opportunities for,

403; mill libraries, how established and sus-

tained, and how used by operatives, 403
;

Pa-

cific Mills L.'brary, 403; character and use of

Blackinton Library, 404, note
; social and en-

dowed free libraries in manufacturing towns,

404-405; in England and the United States, 405;

circulation of Manchester (Eng.) Free Libraries,

405 ; situation and construction of library build-

ings, 406-407
; management of, qualifications

oflibrarians and attendants, 407-408 ; regulations
in respect to loans, 408-409

; choice of books for,

410-411
; function of public libraries, 411.

Public Library at Annapolis, Md., 35, note.

Public School Library of St. Louis, how classified,

660-662
; sketch of, 961-987.

Pycroft, J., his Course of English Reading noticed,

734.

Q.

Quincy Public Library Catalogue, notice>f, 550, 551.

R.

Railway libraries, 875, 876.

Randall, S. S., remarks respecting effect of legis-

lation of 1864 on school libraries of New York. 41.

Reading in popular libraries, 431-433 ; the greatest

encomiasts of public libraries, 431
;
it is not easy

to select books adapted to all classes of readers,

431
;

fixed standards of taste not considerate.

432
;
librarians should strive to elevate the tastes

of readers, 432 ; natural tendency of reading, 432 ;

the number of young readers swells the issues of

fiction from the libraries, 433.

Reading room, necessary adjunct of public library.

484. (See Free reading rooms.)

Redwood, Abraham, his gift for a library, 15.

Redwood Library, established in 1747, 15
;
Red-

wood's gifts to, 15
; historical sketch of, 15-16.

Reference books for libraries, 686-710; number of,

in British Museum Library, 687-683 ; hints and

directions respecting, 713. (See, also, Works of

reference.)

Reform schools, when first established, 226
;
libra -

riesof, 2-/7; number of inmates in, 227; utility

of libraries in, 227.

Register of books and of circulation, 499-504.

Report on public libraries, necessity for, xi-xii ;

plan of, xiii-xv ; method of gathering statistics

for, xviii-xix.

Reports and statistics of public libraries, xv-xvi.

(See Statistics.)

Reviews and magazines in public libraries, 663.

Revolving Library, 20.

Rhees, William J., his manual of American libra-

ries, xiii, xviii, 760, 882.

Rhode Island College Library, notice of, 31.

Khode Island Historical Society, 368.

Rhode Island school district libraries, 45, 46.

Ridgway Library, sketch of building, 961, 962.

Robinson, Prof. O. H., first suggests cooperative

catalogues. 514, note ; his plan of indexing peri-

odical and miscellaneous literature described,

663-672; on cooperative catjlogniug among the

colleges of Xew York, xxx, note.

Rochester Theological Seminary, library of, 153.
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koxhmy Bramh of Poston Public Library, de-

scription of building of, 466,467.
Kuh-s I'm a Dictionary Catalogue, by C. A. Cutter,

xv, 490.

Kiillman, Dr. 1'., his pamphlet on the science of li-

brary arrangement and library science as a

special study at tin- German universities quoted .

xxiii-xxvi.

1,'nsh. Dr. James, his bequest for Uidgway Library
building, fifil, 962.

H.

Sacramento Library Association, 1007.

St. Charles Borromoo Seminary, library of, !.">-.

St. Francis Xavier ( 'ollege Libi-jirv, 941.

St. Louis, sketches of public libraries in, 977-991 ;

Mercantile Library, 977-981
; Public School Li-

brary. :i-l-!i.-7: i.uu- Library Association, 9^7,

!i
jd: St. Louis University Library, 988

; St. Louis

Academy of Science Library, 988-969
; St. Louis

Medical College Library, !9; Odd Fellows' Li-

brary. St. Louis Turnverein Library, Academy
of the Visitation Library, 989 ; IJrsnline Acad-

emy, ('(.lleire of the Christian Brothers and

Vonng Men's Sodality Libraries, 990
; Washing-

ton University libraries, 99C-991
;
German Lu-

theran Coneordia College Library, Missouri Med-
ical College Library, !)'.!.

St. Louis Academy of Music, Art Society, Institute

of Architects and Medical Society Libraries de-

posited in Public School Library, 984-985.

St. Louis Academy of Science, library of, 988.

St. Louis I'niversity Library, 96, 988.

St. Mary's Seminary of St. Snlpice, 128-129.

St. Mat\'s T! logical Seminary of the West, li-

brary of. 154.

St. Xavier College Library, 114.

Salem Social Library, founded 17GO, sketch of, 20.

Salisbury, Conn., early library at, 45, 447.

San Francisco, sketches of public libraries iu, 991-

1007 : introductory remarks, 991, 992; Mercant ile

Library. 9!2-in02 : Odd Fellows' Library, 1002-

1004; Mechanics' Institute Library, 1004, 1005;

Art Association Library, KtOti; la Ligue Xa-

tionalc Francaise Library, 100(1-1007; other col-

lections. 1(107.

San Francisco Mercantile Library, catalogue uf,

7:iH : sketch of. Hll-J-1002.

Sail Francisco Theological Seminary, library of.

142.

San .Jose Library Association, 1008.

School libraries. (See Common school libraries.)

School libraries in province of Ontario, Canada. .".7.

Schools for secondary instruction, libraries of, 58.

Schools of art and design on the continent of Tlu-

rope, how tiny promote national industries, 435.

Schwart/. -I., notice of his catalogue of the Appren-
tices' Library. r>41-r>i:i, .">l.">, <i.".7-<i(i().

Scieniilic annuals and catalogues. LTeiieral, 189
j

mathematics. l-'.i-l!i(l ; physics, l!ll; chemistry,

L9S-196; ecology, HHi-I'.',* : anatomy, Lfi

anthropology, -Jll'> : botany, '-'01 ; geology
Scientific journals and transactions, 683-684.

Scientific' libraries, I-!! -V.M7: scientific works in gen.

eral libraries. ISli; in \Vashington, 1-1 : in I'.alti

more. Is".: in Philadelphia, l.-.'i; in New York,

I^li: iii Nc'\\ Haven, l-'iiiin iioston. i Cambridge,

and Salem. 1-7: in other citi. - 1-'. I-- impor-

75 i;

Scientific' libraries Continued,
tance to, of the annual r.-cords of scientitu

progress. 188 : list of scientific annuals and cata-

logues, 189-204 : bibliographical works for. 204-

214; explanation of statistics. 214: statistical

tables, 215-217.

Scientific works, bibliographical, general, 205 :

mathematics, 206 : /.oology, general. 207 : orni-

thology, 210: ichthyology, -.ill : co,,, hol.,_

tomology. 212: botany. -JK!.

S.-cond Social Library, Hingham. Mass.. founded
1773, sketch of, 21.

Secondary instruct ion. (Sec Schools for secondary
instruction and Academies.)

Sensational reading harmful, '.V.>:

Service Creek, Pa., early tlieologU-al school at,

138-199.

Sharj), Uev. John, bequest of books to Xew York. 4.

Shelf marks and shelf lists, system of. 4:i:i-i'.n;.

Ship libraries, 276-278.

Signal-Office, library of, -Jin;.

Smithsonian Institution, library of. transferred to

the .National Library, 2." (i: itssystemof exchanges
described, -J-T.--.'-- : record of exchani:-s from
l-.vi to 1-7;.. -j -2ft) : present regulations gov-

erning exchanges. ','-!i-2!10.

Social Law Library at Boston, -:.:!.

Society for Propagation of the (iospel, donation of

books by, to Xew York, 14.

Society of California Pioneers, :t:t-j.

Society of Natural History, Boston, library .

Society publications and periodical literature.

679-685.

Soldiers' Home Library, Washington, D. ('.. -J7:l.

Solicitor of the Treasury, library of, -J7-,'.

South Carolina Historical Society, M-.

Southern Historical Society. :<7I.

Southern States, libraries in. (See Charleston
and the Southern States.)

Southwark Library, Philadelphia, i'7 1.

Spotford, A. I!., his sketch of the Library .

uress. or .National Library, -j:. I-2C.I : on tin

binding and preservation of books, C.::t-i .

periodical literatim' and society publication,
(u9-(ifTi ; on works of 1'eference tin li!.'

with list of reference books. ii.-T.-7 in : on library

bibliography, 7:U-7:t!i : his list ol books and arti-

cles on periodicals relating to libraries. 7:19-744.

Stato and Territorial libraries. .':ij^:ill: ancient

government libraric-s. _'!>.': government lit"

in American colonial period. ,".','-."1:1. origin of

system of exchange of cliH'iiments between

States, distribution of documents by order

gress, 293; periods of establishment of. -,"1:1-894 :

national grants for Ten itorial libraries. -.>'i| ,.\

change of judicial decisions proposed by Suit!.

Carolina in !-!!. -J'M Vaiteinare
1

* s\-.tem <>r

intc'inational e\c'li inge

\pcnditnres for law depiirtments c

M characlei-. conditions of n

ti m of control of -'''7 -'
i-

. n;

history and of an lia-ology and art i

with, !i!7. 307: extent aad umwlh
of State publication*: collections n-lal

St.. I.' and local histo, \. .:

alogues ot public librat let should lw fur:

to. manuscript collect <llniiit
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.staif and Territorial libraries Continued
of ancient State documents, 303, copyrighted
works, (04: copyrights in Library of Congress,
304: as depositories of individual collections,

304-305; gifts and bequests to British Museum
Library, 304 : selection of books for, 305-306 :

teuure of ollice of librarians, 406 : duties of trust -

;-:;o,- .-tatisticsof, 309-311.

Siate law libraries. (See Law libraries.)

Stati- libraries as custodians of ancient State doc-

nmen;-

Statistics of college libraries, 125-126: of theolog-
ical library's. 159-160: of law libraries. 169-170;
of medical libraries, 182: of scientific libraries,

-."14-217: of prison libraries. 22--220 : of reform

school libraries, 227; of State and Territorial

libraries. 309-311
;
of historical society libraries.

375-377: of mercantile libraries, 383: of young
Men's association libraries, 384 ; of atbena'um

libraries, 384 : of mechanics' and apprentices
libraries, 385: of young men's Christian associa-

tion libraries. 388.

Statistics of libraries, xv-xvi : remarks on, 714,

1010-1011. (See Statistics of public libraries.)

Statistics of printed catalogues, 568-571.

Statistics of public libraries, xv-xvi, 745-836 : dif-

ficulties of comparing, M. Balbi's comparative
statistics of European libraries, with table, 745-

7J?
;
his remarks on disparity of estimates of

aumerical contents of European libraries, 756-

7c8
;
in Europe as given in recent American

publications, 753-759
; Secretary Clayton's reply

to British Parliamentary committee's inquiry

respecting American public libraries, 759 ; Gen.
F. A. Walker's remarks on value of, in Ninth

Census. 759-760
; sources of, in table showing

size of American public libraries by periods,

760-773 : of libraries ii, 1776, 1--00, and 167'i, with

table, 774-777.- growth of public libraries by
jieriods, with tables, 778-791

; libraries graded

according to size, 792-796 : classified statistics of

libraries, with table, 797-601 ; funds of libra-

ries, with table, 802-809 : classified statistics of

sixty-two libraries, 810-813: benefactions, 814;

kiss and wear of looks. 814-816: classified cir-

culation, 816-819 : statistics of twenty-four libra-

lies, 820 : Boston Public Library, 8-21-823
; De-

partment of the Interior Library, 823-827 ; analy-
ses- of, 828-S'Jl ; expenditures for libraries by
General Government, 832-836

;
remarks on table

cf, 1010-1011.

Straznicky. E. IJ., former superintendent of Astor

Library, 935.

Sturgis. 3. 11.. architect, joins Mr. Brigham and

Mr. "Whisor in preparing ideal plan of library

building, 472.

Sunday reading in public libraries, xx-xxi : in St.

Louis Public School Library, 985-986 ; in Cincin-

nati Public Library, 915.

Sunday School libraries, not included in report,

1011.

Supervising Architect's Office, library of, 265.

Surgeon-General's Office, library of, 175 : catalogu-

ing and indexing of, described, 175 : indexing

periodicals, 176 : its collection of medical peri-

odicals, 178 : collection of medical theses, 179 ;

binding pamphlets and these-

T.

Table, general, of public libraries, remarks on,

1010-1011.

Tags for books, form and material of. CO.

Taxation and town librari.

Teaching to read properly, importance of, recently

greatly enhanced. 506-507.

Tennessee Historical Society, 369.

Territorial libraries, national grants tor, 294, --:!3.

Territorial pioneers of California, 333.

Texas, free libraries' act of, 4.'.">.

Theological and Religious Library of Cincinnati,

906.

Theological libraries. 127-142 : of theological semi-

naries ; general theological libraries at Boston

and Cincinnati, 127 : of theological departments
of colleges, 127-128 : first theological libraries in

the United States, 128-129; number established

in the first quarter of this century. 129; present
number and extent of: early college libraries at

first largely theological : theological departments
of Astor and Boston Public Libraries. 130 : ad-

vantages of distinctively theological libraries :

growth of: deficiencies of, 131
; acquisition of

individual collections by gift or purchase. 131-

132; libraries of Van Ess, Xeander, Xiedner,

Liicke, Gieseler, and Hengstenberg added to

American theological libraries, 132 : number and
extent of, 133 : in Europe, archiepiscopal, paro-

chial, monastic. 133-135: American and European
compared, 135 : need of. in seminaries. 136 ; more
funds needed for, 136-137 : awakened interest in.

137 ; Catholic, distinctive features of, and needs,

137-142. (See Catholic libraries.)

Thomas's History of Printing in America, 345.

note.

Titles of books, 715-726
; good sense required in

naming books, 715: misleading titles, 715-716:

titles of miscellanies, 716 : of polytopical books.

716-717 : fancy titles, 717 : enigmatical titles. 717-

718: explanatory titles. 71?': amusing examples
of. 719 : general titles. 719-720 : incompleteness
of title pages a source of perplexity. 720-721 :

obscuring titles. 721-722 .- need of a guide to the

contents of books, 722-724 : suggestions fur a ref-

erence dictionary or library manual. 724-725:

value of a guide to contents of books to profes-

sors and students. 725-726.

Todd, Rev. John, his plan of indexing noticed, 727.

Tokio, Japan, notice of a public library at. xxxiv.

Toledo Historical and Geographical Society, 360.

Town histories, 318-320.

Town libraries, how to make, successful, 4 l!i-430 :

business-like managiment of, essential, 419-420 :

choice of books for, 420-421
;
immature tastes to

be gratified. 421,422; special tastes should be

gratified. 422 : reference books and periodical*

to be supplied, 422 : competition to IK* sought in

purchases, 423
;
details of management. 423-430.

Towns should be required to send copies of all

their documents to State library, 712.

Transylvania University Library transferred to

Kentucky University. 73.

Trinity College Library. 61.

Tufts College Librarv. 90.
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Union Library of Hatborougb, organized iu 1755,

11.

Union Library united with Philadelphia Library

Company, 5, 953.

Union Theological Seminary, library of, 153.

United States Census, General F. A. "Walker's re-

marks on library .statistics in, xvii, 759.

United States Senate Library, 261.

Universnlist Historical Society, 342.

University of California Library, (l.'t.

University of Michigan Library, 96.

University of North Carolina Library, 112.

University of Pennsylvania Library, 30
; sketch of,

116,965,967.

University of Rochester Library, 111.

University of South Caro'ina Libiary, 121.

University of Vermont Library, 122.

Uni \ersit.v of Virginia Library, 123.

V.

Vassar College Library. 112.

Vattemare. Alexandre, his system of international

exchange. 285, 294.

Vermont, free town libraries iu, 452.

Vermont Historical Society, 370.

Vickers. Rev. Thomas, on the arrangement in

German libraries for lending books to scholars

living at a distance, 916.

Villanova College, library of, 158.

Yinecnncs (Iml.) Library, date of establishment of,

454.

Vineland Historical and Antiquarian Society, 351.

Virginia Historical Society, 371.

Virginia school libraries, 56.

Vogel's bibliography of catalogues and works re-

lating to libraries, 73J.

W.
\Vaclsworth, James his etlbrts in behalf of school

district libraries, 31).

"Walker, (ien. F. A., his remarks on the statistics

of libraries in the Ninth Census, xvii, 7 .">!(.

Washington and Lee I'niversity Library, 121.

Washington I'nivcrsitv. iSt. Louis,) librarx of.

DM-991.

Watts, Thomas, his article iu Knight's Cyclopa-dia
on libraries. 734.

Wavland Free Library, origin of, 448.

Welleslcy College^ Library, 93. !>4.

Wrsleyan I'niversity Library. M iddletow n. Conn.,
J4.

West Virginia Historii ! Society, 373.

MVstern Reserve and Northern Ohio Historical

. 35*.

Western Theological 'Seminary, Allcghei.

library of. 15."i.

Wight. Rev. John Ii.. author of M
town libraries aet i.f I "51. 4tf.

Williams College Library, 95.

Wines. K. C.. his rcjiort on prisons quoted. -.'1-

3*1-495.

Wiusor. Justin, his plan for a library building,
xx: joins Mr. Sturgis and Mr. Biiglmm in

preparing ideal plan of library building, 472 :

descripiion ol plan. 47:.'-75 : s,i--;-sts that pub-
lishers furnish with each book a card with

printed title, etc.. of book, lor insertion in

library catalogue, 513, 514, >u>tf.

Winyaw Indigo Society, organized in 1740, 1).

Wisconsin, school district libraries in. .>_

town libraries in, 4.Y.!.

Wisconsin State Historical Society. 373.

Women should be employed as librarians. 4:W.

Woodstock College, library of. 114.

Works of reference for libraries. tic*;-710; their

necessity and relative value. Urf-!itf7; selection

of. C87-688: should be accessible to i-

087-688; list of. (W8-710.

Wyoming Historical and Geological Society, 3il7.

X.

Xavier Union ct New York, library of. !)41.

V.

Yale College I.ibiaix. v!7 : description of its early

growth, 2^-2!: sketch of, ti5-(i7 ; Linonian and

Brothers Library . 'M, i 7-(i" ; Law SchiKil Library.
ii- Conneciiciit Academy of Arts and Scinio

t;!i ; Sheltiehl ScionliRe School Library. C.'.i : Yale

Theological Seminal y Libraries, ti:-70 : Yah-

Medical School Library. 70; Yale School of Fim 1

Arts Library. 70: IVabody Miiseiuu ot Natural

History Library. 70: American Oriental Society

Library, 70-71.

Young men's associations, statistics of. 3H
Mercanlile libr,iri< -s i

Young men's Christian association lilii.ii:. -

3Hi-:i.-.J : when br-un. 3sii : p esenl number ami

extent ot. 380; character <i| i In- collectimis and

use of. 387: reading rooms connected with, 3"7

Iii-J: statistics of. 3--: .sketch of library nf

Young Men's Christian A>.->:ciation of New-

York, !U2-!43.

Young men's institutes, statistics of. :t-I

Mercantile libraries.)

Youth, when to be excluded from public libra-

ries, 413; their reading should he- properly di

il, 412-413; choice of books for, in public

libraries II.VII-.
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